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Poetry from the U.K.

Peter Riley (ed.)   Last Kind Words — an anthology

“The song, ‘Last Kind Words Blues’, was recorded in 1930 in a makeshift 
studio in Grafton, Wisconsin, and issued by Paramount Records as one side 
of a 78 rpm shellac disc with the musician’s name given as “Geeshie Wiley”. 
It’s not a straightforward lyric. It’s not about slavery, but slavery is there in it. 
It’s about the victims of war, but forgets that it is.” — Peter Riley

Peter Riley then invited responses from other poets and the results are here, 
with contributions from Tony Baker, Kelvin Corcoran, Ian Duhig, Khaled 
Hakim, Michael Haslam, Peter Hughes, Tom Lowenstein, Laura Potts, John 
Seed, Zoë Skoulding, Jon Thompson and Judith Willson.

February 2021
Paperback, 82pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95 / $18 

ISBN 9781848617285

George Messo      The Invention of Lars Ruth

On a remote forest farm in northern Sweden, the static of Lars Ruth’s unsettled 
mind is fizzing. Voices. Sightings. Encounters, real and imagined, hint at a 
fractured and fragmentary life. Something is falling apart – something coming 
together.
      The Invention of Lars Ruth is an intimate, visionary exploration of psychic 
disquiet. Its themes, of remembrance and aloneness, spiral around an evasive, 
haunting figure. But who is Lars? His voice is the echo to a volatile mind, 
aware of its disintegration, fearful of imminent collapse. Only by re-imagining 
his place in the natural world and the mysterious creatures in it, can Lars Ruth 

secure his newly awakening self.
January 2021

Paperback, 78pp, 8.5 x 5.5ins; £10.95 / $18
ISBN 9781848617063

Anthony Caleshu & Rory Waterman (eds.)   Poetry & Covid-19

The publication of this anthology comes a year into the Covid-19 pandemic. 
In the summer of 2020, we invited nineteen UK poets to partner with poets 
from around the world, to work collaboratively on poems responding to the 
virus. The poems herein are as personal as they are communal, and as local as 
they are international. Between them, the writers reside in all of the world’s 
permanently populated continents, recognising that the pandemic has truly hit 
us everywhere. Their diversities of aesthetics and poetics, of Covid experiences 
– at a distance and/or embodied, anecdotal and/or dramatic – are further 

significant to their inclusion and their work. 

March 2021    Paperback, 156pp, 9 x 6ins; £12.95  / $20  ISBN 9781848617599



Peter Larkin   Encroach to Resume

These poems entwine round such matters as how roots move as they grow or 
how feet plant themselves, why a forest admits lanes and lines but obstructs 
them into shelter, how a tree might relate to all it isn’t, what the hidden do-
mains of nature can mean in and for trees, or the way in which trees cast the 
skies themselves into flight. The two last poems envisage a body language for 
trees, or how a dead upright tree remains a living nub of forest.

February 2021    Paperback, 104pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95  / $18
ISBN 9781848616981

Amit Chaudhuri    Ramanujan 

In these poems, written after the death of his parents, Amit Chaudhuri gives 
us both a record of loss and an account of tasting life afresh. Here, past and 
future are often conjoined, as are moments, people, and sounds: Ramanujan 
the mathematician and Chaudhuri, related as much by Cambridge as they are 
to each other by their suffering bodies; absent parents echoed by the daughter 
absent during home-cooked meals; a 9th-century Chinese poet and Sybille 
Bedford finding a reader in Chaudhuri, who himself addresses a ‘Reader’ 
belonging to both past and future; the first day of the year with its ‘cough 
cough’ rhythm echoed by the ‘tatak tatak’ of the dhak on Durga puja; two 
mothers, one American, in Kaddish, the other an Indian maid with a face 
disfigured by burns; the ‘human and God touching faces nose to nose’. Moving 
through this world – Chaudhuri’s universe – now annotated by bereavement, 
one cannot not be infected, again, by the wonder and newness with which he experiences the world: that, 
even after living and all these lives, ‘I never felt I knew the place’.

May 2021    Paperback, 108pp, 8.5 x 5.5ins;  £10.95 / $18    ISBN 9781848617384

Ken Edwards  Collected Poems 1975–2020

“A Collected Poems is a tombstone – there’s no 
getting away from that. So it was with decid-
edly mixed feelings that I approached this project. But it has to be said this 
is a good moment to pause and take stock; it’s been a while now since verse 
composition was central to my practice, and the work of some forty years 
can be looked back on with some degree of objectivity, now that I am no 
longer fabricating lines, but rather sentences (though there are a lot of those 
here too). 
       [As with my previous (now superseded) Selected volume], the poems are 
presented in the form of their original, separately published books. I tend to 
compose in books … and most of those books are now either out of print, 
or in a few cases were never actually published as I had intended. I hope they 
have a decent after-life in these pages.” —Ken Edwards

March 2021
Paperback, 520pp, 9 x 6ins; £19.95 / $30
ISBN 9781848617605  Poetry from the U.K. & India



Steve Ely   Lectio Violant

“The poems in this book are improvisations arising from contemplative 
readings of four chapters of the 1611 edition of the King James Bible—Matthew 
VI, Mark V, Luke XV and Luke X. Lectio Violant—‘profane reading’—is the 
name I’ve coined to describe this process, alluding to Lectio Divina—‘divine 
reading’—the long-established Catholic practice of devotional reading, the purpose of which is to draw the 
reader closer to God by enabling a fuller experience of scripture. I’m not sure this book’s doing the same 

thing, although you never know.” —Steve Ely
May 2021

Paperback, 90pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95 / $18     ISBN 9781848617544

Linda Black  Then

“Linda Black’s sparkling poems charm and beguile – and then, quite often, 
twist a small knife. Under a rubric of ‘little involuntary musings’, she makes 
a miscellany of different forms: prose poems, grid poems, extended apho-
risms with a sting in the tail, fantastical flash-fiction. They toy with nostalgia, 
trailing threads of real memories into imaginary word-gardens bristling with 
tricks. Words ‘collude / allude’, slip over each other, with many near-misses. 
They lean into one another, threaten connection, narrowly miss and rico-
chet in another direction. Allusions are so nearly (neatly-delightfully) pinned 
down, are always on the verge of escaping. Daintiness jostles disgust as the 
poems joke, jibe, curse, cast spells – about food, fripperies, old china, seem-
ingly new-to-you trifles that really aren’t tri-
fling at all. Then tugs and teases – at possible 
pasts, possible consequences, half-glimpsed 

narratives – all assembled into glittering bricolage.” —Anna Reckin

May 2021   Paperback, 72pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95 / $18   ISBN 9781848617209  

Aaron Kent   Angels the Size of Houses

“This poetical collection is a buzzing and hyper-inventive set of multifarious 
devices, with exceptional prosodical hazardry and multiple re-echoes along its 
spacious corridors — with many doorways for we and us open to its flaring 
physiological recitatives. The passage construction is familial and domestic in 
tone-row, while also widely outlandish, saltarello-style and stylish also with 
it. There are culinary hints and self-displays in great lexical abundance to 
whet the whistle, with phantasm and modest astonishments in witty comedy, 
escaping grandeur but never remote from scalar enlargements, often wisely 
gnomic, gazing out of the window at continental drift and its markings. … 

Reading along and across these pages is unquestionable adventurism, rapid eye movements seem to catch 
up with and overrun occupational impatience, as dear reader in friendship you soon enough shall find out.” 

—J.H. Prynne

July 2021
Paperback, 72pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95 / $18    ISBN 9781848617667  

Poetry from the U.K.



Alasdair Paterson   My My My Life

In My My My Life Alasdair Paterson treats us to a cornucopia of existential 
titbits, real or imaginary – from questions of pirate and Pictish identity to riffs 
on twilight and the twilight years, via an involuntary appearance in a Breughel 
painting, the poetic output of a mad king and dinner in a Titanic-themed 
restaurant. And much more…

“Beware, Mr Paterson! The Stornoway Puffin has its eye on you!”
—Stornoway Puffin

April 2021
Paperback, 70pp, 8.5 x 5.5ins; £10.95 / $18  

ISBN 9781848617520

Robert Sheppard    The English Strain

“Most of the poems [in this book] are variations or expanded translations 
of poems by Milton, Wyatt, Surrey, Charlotte Smith and Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning. In the case of Wyatt completely and Surrey (in ‘The Unfortunate 
Traveller’) and Smith (in ‘Petrarch of Petworth’), I have concentrated on 
their versions of Petrarch’s sonnets, sometimes the same ones. I believe I 
have signposted, either directly in titles, or through particular quotation in 
titles, the source poems; editions consulted are listed in the resources. All 
the poems are canonical, although Charlotte Smith (my fellow Sussex poet) 
is less known.” — Robert Sheppard

February 2021
Paperback, 136pp, 9 x 6ins; £12.95 / $20   ISBN 9781848617469  

Poetry from the U.K.

J.H. Prynne / John James / Andrew Crozier    Three Books

In 1975 J.H. Prynne published High Pink on Chrome. The publication was to 
be avidly devoured by his admirers and fellow poets. Prynne’s example loomed 
large, especially in Cambridge, and John James and Andrew Crozier would 
both often respond to his work. Later in 1975, John James published Striking 
the Pavilion of Zero, which references Prynne, and then, three years later, An-
drew Crozier published High Zero, the title of which references, and responds 
to, both of the preceding books. 
 This unusual compendium volume gives readers a chance to look in on 
this cardinal moment in radical English poetry, and see the connections at 
work. The sequences can be read in the various collected editions of the three 
poets, but the limited-edition originals are long out of print. Here the poems 
are presented together and afresh in the original context of their first grace and 
audacity.

May 2021
Paperback, 88pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95 / $18   ISBN 9781848617421



Steve Spence  How the Light Changes

This new collection brings together a mix of montaged and strangely juxta-
posed materials composed over a period of several years between 2012 and 
2017 and continues a tradition whereby images and ideas create a framework 
which contains some familiar and not so familiar topics and relationships. 
You may recognise phrases and snippets which cause a sense of déjà vu but 
not that you’d be certain enough to nail down. Weather becomes political 
and there is resonance here in abundance. 

November 2021
Paperback, 96pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95 / $18
ISBN 9781848617902  

Poetry from the U.K.

Agnieszka Studzińska    Branches of a House

Branches of a House, Agnieszka Studzińska’s third collection, encounters the 
hauntings of dislocation and home. The odd, unfixed status of assumed reality 
of immediate and distant circumstances is acknowledged in obscured, absent 
houses and in the boundaries of dwelling. The poems are built from the gaps in 
remembering, and form a longing to find, in Gaston Bachelard’ s words, ‘our 
corner of the world.’ They demand yet distil in their archaeology, the question 
of how we inhabit lived and broken spaces. Always on the threshold of loss, 
these poems move between the lyrical, personal, historical, and abstract, and 
meditate on the fractured utterance of thinking. 

October 2021
Paperback, 80pp, 9 x 6ins

£10.95 / $18
ISBN 9781848617773

Elisabeth Bletsoe  Birds of the Sherborne Missal 
with 22 full-colour images from the Missal

“In this poem-cycle, each bird was observed in its native habitat within the 
boundaries of the Sherborne diocese and then linked back to the missal 
by means of religious iconography, imagery relating to books, pigments or 
methods of illumination as well as bird mythology, the latter often subverting 
the original Christian intention.” — Elisabeth Bletsoe 

“Elisabeth Bletsoe’s prose-and-verse constructions take on the beauty of 
densely sparkling mosaics.” —London Review of Books

June 2021   
Paperback, 90pp, 8.5 x 5.5ins; £12.95 / $22

ISBN 9781848617483  



Ralph Hawkins   Tell me no more and tell me
First published 40 years ago by Grosseteste, this was Ralph Hawkins’ first full-
length collection.

Ralph Hawkins’ poetry is yeasty and written where the meanings are made rather 
than assigned. Its impulse is towards the immediate, apparently unsynthesised 
event where thinking occurs moment by moment. The aesthetic bears some 
resemblance to close mic techniques, we are drawn near to the experience and 
all distractions are removed for the intricacies of pure resonance. It produces a 
poetry as tricky as consciousness itself and its rewards are some considerable 
distance from the prefabricated commonplace expression of lyrical epiphany. 
Here is a poetry that is expansive, often humorous and always anarchic. In 
Tell me no more and tell me Ralph Hawkins’ refusal to whistle along with the 
sanctioned doggerel of English poetry and its returns is startlingly evident, as it 
has been throughout four decades of creativity.

A Shearsman Library reissue. July 2021
Paperback, 88pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95 / $18 

ISBN 9781848617766Poetry from the U.K.

Nathan Shepherdson  how to spear sleep

A late-life, late 1960s Celan straddles the perception and the hallucination 
that akin to Abraham he must choose between Poetry and his own son. The 
test is in the asking rather than what is being asked. It is not his belief but the 
readiness within that belief where the conflict exists. To adhere to the story, 
to countenance a different ending, to inject the necessary steps into his feet to 
ascend the idea and the mountain.
     In how to spear sleep Nathan Shepherdson has improvised a sequence of 
poems from a footnote in Celan scholarship. In sparse, anecdotal language, 
each poem seems extracted via a Beuysian mode of thought-sculpture. 
Collectively they drift like spores from a different hemisphere across the 
enormity of their subject.

July 2021
Paperback, 80pp, 8.5 x 5.5ins £10.95 / $18
ISBN 9781848617414 Poetry from Australia

Alexandra Sashe  Days of Earthly Exile

Alexandra Sashe is a poet whose work is infused with a kind of religious ecsta-
sy, and whose work has its roots in the work of Paul Celan and the mystical 
thinkers of the Eastern Church. Her background in four different languages 
infuses the entire book, leading to surprising but evocative discoveries as she 
stretches the resources of her new language, making it do things that are not 
always natural to it, but which need to be expressed in this way: poetry often 
attempts to express the unsayable, to explore the inner reaches of experience 
through language, and Alexandra Sashe’s work goes further along this uneven 
path than most of her contemporaries. 

May 2021
Paperback, 88pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95 / $18

ISBN 9781848617513



M.T.C. Cronin  A Ticket to Trilce

“Cronin’s remaking, re-envisaging, re-creation of César Vallejo’s astonishing 
masterpiece Trilce enables a re-imagining of many of Vallejo’s lifelong obsessions: 
childhood, the family unit, poverty, injustice and the anarchic joy of language. 
Just as in Vallejo there is an intimate self-exposure taking place alongside 
and within the disruption of language. The social structures that marginalise 
people and their experiences are seen as embodied in the language structures 
and conventions rigidified in traditional poetic and prosaic structures. Cronin, 
just like Vallejo, seeks to break both open. All the levels of life—the banal, the 
most elevated, the erotic, the pragmatic— collapse into each other. A joyous 
sense of multiple voices liberates the poetic from tired patterns: “All these things 
we use for walls/ when the walls fall down!” (XVIII). Much of Cronin’s play 
with Vallejo’s 1922 experimental sequence originates in the gender difference 
between herself and Vallejo and the humour to be found in male-centred 

assumptions. A Ticket to Trilce provides admission to a private female stocktake of an early 20th Century classic 
in a contemporary Australian setting. A lover of Vallejo herself, Cronin provides us with a passport to another 
version of his great vision.”—Peter Boyle

August 2021
Paperback, 102pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95  / $18

ISBN 9781848617506

Angela Gardner  The Sorry Tale of the Mignonette

The Sorry Tale of the Mignonette tells the tale of the author’s great-grandmother’s 
cousin, Richard Parker, a cabin-boy on a yacht being sailed from Southamp-
ton to Sydney in 1884 for Jack Want, a prominent New South Wales barrister 
and politician. The Mignonette foundered in the South Atlantic far from land, 
and after nineteen days with no sight of any other vessel to rescue them, and 
with all four in a terrible state, the captain and mate decided to murder and 
eat poor Richard. Days later the remaining sailors were rescued and returned 
to Falmouth to face justice. The original trial at Exeter Assize was moved to 
The Old Bailey due to huge public interest and the need to clarify the Empire’s 
maritime legal framework regarding what had been common practice. 
        The Sorry Tale of the Mignonette explores power relationships, individual 
motives, survivor guilt and self-justification, and justice and divine retribu-
tion. Poetry heightens the tension and drives the narrative telling the personal and human story of one of the 
most important legal judgements in English Law—that necessity is not a defence for murder.

March 2021
Paperback, 150pp, 9 x 6ins; £12.95 / $20  

ISBN 9781848617391

Poetry from Australia



Kelvin Corcoran (ed.) Shearsman 129 & 130

The second double-issue of Shearsman magazine for 2021 contains poetry by 
Tomi Adegbayibi, Ken Bolton and Peter Bakowski , Daragh Breen, Belinda 
Cooke , Stuart Cooke , Gareth Culshaw , Carrie Etter , Gerrie Fellows, Maria 
Jastrzebska, Kenny Knight , Rosanna Licari , Fran Lock , Julie Maclean, Fokinna 
McDonnell, John Muckle , Simon Perchik, Kerry Pries, Peter Robinson , Paul 
Rossiter, Simon Smith , Maria Stadnicka , Janet Sutherland , Lydia Unsworth , 
and Cliff Yates, plus translations of Cecilie Løveid  (by Agnes Scott Langeland), 
Gérard de Nerval (by Ian Brinton & Michael Grant) and Ivan Štrpka (by  
James Sutherland Smith).

October 2021 
Paperback, 108pp, 8.5 x 5.5ins; £9.95 / $17   ISBN 9781848616554

Tony Frazer (ed.) Shearsman 127 & 128

The first double-issue of Shearsman magazine for 2021. Poetry by Charlotte 
Baldwin, Linda Black, Melissa Buckheit , Charlotte Baldwin, Susan Connolly, 
Harriet Cooper-Smithson, Claire Crowther, Amy Crutchfield, Jane Frank, 
Amlanjyoti Goswami, Christopher Gutkind, Mandy Haggith, Jeremy Hooker, 
David Johnson, Norman Jope, L Kiew, Peter Larkin, Mary Leader, Carola 
Luther , Robin Fulton Macpherson, Olivia McCannon, Peter Robinson, 
David Rushmer, Maurice Scully, Aidan Semmens, Lucy Sheerman, Hannah 
Cooper Smithson, Agnieszka Studzińska, Scott Thurston, Anannya Uberoi, 
John Welch, Petra White, Tamar Yoseloff & translations of Marta Agudo (by 
Lawrence Schimel), Kjell Espmark (by Robin Fulton Macpherson), Kinga 
Tóth (by Annie Rutherford) & Virgil (by David Hadbawnik). With this issue, 
Shearsman magazine marks 40 years of publication.

April 2021
Paperback, 110pp, 8.5 x 5.5ins; £9.95 / $17   ISBN 9781848617643

Shearsman magazine



Tom Lowenstein  The Structure of Days Out

Tom Lowenstein taught English in London and at Northwestern University 
between 1965 and 1974 . He first went to Tikigaq in 1973 and returned there 
to work with Asatchaq and other elders from 1975 to 1980. He studied San-
skrit at the University of Washington in the 1980s and now lives in London. 
He works part time online as an English tutor and continues to write poetry.
       This book, written over a number of years, offers an account of work in 
20th century Tikigaq, focusing on issues of culture change and the lives of 
both old and young Native American people. It is the fourth in a series of 
books about this part of Alaska following The Things That Were Said of Them 
(1992), Ancient Land: Sacred Whale (1993) and Ultimate Americans (2008).

March 2021 
Paperback, 340pp, 9 x 6ins, £16.95 / $25   ISBN 9781848617681

Richard Berengarten  Balkan Spaces — Essays & Sketches

This first volume of essays and prose-pieces by Richard Berengarten reflects 
his sustained involvement in the Balkans over a period of more than thirty-
five years. By focusing on his experience of Yugoslavia before, during and after 
that country’s dissolution, Balkan Spaces locates, tracks and celebrates aspects of 
history, folk tradition, literary culture, educational practice, politics and poetry, 
while also including affectionate memoirs of many friends, most of them writers. 
Through intimate explorations and careful research, Berengarten discovers some 
of the patternings, varieties and bounties of the Balkan and Yugoslav heritage. 
While his keen eye questions and explores what William Blake called the 
“minute particulars”, his overall vision is panoramic and multi-faceted. This 
book embodies a commitment to the values and varieties of Balkan civilisation, 
to the poetic imagination, and to the poet’s vocation and craft. 

June 2021 
Paperback, 458pp, 9 x 6ins; £19.95 / $30  ISBN 9781848617537

Anthony Rudolf    Journey Around My Flat

Journey Around My Flat is the fourth in a series of five memoirs. Previous 
volumes are The Arithmetic of Memory (on growing up in Hampstead Garden 
Suburb), Silent Conversations (where the author draws on the books in his 
library to generate thoughts about reading and re-reading) and A Vanished 
Hand (a short illustrated account of his long-lost autograph album from the 
1950s). The final volume is a work-in-progress: In the Picture: Office Hours at 
the Studio of Paula Rego, an account of the author’s ongoing close association 
with the painter since the two first met in 1996.
      Journey Around My Flat continues his practice – in the footsteps of Georges 

Perec and other French writers – of using objects to trigger memories. Rudolf takes the reader on a guided 
tour of each room in the North London flat, where he has lived for forty years, and includes a generous 
supply of photos. The book – running parallel to Silent Conversations – is a chronological successor to The 
Arithmetic of Memory, which ended with the author about to leave for university. 

April 2021
Paperback, 330pp, 9 x 6ins; £16.95 / $25

ISBN 9781848617698
 Prose & Criticism

 Prose & Criticism



Andrew Duncan Nothing Is Being Suppressed

“There are several reasons for writing about the Seventies at this point. One is 
a reading of a recent collection of memories of the decade by participants. My 
impression was that they couldn’t remember the period – too much time had 
gone by. They had lost all sense of differentiation and were writing about 1975 as 
if it was 2015. … This suggested that there was a real problem with memory, jus-
tifying an account based on contemporary documents. The other problem with 
memory is that we are living in a splinter dictatorship, a cultural phase where 
the forces of convergence have stacked arms and opinions are split up into small 
groups. How can there be a collective memory when there is no single point on 
which all factions agree? So how can I record collective memory? In what sense 
is any statement about poetry true? But this argues even more for putting facts 
down and increasing the area free from malicious invention. We need to think 
about the divergence as a phenomenon in itself, a kind of cultural gravity that 

guides all the watercourses. The splintering allows local freedom at most locations – what it does not allow is 
unifying literary opinion.”   —Andrew Duncan

August 2021  
Paperback, 328pp,  9 x 6ins, £16.95 / $25  ISBN 9781848617490

Michael Heller  Within the Inscribed  
— selected prose & conversations

From his pioneering studies of the Objectivist poets and of uncertainty and 
representation in modernist and contemporary thought, Michael Heller has 
been seeking to expand the terms of how we read and discuss poetry. In these
recent writings, at once revelatory and precise, Heller deepens the exploration, 
articulating a sense of poetic language’s inscription and trace, often with 
respect to aspects of Judaic thought and Buddhist influences, the “poetics” of 
Walter Benjamin, Heidegger, the Objectivists, Oppen and Reznikoff, H.D., 
Robert Duncan, and other twentieth century writers and thinkers. As Xavier 
Kalck writes in his Foreword to this collection, Heller’s concern is with “the 
sacred as a function of language and as an objective in his poetics.”

May 2021 
Paperback, 212pp, 9 x 6ins; £14.95 / $23; ISBN 9781848617711

Peter Robinson  The Personal Art — Essays

As Angela Leighton wrote, Peter Robinson ‘has been a generous promoter 
of contemporary poetry for decades, and this collection of essays bears 
witness to his dedication and energy.’ What she had to say then of Twentieth 
Century Poetry: Selves and Situations (2005) could not be truer for The Personal 
Art, a new and comprehensive gathering of Robinson’s critical writings on 
Anglophone poets. To these have been added memoirs on his childhood and 
youth in Liverpool, his becoming a reader, on the Cambridge Poetry Festival, 
the events around his diagnosis and operation for a benign brain tumour, 
and the importance of Roy Fisher as example and mentor. The Personal Art is 
an essential guide to the poetry that has shaped and fed the imagination of a 
distinctive and original poet.

September 2021 Paperback, 88pp, 9 x 6ins; £16.95 / $25 ISBN 9781848616912  

 Prose & Criticism



Eduardo Moga   My Father / Mi padre
translated from Spanish by Terence Dooley
Poetry Book Society Recommended Translation

Like a glazier reconstructing a mirror broken into a hundred shards, Eduardo 
Moga assembles a portrait of his father, thirty years after his death, from tiny 
sharp fragments of memory. This is no idealized patriarch but an ordinary 
man who has lived almost his whole life in the grey, grey hardscrabble years 
of the Franco dictatorship when it was ‘as if everybody’s feet smelt’. He is seen 
with a forensic clarity through now a child’s, now an adult’s eyes and across 
the gulf that education, relative prosperity and happier times inevitably 
create. He is sometimes absurd in his opinions and little vanities, sometimes 
off-putting in his personal habits, angry, lost, pitiable, but often kind and 
wanting to pass on his erratic wisdom. Most of all, and this is Moga’s great 
achievement, he is a real living person.

April 2021   Paperback, 116pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95 / $18    ISBN 9781848617575    Bilingual

Vicente Huidobro   Adam
translated from Spanish by Tony Frazer

This volume is only the second English translation of Huidobro’s earliest ma-
ture poetry, the first work to indicate that there was more to him than the pale 
imitation of Rubén Darío that was evidenced in his first two books. Written 
between 1914 and 1916, and published in Santiago in 1916, it was Huidobro’s 
first extended attempt at free verse. It is probably fair to say that the book would 
today be mostly ignored, were it not for the author’s spectacular later career, but 
it retains considerable interest as a transitional volume, alongside the subsequent 
collection, El espejo de agua (The Water Mirror), also published in 1916, before he 
rushed headlong into the vanguardia and international modernism.

August 2021
Paperback, 108pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95  / $18 ISBN 9781848617759   Bilingual 

Vicente Huidobro   Citizen of Oblivion / El ciudadano del olvido
translated from Spanish by Tony Frazer

In 1941, Huidobro was to do something that he had done several times be-
fore, which was to issue two new collections of his poems in the same year, 
this time in Santiago, rather than in Paris or Madrid. His previous new pub-
lications had been in 1931, the banner year in which Altazor and Temblor de 
cielo (Skyquake) appeared. The poems in this volume were composed be-
tween 1924 and 1934, according to the title page, and thus come from the 
heated period in which those two previous works had germinated, the period 
in which the author had returned to Paris with a new wife and had published 
a successful novel, and the period in which his work grew to be that of a 
contemporary maestro. Added to the original collection here are four French 
versions of the poems made by the author.

October 2021
Paperback, 230pp, 9 x 6ins; £14.95 / $23    ISBN 9781848617223    Bilingual

Poetry in Translation



Vicente Huidobro   Adverse Winds
translated from Spanish by Tony Frazer

Huidobro published this collection of manifestos and statements on poetics 
in 1925, and it summed up the previous 8 or 9 years of his work. The truth is, 
however, that he was already moving away from some of the positions espoused 
here. This volume was written in Spanish, for a Chilean audience, and was 
published the same year as his two final French-language poetry collections 
(published by Shearsman Books together in 2020 as Paris 1925). From 1926 
onwards he is emphatically a Spanish-language poet, although some works 
continued to be composed in both languages (particularly Temblor de cielo / 
Tremblement de ciel and, in part, Altazor), and others were translated by the 
author into French for magazine publication.

November 2021 (tentative release date)     Paperback, 210pp
9 x 6ins; £14.95 / $23 ISBN 9781848616950 English Only

Prose & Poetry in Translation

Jeannette Clariond   The Goddesses of Water / Las diosas del agua
translated from Spanish by Samantha Schnee

23 August 2021 (13 August in the Julian calendar used at the time) marks the 
500th anniversary of the conquest of the Aztec Empire by Spanish conquista-
dors – accomplished with the significant aid of indigenous allies from Tlaxcala, 
an important smaller polity treated brutally by the Aztecs, and following a tragic 
smallpox epidemic inadvertently caused by the newcomers – and the beginning 
of Spanish suzerainty in what is now Mexico. “Significant aid” indeed: in the 
final battle for Tenochtitlán, the Spanish military forces numbered less than 
a thousand, and their indigenous allies are reported to have numbered up to 
150,000. A glorious, if decidedly alien, culture was all but obliterated in the 
wake of the victory, and one of the world’s greatest cities reduced to ruins. In 
this volume Jeannette Clariond harks back to the female pantheon of the Aztec 
religion, awakening memories of a past obscured by 500 years of overwriting.

August 2021
Paperback, 150pp, 9 x 6ins; £12.95. ISBN 9781848617612

Bilingual. Not for sale in North America.

Marina Tsvetaeva   Poem of the End: Six Narrative Poems 
translated from Russian by Nina Kossman

This bilingual collection contains six of Tsvetaeva’s acclaimed narrative po-
ems. She always regarded the narrative poem as her true challenge, and she 
created powerful and intensely original works in this genre. They can be seen 
as markers of various stages in her poetic development, ranging from the 
early, folk-accented ‘On a Red Steed’ to the lyrical-confessional ‘Poem of the 
Mountain’ and ‘Poem of the End’ to the more metaphysical later poems, ‘An 
Attempt at a Room’, a beautiful requiem for Rilke, ‘New Year’s Greetings’,  
and ‘Poem of the Air’, a stirring celebration of Lindbergh’s transatlantic flight 
and the quest for the soul’s freedom. 

November 2021. Not for sale in North America.
Paperback, 164pp, 9 x 6ins; £12.95; 
ISBN 9781848617780   Bilingual



Hadassa Tal  but first i call your name
translated from Hebrew by Joanna Chen

“Hadassa Tal’s poetry is a manuscript of pain and beauty. ‘How beautiful is 
all this beauty’, she writes, ‘How will I surrender you to the ground’. But 
the power of these poems is just that: they do not surrender beauty to the 
ground. They give it to the wind, to the water, to the dance, they elevate it 
‘higher than the dome of thought’, they sift through ‘the death from the 
death within’. These broken poems create the ‘elusive miracle’ that allows 
us to grasp what can not be grasped, to know what is impossible to know. 
Thus, throughout the pages of this book, they shift across states of matter 
and registers of language and voice, only to hold one tiny girl, ‘innocent of 
words’,’and to release her from the innumerable eyes that are reflected in the 
noting.”—Dana Amir

October 2021
Paperback, 86pp, 8.5 x 5.5ins; £10.95 / $18    ISBN 9781848617797  English Only

Poetry in Translation

Alireza Abiz  The Kindly Interrogator
translated from Farsi by W.N. Herbert & Alireza Abiz

Iranian poet Alireza Abiz, born in 1968 in South Khorasan Province, Iran, is 
the author of six collections in Farsi, as well as a study in English of censorship 
in the Islamic Republic of Iran since the revolution, Censorship of Literature in 
Post-Revolutionary Iran: Politics and Culture since 1979 was published in 2020 
by I.B. Tauris, London. He is the co-founder of MAHA, a Persian language 
online platform for art and literature and PersianLit, a website dedicated to 
Persian literature in English. He lives in London where he works as a creative 
writing teacher, translator and researcher. This is the first book-length transla-
tion of his work in English.

June 2021
Paperback, 70pp, 8.5 x 5.5ins; £10.95 / $18 ISBN 9781848617704 English only.

Paul Claudel Break of Day
Edited by Anthony Rudolf. Translated from French  

by Jonathan Griffin, Susannah York, David Furlong & John Naughton

In 1900, Paul Claudel, then a young 32-year-old diplomat, had an affair with 
a married woman while he was French consul in China. This affair had a 
huge impact on him, and he wrote Partage de midi, a semi-autobiographical 
verse play, as a catharsis. Claudel banned it from being published or staged, 
owing to its autobiographical nature and the play was to remain generally 
secret for 42 years – until his friend Jean-Louis Barrault made him change his 
mind in 1948. By this time, Claudel had become a member of the Académie 
Française, and he was an important diplomat. After his retirement, his plays 
were success-fully produced year after year in France. Barrault had done some 
of the productions, and convinced Claudel to allow him to produce the play. 
Claudel agreed but revisited it and completely rewrote the end. From then on, 
there were two versions of the play.

July 2021 
Paperback, 124pp, 9 x 6ins; £12.95 / $20     ISBN 9781848617551    English Only



Virgil Aeneid, Books I-VI (hardcover edition)
translated from Latin by David Hadbawnik. Illustrations by Carrie Kaser

David Hadbawnik’s astonishing modern translation of the Aeneid has been 
appearing in excerpts in a number of US publications, but this is the first 
time that a sizeable group of them has been bought together. This handsome 
volume presents Hadbawnik’s version of the first half of Virgil’s great national 
epic, with atmospheric illustrations from Carrie Kaser. NB: This is a hardcover 
version of the paperback that first appeared in 2015.

May 2021
Hardcover, 214pp, 9 x 6ins; £19.95 / $32
ISBN 9781848617032    English Only

Virgil Aeneid, Books VII-XII (paperback edition)
translated from Latin by David Hadbawnik. Illustrations by Omar Al-Nakib

The long-awaited completion of David Hadbawnik’s ambitious retelling of 
Virgil’s Aeneid, with over 60 grayscale illustrations.

August 2021
Paperback (with all images in grayscale), 360pp, 9 x 6ins; 

£16.95 / $29.95
ISBN 9781848617803

English Only

Virgil Aeneid, Books VII-XII  (hardcover edition)
translated from Latin by David Hadbawnik. Illustrations by Omar Al-Nakib.

The long-awaited completion of David Hadbawnik’s ambitious retelling of 
Virgil’s Aeneid, with over 60 full-colour illustrations.

August 2021
Hardcover, full-colour edition, 360pp, 9 x 6ins
£29.95 / $50;  ISBN 9781848617636
English Only

Poetry in Translation



Jorge Manrique  Stanzas on the Death of His Father
translated from Spanish by Patrick McGuinness. Introduced by Geraldine Hazbun.

Manrique (1440–1478) was one of the greatest Spanish poets of the 15th 
century, and is best known for this work, the Coplas a la muerte de mi 
padre, composed as a funeral eulogy for his father, Rodrigo, who died on 11 
November 1476 in Ocaña. Jorge thought that his father led a life worth living. 
He makes a reference to three lives:

 —terrestrial life that ends in death;
 —the life of fame, which is longer lasting;
 —life after death, which is endless.

June 2021
Paperback, 102pp, 8.5 x 5.5ins; £10.95 / $18
ISBN 9781848617728 Bilingual

Luís Vaz de Camões  Selected Shorter Poems
translated from Portuguese by Jonathan Griffin, 

with an introduction by Hélder Macedo & an essay by Jorge de Sena

Camões is best known for his epic Lusiads (see below), but he was also one 
of the great sonneteers in Portuguese. This volume brings together all of 
Jonathan Griffin’s surviving translations of Camões, together with some short 
essays on Camões.

July 2021 
Paperback, 92pp, 8.5 x 5.5ins; £10.95 / $18

ISBN 9781848616172
Bilingual

Shearsman Classics

Luís Vaz de Camões  The Lusiads
translated from Portuguese by Sir Richard Fanshawe

The Lusiads is Camões’ masterpiece and to all intents and purposes his attempt 
at a Portuguese Aeneid, but dealing with the rise of Portugal as a maritime power, 
rather than the rise of Rome. Fittingly, the major presence in these pages is the 
great navigator, Vasco de Gama. Fanshawe completed his translation while 
under house arrest at his family estate, during the Cromwellian interregnum, 
and is itself a masterpiece of 17th-century translation.

July 2021 
Paperback, 400pp, 9 x 6ins; £19.95 / $32 
ISBN 9781848616790
English only



Mark Weiss  Suite of Dances

Mark Weiss’s new book-length sequence is a mixture of memoir and trave-
logue.

August 2021
Paperback, 204pp, 9 x 6ins; 

£14.95  / $25
ISBN 9781848617322

Poetry from North America

Martin Corless-Smith  The Melancholy of Anatomy

In The Melancholy of Anatomy, his ninth collection of poetry, Martin Corless-
Smith turns his attention towards ageing and mortality, and in particular to 
the death of his father. Shifting between formal verse and prose, from the 
metaphysical to the whimsical, from surreal to anecdotal, the book moves 
between poetic articulations as a mind might through memories, sifting to find 
anything to hold on to as everything flows and falls away. At times melancholic, 
at times nihilistic, at times luminous and dark, this collection asks questions 
about poetry, memory and what it is to have loved and lived.

April 2021
Paperback, 94pp, 9 x 6ins; £10.95 / $18
ISBN 9781848617582

Francisco de Quevedo  Selected Poems
translated from Spanish by Michael Smith and Luis Ingelmo 

Along with his mortal enemy Góngora, Quevedo was the greatest of Spanish 
Renaissance poets. The late Michael Smith worked for many years on his 
versions of Quevedo, publishing an earlier edition in Ireland in 1989, and this 
volume contains his final thoughts, as revised by his long-time collaborator, 
Luis Ingelmo.

Early 2022 
Paperback, 148pp, 9 x 6ins; £12.95 / $21

ISBN 9781848618091   Bilingual

Shearsman Classics



Derek Gromadzki  Horology

“Derek Gromadzki’s Horology marks a significant advance from his first 
book, Pilgrimage Suites, which itself, more completely than most débuts, 
announced a poet already making his own sound. In Horology, Gromadzki 
makes his own world, and it is a world shaped by an attention to the word 
more focused than any other I know in contemporary poetry. And yet Ho-
rology is also a welcoming book. And yet Horology is a new poetry made new 
again.” —Shane McCrae

May 2021
Paperback, 102pp, 9 x 6ins 

£10.95  / $18  ISBN 9781848617407

Nazifa Islam Forlorn Light – Virginia Woolf Found Poems

“To write these poems, I select a paragraph from a Woolf novel—The Waves 
or Mrs. Dalloway—and only use the words from that paragraph to create a 
poem. I essentially write poems while doing a word search using Virginia 
Woolf as source material. I don’t allow myself to repeat words, add words, 
or edit the language for tense or any other consideration. These poems are 
simultaneously defined by both Woolf ’s choices with language as well as my 
own. They feel like an homage to this writer I so admire as well as a way of 
authentically expressing my lived experience.” —Nazifa Islam

August 2021
Paperback, 96pp, 9 x 6ins, 
£10.95 / $18 
ISBN 9781848617841

Poetry from North America

Jennifer Militello The Pact

In her newest collection, award-winning poet and memoirist Jennifer Militello 
confronts obsession, intimacy, and abuse. Through love poems inspired by 
such disparate spaces as a British art museum and the reptile house of a local 
zoo, comparing a romantic a air to the religious cult at Jonestown and a 
mother’s role to a Congolese power figure bristling with nails, The Pact offers 
an indictment against affection and a portent against zeal. This book places 
pleasure alongside pain, even as it delivers Militello’s trademark talent for 
innovation and ritualization of the strange.

October 2021
Paperback, 96pp, 9 x 6ins, £10.95  ISBN 9781848617610.
Available in the USA from Tupelo Press
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