Our Parish Liturgy . . . . .

This Week (5 Lent A)
WEEK 1

18.00 673
09.00 673
11.00 Musicians

Spoken

Ezekiel 37:12-14
T will put my spirit within you, and you
shall live.”

With the Lord there is mercy, and
fullness of redemption.

Romans 8:8-11
'The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from
the dead awells in you.”

Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the
living God.”

I am the resurrection and the
life, says the Lord. Everyone who
believes in me shall never die.

Glory to you, O Christ, Son of the
living God.”

John 11:1-45

I am the resurrection and the life.”

18.00 629
09.00 629
11.00 Musicians

18.00 Missal Tone
09.00 Missal Tone
11.00 Musicians

18.00 Missal Tone
09.00 Missal Tone
11.00 Musicians

18.00 Missal Tone
09.00 Missal Tone
11.00 Spoken

18.00 Spoken
09.00 Spoken
11.00 Musicians

18.00 Missal Tone
09.00 Missal Tone
11.00 Musicians

Everyone who lives and believes in
medW/// not die for ever, says the
Lord.

18.00 748
09.00 748
11.00 Musicians

18.00 302
09.00 302
11.00 Musicians

Next Week (Passion [Palm] Sunday A)
WEEK 2

Matthew 21:1-11
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord.”

Isaiah 50:4-7
T hid not my face from disgrace, and I
know that I shall not be put to shame.”’

My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?

Philippians 2:6-11
'He humbled himself, therefore God has
highly exalted him.’

Matthew 26:14-27
'The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

MARRIAGE MATTERS

In his Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, Pope
Francis offers a profound insight into the joy of
Christian marriage and reminds us of its place at the
very heart of the Church’s life. Christian marriage, he
observes, ‘is a sign of how much Christ loved his
Church in the covenant sealed on the cross, yet it
also makes that love present in the communion of
the spouses. By becoming one flesh, they embody
’gled espousal of our human nature by the Son of
od.”

As we know, the Holy Scriptures feed and nourish
our faith and help us to grow in our relationship
with God and one another. It is for this reason that
these scriptural reflections are offered. They should
help enable married couples to focus on the richness
of God’s Word that we hear proclaimed each Sunday
of the Year and to experience the deep joy of God’s
love expressed in the great Sacrament of Marriage.

THE LORD WILL LEAD Us
BACK TOGETHER

Ezekiel's words apply to us when we are going
through tough times in our relationship, when
intimacy, physical or otherwise, seems impossible. At
such times, Jesus weeps for us as He did for
Lazarus. He will bring us back together if we ask Him
and are willing to be vulnerable enough to explore
together the changes we need to make.
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Mysteries . . . . .

The first reading from
Ezekiel is perfectly paired
with the Gospel reading of

the raising of Lazarus. Ezekiel
hears God say very clearly that
God will raise his people from
the dead, animating them with
the spirit that will bring them
back to life. The second
reading from St. Paul also
addresses  the Jewish and
Christian theological question,
“Is death the end of every
thing?” Paul is as emphatic as
Ezekiel. No. “The One who
raised Christ from the dead will
give life to your mortal bodies
also.” Py
Of course, it might seem
easy to believe in life after’
death until we have had a
loved one die. Martha and Mary
might have believed in an afterlife
because, as Jews, they would have
been familiar with the promise from
Ezekiel. Yet when their brother died
and the reality of him being gone for
four days sank in, they doubted too.
Not only did they doubt, but they
grieved deeply, and even got angry at
Jesus. Martha told Jesus she believes
Lazarus “will rise, in the resurrection on
Bite Size . . . the last day,” but believing that
didn't lessen her other perfectly normal
human emotions.

Even after Jesus raised Lazarus from
the dead, mysteries remain. Why didn't
Jesus go to Lazarus immediately when
the sisters summoned him? Why did he
let them experience heart-breaking
sadness for four days? Why did Jesus
cry if he knew he would raise Lazarus
from the dead? Why did Jesus raise
Lazarus but not others who died during
his lifetime? Why do some people
today get to experience healing
miracles, but others dont? Why do we
have to wait for the resurrection of the
dead to see our loved ones again?
These readings today don't solve any
mysteries of our faith. They don't give

Financial News . .

2" Collection . . .

Before Mass - Talk to God During Mass -

22"9 March 2026 : 5'" Sunday Lent Year A

us answers about God, but they
point to the complete conviction
of three different biblical writers
who do not doubt that Jesus is
“the resurrection and the life.”

Questions of the week

©® What most stands out to
you when you hear the
Gospel reading today?
Why?

® If you have lost a loved
one(s), did that affect on
what you believe about the
afterlife? How so?

“You shall know that I am the Lord when I open
your graves and have you rise from them.”

Sheepish Question:
In what ways do I need to strengthen my belief in

God's power, particularly in the truth
of resurrection?

EASTER COLLECTION FOR THE SUPPORT OF
PARISH CLERGY - This provides income
to the Parish for the support of clergy
and may be Gift Aided. Any cheques
should be made payable to the ‘Sacred
Heart Parish, Cobham’ (any cheques
made out personally to a member of clergy
are direct gifts and cannot be received into
Parish funds or Gift Aided). You will find a
supply of Gift Aid Envelopes for this
collection in the Church Narthex.

Listen to God After Mass - Talk to your friends



o
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Parish Office . . . . .

Normal Office Hours : Monday to Friday 09.30 - 12.30.
Parish Secretary : Sarah Cox (01932) 860244
cobham@abdiocese.org.uk
Newsletter Editorial : Items for possible inclusion in the Parish
Newsletter (if there is room) need to be received (in writing please) at
the Parish Office by midday on Wednesday.
Gift Aid Organiser : Dan Meehan (01372) 456416
ga.cobham@abdiocese.org.uk

Safeguarding Rep. : Mark Hillas 07436 571060

sgl.cobham@abdiocese.org.uk ,

General Parish Information . . . . .

Parishioner Registration : Every household within the Parish is
requested to complete a ‘Parishioner Registration/Census’ form so that our
Parish records may be kept up to date. These forms can be obtained from the
Parish Office and should be completed fully before being returned to the
Parish Office.

Should you move address within the Parish at any time please complete a new
form and write ‘"AMENDMENT’ across the top of the form. Thank you.

Hospital : 1f you are going into hospital as a ‘planned admission’ you are
strongly encouraged to make contact with Fr Daryl well beforehand so that, if
appropriate, the Sacrament of the Sick can be celebrated beforehand.

Infant Baptism : Infant Baptisms are intended for the children of
practising parishioners only and are celebrated on five occasions during the
year after parents and godparents have completed a course of preparation.
There can be no celebration without this important course. The dates of the
courses for the current year can be found in the application form available
from the Parish Office. Baptisms do not take place during the seasons of Advent
or Lent.

Sacramental Preparation : Notice of the availability of Application
Forms for preparation for First Reconciliation and First Eucharist will be made
via the Parish Newsletter between the school Summer Half Term and 31%
August each year. Possible candidates for Confirmation should respond to the
announcements made via the Parish Newsletter at the beginning of the Autumn
school term.

Parishioners are advised that it is very difficult to imagine that any family or
individual who is not regularly practising the Faith as members of our
community could possibly be ready to celebrate a Sacrament of the Church.

Marriage Preparation : Marriages are celebrated by appointment with
the Parish Priest. It should be remembered that in the Diocese of Arundel &
Brighton twelve months minimum notice is required before a marriage may
take place; this is a requirement of the Church for all marriages that involve
a Roman Catholic (even if they are not taking place in the Catholic Church). It
is also necessary that one of the parties must have a meaningful connection
with the Parish. Marriages do not take place during the seasons of Advent or
Lent.

Parish Car Park : All Parishioners attending Mass and using our Car Park
need to make sure that they have fully completed our ‘Parishioner Registration/
Census Form’ (available from the Parish Office) before using the Car Park; this
ensures that your current vehicle registration is lodged in the system.
Registering only needs to be done once (unless you change your car or if you
use another car in the family that is not registered on the system).

Important : if you are not registered on the system and you use the car park
you will receive a parking notice.

Registered Parishioners and pre-registered visitors are able to park whilst they
attend our Masses/liturgies without fear of a charge notice.

(Car Park queries - parking@shpcobham.com)

NOTE : the Car Park does not use QR codes any found are scams!

FROM THE
CHURCH
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Church Mouse (cub reporter). . .
The musings of one of God's smallest creatures on events in and around the
Parish over the past seven days . ...

= Very busy around The Presbytery as things begin to 'hot up’ for the great Easter
= Feast......

Last Saturday morning our singers and musicians were once more practicing for some of our
Holy Week liturgies.

On Sunday afternoon parishioners once more had the opportunity to celebrate Lenten Evening
Prayer & Benediction - taking the chance to jump off the normal merry-go-round of life to
spend a short period of time with the Lord.

After celebrating Morning Prayer, Mass, and Exposition on St Patrick's Day (Tuesday), Fr D was
off down to the diocesan offices to wear his 'other hat' in the Tribunal. Whilst there he
received an email from the lighting engineers asking for a little more input as fto the various
lighting circuits in the church and how they would be used to construct various ‘themes' to be
used at our different types of service. Fr D left working on this until the evening as he was
working on his judgment for one of his marriage cases.

Following Morning Prayer and Mass on Wednesday Fr D sent off his answers to the lighting
engineers and very quickly got a reply that the schema was just what they wanted (but could
still be adjusted on site if necessary at any point in time). Fr D met for his regular monthly
lunch with Fr Ruslan (Walton-on-Thames) - the waiter had to keep coming back to try and take
their order as they were talking so animatedly! In the early evening Fr D was meeting with our
Confirmation candidates to Iooa at Holy Week and all the different from normal things that
hamoen during it. The candidates 'signed-up’ for various jobs at the Holy Thursday Mass and also
told Fr D a little bit about the saints they had chosen for their confirmation name. Finally Fr D
was able to announce that, because we are minus a bishop at present, the confirmation Mass will
now take place here in the Sacred Heart at the 18.00 Mass on Saturday 9™ May, and that in the
bishop's absence he had been given faculties to celebrate their confirmation. After the meeting
Fr D opened up the church for our singers and musicians to continue with their practices for
some of our Holy Week Liturgies.

After Morning Prayer and Mass on Thursday Fr D began his parts of the

newsletter before travelling down to Sussex for a meeting of the Bosco Q=N
Catholic Education Trust which he is a member of ... ... Ch Amouse

CHILDREN'S WORD SEARCH 5™ SUNDAY LENT YEAR A
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Lectio Divina Prayer This Week . . .

RESURRECTION LIFE

John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45%*
3The sisters sent Jesus a message: “Lord, your dear friend is ill.”
*When Jesus heard it, he said, “The final result of this illness will not be the death of Lazarus; this has happened
in order to bring glory to God, and it will be the means by which the Son of God will receive glory.”
>Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. ®Yet when he received the news that Lazarus was ill, he stayed
where he was for two more days. “Then he said to the disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”
”When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had been buried four days before.
2When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed in the house. *!Martha
said to Jesus, “If you had been here, Lord, my brother would not have died! #’But I know that even now God
will give you whatever you ask him for.”
2“your brother will rise to life,” Jesus told her.
2™T know,” she replied, “that he will rise to life on the last day.”
ZJesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me will live, even though they die;
%°and all those who live and believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
27“YI%IS' Lord!” she answered. “I do believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who was to come into the
world.”
$3Jesus saw her weeping, and he saw how the people who were with her were weeping also; his heart was
touched, and he was deeply moved. ***Where have you buried him?” he asked them.
“Come and see, Lord,” they answered.
3Jesus wept. *"See how much he loved him!” the people said.
ZB_ut?some of them said, “He gave sight to the blind man, didn't he? Could he not have kept Lazarus from
ing?”
*Deeply moved once more, Jesus went to the tomb, which was a cave with a stone placed at the entrance.
3™Take the stone away!” Jesus ordered.
Martha, the dead man'’s sister, answered, “There will be a bad smell, Lord. He has been buried four days!”
“0Jesus said to her, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you believed?” *They took the stone
away. Jesus looked up and said, “I thank you, Father, that you listen to me. **I know that you always listen to
me, but I say this for the sake of the people here, so that theX will believe that you sent me.” **After he had
said this, he called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” **He came out, his hands and feet wrapped in
grave clothes, and with a cloth round his face. “Untie him,” Jesus told them, “and let him go.”
Many of the people who had come to visit Mary saw what Jesus did, and they believed in him.

*This is a shortened form of today’s reading. The full reading is John 11:1-45.
Other Readings: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:8-11

LECTIO:

Mary and Martha are very close friends of Jesus so they are dismayed when he appears to arrive too late - after
their brother has died. From the outset Jesus is aware that his Father has a glorious plan (verse 4) but that still
doesn’t prevent him from sharing their grief (verses 33-35). Jesus declares ‘I am the resurrection and the life’ and
promises that those who believe in him will never die (verses 25-26). Martha expresses her faith that Jesus is the
promised Messiah. Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead so that people will believe he is the Son of God. Many
people do believe but for the religious leaders Jesus now poses so great a threat that they plot to kill him (verse

>3)- IT'S LIKE THE LAST

STRAW FOR THEM. 4 FEW
VERSES LATER THEYWE

FECIFER HE Has TO FIE. ]

SWEN HOW THINGS
WORKER FOR LAZARLS,
THEY THOUGHT JESLUS
WOULE STAY PEAC?

JESUS' ENEMIES
DECIPE TO KILL HiM
BECAUSE HE
RAISES LAZARLUST

(

MEDITATIO:
. What things strike you most from this story?
. What does this miracle demonstrate about Jesus’ authority?

. 'T am the resurrection and the life.” What does this statement mean for you? What do you think about
eternal life?

ORATIO:
Respond to God in prayer. Bring your hopes and fears to him and thank him for his loving care.

CONTEMPLATIO:
Read Romans 8:8-11 and let these verses strengthen your faith and confidence in God’s promises.

Services For The Coming Week . . . . .
Service / Intention

21% March

17.00 - 17.30 Sacrament of Reconciliation
O Live-Stream /Recorded | 18.00 Norah Birch t M. Drury
Sun. 22" March
O Live-Stream /Recorded |09.00 Fr Tony Bridson M. Drury
O Live-Stream /Recorded | 11.00 For the Parishioners
15.30 Lenten Evening Prayer & Benediction

Mon. 23" March

No Service Today Mass 09.30 at Walton
Tue. 24" March

09.15 Morning Prayer of the Church [p.p. 41 - 493]
O Live-Streamed 09.30 Teresa Giles T Foundation
10.00 - 11.00 Exposition of Blessed Sacrament for Private Prayer

Wed. 25" March

THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD, YEAR A

09.15 Morning Prayer of the Church [p.p. 51 - 493]
O Live-Streamed 09.30 Ilir & Family M.
Thu. 26™ March
09.15 Morning Prayer of the Church [p.p. 60 - 493]
O Live-Streamed 09.30 Ben Farmer M. Drury
Fri. 27" March
09.15 Morning Prayer of the Church [p.p. 71 - 493]
O Live-Streamed 09.30 Sue Cornwell M. Drury
12.30 Way of the Cross followed by CAFOD Fast Lunch

Sat. 28" March

17.00 - 17.30 Sacrament of Reconciliation
O Live-Stream /Recorded | 18.00 Geraldine Sharpe M. Drury
Sun. 29" March PASSION [PA DA
O Live-Stream /Recorded | 09.00 For the Parishioners
O Live-Stream /Recorded |11.00 Annie Strange T L. Chidwick
15.30 Lenten Evening Prayer & Benediction
o o o m mm mm  mm mm mm mm mm  m mm m mm m — — — — —
/

Annunciation of the Lord . . . . .

The  solemnity of the
Annunciation of the Lord was
first celebrated in the fourth
or fifth century. Its central
focus is the Incarnation: God
has become one of us. From

Jesus will accept a life of
suffering and a terrible death:
“No one has greater love than
this, to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends” (John 15:13).

Since Mary is the instrument

fulfils Isaiah 7:14 in a way
that Isaiah could not have
imagined.

Together with Jesus, the
privileged and graced Mary
is the link between heaven

\

all eternity God had decided
that the Second Person of the
Blessed Trinity should become
human. Now, as Luke 1:26-38
tells us, the decision is being
realised.

The God-Man embraces all of
humanity, indeed all creation,
to bring it to God in one great
act of love. Because human
beings have rejected God,

of Incarnation, she has a role
to play with Jesus in creation
and redemption. It is a God-
given role. It is God’s grace
from beginning to end. Mary
becomes the eminent figure
she is only by God’s grace.
She is the empty space where
God could act. Everything she
is she owes to the Trinity.

Mary is the virgin-mother who

and earth. She is the
human being who best,
after Jesus, exemplifies the
possibilities  of human
existence. She received into |'
her lowliness the infinite |

love of God. She shows 3

how an ordinary human J )
being can reflect God in the
ordinary circumstances of

life.

e




Parish Ministries For Next Weekend . . . . .
WELCOME EXTRAORDINARY REPOSITORY
DATE / MAss MINISTERS READERS MINISTERS AFTER MASS
SATUR[DAYI 1 lstin g P. Hunt
Passion [Palm till Required; : )
28/03/26 please offer G. Di Gerardo N/A at present A Essien
18.00 :
SUNDAY .
Passion [Palm] | Still Required; A. Dale D. Meehan D. Westsmith
29/93/26 |please offer G. Fisher M. Smyth
SUNDAY .
Passion [Palm] |Still Required; C. Templer Still Required; I Heims
29/03/26 please offer : P please offer S. Williams
11.00 )
PLEASE REMEMBER : If you are unable to complete your particular ministry then it is your responsibility
to arrange cover with another minister. In this way our Sunday Liturgies will run in a smooth and
prayerful way.

FRIDAY'S OF LENT
Last one - 27" March

Remember Easter Duties - ALL Catholics are expected to receive the Sacraments
Reconciliation and Eucharist between Ash Wednesday and Trinity Sunday (31 May).

of

-1 25,000

SUNDAY’S OF LENT

AR

willing to lead on one Friday.

in aid of CAFOD.

Way of the Cross 12.30
Why not commit to joining in this
traditional Catholic Lenten Devotion.
We are looking for volunteer parishioners

CAFOD Fast Lunch
After the Way of the Cross why not
attend a Fast Lunch of bread and soup

We need volunteers (teams of two) to
make, serve, and clear up each Friday.

Take the chance to s

-\.

Effingham, KT24 5]P

22" & 29" March

Evening Prayer & Benediction 15.30

aside from the "hustle
and bustle’ of modemn life to spend some time
with the Lord in quiet prayer.

RECONCILIATION SERVICES

Adult Lenten

- Reconciliation Service
Friday 27" March

[this week]
O.L. Sorrows,
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| 9% FOR THOSE UNWELL AT
1 "V THIS TIME:
Y Sr Anne Bayley, Norma

l Begley, Fr Tony Bridson,
| Maggie Dongray, Tom
Delbridge, Fiona Frank,

I Maureen Garner, baby Naomi
I Hunt, Michael Nutcher, Fr
I Sebastian Paul, Pascal Smyth,

Anne Sproul and John Wilkey.

I THE RECENTLY DECEASED:

ANNIVERSARIES OF DEATH:

John Hadjioannou t
Mary Ellis +

Mandy Murphy *

Fr Cyril Cravos t

Fr Edmund Daly T
Canon Thomas Lynch +
Fr Edward Holloway t
Fr David Russell t

Fr Hugh Donaghy t
Fr Brian Taylor t

Fr John Flanaghan +
Fr Richard Frost

{ Prayers Please . . . . .

MONTHLY

HoLy FATHER'S
PRAYER INTENTION:

n

toward effective

violence . . .”

..... that nations move

disarmament, particularly
nuclear disarmament, and
that world leaders choose
the path of dialogue
and diplomacy instead of
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Parish Roundup . . . . .

DEANERY NEWSLETTER LENT 2026 - The latest Deanery Newsletter is now available in the narthex and
on our Parish Website. Wondering what happened to all those postcards from last Advent? The results
are in! If you'd like some food for thought on Mission - this is it! What's going on around the Deanery
during Holy Week and Easter? Find out in the Deanery Newsletter, come along, and you'll be made
very welcome.
EASTER CHOIR PRACTICES - Our singers and musicians are busy in their rehearsals for leading our
liturgies during Holy Week (Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, & Good Friday). Any and all parishioners
are more than welcome to come along and join in, no previous experience necessary.
If you enjoy singing as part of a group this could be for you!
Dates of the remaining rehearsals:

Sat. 28 Mar. (10.30); and Wed. 1 Apr. (19.30).
REPOSITORY - Easter, Confirmation, and First Eucharist cards are now all available from our
Repository after our weekend Masses. New Translation Sunday Missals are also available.
EASTER MINISTRIES ROTA 2026 - At the rear of the church are a set of ‘sign-up’ sheets for our
liturgies over the course of Holy Week. Would all Readers, Welcomers, Servers and Extraordinary
Ministers please look at these lists and ‘sign-up’ if they can fill gaps. Also among the lists are a request
for 'Disciples’ to have their foot washed and for those who wish to take part in the tradition of
‘Watching’ at the Altar of Repose on Holy Thursday evening.
Chrism Mass - Wednesday 1% April, 18.00, Arundel Cathedral, BN18 9AY. People from across our diocesan
family of faith are invited to join Bishop Gerard Bradley and members of clergy at the annual Chrism Mass —
one of the most beautiful Masses of the year, celebrated in Catholic cathedrals across the world in Holy

Week. All are welcome.
Do NOT FORGET !

SAVE THE DATE

Our annual ‘Lenten Reconciliation
Service for Adults’ takes place THIS
FRIDAY 27" March at 19.30 in the
church of Our Lady of Sorrows,
Effingham, KT24 5]P.

We join with the Parish of Effingham & Fetcham in
celebrating the Lord’s forgiveness ready for the
great festival of Easter. We will be joined by four
priests to aid us in this celebration.

This is the major opportunity this Lent to ask for

Wear a Hat Day Event for Brain Tumour
Research !

Brain Tumaur

St Joseph's are hosting a Glamour Movie & Oscars
Themed Fundraiser Evening

27 March 7.30pm —11.00pm in the Hall
£30.00 Per Person

Contact Anne McEntee

=

07923 961 668 for Advance booking ﬂ

God’s forgiveness.

For those who
are unwell.......

those who have
died recently....

those whose
anniversaries
occur.....

the Holy
Father’s Prayer
Intention....

OUR PARISH
SUPPORTS THE
COBHAM AREA

FOODBANK

UPDATED LIST OF

Cobham

foodbank

WANTED ITEMS

Are you able to help local people in crisis by purchasing items on the list below and placing them
in the Foodbank’s collection point in the narthex when you come to Mass at the weekend? Thank You!

= UHT semi-skimmed milk =  Tinned fruit

= Fruit squash = UHT fruit juice

=  Sponge puddings =  Rice (500g pack)

=  Tinned custard =  Tinned fish

=  Pasta (5009 pack) =  Tinned vegetables & potatoes

=  Chocolate spread = Instant coffee (small & medium size jars)

= Children’s breakfast cereal = Sugar (500g pack)

=  Tinned spaghetti hoops =  Liquid hand wash

=  Toothpaste = Hair conditioner

=  Sanitary pads =  Easter eggs (for children)




