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OUR LADY OF PEACE PARISH	 Third Sunday of Advent

Saint Joseph Vocation Ministry News and Announcements

St. Joseph Vocation Ministry -The next St. Joseph 
Vocation Ministry meeting will be held on Monday, 
Jan. 5th at 6:00 p.m. in the rectory. 

Weekend Masses November/December Rosary 
Schedule 
12/ 13 Loretta Sabo                   12/14 Kilners 
12/ 20 Maher                             12/21 Leskosky 
12/27 Maureen Franzosa           12/28 Conlins

2026 Sign-up sheet for St. Joseph Statue will be in 
the vestibule of the church on the Vocation Ministry 
table. Please sign up for the week you wish to wel-
come St. Jospeh into your home.

St. Joseph Statue November/December Schedule  
December 21 – December 28 Rosina Generose 
December 28 – January 4 Bards
If you are interested in inviting the St. Joseph Statue 
into your home to pray for  vocations, a sign-up sheet 
is in the back of the church or call the rectory at  
(570) 454-8714.

Fatima Statue Schedule 
December14 to December 20: Pete and Carol Bard 
December 21 toDecember 27 Bernadette Martoccio 
December 28 toJanuary 3: Geri Scaran

A Family of our parish needs help: In the early 
morning hours of December 2, 2025, a young family 
of our parish survived a devastating house fire.  We 
thank God that the family got out safely.  The trauma 
of losing everything you have and treasure increases 
exponentially when it happens at this time of the year.  
We stand with this family supporting them with our 
prayers.  But we can easily and most effectively help 
them through the hardship by remembering them 
when we’re shopping at the grocery store or at the 
box stores by getting a gift card so they can purchase 
clothes and food.  Just drop the gift card in the col-
lection and we will be sure to pass them along swiftly.  
Thank you so much for your generous compassion!!  
 

Sponsorship Opportunities at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish 
Supporting the life and ministries of our parish in-
volves many ongoing costs. We invite parishioners and 
friends to consider sponsoring one of the following 
needs:

Flowers for the Altar 
 In celebration of the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

IMO Mary Tranguch  
by the Lunch Ladies.

Feast Day Flowers for the Altar Sponsoring flowers 
for special feast days is a beautiful way to enhance our 
worship space and honor significant celebrations in 
the Catholic calendar. These offerings remind us of 
the joy we share on days dedicated to Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Dates for 2026 
are: 
Feb. 2 - Presentation of the Lord 
May 14 - Ascension of the Lord 
June 7 - Corpus Christi 
July 16 - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Sept. 8 - Nativity of the B.V.M. 
Sept. 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
November 1, 2 - All Saints & All Souls 
Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception

Bread & Wine for 2026. Since the inception of the 
Church, it has been traditional for congregants to 
contribute bread and wine for the celebration of Mass. 
Those interested in supporting this meaningful prac-
tice are encouraged to contact the parish office.  
Opportunities for donations are available from Janu-
ary to December.

Bread & Wine Offering December 2025
Henry & Marie Toth 

 by Son, Henry & Wife, Linda & Family
 
In Loving Memory Dedications 
Parishioners and friends may dedicate a space in the 
back of the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. These remembrances offer comfort and recogni-
tion within our faith community.
Contact the parish office at 570-454-8714 if you 
wish to support ongoing beautification efforts. Con-
tinued help is vital for Molino Park’s success.
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REV. ANTHONY GENEROSE 
PASTOR 

REV. RAFAEL O’FARRIL
ASSISTANT PASTOR
Querida Familia de Nuestra Señora de La Paz:
El Adviento llega hoy a su punto luminoso: el 
Domingo de Gaudete, el domingo de la alegría. No se trata 
de una alegría superficial ni pasajera, sino de la que nace 
cuando el corazón descubre que Dios ya está actuando, 
aunque todavía no veamos todo cumplido. La Palabra de 
este día nos invita a abrir los ojos para reconocer los signos 
discretos, pero reales, de la salvación que avanza.
El profeta Isaías anuncia un cambio radical: el desierto 
florece, los débiles recuperan fuerzas, los ojos de los ciegos 
se abren y los oídos de los sordos escuchan. Son imágenes 
que describen la llegada de Dios como una vida que rompe 
la sequedad interior y devuelve esperanza a lo que parecía 
perdido. Así obra el Señor: donde nosotros vemos un desi-
erto, Él ve un jardín en gestación.
La carta de Santiago nos exhorta a vivir esta espera con 
paciencia activa, como el campesino que confía en la lluvia 
temprana y tardía. No es pasividad, sino perseverancia. 
Quien sabe que Dios viene, evita las quejas estériles, for-
talece su corazón y camina con serenidad, incluso cuando la 
realidad parece contradecir la promesa. La fe madura no se 
desespera, sino que permanece de pie.
En el Evangelio, Juan el Bautista ahora en prisión envía a 
preguntar si Jesús es el Mesías. Y Jesús responde mostrando 
signos: los ciegos ven, los cojos andan, los pobres reciben la 
buena noticia. La verdadera identidad de Jesús se reconoce 
en las obras que transforman la vida y levantan al caído. Y a 
Juan, Jesús lo llama bienaventurado porque no se escandal-
iza del modo humilde, cercano y compasivo en que Dios se 
manifiesta.
Este domingo nos invita a examinar nuestra propia mirada. 
¿Reconocemos la presencia de Cristo en lo pequeño, en 
lo que está naciendo, en lo que todavía no está completo? 
¿Sabemos esperar sin perder el ánimo? ¿Descubrimos los 
brotes de vida nueva que Dios ya está haciendo florecer 
en nuestras familias, en la comunidad, en nuestro propio 
corazón?
La alegría de Gaudete no ignora los dolores del mundo, 
pero los ilumina con la certeza de que el Señor está cerca. 
Su venida transforma el desánimo en fuerza, la impaciencia 
en esperanza y el desierto en el camino. Que este domingo 
abra nuestros ojos para ver los signos del Reino y prepare 
nuestra vida para acoger al que viene, al que ya está obran-
do silenciosamente en medio de nosotros. 
For a translation in English please visit our website, 
https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner

It’s Gaudete Sunday 2025.  Gaudete means, 
“Rejoice!”  Can you rejoice today?  More 
people than we know cannot.  They are 
good people, but they have regrets from the past.  They 
cannot sleep peacefully; cannot pray without tears and 
fears; they cannot forgive, especially themselves.  They’ve 
changed their lives for the good, but rejoicing seems 
impossible.
Jesus said he was the sort of shepherd who would leave 
the 99 sheep in safety to find the lost one.  And when he 
found that lost sheep, he said there would be rejoicing 
because of it.  But we all know that there is a great deal 
of work in restoring the lost sheep back in the fold.   It’s 
not just the being lost that many people struggle with.  
It’s all the bad things that got them lost and the bad 
things that happened when being lost that need healing.
The prophetic words of Isaiah, Saint James and the 
Gospel of Matthew this Sunday help us understand the 
work of healing that needs tending.  John the Baptist 
was not disbelieving when he asked if Jesus was the one.  
He just wanted to hear it from Jesus himself.  And Jesus 
reminds John and us that faith will keep us in the game 
of healing all the ills that attack our humanity.  And 
from faith comes hope that the chore of healing and 
being healed will bring forth a yield to use the words 
of Saint James; a time when the glory of God will be 
revealed in the reversal of all the imperfections in nature 
as Isaiah prophesied.
So, what can bring about rejoicing in us?  Remembering 
that God’s not at fault is a good place to start.  Regrets 
for bad choices of the past and thinking God, Jesus 
and the Blessed Mother won’t forgive us is very much a 
part of the healing after having been lost.  It’s clear that 
we project upon God what we cannot do for ourselves, 
namely, forgiving ourselves.  Another way to begin 
rejoicing is to forgive others, especially those who have 
some part to play in the regrets of the past.  What does 
anyone gain in not forgiving others?  Is that healthy?  Is 
it profitable?  Does it make anyone feel good?  I think 
you know the answer to those questions.  This is a season 
for giving.  Give yourself a break by giving someone a 
break with some contact that has been avoided, perhaps 
for years, in eye contact, with a word that the breaks the 
years of silence, even an “I’m sorry,” if you want to rejoice 
again.   
Para obtener una traducción al español, visite nuestro 
sitio web, https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner 
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PARISH OFFICE: The parish office provides ser-
vices including pastoral care, liturgical planning, 
business, communications and administrative support 
and outreach support. The parish facilities are avail-
able to Ministries through reservation by contacting 
the church office at (570) 454-8714. 

BECOME PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
To join our esteemed church community, please visit 
our website at olpphazleton.org, navigate to the  
‘Newcomers’ section, and select ‘Register.’ Alterna-
tively, you may obtain a registration form from the 
church office and submit the completed form either 
at the office or in our mailbox located on the 4th 
Street side of the building. Please be advised that 
even if you have received all your Sacraments at Our 
Lady of Peace Parish, if you are over the age of 18 
and wish to remain a parishioner, it is necessary to 
become a registered member. If you have been away 
for any length of time and wish to return, the process 
is straightforward. You may either register online at 
olpphazleton.org or contact the rectory by phone at 
(570) 454-8714.

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOME-
BOUND: call the church office at (570) 454-8714. 
For those in danger of death and in need of Anointing 
of the Sick call (570) 861-8094.

FOOD PANTRY: Remember the less fortunate. 
Your donation for our food pantry helps those in 
need. Canned vegetables, fruit and meat, cereal, tuna, 
etc., are first distributed to parishioners in need; the 
extra is given to the families of Catholic Social Ser-
vices. Place your donation in the baskets in the vesti-
bule of the church.

CLEAN: It is important that we all do our part in 
keeping our church clean and tidy. Please make sure 
to dispose of any trash properly and refrain from leav-
ing tissues or gum behind. By working together, we 
can ensure that our church remains a welcoming place 
for everyone to worship. 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS FROM AMBO Bulletin inserts must be 
submitted via email at least 12 days before the Sunday 
of the publication. If your Ministry wants to make an 
announcement at Mass, you must contact the parish 
office to get permission. –Mary Maher, Bulletin Edi-
tor, olphazleton@gmail.com  

Many thanks for your generosity as we strive to meet 
our expenses                                                          December 7, 2025 
Offertory                                                                $4,331.25 
Dues                                                                             355.00 
Loose                                                                            629.75 
Church improvements                                                 15.00 
Utilities                                                                         367.00 
Diocesan assessments                                                   12.00 
Fuel                                                                              633.00 
Candles                                                                          50.00 
Thanksgiving                                                                75.00 
Christmas Flowers                                                     184.00 
Christmas                                                                    175.00 
Immaculate Conception                                            589.00 
Care & Education of Priests                                     213.00 
Total                                                                        $7,629.00

E’GIVING for more information or to sign 
up for Online Giving, visit our website  www.
olphazleton.org And click on the “Give Online” 
link. You may also scan the QR code with your 
smart phone to be directed to our website. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM is celebrated by 
appointment on Sundays. Expectant parents must be reg-
istered, active members of Our Lady of Peace Parish for at 
least six months. If you are expecting a child within the next 
six months, please contact the parish office. 
Our Lady of Grace Church News and Announcements 
El Sacramento de Bautismo Se celebrará el 1er. Y 3er 
Domingo de cada mes. Cursillos prebautismales los 
seguandos domingo de cada mes Contactar a: Eddy 
Galvez (570) 599 - 0746 NOTA: Primero enviar  
mensaje.
Childrens Closet - The Children’s Closet will be  
open on Wednesday from 12:45 until 1:30 P.M. If you 
have any questions, please call Linda at the rectory 
570-454-8797.
Donations of diapers and gently used children win-
ter coats ~ The Children’s Closet is in need of diapers 
and gently used children’s winter coats and jackets. If 
you have any questions, please call Linda at the  
rectory 570-454-8797.
Christmas Gift Giving Program ~ The WISH  
ORNAMENTS are available at the front of the altar.  
Please select & return the UNWRAPPED gifts to 
the church before December 14th. We ask that all 
gifts you provide are new and unwrapped. Holiday 
Gift Bags would be greatly appreciated. Deadline for 
all gift returns is December 14, 2025. 
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Scheduling Mass Intentions. Masses are scheduled one month in advance. If you would like to have a Mass 
said for a loved one or a special intention in January, please contact the rectory office of the church at the begin-
ning of December.  
To schedule a Mass at Most Precious Blood, please call (570) 454-8714. For Masses at Our Lady of Grace, 
contact (570) 454-8797. Thank you for your cooperation.  
Mass Intentions Policy Update. Previously, only one intention could be accepted for each day’s Mass. However, 
we are now able to honor two intentions at each Mass. This means that both your intention and another indi-
vidual’s intention may be announced by Father at the beginning of the service. 
Candles MPB..........................For........................................................................By 
Madonna del Monte..................... † Donna George..................................................Mark Dietrich
Tabernacle.................................... † Richard Piskel...................................................Mr. & Mrs. Carl Gentilesco
Tabernacle.................................... † Richard Piskel .................................................Louis & Sharon Turse
Sanctuary`.................................... † Anthony Tomaseli ............................................Jayne & Bob Stefanovich 
Candles OLG..........................For...............................................................By 
Sanctuary .................................... † Chris and Lena Perry ......................................LeAnn Perry 
Sanctuary .................................... † Richard Roman.............................................. The Volunteers of the Children’s Closet

 

Mass Intentions Most Precious Blood Church
Saturday, December 13th St. Lucy of Syracuse 
4:00 pm † Elizabeth Russell by Robert & Joan Veet
Sunday, December 14th 3rd Sunday of Advent 
10:30 am † Vincent Hermany, Sr. by Son Vince & Family 
and Mary Leib-Ferdinand by Lisa Dubatto
Monday, December 15th Advent Weekday 
8:00 am † Richard Piskel by Carl & Terese Gentilesco
Tuesday, December 16th Advent Weekday 
8:00 am † Donna George by Mark Dietrich
Wednesday, December 17th Advent Weekday 
8:00 am † Albert & Marie Salvaterra by the Bard Family 
And Anna Fellin by the Bard Family
Saturday, December 20th Advent Weekday 
4:00 pm † Kevin VanBlargan & Mary Lou Combel-
lack by Family
Sunday, December 21st 4th Sunday of Advent 
10:30 am † Adeline Kasarda by Larry & Ethel Tarone 
And James Clement by family
Lector Schedule Most Precious Blood Nov./Dec.  2025 
Saturday 	                       Sunday 
Dec. 13 Carol Bard                  Dec. 14 Julia Hinkle
Dec. 20 Sharon LaRose           Dec. 21 John Leskosky
Dec. 27 Steve Kichka               Dec. 28 Alison Conlin

Mass Intentions Our Lady of Grace Church 12/18-12/21
Thursday: † Richard Roman ~ John and Judy (Ventura) 
Finn
Friday: † Dora Mahalick ~ The Children 
&  † Mauro Cabell ~ Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Piskel      
Saturday: † William and Carol Manganelli ~ The Family  
& † Maurice Molinaro ~ Wife and Boys    
Sunday:   † Joan Bove ~ Tom & Marlene Stelmock       
Lector Schedule Our Lady of Grace  Nov./Dec. 2025 
Saturday 5:30 p.m.		  Sunday 8:00 a.m 
Dec.13th: Tony Fadule        Dec. 14th: Susan Generose
Dec. 20th: Tom Kassock      Dec.21st: Mary Kulig
Dec.24th.  TBA   Dec.25th at 8 am :  Susan Generose
Dec. 27th:  Tony Fadule      Dec.28th: Richard Barrett
Advent Penance Service: On Monday, December 15, 2025 
a penance service will be held at Saint Gabriel Church on 
Wyoming Street beginning at 6 pm.  All are welcome. 
OLP Parish Christmas Calendars are available in the 
vestibule of the Church. Please take one per family.  
We would like to thank Fierro Funeral Home and 
Moran Funeral Home for graciously sponsoring our 
Christmas calendars this year!
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Diocesan Annual Appeal  
Goals: CMA2025 Goal: $68,275.00
Total Committed: $21,311.00
% to Goal: 31.21%
Balance to Achieve Goal: $46,964.00
Rebates: Total Received (Cash): $20,626.00
Over/Under (Cash): -$47,649.00
Expected Rebate: $0.00

MPB Christmas Sharing Tree. Because Christ is an 
unconditional gift to us, we share with others. Help us 
show the Christmas spirit of charity, love and caring 
to those in need by taking part in the MPB Christmas 
Sharing Tree. The Sharing Tree will provide gifts for 
children newborn to age 13, who will not receive any 
Christmas gifts, or at least very few. If you are a family 
in need and would like to receive a gift/gifts, please 
contact Catholic Social Services of Hazleton at (570) 
455-1521. Your donations of clothing or gifts – one 
per child would be greatly appreciated. Please take a 
tag when they are made available. Please return your 
donations to the rectory. Thank you.

Marian Catholic School News and Announcements
Come meet our staff, explore our classrooms, and 
discover the programs that make our school so special. 
RSVP to Mary Milosh, Director of Enrollment, 
mmilosh@mariancatholichs.org
 or 570-467-3335 ext. 116

Christmas Flower Memorials
 Remember your loved one this Christmas with a beautiful Christmas poinsettia adorning the church nave. 
Names will be mentioned in the Christmas bulletin. Only a minimum number of flowers will be ordered. 
(Please print all information. Use an additional sheet if necessary.) Closing date for memorials is Mon-
day,  December 15. Your donation of $25 will help defray the costs of the lovely poinsettias decorating the 
church this Christmas season. If you would like to place your remembrance online and to donate with your 
card,  please use this QR code.

  Name(s) to be remembered: ____________________________________________________

  Memorial given by:              ____________________________________________________

  Tel.  No:                               ____________________________________________________
  Please fill out this slip and place in the collection basket with your donation, bring or mail to the rectory.

As we rejoice in the nearness of the Lord, you are invited
to help others experience that same nearness through

your generosity to the Catholic Ministries Appeal.

Support the 2025 Appeal at AnnualAppeal.org

Rejoice in
the Lord
always!

Our joy is not meant
to be kept to

ourselves; it is
meant to overflow

into love and
service
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