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OUR LADY OF PEACE PARISH	 Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saint Joseph Vocation Ministry News and Announcements

Our Lady of Grace Church – Every Thursday  
after 12:05 p.m. Mass – Exposition of the Blessed Sac-
rament will be offered until 7:00 p.m. that evening.
St. Joseph Vocation Ministry - Our next Vocation 
Ministry meeting will be on Tuesday, Sept.2, 2025 at 
6:30 p.m. in the rectory. There will be no August  
meeting due to the MdM Festival. Please call the  
parish office for more information.
The St. Joseph Vocation Ministry will sponsor two 
tables at the Madonna del Monte Festival this year. A 
table will be in the church hall with information con-
cerning our Ministry and will have Rosaries which will 
be available at no cost, and a table will be in the Kid’s 
Activities area with coloring pages for your little ones 
to enjoy. Please plan on visiting both location with your 
families. We look forward to seeing you there!
 St. Joseph Statue July - August Schedule
July 20 - July 27. . . . . . . . Sam & Maureen Franzosa
July 27 - August 3. . . . . . Maher Family

Weekend Masses - July Rosary Schedule
Saturday	 Sunday
7/26 – Loretta Sabo	 7/27 – Gloria Clement 	
August Rosary Schedule 
8/2 – Sharon Turse	 8/3- Leskoskys 
8/9 – Loretta Sabo	 8/10 – Conlins
8/14 Vigil of the Assumption of the BVM 5:30 p.m. 
	 -  Loretta Sabo
8/15 the Assumption of the BVM 6:00 p.m.  - Kilners 
8/16 – Mahers	 8/17 – Compostos 
8/23 – Maureen Franzosa	 8/24 – Molinos 
8/30 – Sharon Turse	 8/31 – Gloria Clement
 
Next weekend please join us in welcoming Rev. Binu 
Peediyeckal, a religious priest from India belonging to 
the Congregation of the Sons of the Immaculate Con-
ception. He currently serves as Vice President of the 
Catholic University and Hospital “Our Lady of Good 
Counsel” in Tirana, Albania and Coordinator of the 
MCP Program in Albania. This year, their Congrega-
tion has the privilege of making the Missionary Coop-
erative Plan (MCP) in our parish. Please be as generous 
as possible. Thank you.

Fatima Statue Schedule
July 27 – Aug 2 Joe Roman 
Aug 3 – Aug 9 Bob Rizzo 
Aug 10 – Aug 16 Bette Shamany 
Aug 17 – Aug 23 Ed & Carol Harry
Aug 24 – Aug 30 Danny & Donna Carrell

Bread & Wine Offering July 2025 
IMO Jim & Irene Paisley 

By Francine, Carmella 
& Fr. James Paisley

The choir is currently preparing for the upcoming 
Mass in honor of the Madonna Del Monte on Au-
gust 10. Each rehearsal typically lasts approximately 
45 minutes. This year, parishioners from Our Lady 
of Grace and Most Precious Blood—now unified as 
Our Lady of Peace Parish —are warmly invited to 
participate. We encourage both men and women who 
appreciate music to join us; no prior musical experience 
is required.
For further information and the rehearsal schedule, 
please contact Rocco Arruzzo, Choir Director, at (570) 
404-4631, or Danny DeMelfi, accompanist, at (570) 
436-0624.
A Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Basilica of the  
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 
Washington, D.C., will take place on Wednesday, 
October 1, 2025, as part of the Jubilee Year of Hope. 
Transportation sign-up sheets are located at the back 
of the church. The deadline to sign up is August 
24, 2025. All clergy, religious, and lay faithful are 
welcome to participate. The day’s schedule, which 
includes Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, Reconcilia-
tion, personal prayer, and tours, can be found on the 
Diocese of Scranton website.
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Querida familia de Nuestra Señora de La Paz, al en-
contrarnos en este Domingo Décimo séptimo del tiem-
po ordinario, se nos regala la oración, como un medio 
de encontrarnos con Jesús, siempre y cuando de verdad  
nosotros lo deseemos.
Debemos de partir de tener un Espíritu humilde, como 
lo hacen los discípulos, que le dicen al Señor Jesús;  
ensénanos a Orar. Pero no avancemos sin hacernos una 
preguntaclave. ¿Qué les motivó o movió su interés de ha-
cerle esta solicitud? Porque descubrieron que no era sufici-
ente con solo mirarlo orar. 
En primer lugar, dice una rica expresión: que las  
palabras convencen, pero los ejemplos arrastran. Ese es uno 
de los motivos que favorecen a los apóstoles, que miran en 
el Señor Jesucristo que no hay contradicción; entre su orar 
y su actuar. Lo cual les provoca confianza, como miramos 
en la oración dialogada de nuestro padre Abraham. 
Los apóstoles ven en el Señor, que, al regresar de orar, hay 
alegría, paz, felicidad y siempre esa actitud de seguir sin-
parar en su misión salvífica. Lo contrario en muchos
cristianos de HOY QUE DEJAN MUCHO QUE 
DESEAR. Aunque los veamos practicando vida  
sacramental, ejerciendo ministerios dentro de las  
comunidades parroquiales, pues en sus rostros, palabras 
y hechos a nadie arrastran, mejor confunden o crean  
dudas y hasta temores. Ellos hablan con su boca de que han 
cambiado, pero con nuestros ojos y oídos vemos y oímos lo 
contrario.
En mi misma experiencia lo veo, si el padre de familia orará, 
el niño de la catequesis llegaría por lo menos sabiendo el 
Padre Nuestro y el Dios te Salve María.
El señor Jesús nos enseña: 1) Orar es aprender amar y 
dejarse amar.2) Orar es adorar a Dios. Porque adorar es 
ponerle por encima de todas las cosas. 3) Orar es confiar. 
Por eso en la parábola de hoy, el que presta el pan confío 
que su conocido, aunque sea de mal humor lo concederá, 
cuanto más Dios. 4) Orar es nunca estar solo. Por eso la 
oración del padre nuestro es en plural y no en singular. Por 
eso decimos en la Misa: El Señor reciba de tus manos, este 
sacrificio para nuestro bien, y el de toda su Santa Iglesia. 5) 
Orar es pedir el Espíritu Santo. Si alguien de verdad quiere, 
aprender a orar, el maestro principal es El Espíritu Santo.
ALABADO SEA JESUCRISTO. 

Dear family of Our Lady of 
Peace, as we meet on this Seven-
teenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
we are given the gift of prayer as 
a means of meeting Jesus, if and 
when we truly desire it. 
We must start with a humble spirit, as the disciples do, 
who say to the Lord Jesus: teach us to pray. But let us 
not move forward without asking ourselves a key ques-
tion: What motivated them or moved their interest in 
making this request?  
Because they discovered that it was not enough to just 
watch him pray. In the first place, he says a rich ex-
pression: that words convince, but examples drag. This 
is one of the reasons that favor the apostles, who see 
in the Lord Jesus Christ that there is no contradiction 
between their prayer and their actions. This gives them 
confidence, as we see in the prayer in dialogue of our 
father Abraham.  
The apostles see in the Lord, that when they return 
from praying, there is joy, peace, happiness and always 
that attitude of continuing without stopping in their 
salvific mission. The opposite is true of many Christians 
today who leave much to be desired. Although we see 
them practicing sacramental life, exercising ministries 
within the parish communities, because in their faces, 
words and deeds they do not drag anyone, but rather 
confuse or create doubts and even fears. They speak with 
their mouths that they have changed, but with our eyes 
and ears we see and hear the opposite.   
In my own experience, if the parent would pray, the 
child in catechesis would arrive at least knowing the 
Our Father and Hail Mary.  
The Lord Jesus teaches us: 1) To pray is to learn to love 
and to let oneself be loved. 2) To pray is to adore God. 
Because to adore is to put Him above all things. 3) To 
pray is to trust. That is why in today's parable, the one 
who lends the bread trusts that his acquaintance, even 
if he is in a bad mood, will grant it, how much more 
God. 4) To pray is never to be alone. That is why the 
prayer of the Our Father is in the plural and not in the 
singular. That is why we say at Mass: May the Lord re-
ceive from your hands, this sacrifice for our good, and 
that of all his Holy Church. 5) To pray is to ask for the 
Holy Spirit. If someone really wants to learn to pray, 
the main teacher is the Holy Spirit.  
PRAISE BE TO JESUS CHRIST.

PASTOR’S   REFLEXIÓN
CORNER     DEL PASTOR

REV. RAFAEL O’FARRIL.
ASSISTANT PASTOR/ OUR 
LADY OF PEACE PARISH
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PARISH OFFICE: The parish office provides services 
including pastoral care, liturgical planning, business, 
communications and administrative support and 
outreach support. The parish facilities are available 
to Ministries through reservation by contacting the 
church office at (570) 454-8714. 

BECOME PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
To join our esteemed church community, please visit 
our website at olpphazleton.org, navigate to the  
‘Newcomers’ section, and select ‘Register.’ Alternatively, 
you may obtain a registration form from the church 
office and submit the completed form either at the 
office or in our mailbox located on the 4th Street side 
of the building. Please be advised that even if you have 
received all your Sacraments at Our Lady of Peace Par-
ish, if you are over the age of 18 and wish to remain a 
parishioner, it is necessary to become a registered mem-
ber. If you have been away for any length of time and 
wish to return, the process is straightforward. You may 
either register online at olpphazleton.org or contact the 
rectory by phone at (570) 454-8714.

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOME-
BOUND: call the church office at (570) 454-8714. For 
those in danger of death and in need of Anointing of 
the Sick call (570) 861-8094.

FOOD PANTRY: Remember the less fortunate. 
Your donation for our food pantry helps those in need. 
Canned vegetables, fruit and meat, cereal, tuna, etc., 
are first distributed to parishioners in need; the extra  
is given to the families of Catholic Social Services. 
Place your donation in the baskets in the vestibule of 
the church.

CLEAN: It is important that we all do our part in 
keeping our church clean and tidy. Please make sure to 
dispose of any trash properly and refrain from leaving 
tissues or gum behind. By working together, we can 
ensure that our church remains a welcoming place for 
everyone to worship. 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS FROM AMBO Bulletin inserts must be 
submitted via email at least 12 days before the 
Sunday of the publication. If your Ministry wants to 
make an announcement at Mass, you must contact 
the parish office to get permission. –Mary Maher, 
Bulletin Editor, olphazleton@gmail.com

Many thanks for your generosity as we strive to meet 
our expenses 7/20/2025
Offertory	  $10,582.00 
Dues	 2,910.00 
Loose	 1,122.00 
Utilities	 213.00 
Church improvements	 101.00 
Diocesan Assessments	 225.00 
Parish Misc.	  35.00 
MdM Festival Sponsors	 120.00 
Peter’s Pence	 56.00 
Care & Education of Priests	 259.00
Total	 $15,623.00

Parish Consolidation
If you would like your contribution statement from  
January 2025 to June 2025 please call the parish office.

E’Giving
For more information or to sign up for  
Online Giving, visit our website  www.olp-
hazleton.org And click on the “Give  
Online” link. You may also scan the QR 
code with your smart phone to be directed 
to our website. 

The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by appoint-
ment on Sundays. Expectant parents must be regis-
tered, active members of Our Lady of Peace Parish for 
at least six months. If you are expecting a child within 
the next six months, please contact the parish office.

First Friday Devotions at OLG Church
Will be held on Friday August 1, 2025 starting at 11 
A.M. with a Holy Hour before the Blessed  
Sacrament followed by mass at 12:05 P.M.

OLG Church Breakfast Club
Please join the parish Breakfast Gathering with will be 
held on Monday, August 4th at 8:30 A.M. at Perkins. It 
is not necessary to sign up, just come to the meeting. Fol-
lowing breakfast and prayer, open discussion about the 
faith will be held. All parishioners and friends of the par-
ish are welcome to attend. 

El Sacramento de Bautismo
Se celebrará el 1er. Y 3er
Domingo de cada mes. Contactar a: Eddy Galvez
(570) 599 - 0746
NOTA: Primero enviar mensaje.
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Mass Intentions Most Precious Blood Church 
Saturday, July 26th Ss. Joachim & Anne 
4:00 pm † James P. Ney by Mary Jean Beltrami 
Sunday, July 27th 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10:30 am † Edward T. Shamany by Wife & Sons 
Monday, July 28th 8:00 am † Dolores McGarry by 
John Nonenmacher 
Tuesday, July 29th Ss. Martha, Mary & Lazarus 
8:00 am † Marie Rizzo by Mike & Diane Morelli-
Wednesday, July 30th St. Peter Chrysologus 
8:00 am † Paul Collura by Antoinette Collura 
Saturday, August 2nd St. Eusebius of Vercelli, St. 
Peter Julian Eymard, Mem. of Blessed Virgin Mary 
4:00 pm † Marie Rizzo by Husband, Bob 
Sunday, August 3rd 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10:30 am † Pasquale Farace by James & Cynthia  
Orlando
Lector Schedule August 2025
Saturday 	 Sunday   
7/26 – Rosina	 7/27 - Alison 
8/2 – Donna	 8/3 – Julia 
8/9 – Carol	 8/10 -Alison

Mass Intentions Our Lady of Grace Church 7/31-8/3 
Thu. 12:05 pm: Neal Graziano ~ Wife, Patricia & Family 
Fri. 12:05 pm: Thomas & Dorothy Cipriano ~ The Family 
Sat. 5:30 pm: Anthony Mauro ~ Daughters, Esther & 
Joan 
Sun. 8:00 am: Leo Gentle ~ Mike & Jean Gombeda 
CANDLE ~ Joseph DeFluri III by Mother 
Lector Schedule August 2025 
8/2 – Tony Fadule                        8/3 – Richard Barrett
8/9 –  Richard Barrett                  8/10 – Rich Roman
8/16 – Tony Fadule                        8/17 – Mary Kulig
8/23 – John Kulig                          8/24 - Rich Roman
8/30 - John Kulig                      8/31 –  Richard Barrett 
Childrens Closet - The Children’s Closet will be  
open on Wednesday from 12:45 until 1:30 P.M. If  
you have any questions, please call Linda at the  
rectory 570-454-8797 
Contribution Statements - Anyone who would like a 
contribution statement from Queen of Heaven Parish 
for contributions made from January 1, 2025 to June 
30, 2025 for tax filing in 2026 should contact the  
rectory office at 570-454-8797 before July 31, 2025.

Candles...................................For................................................................................. By
Tabernacle .................................. † Marie Rizzo..........................................................................John & Chris Leskosky 
Tabernacle...............................† Joseph & Theresa Rosato........................................ Joseph & Deborah Rosato 
Sanctuary................................H&B Nash Medvecky...........................................Ed & Carol Harry & Family 
Sanctuary................................† Mary & Michael Yannerella................................... Joseph & Deborah Rosato 
Sanctuary................................† Rose & Walter Tomushak...................................... Joseph & Deborah Rosato 
Sanctuary................................† Marie Rizzo........................................................... Joseph & Deborah Rosato
Sanctuary................................† Michael Matteo..................................................... Joseph & Deborah Rosato
Sanctuary................................H&B Jeffrey Leskosky..............................................................  Layton Family
Sanctuary................................† Sally Heaney........................................................................... Layton Family
Sanctuary................................† Berdene Ondishin...............................................Frank & Lea Ann Dudinyak
Saint Joseph.............................† Stephen Hoppy, III......................... Mother, Anne Marie & Kimberly & Scott  
Madonna  del Monte...............†  Luigi & Angiolina Brogno.................................... Joseph & Deborah Rosato
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Festival Updates

MdM Festival Days August 8, 9 and 10! Product Donations – food, etc.
We are asking for your donation of large cans of tomato sauce. Also 12/pk cans of soda, bottles of water, foil, 
parchment paper, durable plates, paper napkins, paper towels and cutlery.
Donations for the Festival Bake Sale. Please bring your donations into the church hall on Wednesday, Aug. 6 
and Thursday, Aug. 7. Thank you! 
Madonna del Monte Procession Sunday, August 10, 2025, following the 10:30 a.m. Mass.
We have obtained a few cintis (candle houses) that need families to carry them through the streets during 
procession. If you and your group would like to participate in the longtime tradition and need a cinti, please call 
Jayne Stefanovich at (570) 455-2649.  This year the line-up of candle houses will be chosen by lottery. Please call 
Jayne (above) for more info. The names of the families that carry the cintis will be published in the newspaper, so 
if you need to advise Jayne, please be sure and do so.
Those children that have received First Holy Communion this year and those that will receive in 2026, are invit-
ed to carry the Rosary during our Madonna del Monte procession on Sunday, Aug. 10, after Mass.
There are tricky tray suggestions in the back of the church for those that would like to donate a basket  for the 
Festival. Only new items will be accepted. 
A $25.00 sponsorship donation for food is extremely helpful. All donations are greatly appreciated.
Basket of Cheer! Your donations of adult beverages (Wine or Liquor) will help make this possible. $5 per ticket.
For adults 21 and older.

PASTA DINNER RESERVATION/
PRE-ORDER FORM
Reservations close Monday, August 4!
Sunday, Aug. 10, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
we will offer the traditional full-course Pasta and 
Meatball Dinner including dinner, salad and des-
sert; at $12 per order. If you would like to place a 
pre-paid take-out order, please use the reservation 
form below. Walk-ins are welcome! Tables for those 
that would like to sit-down and eat-in in the hall 
will be available.
Please return to rectory office no later than Aug. 
4th.

Name__________________________
Tel #____________________________
#of dinners_______________________
Checks made payable to: 
Our Lady of Peace Parish.

Cut Here 												                      Cut Here 
Madonna del Monte Festival Commemorative Inscription 
(Return to rectory by August 4, 2025)
 I would like to include the name of a loved one on the commemorative inscription. Enclosed is a $15 per 
name/family: (Please print clearly) 
Your name:______________________________________Phone#___________________________
IN MEMORY OF a loved one who has passed away___________________________________________
By (The name you wish to be the contributor)_______________________________________________
Cut Here												                      Cut Here

The annual Novena to the Madonna del Monte 
starts Friday, Aug. 1. As there is no Mass that day, Fr. 
Generose will provide copies on Wednesday, July 30, 
for private devotion. The Novena will be recited after 
all weekend and weekday Masses, concluding Satur-
day, Aug. 9 after the 4:00 p.m. Mass.
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