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OUR LADY OF PEACE PARISH	 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saint Joseph Vocation Ministry News and Announcements

St. Joseph Vocation Ministry The next meeting of the 
Vocation Ministry will be held on Wednesday  
September 9, 2026, at 6 p.m. in the rectory. There will be 
no August meeting. Anyone wishing more information 
about this beautiful ministry, please call Carol at the 
parish office (570) 454-8714.
Get Involved  St. Joseph Vocation Ministry offers 
numerous ways for you to get involved and contribute to 
our mission: - Host St. Joseph in your home for a weekly 
visit - Pray the Rosary with the parish - Pray the Rosary 
at home. Attend our monthly meetings for prayer and 
inspiration to help grow vocations to the consecrated life.
St. Joseph Statue 
If you are interested in inviting the St. Joseph Statue 
into your home to pray for vocations a sign up sheet is 
available in the vestibule of the church on the 
Vocation Ministry table. Please sign up for the week 
you wish to welcome St. Joseph into your home.
St. Joseph Statue Schedule 
July 25 - Aug. 1 Blanche Shenosky & Tom Shenosky 
Aug. 1- 8 Gloria Clement 
Aug. 8 – 15 Maureen Franzosa 
Aug. 15 – 22 Mahers 
Aug. 22 – 29 Diane Wagner
St. Joseph August Rosary Schedule 
July 25 Maureen Franzosa      July 26 Compostos  
Saturday 3:35 pm                     Sunday 10:05 am 
8/1 Sharon Turse                      8/2 Bards 
8/8 Terese Gentilesco               8/9 8:05am Bards 
                                                     8/9 10:05 am Molinos 
8/15 5:05pm Franzosas 	           8/16 8:05am Mahers                       
                                                      8/16 10:35am Kilners 
8/22 5:05pm Marybeth Peckenschneider	  
                                                      8/23 8:05am Gloria Clement 
                                                      8/23 10:35am Leskoskys 
8/29 5:05pm Gloria Clement   8/30 8:05am Conlins 
                                                       8/30 10:35am Compostos
Fatima Statue Schedule 
July 26 to August 1 Bob Rizzo 
August 9 to 15 Bernadette Martoccio 
August 16 to 22 Ed and Carol Harry 
August 23 to 29 Danny and Donna Carrell
 
 

 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish Supporting the life and ministries of our parish 
involves many ongoing costs. We invite parishioners 
and friends to consider sponsoring one of the follow-
ing needs:

Feast Day Flowers for the Altar Sponsoring flowers 
for special feast days is a beautiful way to enhance our 
worship space and honor significant celebrations in the 
Catholic calendar. These offerings remind us of the joy 
we share on days dedicated to Our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Dates for 2026 are: 
Sept. 8 - Nativity of the B.V.M. 
Sept. 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
November 1, 2 - All Saints & All Souls 
Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception

Bread & Wine for 2026. Since the inception of the 
Church, it has been traditional for congregants to 
contribute bread and wine for the celebration of Mass. 
Those interested in supporting this meaningful prac-
tice are encouraged to contact the parish office.  
Opportunities for donations are available from January 
to December. 

Bread & Wine for July
Neal Graziano by Wife, Pat

Contact the parish office at 570-454-8714 if you wish 
to support ongoing beautification efforts. Continued 
help is vital for Molino Park’s success.

In Loving Memory Dedications 
Parishioners and friends may dedicate a space in the 
back of the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. These remembrances offer comfort and recogni-
tion within our faith community. 

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by  
appointment on Sundays. Expectant parents must be 
registered, active members of Our Lady of Peace Par-
ish for at least six months. If you are expecting a child 
within the next six months, please contact the parish 
office. 
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PARISH OFFICE: The parish office provides ser-
vices including pastoral care, liturgical planning, 
business, communications and administrative support 
and outreach support. The parish facilities are avail-
able to Ministries through reservation by contacting 
the church office at (570) 454-8714.  
BECOME PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
To join our esteemed church community, please visit 
our website at olpphazleton.org, navigate to the  
‘Newcomers’ section, and select ‘Register.’ Alterna-
tively, you may obtain a registration form from the 
church office and submit the completed form either 
at the office or in our mailbox located on the 4th 
Street side of the building. Please be advised that 
even if you have received all your Sacraments at Our 
Lady of Peace Parish, if you are over the age of 18 
and wish to remain a parishioner, it is necessary to 
become a registered member. If you have been away 
for any length of time and wish to return, the process 
is straightforward. You may either register online at 
olpphazleton.org or contact the rectory by phone at 
(570) 454-8714. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOME-
BOUND: call the church office at (570) 454-8714. 
For those in danger of death and in need of Anointing 
of the Sick call (570) 861-8094. 
FOOD PANTRY: Remember the less fortunate. 
Your donation for our food pantry helps those in 
need. Canned vegetables, fruit and meat, cereal, tuna, 
etc., are first distributed to parishioners in need; the 
extra is given to the families of Catholic Social Ser-
vices. Place your donation in the baskets in the vesti-
bule of the church. 
CLEAN: It is important that we all do our part in 
keeping our church clean and tidy. Please make sure 
to dispose of any trash properly and refrain from leav-
ing tissues or gum behind. By working together, we 
can ensure that our church remains a welcoming place 
for everyone to worship.  
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS FROM AMBO Bulletin inserts must be 
submitted via email at least 12 days before the Sunday 
of the publication. If your Ministry wants to make an 
announcement at Mass, you must contact the parish 
office to get permission. –Mary Maher, Bulletin Edi-
tor, olphazleton@gmail.com  
E’GIVING for more information or to sign up for 
Online Giving, visit our website  www.olphazleton.

org And click on the “Give Online” 
link. You may also scan the QR code 
with your smart phone to be directed to 
our website.  
 

Many thanks for your generosity as we strive to 
meet our expenses                                           July 19, 2026 
Offertory                                                          $8,263.00 
Dues                                                                   2,040.00 
Loose                                                                    804.00 
Utilities                                                                    67.00 
Church improvements                                          35.00 
Diocesan Assessment                                          115.00 
MdM Envelope                                                   109.00 
Candles                                                                 148.00 
Commemorative Tablet                                      150.00 
MPB Misc.                                                             55.00 
MdM Sponsors                                                    800.00 
Care & Education of Priests                                  87.00 
Total                                                               $12,673.00 

Have You Taken Control of Your Health Today? Life 
Line Screening will be here at Most Precious Blood 
Church on Thursday, August 27, 2026, offering safe, 
painless, non-invasive preventive health screenings 
that are typically not a part of a routine physical.  To 
be more proactive about your health for yourself, your 
family and your community, please register for these 
health screenings today.  

There is no time like the present to take action! Three 
ways to register:  
Call toll-free: 1-800-324-9458 promo code HABC001.  
Online: LLSA.SOCIAL/HABC 
Text: the word circle to 216-279-1607. 

We have a few complimentary screening certificates. If 
you are interested in obtaining a complimentary certif-
icate for a screening, please contact the parish office at 
(570) 454-8714 to pick one up.

 
Donate Blood in Memory of Abigail “Abby” Rose 
(Piskell) Valentine 
Abby’s Wish – Encouraging Others to Donate Blood 
Was Very Important to Abby. Abby’s wishes were also 
to have others donate blood (RedCrossBlood.org) as 
well as join the BeTheMatch bone marrow donor reg-
istry, (bethematch.org). Please honor Abby’s Wish by 
donating blood at this special drive. Memorial Com-
munity Blood Drive at Holy Rosary Catholic Church,  
Social Hall, 240 S Poplar St., Hazleton – Wed., Aug. 
26, 2026, from 12pm to 5pm. Please call 1-800-RED 
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
and enter: Abby PV to schedule an appointment.
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Mass Intentions Most Precious Blood Church 
Saturday, July 25th St. James 
4:00 pm † Kevin VanBlargan & Mary Lou 
 Combellack by Family 
& Neal Graziano by Patricia Graziano
Sunday, July 26th 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10:30 am † Edward T. Shamany by Wife & Sons 
& Grace Dougherty by Peggy Boretski
Monday, July 27th 
8:00 am† Colleen Beltrami by Elaine Beltrami 
& Catherine Smolinsky by John & Chris Leskosky
Tuesday, July 28th 
8:00 am † Joseph & Blanche Leotilo by Daughter, Bernadette
Wednesday, July 29th Ss. Martha, Mary & Lazarus 
8:00 am † Maurice Usiak by Sam & Maureen Franzosa
Saturday, August 1st St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori 
4:00 pm † Richard & Angela Jones by Charles & 
Sharon Pedri
Sunday, August 2nd 8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10:30 am † Richard Angelo by Michael Solon 
& † Marie Rizzo by Husband, Bob

Mass Intentions Our Lady of Grace Church 
Thur.  7/30: Joseph & Anna Barbara De Marinis by Sons 
&  Mr. & Mrs. Benito Tranguch by Bob Nemeth       
Fri. 7/31: Thomas Shemansky by Mary Lou Junas                
Saturday 8/1:   Mass for the People      
Sunday,  8/2: 8 AM for the People  
& Closing Mass at Our Lady of Grace is at 1:30 P.M.  

Lector Schedule Our Lady of Grace  
July 25 Melissa Lomax         July 26 Rick Barrett 
Aug. 1 TBA                Aug. 2 8:00 AM TBA  
                 Aug 2 1:30 p.m. Rick Barrett & Tony Fadule
Lector Schedule Most Precious Blood 
Saturday 	                           Sunday  
7/25 4:00pm Donna Durso 7/26 10:30am Julia Hinkle 
8/1 4:00pm Sharon LaRose 8/2 10:30am Jean DeFazio 
8/8 4:00pm Donna Durso    8/9 8:30am Carol Bard 
                                            8/9 10:30am Alison Conlin 
8/15 5:30pm Melissa Lomax 8/16 8:30am Julia Hinkle 
                                          8/16 11:00am John Leskosky 
8/22 5:30pm Carol Bard   8/23 8:30am Melissa Lomax 
                                          8/23 11:00am Alison Conlin 
8/29 5:30pm TBA                8/30 8:30am Jean DeFazio 
                                              8/30 11:00am Julia Hinkle
For all those interested in obtaining an Enthrone-
ment of the Sacred Heart for their families, An En-
thronement Mass to be Held at Divine Mercy Parish 
in Scranton on August 25th. On Tuesday, August 25th 
an Enthronement Mass will be held at Divine Mercy 
Parish in the Minooka section of Scranton at 7 p.m. 
Reverend Daniel Toomey, Spiritual Moderator of the 
Enthronement Guild, will be the principal celebrant 
for the Mass and Reverend Paul McDonnell, OSJ, 
Pastor of Divine Mercy, will concelebrate. If you are in-
terested in an Enthronement for yourself or your family 
please contact Maria Pappa, Guild Coordinator, at 
570-241-8172 to register for an Enthronement Packet 
at Mass.  You may also renew your Enthronement if 
you have previously received one. All are welcome to 
participate at this Mass in honor of the Sacred Heart 
and the Immaculate Heart.

OLG Candles..........................For..............................................................By:  
Sanctuary ...................................Thomas Shemansky...........................................The Family
MPB Candles..........................For..............................................................By:           
Tabernacle.................................. †Joseph & Blanche Leotilo................................Daughter, Bernadette
Tabernacle..................................† Grace Dougherty ..........................................Petty Boretski
Madonna Del Monte................. †Donna George................................................Mark Dietrich 
Madonna Del Monte..................† Joseph & Theresa (Brogno) Rosato.................Family 
MPB Sanctuary Candles For.........................By:              MPB Sanctuary Candles For...........................By: 
† Luigi & Angiolina Brogno...............................Family
†Mary & Michael Yannerella.............................Family
†Rose & Walter Tomushak..................................Family
†Marie Rizzo....................................The Rosato Family
†Michael Mateo..................................................Family
†Mary Tranguch...............................The Rosato Family

†Joseph Martoccio, Sr.........................The Rosato Family
†Joseph Kapes...................................The Layton Family
†Marie Rizzo..........................................Husband, Bob
†Marie Rizzo.............Daughter, Chris & John Leskosky
†Bottley Family......................................Gina & Albert
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PASTOR’S  CORNER  

REFLEXIÓN DEL PASTOR
REV. RAFAEL O’FARRIL
ASSISTANT PASTOR 
Dear Our Lady of Peace Family,
May you receive an abundance of 
God’s blessings and the peace that 

comes through the communion of the Holy Spirit. May 
the words of the Apostle always be fulfilled among us: 
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
(2 Corinthians 13:13)
On behalf of our Hispanic community, we wish to 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts for these years 
in which we have walked together as what we truly 
are: brothers and sisters in Christ. Although we come 
from different cultures, languages, and backgrounds, the 
Lord has made us one family. As Saint Paul reminds 
us: “There is one body and one Spirit… one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all.” (Ephesi-
ans 4:4–6)
Thank you for welcoming us with such kindness, for 
opening the doors of this beloved parish to us, and for 
teaching us that the love of Christ is always greater 
than any cultural or linguistic difference.
On a personal note, I thank God for each one of you. I 
am deeply grateful to all who have shown me patience, 
understanding, gentleness, and love while we celebrated 
the Holy Eucharist together in English. Despite my 
limitations with the language, you never made me feel 
alone. Instead, I encountered faces filled with goodness, 
mercy, and genuine Christian charity. You have truly 
been a gift from God. As Sacred Scripture says: “Be 
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with 
one another in love.” (Ephesians 4:2)
The time has now come for our beloved church to close 
its doors, and for the Hispanic community to move 
to Saints Cyril and Methodius Parish, at Saint Joseph 
Church. Although the place where we worship is chan-
ging, the communion that Christ has created among us 
remains unchanged.
Please know that I carry each of you in my heart. I 
sincerely love you, and I will continue to pray for you. 
I trust that, if it is God’s will, we will continue to meet 
again to celebrate our faith and to serve the Lord 
whenever you need us at Saint Joseph Church. As Saint 
Paul beautifully reminds us, “Love never ends.” (1 Co-
rinthians 13:8)
The Word of God for this Seventeenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time beautifully sheds light on this moment 
in our journey. Solomon asks the Lord for a wise and 
discerning heart in order to serve God’s people faithful-
ly. That remains the greatest treasure for every Christian 
community. Saint Paul fills us with hope by assuring us 

that “all things work together for good for those who 
love God” (Romans 8:28), even the changes that we do 
not always understand. Finally, through the parables 
of the hidden treasure, the pearl of great price, and the 
fishing net, Jesus teaches us that the Kingdom of God 
is worth more than anything else. Whoever discovers 
Christ joyfully gives everything in order to possess the 
greatest treasure of all: life with Him. We, too, are called 
to cherish the priceless gift of faith, fraternity, and unity 
that the Lord has given us here at Our Lady of Peace, 
and to carry that treasure wherever He leads us.
May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of Peace, 
continue to cover this beloved parish family with her 
maternal mantle and help all of us grow in unity, hope, 
and the joy of the Gospel. Let us continue to remem-
ber one another in prayer, confident that as long as we 
remain in Christ, we will always be one family.
Yours in Christ and Mary,
Fr. Rafael O’Farril Bermúdez González
Para obtener una traducción al español, visite nuestro 
sitio web, https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner

The Mass schedule for the week of August 1st 
through the 9th is as follows:
August 1st: 4:00 pm MPB and 5:30 pm OLG
August 2nd: 8:00 am OLG; 10:30 am MPB and 
 1:30 pm Closing Mass at OLG.  

There will be refreshments served in the Most Precious 
Blood Church hall after the Closing Mass. All are 
warmly invited to attend. 

August 6th: 8:00 am MPB
August 7th: 8:00 am MPB
August 8th: 4:00 pm MPB
August 9th: 8:30 am MPB and 10:30 am MPB fol-
lowed by the procession with the MdM and Ss. Of 
Cilento statues. After the weekend of the Feast, the 
new Mass schedule will commence.

Our Lady of Grace News and Announcements
CHILDREN’S CLOSET ~ The Children’s Closet will 
be open on Wednesday from 12:45 to 1:30. If you have any 
questions, please call Linda at the rectory 570-454-8797.



July 26, 2026 VIEW THIS BULLETIN ONLINE AT https://www.olpphazleton.org	 6

OUR LADY OF PEACE PARISH	 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Madonna del Monte & Saints of Cilento Festival 
will be held August 7–9. We are seeking donations of 
large cans of tomato sauce, 12-pack soda cans, bottled 
water, foil, parchment paper, sturdy plates, napkins, 
towels, and cutlery. A $25 sponsorship for food is very 
helpful—any donation is appreciated. We are aslo 
greatful for any grocery store gift cards to be used to 
purchase supplies and food for thhe festival.
Festival Tricky Tray Donations Needed!
Help make our festival Tricky Trays a success! We 
welcome donations of cash, gift certificates, Basket 
of Cheer items, small appliances, children’s toys, and 
lottery boards. Donations may be dropped off at the 
rectory office. Please call the rectory for details. 
Tricky Trays for the Feast may be dropped off at the 
rectory during regular business hours M-Th 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and Friday 10 a.m. to 12 noon. Thank you in 
advance for your generosity.
Basket of Cheer Donations Welcome!
A festival favorite! Suggested donations include 
Spirits – Wine – Specialty beverages – Sparkling cider 
– High-quality chocolates – Artisanal cookies – Gour-
met popcorn – Savory nuts
Thank you for your generosity and support!
OLP Commemorative Inscription
Please cut out this form and return to rectory by Au-
gust 3, 2026, or use the QR code.
I would like to include the name of a loved 
one on the commemorative inscription in 
the Festival Bulletin. Enclosed is a $10 per 
name/family: (Please print clearly)
Your name:__________________________________

Phone#______________________________________
IN MEMORY OF a loved one who has passed away

___________________________________________
By (The name you wish to be the contributor)

___________________________________________

The Madonna del Monte & Saints of Cilento
 Festival News and Announcements

The final Mass at Our Lady of Grace church 
will be celebrated on Sunday, August 2, 2026, begin-
ning at 1:30 pm.  At the conclusion of the Mass, the 
doors will be locked to the church for the last time.  
Father will take the Eucharist from OLG church to 
MPB church where benediction will be celebrated.  
All are invited to participate in the Mass and benedic-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament after which there will 
be refreshments in the MPB church hall.
The final Mass at Our Lady of Grace church is the 
liturgical celebration finalizing the church being “re-
legated to profane but not sordid use.”  While parish 
properties which are not “church buildings” do not fall 
under the norms governing the relegation to profane 
but not sordid use, closing a church is solely the right 
the Diocesan Bishop. 
Diocesan Policy stipulates that written permission of 
the Diocesan Bishop is required prior to the sale of any 
parish property.  If the property sold by the Diocese 
of Scranton is between $250,000 and $3,500,000, the 
Diocesan Bishop must receive consent of both the Dio-
cesan College of Consultors and the Diocesan Finance 
Council before he is able to give permission for a parish 
to sell its goods/property.  
Before the pastor writes the Diocesan Bishop for 
permission for the proposed real estate transaction (i.e., 
sale), the pastor must consult the parish pastoral and 
finance councils to ensure support for the sale of the 
property or properties.  No agreements for the transfer 
of property are to be entered into until permission to 
proceed is granted by the Diocesan Bishop.
Following the permission to proceed toward the sale of 
property, the properties will be listed with a real estate 
agency according to diocesan practice.  An appraisal of 
the OLG church/rectory and former school properties 
has been conducted.  The appraisal value of the church/
rectory combined is $402,000 and the former school 
$247,000.  All parties interested in purchasing parish 
properties shall understand this is Diocesan Policy and 
Practice for such transactions. 
As to the disposition of sacred goods belonging to the 
parish, a religious goods dealer will catalogue all the 
sacred objects in the parish’s possession.  What is not 
retained by Our Lady of Peace parish will then be sold 
by the religious goods dealer to churches in need of 
such items.  Interest in retaining the OLG tabernacle 
in place of the MPB tabernacle is being given conside-
ration.  Plans to erect a space for the processional statue 
of Saint Mauro and the busts of Saint Aniello and Saint 
Nazarius are being worked on, as well as illuminating 
the stained-glass window of the Wounded Head of 
Christ currently in the OLG sacristy and mounting it 
in MPB church.

REV. ANTHONY GENEROSE
PASTOR
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