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Saint Joseph Vocation Ministry News and Announcements

St. Joseph Vocation Ministry will meet on Monday, 
April 6 in the rectory at 6:00 p.m. 
St. Joseph March Rosary Schedule 
Mar. 14 Loretta Sabo             Mar. 15 Gloria Clement 
Mar. 21 Sharon Turse    
Mar. 22 Mary Beth Peckenschneider 
Palm Sunday Vigil 
Mar. 28 – Mahers 
Palm Sunday 
Mar. 29 - Conlins 
St. Joseph Statue 
If you are interested in inviting the St. Joseph Statue 
into your home to pray for vocations a sign up sheet is 
available in the vestibule of the church on the 
Vocation Ministry table. Please sign up for the week 
you wish to welcome St. Joseph into your home. 
St. Joseph Statue Schedule 
Mar. 14 – 21 Mahers 
Mar. 21 – 28 Wagners 
Mar. 28 – Apr. 4 Leskosky’s 
Fatima Statue Schedule 
Mar. 15 to Mar. 21 Joseph & Lauren Delusio 
Mar. 22 to Mar. 28 Angie Vito 
Mar. 29 to Apr. 4 Donna Durso 
E’GIVING for more information or to sign up for 

Online Giving, visit our website  www.
olphazleton.org And click on the “Give 
Online” link. You may also scan the QR 
code with your smart phone to be directed 
to our website.  

The Light is on For You: Confessions will be heard 
on Mondays beginning Feb. 23 from 4-5:30 p.m. at 
Our Lady of Grace Church and Tuesdays, beginning 
Feb. 24 from 4-5:30 p.m. at Most Precious Blood 
Church.

 

Sponsorship Opportunities at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish Supporting the life and ministries of our parish 
involves many ongoing costs. We invite parishioners 
and friends to consider sponsoring one of the follow-
ing needs:
Feast Day Flowers for the Altar Sponsoring flowers 
for special feast days is a beautiful way to enhance our 
worship space and honor significant celebrations in the 
Catholic calendar. These offerings remind us of the joy 
we share on days dedicated to Our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Dates for 2026 are:
May 14 - Ascension of the Lord 
June 7 - Corpus Christi 
July 16 - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Sept. 8 - Nativity of the B.V.M. 
Sept. 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
November 1, 2 - All Saints & All Souls 
Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception
Bread & Wine for 2026. Since the inception of the 
Church, it has been traditional for congregants to 
contribute bread and wine for the celebration of Mass. 
Those interested in supporting this meaningful prac-
tice are encouraged to contact the parish office.  
Opportunities for donations are available from January 
to December. Bread and wine offering for March 2026 
is still available.  
In Loving Memory Dedications 
Parishioners and friends may dedicate a space in the 
back of the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. These remembrances offer comfort and recogni-
tion within our faith community.
Contact the parish office at 570-454-8714 if you wish 
to support ongoing beautification efforts. Continued 
help is vital for Molino Park’s success.

Rectory, Set, Cook!
Beginning February 17, 2026, the Diocese of Scranton will be sponsoring “Rectory, Set, Cook,” contest between 
the parishes in the diocese. Our own, Fr. Shawn Simchock, is representing Our Lady of Peach Parish. 
He’s making our Famous Italian manicotti. To vote for our parish, use the QR Code to the right, or:  
 Go to the Diocese of Scranton website. Click on “Rectory, Set, Cook.” Scroll down. Click on “Our 
Lady of Peace Parish.”  Look for Fr. Generose, Fr. Simchock, and a “Special guest.” 
Then vote. Every $10.00 you pledge = one vote. 
Three votes or $30.00 goes into a drawing for a weekly gift basket, beginning Friday, February 27 and every 
Friday until Friday, March 27. 
A grand prize winner will be drawn Easter week for anyone donating $100.00 or more. Please vote and help us 
raise funds to help our parish. (Proceeds benefit Our Lady of Peace Parish and Catholic Social Services.) 
Congratulations to Lindsay Vicidomini for winning the first basket in the Rectory Set Cook fundraiser! Please 
vote if you haven’t already done so. Or vote again if you would like! Help us to achieve our goal of $2,000 to 
support our parish and Catholic Social Services. Thank you for your generous support.
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REV. ANTHONY GENEROSE PASTOR REV. RAFAEL O’FARRIL ASSISTANT PASTOR

Cuarto Domingo de Cuaresma – Domingo “Laetare” 
La liturgia de este cuarto domingo de Cuares-
ma introduce un tono de esperanza en medio del 
camino penitencial. Tradicionalmente es llamado Domingo 
Laetare, el domingo de la alegría, porque Dios no nos llama 
a la conversión para condenarnos, sino para devolvernos la 
luz. La primera lectura presenta un criterio profundamente 
divino para discernir la vida. Cuando Samuel busca al nuevo 
rey entre los hijos de Jesé, humanamente todo parecía indicar 
que el elegido sería el mayor, el fuerte, el que tenía apariencia 
de liderazgo. Pero Dios corrige la mirada del profeta: “El 
hombre mira las apariencias, pero el Señor mira el corazón” 
(1 Sam 16,7). Según explican los exegetas, aquí se revela una 
pedagogía espiritual constante en la Biblia: Dios no elige 
según el prestigio, el poder o la imagen exterior, sino según la 
verdad interior del corazón. David, el menor y aparentemente 
insignificante, es ungido porque su interior está abierto a 
Dios. San Pablo, en la carta a los Efesios, conecta esta elección 
divina con la vida cristiana: “Antes eran tinieblas, ahora son luz 
en el Señor” (Ef 5,8). Para el apóstol, la conversión no es solo 
un cambio moral, sino una transformación de identidad. El 
cristiano pasa de la oscuridad a la luz. Vivir en la luz significa 
dejar que la verdad de Dios ilumine nuestras decisiones, nues-
tras relaciones y nuestras prioridades. Por eso Pablo exhorta: 
“Despierta tú que duermes, levántate de entre los muertos y 
Cristo será tu luz” (Ef 5,14). Es un llamado directo a salir de 
la ceguera espiritual. El Evangelio de San Juan desarrolla esta 
verdad mediante el signo del ciego de nacimiento. Jesús no 
solo devuelve la vista física a aquel hombre; revela algo mucho 
más profundo. Mientras el ciego comienza a ver progresiva-
mente quién es Jesús primero un hombre, luego un profeta, 
finalmente el Señor, los fariseos, que físicamente ven, se 
hunden cada vez más en la ceguera espiritual. Como señalan 
muchos comentaristas bíblicos, Juan presenta aquí una para-
doja poderosa: el verdadero problema no es no ver, sino creer 
que ya se ve. Este evangelio confronta directamente nuestro ti-
empo. También hoy existe una ceguera que no se reconoce a sí 
misma: la autosuficiencia, el orgullo espiritual, la convicción de 
que no necesitamos que Dios ilumine nuestra vida. Cuando el 
corazón se cierra a la verdad, incluso la evidencia de la gracia 
puede ser rechazada. La Cuaresma es precisamente el tiempo 
en que Cristo quiere tocar nuestros ojos. Él sigue pasando por 
nuestra vida para preguntarnos, como al ciego curado: “¿Crees 
en el Hijo del Hombre?”. La verdadera conversión comienza 
cuando reconocemos nuestra necesidad de luz y dejamos que 
Cristo ilumine nuestras oscuridades. Pidamos al Señor en este 
tiempo cuaresmal que sane nuestra mirada interior, para que 
podamos ver la vida, a los demás y a nosotros mismos con la 
luz de Dios. Porque solo quien se deja iluminar por Cristo 
puede caminar verdaderamente en la luz. 
For a translation in English please visit our website,  
https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner

Last weekend, the Hazleton deanery was privi-
leged to experience a most exhilarating spiritual 
experiences as our parish hosted the Saint Carlo 
Acutis Eucharistic Miracle Exhibition.  The event was truly a 
work of Our Lord under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit!   
I am truly grateful for the experience of Saint Carlo’s influ-
ence in introducing Jesus and His Mother, Mary, to us in 
a new and exciting way.  Attendance at the exhibit and the 
liturgical celebrations was more than anyone really expected.  
Mr. Jeff Daily, the curator of the exhibit at the Saint Carlo 
Acutis Shrine in Malvern, PA, that ours was one of the most 
attended in his experience of traveling with the exhibit to 
other parishes in a variety of dioceses and archdioceses in the 
northeast.  Mr. Daily said that we passed out approximately 
700 Saint Carlo prayer cards to those who made the pilgrim-
age.  That’s absolutely remarkable! I was particularly moved 
by a few discoveries and encounters that I’d like to share.  The 
first is the discovery that the church of San Mauro La Bruca 
is a site of a Eucharistic Miracle that occurred in the town of 
San Mauro La Bruca, Italy in 1969.  As many of you know, 
Saint Mauro is the patron saint we honor at Our Lady of 
Grace church.  Seeing the write up and pictures Saint Carlo 
preserved on one of the placards came as a surprise to me 
and I felt so humbled by the realization. Another moving 
moment for me was to view the video documentary about 
Saint Carlo.  I had never heard and seen a saint’s mother, 
Antonia, and his friends and associates speak of someone so 
uniquely in communion with our Lord and Mary.  I couldn’t 
help but weep each time I stopped to watch the video.  I even 
recognized a professor I had during my canon law studies 
offer a commentary on Saint Carlo.  Quite the surprise! 
And perhaps the most moving moments of the experience 
was the opportunity to bless individuals with the relic of 
Saint Carlo Acutis.  We all experience the challenges life 
brings to us.  I found the opportunity to serve folks in search 
of some peace by invoking Saint Carlo’s intercession for 
them. 
I want to thank all who came out from the parish and the 
deanery to help put this all together and help make it the 
success that it was.  The people from our parish and others 
really made it all come together.  Thank you very much. 
Finally, Saint Carlo had an immense love for the poor.  
Through his inspiration I hope we can support Rectory, Set, 
Cook, an event meant to raise money for Catholic Social 
Services of the Diocese of Scranton.  Use the 
QR Code to register and donate.  Just look for 
me and Fr. Shawn Simchock on the website 
and vote with a pledge to help us make our 
goal of $2000.  Thanks again and God bless!    
Para obtener una traducción al español, visite 
nuestro sitio web,  
https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner
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PARISH OFFICE: The parish office provides ser-
vices including pastoral care, liturgical planning, 
business, communications and administrative support 
and outreach support. The parish facilities are avail-
able to Ministries through reservation by contacting 
the church office at (570) 454-8714. 

BECOME PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
To join our esteemed church community, please visit 
our website at olpphazleton.org, navigate to the  
‘Newcomers’ section, and select ‘Register.’ Alterna-
tively, you may obtain a registration form from the 
church office and submit the completed form either 
at the office or in our mailbox located on the 4th 
Street side of the building. Please be advised that 
even if you have received all your Sacraments at Our 
Lady of Peace Parish, if you are over the age of 18 
and wish to remain a parishioner, it is necessary to 
become a registered member. If you have been away 
for any length of time and wish to return, the process 
is straightforward. You may either register online at 
olpphazleton.org or contact the rectory by phone at 
(570) 454-8714.

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOME-
BOUND: call the church office at (570) 454-8714. 
For those in danger of death and in need of Anointing 
of the Sick call (570) 861-8094.

FOOD PANTRY: Remember the less fortunate. 
Your donation for our food pantry helps those in 
need. Canned vegetables, fruit and meat, cereal, tuna, 
etc., are first distributed to parishioners in need; the 
extra is given to the families of Catholic Social Ser-
vices. Place your donation in the baskets in the vesti-
bule of the church.

CLEAN: It is important that we all do our part in 
keeping our church clean and tidy. Please make sure 
to dispose of any trash properly and refrain from leav-
ing tissues or gum behind. By working together, we 
can ensure that our church remains a welcoming place 
for everyone to worship. 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS FROM AMBO Bulletin inserts must be 
submitted via email at least 12 days before the Sunday 
of the publication. If your Ministry wants to make an 
announcement at Mass, you must contact the parish 
office to get permission. –Mary Maher, Bulletin Edi-
tor, olphazleton@gmail.com  

Many thanks for your generosity as we strive to 
meet our expenses                                        Mar. 8, 2026 
Offertory                                                       $8,109.00 
Dues                                                                   958.00 
Loose                                                                  434.00 
Church improvements                                       107.00 
Diocesan Assessment                                        390.00 
Utilities                                                                165.00 
Fuel                                                                      261.00 
Ash Wednesday                                                    37.00 
Palm Sunday                                                       160.00 
Easter Flowers                                                    638.00 
Candles                                                                 89.00 
Eastern Europe                                                    15.00 
Rice Bowl                                                           690.00 
Catholic Relief Services                                     135.00 
Care & Education of Priests                             180.00 
Total                                                            $12,368.00 
If you would like a copy of your OLP Parish contri-
bution statement for tax purposes, please contact the 
parish office at (570) 454-8714
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by appoint-
ment on Sundays. Expectant parents must be regis-
tered, active members of Our Lady of Peace Parish for 
at least six months. If you are expecting a child within 
the next six months, please contact the parish office. 

Our Lady of Grace News and Announcements
El Sacramento de Bautismo Se celebrará el 1er. Y 3er. 
Domingo de cada mes. Cursillos prebautismales los 
seguandos domingo de cada mes Contactar a: Eddy Gal-
vez (570) 599 - 0746 NOTA: Primero enviar mensaje
2025 Contribution Statements ~ Will be available 
beginning February 2, 2026 by calling Linda at Our Lady 
of Grace parish office 570-454-8797 from 8 AM until 12 
NOON daily.
Childrens Closet ~ The Children’s Closet will be 
OPEN on Wednesday.  Please Note, if schools are 
on a Delay or Closed, the Children’s Closet will be 
closed also. If you have any questions, please call 
Linda at the rectory 570-454-8797.
The Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday 
during Lent at Our Lady of Grace Church at 5:00 
p.m. followed by the Mass. 
OUR LADY OF GRACE CEMETERY CLEAN UP  
~ Please be advised that all Christmas decorations will be 
removed from graves at the cemetery on March 19th.Those 
who wish to keep these decorations are asked to remove 
them before that date. Thank you.
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Mass Intentions Most Precious Blood Church
Saturday, March 14th Lenten Weekday 
4:00 pm † Mildred & John Vito by Nieces Diana & 
Florence Jessel  
& Peggy & Michael LaRose by Daughters
Sunday, March 15th 4th Sunday of Lent 
10:30 am † Georgia Eddy by Rebecca Foos  
& Birthday Blessings for Chris Leskosky by John & Daughters
Monday, March 16th Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am † Mary Tranguch by Tony & Carol Carrell  
& Michael Tranguch by Beth & Mike Vertucci Family
Tuesday, March 17th St. Patrick 
8:00 am † Robert Brandt by Mr. & Mrs. Sam Franzosa
Wednesday, March 18th St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
8:00 am † Carl Sarullo by Mary & Danny Sweeney
Saturday, March 21st Lenten Weekday 
4:00 pm † Paul Collura, Jr. by Wife and Antonette  
& Jean Ann Shimansky by Mr. & Mrs. John Esposito 
& Family
Sunday, March 22nd 5th Sunday of Lent 
10:30 am † Edward Shamany by Mr. & Mrs. Mike 
Maylath & Family  
& Dennis Moore, Sr. by Ryan Forte

Mass Intentions Our Lady of Grace Church 
Thursday, 3/19 : Thomas Cipriano ~ The Family 
Rev. Dominic Landro ~ The Family  
Friday, 3/20: (Stations & Mass are at 5 PM): 
Mauro Cabell ~ Frank & Margie Feola  
& Anne Bertuola ~ Mike & Coleen Beltrami  
Saturday, 3/21: Charles Palermo Jr.~William Generose 
Family 
& Anna Marie Fiore Paisley ~ Florence Tranguch       
Sunday, 3/15 Marie Gestle ~ The Deren Family
Schedule Our Lady of Grace March 2026 
Mar. 14 Tony Fadule       Mar. 15 John Kulig 
Mar. 21 Tom Kassock     Mar. 22 Mary Kulig 
Palm Sunday Vigil Mar. 28 Susan Generose and Tony Fadule 
Palm Sunday Mar. 29 – Richard Barrett and John Kulig 
Lector Schedule Most Precious Blood March 2026 
Saturday 	                       Sunday  
Mar. 14 Sharon LaRose     Mar. 15 Alison Conlin 
Mar. 21 Donna Durso        Mar. 22 Julia Hinkle 
Palm Sunday Vigil 3/28 Sharon LaRose and Donna Durso 
Palm Sunday Mar. 29 Jean DeFazio and Alison Conlin

Scheduling Mass Intentions. Masses are scheduled one month in advance. If you would like to have a Mass said for a loved one or 
a special intention in April, please contact call at the beginning of March. To schedule a Mass at Most Precious Blood, please call 
(570) 454-8714. For Masses at Our Lady of Grace, contact (570) 454-8797. Thank you for your cooperation.  
Our Lady of Grace Candles.....For...........................................................By
Sanctuary................................... † Sue Ann Cervasio......................................Volunteers of the Children’s Closet 
MPB Candles..........................For..........................................................By:
Saint Joseph Candle.................... Judith Ferry.................................................Family
Madonna del Monte Candle....... Birthday Blessing for Chris Leskosky.............John & Daughters
Sanctuary................................... Peggy & Michael LaRose.............................Daughters
Sanctuary .................................. James & Pauline Perry.................................LeeAnn Perry 
Sanctuary...................................  Anna & Michael Adams...............................Family

OLP Parish Lenten/Easter Food Order Form 
Name:________________________________________
Phone #_______________________________________

Fill out this slip & place with money (check) into the collection basket or mail to the church rectory. Checks payable to Our 
Lady of Peace Parish. If you would like to order online or pay by card, please use the use the unique QR Codes above.
Deadline for Potato cakes/Potato Soup/Unbaked Pizza : 3/15
Pickup 3/20 from 11a.m.-1p.m. & 4p.m. to 6p.m.
Potato Cakes         Qty: ____ @  $1.00 each= _______
Potato Soup        Qty: ____ @ $12.00/quart= _______
Halushki           Qty: ____ @  $10.00/quart = _______
Unbaked Pizza(9x13)	Qty:___@ $12.00/pie= _______
Total:		      			             $ _______ 

Deadline for Easter: MARCH 15
Pickup 3/27 from 11a.m.-1p.m. & 4p.m. to 6 p.m.
Manicotti Qty: ____ @ $15.00/dozen         = _______
Cavatelli Qty: ____ @ $   5.00/lb.                = _______
Sauce Qty: ____ @ $  10.00/quart               = _______
Meatballs  Qty: ____ @ $ 15.00/dozen        = _______
Crystals  Qty: ____ @ $ 14.00/box               = _______
Italian Cheese Cookies Qty: ___@ $ 10.00/12= _____
Total:		                                                 $_______

EasterPotato cakes/Soup/Pizza
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Easter Flower Memorial Order Form

Please fill out the form below and your loved one will be remembered/honored during the Easter season with 
beautiful Easter Flowers adorning the sanctuary. Names will be listed in the Easter Bulletin. $25 donation. 
Due by Monday, March 30th. Please drop in the donation box or mail to the rectory. Please call the rectory for 
more information.
In memory of:_____________________________________________________________________________

In honor of:_______________________________________________________________________________

By_______________________________________________________________________________________

Volunteer Opportunities Available Looking for a meaningful way to give back, even with a limited schedule? 
Catholic Social Services has volunteer opportunities that require as little as a couple of hours a month. For more 
information, please call 570-455-1521.
If any family would like to adopt a Cinti (Candle House) for the Madonna del Monte Festival this August, or 
would like to walk with the Cinti, please call the parish office at (570) 454-8714.
CELEBRATE YOUR ITALIAN HERITAGE by becoming a member of the Hazleton Chapter of UNICO 
National. UNICO is an Italian-American service organization dedicated to helping those in need in the com-
munity. Come and be part of our annual Bell’Italia Festival!! For more information, contact Danny DeMelfi, 
Membership Chairman, at 570-436-0624

2026 Wedding Anniversary Mass
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and the Office for 
Parish Life wish to invite couples celebrating their 10th, 25th, 40th or 50th wedding anniversary in 2026 to a 
Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass on Sunday, June 28th, 2026. The event includes a 2:30 PM mass at the 
Cathedral of Saint Peter followed by a light reception. 
The registration deadline for this event is Sunday, June 7th, 2026.  To register, please go to https://www.dio-
ceseofscranton.org or contact Bridget Maille at (570) 207-2213 x 1133 or familylife@dioceseofscranton.org.

Misa de aniversario de bodas 2026
Su Excelencia, el Reverendísimo Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Obispo de Scranton, y la Oficina de Vida 
Parroquial desean invitar a las parejas que celebran su 10.º, 25.º, 40.º o 50.º aniversario de bodas en 2026 a una 
misa diocesana de aniversario de bodas el domingo 28 de junio de 2026. El evento incluye una misa a las 2:30 
p.m. en la Catedral de San Pedro seguida de una recepción ligera. 
La fecha límite de inscripción para este evento es el 7 de junio de 2026. Para registrarse, visite https://www.dio-
ceseofscranton.org o contacte a Bridget Maille (570) 207-2213 x 1133 o familylife@dioceseofscranton.org.



m

https://www.wwmcorp.com
https://www.facebook.com/p/Neil-Damato-Agent-Real-Estate-Group-llc-100077712079395/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61571761387232
https://www.amcor.com/hazleton
https://www.realtor.com/realestateagents/62a8f37465e6fd438971513e
https://advisor.janney.com/hazlewealthadvisors/who-we-are/our-team/


https://vitoslawncare.com
https://www.saccochiropractic.com
https://web.hazletonchamber.org/Retail/Luzerne-Medical-Inc-140
https://www.slusserlawfirm.com
https://www.pamonument.com
https://providers.sharecare.com/doctor/dr-gerald-e-williams-2
https://www.robinmyevakcpa.com
https://www.kitchengalleryanddesign.com
https://bonomoscarpetandfloorcovering.com
https://www.ppcscranton.org
https://www.fierrofuneralservices.com
https://www.moranfuneralhome.com
https://www.citpublish.com
https://www.altapizzeriapastahouse.com
https://www.haydenpower.com
https://www.facebook.com/moderntherapeutics/
https://www.griguolichiroandrehab.com
https://www.superiorrecruitingagency.com/
https://www.thevoiceofjohn2.org
https://stephaniesgreensnthings.com
https://www.angeliqueboutique.net
https://www.kubishin-ator.com
https://www.demelfischoolofmusic.com
https://thelaurelmall.com
https://achchazleton.com
https://www.laurels-seniorliving.com
https://www.facebook.com/TaronesMarket/

	3.15.26 bulletin.pdf
	Bulletin for the Second Sunday of Lent.pdf
	Bulletin for second Sunday of Lent
	2.22.26+bulletin.pdf





