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Saint Joseph Vocation Ministry News and Announcements

St. Joseph Vocation Ministry will meet on Monday, 
April 6 in the rectory at 6:00 p.m.
St. Joseph March Rosary Schedule 
Mar. 7 Terese Gentilesco        Mar. 8 Kilners 
Mar. 14 Loretta Sabo             Mar. 15 Gloria Clement 
Mar. 21 Sharon Turse    
Mar. 22 Mary Beth Peckenschneider 
Palm Sunday Vigil 
Mar. 28 – Mahers 
Palm Sunday 
Mar. 29 - Conlins
St. Joseph Statue 
If you are interested in inviting the St. Joseph Statue 
into your home to pray for vocations a sign up sheet is 
available in the vestibule of the church on the 
Vocation Ministry table. Please sign up for the week 
you wish to welcome St. Joseph into your home. 
St. Joseph Statue Schedule 
Mar. 17 – 24 Leskoskys 
Mar. 14 – 21 Mahers 
Mar. 21 – 28 Wagners 
Mar. 28 – Apr. 4 Bards
Fatima Statue Schedule 
Mar. 1 to Mar. 7 Virginia Ciotola 
Mar. 8 to Mar. 14 Sam & Maureen Franzosa 
Mar. 15 to Mar. 21 Joseph & lauren Delusio 
Mar. 22 to Mar. 28 Angie Vito 
Mar. 29 to Apr. 4 Donna Durso
E’GIVING for more information or to sign up for 

Online Giving, visit our website  www.
olphazleton.org And click on the “Give 
Online” link. You may also scan the QR 
code with your smart phone to be directed 
to our website. 

The Light is on For You: Confessions will be heard 
on Mondays beginning Feb. 23 from 4-5:30 p.m. at 
Our Lady of Grace Church and Tuesdays, beginning 
Feb. 24 from 4-5:30 p.m. at Most Precious Blood 
Church.
Schedule Our Lady of Grace March 2026 
Mar. 7 Tom Kassock       Mar. 8 Susan Generose 
Mar. 14 Tony Fadule       Mar. 15 John Kulig 
Mar. 21 Tom Kassock     Mar. 22 Mary Kulig 
Palm Sunday Vigil Mar. 28 Susan Generose and Tony Fadule 
Palm Sunday Mar. 29 – Richard Barrett and John Kulig 

 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish Supporting the life and ministries of our parish 
involves many ongoing costs. We invite parishioners 
and friends to consider sponsoring one of the follow-
ing needs:
Feast Day Flowers for the Altar Sponsoring flowers 
for special feast days is a beautiful way to enhance our 
worship space and honor significant celebrations in 
the Catholic calendar. These offerings remind us of 
the joy we share on days dedicated to Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Dates for 2026 
are:
May 14 - Ascension of the Lord 
June 7 - Corpus Christi 
July 16 - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Sept. 8 - Nativity of the B.V.M. 
Sept. 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
November 1, 2 - All Saints & All Souls 
Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception

Bread & Wine for 2026. Since the inception of the 
Church, it has been traditional for congregants to 
contribute bread and wine for the celebration of Mass. 
Those interested in supporting this meaningful prac-
tice are encouraged to contact the parish office.  
Opportunities for donations are available from Janu-
ary to December. Bread and wine offering for March 
2026 is still available. 
In Loving Memory Dedications 
Parishioners and friends may dedicate a space in the 
back of the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. These remembrances offer comfort and recogni-
tion within our faith community.
Postage for Bulletin Mailings 
Each month, donations help cover the cost of mailing 
the parish bulletin to shut-ins and those residing in 
senior care homes. Sponsors are gratefully acknowedged 
for their generosity.
Contact the parish office at 570-454-8714 if you 
wish to support ongoing beautification efforts. Con-
tinued help is vital for Molino Park’s success.
Lector Schedule Most Precious Blood March 2026 
Saturday 	                       Sunday  
Mar. 7 Rosina Generose     Mar. 8 Melissa Lomax 
Mar. 14 Sharon LaRose     Mar. 15 Alison Conlin 
Mar. 21 Donna Durso        Mar. 22 Julia Hinkle 
Palm Sunday Vigil 3/28 Sharon LaRose and Donna Durso 
Palm Sunday Mar. 29 Jean DeFazio and Alison Conlin
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REV. ANTHONY GENEROSE                                                                                                              
PASTOR 

REV. RAFAEL O’FARRIL                                                                          
ASSISTANT PASTOR
Querida familia de Nuestra Señora de la Paz:
En este Tercer Domingo de Cuaresma, la Palabra 
de Dios nos revela una verdad que toca una de las experien-
cias más profundas del corazón humano: la sed. No se trata 
solo de la sed física, sino de esa sed interior de sentido, de 
amor, de fidelidad y de vida verdadera.
En el libro del Éxodo (17,3-7), el pueblo de Israel, en 
medio del desierto, experimenta la prueba de la escasez y 
murmura contra Dios. La sed los lleva a dudar y a pregun-
tarse: “¿Está o no está el Señor en medio de nosotros?” Esta 
pregunta no nace sólo de la garganta seca, sino de un cora-
zón que se siente abandonado. Sin embargo, Dios responde 
no con reproche, sino con misericordia: hace brotar agua 
de la roca. Los exegetas nos recuerdan que esa roca es signo 
de un Dios que permanece fiel incluso cuando el hombre 
duda, y que es capaz de hacer brotar vida donde parecía 
imposible.
San Pablo, en la carta a los Romanos (5,1-2.5-8), nos lleva 
más lejos aún: esa fidelidad de Dios se ha manifestado 
plenamente en Cristo. Él murió por nosotros cuando aún 
éramos débiles y pecadores. Esto significa que el amor de 
Dios no es una recompensa a nuestra perfección, sino un 
don gratuito que se nos ofrece en nuestra fragilidad. Por eso, 
nuestra esperanza no defrauda, porque está fundada no en 
nuestras fuerzas, sino en el amor que Dios ha derramado en 
nuestros corazones.
Esta verdad alcanza su expresión más conmovedora en el 
Evangelio de San Juan (4,5-42), en el encuentro de Jesús 
con la mujer samaritana. Ella llega al pozo con su cántaro, 
símbolo de sus búsquedas, de sus vacíos y de su historia 
herida. Jesús, que conoce su sed más profunda, le revela que 
solo Él puede darle el “agua viva”, esa vida nueva que no se 
agota y que transforma el corazón. Los exegetas destacan 
que esta mujer, que había ido a sacar agua, termina con-
virtiéndose en fuente para otros, porque quien se encuentra 
verdaderamente con Cristo ya no vive desde su vacío, sino 
desde la plenitud que ha recibido.
Querida familia, la Cuaresma es el tiempo para reconocer 
nuestra propia sed y dejar que Cristo llegue a ese lugar de 
nuestra vida donde hemos buscado en vano. Él sigue espe-
rando junto al pozo de nuestra historia, no para juzgarnos, 
sino para ofrecernos el agua viva de su amor.
Pidámosle la gracia de no endurecer el corazón, de no que-
darnos en la queja ni en la desilusión, sino de abrirnos a su 
presencia. Porque solo quien bebe de Cristo descubre que 
su sed más profunda no era una condena, sino el comienzo 
de un encuentro que puede cambiarlo todo. 
For a translation in English please visit our website, 
https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner

Durante las últimas semanas, hemos analizado 
las tendencias financieras y de vida parroquial, 
que son dos de los factores prioritarios que se toman en 
consideración al determinar el futuro de la iglesia Nuestra 
Señora de la Gracia. Esta semana examinaremos los costos 
de las instalaciones.
Al igual que las casas en las que vivimos, nuestros “hogares” 
parroquiales requieren recursos para su funcionamiento. De 
hecho, nuestra parroquia gasta alrededor de 1,300 dólares 
cada semana solo para mantener abiertas las puertas de las 
instalaciones de Nuestra Señora de la Gracia. El siguiente 
desglose ofrece una idea de nuestros gastos del año pasado.
Costos de Operación – Nuestra Señora de la Gracia

Descripción                                                                Gasto
Servicios de limpieza contratados              $7,237.76  
Otros servicios contratados                        $6,024.57  
Electricidad                                               $8,000.45  
Calefacción                                              $10,839.42  
Agua/alcantarillado                                   $3,912.88  
Suministros de mantenimiento                 $6,248.93 
Reparaciones generales                                $360.00 
Autoseguro                                              $26,016.00 
TOTAL                                                                $68,640.01 
El edificio de la iglesia de Nuestra Señora de la Gracia tam-
bién presenta costos significativos de reparación. Quienes 
han sido feligreses durante muchos años estarán de acuerdo 
en que no se trata de un problema nuevo, pero es un desafío 
que ahora nos corresponde afrontar, especialmente ante la 
solicitud del Obispo de presentar una recomendación sobre 
el futuro de la iglesia.
El año pasado, se contrató a Quandel Energy Solutions para 
realizar una Evaluación de Necesidades de las Instalaciones, 
objetiva y realizada por expertos externos, la cual estima 
$3,620,200 dólares en reparaciones del edificio de la iglesia 
durante los próximos 10 años. La necesidad inmediata, en 
los próximos 3 años, asciende a $2,486,700 dólares. Este 
estudio independiente detalla la reparación de las piedras de 
coronación, los muros de parapeto y los pináculos, la actu-
alización de los remates metálicos (flashing), el reemplazo 
del sellador y el rejuntado donde sea necesario, así como la 
sustitución de la cúpula, entre otras reparaciones.
Al mirar hacia el futuro con esperanza, debemos determinar 
nuestra mejor oportunidad como comunidad sana y vibran-
te, anunciando el Evangelio, promoviendo las vocaciones y 
cuidando de los necesitados. Les pido que continúen con sus 
oraciones mientras discernimos la voluntad de Dios ante los 
desafíos que enfrentamos. Que se haga Su voluntad. 
This message was published in English in the 3/1/26 Bulle-
tin. It can also be found under the “Consolidation of Parish-
es” tab of our website.
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PARISH OFFICE: The parish office provides ser-
vices including pastoral care, liturgical planning, 
business, communications and administrative support 
and outreach support. The parish facilities are avail-
able to Ministries through reservation by contacting 
the church office at (570) 454-8714. 

BECOME PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
To join our esteemed church community, please visit 
our website at olpphazleton.org, navigate to the  
‘Newcomers’ section, and select ‘Register.’ Alterna-
tively, you may obtain a registration form from the 
church office and submit the completed form either 
at the office or in our mailbox located on the 4th 
Street side of the building. Please be advised that 
even if you have received all your Sacraments at Our 
Lady of Peace Parish, if you are over the age of 18 
and wish to remain a parishioner, it is necessary to 
become a registered member. If you have been away 
for any length of time and wish to return, the process 
is straightforward. You may either register online at 
olpphazleton.org or contact the rectory by phone at 
(570) 454-8714.

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOME-
BOUND: call the church office at (570) 454-8714. 
For those in danger of death and in need of Anointing 
of the Sick call (570) 861-8094.

FOOD PANTRY: Remember the less fortunate. 
Your donation for our food pantry helps those in 
need. Canned vegetables, fruit and meat, cereal, tuna, 
etc., are first distributed to parishioners in need; the 
extra is given to the families of Catholic Social Ser-
vices. Place your donation in the baskets in the vesti-
bule of the church.

CLEAN: It is important that we all do our part in 
keeping our church clean and tidy. Please make sure 
to dispose of any trash properly and refrain from leav-
ing tissues or gum behind. By working together, we 
can ensure that our church remains a welcoming place 
for everyone to worship. 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS FROM AMBO Bulletin inserts must be 
submitted via email at least 12 days before the Sunday 
of the publication. If your Ministry wants to make an 
announcement at Mass, you must contact the parish 
office to get permission. –Mary Maher, Bulletin Edi-
tor, olphazleton@gmail.com  

Many thanks for your generosity as we strive to 
meet our expenses                                       Mar. 1, 2026 
Offertory                                                      $10,542.00 
Dues                                                                 1,658.00 
Loose                                                                   207.00 
Church improvements                                       170.00 
Diocesan Assessments                                       135.00 
Utilities                                                                474.00 
Fuel                                                                      950.00 
Ash Wednesday                                                 329.00 
Palm Sunday                                                       118.00 
Easter Flowers                                                    271.00 
Candles                                                               125.00 
Catholic Relief Services                                       21.00 
Eastern Europe                                                     71.00 
Rice Bowl                                                            639.00 
Care & Education of Priests                              371.00 
Total                                                             $16,081.00
If you would like a copy of your OLP Parish contri-
bution statement for tax purposes, please contact the 
parish office at (570) 454-8714
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by appoint-
ment on Sundays. Expectant parents must be regis-
tered, active members of Our Lady of Peace Parish for 
at least six months. If you are expecting a child within 
the next six months, please contact the parish office. 

Our Lady of Grace News and Announcements
El Sacramento de Bautismo Se celebrará el 1er. Y 3er. 
Domingo de cada mes. Cursillos prebautismales los 
seguandos domingo de cada mes Contactar a: Eddy Gal-
vez (570) 599 - 0746 NOTA: Primero enviar mensaje
2025 Contribution Statements ~ Will be available 
beginning February 2, 2026 by calling Linda at Our Lady 
of Grace parish office 570-454-8797 from 8 AM until 12 
NOON daily.
Childrens Closet ~ The Children’s Closet will be 
OPEN on Wednesday.  Please Note, if schools are 
on a Delay or Closed, the Children’s Closet will be 
closed also. If you have any questions, please call 
Linda at the rectory 570-454-8797.
The Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday 
during Lent at Our Lady of Grace Church at 5:00 
p.m. followed by the Mass. 
OUR LADY OF GRACE CEMETERY CLEAN UP  
~ Please be advised that all Christmas decorations will be 
removed from graves at the cemetery on March 19th.Those 
who wish to keep these decorations are asked to remove 
them before that date. Thank you.
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Mass Intentions Most Precious Blood Church
Saturday, March 7th Ss. Perpetua & Felicity 
4:00 pm † Michael A. Mussoline by Son, Michael 
& Michael D. Potence, III by Your Friends At TOPS #1096
 Sunday, March 8th 3rd Sunday of Lent 
10:30 am † Harold Hartzel by Mr. &Mrs. Sam Franzosa  
& Greg Persico by Linda DeCosmo
Monday, March 9th St. Frances of Rome 
8:00 am † John J. Vito by Mary Ann & John
Tuesday, March 10th Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am † Carmella Turse by Mr. & Mrs. Dennis James
Wednesday, March 11th Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am † James P. Ney by Vozar Family
Saturday, March 14th Lenten Weekday 
4:00 pm † Mildred & John Vito by Nieces Diana & 
Florence Jessel  
&Peggy & Michael Larose by Daughters
Sunday, March 15th 4th Sunday of Lent 
10:30 am † Georgia Eddy by Rebecca Foose 
& Birthday Blessings for Chris Leskosky by John & Daughters
Mass Intentions Our Lady of Grace Church 
Patricia DiMaria ~ Husband Joseph & Son Joseph III 
& Dorothy Lalich ~ Molly Maue
Friday, 3/13: (Stations & Mass are at 5 PM): 
Janice Generose ~ Marie Lettiere    
& Angeline Cusate ~ Charlie & Denise Salvaterra & Family
Saturday, 3/14: Sally A. Heaney ~ Husband Martin 
& Sue A. Cervasio ~ The Family       
Sunday, 3/15: Charles Zunski ~ The Family 
& Maura Marnell ~ Anthony & Jennifer Grigouli Lector
Saint Carlo Acutis Exhibit Weekend March 6, 7 and 8 
Exhibit will be open all three days and the First Class Relic 
will be available during the presentations and above services. 
Exhibit open to the public in MPB Church Hall

Friday: 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m.. until 3:45 p.m. 
Sunday: 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
Liturgical Schedule In MPB Church 
Friday: Mass 5:00 p.m with Exposition 6:00 p.m.to 7:30 p.m.  
Confession 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Adult and HS Presentation about Saint Carlo by Jeff Daley  
Director of Religious Education at St Isadora 7:30-8:00 p.m. 
Saturday: Mass 9:00 a.m.  
Novena and Rosary 9:30 a.m. 
Adoration 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Confession 2:15 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Mass 4:00 PM and Adoration 5:00 p.m. to 6:00  p.m.  
ending with Benediction at 6:00 p.m.  
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. Kids Presentation and 
exhibit visit following presentation if time allows. 
“By standing before the Eucharistic Christ, we become holy.” - St. 
Carlo Acutis 
Canonization Timeline: 
·      October 12, 2006: Death of Carlo Acutis 
·      October 12, 2012: The cause for Carlo’s beatification and 
canonization officially opened, making him a Servant of God 
·      May 13, 2013:  The Holy See issued a Nihil 
Obstat to the cause of Carlo’s beatification and 
canonization 
·      November 24, 2016: The diocesan process for 
the beatification and canonization of the Servant 
of God Carlo Acutis concludes 
·      July 5, 2018: Pope Francis declared Carlo Venerable 
·      January 23, 2019: Carlo’s body was exhumed 
·      April 6, 2019: Carlo’s mortal remains were transferred to a 
sepulchral monument at the Church of Santa Maria Maggio-
re in Assisi 
·      October 10, 2020: Carlo was beatified in Assisi 
·      April 27, 2025: Original date for Carlo’s canonization, 
postponed due to the death of Pope Francis 
·      September 7, 2025: Carlo was proclaimed a Saint in St. 
Peter’s in Rome by Pope Leo XIV

Scheduling Mass Intentions. Masses are scheduled one month in advance. If you would like to have a Mass said for a loved one or 
a special intention in April, please contact call at the beginning of March. To schedule a Mass at Most Precious Blood, please call 
(570) 454-8714. For Masses at Our Lady of Grace, contact (570) 454-8797. Thank you for your cooperation.  
Our Lady of Grace Candles.....For...........................................................By
Sanctuary................................... † Sue Ann Cervasio......................................Volunteers of the Children’s Closet 
MPB Candles..........................For..........................................................By:
Tabernacle.................................. Michael Adams...........................................Wife, Rosalie Adams & Family
Tabernacle.................................. Charles Zunski ..........................................Francine Rutulo 
Madonna del Monte .................. Salvatrice “Tille” Prete ..............................Daughter, Patty & Husband, Rocco Susi 
Saint Joseph................................ Michael A. Mussoline.................................Son, Michael 
Sanctuary................................... Michael Potence, III...................................Bob & Jayne Stefanaovich
Sanctuary .................................. Anna & Michael........................................Family
Sanctuary .................................. H&B Megan.............................................Ed & Carol Harry
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Deadline for Potato cakes/Clam Chowder/Unbaked Pizza: MARCH 9
Pickup March 13 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Potato Cakes                            Qty: ____ @    $1.00 each            = _______
Red Clam Chowder                 Qty: ____ @  $15.00/quart          = _______
Unbaked Pizza (9x13)	              Qty: ____ @ $12.00/pie              = _______
						      Total:		          $_______
Deadline for Potato cakes/Potato Soup/Unbaked Pizza : MARCH 15
Pickup March 20 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Potato Cakes                            Qty: ____ @   $1.00 each             = _______
Potato Soup		                Qty: ____ @ $12.00/quart           = _______
Halushki                                   Qty: ____ @  $10.00/quart           = _______
Unbaked Pizza (9x13)	              Qty: ____ @ $12.00/pie              = _______
						      Total:		         $ _______ 
Deadline for Easter: MARCH 15
Pickup March 27 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.. and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Manicotti                                 Qty: ____ @ $15.00/dozen          = _______
Cavatelli                                   Qty: ____ @ $   5.00/lb. 	        = _______
Sauce                                        Qty: ____ @ $  10.00/quart         = _______
Meatballs                                 Qty: ____ @ $ 15.00/dozen         = _______
Crystals                                    Qty: ____ @ $ 14.00/box	        = _______
Italian Cheese Cookies            Qty: ____ @ $ 10.00/dozen	        = _______
						      Total:		          $_______

OLP Parish Lenten/Easter Food Order Form 
Name:________________________________________
Phone #_______________________________________ 

Fill out this slip & place with money(check) into the collection basket or mail to the church rectory.Checks 
payable to Our Lady of Peace Parish. If you would like to order online or pay by card, please use the use the 

unique QR Codes to the right of each date.

If any family would like to adopt a Cinti (Candle House) for the Madonna del Monte Festival this August, or would like 
to walk with the Cinti, please call the parish office at (570) 454-8714.
The next Sodality meeting will be this Tuesday, Mar. 10, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. Opening prayer - Mary Lomax, 
refreshments -  Carol Hauser, Mary Anna Fink, Florence Hayden and MaryAnne Katishen. All members and 
friends are warmly welcome to attend!
CELEBRATE YOUR ITALIAN HERITAGE by becoming a member of the Hazleton Chapter of UNICO 
National. UNICO is an Italian-American service organization dedicated to helping those in need in the com-
munity. Come and be part of our annual Bell’Italia Festival!! For more information, contact Danny DeMelfi, 
Membership Chairman, at 570-436-0624.

Rectory, Set, Cook!
Beginning February 17, 2026, the Diocese of Scranton will be sponsoring “Rectory, Set, Cook,” contest between 
the parishes in the diocese. Our own, Fr. Shawn Simchock, is representing Our Lady of Peach 
Parish. He’s making our Famous Italian manicotti. To vote for our parish, use the QR Code to 
the right, or:  
 Go to the Diocese of Scranton website. Click on “Rectory, Set, Cook.” Scroll down. Click on 
“Our Lady of Peace Parish.”  Look for Fr. Generose, Fr. Simchock, and a “Special guest.” 
Then vote. Every $10.00 you pledge = one vote. 
Three votes or $30.00 goes into a drawing for a weekly gift basket, beginning Friday, February 27 and every 
Friday until Friday, March 27. 
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