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Saint Joseph Vocation Ministry News and Announcements

St. Joseph Vocation Ministry will meet on Monday, 
April 6 in the rectory at 6:00 p.m. Topic of discussion 
will be Uplift Your Priest day and World Vocation Day. 
St. Joseph March Rosary Schedule 
Mar. 21 Sharon Turse    
Mar. 22 Mary Beth Peckenschneider 
Palm Sunday Vigil 
Mar. 28 – Mahers 
Palm Sunday 
Mar. 29 - Conlins 
St. Joseph Statue 
If you are interested in inviting the St. Joseph Statue 
into your home to pray for vocations a sign up sheet is 
available in the vestibule of the church on the 
Vocation Ministry table. Please sign up for the week 
you wish to welcome St. Joseph into your home. 
St. Joseph Statue Schedule 
Mar. 21 – 28 Wagners 
Mar. 28 – Apr. 4 Leskosky’s 
Fatima Statue Schedule 
Mar. 22 to Mar. 28 Angie Vito 
Mar. 29 to Apr. 4 Donna Durso 

E’GIVING for more information or to 
sign up for Online Giving, visit our web-
site  www.olphazleton.org And click on 
the “Give Online” link. You may also scan 
the QR code with your smart phone to be 

directed to our website.  
The Light is on For You: Confessions will be heard 
on Mondays beginning Feb. 23 from 4-5:30 p.m. at 
Our Lady of Grace Church and Tuesdays, beginning 
Feb. 24 from 4-5:30 p.m. at Most Precious Blood 
Church.

 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish Supporting the life and ministries of our parish 
involves many ongoing costs. We invite parishioners 
and friends to consider sponsoring one of the follow-
ing needs:
Feast Day Flowers for the Altar Sponsoring flowers 
for special feast days is a beautiful way to enhance our 
worship space and honor significant celebrations in the 
Catholic calendar. These offerings remind us of the joy 
we share on days dedicated to Our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Dates for 2026 are:
May 14 - Ascension of the Lord 
June 7 - Corpus Christi 
July 16 - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Sept. 8 - Nativity of the B.V.M. 
Sept. 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
November 1, 2 - All Saints & All Souls 
Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception
Bread & Wine for 2026. Since the inception of the 
Church, it has been traditional for congregants to 
contribute bread and wine for the celebration of Mass. 
Those interested in supporting this meaningful prac-
tice are encouraged to contact the parish office.  
Opportunities for donations are available from January 
to December.  
In Loving Memory Dedications 
Parishioners and friends may dedicate a space in the 
back of the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. These remembrances offer comfort and recogni-
tion within our faith community.
Contact the parish office at 570-454-8714 if you wish 
to support ongoing beautification efforts. Continued 
help is vital for Molino Park’s success.

 Rectory, Set, Cook!
The Diocese of Scranton is sponsoring “Rectory, Set, Cook,” contest between the parishes in the diocese. Our 
own, Fr. Shawn Simchock, is representing Our Lady of Peach Parish. He’s making our Famous Ital-
ian manicotti. To vote for our parish, use the QR Code to the right, or:  
 Go to the Diocese of Scranton website. Click on “Rectory, Set, Cook.” Scroll down. Click on “Our 
Lady of Peace Parish.”  Look for Fr. Generose, Fr. Simchock, and a “Special guest.” 
Then vote. Every $10.00 you pledge = one vote. 
Three votes or $30.00 goes into a drawing for a weekly gift basket, beginning Friday, February 27 and every 
Friday until Friday, March 27. 
A grand prize winner will be drawn Easter week for anyone donating $100.00 or more. Please vote and help us 
raise funds to help our parish. (Proceeds benefit Our Lady of Peace Parish and Catholic Social Services.) 
Please vote if you haven’t already done so. Or vote again if you would like! Help us to achieve our goal of $2,000 
to support our parish and Catholic Social Services. Thank you for your generous support.
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REV. ANTHONY GENEROSE PASTOR REV. RAFAEL O’FARRIL ASSISTANT PASTOR

Reflexión para el V Domingo de Cuaresma 
Las lecturas de este domingo nos colocan frente a una 
de las revelaciones más profundas de toda la Escritura: 
Dios no es un Dios de muerte, sino de vida. Cuando todo parece 
terminado, cuando la esperanza parece sepultada, cuando el 
corazón humano cree que ya no hay salida, el Señor pronuncia 
su palabra y abre los sepulcros. 
El profeta Ezequiel habla a un pueblo derrotado, exiliado y sin 
esperanza. Israel se sentía como un cementerio: sin futuro, sin 
fuerza, sin vida. En ese contexto Dios anuncia algo sorprenden-
te: “Abriré sus sepulcros, los sacaré de sus tumbas y pondré mi 
espíritu en ustedes y vivirán.” No se trata solo de una promesa 
política o histórica, sino de una revelación espiritual profunda. 
Dios promete una restauración interior, una vida nueva que nace 
de su Espíritu. Cuando el Espíritu de Dios entra en la existencia 
humana, incluso lo que parecía muerto comienza a renacer.
San Pablo retoma esta misma verdad y la lleva al corazón de 
la vida cristiana. El apóstol distingue entre vivir según la carne 
y vivir según el Espíritu. La carne representa la vida encerrada 
en sí misma, dominada por el egoísmo, el miedo y el pecado; 
el Espíritu, en cambio, es la vida abierta a Dios. Pablo afirma 
algo extraordinario: el mismo Espíritu que resucitó a Cristo de 
entre los muertos habita en los creyentes. Esto significa que la 
resurrección no es solo un acontecimiento futuro; es una fuerza 
que ya actúa en el presente, transformando el interior de quienes 
permiten que Dios habite en ellos. 
El Evangelio presenta uno de los signos más conmovedores de 
Jesús: la resurrección de Lázaro. No es solamente un milagro, 
sino una revelación del corazón de Cristo. Jesús llega a Betania 
y se encuentra con el dolor de Marta y María. El evangelio nos 
muestra algo profundamente humano: Jesús llora. Dios no es 
indiferente al sufrimiento humano; participa de él, lo asume y 
lo transforma. Sin embargo, el relato no se queda en la tristeza. 
Jesús pronuncia una declaración que atraviesa toda la fe cristiana: 
“Yo soy la resurrección y la vida; el que cree en mí, aunque muera, 
vivirá.” Luego se acerca al sepulcro y grita: “¡Lázaro, sal fuera!” 
Con esa palabra, la muerte pierde su aparente dominio. 
Este signo anuncia algo mucho más grande: Jesús no solo 
resucita a un amigo, sino que revela que Él mismo es la Vida que 
vence definitivamente a la muerte. Por eso, el evangelio también 
se convierte en una pregunta para cada creyente: ¿qué sepulcros 
hay en nuestra vida? ¿Qué situaciones, pecados, heridas o deses-
peranzas nos mantienen encerrados? La Cuaresma nos invita a 
escuchar la voz de Cristo que sigue diciendo: “Sal fuera.” Sal de la 
resignación, sal del pecado, sal de aquello que te encierra y te roba 
la vida. Cuando permitimos que la palabra de Cristo nos alcance, 
el Espíritu vuelve a soplar y lo que parecía muerto comienza a 
vivir. Así, el camino cuaresmal nos prepara para el gran anuncio 
de la Pascua: Dios tiene la última palabra, y esa palabra siempre 
es vida. 
For a translation in English please visit our website,  
https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner

Where does the Sacrament of Reconciliation stand 
in your list of Lenten priorities?  Lent is a time 
for penitential practices which lead to a personal 
renunciation of sin called repentance.  And so, getting to 
Confession should be high on the list of Lenten priorities. 
Unfortunately, many Catholics do not return to the Lord 
through the Sacrament of Confession because in a pluralistic 
society founded on absolute individualism, people believe 
they can go directly to God.  They do not see the need to 
confess their sins to a priest and, thereby, receive absolution.  
After all, where does it say I have to confess to a priest? Saint 
Paul, one of the bible’s biggest sinners before his conversion 
to Christ, writes to the church in Corinth, “All this is from 
God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ and 
given us the ministry of reconciliation….” (2 Cor. 5:18).  Not 
only is sacramental reconciliation cited in the bible, but Saint 
Paul also tells us the Sacrament of Reconciliation is from 
God through Christ.  The message entrusted to the apostles 
is reconciliation, as Saint Paul says in verse 19.  “So, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing through us.  
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 
(2 Cor. 5:20) The message would not be efficacious, however, 
if the authority to forgive sins were not granted by Christ to 
Peter and the Apostles, and subsequently, to the Pope and 
the Bishops in communion with him.  The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church states, “During his public life Jesus not only 
forgave sins but also made plain the effect of this forgiveness: 
he reintegrated forgive sinners into the community of the 
People of God from which sin had alienated or even excluded 
them.” (CCC, 1443).  
This uncovers the roots of error.  Moral rectitude is not a per-
sonal affair between me and the Lord.  Such thinking exposes 
the sinner who is only hiding behind the cross of Christ.  
When we expose ourselves to judgment in the sacrament of 
Confession, we come from behind the cross to look into the 
eyes of the suffering, sinless Christ who “died for the sins of 
the whole world.”  The people which stand in front of the 
cross of Christ is his Church.  “In imparting to his apostles 
his own power to forgive sins the Lord also gives them the 
authority to reconcile sinners with the Church.” (CCC 1444).  
If our sins wound the Christ of God, it only stands to rea-
son that our sins also would the Church conceived from his 
pierced side.  So, it all makes sense that we only seek forgive-
ness from those we offend, and in the case of sin, those of-
fended are God AND the Church. Lent is about to conclude 
so get to confession.  Check the bulletin for regular confession 
times on Saturdays, for the times on Mondays and Tuesdays 
under the listing of “The Light is on for You” and know that 
there is an opportunity for confession at Saint John Bosco 
church in Conyngham on Tuesday, March 24th at 6 pm.
Para obtener una traducción al español, visite nuestro sitio 
web, https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner
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PARISH OFFICE: The parish office provides ser-
vices including pastoral care, liturgical planning, 
business, communications and administrative support 
and outreach support. The parish facilities are avail-
able to Ministries through reservation by contacting 
the church office at (570) 454-8714. 

BECOME PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
To join our esteemed church community, please visit 
our website at olpphazleton.org, navigate to the  
‘Newcomers’ section, and select ‘Register.’ Alterna-
tively, you may obtain a registration form from the 
church office and submit the completed form either 
at the office or in our mailbox located on the 4th 
Street side of the building. Please be advised that 
even if you have received all your Sacraments at Our 
Lady of Peace Parish, if you are over the age of 18 
and wish to remain a parishioner, it is necessary to 
become a registered member. If you have been away 
for any length of time and wish to return, the process 
is straightforward. You may either register online at 
olpphazleton.org or contact the rectory by phone at 
(570) 454-8714.

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOME-
BOUND: call the church office at (570) 454-8714. 
For those in danger of death and in need of Anointing 
of the Sick call (570) 861-8094.

FOOD PANTRY: Remember the less fortunate. 
Your donation for our food pantry helps those in 
need. Canned vegetables, fruit and meat, cereal, tuna, 
etc., are first distributed to parishioners in need; the 
extra is given to the families of Catholic Social Ser-
vices. Place your donation in the baskets in the vesti-
bule of the church.

CLEAN: It is important that we all do our part in 
keeping our church clean and tidy. Please make sure 
to dispose of any trash properly and refrain from leav-
ing tissues or gum behind. By working together, we 
can ensure that our church remains a welcoming place 
for everyone to worship. 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS FROM AMBO Bulletin inserts must be 
submitted via email at least 12 days before the Sunday 
of the publication. If your Ministry wants to make an 
announcement at Mass, you must contact the parish 
office to get permission. –Mary Maher, Bulletin Edi-
tor, olphazleton@gmail.com  

Many thanks for your generosity as we strive to 
meet our expenses                                       Mar. 15, 2026 
Offertory                                                $6,239.00 
Dues                                                         2,764.00 
Loose                                                           666.00 
Church improvements                                 21.00 
Diocesan Assessment                                122.00 
Utilities                                                          53.00 
Fuel                                                                43.00 
Ash Wednesday                                           51.00 
Easter                                                          180.00 
Easter Flowers                                            328.00 
Mother’s Day                                               40.00 
Candles                                                       109.00 
Eastern Europe                                              5.00 
Rice Bowl                                                    350.00 
Holy Land – Good Friday                        162.00 
Catholic Relief Services                            404.00 
Care & Education of Priests                      82.00 
Total                                                      $11,619.00
If you would like a copy of your OLP Parish contri-
bution statement for tax purposes, please contact the 
parish office at (570) 454-8714
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by appoint-
ment on Sundays. Expectant parents must be regis-
tered, active members of Our Lady of Peace Parish for 
at least six months. If you are expecting a child within 
the next six months, please contact the parish office. 

Our Lady of Grace News and Announcements
El Sacramento de Bautismo Se celebrará el 1er. Y 3er. 
Domingo de cada mes. Cursillos prebautismales los 
seguandos domingo de cada mes Contactar a: Eddy Gal-
vez (570) 599 - 0746 NOTA: Primero enviar mensaje
2025 Contribution Statements ~ Will be available 
beginning February 2, 2026 by calling Linda at Our Lady 
of Grace parish office 570-454-8797 from 8 AM until 12 
NOON daily.
Childrens Closet ~ The Children’s Closet will be 
OPEN on Wednesday.  Please Note, if schools are 
on a Delay or Closed, the Children’s Closet will be 
closed also. If you have any questions, please call 
Linda at the rectory 570-454-8797.
The Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday 
during Lent at Our Lady of Grace Church at 5:00 
p.m. followed by the Mass. 
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Mass Intentions Most Precious Blood Church
Saturday, March 21st Lenten Weekday 
4:00 pm † Paul Collura, Jr. by Wife, Antonette by Jean 
Ann Shimansky by Mr. & Mrs. John Esposito & Family
Sunday, March 22nd 5th Sunday of Lent 
10:30 am † Edward Shamany by Mr. & Mrs. Mike 
Maylath & Family  
& † Dennis Moore, Sr. by Ryan Forte
Monday, March 23rd St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 
8:00 am  Special Intention by Linda DeCosmo 
& † Michael Gombeda by Wife,  Jean
Tuesday, March 24th Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am † John LaRose by Mauro & Grace Notaro 
& † Marlene Avillion by Kate Penkala
Wednesday, March 25th Annunciation of the Lord 
8:00 am † Donna George by Mark Dietrich
Saturday, March 28th Lenten Weekday 
4:00 pm † Kevin VanBlargan by Mom & Dad  
& † Joseph Martoccio by Family
Sunday, March 29th Palm Sunday 
10:30 am † John LaRose by Family 
&† Michael Adams by Family 
Lector Schedule Most Precious Blood March 2026 
Saturday 	                       Sunday  
Mar. 21 Donna Durso        Mar. 22 Julia Hinkle 
Palm Sunday Vigil 3/28 Sharon LaRose and Donna Durso 
Palm Sunday Mar. 29 Jean DeFazio and Alison Conlin
 

Mass Intentions Our Lady of Grace Church 
Thursday, 3/26 : Joseph & Mary Pekala ~ Daughter, 
Nancy   
Friday, 3/27: (Stations & Mass are at 5 PM): 
William O’Donnell ~ The Family 
Saturday, 3/28: Frank & Rose Klatch ~ Carmelita 
Klatchy 
& John  & Jean Zeppi ~ Lorraine & Paul Marcus      
Sunday, 3/29: Dorothy Cusatis ~ Donna Zola
 
Schedule Our Lady of Grace March 2026 
Mar. 21 Tom Kassock     Mar. 22 Mary Kulig 
Palm Sunday Vigil Mar. 28 Susan Generose and Tony Fadule 
Palm Sunday Mar. 29 – Richard Barrett and John Kulig
Holy Week Schedule 
March 27 – Palm Sunday Vigil 4:00 p.m. Most Pre-
cious Blood (MPB) 
5:30 p.m. Our Lady of Grace (OLG) 
March 28 – Palm Sunday	 8:00 a.m. OLG 
                                               10:30 a.m. MPB 
April 2 Holy Thursday	 7:00 p.m. MPB 
April 3 Good Friday		  3:00 p.m. OLG 
April 4 Easter Vigil		  8:00 p.m. MPB 
April 8 Easter Sunday		 8:00 a.m. OLG 
				    10:30 a.m. MPB 
Blessing of the Easter Baskets 1:00 p.m. MPB (in the 
church)

Scheduling Mass Intentions. Masses are scheduled one month in advance. If you would like to have a Mass said for a loved one or 
a special intention in May, please contact call at the beginning of April. To schedule a Mass at Most Precious Blood, please call (570) 
454-8714. For Masses at Our Lady of Grace, contact (570) 454-8797. Thank you for your cooperation.  
Our Lady of Grace Candles.....For...........................................................By
Sanctuary................................... † Sue Ann Cervasio......................................Volunteers of the Children’s Closet 
MPB Candles..........................For..........................................................By:
Madonna del Monte................... †Donna George............................................By Mark Dietrich
Saint Joseph Candle ................... †Ruth Schumacher........................................By Family
Sanctuary Candle....................... † Mildred & John Vito..................................By Nieces, Diana & Florence
Sanctuary Candle....................... † Anna Marie Paisely...................................By Joanne Hartzel
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Easter Flower Memorial Order Form

Please fill out the form below and your loved one will be remembered/honored during the Easter 
season with beautiful Easter Flowers adorning the sanctuary. Names will be listed in the Easter 
Bulletin. $25 donation. Due by Monday, March 30th. Please drop in the donation box or mail to the 
rectory. To pay with a card and order online, please use the QR code to the left. Please call the rectory for more 
information.
In memory of:_____________________________________________________________________________

In honor of:_______________________________________________________________________________

By_______________________________________________________________________________________
Spring Flower Sale 

Deadline to order is March 23. Pickup on March 27 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 
p.m.
7” pot with decorative foil - Tulip, Hyacinth or Mini 
daffodils - $10 each  Lillies $12 each. 

Name: _____________________________________
Tele#_______________________________________
Tulips              ______ @ 10/each $_______
Hyacinths        ______ @ 10/each $_______
Mini Daffodils ______ @ 10/each $_______
Lillies              ______ @ 12/each  $_______
Total:				            $_______
Make checks payable to Our Lady of Peace 
Parish. To order with a card, please use this 
QR Code.

Volunteer Opportunities Available Looking for 
a meaningful way to give back, even with a limit-
ed schedule? Catholic Social Services has volunteer 
opportunities that require as little as a couple of hours 
a month. For more information, please call 570-455-
1521.
If any family would like to adopt a Cinti (Candle 
House) for the Madonna del Monte Festival this Au-
gust, or would like to walk with the Cinti, please call 
the parish office at (570) 454-8714.
CELEBRATE YOUR ITALIAN HERITAGE by 
becoming a member of the Hazleton Chapter of UNI-
CO National. UNICO is an Italian-American service 
organization dedicated to helping those in need in the 
community. Come and be part of our annual Bell’Ita-
lia Festival!! For more information, contact Danny 
DeMelfi, Membership Chairman, at 570-436-0624

2026 Wedding Anniversary Mass
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C. Bam-
bera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and the Office 
for Parish Life wish to invite couples celebrating their 
10th, 25th, 40th or 50th wedding anniversary in 2026 
to a Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass on Sunday, 
June 28th, 2026. The event includes a 2:30 PM mass 
at the Cathedral of Saint Peter followed by a light 
reception. 
The registration deadline for this event is Sunday, June 
7th, 2026.  To register, please go to https://www.dio-
ceseofscranton.org or contact Bridget Maille at (570) 
207-2213 x 1133 or familylife@dioceseofscranton.org.

Misa de aniversario de bodas 2026
Su Excelencia, el Reverendísimo Joseph C. Bambera, 
D.D., J.C.L., Obispo de Scranton, y la Oficina de Vida 
Parroquial desean invitar a las parejas que celebran su 
10.º, 25.º, 40.º o 50.º aniversario de bodas en 2026 a 
una misa diocesana de aniversario de bodas el domingo 
28 de junio de 2026. El evento incluye una misa a las 
2:30 p.m. en la Catedral de San Pedro seguida de una 
recepción ligera. 
La fecha límite de inscripción para este evento es el 7 
de junio de 2026. Para registrarse, visite https://www.
dioceseofscranton.org o contacte a Bridget Maille (570) 
207-2213 x 1133 o familylife@dioceseofscranton.org.
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