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Saint Joseph Vocation Ministry News and Announcements

St. Joseph Vocation Ministry will meet on Monday, 
May 4th in the rectory at 6:00 p.m.
 
St. Joseph Vocation Ministry will be hosting our 2nd 
annual Uplift Your Priest Day in the church hall on April 
26th following the 10:30 a.m. Mass. There will be games, 
free food and drinks, tricky trays for children and much 
more! Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend 
with their children. The event will run from 11:30 a.m. 
– 1:00 p.m. If possible, reservations are made by calling 
the rectory at (570) 454-8714 and speak to Carol with 
the number of adults and children who will be attend-
ing. Please mark your calendar and plan on attending to 
celebrate Father Generose! We look forward to hearing 
from you!

Get Involved  St. Joseph Vocation Ministry offers 
numerous ways for you to get involved and contribute to 
our mission: - Host St. Joseph in your home for a weekly 
visit - Pray the Rosary with the parish - Pray the Rosary 
at home. Attend our monthly meetings for prayer and 
inspiration to help grow vocations to the consecrated life.

St. Joseph May Rosary Schedule 
April 25 Maureen Franzosa  April 26 Molinos 
May 2 Loretta Sabo		  May 3 Kilners 
May 9 Terese Gentilesco     May 10 Mary Beth Peckenschneider 
May 16 Sharon Turse		 May 17 Conlins 
May 23 Maureen Franzosa	 May 24 Gloria Clement 
May 30 Mahers		  May 31 Leskoskys

St. Joseph Statue 
If you are interested in inviting the St. Joseph Statue 
into your home to pray for vocations a sign up sheet is 
available in the vestibule of the church on the 
Vocation Ministry table. Please sign up for the week 
you wish to welcome St. Joseph into your home.

St. Joseph Statue Schedule 
April 25 – May 2 Maureen Franzosa 
May 2 – 9 Harrys 
May 9 – 16 Lauren Sacco 
May 16 – 23 Debbie Vito 
May 23 – 30 Angie Vito 
 

 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish Supporting the life and ministries of our parish 
involves many ongoing costs. We invite parishioners 
and friends to consider sponsoring one of the follow-
ing needs:
Feast Day Flowers for the Altar Sponsoring flowers 
for special feast days is a beautiful way to enhance our 
worship space and honor significant celebrations in the 
Catholic calendar. These offerings remind us of the joy 
we share on days dedicated to Our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Dates for 2026 are:
May 14 - Ascension of the Lord 
June 7 - Corpus Christi 
July 16 - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Sept. 8 - Nativity of the B.V.M. 
Sept. 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
November 1, 2 - All Saints & All Souls 
Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception

Bread & Wine for 2026. Since the inception of the 
Church, it has been traditional for congregants to 
contribute bread and wine for the celebration of Mass. 
Those interested in supporting this meaningful prac-
tice are encouraged to contact the parish office.  
Opportunities for donations are available from January 
to December. 

Bread & Wine for April  
IMO Patrick & Joseph P. Farace 

Sister, Cynthia Orlando 
& IMO Donna George  

Mark Dietrich

In Loving Memory Dedications 
Parishioners and friends may dedicate a space in the 
back of the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. These remembrances offer comfort and recogni-
tion within our faith community.
 
Contact the parish office at 570-454-8714 if you wish 
to support ongoing beautification efforts. Continued 
help is vital for Molino Park’s success.

Fatima Statue Schedule 
Apr. 26 – May 2 Renee Chirico 
May 3 – 9 Frank & Lorraine Brocious 
May 10 – 16 Sharon LaRose 
May 17 – 23 Shane & Michelle Planutis 
May 24 – 30 Lee Ann & Scott Campbel 
May 31 – June 6 Tim & Stacy Cuniff
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PARISH OFFICE: The parish office provides ser-
vices including pastoral care, liturgical planning, 
business, communications and administrative support 
and outreach support. The parish facilities are avail-
able to Ministries through reservation by contacting 
the church office at (570) 454-8714.  
BECOME PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
To join our esteemed church community, please visit 
our website at olpphazleton.org, navigate to the  
‘Newcomers’ section, and select ‘Register.’ Alterna-
tively, you may obtain a registration form from the 
church office and submit the completed form either 
at the office or in our mailbox located on the 4th 
Street side of the building. Please be advised that 
even if you have received all your Sacraments at Our 
Lady of Peace Parish, if you are over the age of 18 
and wish to remain a parishioner, it is necessary to 
become a registered member. If you have been away 
for any length of time and wish to return, the process 
is straightforward. You may either register online at 
olpphazleton.org or contact the rectory by phone at 
(570) 454-8714. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOME-
BOUND: call the church office at (570) 454-8714. 
For those in danger of death and in need of Anointing 
of the Sick call (570) 861-8094. 
FOOD PANTRY: Remember the less fortunate. 
Your donation for our food pantry helps those in 
need. Canned vegetables, fruit and meat, cereal, tuna, 
etc., are first distributed to parishioners in need; the 
extra is given to the families of Catholic Social Ser-
vices. Place your donation in the baskets in the vesti-
bule of the church. 
CLEAN: It is important that we all do our part in 
keeping our church clean and tidy. Please make sure 
to dispose of any trash properly and refrain from leav-
ing tissues or gum behind. By working together, we 
can ensure that our church remains a welcoming place 
for everyone to worship.  
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS FROM AMBO Bulletin inserts must be 
submitted via email at least 12 days before the Sunday 
of the publication. If your Ministry wants to make an 
announcement at Mass, you must contact the parish 
office to get permission. –Mary Maher, Bulletin Edi-
tor, olphazleton@gmail.com  
E’GIVING for more information or to sign up for 
Online Giving, visit our website  www.olphazleton.

org And click on the “Give Online” 
link. You may also scan the QR code 
with your smart phone to be directed to 
our website.  
 

Many thanks for your generosity as we strive to 
meet our expenses                                       April 19, 2026 
Offertory                                                          $6,182.00 
Dues                                                                    2,160.00 
Loose                                                                      439.00 
Utilities                                                                     87.00 
Church improvements                                          173.00 
Diocesan Assessment                                           146.00 
Fuel                                                                          20.00 
Easter                                                                     400.00 
Mother’s Day                                                         146.00 
Ascension                                                                82.00 
Candles                                                                    98.00 
Retirement for Religious                                        20.00 
Holy Land – Good Friday                                     78.00 
Catholic communications                                       10.00 
Catholic Home Missions                                         5.00 
Care & Education of Priests                                  85.00 
Total                                                                $10,131.00
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by appoint-
ment on Sundays. Expectant parents must be regis-
tered, active members of Our Lady of Peace Parish for 
at least six months. If you are expecting a child within 
the next six months, please contact the parish office. 

If any family would like to adopt a Cinti (Candle 
House) for the Madonna del Monte Festival this  
August, or would like to walk with the Cinti, please 
call the parish office at (570) 454-8714.

Reminder: Join MPB every weeknight (Monday 
through Friday) at 5:30 p.m. during the month of 
May to recite the Holy Rosary.

Our Lady of Grace News and Announcements
El Sacramento de Bautismo Se celebrará el 1er. Y 3er. 
Domingo de cada mes. Cursillos prebautismales los 
seguandos domingo de cada mes Contactar a: Eddy Gal-
vez (570) 599 - 0746 NOTA: Primero enviar mensaje
CHILDRENS CLOSET ~ The Children’s Closet will 
be open on Wednesday. If you have any questions, please 
call Linda at the rectory 570-454-8797.
FIRST FRIDAY DEVOTIONS ~ Will be held on Fri-
day May 1st starting at 11 AM with a Holy Hour before 
the Blessed Sacrament followed by mass at 12:05.
MEMORIAL DAY CANDLES ~Anyone wishing to 
have a candle burning in the Our Lady of Grace  Cem-
etery Chapel in memory of a loved one can call Linda at 
the rectory 570-454-8797. The offering is $10.00 and the 
deadline is Monday, May 15, 2026.

 
 



April 26, 2026 VIEW THIS BULLETIN ONLINE AT https://www.olpphazleton.org	 4

OUR LADY OF PEACE PARISH	 4th Sunday of Easter

Mass Intentions Most Precious Blood Church 
Saturday, April 25th St. Mark the Evangelist 
4:00 pm † Stephen Hoppy, III by Mother, Anne Marie Hoppy 
&Dolores McGarry by Son, Joseph
Sunday, April 26th 4th Sunday of Easter 
10:30 am † Edward T. Shamany by Family  
& Dennis Moore, Sr. by Family.
Monday, April 27th 
8:00 am † Dolores Sharpe by John & Chris Leskosky
Tuesday, April 28th St. Peter Chanel, St. Louis Grignon de Montfort 
8:00 am † Maura Marnell by Family  
& H&B for Richard Suravicz by MPB Staff
Wednesday, April 29th St. Catherine of Siena 
8:00 am † Joseph Graziano by Michael Solon 
& Special Intention by Barbara Guza
Saturday, May 2nd St. Athanasius 
4:00 pm † Anna Paisley by Umbriac Family  
& Harold Hartzel by Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kassock & Family
Sunday, May 3rd 5th Sunday of Easter 
10:30 am Antoinette Roman and in thanksgiving for 
prayers answered by Regina, John, & Joseph Roman
Volunteer Opportunities Available Looking for 
a meaningful way to give back, even with a limit-
ed schedule? Catholic Social Services has volunteer 
opportunities that require as little as a couple of hours 
a month. For more information, please call 570-455-
1521.
 

Mass Intentions Our Lady of Grace Church 
Thursday, 4/30: Joseph DeFluri III ~ Mother  
& Anella Cusatis ~ Mr. & Mrs. John Woodring        
Friday,  5/1: Richard Roman ~ Peggy & Mary Gallagher 
& Charles Zunski ~ Mike & Joan Kucher
Saturday, 5/2:  George Bakos ~ The Family 
& Gloria Cheslock ~ Joanne Zientek 
Sunday, 5/3: Sue Ann Cervasio ~ Mary Walko 
Lector Schedule Most Precious Blood March 2026 
Saturday 	                       Sunday  
Apr. 25 Melissa Lomax	 Apr. 26 John Leskosky 
May 2 Carol Bard		  May 3 Melissa Lomax 
May 9 Rosina Generose	 May 10 Alison Conlin 
Wed., May 13 Ascension 6:00 p.m. John Leskosky 
May 16 Donna Durso		 May 17 John Leskosk 
Confirmation 1:00 p.m.           Mary Hinkle 
May 23 Sharon LaRose	 May 24 Jean DeFazio 
May 30 Melissa Lomax	 May 31 Julia Hinkle
 
Lector Schedule Our Lady of Grace March 2026 
Apr. 25 John Kulig                     Apr. 26 Carol Bard 
May 2 Tom Kassock		  May 3 Mary Kulig 
May 9 Susan Generose	 May 10 Rick Barrett 
May 16 John Kulig		  May 17 Susan Generose 
May 23 Tony Fadule		  May 24 Rick Barrett 
May 30 tom Kassock		  May 31 John Kulig

Scheduling Mass Intentions. Masses are scheduled one month in advance. If you would like to have a Mass 
said for a loved one or a special intention in June please contact call at the beginning of May. To schedule a 
Mass at Most Precious Blood, please call (570) 454-8714. For Masses at Our Lady of Grace, contact (570) 
454-8797. Thank you for your cooperation.  
We are able to honor two intentions at each Mass. This means that both your intention and another individual’s intention 
may be announced by Father at the beginning of the service and appear in the bulletin.
OLG Candles..........................For..................................................................By:
Sanctuary Candle ...................... Joseph DeFluri III...............................................Mother 
MPB Candles..........................For.................................................................By:
Tabernacle:................................. †Stephen Hoppy, III...............Mother, Anne Marie & Children, Kimberly & Scott
Sanctuary:.................................. H&B Sam & Maureen Franzosa..........................Bob & Jayne Stefanovich
Sanctuary:.................................. Anniversary Blessings for Frank & Debbie Vito....Bob & Jayne Stefanovich
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PASTOR’S  CORNER  

REFLEXIÓN DEL PASTOR
REV. ANTHONY GENEROSE

PASTOR
Querida familia de Nuestra Señora de la Paz:
En este Cuarto Domingo de Pascua, conocido como 
el Domingo del Buen Pastor, la Palabra de Dios nos conduce al 
corazón mismo de nuestra fe: Cristo, Pastor verdadero, que no 
solo guía, sino que entrega su vida por sus ovejas. En esta jornada 
de oración por las vocaciones, la Iglesia nos invita a escuchar con 
mayor profundidad esa voz que llama, que reúne y que envía.
En los Hechos de los Apóstoles (2,14.36-41), Pedro se levanta 
con autoridad y anuncia sin temor que Jesús, a quien fue crucifi-
cado, ha sido constituido Señor y Mesías. Este anuncio no deja 
indiferente: “se les traspasó el corazón”. La verdadera predicación 
toca, hiere, despierta. Y ante esa herida nace la pregunta decisiva: 
“¿Qué tenemos que hacer?” La respuesta no es superficial: con-
versión, bautismo, vida nueva. Así actúa el Buen Pastor: no ador-
mece, no entretiene, sino que despierta la conciencia y conduce a 
una decisión concreta. Toda vocación nace de un corazón que ha 
sido tocado y que responde. La primera carta de Pedro (2,20-25) 
nos presenta a Cristo como el Pastor que carga con nuestras heri-
das. Él no respondió con violencia, no devolvió insulto por insulto, 
sino que se entregó, confiando en el Padre. “Por sus heridas han 
sido sanados.” Aquí se revela el estilo del verdadero pastor: no 
dominar, sino servir; no imponerse, sino entregarse. Y en ese 
camino, cada vocación encuentra su forma: el sacerdote, el con-
sagrado, el matrimonio, la vida entregada en medio del mundo… 
todos llamados a reproducir ese amor que sana, que sostiene y que 
permanece fiel incluso en el sufrimiento. En el Evangelio de San 
Juan (10,1-10), Jesús se presenta como la puerta del redil. No es 
un pastor lejano, es el acceso mismo a la vida. “Yo he venido para 
que tengan vida y la tengan en abundancia.” Pero también ad-
vierte: hay ladrones y salteadores, voces que no conducen a la vida, 
caminos que dispersan y destruyen. Por eso, discernir la voz del 
Pastor es vital. La vocación no nace del ruido, sino de la escucha. 
No surge de la confusión, sino de la intimidad con Cristo. Hoy, 
más que nunca, necesitamos pedir por las vocaciones. No como 
una idea abstracta, sino como una urgencia concreta de la Iglesia. 
Dios sigue llamando, pero es necesario un corazón disponible, una 
comunidad que acompañe y un ambiente donde la voz de Cristo 
pueda ser escuchada sin interferencias. Cada uno de nosotros 
tiene responsabilidad: orar, sostener, promover, y sobre todo vivir 
de tal manera que otros puedan descubrir en nuestra vida el rostro 
del Buen Pastor.
Este domingo es también una llamada personal: ¿a qué me está 
llamando Cristo? ¿Estoy escuchando su voz o estoy distraído por 
otras voces? ¿Estoy dispuesto a dejarme conducir, incluso cuando 
el camino exige renuncia y entrega?
El Buen Pastor no abandona. Sigue buscando, sigue llamando, 
sigue tocando el corazón. Que no endurezcamos el oído. Que no 
pospongamos la respuesta. Porque solo en Él encontramos la vida 
verdadera, la vida en abundancia.
Con afecto pastoral,
Fr. Rafael O’farril Bermúdez
For a translation in English please visit our website, https://
www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner

REV. RAFAEL O’FARRIL
ASSISTANT PASTOR

On the evening of Wednesday, April 15, 2026, a 
town hall meeting was held to review all the driv-
ers involving a very difficult recommendation to 
Bishop Bambera regarding Our Lady of Grace 

church.  Soon, Bishop will receive a letter from me recom-
mending we close Our Lady of Grace church on August 2, 
2026.
I want you to know this has been a very difficult and painful 
decision and I realize that this news is even more shocking 
and emotionally charged for the parishioners who know Our 
Lady of Grace church as their “home away from home” for 
many, many years.  A great deal of memories comprises a 
wealth of sentimental treasures for more families than I know.
A year ago, we faced the challenge of consolidating Most 
Precious Blood and Queen of Heaven parishes.  Clearly, the 
consolidation news sent shock waves through both parish 
communities because it meant a threat of identity loss both 
personal and communal.  That’s a very real thing for everyone 
to process.  A great deal of emotions, mostly negative, take 
over.  And each person reacts to it differently. It was import-
ant, however, that we look intelligently and reasonably at the 
present situation and move forward with the task entrusted to 
us.  I believe we’ve consolidated successfully.   But we also had 
to make a recommendation concerning Our Lady of Grace 
church.  One of the first challenges I faced, after the consol-
idation, was to form a financial and pastoral council to assist 
me.  Parishioners from both parishes took up my invitation to 
lead the parish in this way and at Wednesday’s presentation, 
given by some members of the pastoral and finance team, 
they showed they also understood the real loss of identity for 
everyone.  The parish leadership team demonstrated their 
intention that everyone is respected, received, and heard.  I 
have great affection for the parish leadership team because 
they understand the pain themselves.
Shortly, Bishop Bambera will receive the letter of recommen-
dation from me.  I expect to hear from Bishop regarding the 
recommendation.  Should Bishop Bambera agree with our 
recommendation, he will bring the recommendation to the 
Diocesan Presbyteral Council in May.  At that time, each 
priest on the Council will hear about the proposed relegation 
and ask me questions for clarification if necessary before they 
each priest votes on the relegation.  The intervention of each 
priest will be recorded and then Bishop Bambera will be free 
to decide regarding the recommendation.  After that, an offi-
cial legal document called a decree will be issued and released 
to the public.  The decree will include the date of relegation 
of the church to profane but not sordid use.  The church will 
remain open until August 2, 2026 at which time a closing 
Mass will be celebrated.  
 Para obtener una traducción al español, visite nuestro sitio 
web, https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner
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To whom it may concern, On May 10, 2026, His Ex-
cellency Bishop Vincenzo Calvosa, along with Father 
Pasquale Gargione, Father Antonio Greco, Father An-
iello Panzariello and Father Walter Santomauro will 
be celebrating mass at 10:30 am, at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish at Most Precious Blood Church. We would 
like to invite parishioners from surrounding parishes 
to join us for Mass and a meet and greet in MPB’s 
Church Hall (after mass). Bishop Vincenzo Calvosa, 
along with the four visiting pastors, would like to meet 
people from the Campania, Basilicata and Calabria 
regions. The people of Hazleton and the surrounding 
areas have celebrated, devoted and provided pilgrimage 
to the Saints of Cilento: Madonna della Monte, San 
Mauro, San Aniello and San Nazario. Bishop Vincen-
zo Calvosa is originally from Trebisacce Providence of 
Cosenza Italy and is residing as the Bishop of Vallo 
Della Lucania in the Providence of Salerno and the 
towns there of. A significant portion of the population 
in the greater Hazleton Area has origins in the Cilen-
to region, as well as Trebissacce and its surrounding 
locales. 
Renee E. Chirico, Aniello Tambasco,  
Most Precious Blood, Madonna del Monte Solidity

SPRING FLING 
Hazleton Area’s Largest Flea Market 
Shop for “Treasures” - Housewares, Linens, Jewelry, 
Books, Furniture, Holiday Decor and much more! 
Enjoy a hot breakfast or lunch on Saturday. Feed your 
sweet tooth at our Bake Sale. Try your lunch with our 
Tricky Trays and Cash Raffle.  
St. John Bosco Parish Center 
573 State Route 93, Sugarloaf, PA 
May 16, 2026 7am to 3pm 
May 17, 2026 1pm to 3pm (Box Day)
El Mercado de Pulgas Más Grande del Área de Hazleton. 
Compra tesoros en nuestro gigantesco mercado-artícu-
los para el hogar, pequeños electrodomésticos, libros, 
joyas, muebles y mucho más! Disfrute de un desayuno 
o almuerzo caliente. Arriesgate en uno de nuestros 
sorteos.

Marian Catholic High School News 
Monday, May 11th, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Spring Open 
House: Sunday, May 3rd, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. Come see 
how to make a Marian education possible! 

2026 Wedding Anniversary Mass
His Excellency, the Most Reverend Joseph C. Bam-
bera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop of Scranton, and the Office 
for Parish Life wish to invite couples celebrating their 
10th, 25th, 40th or 50th wedding anniversary in 2026 
to a Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass on Sunday, 
June 28th, 2026. The event includes a 2:30 PM mass at 
the Cathedral of Saint Peter followed by a light recep-
tion.
The registration deadline for this event is Sunday, June 
7th, 2026.  To register, please go to https://www.dio-
ceseofscranton.org or contact Bridget Maille at (570) 
207-2213 x 1133 or familylife@dioceseofscranton.org.

Misa de aniversario de bodas 2026
Su Excelencia, el Reverendísimo Joseph C. Bambera, 
D.D., J.C.L., Obispo de Scranton, y la Oficina de Vida 
Parroquial desean invitar a las parejas que celebran su 
10.º, 25.º, 40.º o 50.º aniversario de bodas en 2026 a 
una misa diocesana de aniversario de bodas el domingo 
28 de junio de 2026. El evento incluye una misa a las 
2:30 p.m. en la Catedral de San Pedro seguida de una 
recepción ligera.
La fecha límite de inscripción para este evento es el 7 
de junio de 2026. Para registrarse, visite https://www.
dioceseofscranton.org o contacte a Bridget Maille 
(570) 207-2213 x 1133 o familylife@dioceseofscran-
ton.org.

The Madonna del Monte Sodality’s Mother’s Day 
Dinner will be at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 3, 2026, at 
the Four Blooms Restaurant in Drums. A family-style 
dinner will be served. For more information, please call 
Diane Wagner (570) 401-6411 or Jayne Stefanovich 
(570) 401-0066.

CELEBRATE YOUR ITALIAN HERITAGE by 
becoming a member of the Hazleton Chapter of UNI-
CO National. UNICO is an Italian-American service 
organization dedicated to helping those in need in the 
community. Come and be part of our annual Bell’Italia 
Festival!! For more information, contact Danny De-
Melfi, Membership Chairman, at 570-436-0624
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