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OUR LADY OF PEACE PARISH	 Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saint Joseph Vocation Ministry News and Announcements

St. Joseph Vocation Ministry - Our next Vocation 
Ministry meeting will be on Tuesday, Sept.2, 2025 at 
6:30 p.m. in the rectory. We will discuss Priesthood 
Sunday and Trunk or Treat. Please call the parish office 
for more information. 
The St. Joseph Vocation Ministry will be hosting a 
“Trunk or Treat” on Sunday, October 26, 2025 at a time 
to be announced in the church hall. Please mark your 
calendars and come join us for a fun filled event! 
Worldwide Priesthood Sunday is being observed on 
September 28, 2025 at the 10:30 a.m. Mass.  Packets 
for the will be sent home on September 13 for our 
CCD Students to color and write something for Father 
Generose and all Priests for their dedication and hard 
work in their parishes. If your child attends Parochial 
School and would like to participate, please call Carol 
at the Rectory office at (570) 454-8714 during regular 
office hours so that we may get them the packets as 
well. A social will follow in the church hall with plenty 
of food, games, and fellowship. 
Please plan on attending with your children. 
Weekend Masses - August -September Rosary 
Schedule 
9/6 - Mahers                               9/7 - Conlins 
9/13 - Loretta Sabo                     9/14 - Kilners 
9/20 - Maureen Franzosa            9/21 - Leskoskys 
9/27 - Bards                                9/28 Molinos

St. Joseph Statue Septempber Schedule
September  7 - 14 Geri Scaran 

September 14 - 21 Mahers 
September 21 - 28 Bards 

September 28 - October 5 Wagners

Flowers on the Altar  
In Celebration of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

are in memory of Andrew and Robert Solonski  
by Wife, Mom & family.

 
Fatima Statue Schedule 

September 7th to September 13th Catherine Smolinsky 
September 14th to September 20th Charlie and Pattie Craig 

September 21st to September 27th Florence Hayden
 

Bread & Wine Offering  August 2025 
Mary, Joseph P. & Patrick Farace  

by Daughter & Sister, Cynthia

Sponsorship Opportunities at Our Lady of Peace Parish 
Supporting the life and ministries of our parish involves 
many ongoing costs. We invite parishioners and friends 
to consider sponsoring one of the following needs: 
Postage for Bulletin Mailings 
Each month, donations help cover the cost of mailing 
the parish bulletin to shut-ins and those residing in 
senior care homes. Sponsors are gratefully acknowedged 
for their generosity. 
Feast Day Flowers for the Altar 
Sponsoring flowers for special feast days is a beautiful 
way to enhance our worship space and honor significant 
celebrations in the Catholic calendar. These offerings 
remind us of the joy we share on days dedicated to Our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Those 
days include The Presentation of the Lord, Ascension of 
the Lord, Corpus Christi, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
The Assumption, The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Exaltation of the Holy Cross, All Souls Day and 
the Immaculate Conception. 
Bread and Wine Offering 
Monthly contributions to the cost of bread and wine 
used during Mass are recognized in the bulletin. This is 
a meaningful way to participate in the sacramental life 
of the parish. 
Pascal Candle
Once a year, the parish purchases a new Pascal Candle 
for use during Easter, funerals, and other special 
liturgical celebrations. Sponsorship helps maintain this 
important tradition.
In Loving Memory Dedications
Parishioners and friends may dedicate a space in the 
back of the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. These remembrances offer comfort and recognition 
within our faith community.
Beautifying Molino Park – A plan exists to beautify 
Molino Park. The area includes from around the  
Monsignor Molino statue up to Seybert Street. Trees 
of various types will be planted, including arborvitae, 
boxwood, hostas, juniper, a dwarf maple tree, mountain 
mints, Rehny Hydrangea, rose bushes and rose spireas. 
Would you consider a donation in memory of a loved 
one, or just because you love the park, to help defray the 
costs of the landscaping?  
All sponsorship opportunities are open to members and 
friends of the parish, and each act of giving is met with 
gratitude and acknowledgment in our parish bulletin. 
Please call the parish office for more information (570) 
454-8714.
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PASTOR’S   REFLEXIÓN
CORNER     DEL PASTOR

REV. RAFAEL O’FARRIL.
ASSISTANT PASTOR/ OUR LADY 
OF PEACE PARISHQuerida familia, hoy Cristo desea que nos conozcamos 

personalmente, donde desde la vida humana no logramos 
nada seguro ni seremos felices y por lo tanto nunca nos 
vamos a realizar. Ya que el hombre está expuesto a vivir 
de pensamientos inseguros, por mucho que razone, sino 
lo hace con la ayuda de Dios, está sujeto a equivocarse, 
porque la misma materia del cuerpo es corruptible, que 
asfixia el alma y entorpece el entendimiento.  
Por eso HOY, se nos propone un camino de radicalidad. 
¿Quieres ser discípulo del Señor? ¿Sabes cuál es su costo? 
¿Que necesitas para ser discípulo? ¿Necesitamos cosas 
materiales?  
Vayamos a responder un poco y auto ayudarnos: el evan-
gelio comienza presentando una muchedumbre que 
lo busca, porque quiere que Jesús les solucione la vida, 
haciéndoles milagros. Pero Jesús muestra el camino para 
solucionar, por medio de los que ha elegido para estar 
con Él. Los discípulos. Y lo primero es un seguirle PER-
MANENTEMENTE, no ocasionalmente ni por visitas 
únicas en la vida. Por eso para seguirle permanentemente 
y tener fuerza, valor, seguridad y claridad hay que tomar 
en cuenta lo siguiente:  
1) Ponerlo a Él, por encima de los demás, así sea mamá, 
papá, esposa, hijo etc. 
2) Entender que El, es el más importante y necesario en 
nuestra vida y que nuestra misma vida.  
3) Que hay que tomar la Cruz y seguirlo, que eso es estar 
dispuesto a morir cada día, desde nuestras comodidades, 
apetencias etc. Es morir con conciencia por su causa.  
Es por eso por lo que hoy, El propone dos reflexiones en 
forma de parábolas. Sobre dos aparentes necesidades que 
encontramos: la económica en la torre que se propone a 
construir el hombre. Y que, al quedar sin dinero, mejor 
seremos el hazme reír, de la gente. Pero la torre principal 
es la de nuestra vida. Que no seas tú, quien la construya, 
sino que sea Cristo quien te eleve. Y REPITO: que sea 
Cristo quien te eleve, arrebatándote del mundo, de tus 
dudas y temores, a como arrebato con poder al profeta 
ELÍAS.  
Y segunda situación la apariencia de fuerza y poder, 
como la imagen del rey que posee 10,000 soldados, y se 
cree poderoso, pero cuando encuentra a uno con 20,000 
y mejor armado, la solución no está en la fuerza, ni en la 
obstinación. Sino en saber dialogar con uno mismo, para 
enfrentar a nuestros adversarios internos, que nos deses-
tabilizan, robándonos la alegría y La Paz. Por lo tanto, 
te invito que le digas a Jesús que llene nuestras vidas y 
corazones, que a veces están llenos de ansiedades y que-
riendo declararse depresivos. Olvidando lo que el mismo 
Jesucristo le dijo a Pablo: TE BASTA MI GRACIA. 
ALBADO SEA JESUCRISTO EL SEÑOR.

Dear family, today Christ desires that we 
know each other personally, since in human 
life we cannot achieve anything certain or 
be happy, and therefore we will never be fulfilled. Since man 
is exposed to living with uncertain thoughts, no matter how 
much he reasons, if he does not do so with God’s help, he is 
prone to error, because the very matter of the body is corrupt-
ible, suffocating the soul and clouding the understanding.  
That is why TODAY, we are offered a path of radicalism. Do 
you want to be a disciple of the Lord? Do you know what 
the cost is? What do you need to be a disciple? Do we need 
material things? 
Let’s respond a little and help ourselves: the Gospel begins by 
presenting a crowd that seeks Him because they want Jesus 
to solve their problems by performing miracles. But Jesus 
shows the way to solve them through those He has chosen 
to be with Him. Disciplines. And the first thing is to follow 
him PERMANENTLY, not occasionally or through visits 
in life. Therefore, in order to follow him permanently and 
have strength, courage, security, and clarity, we must take the 
following into account:  
1) Put Him above everyone else, even mom, dad, spouse, 
children, etc. 
2) Understand that He is the most important and necessary 
thing in our lives and that He is our very life.
3) That we must take up the Cross and follow Him, which 
means being willing to die every day, giving up our comforts, 
desires, etc. It means dying consciously for His cause. 
That is why today, He offers two reflections in the form of 
parables. About two apparent needs that we encounter: the 
economic one in the tower that man proposes to build. And 
that, when we run out of money, we had better be the laugh-
ingstock of the people. But the main tower is that of our life. 
May it not be you who builds it, but Christ who lifts you up. 
And I REPEAT: may it be Christ who lifts you up, snatching 
you away from the world, from your doubts and fears, as I 
snatched away the prophet ELIAS with power. 
Secondly, the appearance of strength and power, like the im-
age of a king who has 10,000 soldiers and believes himself to 
be powerful, but when he encounters someone with 20,000 
soldiers who are better armed, the solution is not found in 
strength or obstinacy. Rather, it is found in knowing how to 
dialogue with oneself in order to face our internal adversaries, 
who destabilize us, robbing us of joy and peace. Therefore, I 
invite you to ask Jesus to fill our lives and hearts, which are 
sometimes full of anxieties and wanting to declare themselves 
depressed. Forgetting what Jesus Christ himself said to Paul: 
MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR YOU. 
PRAISE BE TO JESUS CHRIST THE LORD.
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PARISH OFFICE: The parish office provides services 
including pastoral care, liturgical planning, business, 
communications and administrative support and 
outreach support. The parish facilities are available 
to Ministries through reservation by contacting the 
church office at (570) 454-8714. 

BECOME PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
To join our esteemed church community, please visit 
our website at olpphazleton.org, navigate to the  
‘Newcomers’ section, and select ‘Register.’ Alternatively, 
you may obtain a registration form from the church 
office and submit the completed form either at the 
office or in our mailbox located on the 4th Street side 
of the building. Please be advised that even if you have 
received all your Sacraments at Our Lady of Peace Par-
ish, if you are over the age of 18 and wish to remain a 
parishioner, it is necessary to become a registered mem-
ber. If you have been away for any length of time and 
wish to return, the process is straightforward. You may 
either register online at olpphazleton.org or contact the 
rectory by phone at (570) 454-8714.

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOME-
BOUND: call the church office at (570) 454-8714. For 
those in danger of death and in need of Anointing of 
the Sick call (570) 861-8094.

FOOD PANTRY: Remember the less fortunate. 
Your donation for our food pantry helps those in need. 
Canned vegetables, fruit and meat, cereal, tuna, etc., 
are first distributed to parishioners in need; the extra  
is given to the families of Catholic Social Services. 
Place your donation in the baskets in the vestibule of 
the church.

CLEAN: It is important that we all do our part in 
keeping our church clean and tidy. Please make sure to 
dispose of any trash properly and refrain from leaving 
tissues or gum behind. By working together, we can 
ensure that our church remains a welcoming place for 
everyone to worship. 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS FROM AMBO Bulletin inserts must be 
submitted via email at least 12 days before the 
Sunday of the publication. If your Ministry wants to 
make an announcement at Mass, you must contact 
the parish office to get permission. –Mary Maher, 
Bulletin Editor, olphazleton@gmail.com

Many thanks for your generosity as we strive to meet 
our  expenses                                         Aug. 31, 2025 
Offertory                                                $5,121.00  
Dues                                                            697.00 
Loose                                                           667.00 
Church improvements                               226.00 
Utilities                                                          95.00 
Diocesan assessments                                  85.00 
Assumption                                                  56.00 
 MdMEnvelope                                          55.00 
Candles                                                         84.00 
Care & Education of Priests                       90.00 
Special Collection – Gaza                      1,025.00 
Total                                                       $8,201.00 

E’Giving for more information or to sign up 
for Online Giving, visit our website  www.olp-
hazleton.org And click on the “Give Online” 
link. You may also scan the QR code with your 
smart phone to be directed to our website.  
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by 

appointment on Sundays. Expectant parents must be regis-
tered, active members of Our Lady of Peace Parish for at least 
six months. If you are expecting a child within the next six 
months, please contact the parish office. 
El Sacramento de Bautismo Se celebrará el 1er. Y 3er 
Domingo de cada mes. Cursillos prebautismales los seguandos 
domingo de cada mes Contactar a: Eddy Galvez (570) 599 - 
0746 NOTA: Primero enviar mensaje. 
Childrens Closet - The Children’s Closet will be  
open on Wednesday from 12:45 until 1:30 P.M. If you have 
any questions, please call Linda at the rectory 570-454-8797. 
The VOICE of  JOHN Ministry will host a bus trip to 
the Pennsylvania March for Life in Harrisburg on Monday 
September 22nd.  We will be leaving from the upper lot of 
St John Bosco Church at 8:30 A.M., (immediately after 8:00 
a.m. Mass).  Return is at about 4 P.M.  Cost of the bus is 
only $20.  To reserve your seat, contact Maryann at 570-788-
JOHN (5646).   
El Ministerio VOICE of  JOHN organizará un viaje en 
autobús a la Marcha por la Vida de Pensilvania en Harrisburg 
el lunes   22 de septiembre.  Saldremos del lote superior de la 
Iglesia de San Juan Bosco a las 8:30 a.m. (inmediatamente 
después de la misa de las 8:00 a.m.).  El regreso es alrededor de 
las 4 p.m.  El costo del autobús es de solo $ 20.  Para reservar 
su asiento, comuníquese con Maryann al 570-788-JOHN 
(5646). 
Inicio de nuestra Catequesis: Domingo 14 de Septiembre 
2025 Basement del Templo del Templo de Nuestra Señora de 
la Gracia. 8:30 am 
Our Lady of Grace Church – Every Thursday after 12:05 
p.m. Mass – Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will be 
offered until 7:00 p.m. that evening. 
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Mass Intentions Most Precious Blood Church 
Saturday, September 6th Mem. of Blessed Virgin Mary 
4:00 pm  † Elizabeth “Betty” Russell by Jean & Terry Trovitch 
Sunday, September 7th 23rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 10:30 am † Mary Tranguch by Lunch Ladies 
Monday, September 8th The Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
8:00 am † Helen Carr by Michael & Colleen Beltrami 
Tuesday, September 9th St. Peter Claver 
8:00 am † Renato Molino by Sylvia McNeill 
Wednesday, September 10th 
8:00 am † Berdene (Salko) Ondishin by Frank &        
                                                        LeaAnn Dudinyak 
Saturday, September 13th St. John Chrysostom 
4:00 pm † Michael & Theresa Mussoline by Son, Michael 
Sunday, September 14th The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
10:30 am † Robert Letcher by Rose & Sherri Kokinda
 
Lector Schedule Most Precious Blood Sept. 2025 
Saturday 				              Sunday 	 
9/6 - Steve     			               9/7 - Julia 
9/13 - Sharon    			    9/14 - Jean 
9/20 - Donna    		               9/21 - Melissa 
9/27 - Carol    			     9/28 - John

The next Charismatic Mass and Healing Service 
at St. John Bosco Church, Conyngham will be Tues-
day, Sept. 16th at 7PM.  Fr. Christian Ekeh will 
preside, and Sue Shaw will begin her music ministry 
at 6:45PM. Any questions, please call Arlene at 570-
788-3643 or at rgstagg@frontier.com.

Mass Intentions Our Lady of Grace Church 9/11-9/14 
Thursday:     Angeline Fierro ~ The Family 
Friday:          Donald Timbo ~ The Family  
Saturday:     Lena Nicolardi ~ Tommy, Susan, & Family  
Sunday:        Salvadore Merola ~ The Family 
CANDLE ~ Donald Timbo ~ The Family   
 
Lector Schedule Our Lady of Grace September 2025 
Saturday 5:30 p.m.		  Sunday 8:00 a.m.  
9/6 - John Kulig               9/7 - Richard Barrett 
9/13 - Tony Fadule           9/14 - Rich Roman 
9/20 - Rich Roman           9/2 - Mary Kulig 
9/27 - Mary Kulig             9/28 - Richard Barrett

Masses are scheduled one month in advance. Please call the rectory of the church you would like 
your Mass said at the beginning of September for Masses in October.  
Most Precious Blood (570) 454-8714 or Our Lady of Grace (570) 454-8797. Thank you. 
Candles...................................For................................................................................. By 
Madonna de Monte .................... † Elizabeth “Betty” Russell ..................................................... Jean & Terry Trovitch	  
Madonna del Monte Candle ....... † Mary Tranguch .................................................................... Lunch Ladies 
Tabernacle .................................. † Mary Ator ........................................................................... Son, George 
Tabernacle..................................  † Kathryn Pahler............................................................Nephew, George
Sanctuary .............................. † Rocco Colangelo, Jr....................................................Carol Bard 
Sanctuary.............................. † Dominic A. Lagana, Jr. ..............................................by the Conlin Family 
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On Saturday, September 27th, the Diocese of Scran-
ton will be hosting our annual Diocesan Youth  Rally, 
located at Notre Dame Junior/Senior High School 
in East Stroudsburg, PA. This event is for students in 
grades 7 through 12. The Rally will be from 1:30-8pm, 
with check-in beginning at 12:30pm. The theme for 
this year’s Youth Rally is Anchored in Hope, taking its 
inspiration from Jeremiah 29:11-12 in Scripture. The 
day will consist of prayer, music, Adoration, keynote 
speakers, Mass, and community. To sign up, please 
reach out to your parish Youth Minister or Director of 
Religious Education. The deadline to sign up is Sep-
tember 12th. We hope to see you there! 
September is National Hunger Awareness Month, 
and our local St. Joseph Food Pantry is in need of 
donations. Throughout September, we will be collecting 
food items to help our neighbors in need. The most 
needed items include canned goods, cereal, peanut 
butter, and pasta. Please bring your donations to the 
parish during weekend masses or drop them off at the 
St. Joseph Food Pantry in Hazleton during the week. 
Your generosity will help ensure that no one in our 
community goes hungry. Thank you for your kindness 
and support. 
The Sodality Meeting is to be held on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 9,2025 at 6PM in the church hall. All ladies of 
the parish are welcome.

OLG Cemetery Clean Up There will be a meeting 
at OLG Cemetery on Monday, September 15th, 
10:00am for anyone who is willing to organize and 
assist with fall clean up and maintenance.For more 
information call Neil Oberto at 570-926-8167.
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