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OUR LADY OF PEACE PARISH	 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)

Saint Joseph Vocation Ministry News and Announcements

Vocations Update from the Diocese of Scranton 
The Diocese of Scranton is currently preparing eighteen 
seminarians for the priesthood. This remarkable number 
is a testament to the power of prayer and the grace of 
God, as the community’s prayers have proven effective in 
fostering vocations.
Encouragement for Continued Prayer 
Let us remain committed to praying fervently for ded-
icated priests who will serve at the altar. Additionally, 
we are called to pray for holy men and women who will 
devote their lives to prayer and service as consecrated 
brothers and sisters, strengthening the spiritual founda-
tion of our Church. 
St. Joseph Vocation Ministry will meet on Monday, 
April 6 in the rectory at 6:00 p.m. Topic of discussion 
will be Uplift Your Priest day and World Vocation Day.
St. Joseph Vocation Ministry will be hosting our 2nd 
annual Uplift Your Priest Day in the church hall on April 
26th following the 10:30 a.m. Mass. There will be games, 
free food and drinks, tricky trays for children and much 
more! Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend 
with their children. The event will run from 11:30 a.m. 
– 1:00 p.m. If possible, reservations are made by calling 
the rectory at (570) 454-8714 and speak to Carol with 
the number of adults and children who will be attend-
ing. Please mark your calendar and plan on attending to 
celebrate Father Generose! We look forward to hearing 
from you!
Get Involved  St. Joseph Vocation Ministry offers 
numerous ways for you to get involved and contribute to 
our mission: - Host St. Joseph in your home for a weekly 
visit - Pray the Rosary with the parish - Pray the Rosary 
at home. Attend our monthly meetings for prayer and 
inspiration to help grow vocations to the consecrated life.
St. Joseph April Rosary Schedule 
Holy Saturday April 4 at 8:00 p.m. No Rosary 
Easter Sunday April 5th 10:00 a.m. Leskoskys 
Sat. April 11 Mahers 
Sun. April 12 Gloria Clement 
Sat. April 25 Maureen Franzosa 
Sun. April 26 Molinos
St. Joseph Statue 
If you are interested in inviting the St. Joseph Statue 
into your home to pray for vocations a sign up sheet is 
available in the vestibule of the church on the 
Vocation Ministry table. Please sign up for the week 
you wish to welcome St. Joseph into your home.

 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish Supporting the life and ministries of our parish 
involves many ongoing costs. We invite parishioners 
and friends to consider sponsoring one of the follow-
ing needs:
Feast Day Flowers for the Altar Sponsoring flowers 
for special feast days is a beautiful way to enhance our 
worship space and honor significant celebrations in the 
Catholic calendar. These offerings remind us of the joy 
we share on days dedicated to Our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Dates for 2026 are:
May 14 - Ascension of the Lord 
June 7 - Corpus Christi 
July 16 - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Sept. 8 - Nativity of the B.V.M. 
Sept. 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
November 1, 2 - All Saints & All Souls 
Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception

Easter Flower Memorials for:
Donna George - Mark Dietrich
Rita Dietrich - Mark Dietrich

Bread & Wine for 2026. Since the inception of the 
Church, it has been traditional for congregants to 
contribute bread and wine for the celebration of Mass. 
Those interested in supporting this meaningful prac-
tice are encouraged to contact the parish office.  
Opportunities for donations are available from January 
to December. 

Bread & Wine for April  
IMO Patrick & Joseph P. Farace 

Sister, Cynthia Orlando

In Loving Memory Dedications 
Parishioners and friends may dedicate a space in the 
back of the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. These remembrances offer comfort and recogni-
tion within our faith community.

Contact the parish office at 570-454-8714 if you wish 
to support ongoing beautification efforts. Continued 
help is vital for Molino Park’s success.
St. Joseph Statue Schedule 
Apr. 11 – 18 Geri Scaran 
Apr. 18 – 25 Mahers 
Apr. 19 – May 2 Maureen Fransoza
Fatima Statue Schedule 
Apr. 12 – 18 Elena Timko 
Apr. 19 – 25 Marian Pollack 
Apr. 26 – May 2 Renee Chirico
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PARISH OFFICE: The parish office provides ser-
vices including pastoral care, liturgical planning, 
business, communications and administrative support 
and outreach support. The parish facilities are avail-
able to Ministries through reservation by contacting 
the church office at (570) 454-8714.  
BECOME PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
To join our esteemed church community, please visit 
our website at olpphazleton.org, navigate to the  
‘Newcomers’ section, and select ‘Register.’ Alterna-
tively, you may obtain a registration form from the 
church office and submit the completed form either 
at the office or in our mailbox located on the 4th 
Street side of the building. Please be advised that 
even if you have received all your Sacraments at Our 
Lady of Peace Parish, if you are over the age of 18 
and wish to remain a parishioner, it is necessary to 
become a registered member. If you have been away 
for any length of time and wish to return, the process 
is straightforward. You may either register online at 
olpphazleton.org or contact the rectory by phone at 
(570) 454-8714. 
COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOME-
BOUND: call the church office at (570) 454-8714. 
For those in danger of death and in need of Anointing 
of the Sick call (570) 861-8094. 
FOOD PANTRY: Remember the less fortunate. 
Your donation for our food pantry helps those in 
need. Canned vegetables, fruit and meat, cereal, tuna, 
etc., are first distributed to parishioners in need; the 
extra is given to the families of Catholic Social Ser-
vices. Place your donation in the baskets in the vesti-
bule of the church. 
CLEAN: It is important that we all do our part in 
keeping our church clean and tidy. Please make sure 
to dispose of any trash properly and refrain from leav-
ing tissues or gum behind. By working together, we 
can ensure that our church remains a welcoming place 
for everyone to worship.  
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS FROM AMBO Bulletin inserts must be 
submitted via email at least 12 days before the Sunday 
of the publication. If your Ministry wants to make an 
announcement at Mass, you must contact the parish 
office to get permission. –Mary Maher, Bulletin Edi-
tor, olphazleton@gmail.com  
E’GIVING for more information or to sign up for 
Online Giving, visit our website  www.olphazleton.

org And click on the “Give Online” 
link. You may also scan the QR code 
with your smart phone to be directed to 
our website.  
 

Many thanks for your generosity as we strive to 
meet our expenses                                           April 5, 2026 
Offertory                                                           $7,726.00 
Dues                                                                    3,181.00 
Loose                                                                  2,316.00 
Utilities                                                                  442.00 
Church improvements                                          140.00 
Diocesan Assessment                                             62.00 
Ash Wednesday                                                        5.00 
Palm Sunday                                                         500.00 
Easter                                                                  4,702.00 
Easter Flowers                                                       210.00 
Mother’s Day                                                        204.00 
Candles                                                                    86.00 
Rice Bowl                                                              266.00 
Holy Land – Good Friday                                1,111.00 
Catholic Home Missions                                     101.00 
Care & Education of Priests                               340.00 
Total                                                                $21,392.00
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by appoint-
ment on Sundays. Expectant parents must be regis-
tered, active members of Our Lady of Peace Parish for 
at least six months. If you are expecting a child within 
the next six months, please contact the parish office.
Holy Sacrament of Baptism 
We welcome into the faith, Jackson Ryan Grega. 
Son of Nicole and Gavin. 
May he remain faithful to his baptismal promises.
Flea Market at St. Gabriel Church, April 15 
through April 18 from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and 
Saturday April 19 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Kitch-
en Café is open on Friday, April 18 from 1:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. and Saturday April 19 from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. Lottery and gift card tricky trays.  Come 
and find treasure!!

Our Lady of Grace News and Announcements
El Sacramento de Bautismo Se celebrará el 1er. Y 3er. 
Domingo de cada mes. Cursillos prebautismales los 
seguandos domingo de cada mes Contactar a: Eddy Gal-
vez (570) 599 - 0746 NOTA: Primero enviar mensaje
CHILDRENS CLOSET ~ The Children’s Closet will 
be open on Wednesday. If you have any questions, please 
call Linda at the rectory 570-454-8797.
BREAKFAST CLUB  ~  Please join the parish break-
fast gathering which will be held on Monday April 13th 
at 8:30 A.M. at Perkin’s. No need to sign up. Following 
breakfast and prayer, open discussion about the faith will 
be held.  All parishioners and friends of the parish are 
welcome to attend.
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Mass Intentions Most Precious Blood Church
Saturday, April 11th Easter Saturday 
4:00 pm † Anthony & Maria Jessel by Grand-daughters, 
Diana & Florence Jessel
Sunday, 4/12 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
10:30 am † Joseph Shenosky by Family 
& Mary Pat Parrell Stroia by Family
Monday, April 13th St. Martin I 
8:00 am † Anthony Tomaselli by Mr. & Mrs. William 
Kilner
Tuesday, April 14th 
8:00 am † Mary Tranguch by Anthony & Carol Houser
Wednesday, April 15th 
8:00 am † Donna George by Mark Dietrich
Saturday, April 18th 
4:00 pm 40th Wedding Anniversary for Frank & 
Debbie Vito by Family
Sunday, April 19th 3rd Sunday of Easter 
10:30 am †  Joseph P. Farace by Wife, Elaine & Daughter, Pam  
and Theresa Kapes by Layton & Leskosky Families
 
The next Charismatic Mass and Healing Service at 
St. John Bosco, Conyngham will be Tuesday, April 21 
at 7PM. Fr. Christian Ekeh will preside, and Susan 
Shaw will present her music ministry at 6:45PM. 
Come join us. Any questions, please call Arlene at 
570-788-3643 or email at rgstagg@frontier.com.

Mass Intentions Our Lady of Grace Church 
Thursday, 4/16: Mauro Cabell~ Mary Fuller 
& John & Edith DeAngelo ~  Cathy Gasper
Friday,  4/17: George Joseph ~ Mr. & Mrs. James Correale                                            
&  Joseph DiSabella, Sr. ~ The Family
Saturday, 4/18: Benito Tranguch ~ Mr. & Mrs. Andrew 
Piskel 
& Nancy Tranguch ~ Rick Klinefelter
Sunday, 4/19: Joseph DiSabella, Sr. ~ William Molinaro 
& Maurice Molinaro ~ William Molinaro                                           
Lector Schedule Our Lady of Grace March 2026 
Apr. 11 Tom Kassock                 Apr. 12 Rick Barrett 
Apr. 18 Mary Kulig                     Apr. 19 Susan Generose 
Apr. 25 John Kulig                     Apr. 26 Carol Bard
Lector Schedule Most Precious Blood March 2026 
Saturday 	                       Sunday  
Saturday			   Sunday 
Apr. 11 Donna Durso		  Apr. 12 Julia Hinkle 
Apr. 18 Sharon LaRose	 Apr. 19 Jean DeFazio 
Apr. 25 Melissa Lomax	 Apr. 26 John Leskosky
CELEBRATE YOUR ITALIAN HERITAGE 
by becoming a member of the Hazleton Chapter of 
UNICO National. UNICO is an Italian-American 
service organization dedicated to helping those in 
need in the community. Come and be part of our 
annual Bell’Italia Festival!! For more information, 
contact Danny DeMelfi, Membership Chairman, at 
570-436-0624

Scheduling Mass Intentions. Masses are scheduled one month in advance. If you would like to have a Mass 
said for a loved one or a special intention in May, please contact call at the beginning of April. To schedule a 
Mass at Most Precious Blood, please call (570) 454-8714. For Masses at Our Lady of Grace, contact (570) 
454-8797. Thank you for your cooperation.  
We are able to honor two intentions at each Mass. This means that both your intention and another individual’s intention 
may be announced by Father at the beginning of the service and appear in the bulletin. 
MPB Candles..........................For.....................................................By:
Tabernacle Candle...................... Joseph Shenosky...................................Family
Madonna del Monte Candle....... Donna George....................................Mark Dietrich
Sanctuary Candle....................... † Anthony & Maria Jessel..................Grand-daughters, Diana & Florence Jessel
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PASTOR’S  CORNER  

REFLEXIÓN DEL PASTOR
REV. ANTHONY GENEROSE

PASTOR
Querida familia de Nuestra Señora de la Paz:
El segundo Domingo de Pascua, conocido como la Fi-
esta de la Divina Misericordia, no es solo una prolongación de la 
alegría pascual, sino una revelación profunda del corazón de Dios: 
un Dios que no se cansa de salir al encuentro del hombre herido, 
incrédulo y temeroso.
El Evangelio nos sitúa en un ambiente cargado de miedo: puertas 
cerradas, corazones paralizados, discípulos marcados por la culpa 
y la confusión. Y sin embargo, allí mismo, donde todo parece 
bloqueado, Jesús se hace presente y pronuncia una palabra que 
no condena, sino que reconstruye: “La paz esté con ustedes.” No 
es una paz superficial. Es la paz que nace del perdón. Por eso, 
inmediatamente muestra sus llagas. No las oculta. No las borra. 
Las convierte en fuente de misericordia. Las heridas del Crucifi-
cado son ahora el lenguaje con el que Dios habla al hombre: no 
para recordarle su pecado, sino para ofrecerle una nueva oportuni-
dad. Luego sopla sobre ellos y les confía una misión inmensa: “A 
quienes les perdonen los pecados, les quedan perdonados.” Aquí 
se revela el corazón de la Iglesia: una comunidad no perfecta, sino 
reconciliada y enviada a reconciliar. La misericordia no es una 
idea; es una experiencia que transforma y que se comunica. Pero 
aparece Tomás. No estaba. No vio. No creyó. Y su reacción no es 
distinta a la nuestra: quiere pruebas, quiere tocar, quiere asegurarse. 
En el fondo, no se fía fácilmente del amor cuando ha sido herido. 
Ocho días después, Jesús vuelve… solo por él. No lo rechaza por 
su duda. No lo humilla. Se acerca y le dice: “Trae tu mano… y no 
seas incrédulo, sino creyente.” Es un momento decisivo: Tomás 
toca las llagas… y en ellas descubre no solo la realidad de Cristo, 
sino la verdad de Dios. Y entonces brota la confesión más pro-
funda del Evangelio: “Señor mío y Dios mío.” La misericordia ha 
vencido la incredulidad. La primera lectura nos muestra el fruto 
de este encuentro: una comunidad perseverante, unida, generosa, 
centrada en la enseñanza, la comunión, la fracción del pan y la 
oración. Cuando la misericordia es acogida, la vida cambia. Se 
rompen los egoísmos, se comparte, se vive en alegría sencilla. No 
es idealismo; es el efecto real de haber sido tocados por la gracia. 
Y la segunda lectura nos recuerda que esta fe no elimina las 
pruebas, pero les da sentido: “Aunque ahora tengan que sufrir 
un poco, se alegran con un gozo indescriptible.” La fe pascual 
no es evasión… es una fuerza interior que sostiene en medio 
de la dificultad. Hermanos, hoy la pregunta no es si creemos en 
la misericordia… sino si nos dejamos alcanzar por ella. Porque 
podemos estar dentro, con las puertas cerradas… o como Tomás, 
resistiendo… y aun así, Cristo sigue viniendo. 
Él entra donde hay miedo.  
Se queda donde hay herida. 
Y ofrece paz donde hay culpa. 
Que en esta Pascua no nos quedemos en una fe de palabras, sino 
que, tocados por su misericordia, podamos vivir como testigos: 
con corazones reconciliados, manos abiertas y una fe que, aun sin 
ver, se atreve a creer. Señor mío y Dios mío… en Ti confío.
For a translation in English please visit our website, https://
www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner

REV. RAFAEL O’FARRIL
ASSISTANT PASTOR

The Code of Canon Law of 1983 recog-
nizes two types of parishes: territorial and 
personal.  Most parishes are territorial, 
meaning, if a person lives within the territo-

rial boundaries of a specific parish, he or she is under-
stood to be a parishioner of that parish.  Therefore, the 
parish in which one lives is understood to be his or her 
own “proper” parish.  
More recently, however, people “shop” for a parish or 
participate more frequently in a parish which is not his 
or her proper parish according to church law.  There are 
many reasons motivating folks to join a particular par-
ish other than the one prescribed by law. Is the request 
to be honored is the question.  Though the preference 
for territoriality remains solid on juridical and theo-
logical footings, there are also justifiable exceptions to 
norm of law.
Whether or not to honor such a request begins with 
the understanding that parishes are established to 
provide for the spiritual and temporal needs of the 
faithful.  And while the obligations to be fulfilled by 
the faithful are not specific to a particular parish, the 
“familiarity” of parish life also gives rise to an individ-
ual’s “identification” with a particular community of 
faith.  Clearly, the matter of the exchange of rights and 
obligations between the “parish priest” and the faith-
ful belonging to his or her “proper” parish comes into 
full view.  A parish priest is obliged to provide for the 
spiritual needs of the faithful entrusted to his care, and 
to visitors to a lesser degree according to the condition 
of the individual’s having a proper parish.  Therefore, 
if a parish priest receives an individual other than his 
parishioners defined by territoriality and expects the 
individual to contribute from his or her own time, 
talents and treasure for the life of the parish, a moral 
obligation for that person’s pastoral care is understood 
to become operative.
Great care must be taken then to discern the compet-
ing values which give rise to one’s desire to participate 
in the life of a parish other than his or her own proper 
parish.  That discernment would have to include the 
participation of an individual’s proper pastor in the 
discernment.  Such decisions do require more attention 
be given to the ability to provide pastoral care and the 
identification of the faithful with a local congregation 
which may be overlooked in immediate reception of a 
person or a family into a parish which is not their own. 
  Para obtener una traducción al español, visite nuestro 
sitio web, https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner
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To whom it may concern, On May 10, 2026, His Ex-
cellency Bishop Vincenzo Calvosa, along with Father 
Pasquale Gargione, Father Antonio Greco, Father An-
iello Panzariello and Father Walter Santomauro will 
be celebrating mass at 10:30 am, at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish at Most Precious Blood Church. We would 
like to invite parishioners from surrounding parishes 
to join us for Mass and a meet and greet in MPB’s 
Church Hall (after mass). Bishop Vincenzo Calvosa, 
along with the four visiting pastors, would like to meet 
people from the Campania, Basilicata and Calabria 
regions. The people of Hazleton and the surrounding 
areas have celebrated, devoted and provided pilgrimage 
to the Saints of Cilento: Madonna della Monte, San 
Mauro, San Aniello and San Nazario. Bishop Vincen-
zo Calvosa is originally from Trebisacce Providence of 
Cosenza Italy and is residing as the Bishop of Vallo 
Della Lucania in the Providence of Salerno and the 
towns there of. A significant portion of the population 
in the greater Hazleton Area has origins in the Cilen-
to region, as well as Trebissacce and its surrounding 
locales. 
Renee E. Chirico, Aniello Tambasco,  
Most Precious Blood, Madonna del Monte Solidity
Marian Catholic High School News 
Information Sessions: Saturday, April 11th, 12:00 – 1:00 
p.m. & Monday, May 11th, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Spring 
Open House: Sunday, May 3rd, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. Come 
see how to make a Marian education possible! 

Parish Meeting Invitation:  We extend an open 
invitation to a parish meeting to be held at Moran 
Funeral Home located on 13th Street on Wednesday, 
April 15, 2026, beginning at 6pm.  On that evening, 
we will “walk through” all the facts considered by the 
parish finance and pastoral councils the past several 
months which also have been shared in parish bulle-
tin announcements and on the parish website.  Please 
feel free to attend the meeting which will sum up the 
rationale for an extremely difficult recommendation we 
must give to Bishop Bambera regarding Our Lady of 
Grace Church.  
A Padre Pio Relic Event will be held in the Hazleton 
area on April 18–19, 2026, offering a weekend dedi-
cated to prayer, reflection, and veneration.
Event Highlights Include:
- Public veneration of rare relics of Saint Padre Pio 
- Masses in both English and Spanish  
- A featured presentation by Joe Santoro, National 
Center for Padre Pio  
- Devotional opportunities, including the ability to 
bring personal items to be touched to the relics  
Locations:
- Saturday (4/18): Transfiguration Church, West Hazleton  
- Sunday (4/19): Saint Gabriel’s Church, Hazleton

Madonna del Monte Mother’s Day Dinner Honoring Parishioners and Friends
Please join us at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 3, 2026, at the Four Blooms Restaurant in Drums, for a celebration 
dinner. Please make your reservations by April 20, 2026.  All women 80 years plus, who have not previously 
been honored, are kindly asked to submit their names no later than Sunday, April 20, 2025.
A family-style dinner will be served at $35.00 per person. Prepaid Reservations can be mailed to the rectory or 
placed in the collection basket with the filled-out form below. If you would like to pay with a card, please use the 
QR Code below. Please make your check out to: Our Lady of Peace Parish and note Mother’s Day Dinner on 
the memo line. For more information, please call Diane Wagner (570) 401-6411 or Jayne Ste-
fanovich (570) 401-0066.

Mother’s Day Reservation Form

Reservation for:_________________________________________________________________
_

Phone No.:_______________________________________________________________________

# Reservations ____ @ $35 pp = ____
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