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Saint Joseph Vocation Ministry News and Announcements

St. Joseph Vocation Ministry will meet on Monday, 
March 2 in the rectory at 6:00 p.m., weather permitting.
St. Joseph March Rosary Schedule 
Feb. 28 Maureen Franzosa      Mar. 1 Molinos 
Mar. 7 Terese Gentilesco        Mar. 8 Kilners 
Mar. 14 Loretta Sabo             Mar. 15 Gloria Clement 
Mar. 21 Sharon Turse    
Mar. 22 Mary Beth Peckenschneider 
Palm Sunday Vigil 
Mar. 28 – Mahers 
Palm Sunday 
Mar. 29 - Conlins
St. Joseph Statue 
If you are interested in inviting the St. Joseph Statue 
into your home to pray for vocations a sign up sheet is 
available in the vestibule of the church on the 
Vocation Ministry table. Please sign up for the week 
you wish to welcome St. Joseph into your home.
St. Joseph Statue Schedule 
Feb. 28 – Mar. 7 Geri Scaran 
Mar. 17 – 24 Leskoskys 
Mar. 14 – 21 Mahers 
Mar. 21 – 28 Wagners 
Mar. 28 – Apr. 4 Bards 

Fatima Statue Schedule 
Feb. 22 to Feb. 28 Steve & Nicole Composto  
Mar. 1 to Mar. 7 Virginia Ciotola 
Mar. 8 to Mar. 14 Sam & Maureen Franzosa 
Mar. 15 to Mar. 21 Joseph & lauren Delusio 
Mar. 22 to Mar. 28 Angie Vito 
Mar. 29 to Apr. 4 Donna Durso 
 
E’GIVING for more information or to sign up for 
Online Giving, visit our website  www.olphazleton.
org And click on the “Give Online” link. You may 
also scan the QR code with your smart phone to be 
directed to our website. 
The Light is on For You: Confessions will be heard 
on Mondays beginning Feb. 23 from 4-5:30 p.m. at 
Our Lady of Grace Church and Tuesdays, beginning 
Feb. 24 from 4-5:30 p.m. at Most Precious Blood 
Church.
If any family would like to adopt a Cinti (Candle House) 
for the Madonna del Monte Festival this August, or would 
like to walk with the Cinti, please call the parish office at 
(570) 454-8714. 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish Supporting the life and ministries of our parish 
involves many ongoing costs. We invite parishioners 
and friends to consider sponsoring one of the follow-
ing needs:
Feast Day Flowers for the Altar Sponsoring flowers 
for special feast days is a beautiful way to enhance our 
worship space and honor significant celebrations in 
the Catholic calendar. These offerings remind us of 
the joy we share on days dedicated to Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Dates for 2026 
are:
May 14 - Ascension of the Lord 
June 7 - Corpus Christi 
July 16 - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Sept. 8 - Nativity of the B.V.M. 
Sept. 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
November 1, 2 - All Saints & All Souls 
Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception

Bread & Wine for 2026. Since the inception of the 
Church, it has been traditional for congregants to 
contribute bread and wine for the celebration of Mass. 
Those interested in supporting this meaningful prac-
tice are encouraged to contact the parish office.  
Opportunities for donations are available from Janu-
ary to December. Bread and wine offering for March 
2026 is still available. 
In Loving Memory Dedications 
Parishioners and friends may dedicate a space in the 
back of the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. These remembrances offer comfort and recogni-
tion within our faith community.
Postage for Bulletin Mailings 
Each month, donations help cover the cost of mailing 
the parish bulletin to shut-ins and those residing in 
senior care homes. Sponsors are gratefully acknowedged 
for their generosity.
Contact the parish office at 570-454-8714 if you 
wish to support ongoing beautification efforts. Con-
tinued help is vital for Molino Park’s success.
Volunteer Opportunities Available Looking for 
a meaningful way to give back, even with a limit-
ed schedule? Catholic Social Services has volunteer 
opportunities that require as little as a couple of hours 
a month. For more information, please call 570-455-
1521.
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REV. ANTHONY GENEROSE                                                                                                              
PASTOR 

REV. RAFAEL O’FARRIL                                                                          
ASSISTANT PASTOR
Querida familia de Nuestra Señora de la Paz; 
En este Segundo Domingo de Cuaresma, la Pa-
labra de Dios nos presenta una verdad fundamental: Dios 
llama, Dios transforma y Dios revela. 
La primera lectura nos muestra el momento en que Dios 
le dice a Abraham: “Sal de tu tierra, de tu patria y de la casa 
de tu padre, hacia la tierra que te mostraré” (Gn 12,1). Este 
llamado no es sólo geográfico, es existencial. Dios no solo 
le pide cambiar de lugar, le pide cambiar de vida. Le pide 
dejar seguridades, dejar el pasado, dejar aquello que le daba 
identidad, para aprender a vivir desde la confianza. 
Y esta es también la esencia de la Cuaresma: Dios nos 
llama a salir. Salir de nuestras comodidades, de nuestras 
resistencias, de nuestros pecados, de nuestras excusas, y 
caminar hacia la vida nueva que Él quiere regalarnos. 
San Pablo, en la segunda carta a Timoteo, nos recuerda 
que este llamado no depende de nuestros méritos, sino de 
la gracia de Dios, que nos ha sido dada en Cristo Jesús. Es 
Dios quien toma la iniciativa. Es Dios quien nos llama. Es 
Dios quien nos ofrece una vida nueva. Pero nosotros debe-
mos responder. 
El Evangelio nos presenta la Transfiguración del Señor. 
Jesús sube al monte con Pedro, Santiago y Juan, y allí se 
transfigura delante de ellos. Su rostro brilla, sus vestiduras 
se vuelven resplandecientes, y los discípulos contemplan por 
un instante su verdadera identidad. 
¿Por qué ocurre esto en medio del camino hacia la cruz? 
Porque Dios sabe que el ser humano necesita experimentar 
la luz, para poder atravesar la oscuridad. 
La Transfiguración no elimina la cruz, pero la ilumina. No 
quita el sufrimiento, pero le da sentido. No evita el camino 
difícil, pero revela que ese camino conduce a la gloria. 
Muchas veces nosotros también vivimos momentos de 
oscuridad, de confusión, de pruebas, de decepciones. Y 
podemos preguntarnos: ¿Dónde está Dios? 
La respuesta del Evangelio es clara: Dios sigue allí, aunque 
no lo veamos como quisiéramos. Porque la fe no consiste en 
ver siempre la luz, sino en confiar incluso cuando camina-
mos en la sombra. 
La voz del Padre dice: “Este es mi Hijo amado, escúchenlo.” 
Este es el corazón de la Cuaresma: volver a escuchar a Cristo. 
Escucharlo por encima de nuestras emociones. 
Escucharlo por encima de nuestras heridas. 
Escucharlo por encima de nuestras resistencias. 
Porque solo cuando escuchamos a Cristo, nuestra vida 
comienza a transformarse. 
Abraham escuchó y su vida cambió. 
Los discípulos escucharon y comprendieron quién era Jesús. 
Y nosotros, sí escuchamos de verdad, también seremos 
transformados.For a translation in English please visit our 
website, https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner

Over the last several weeks, we have looked 
at financial and parish life trends, which 
are two of the priority drivers taken into consideration 
when determining the future of Our Lady of Grace 
Church. This week we will look at facility costs.
Just like the homes we live in, our church “homes” cost 
money to operate. In fact, our parish spends around 
$1300 each week just to keep the doors of Our Lady of 
Grace facilities open. This breakdown gives an idea of 
our expenses last year.

Occupancy Costs - Our Lady of Grace
Description                                                                Expense
Contracted Janitorial Services                   $7,237.76  
Other Contracted Services                        $6,024.57  
Electricity                                                  $8,000.45  
Heating                                                   $10,839.42  
Water/Sewer                                             $3,912.88  
Maintenance Supplies                               $6,248.93 
General Repairs                                           $360.00 
Self-Insurance                                         $26,016.00 
TOTAL                                                                $68,640.01 

The church building of Our Lady of Grace also has 
significant repair costs. Those who have been parish-
ioners for many years will agree that this is not a new 
problem, but it is a problem that is ours to deal with 
now, with Bishop’s request for a recommendation about 
the future of the church.
Last year, Quandel Energy Solutions was contracted 
to provide an objective, outside expert Facility Needs 
Assessment, which estimates $3,620,200 in repairs to 
the church building over the next 10 years. The imme-
diate need – over the next 3 years – is $2,486,700. This 
independent study details repairing the coping stones, 
parapet walls and finials, upgrading flashing, replacing 
caulking and repointing where necessary, and replacing 
the cupola, among other repairs. 
As we look to the future with hope, we must deter-
mine our best chance as a healthy, vibrant community, 
spreading the Gospel, calling forth vocations and car-
ing for those in need. I ask for your continued prayers 
as we discern God’s will considering the challenges we 
face. May His will be done. 
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PARISH OFFICE: The parish office provides ser-
vices including pastoral care, liturgical planning, 
business, communications and administrative support 
and outreach support. The parish facilities are avail-
able to Ministries through reservation by contacting 
the church office at (570) 454-8714. 

BECOME PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
To join our esteemed church community, please visit 
our website at olpphazleton.org, navigate to the  
‘Newcomers’ section, and select ‘Register.’ Alterna-
tively, you may obtain a registration form from the 
church office and submit the completed form either 
at the office or in our mailbox located on the 4th 
Street side of the building. Please be advised that 
even if you have received all your Sacraments at Our 
Lady of Peace Parish, if you are over the age of 18 
and wish to remain a parishioner, it is necessary to 
become a registered member. If you have been away 
for any length of time and wish to return, the process 
is straightforward. You may either register online at 
olpphazleton.org or contact the rectory by phone at 
(570) 454-8714.

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOME-
BOUND: call the church office at (570) 454-8714. 
For those in danger of death and in need of Anointing 
of the Sick call (570) 861-8094.

FOOD PANTRY: Remember the less fortunate. 
Your donation for our food pantry helps those in 
need. Canned vegetables, fruit and meat, cereal, tuna, 
etc., are first distributed to parishioners in need; the 
extra is given to the families of Catholic Social Ser-
vices. Place your donation in the baskets in the vesti-
bule of the church.

CLEAN: It is important that we all do our part in 
keeping our church clean and tidy. Please make sure 
to dispose of any trash properly and refrain from leav-
ing tissues or gum behind. By working together, we 
can ensure that our church remains a welcoming place 
for everyone to worship. 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS FROM AMBO Bulletin inserts must be 
submitted via email at least 12 days before the Sunday 
of the publication. If your Ministry wants to make an 
announcement at Mass, you must contact the parish 
office to get permission. –Mary Maher, Bulletin Edi-
tor, olphazleton@gmail.com  

Many thanks for your generosity as we strive to 
meet our expenses                                      Feb. 22, 2026 
Offertory                                                        $3,916.00 
Dues                                                                    616.00 
Loose                                                                   827.00 
Church improvements                                       376.00 
Utilities                                                                 40.00 
Fuel                                                                       60.00 
Ash Wednesday                                                 315.00 
Easter                                                                     15.00 
Candles                                                               234.00 
Latin America                                                    386.00  
Eastern Europe                                                  356.00 
Rice Bowl                                                            337.00 
Total                                                                $7,478.00 
If you would like a copy of your OLP Parish contri-
bution statement for tax purposes, please contact the 
parish office at (570) 454-8714
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by appoint-
ment on Sundays. Expectant parents must be regis-
tered, active members of Our Lady of Peace Parish for 
at least six months. If you are expecting a child within 
the next six months, please contact the parish office. 

Our Lady of Grace News and Announcements
El Sacramento de Bautismo Se celebrará el 1er. Y 3er. 
Domingo de cada mes. Cursillos prebautismales los 
seguandos domingo de cada mes Contactar a: Eddy Gal-
vez (570) 599 - 0746 NOTA: Primero enviar mensaje
2025 Contribution Statements ~ Will be available 
beginning February 2, 2026 by calling Linda at Our Lady 
of Grace parish office 570-454-8797 from 8 AM until 12 
NOON daily.
Childrens Closet ~ The Children’s Closet will be 
OPEN on Wednesday.  Please Note, if schools are 
on a Delay or Closed, the Children’s Closet will be 
closed also. If you have any questions, please call 
Linda at the rectory 570-454-8797.
BREAKFAST CLUB ~ Please join the parish 
breakfast gathering which will be held on Monday 
March 2nd at 8:30 AM at Perkins. No need to sign 
up, just come to the meeting. Following breakfast 
and prayer, open discussion about the faith will be 
held. All parishioners and friends of the parish are 
welcome to attend.
The Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday 
during Lent at Our Lady of Grace Church at 5:00 
p.m. followed by the Mass. 
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Mass Intentions Most Precious Blood Church
Saturday, February 28th Lenten Weekday 
4:00 pm † Peter & Felicia Trentacoste by Daniel DeMelfi  
&nAnna Paisley by Ross Graham
Sunday, March 1st 2nd Sunday of Lent 
10:30 am † Rosemarie Garramone by Charles & Sharon Pedri
Monday, March 2nd Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am H&B Cynthia Ferraz by Mary Maher
Tuesday, March 3rd St. Katharine Drexel 
8:00 am † Marion Gentle by Pat Petchel
Wednesday, March 4th St. Casimir 
8:00 am † Salvadore Lombardo by Michael & Colleen Beltrami
Saturday, March 7th Ss. Perpetua & Felicity 
4:00 pm † Michael A. Mussoline by Son, Michael
Sunday, March 8th 3rd Sunday of Lent 
10:30 am † Harold Hartzel by Mr. & Mrs. Sam Franzosa 
& Greg Persico by Linda DeCosmo

Mass Intentions Our Lady of Grace Church 2/26-3/1 
Thursday, 3/5:    Mauro Cabell ~ Pat & Jack Tomsho
Friday, 3/6 (Stations & Mass are at 5 PM): 
Richard Roman ~Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Piskel 
Saturday, 3/7: Benito Tranguch ~ Mary Catherine 
Longazel and Nicholas 
& Nancy Tranguch ~ Gavio Family     
Sunday, 3/8  Robert A. Generose Sr. ~ Tony & Jeannie Fadule
Lector Schedule Our Lady of Grace March 2026 
Feb. 28 Mary Kulig         March 1 Rick Barrett 
Mar. 7 Tom Kassock       Mar. 8 Susan Generose 
Mar. 14 Tony Fadule       Mar. 15 John Kulig 
Mar. 21 Tom Kassock     Mar. 22 Mary Kulig 
Palm Sunday Vigil Mar. 28 Susan Generose and Tony Fadule 
Palm Sunday Mar. 29 – Richard Barrett and John Kulig
Lector Schedule Most Precious Blood March 2026 
Saturday 	                       Sunday  
Feb. 28 Steve Kichka             Mar. 1 John Leskosky 
Mar. 7 Rosina Generose     Mar. 8 Melissa Lomax 
Mar. 14 Sharon LaRose     Mar. 15 Alison Conlin 
Mar. 21 Donna Durso        Mar. 22 Julia Hinkle 
Palm Sunday Vigil 3/28 Sharon LaRose and Donna Durso 
Palm Sunday Mar. 29 Jean DeFazio and Alison Conlin

Saint Carlo Acutis Exhibit Weekend March 6, 7 and 8 
Exhibit will be open all three days and the First Class Relic 
will be available during the presentations and above services. 
Exhibit open to the public in MPB Church Hall 
Friday: 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 10 a.m.. until 3:45 p.m. 
Sunday: 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
Liturgical Schedule In MPB Church 
Friday: Mass 5:00 p.m with Exposition 6:00 p.m.to 7:30 p.m.  
Confession 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Adult and HS Presentation about Saint Carlo by Jeff Daley  
Director of Religious Education at St Isadora 7:30-8:00 p.m. 
Saturday: Mass 9:00 a.m.  
Novena and Rosary 9:30 a.m. 
Adoration 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  
Confession 2:15 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Mass 4:00 PM and Adoration 5:00 p.m. to 6:00  p.m.  
ending with Benediction at 6:00 p.m.  
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. Kids Presentation and 
exhibit visit following presentation if time allows. 
“When we face the sun, we get a tan, but when we stand before 
Jesus in the Eucharist we become saints.” St. Carlo Acutis 
Carlo’s devotion to the Eucharist and these 
 attributed miracles led to his beatification in Oc-
tober 2020.  Pope Francis officially approved this 
second miracle and approved his canonization as 
the first millennial saint. Pope Francis proclaimed 
“His witness show’s today’s young people that true happiness 
is found by putting God first and serving Him in our broth-
ers, especially the least.” 
The body of St. Carlo Acutis is not considered incorrupt in 
the traditional sense, though it is remarkably preserved. Since 
his body had started to decompose, a wax layer was applied 
to his face and hands to resemble how he looked before 
burial. He is displayed in jeans and a pair of Nikes, the casual 
clothes he preferred in life. 
Carlo was canonized alongside Pier Giorgio Frassati by 
Pope Leo XIV on September 7, 2025. They are the first new 
saints declared under his pontificate. 
Carlo is not the youngest saint to be canonized. That honor 
belongs to Jacinta Marto and Francisco Marto, Portuguese 
siblings who witnessed the apparitions of Our Lady of 
Fatima in 1917. They died at ages 9 and 10, respectively. They 
were canonized by Pope Francis on May 13, 2017, the 100th 
anniversary of the first apparition of Our Lady of Fatima.  
The feast day of Saint Carlo Acutis is October 12th.

Scheduling Mass Intentions. Masses are scheduled one month in advance. If you would like to have a Mass said for a loved one or 
a special intention in April, please contact call at the beginning of March. To schedule a Mass at Most Precious Blood, please call 
(570) 454-8714. For Masses at Our Lady of Grace, contact (570) 454-8797. Thank you for your cooperation.  
Our Lady of Grace Candles.....For...........................................................By
Sanctuary................................... † Sue Ann Cervasio.........................................Volunteers of the Children’s Closet 
MPB Candles..........................For..............................................................By:
Madonna Del Monte Candle...... Rosemarie Garramone......................................Sharon & Charles Pedri
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Deadline for Potato cakes/Clam Chowder/Unbaked Pizza: MARCH 9
Pickup March 13 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Potato Cakes                            Qty: ____ @    $1.00 each            = _______
Red Clam Chowder                 Qty: ____ @  $15.00/quart          = _______
Unbaked Pizza (9x13)	              Qty: ____ @ $12.00/pie              = _______
						      Total:		          $_______
Deadline for Potato cakes/Potato Soup/Unbaked Pizza : MARCH 15
Pickup March 20 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Potato Cakes                            Qty: ____ @   $1.00 each             = _______
Potato Soup		                Qty: ____ @ $12.00/quart           = _______
Halushki                                   Qty: ____ @  $10.00/quart           = _______
Unbaked Pizza (9x13)	              Qty: ____ @ $12.00/pie              = _______
						      Total:		         $ _______ 
Deadline for Easter: MARCH 15
Pickup March 27 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.. and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Manicotti                                 Qty: ____ @ $15.00/dozen          = _______
Cavatelli                                   Qty: ____ @ $   5.00/lb. 	        = _______
Sauce                                        Qty: ____ @ $  10.00/quart         = _______
Meatballs                                 Qty: ____ @ $ 15.00/dozen         = _______
Crystals                                    Qty: ____ @ $ 14.00/box	        = _______
Italian Cheese Cookies            Qty: ____ @ $ 10.00/dozen	        = _______
						      Total:		          $_______

OLP Parish Lenten/Easter Food Order Form 
Name:________________________________________
Phone #_______________________________________ 

Fill out this slip & place with money(check) into the collection basket or mail to the church rectory.Checks 
payable to Our Lady of Peace Parish. If you would like to order online or pay by card, please use the use the 

unique QR Codes to the right of each date.

Catholic Social Services, in conjunction with the Hazleton Art League, will be holding a Sip and Paint 
Fundraiser on Friday, March 13, 2026, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the Hazleton Art League 31 W Broad S., 
Hazleton, Pa.  The cost will be $50.00 which includes the materials and light refreshments.  It will be a BYOB.  
Reservations will close on Friday, March 6, 2026.  To purchase your tickets, visit Diocese of Scranton Website 
or by calling 570-455-1521.  Sponsorship opportunities are also available.  This event will help support the St. 
Joseph’s Food Pantry, Divine Providence Shelter and our Bridge to Independence program.

Rectory, Set, Cook!
Beginning February 17, 2026, the Diocese of Scranton will be sponsoring “Rectory, Set, Cook,” contest between 
the parishes in the diocese. Our own, Fr. Shawn Simchock, is representing Our Lady of Peach Parish. 
He’s making our Famous Italian manicotti. To vote for our parish: Go to the Diocese of Scranton website. 
Click on “Rectory, Set, Cook.” Scroll down. Click on “Our Lady of Peace Parish.”
 Look for Fr. Generose, Fr. Simchock, and a “Special guest.” 
Then vote. Every $10.00 you pledge = one vote. 
Three votes or $30.00 goes into a drawing for a weekly gift basket, beginning Friday, February 27 and every 
Friday until Friday, March 27. 
A grand prize winner will be drawn Easter week for anyone donating $100.00 or more. Please vote and help us 
raise funds to help our parish. (Proceeds benefit Our Lady of Peace Parish and Catholic Social Services.)
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https://www.pamonument.com
https://providers.sharecare.com/doctor/dr-gerald-e-williams-2
https://www.robinmyevakcpa.com
https://www.kitchengalleryanddesign.com
https://bonomoscarpetandfloorcovering.com
https://www.ppcscranton.org
https://www.fierrofuneralservices.com
https://www.moranfuneralhome.com
https://www.citpublish.com
https://www.altapizzeriapastahouse.com
https://www.haydenpower.com
https://www.facebook.com/moderntherapeutics/
https://www.griguolichiroandrehab.com
https://www.superiorrecruitingagency.com/
https://www.thevoiceofjohn2.org
https://stephaniesgreensnthings.com
https://www.angeliqueboutique.net
https://www.kubishin-ator.com
https://www.demelfischoolofmusic.com
https://thelaurelmall.com
https://achchazleton.com
https://www.laurels-seniorliving.com
https://www.facebook.com/TaronesMarket/
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