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Saint Joseph Vocation Ministry News and Announcements

St. Joseph Vocation Ministry Please join us in the 
church hall after the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, Feb. 
22, to celebrate World Marriage Day. This day is set 
aside to not only celebrate married and newly married 
couples, but also to remember those spouses that have 
passed away honoring their vows they made at the 
Altar, forever in our hearts and minds. Refreshments 
will be served after the Mass in the church hall.
Weekend Masses February Rosary Schedule 
Feb. 21 Terese Gentilesco         Feb. 22 Compostos 
Feb. 28 Maureen Franzosa       Mar. 1 Molinos
St. Joseph Statue 
If you are interested in inviting the St. Joseph Statue 
into your home to pray for vocations a sign up sheet is 
available in the vestibule of the church on the 
Vocation Ministry table. Please sign up for the week 
you wish to welcome St. Joseph into your home.
St. Joseph Statue Schedule 
Feb. 21 – 28 Veronica Dagostin 
Feb. 28 – Mar. 7 – Geri Scaran
Fatima Statue Schedule 
Feb. 22 to Feb. 28 Steve & Nicole Composto  
Mar. 1 to Mar. 7 Virginia Ciotola 
Mar. 8 to Mar. 14 Sam & Maureen Franzosa 
Mar. 15 to Mar. 21 Joseph & lauren Delusio 
Mar. 22 to Mar. 28 Angie Vito 
Mar. 29 to Apr. 4 Donna Durso 
 
E’GIVING for more information or to sign up for 

Online Giving, visit our website  www.
olphazleton.org And click on the “Give 
Online” link. You may also scan the QR 
code with your smart phone to be direct-
ed to our website. 

The Light is on For You: Confessions will be heard 
on Mondays beginning Feb. 23 from 4-5:30 p.m. at 
Our Lady of Grace Church and Tuesdays, beginning 
Feb. 24 from 4-5:30 p.m. at Most Precious Blood 
Church.
Lector Schedule Our Lady of Grace Feb. 2026 
Feb. 21 TBA                   Feb. 22 Susan Generose 
Feb. 28 Mary Kulig         March 1 Rick Barrett 
Lector Schedule Most Precious Blood Feb. 2026 
Saturday 	                       Sunday  
Feb. 21 Donna Durso           Feb. 22 Jean Defazio 
Feb. 28 Steve Kichka             Mar. 1 John Leskosky
 
 

Sponsorship Opportunities at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish Supporting the life and ministries of our parish 
involves many ongoing costs. We invite parishioners 
and friends to consider sponsoring one of the follow-
ing needs:
Feast Day Flowers for the Altar Sponsoring flowers 
for special feast days is a beautiful way to enhance our 
worship space and honor significant celebrations in 
the Catholic calendar. These offerings remind us of 
the joy we share on days dedicated to Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, and the Blessed Virgin Mary. Dates for 2026 
are:
May 14 - Ascension of the Lord 
June 7 - Corpus Christi 
July 16 - Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Sept. 8 - Nativity of the B.V.M. 
Sept. 14 - Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
November 1, 2 - All Saints & All Souls 
Dec. 8 - Immaculate Conception

Bread & Wine for 2026. Since the inception of the 
Church, it has been traditional for congregants to 
contribute bread and wine for the celebration of Mass. 
Those interested in supporting this meaningful prac-
tice are encouraged to contact the parish office.  
Opportunities for donations are available from Janu-
ary to December.

Bread & Wine Offering February 2026 
Cosmo Tomaselli by Wife, Theresa.

In Loving Memory Dedications 
Parishioners and friends may dedicate a space in the 
back of the bulletin in memory or in honor of a loved 
one. These remembrances offer comfort and recogni-
tion within our faith community.

Contact the parish office at 570-454-8714 if you 
wish to support ongoing beautification efforts. Con-
tinued help is vital for Molino Park’s success.

If any family would like to adopt a Cinti (Candle House) 
for the Madonna del Monte Festival this August, or would 
like to walk with the Cinti, please call the parish office at 
(570) 454-8714.

Volunteer Opportunities Available Looking for 
a meaningful way to give back, even with a limit-
ed schedule? Catholic Social Services has volunteer 
opportunities that require as little as a couple of hours 
a month. For more information, please call 570-455-
1521.
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REV. ANTHONY GENEROSE                                                                                                              
PASTOR 

REV. RAFAEL O’FARRIL                                                                          
ASSISTANT PASTOR
QUERIDA FAMILIA DE NUESTRA 
SEÑORA DE LA PAZ:
El pasado 18 de febrero, con la imposición de la 
ceniza, iniciamos este tiempo fuerte de revisión interior y de 
cambios reales en nuestra vida, incluso cambios de conduc-
ta. No es un tiempo decorativo ni simbólico. Es un tiempo 
decisivo. Hoy, ya en este Primer Domingo de Cuaresma, 
la Palabra de Dios nos revela con claridad lo que está en 
juego: nuestra identidad, nuestra libertad y nuestro destino. 
El libro del Génesis nos presenta el origen de todo: Dios 
forma al hombre con ternura, sopla en él su propio aliento y 
lo coloca en un jardín, es decir, en un espacio de comunión, 
dignidad y vida. Pero también aparece la serpiente, que no 
representa simplemente el mal externo, sino la voz interior 
que siembra sospecha sobre Dios. La tentación comienza 
cuando el ser humano deja de confiar y empieza a creer que 
Dios le está quitando algo. El pecado no es solo desobede-
cer una norma; es romper una relación. Es querer construir 
la vida al margen de Dios, y el resultado siempre será la 
pérdida de la paz, de la claridad y de la armonía interior. 
San Pablo, en la carta a los Romanos, nos ayuda a compren-
der que esta herida no es solo un hecho del pasado, sino 
una realidad que toca cada corazón humano. Pero también 
anuncia la gran esperanza: así como el pecado entró por 
uno, la gracia y la vida nueva llegan por uno solo, Jesucristo. 
Donde abundó el pecado, sobreabundó la gracia. Es decir, 
Dios no abandona al ser humano en su caída; sale a buscar-
lo, lo levanta y le ofrece un camino nuevo. El Evangelio nos 
presenta a Jesús en el desierto, enfrentando la tentación. Él 
no dialoga con la mentira, no negocia con el mal, no busca 
soluciones fáciles. Permanece fiel. Y ahí está la clave de la 
Cuaresma: no se trata solo de dejar cosas externas, sino 
de aprender a permanecer fieles a Dios en las decisiones 
concretas de cada día. Las tentaciones de Jesús son también 
las nuestras: buscar el placer sin límite, el poder sin verdad 
y el éxito sin Dios. Pero Jesús nos muestra que el ser huma-
no solo encuentra su plenitud cuando confía plenamente 
en el Padre. Querida familia, la Cuaresma es un combate 
espiritual. Es el tiempo de recuperar el orden interior, de 
volver a Dios con sinceridad, de revisar actitudes, decisiones 
y caminos. No tengamos miedo de reconocer lo que debe 
cambiar. Dios no nos humilla; Dios nos restaura.
Este es el tiempo de volver al corazón, de fortalecer la 
oración, de practicar el ayuno que libera y la caridad que 
transforma. Si caminamos con sinceridad estos cuarenta 
días, no llegaremos a la Pascua siendo los mismos, sino 
siendo hombres y mujeres renovados, más libres y más con-
scientes de quién es Dios y quiénes somos nosotros. 
For a translation in English please visit our website, 
https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner

Parish Life is one of the aspects we consider 
when reviewing all the information that will 
help us to determine the future of Our Lady of Grace 
Church, along with finances, facilities, and priest availability. 
For this reason, I want to give you a little more detail about 
how the changing complexion of our city is reflected in 
our parish, using the statistics which were shared several 
weekends ago.

Over the last 5 years, the sacramental life at Queen of 
Heaven has been growing, with a total of 241 Baptisms, 93 
First Communions, and 71 Confirmations. This has been a 
great blessing to our community! Upon closer examination, 
I discovered that 84% of these sacraments took place in our 
Hispanic community. In fact, last year only 8 sacraments 
were conferred in the English-speaking community: 1 
Baptism, 4 First Communions, and 3 Confirmations. Sadly, 
the same is not true for funerals. Of the 37 funerals last 
year, only one was for a member of the Hispanic commu-
nity. You can see how this reality mirrors the demographic 
changes in Hazleton.

The Hispanic community continues to grow in both size 
and vibrancy - so much so that they have outgrown the 
space at Our Lady of Grace and are seeking a new par-
ish home that will better accommodate their needs. The 
linkage with Saints Cyril & Methodius may provide new 
opportunities for all of us, sharing not only a pastor but also 
welcoming one another into our churches and our homes.

As disciples of Christ, we are called to be good stewards of 
the many blessings God has provided, and to use all God 
bestows upon us to build up his Kingdom in our little sec-
tion of the world. The future of Our Lady of Peace Parish is 
still unfolding. What do we need to accomplish the mis-
sion? How can we best use the resources at our disposal? 

Over the next several weeks, I will continue to share infor-
mation that will help us determine the future of Our Lady 
of Grace Church. I ask for your continued prayers as we 
discern the best way forward, together. May this Lenten 
season increase our attentiveness to the Holy Spirit’s voice 
and may we be docile to God’s direction.
 
Para obtener una traducción al español, visite nuestro sitio 
web, https://www.olpphazleton.org/PastorsCorner
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PARISH OFFICE: The parish office provides ser-
vices including pastoral care, liturgical planning, 
business, communications and administrative support 
and outreach support. The parish facilities are avail-
able to Ministries through reservation by contacting 
the church office at (570) 454-8714. 

BECOME PART OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
To join our esteemed church community, please visit 
our website at olpphazleton.org, navigate to the  
‘Newcomers’ section, and select ‘Register.’ Alterna-
tively, you may obtain a registration form from the 
church office and submit the completed form either 
at the office or in our mailbox located on the 4th 
Street side of the building. Please be advised that 
even if you have received all your Sacraments at Our 
Lady of Peace Parish, if you are over the age of 18 
and wish to remain a parishioner, it is necessary to 
become a registered member. If you have been away 
for any length of time and wish to return, the process 
is straightforward. You may either register online at 
olpphazleton.org or contact the rectory by phone at 
(570) 454-8714.

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK AND HOME-
BOUND: call the church office at (570) 454-8714. 
For those in danger of death and in need of Anointing 
of the Sick call (570) 861-8094.

FOOD PANTRY: Remember the less fortunate. 
Your donation for our food pantry helps those in 
need. Canned vegetables, fruit and meat, cereal, tuna, 
etc., are first distributed to parishioners in need; the 
extra is given to the families of Catholic Social Ser-
vices. Place your donation in the baskets in the vesti-
bule of the church.

CLEAN: It is important that we all do our part in 
keeping our church clean and tidy. Please make sure 
to dispose of any trash properly and refrain from leav-
ing tissues or gum behind. By working together, we 
can ensure that our church remains a welcoming place 
for everyone to worship. 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS/ANNOUNCE-
MENTS FROM AMBO Bulletin inserts must be 
submitted via email at least 12 days before the Sunday 
of the publication. If your Ministry wants to make an 
announcement at Mass, you must contact the parish 
office to get permission. –Mary Maher, Bulletin Edi-
tor, olphazleton@gmail.com  

Many thanks for your generosity as we strive to 
meet our expenses                                      Feb. 15, 2026 
Offertory                                                        $8,839.00 
Dues                                                                3,390.00 
Loose                                                                  462.00 
Church improvements                                         80.00 
Utilities                                                                110.00 
Diocesan assessments                                        180.00 
Fuel                                                                     115.00 
Solemnity                                                              55.00 
Sodality                                                                 20.00 
Candles                                                               114.00 
Ash Wednesday                                                 173.00 
Easter                                                                    20.00 
Latin America                                                      30.00 
Eastern Europe                                                    80.00 
Rice Bowl                                                             60.00 
Care & Education of Priests                             115.00 
Total                                                             $13,843.00 
If you would like a copy of your OLP Parish contri-
bution statement for tax purposes, please contact the 
parish office at (570) 454-8714
Bishop’s Appeal 
Goals: CMA2025 Goal: $68,275.00 
Total Committed: $62,983.28 
% to Goal: 92.25% 
Balance to Achieve Goal: $5,291.72 
Rebates: Total Received (Cash): $61,923.28 
Over/Under (Cash): -$6,351.72 
Expected Rebate: $0.00
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated by appoint-
ment on Sundays. Expectant parents must be regis-
tered, active members of Our Lady of Peace Parish for 
at least six months. If you are expecting a child within 
the next six months, please contact the parish office. 

Our Lady of Grace News and Announcements
El Sacramento de Bautismo Se celebrará el 1er. Y 3er. 
Domingo de cada mes. Cursillos prebautismales los 
seguandos domingo de cada mes Contactar a: Eddy Gal-
vez (570) 599 - 0746 NOTA: Primero enviar mensaje 
2025 Contribution Statements ~ Will be available 
beginning February 2, 2026 by calling Linda at Our Lady 
of Grace parish office 570-454-8797 from 8 AM until 12 
NOON daily. 
Childrens Closet ~ The Children’s Closet will be 
OPEN on Wednesday.  Please Note, if schools are 
on a Delay or Closed, the Children’s Closet will be 
closed also. If you have any questions, please call Lin-
da at the rectory 570-454-8797. 
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Mass Intentions Most Precious Blood Church
Saturday, February 21st  St. Peter Damian 
4:00 pm † John Timbo by Tomaino Family 
& † Rev. Connell McHugh by Loretta Sabo
Sunday, February 22nd 1st Sunday of Lent 
10:30 am † Edward  T. Shamany by Mr. & Mrs. William Kilner  
And Dennis Moore, Sr. by Mr. & Mrs. Mauro DiSabella
Monday, February 23rd St. Polycarp 
8:00 am † Carmella Turse by Cathy Generose
Tuesday, February 24th Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am † John L. Roman by Children, John, Regina, & 
Joseph Roman
Wednesday, February 25th Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am † Pasquale Farace by Daughter, Cynthia
Saturday, February 28th Lenten Weekday 
4:00 pm † Peter & Felicia Trentacoste by Daniel DeMelfi  
& Anna Paisley by Ross Graham
Sunday, March 1st 2nd Sunday of Lent 
10:30 am † Rosemarie Garramone by Charles & Sharon 
Pedri

Mass Intentions Our Lady of Grace Church 2/26-3/1 
Thursday, 2/26:   Dominic Mariano ~ Wife, Carol   
Friday, 2/27: Matthew Manganelli ~ The Family
Saturday, 2/28:  Neal Graziano ~ The Family
Sunday, 3/1:  Maurice A. Molinaro ~ Pat Fuchick & Family

The Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday 
during Lent at Our Lady of Grace Church at 5:00 
p.m. followed by the Mass. 

Our Lady of Peace Parish is pleased to announce the forth-
coming Eucharistic Encounter Weekend, scheduled from 
March 6 to March 8, 2026. In partnership with the Saint 
Carlo Acutis Shrine of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, the 
parish will host the Saint Carlo Acutis International Exhibi-
tion of Eucharistic Miracles of the World at Most Precious 
Blood Church. In preparation for the arrival of Saint Carlo 
Acutis’s holy relics in March, five weeks will be devoted to the 
study of his life and miracles. The study will utilize the concise 
biography authored by John Conlin, a member of our parish. 
“The more we receive the Eucharist, the more we will become like 
Jesus, so that on this earth we will have a foretaste of Heaven.” - 
St. Carlo Acutis. 
Miracles attributed to St. Carlo Acutis involve 
two medically unexplained healings recog-
nized by the Vatican: the 2013 recovery of a 
Brazilian boy born with a rare pancreatic disor-
der and the 2022 near-complete recovery of a 
Costa Rican woman from severe head trauma 
after a bicycle accident. 
The young Brazilian boy, Mattheus Vianna, who suffered 
from a rare pancreatic disorder, was healed after his mother, a 
devout Catholic, prayed to Carlo Acutis. He spontaneously 
recovered, and subsequent medical evaluations confirmed 
the healing was medically inexplicable, fulfilling the rigorous 
criteria required by the Church’s canonization process. 
On July 2, 2022, Valeria Valverde, a Costa Rican woman 
studying in France, suffered near-fatal head injuries from a 
bicycle fall. Valeria underwent emergency surgery, with little 
hope of survival. Six days after the accident, her mother prayed 
at the tomb of Blessed Carlo Acutis in Assisi, and the follow-
ing day Valeria began breathing on her own, slowly regaining 
movement and speech. A CAT scan revealed that her brain 
contusion had completely disappeared and she was transferred 
to a rehabilitation facility. 

Scheduling Mass Intentions. Masses are scheduled one month in advance. If you would like to have a Mass said for a 
loved one or a special intention in April, please contact the rectory office of the church at the beginning of March. To 
schedule a Mass at Most Precious Blood, please call (570) 454-8714. For Masses at Our Lady of Grace, contact (570) 
454-8797. Thank you for your cooperation.  
Our Lady of Grace Candles.....For...........................................................By
Sanctuary................................... † Sue Ann Cervasio.........................................Volunteers of the Children’s Closet 
MPB Candles..........................For..............................................................By:
Sanctuary .................................. Edward Shemansky.....................................Jayne & Bob Stefanovich
Sanctuary .................................. Anna Marie Paisley ....................................Joann Hartzel & the Tarapchak Family
Sanctuary .................................. Mary Catherine Pituch ..............................Gerry Nenstiel
Sanctuary .................................. Anna Paisley..............................................The Conlin Family
Sanctuary .................................. Rose Maggio..............................................The Conlin family
Sanctuary .................................. Aniello “Neil” Vicidomini ..........................Wife, Lindsay
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dd

Deadline for Potato Cakes/Halushki /Pierogies: FEBRUARY 24
Pickup February 27 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Potato Cakes                            Qty: ____ @    $1.00 each            = _______
Halushki                                   Qty: ____ @  $10.00/quart           = _______
Pierogi & Onions                     Qty: ____ @  $12.00/quart           = _______
						      Total:                       $_______
Deadline for Potato cakes/Clam Chowder/Unbaked Pizza: MARCH 9
Pickup March 13 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Potato Cakes                            Qty: ____ @    $1.00 each            = _______
Red Clam Chowder                 Qty: ____ @  $15.00/quart          = _______
Unbaked Pizza (9x13)	              Qty: ____ @ $12.00/pie              = _______
						      Total:		          $_______
Deadline for Potato cakes/Potato Soup/Unbaked Pizza : MARCH 15
Pickup March 20 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Potato Cakes                            Qty: ____ @   $1.00 each             = _______
Potato Soup		                Qty: ____ @ $12.00/quart           = _______
Halushki                                   Qty: ____ @  $10.00/quart           = _______
Unbaked Pizza (9x13)	              Qty: ____ @ $12.00/pie              = _______
						      Total:		         $ _______ 
Deadline for Easter: MARCH 15
Pickup March 27 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.. and 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Manicotti                                 Qty: ____ @ $15.00/dozen          = _______
Cavatelli                                   Qty: ____ @ $   5.00/lb. 	        = _______
Sauce                                        Qty: ____ @ $  10.00/quart         = _______
Meatballs                                 Qty: ____ @ $ 15.00/dozen         = _______
Crystals                                    Qty: ____ @ $ 14.00/box	        = _______
Italian Cheese Cookies            Qty: ____ @ $ 10.00/dozen	        = _______
						      Total:		          $_______

OLP Parish Lenten/Easter Food Order Form 
Name:________________________________________
Phone #_______________________________________ 

Fill out this slip & place with money(check) into the collection basket or mail to the church rectory.Checks 
payable to Our Lady of Peace Parish. If you would like to order online or pay by card, please use the use the 

unique QR Codes to the right of each date.

Rectory, Set, Cook!
Beginning February 17, 2026, the Diocese of Scranton will be sponsoring “Rectory, Set, Cook,” contest between 
the parishes in the diocese. Our own, Fr. Shawn Simchock, is representing Our Lady of Peach Parish. 
He’s making our Famous Italian manicotti. To vote for our parish: Go to the Diocese of Scranton website. 
Click on “Rectory, Set, Cook.” Scroll down. Click on “Our Lady of Peace Parish.”
 Look for Fr. Generose, Fr. Simchock, and a “Special guest.” 
Then vote. Every $10.00 you pledge = one vote. 
Three votes or $30.00 goes into a drawing for a weekly gift basket, beginning Friday, February 27 and every 
Friday until Friday, March 27. 
A grand prize winner will be drawn Easter week for anyone donating $100.00 or more. Please vote and help us 
raise funds to help our parish. (Proceeds benefit Our Lady of Peace Parish and Catholic Social Services.)
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