Aquahawks Block Party
MEET OVERVIEW
The Block Party is designed to create a fun, fast, low-pressure racing environment where swimmers can let loose, race a variety of events, and enjoy a unique Saturday in Wilmington. The meet is intentionally built to move quickly and conclude by approximately 5:00 PM.
	DATE
	Saturday, October 10, 2026

	LOCATION
	UNCW Natatorium
690 Hamilton Dr, Wilmington, NC 28403

	WARM-UP
	1:30 PM

	MEET START
	2:30 PM

	ESTIMATED FINISH
	5:00 PM

	SCORING
	This meet will not be scored.

	DECK ACCESS
	Athletes, coaches, and meet volunteers only. No parents/spectators are permitted on deck.



The Block Party takes place in the afternoon so families traveling to Wilmington can make a full day of it. Before the meet, UVA vs. UNCW is scheduled for 10:00 AM through approximately 12:30 PM.
Admission to UVA vs. UNCW is free and first come, first serve.
This provides an opportunity for visiting swimmers and families to see UVA and UNCW compete before heading into the Block Party.
Wilmington's beaches and other local activities can also make the meet a fun destination for teams traveling from out of town.
Meet Philosophy
The goal is simple: create an exciting racing atmosphere without turning the day into an all-day commitment. The meet should be fast, energetic, and fun while allowing swimmers to enjoy racing and still have their Saturday evening.
Day SCHEDULE
	10:00 AM
	UVA vs. UNCW begins

	~12:30 PM
	UVA vs. UNCW concludes

	1:30 PM
	Block Party warm-ups begin

	2:30 PM
	Block Party meet begins

	~5:00 PM
	Block Party concludes


ORDER OF EVENTS
	Event
	Distance / Format
	Notes

	1
	200 Medley Relay
	Divided by age group

	2
	50 Butterfly
	Open

	3
	50 Backstroke
	Open

	4
	50 Breaststroke
	Open

	5
	50 Freestyle
	Open

	BREAK
	
	10 minutes

	6
	200 IM
	Open

	7
	100 Freestyle
	Open

	8
	200 Freestyle Relay
	8 x 25



Important: The event design may be adjusted based on participation numbers. Events currently listed as Open may be separated by age group if needed.
MEET FORMAT & RACING DETAILS
Event / Heat Combining
To preserve the intended pace of the meet, meet management may combine events or heats when participation numbers make it appropriate. The goal is to keep swimmers racing and minimize unnecessary downtime.
Entries
Please email entries to aquahawksilm@gmail.com using Hy-Tek Team Manager for entries.  Entries may be sent via email and must include the following: 

1) A Hy-Tek compatible entry file 
2) Team entry report 
3) Financial report  

A swimmer’s age on the first day of the meet will determine his/her age for the entire meet.  

Teams/entries will be accepted in the order they are received, until the timeline is reached (5:00pm end time).  Entries received after the timeline is reached will be returned.  

ENTRY LIMITATIONS
A swimmer may enter as many events as they desire

ENTRY DEADLINES
Please have all entries in by Monday, October 5th at 7:00pm

ENTRY FEES
Make checks payable to: Wilmington Swim Academy LLC
Individual Event
Per Event: $8.00
Swimmer Surcharge: $22.00

SPECIAL FEATURES
King & Queen of the Meet
One of the highlights of the Block Party will be naming a King and Queen of the Meet.
Swimmers will have the opportunity to race 4 x 50s, one 50 of each stroke: Butterfly, Backstroke, Breaststroke, and Freestyle.
Swimmers do not have to participate in all four if they do not want to.
The King and Queen will be determined by the lowest combined time across the four 50s.
The competition is intended to add another fun racing challenge without adding team scoring.
8 x 25 Freestyle Relay
The meet will finish with an 8 x 25 relay designed to bring everyone together for a fast and fun final event.
The current concept is one girl and one boy representing each age group.
Planned age groups: 10 & Under, 11–12, 13–14, and 15–18.
Final relay composition will depend entirely on participation numbers.
The relay may be adjusted to ensure as many swimmers as possible can participate.
Why the Block Party?
This meet is meant to feel different from a traditional, long-format swim meet. The emphasis is on racing, energy, variety, and having fun. We want swimmers to let loose, compete hard, and enjoy the atmosphere—without giving up their entire Saturday.
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