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We Lunch It

o This is the company that handles our school lunches. Here is a link to the
company’s landing page. Here you can find information on the upcoming menu
and place orders.

Forgotten Lunch

o Should a student come to school without a lunch, and without ordering from We
Lunch It, a lunchable and snack (chips, etc.) will be given to the student. The
family’s tuition account will be charged $5 for the lunch. An effort will be made
to call the family if they would prefer an alternative solution such as a parent
bringing the lunch to school, etc.

Milk Cards

o Milk is available every day. Prepaid milk cards are purchased from OLV (turn in
to school office). Students are notified when the milk card has been used and that
a new card needs to be purchased. The school does participate in the Federal Free
Special Milk program for eligible families. The cost of a milk card is $15.00 and
checks can be made out to OLV Milk. FACTS accounts can also be utilized for
this charge.

Ice Cream Cards

o Separate from milk cards, ice cream cards can be purchased for ice cream, chips,
and other snack style items. Ice cream cards cost $15.00 and checks can be made
out to OLV. Please keep milk ticket and ice cream card purchases separate as the
funds go to two different entities. FACTS accounts can also be utilized for this
charge.

Money Related Topics

o In an effort to follow Diocesan financial compliance practices, students who bring
in cash for Sharing and Caring (see below), fundraisers, bake sales, non-uniform
days, etc. should send money in an envelope marked with the student’s name and
the purpose of the funds. This helps us greatly should the envelope be misplaced.

FACTS (Formerly known as RenWeb)

o This is our school management software. It allows for communication between
home and school, and allows for parents to view grades in real time. It is critical
that up to date contact information is on file in your FACTS account, both email
addresses and cell phone numbers. While email is the main mode of
communication, text alerts are sent in emergency situations such as school
closures, or to alert you to an important email.

= The platform is free to access via the web, but there is an app available for a

small charge.


https://www.welunchit.com/

o Calendar sync feature

» There is a new feature available in the RenWeb calendar that allows for

subscribing to our school calendar. This will automatically sync with your
own personal Google or iPhone calendars. Most importantly, you will get
updates if events change throughout the year.
e Science Olympiad
o Open to students in grades 5-8, this after school activity exposes students to fields
in STEM areas. Students compete in a variety of events challenging and exposing
the participants to science areas usually covered in high school and beyond.
Practices are held after school, usually on Wednesdays. As competitions
approach, additional practices are held, occasionally on weekends. The team
usually participates in at least one invitational tournament in December, and the
regional competition in February. The state meet, if the team qualifies, is held in
the spring. This is a competitive team, and coaches push students harder than
what is seen in the classroom. When committing to this event, please be cognizant
of other time commitments. It is an incredibly rewarding experience for
participants.
e Exploratory
o On Friday afternoons, students in grades 5-8 have the opportunity to sign up for
an elective-style class called exploratory. These classes offer the student an
opportunity to investigate a topic that might be outside the norm of an academic
day. Middle school and specials teachers offer exploratory classes. Students learn
about the year’s offerings the first Friday of the school year. Most exploratory
classes are on a first come, first serve basis and have no prerequisites. However,
the Science Olympiad (S.0.) exploratory does require that students are on the
Science Olympiad team. (One may not be in S.O. exploratory and not participate
on the after school team.)
e OLV School Play participation
o The OLV Drama department is very unique in its ability to produce high-quality
drama productions at the elementary level. Students in grades first through eighth
may audition for roles in the school play. There is no prerequisite to participate,
but please know that practices are after school up to four days a week. The week
of production can produce some late evenings on school nights, especially later in
the week (dress rehearsal). When committing to this event, please be cognizant of
other time commitments.
e PE Challenges
o Starting in fifth grade, students participate in three PE challenges throughout the
school year. In these events, the class is divided into teams and a more formal



game is played over a longer period than just the PE class. Outside referees are
usually brought in, and other students are invited to come and watch and cheer on
their peers. Parent volunteers are needed to assist in these events. Check the
school calendar for dates of the challenges, as well as which sport will be
contested. These are conducted during school hours only.
e Book covers
o Covers for textbooks are strongly encouraged to help protect hardback textbooks
and help the school save money. Covers are commonly called “book socks™ and
are easily purchased on-line or at local retailers in school supplies or back to
school areas. Brown paper bags are also exceptionally good in protecting books.
Please do not use contact paper on hard back books.
o For consumable books, contact paper is a great way to help preserve the life of the
book.
e Toy Bowl
o An athletic association of Birmingham metro Catholic schools. Students
participate in Volleyball (fall) starting in grade 3. Basketball is a winter sport
starting in kindergarten. Cheerleading is also offered in the winter. Participation is
also open to students in our PSR program. Teams usually practice once or twice a
week, with games on the weekend either at OLV or one of the other metro
Catholic schools. There is an end of season tournament for older age groups. Toy
Bowl is a separate entity of the school, and falls under the authority of the parish.
The athletic director for OLV is Shea Enslen. Her email is toybowl@olvsch.com.
e Tippi Toes
o Currently offered for preschool students on Wednesdays, this dance program
brings an instructor to OLV for a weekly class. More information is available in
the office.
e Upfield Soccer (formerly known as Happy Feet)
o Currently offered for preschool students on Fridays, this soccer program brings an
instructor to OLV for a weekly class. More information is available in the office.
e KidTigerz Karate
o Currently offered for preschool students on Tuesdays, this karate program brings
an instructor to OLV for a weekly class. More information is available in the
office.
e (Catholic Schools’ field day
o This is a diocesan sponsored event held annually in the spring at John Carroll
Catholic High School. Students in grades 5-8 are invited to participate in a variety
of track and field events. The PE Coach coordinates practices for the event in the
months leading up to the event.
e Altar Serving at OLV



o Altar servers are coordinated by Deacon Robert Long at the church. Information
on the ministry can be found_here.

Class Masses
o All are welcome to attend our weekly school masses offered in the Church at 8:15
on Friday mornings. Additionally, students will attend Mass on Holy Days of
Obligation at 8:15 am. These Masses are open to the public.
o Individual classes also celebrate Mass in our school chapel on Wednesdays at
9:30. Your teacher will alert you to the class’s scheduled mass days.
Sharing and Caring
o This is a monthly food drive for the Oak Mountain Mission that is organized by
the second grade. There is usually a theme surrounding the event. Be on the
lookout for communication from a homeroom mom or teacher about the theme.
Participation is optional. There are times where participation will earn a
non-uniform day.
Modes of Communication
o The main form of communication from the school to the families is via email. It is
critical that up-to-date emails are always on file in RenWeb, as this program is our
emailing tool. We also send information via email, weekly announcements, and a
monthly newsletter. Communication from teachers may come in weekly emails
as well, especially from elementary teachers.
Squad Locker
o This website allows for purchase of OLV branded merchandise. Orders are filled
as placed, and payment can be processed through the website. Orders are shipped
directly to the home. There is no bulk order minimum, and a portion of each sale
is returned to the school. The link is below.
o Our Lady Of The Valley Catholic School Eagles | Squadlocker



https://www.olvchurchbirmingham.com/altar-server-schedules
https://teamlocker.squadlocker.com/#/lockers/our-lady-of-the-valley-catholic-school-eagles?_k=tj5cto

