First Presbyterian Church of Naples
In the Heart of Naples with the Love of God:
we worship, we love, we grow, we serve

Left: First Presbyterian Church of Naples Sanctuary. Right, from top: 144 Fundraiser; honoring moms on Mother’s Day.
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Rev. Dr. Scott Kenefake, Interim Sr. Pastor

As the United States
approaches the 250th
anniversary of the
Declaration of
Independence next
month, many churches
are reflecting on the
relationship between faith
and the nation's founding.
Presbyterians, in particular, played an important role in
the era surrounding the American Revolution.

That history is remembered not only in textbooks, but
also in the rituals Americans continue to share every
Fourth of July. Families line small-town streets for
parades. Neighbors gather for picnics, concerts, and
fireworks. Flags wave from porches, children ride
decorated bicycles, and veterans are honored alongside
civic leaders and first responders. For all our divisions,
these traditions still bring people together around a
shared story of freedom, gratitude, and hope.

Many early American Presbyterians would have
understood the importance of those civic bonds.
Descendants of Scottish and Scotch-Irish immigrants,
they were shaped by long struggles over freedom,
conscience, and the limits of political power. Influenced
by the theology of John Knox and the Scottish
Reformation, Presbyterians believed that no ruler
possessed absolute authority and that human power
must remain accountable to God and moral law. Ideas
such as representative government, liberty of
conscience, and resistance to tyranny became deeply
woven into Presbyterian thought.

By the 1770s, many Presbyterian ministers and
congregations supported independence from Great
Britain. Sermons connected biblical themes of covenant
and freedom with the colonies’ desire for self-
government. One prominent Presbyterian leader was
John Witherspoon, president of Princeton University and
the only ordained minister to sign the Declaration of
Independence.

Historian David L. Holmes, in The Faiths of the
Founding Fathers, notes that the founders represented
a wide range of beliefs—orthodox Christians, Deists,
Unitarians, and skeptics alike. What united many of
them was not agreement on doctrine, but the conviction
that religious liberty and freedom of conscience were
essential to the health of both church and society.

Faith, Freedom, and the American Experiment

That insight resonates strongly with Presbyterian
tradition. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Book of
Order declares that “God alone is Lord of the
conscience.” In F-3.0101b, it further teaches that the
right to private judgment in matters of religion is
universal and that no religious group should receive
special privileges from the government beyond equal
protection under the law.

In contemporary language, the principle is simple: faith
must remain free. The government should neither
impose religion nor favor one faith tradition over
another. At the same time, all religious communities
should be equally protected in the free exercise of their
beliefs. These Presbyterian convictions closely echo the
ideals later expressed in the First Amendment to the
United States Constitution.

These historic principles also offer an important contrast
to contemporary forms of Christian nationalism. Early
Presbyterians supported liberty not because they
believed America was uniquely chosen by God, but
because they believed freedom of conscience belongs
to everyone. They valued civic engagement while
remaining wary of concentrated political and religious
power.

The Presbyterian tradition still offers wisdom for a
divided nation. It encourages Christians to participate in
public life thoughtfully and faithfully while remembering
that no political party, ideology, or nation fully embodies
God'’s kingdom. It calls us to love our country without
idolizing it, to seek justice without demonizing
opponents, and to hold conviction together with
humility.

As we approach this national anniversary, Presbyterians
have an opportunity not only to remember history, but
also to model a deeper kind of patriotism—one rooted
in conscience, liberty, humility, and the common good.

Blessings,

Aot

Rev. Dr. Scott Kenefake
Interim Sr. Pastor
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The HEAT is on!

Thank you for your continued support of the First Presbyterian Church of Naples and our mission over the
summer months!

During these warmer months we will be taking advantage of the lower attendance to do some updates to
make things more comfortable and safe for all. One of our big projects is installing a new air handler (AC
system) for the sanctuary. We will also finalize the work on our updated security system.

We have a YTD profit of $68k through the end of April. However, our YTD Offerings are about $34k less
than the same time last year. We continue to monitor expenses, which are tracking slightly under the
same time last year. Despite summer typically having lower attendance for services and being a slower
time in Naples, it's still a busy time in the Finance office. As we work on projects around campus over the
summer and disburse payments from our Deacon Benevolence fund and from our Missions' Outreach
budget to support our local partners, we expend quite a bit of cash.

For those of you that have traveled to cooler summer locations, please continue to live stream our
services, leave comments and stay in touch with us. Your comments are valuable and will help bridge the
distance gap!

As always, please reach out to Debbie Savage, Executive Director, or Joan Congine, Finance Administrator,
if you have any questions.

B A B-A
YTD Actuals YTD Budget Annual Budget YTD Actuals  YTD Actuals
2026 2026 2026 2025 2026 vs. 2025
Income
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN Offerings 723,706 766,667 2,300,000 757,726 (34,020)
CHURCH OF NAPLES Preschool 298,372 192,267 576,800 256,224 42,148
Other 24,408 13,327 39,980 14,884 9,524
SUMMARY FINANCIAL ! ! ’ ’ ’
INFORMATION Budgeted Endowment Transfers® 0 0 400,000 0 0
Total Income 1,046,486 972,260 3,316,780 1,028,834 17,652
April 30, 2026
Total Expenses 978,069 1,132,823 3,398,470 980,095 (2,026)

Net Operating Income (Shortfall) 68,417 (160,563) {81,690) 48,739 19,678
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Stewardship Committee Update

The Stewardship Committee members are Chris Horsman (Chair), Dorrit Nelson, Kathi Webber, Alex
Yanushefski, Ned Camuti; Staff: Debbie Savage, Joan Congine, Josh Miller, and Scott Kenefake.

The Grace of Giving Campaign continues. We welcome new pledges and updated pledges for those who
have already committed. We worship, love, grow, and serve together because of your faithful support. If
you would like to make a new pledge, please visit our website at fpcnaples.com/give, fill out a pledge card
found in the pew racks at church, or speak with Joan Congine. We are deeply grateful for your continued
investment in First Presbyterian Church of Naples.

The Committee has already begun planning for the 2027 campaign, working to ensure all materials are in
place by early fall. Watch for more details in the September Outreach.

Chris Horsman

Linda Ferrario, PW Co-Moderator, lindaferrario44@gmail.com

Martha Waddell-Gill, PW Co-Moderator, mwadde001@gmail.com PreSbyterian Women

Amazing Things Happen in Spencer Hall

0
° ° Who might you run into? What event happening might you be interested to know more
--« N about? We meet old and new friends, people we worship with, and we hear concerns,
= good and (sometimes) bad news, and connect in ways that are good for the soul.

It is the strength of our congregation here at First Presbyterian Church of Naples. We

have congratulated our graduates (how do they grow up so fast!), comforted friends,
and said goodbye and happy retirement to quite a few staff members. We've enjoyed fellowship by
extending a warm welcome to those we see every week, and also to people who only attend occasionally.

You have the opportunity to feed children through the backpack program. The collection bear is close to
the cookies and punch, and we have discovered your contributions are literally the difference in whether
some children eat all weekend. Along the back wall are ways to participate in the life of the church, from
blood drives and get-togethers to Bible studies and mission trips. This is where you sign up to be a part of
these activities.

It's Holy Hospitality. For many years, cookies and punch were solely provided by Presbyterian Women
Circles. As our Circles declined in numbers, we have needed volunteers from the congregation to lend a
hand. We hope you will consider volunteering to host this table. It's fun and easy, and help is always
around. If you need a buddy, there is a space to check for that. It's a time of fellowship that is a blessing
to our congregation. Please help by signing up today.

Volunteers Needed: Cookies & Punch Table
*  When: One or more Sundays, from June 7 through September 27.
* Where: The sign-up sheet is located directly on the cookies and punch table in Spencer Hall.

* Provided: The church supplies the cookies and punch ingredients in the kitchen, or you can bring your
own. The table is set up, instructions are by the phone, and someone is always around to help!

For more information, call Betty Mangos, Hospitality Chairman PW, at 239.248.8800.
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Janet Yanushefski, Deacon Moderator, janetyanu@gmail.com
6 Dea cons Kathi Webber, Vice Moderator, krw2682@gmail.com

Summer Blessings From Your Parish Deacons

As summer begins, we wish all our parishioners a joyful, restful, and blessed season — whether you are
traveling, spending time with family, or enjoying the beauty of summer close to home.

Please remember that our parish Deacons continue to worship, pray, and serve throughout the summer
months. Regular Sunday services at the First Presbyterian Church of Naples will continue, and all are
always welcome.

Your Parish Deacon is just a phone call or email away if you are in need of assistance or support.
Additionally, if you are not sure how to reach your Parish Deacon, please call the church office at
239.262.1311 and ask for Susan Pratt, Coordinator of Membership and Caring Ministries.

May God keep you safe in your travels, refresh your spirit, and fill your summer with peace, joy, and many
blessings.

Kathi Webber

CHURCH TOUR

The Deacons invite you to a “Behind the Scenes”
church tour on Sunday, June 14 following the
service.

We will assemble at the front of the Sanctuary
for a 30 minute tour of the campus.

Sign up in Spencer Hall or contact Sarah Nichols
at sarahsnichols@gmail.com.

Linda Gadkowski, Palms Society Co-Chair, linda.gadkowski@gmail.com

Pa I ms SOCiety Amy Manley, Palms Society Co-Chair, aa34@icloud.com

First Presbyterian Church Palms Society
Words of Wisdom

‘I have been impressed with the urgency of doing. Knowing is not enough,
we must apply. Being willing is not enough, we must do.”

— Leonardo da Vinci

Have you done your estate planning and considered the wonderful opportunity
to make a gift to the Palms Society? Please contact Amy Manley 239.272.6821
or Linda Gadkowski 508.292.5500 if you would like more information.
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Saralene Oldham, Co-Coordinator, osarolene@amail-com Stephen Ministry 7
Stephen Ministry

Letting Go

Letting go is a very difficult thing for most of us. As inexplicable as it is, we
often seem to prefer the “comfort” of a known trouble or challenge over the
risk of exploring and accepting change for the better.

Fr. Thomas Keating authored a simple prayer to help us understand and accept
the reality that Christians are called to let go of their sufferings, their desire to
control their own lives, and to turn over control of everything to God. This is
the essence of what Stephen Ministry seeks for our care receivers.

Fr. Keating’s Welcoming Prayer presents a method of recognizing and
consenting to God’s presence and action in our physical and emotional reactions to events and situations
in daily life. The purpose of the Welcoming Prayer is to deepen our relationship with God through
consenting to God’s will, rather than our own, in the ordinary activities of our day.

Please read this out loud when you are alone and at rest and consider its message:

Welcome, welcome, welcome.

I welcome everything that comes to me today because I know it’s for my healing.
Iwelcome all thoughts, feelings, emotions, persons, situations, and conditions.

I let go of my desire for power and control.

I let go of my desire for affection, esteem, approval and pleasure.

I let go of my desire for survival and security.

I let go of my desire to change any situation, condition, person or myself.

I open to the love and presence of God and God’s action within.

Amen.

David Witman
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Mark Speake, Committee Chair, markspeake58@gmail.com

8 M ISSIONS Rev. Rex Childs, Associate Pastor

FEED 4 5,000

This month we are helping to restock the food pantry of The Shelter for Abused
Women and Children. Ushers will have a list available as you leave the sanctuary. -
Food donations will be collected at the 6th Street church entrance on the second SHELTER FOR ABUSED
Sunday of the month, June 14. If you prefer, monetary donations may be made WOMEN /CHILDREN
online at www.fpcnaples.org/give. Checks may be made payable to First

Presbyterian Church. Please indicate “Feed the 5,000” for the fund, or in the memo.

Suggested items include:

o Coffee & Sugar e QOatmeal & Cereal e Canned Soup

e Dried Beans & Rice e Peanut Butter & Jelly e Canned Vegetables

e Chips & Crackers e Condiments e Canned Fruit

e Pasta & Sauce ¢ Macaroni & Cheese

e Canned Tuna or Chicken e Instant Mashed Potatoes

Personnel Jim Mahon, Personnel Committee Chair, jim.mahon@nchmd.org

With Love and Gratitude from
Sharman Pfaus

To my dear FPCN friends,

What a wonderful retirement celebration! I am
overwhelmed by the cards, gifts, expressions of love,
and words of congratulations and support shared
with me on Sunday, April 26. Rex’s words touched
my heart, the prayer shawl presented by the
Presbyterian Women was such a beautiful gesture,
the standing ovation by the congregation brought
me to tears and all the work that went into the
reception was just perfect. Special thanks to Debbie
Savage who so thoughtfully designed the theme
around angels and my favorite color, Josh Miller and
his wife, Ashley, Kathleen Law, Nick Zamagni, Betty
Plum and Saralene Oldham who all had a hand in
the planning along with the ladies who served the
cake and punch. Thank you just doesn’t seem to be
enough. To the Personnel Committee and Session for
their generosity and leadership and this wonderful
congregation for their unending support and love
through the years. I have been blessed to have been
of service to you all and I thank you.

With gratitude,
Sharman Pfaus
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Dr. Brice Gerlach, Director of Music Ministries

Worship and Music

9

Tiffany Sanchez Borjas has been our soprano soloist for the last five years.
She has been a major part of our music program for all these years and has now
graduated from Florida Gulf Coast University. Tiffany is going on to pursue her
master’s degree at the Mannes School of Music in New York City. In addition, she
will make her debut as Marcellina in Mozart’s Le nozze di Figaro (The Marriage of

Figaro) in the Chicago Summer opera.

We thank Tiffany for her years of singing here at First Presbyterian Church of

Naples and wish her well in her musical endeavors!

Dr. Brice Gerlach

Teresa Doane, Committee Chair, twdoane@hotmail.com
Nancy Van Fleet, Dir. Children, Youth and Family Ministries

Intergenerational CE

Exciting Updates from Children, Youth, and Family Ministries

As we prepare for our Montreat trip in early June, I am thrilled to share some wonderful highlights from
the past month! First of all, I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who participated in the
144 fundraiser; your generosity helped us raise an incredible $9,380! We ask for your continued prayers
for six youth and one adult (along with myself) as we get ready for this trip from June 5 to June 13.

This past May was a beautiful celebration as we honored the milestone of graduation, recognizing 21
graduates (from preschool to graduate school), with 14 of them attending our service. It was a joy to see
the students flourishing and marking this significant transition in their lives.

This summer, we will also hold Vacation Bible School with the exciting theme of "Snowball Mountain

Challenge." Additionally, we will host our Summer FunDay School,

themed around winter, utilizing decorations from VBS. This program is a

deliberate invitation for our preschool families, who might not attend
church on Sundays, and will take place during the church service.

Recently, we presented our best practices at the "Rooted Conference"
in Scottsdale, Arizona, from April 29 to May 1. During this conference,
we showcased our Sacred Seasons Boxes, along with other faith-at-
home practices, designed to encourage faith at home and equip
parents as primary faith formers—the key objective of our Fourth Soil
Parenting Initiative. It was an honor to share our insights and have
been invited into another grant project for next year—the Raising
Faithful Kids Initiative. This initiative aims to connect what happens in
worship with the daily lives of children. Our goal is to practice faith
together as families, making worship a part of everyday life, not just
something we do on Sundays.

As we continue this journey, please keep us in your hearts and
prayers. Know that you remain in my thoughts and prayers as well.
Together, we are building a vibrant, intergenerational community of
faith.

Blessings, peace and every good, W dy

Pictured below: Thank you
card from FPC youth going on
our Montreat trip.
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Clockwise from top left: Graduation milestone
celebration; young adult helping with coffee time;
Youth Group end of year party; 144 fundraiser;
honoring moms on Mother's Day.
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June 22-26, 2026 9 a.m. fo noon
SNOW GAMES | SNACKS | ART & CRAFTS

Gear up for an unforgettable winter sports
extravaganza with Snowball Mountain
Challenge VBS 2026! With hands-on
activities, laughter, and life lessons rooted in
solid faith, this VBS empowers children to
trust God, share love, and discover they can
face any challenge with God by their side!

FOR RIDS ENTERING KINDERGARTEN TO 5TH GRADE
SUGGESTED DONATION $25 PER CHILD*

fpcnaples.org/children to secure your child's spot for an unforgettable week, or to sign up as a volunteer!

Child & Volunteer Registration Now Open! Scan the QR code below or visit us online at

More Information:
Ashley.Henning@fpcnaples.org

Or scan the QR code on the left to register
your child or sign up to volunteer today!
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Teresa Doane, Committee Chair, twdoane@hotmail.com
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EVERY SUNDAY
JUNE AND JULY

JUNE JULY
1: Igloo of Inspiration 3: Winter Warmth
14: Avalanches of Love  12: Winter Wonderland
21: Frosty Fun 19: Snowflakes of Uniqueness
L™ 28: Summit of Friendship 26: Winter Olympics of Joy

Drop off begins at 9:30 a.m. in the Youth Room for kindergarten to
. fifth grade. Pick up M a.m. \
/ \ Nursery open for 18 months to VPK / \
Mark your calendars for the Back-to-School Blessing on August 9th!
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Nancy Van Fleet, Dir. Children, Youth and Family Ministries

Intergenerational CE 13

SR G T el e
Gy o § SRRk

HUDDLE
A Men's Bible
Discussion Group

R

All men are invited and

encouraged to gather

with us each Thursday
at noon.

We are studying the
Gospel of John.
Bring a Bible and your
lunch!

If unable to attend in
person, please join the
meeting via Zoom.

Please contact the
church office for the
Zoom link to the
meeting.

Adult Sunday School:
Preparing the Way

il

We Will Be Taking A Summer Break

Our weekly Adult Sunday School sessions will be taking a
break for the summer and will resume in September.

Once we resume, we'll gather every Sunday at 9 a.m. to
discuss the New Testament Bible reading on which that
day's sermon is based. It's a wonderful way to get a
preview and a better understanding of the message
before the service begins.

Wednesday Morning Men:
Faith and Fellowship

We gather on the first and third
Wednesdays of the month at 8
a.m. with coffee and pastry in the
Youth Room.

June 3 Presenter:
Richard Dryer — "Handel"

June 17 Presenter:
Bill Kearney — Topic To Be
Announced

For more information please
contact group leader, Bill Kearney,
at 239.207.6557.

Women's Ministry Bible Study

~
\\\
L N
_——

All women are invited to join us for a weekly Bible
Study, held on Mondays at 1 p.m. in the Parlor.

We look to covenant with each other week by week
as we delve into God’s word. For more information
email Janeen McClure, at jrmc@airmcclure.com.
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Celebrating a True
Community Champion

First Presbyterian Church of
Naples’ very own Carleton “Cleve
Cleveland III was recently
featured by WGCU for his
outstanding dedication to
Southwest Florida. Greater Naples
Leadership honored Cleve with its
prestigious 2026 Distinguished
Leadership Award, celebrating his
years of advocacy in expanding
safe, affordable housing for
farmworker families in Immokalee.

n

As a driving force behind the Immokalee Fair Housing Alliance, Cleve helped guide a
monumental grassroots effort into a life-changing community project. Today, the
development provides safe rental apartments, a community center, and athletic fields
for local families, with plans to complete occupancy and explore future expansions in
the coming months. We are incredibly proud of Cleve’s heart for service and the lasting
impact he continues to make in our community.

To read the full article, please visit wgcu.org or scan the QR code.

Membership Committee Update

Membership Committee Members are Chris Horsman (Chair), Bill Kearney, Jacque Foust, Joanne Slager,
Saralene Oldham, Kathi Webber, Heather Carelock, Richard Dryer; Staff: Josh Miller, Susan Pratt, Rex
Childs, and Scott Kenefake.

The committee began meeting in March of this year and is actively working on several initiatives to gain
new attendees at our Church. Those initiatives are:

e Having greeters in place before the end of service to thank visitors and members for attending.
e Creating a consistent process that the Deacons will use to keep new members engaged after they join.
e Possibly renaming our “Seekers and Joiners” class and reviewing its content.

e We are investigating the availability of temporary name tags for visitors to use during a service or
event.

e Josh Miller, our Marketing Coordinator, is working to make sure our brand is used and displayed
consistently. He is also reviewing the pew brochure about our church and will update it with the
committee’s help.

Seekers and Joiners classes will not be held in June, July, or August and will resume on Sunday,
September 20 following Worship Service.

Chris Horsman
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Chris Horsman, Membership Chair, cmhorsman@gmail.com
Susan Pratt, Coordinator of Membership/Congregational Care
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Jean Scholtens Yancey Brame Joanne Slager Kelly Assaad
Carolyn Bennett June 9 Cleve Cleveland Andie Goodrich
Doug Jensen Logan Jones Jeanne Atkinson Suzanne Zelinka
/IZ\(I)IEOI\r/]I;Laiggl Martha Quinones June 17 June 25
Janet Root David Brown

Jim Singerling June 10 Vi Brow

Deborah Weidner June 18 June 26
June 2 Robert Mason Kelly Holmberg Chuck Lyon
Tim Nunlno Janet Koonce Chris Horsman Dottie Morse
Cindy Esler Bill Wright June 19 Jan Modesitt
June 3 June 11 Jane Holbrook June 27
Lynne Strohaver Kathy Peterson Nancy Masterson Linda Rader
anhe I5 et June 12 June 20 Daisy Scott
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Dear friends of First Presbyterian Church, I can't thank you enough for the love and
care you have shown to our family at the time of Frank's passing. You have offered
prayers, hugs, and kind words of comfort when we needed them the most. We hold

you close to our hearts.

Most sincerely,
Nancy Kininghmam

On behalf of the Gerald (Jerry) and Liz Miller family, we wish to thank the
congregation for your thoughtfulness of your cards, letters, and phone calls and
most of all your prayers, which we have appreciated. Mom has accepted
his incapacitation and dad continues on his journey in life, but days are very difficult.

Liz Miller
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Worship With Us From Anywhere!
Heading north? Stay connected to your FPC family all summer long! Join us virtually every Sunday at 10
a.m. for our live-streamed worship service at fpcnaples.org. When you join us, be sure to register your
attendance via our online Friendship Pad.
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