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Provider: 
RockCast, a product of Reading Rock, Inc.



Program:

The Nature of Thin and Lightweight Stone Veneers (installation methods include adhered, rain screen and mechanical/adhered with EPS foam core)      
Program #: NTLSV26       Length: 50 minutes      Credits: 1 LU      HSW: Yes
Description:
This course introduces thin and lightweight manufactured stone veneer systems, covering their composition, manufacturing, and performance. It explores various types—such as dry-cast, wet-cast, thin-adhered, rainscreen, and lightweight systems—and their applications in building design. Participants will learn how these systems improve constructability, reduce structural load, and streamline installation, while addressing wall integration, code requirements like NFPA 285, and best detailing practices. The course also compares alternative cladding options (GFRC, FRP, EIFS) to help architects assess cost, durability, and long-term performance.
Objectives:
After completion of this course, participants will be able to:
· Identify and differentiate between manufactured stone veneer systems, including dry-cast, wet-cast, thin-adhered, rainscreen, and lightweight stone applications.
· Explain how manufacturing methods and material composition influence the performance, durability, and appearance of stone veneer products.
· Evaluate the advantages of lightweight stone systems, including reduced structural requirements, improved installation efficiency, and expanded design flexibility.
· Compare alternative cladding systems such as GFRC, FRP, and EIFS in terms of cost, constructability, and long-term performance.
· Apply best practices for specification and detailing of stone veneer systems, including understanding wall assemblies, attachment methods, and code compliance requirements such as NFPA 285.
Target Audience:
This program is designed for architects, structural engineers, specifiers, owners, developers, general contractors, masonry contractors, and other design professionals. It is best suited for groups of 10–40 attendees and is appropriate for all experience levels.
Facilitator:
All RockCast CES facilitators have received in-house training on CES guidelines and presentation skills. 
Participation: 
Case studies; samples.
How taught:
The CES facilitator begins with a brief overview of the presentation topics. Using a PowerPoint, they guide the audience through proper design and installation based on Concrete Masonry & Hardscape Association details, ACI 530, and relevant specifications. An information catalog with key details and specifications is provided.
A/V needed:
Electrical power and a screen for PowerPoint presentation.  

The CES facilitator supplies the laptop and projector unless the use of an in-house projector is available.

Cost:

There is no cost to bring this program into a firm or chapter meeting.

About Reading Rock, Inc.

Since 1947, Reading Rock has had a passion for manufacturing quality masonry products. Our philosophy for excellence is captured in our resolute focus on the best People, Products, and Processes. Our level of dedication began on a small scale as a Block manufacturer in Reading, Ohio.  Today, Reading Rock is known for product and processes innovation and the ability to deliver large-scale projects quickly and efficiently.  Reading Rock is recognized as a market leader having introduced Paverlock® interlocking concrete pavers, Allan Block® segmental retaining walls, and RockCast®, the nation’s first machine-made cast stone product .With state-of-the-art technology, certified technicians, in-house architects and engineers, and our focus on continuous improvement, all Reading Rock products come with a Lifetime Warranty.

