
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary/St. Mark 
5700 Bear Creek Boulevard, Bear Creek, Pennsylvania  18602 



STEWARDSHIP 

Aug 31, 2025 
 

 Weekly                 $2188.00  

 Online                 +$753.00 

                                          $2941.00 

                Diocesan              -$0.00 

 TOTAL:                $2941.00  

Thank you for your continued generosity. 
 

Parish weekly budget set at $5000 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME |   SEPTEMBER 7, 2025 

SERVED BY 
   

Rev. Rawel Toppo 
Administrator 

 

rawelt81@gmail.com 
___________________ 

 
Rev. Anthony M. Urban 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. William J. Karle 
Pastor Emeritus 

__________________ 
    
PARISH WEBSITE 
     

Churchofstelizabethstmark.org 
____________________ 

 
 

 
FIND US ON  
FACEBOOK 

  
The Roman Catholic Community  
of St Elizabeth of Hungary and  

St. Mark 

St. Elizabeth Church (E) 
5700 Bear Creek Blvd 
Bear Creek, PA  18602 

St. Mark Church (M) 
1052 Bear Lake Rd 

Thornhurst, PA  18424 

Mission Statement 
Humbly guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to help people: 

~  Through prayer and worship, discover God’s desire to be in a relationship with us  ~  Discover and develop 
the gifts and talents God has bestowed on each person  ~  Share our faith in Jesus Christ through a welcoming 
community, beautiful liturgy and ongoing faith formation  ~  Be of service to one another, to the communities 

in which we live and especially to those in need.  ~   

OFFICE STAFF 
   

Amanda Proch 
Business Manager 

 

stelizabethbearcreek@ 
outlook.com 

___________________ 
 

Mer Rish 
Office Secretary 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

stelimar@ptd.net 
__________________ 

    

OFFICE HOURS / PHONE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9AM—3PM 

Phone.…..……………570-472-3061 

Fax……………………..570-472-3503 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Wednesday, Friday 9:00AM 
(E) 

First Fridays —Adoration after Mass—
12Noon (E) 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday  4:00PM  (M) 

Saturday 6:00PM (E) 

Sunday 8:30AM (M) 

Sunday  10:30AM (E) 

______________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St. Mark’s Church—1/2 hr before  all 
Masses 

St. Elizabeth’s Church —1/2 hr before 
all Masses 

~ or anytime by appointment ~ 

Hospitality and God’s 

gracious love to all 

 

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on 

CTV: Catholic Television of the  

Diocese of Scranton.  

Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.  

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 p.m. and  

rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
          

Emily Bell 
Renee Sipple 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

saintelizabethccd@gmail.com 



This week we pray for our sick, 

elderly and homebound  

parishioners and friends, 

 especially… 

Noreen Catani Amico,  

Lea Furlong, Tyrone Gayeski, 

 Bernard Hendrzak, Jake Johnson,  

Joseph Kachurak, Patrick Kildea, 

Michael Lilienthal, Mollie Litchman,  

Carolyn Palencar, Richard Sawicki, Mary Soos, 

Byran Stanton, John Tucker,  

Rev. Anthony Urban, Gary Walker,  

Hank Walker, Loretta Washick 
   

 Please notify office when names should be  

removed.   570-472-3061 

 

THE MOST BLESSED  
SACRAMENT IS RESERVED IN OUR CHURCH 

 

We respectfully ask that all observe a  
reverent silence. 

 
 
 

 
Saturday, Sept 6, 2025 —Sunday, Sept 14, 2025 

 
 
Sat, SEPT 6        
         

       4:00pm (M)     Robert Kistler 

   Steve & Kathy Rector 
 

         6:00pm (E)      Helen Boris   

   Joseph & Marcia Boris       

 Sun, SEPT 7       
    

         8:30am (M)    For the Parishioners  
 

        10:30am (E)    Edmund Pachucki  

                Stan & Jean Swaintek 

 Mon, SEPT 8          
    

         9:00am (E)    Frank J. Franceshelli 

   Tom & Grace Mielczarek 
                

Tues, SEPT 9  
     

         9:00am (E)    Special Intention for Eleanor Morrison 

   Butch & Jeannie Bidwell 
   

Wed,  SEPT 10 
    

         9:00am (E)    Aidenn Gann 

        Ann & Roger Frisbie 
 

      

Thurs, SEPT 11     
     

         9:00am (E)       NO MASS   
       

 

Fri, SEPT 12             
 

        9:00am (E)     Dale Griffith 

   Frank & Myrna Bianco 
          

Sat, SEPT 13 

 

      4:00pm (M)      Arlene Starr 

   Nancy Bielski 
 

       6:00pm (E)       Ned McLarney 

   John & Ann Tucker  

Sun, SEPT 14   
         

       8:30am (M)      For the Parishioners 
 

      10:30am (E)         Nicole Lane 

    Gail Gayeski    

The Sanctuary Candle is burning this week in 
memory of Ethel and Francis Litchman 

by Frank and Molly Litchman. 

2025  
Fatima Devotions 

 

Our Lady of Victory Parish 

16 Second Street  

  Harvey’s Lake, PA 
 

Fatima Devotions every 13th of the month, 

starting in May and continuing through 

 October.  

Devotions begin at 7pm and include 

 Fatima prayers, the Rosary, and Marian 
hymns.  

 Light refreshments will be served at the conclu-

sion. The public is welcome to attend and cele-

brate our Blessed Mother.  The next  

Fatima  Devotion will be on  

Saturday, September 13th at 7pm. 



 

 

 

"NONE OF YOU CAN BE MY 
 DISCIPLE IF HE DOES NOT RE-

NOUNCE ALL HIS POSSESSIONS"       
 

The author of the book of wisdom writes that “the corruptible body burdens 
the soul, and earthen shelter weighs down the mind that has many con-
cerns". Whether referring to home or body, the earthen shelter is a posses-
sion which weighs down our minds, and from which we struggle to be de-
tached. Jesus says we are to renounce our possessions to be His disciple. 
That does not necessarily mean we sell our house, but we are to be detached 
from it to bear fruit as Jesus' disciples, we must be detached from our pos-
sessions. 
       

This may, for some, mean selling some of our possessions. For others, it 
means using possessions for God's kingdom. Jesus declared that no one can 
serve both God and earthly things, that is mammon. If we focus on posses-
sions, we will eventually not likeGod and even despise Him. In today's sec-
ond reading, St. Paul asked Philemon to renounce his claim on his slave 
Onesimus, his  "possessions".  
     

Paul said that by releasing Onesimus, Philemon would actually “possess him 
forever" as more than a slave, as brother in the Lord. 
    

Be a true disciple of Jesus. Renounce all your possessions so that Christ 
alone might be your wealth. 
    

Jesus, more than anything I want to be Your disciple. With your all - con-
suming love, melt away anything in my life that is an obstacle to following 
You completely.                   HAVE A BLESSED WEEKEND! 

Father Rawel’s  
Corner 

The Parish Council is sponsoring a Fundraiser 

to help cover our Parish operating expens-

es.   On Sunday Sept 28, 2025 from 1PM - 

4PM a Takeout Dinner (Ham, scalloped pota-

to, corn, roll with butter and cake) will be 

available for $15.00 per meal.  Reserve din-

ners by calling 570-841-0213 and leave a message including 

your Name, Phone Number and the number of meals desired 

or e-mail the same to  stelizabethbells@outlook,com.  

Someone will call you back to confirm your request, doing 

so will allow us to know the amount to prepare.  

The Diocese of Scranton invites you to attend 

the Pennsylvania March for Life on Monday,  

September 22nd in Harrisburg, PA!  

The Office for Parish Life is coordinating a Bus Trip to 

the March that will pick-up and drop-off at a Scranton 

location (Divine Mercy Parish, Scranton) and a Wilkes

-Barre location (St. Nicholas – St. Mary Parish, Wilkes

-Barre). Space is limited on the Bus, so be sure to register soon!  

The registration fee is $20 and includes: the bus trip to and from the 

March, a t-shirt, bus snacks, and water. We will not provide meals 

on the trip, so please pack a lunch.  

PA March for Life – Monday, September 22, 2025         

(tentative schedule, subject to change, official schedule will be 

emailed closer to the event.)     

8:15AM–Pick-Up at Divine Mercy Parish 

                312 Davis St., Scranton, PA 18505 

               Cars are allowed to remain in Divine Mercy parking lot 

until return                                   Bus departs at 8:30AM  

9:00 AM – Pick-Up at St. Nicholas-St. Mary Parish 

                226 S. Washington St. Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701 

                Cars are allowed to remain in St. Nicholas-St. Mary park-

ing lot until return                 Bus departs at 9:15AM  

11:15AM – Bus Arrives at PA State Capitol Complex  

11:00 AM – Rally Begins  

12:00 PM – PA March for Life  

1:30PM – Mass for Life 

        Saint Patrick’s Cathedral 212 State St, Harrisburg, PA 17101  

2:30PM – Return to Bus  

2:45PM – Bus Pick-Up                      Bus departs at 3PM  

5:00PM – Bus returns to St. Nicholas – St. Mary Parish  

5:45PM – Bus returns to Divine Mercy Parish  

To register, please visit dioceseofscranton.org . Space is limited on 

the bus, register today! If you have any questions, please call Brid-

get Guarnieri at (570) 207-2213 ext 1133 or email    

familylife@dioceseofscranton.org.  

Pope Leo XIV has expressed deep con-

cern for the ongoing humanitarian cri-

sis in Gaza, calling on the global Catho-

lic community to respond with mercy 

and solidarity.  Parishes in the Diocese 

of Scranton are holding a special collec-

tion to support Catholic Relief Services 

(CRS) and the Catholic Near East Welfare Association 

(CNEWA), which are providing vital emergency aid, medical 

care, and relief to those suffering in the region.  Our parish will 

take up this special collection on the weekend of Sept 6th-7th. 

Despite staggering challenges, Catholic Relief Services and its 

partners have reached 1.7 million people in Gaza since 2023 

with food, shelter, water, sanitation, and hygiene support. 

Please be generous!  

2010 Adams Ave  
Scranton 

 

Dinners include:  

 Half Chicken 

 Baked Beans,  

Cole Slaw,  

Potato Salad,  

Roll, Water and a 
Cookie. 

We look forward to welcoming back 

all returning and new students to our 

Parish’s CCD program this year. 

Classes for children in grades K-8 

will be held on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., 

beginning Sunday, September 28. 

Registration will take place after the 10:30 a.m. Mass 
in St. Elizabeth’s Parish Hall on Sunday, September 
14. Calendars will be distributed at that time. 

If you are unable to register in person, online registra-
tion is available by emailing Emily Bell and Renee Sip-
ple at saintelizabethCCD@gmail.com 
 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1756659485917
mailto:familylife@dioceseofscranton.org
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1759084683122
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1757875083134
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1757875083134
mailto:saintelizabethCCD@gmail.com








JULY 31st 
We Place in Your 

 Loving Arms 
God of love we place in your loving 
arms the thousands of innocent lives 
that were lost on that unforgettable 
morning of September 11, 2001. We 
also remember the courage of the 
countless men and women who put 
their lives at risk in order to rescue, 
alleviate and bring solace to the afflict-
ed. Help us to continue to work for a 
world free from every form of hatred, 
violence and ignorance. May terrorism 
-- in all its forms -- disappear from the 
face of the earth.  Amen.     

                    - Fr. Alberto Cutie 



Reverend and dear Father, 

Dear Parish Life Coordinator, 

Dear Parish Staff, 

Dear Catholic School Principals, 

 

As you have likely seen in the news, a deadly mass shooting took place this morning at Annunciation Catho-
lic School in Minneapolis shortly after the start of the school day during an all-school Mass at the adjacent 
Annunciation Catholic Church. 

While the details continue to unfold, tragically, two children (ages 8 and 10) are dead and at least 17 others 
(including 14 children) are injured. 

In response to this horrific situation, I have released the following statement on our Diocesan social media 
platforms. 

 “I was heartbroken and horrified to hear about the tragic shooting that took place Wednes-
 day morning during Mass at Annunciation Church in Minneapolis. I ask all people of faith to pray 
 for those who are suffering and for the healing of this deeply wounded community.“ 

             “The fact that such a violent act could happen in the middle of Mass is almost unimaginable. It is so 
 profoundly distressing to know that such violence could erupt in a place meant for prayer and peace.” 

“As we pray for the victims, their families, the parish community, the first responders, and everyone 
now carrying the weight of sorrow and fear – we ask our Blessed Mother Mary – whose Annunciation 
gave hope to the world – to intercede for all of those whose lives have been impacted by this horrible 
tragedy.” 

I know the magnitude of this tragedy weighs heavily on all of us – not only as shepherds of our peo-
ple and leaders of our school communities – but as those responsible for the safety of our worship 
spaces and school buildings. 

I want to assure you that our Diocesan Administrative staff takes these types of situations extremely 
seriously. We are continually concerned about the security of our churches, schools, and other facili-
ties, and we will continue to actively discuss steps we can take to protect our parishioners and chil-
dren. 

I urge each of you to remain vigilant, review your own local security practices as appropriate, and 
never hesitate to reach out if you have questions, concerns, or suggestions. 

Please know that while my prayers are with the victims and faithful in Minneapolis – they are also 
with you – as you continue to serve your people with care and concern. 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 

†Joseph C. Bambera 

Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.L. 
 Bishop of Scranton 

A letter from Bishop Bambera: 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1756920827126
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1756920827126

