
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary/St. Mark 
5700 Bear Creek Boulevard, Bear Creek, Pennsylvania  18602 



 

STEWARDSHIP 

September 6, 2026 

 Weekly                     $1974.00  

 Online                       $763.00 

        $2737.00 

 Diocesan                    - $60.00 

  TOTAL                     $2677.00 

         

                  Thank you for your continued generosity. 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | September 13, 2026 

SERVED BY 
   

Rev. Rawel Toppo 
Administrator 

 

rawelt81@gmail.com 
___________________ 

 
Rev. Anthony M. Urban 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. William J. Karle 
Pastor Emeritus 

__________________ 
    
PARISH WEBSITE 
     

Churchofstelizabethstmark.org 
____________________ 

 
 

 
FIND US ON  
FACEBOOK 

  
The Roman Catholic Community  
of St Elizabeth of Hungary and  

St. Mark 

St. Elizabeth Church (E)  
5700 Bear Creek Blvd  
Bear Creek, PA  18602  

St. Mark Church (M)  
1052 Bear Lake Rd  

Thornhurst, PA  18424  

Mission Statement 
Humbly guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to help people: 

~  Through prayer and worship, discover God’s desire to be in a relationship with us  ~  Discover and develop 
the gifts and talents God has bestowed on each person  ~  Share our faith in Jesus Christ through a welcoming 
community, beautiful liturgy and ongoing faith formation  ~  Be of service to one another, to the communities 

OFFICE STAFF 
   

Amanda Proch 
Business Manager 

 

stelizabethbearcreek@ 
outlook.com 

___________________ 
 

Mer Rish 
Office Secretary 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

stelimar@ptd.net 
__________________ 

    

OFFICE HOURS / PHONE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9AM—3PM 

Phone.…..……………570-472-3061 

Fax……………………..570-472-3503 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Wednesday, Friday 9:00AM 
(E) 

First Fridays —Adoration after Mass—
12Noon (E) 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday  4:00PM  (M) 

Saturday 6:00PM (E) 

Sunday 8:30AM (M) 

Sunday  10:30AM (E) 

______________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St. Mark’s Church—1/2 hr before  all 
Masses 

St. Elizabeth’s Church —1/2 hr before 
all Masses 

~ or anytime by appointment ~ 

Hospitality and God’s 

gracious love to all 

 

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on 

CTV: Catholic Television of the  

Diocese of Scranton.  

Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.  

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 p.m. and  

rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
          

Emily Bell 
Renee Sipple 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

saintelizabethccd@gmail.com 



 

This week we pray for our sick,  

elderly and homebound parishioners 

and friends,  especially… 
 

Noreen Catani Amico,   

Bobby Everett, Terry Franklin,  

Kelly Fry, Lea Furlong, James Geremia, Milo Grunza,  

Bernard Hendrzak, Erin Himes, Jake Johnson, 

 Michael Lilienthal,  Mollie Litchman,  James McClure, 

Amber Moyer, Sherry O’Malia, Carolyn Palencar, 

  Dolores Santangelo, Donald Scharf, Mary Soos,  

Byran Stanton,  Verna Stavish, John Tucker,  

 Rev. Anthony Urban,   

Hank Walker, Loretta Washick 

   Please notify the office at 570-472-3061  

when names should be removed. 

Reminder:  Please keep the above 
 PRAYER REQUEST updated and current. If 

any names need to be added or  
deleted, please contact office at  

570-472-3061.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

Fatima Devotions will be 

held every 13th of the 

month from May through 

October. Services start at 7 

pm and include: Fatima 

prayers, the Rosary, and 

Marian hymns. Light re-

freshments will be served 

again this year after the 

devotions. The public is 

welcome to attend and  

celebrate our Blessed Moth-

er. 

Sunday 
September  13, 2026 

    7:00PM 

Our Lady of Victory Church 
Harveys Lake, PA  18618 

Our parish office hours are 
Tuesday - Wednesday 

9:00am—3:00pm. 

is now open 

 

 
 

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12—SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 
 
SATURDAY, SEPT 12  
    

4:00pm (M)   Annette Marie Barbini  Req. Charlie & Elaine Morehead 

6:00pm (E)    Mildred Kratz McGroarty  Req. by Joan Hannon 
   

SUNDAY, SEPT 13            24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8:30am (M)   For the Parishioners 

10:30am (E)  David M. Soda  Req. by  Theodore & Diane Haas 

      

MONDAY, SEPT 14 

9:00am (E)     NO MASS 

                      

TUESDAY, SEPT 15 

9:00am (E)     NO MASS 

 

WEDNESDAY, SEPT 16         

9:00am (E)    NO MASS 

                 

THURSDAY, SEPT 17 

9:00am (E)    NO MASS   
 
FRIDAY, SEPT 18  
    

9:00am (E)   NO MASS 
  
SATURDAY, SEPT 19         

4:00pm (M)  Eugene & George Cooney   Req. Kathy & Steve Rector 

6:00pm (E)  Paul Dec    Req. by Joan Hannon 
    

SUNDAY, SEPT 20          25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

8:30am (M)     Ralph Nordmark   Req. by Kevin & Chrissy Nordmark 

10:30am (E)    Joseph Kachurak   Req. by Tom & Sue Kozerski 

Sept. 22nd 
and  

Sept. 23rd 



Church of Our Lady of the Abingtons under Pas-
tor, Rev. Arbogaste Satoun, holds their Annual 
Fall Festival on Saturday, September 19 (5PM -

10PM) and Sunday, September 20 (Noon - 6PM) 
on the beautiful church grounds at 207 Semi-

nary Road in Dalton, PA 

  CCD begins September 20th  
    

We look forward to welcoming 
back all returning students and 
welcoming new students to our 
parish’s CCD program this year! 

Classes for children in grades K
–8 will be held on Sundays at 
9:30 a.m., beginning Sunday, 
September 20. 

St. Elizabeth/St. Mark Parish Fund Raiser 

The red Sanctuary Lamp located near the Taber-

nacle burns to remind us of the sacramental 

presence of Jesus Christ.. 

It is a mark of honor to remind the faithful of the 

presence of Christ, and is a profession of their 

love and affection. 

If you wish to have the Sanctuary Lamp burning in memory 

of a loved one, to honor a special occasion, or a special inten-

tion make arrangements with the Parish Office.  The cost of 

the candle is $10.00.  It will burn for one 

week.  The memorial will be published in 

the Bulletin. 

The Bread and Wine is also available as well 

for $20.00. 

When contributing to the 
Catholic Ministries Appeal 
(Diocesan Annual Appeal), 
please mail contribution di-

rectly to the diocese in enve-
lope provided.  DO NOT DROP 

IN COLLECTION BASKET and 
please 

DO NOT SEND CASH! 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1789828475638
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1789914875639
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1789913865151
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1789913865151


September 12th 





  

 
December 26th 

GOSPEL MEDITATION -  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING  

OF SCRIPTURE 
  

In my parish, there was once a new employee who frequent-

ly told me she was sorry for various imperfections in her 

work. It could be a little tiring. I finally told her, “You 

know, you don’t have to say ‘sorry’ so often.” She looked 

me right in the eyes and said, “Father, you’re right. I’m sor-

ry.” Her ear-to-ear grin betrayed that she enjoyed the irony 

— and that she would keep asking for forgiveness as often 

as she needed it. 

The Gospel reading this week proclaims to us that God, in 

Jesus, delights in numerous requests for, and the granting of, 

forgiveness. To Peter’s question, “Lord, if my brother sins 

against me, how often must I forgive? As many as seven 

times?” Jesus responds, “I say to you, not seven times but 

seventy-seven times.” In other words, Peter, stop counting.  

Christian life should be marked by a commitment to fre-

quent forgiveness. God never tires of forgiving us. His limit-

less love has overcome the power of vengeance, hatred, and 

division. We tap into that each and every time we ask for 

forgiveness or extend it to another.  

How beautiful our hearts become when they become accus-

tomed to frequent forgiveness! How joyful and attractive 

become our marriages, families, and parish communities! 

How light our souls feel when unburdened by the habit of 

keeping score.   

Challenge: Name one thing, small or large, for which you 

could ask forgiveness from someone in your life. Then do it.   

— Father John Muir                      ©LPi 

 RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY 

 MOMENTS—by Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
    

Mercy You Can Feel 

“You qualify for forgiveness,” I heard the woman on the other end of the phone tell 
me, and I surprised myself by starting to weep.  

I had called the hospital system’s financial services department to set up a payment 
plan on a balance I owed after having some unexpected scans and tests. I was hop-
ing to minimize the dent our family’s savings took — transform one devastating 
wallop into a series of more easily absorbed blows, so to speak. 

Imagine my surprise when I realized the hospital was pulling its punch. If you have 
ever had a financial debt forgiven, you know the relief that came over me in that 
moment.  

It wasn’t until a little later that the guilt set in. I know so many people who have medical debt. Why was I able to get out of 
paying, and they were not?  

But the cold, hard truth is that I didn’t “get out” of anything. My insurance, for which I pay, had given the hospital enough 
money to cover the true cost of the procedures. That balance would merely have increased the hospital’s profit.  

Make no mistake: capitalism does not forgive. 

If you describe the Sacrament of Reconciliation to someone unfamiliar with theology, chances are they’ll think God is a 
chump. “You get to go in, say you’re sorry, and leave — and everything’s just fine?” someone once asked me in disbelief. 

Well, yeah. That’s forgiveness.  

Real mercy cannot be budgeted. It must be given recklessly, extravagantly, against all reason. It must cost the giver. It 
must scandalize any accountant worth his salt. And no one “qualifies.”  

If I can’t wrap my head around the idea, it might mean I’m stuck in a for-profit paradigm of justice. It might just mean that 
I need to engage more in real mercy. Mercy I can feel.                                                                                            ©LPi 



 

September 8th 


