
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary/St. Mark 
5700 Bear Creek Boulevard, Bear Creek, Pennsylvania  18602 



STEWARDSHIP 

Aug 17, 2025 
 

 Weekly                 $2591.00  

 Online                 +$868.00 

          Holy Day                 +$260.00 

                  $3719.00 

         Diocesan                       -$.00 

 TOTAL:                $3719.00  
    

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME |   AUGUST 24, 2025 

SERVED BY 
   

Rev. Rawel Toppo 
Administrator 

 

rawelt81@gmail.com 
___________________ 

 
Rev. Anthony M. Urban 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. William J. Karle 
Pastor Emeritus 

__________________ 
    
PARISH WEBSITE 
     

Churchofstelizabethstmark.org 
____________________ 

 
 

 
FIND US ON  
FACEBOOK 

  
The Roman Catholic Community  
of St Elizabeth of Hungary and  

St. Mark 

St. Elizabeth Church (E) 
5700 Bear Creek Blvd 
Bear Creek, PA  18602 

St. Mark Church (M) 
1052 Bear Lake Rd 

Thornhurst, PA  18424 

Mission Statement 
Humbly guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to help people: 

~  Through prayer and worship, discover God’s desire to be in a relationship with us  ~  Discover and develop 
the gifts and talents God has bestowed on each person  ~  Share our faith in Jesus Christ through a welcoming 
community, beautiful liturgy and ongoing faith formation  ~  Be of service to one another, to the communities 

in which we live and especially to those in need.  ~   

OFFICE STAFF 
   

Amanda Proch 
Business Manager 

 

stelizabethbearcreek@ 
outlook.com 

___________________ 
 

Mer Rish 
Office Secretary 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

stelimar@ptd.net 
__________________ 

    

OFFICE HOURS / PHONE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9AM—3PM 

Phone.…..……………570-472-3061 

Fax……………………..570-472-3503 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Wednesday, Friday 9:00AM 
(E) 

First Fridays —Adoration after Mass—
12Noon (E) 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday  4:00PM  (M) 

Saturday 6:00PM (E) 

Sunday 8:30AM (M) 

Sunday  10:30AM (E) 

______________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St. Mark’s Church—1/2 hr before  all 
Masses 

St. Elizabeth’s Church —1/2 hr before 
all Masses 

~ or anytime by appointment ~ 

Hospitality and God’s 

gracious love to all 

 

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on 

CTV: Catholic Television of the  

Diocese of Scranton.  

Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.  

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 p.m. and  

rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
          

Emily Bell 
Renee Sipple 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

saintelizabethccd@gmail.com 



This week we pray for our sick, 

elderly and homebound  

parishioners and friends, 

 especially… 

Noreen Catani Amico,  

Andrew Chismar, Lea Furlong, Tyrone Gayeski, 

 Bernard Hendrzak, Jake Johnson,  

Joseph Kachurak, Patrick Kildea, 

Michael Lilienthal, Mollie Litchman,  

Carolyn Palencar, Richard Sawicki, Mary Soos, 

Byran Stanton, John Tucker,  

Rev. Anthony Urban, Gary Walker,  

Hank Walker, Loretta Washick 
   

 Please notify office when names should be  

removed.   570-472-3061 

 
 
 

 
Saturday, August 23, 2025 —Sunday, August 31, 2025 

 
 
Sat, AUG 23        
         

       4:00pm (M)     Memorial Mass for Ron Petro 

   Family 
 

         6:00pm (E)       Larry Youngblood Jr. 

   Debbie & Rich Mitchell 
       

 Sun, AUG 24       
    

         8:30am (M)    Francis Michael 

   Chrissy & Kevin Nordmark 
 

        10:30am (E)    David M. Soda 

   Ted & Diane Haas 
 

 Mon, AUG 25 
    

         9:00am (E)    Joseph Dotzel                 
 

Tues, AUG 26  
     

         9:00am (E)    Carolyn Maurer 

   Barbara Chalk    

Wed,  AUG 27 
    

         9:00am (E)    Filip Peixoto (Brother-in-Law) 
 

      

Thurs, AUG 28     
     

         9:00am (E)       NO MASS   
       

 

Fri, AUG 29          

        9:00am (E)     Helen Orloski 

   Alice Lance 

         

Sat, AUG 306 

 

      4:00pm (M)      Tom & Carol Silvi 

   Liz & John Strasberger & Family 
 

       6:00pm (E)       Joseph Tucker 

   John & Ann Tucker   

Sun, AUG 31   
         

       8:30am (M)      Annette Marie Barbini 

   Charlie & Elaine Morehead  
 

      10:30am (E)         Mrs. Anna Cox 

   Theodore & Diane Haas 

TRIDUUM MASS  
HONORING  

ST. JOSEPH THE  
WORKER 

Next weekend, August 29 - 
31, the Oblates of St. Jo-
seph will host their annual 
Labor Day Triduum of 
Masses honoring St. Joseph 

the Worker in their chapel located at Route 
315, Laflin. Masses will be offered each day at 
12 Noon only. Confessions will precede all 
Masses and devotions to St. Joseph the Work-
er will follow. On Labor Day morning (Sept. 
1), a special Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 
a.m. for all area workers and the unem-
ployed. Bread will be blessed & distributed to 
all as a symbol of the fruit of our labor.  

for 2026 are now available. 

 

Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross—Aug 9th 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe—Aug 14th 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1756493650898


 

 

 

GOD'S INCLUSIVE  
INVITATION 
       

 

In today's readings, Jesus speaks about the kingdom of God and 
the cost of discipleship. He invites us to reflect on our commit-
ment to Him, even if challenges, and on our role in building a 
community of love and unity. 
       

The first reading shows the return of God's people to Jerusalem 
- a sign that God keeps His promises and restores us to Himself. 
He sends us to proclaim the good news to all. 
     

The Gospel highlights the final judgment at the gate of God's 
kingdom, urging us to make right choices and form a true rela-
tionship with God. In a world seeking shortcuts and instant re-
sults, Jesus calls us to take the narrow path - the way of disci-
pline and depth. It is this road that leads to divine revelation. 
Christ reminds us that while the invitation to His feast is open 
to all, we must actively prepare and persevere to enter. We do 
this by staying focused, using every opportunity to grow in 
faith, and embracing His inclusive love and discipline. 
    

Today, let us ask ourselves: what principle guides my choices 
when faced with two paths? 
    

Lord, help us to follow you with open hearts and minds. Guide 
us as we walk along the narrow path. Give us the strength to 
embrace our cross and stay faithful to You on our journey. 
    
HAVE A BLESSED WEEKEND! 

Father Rawel’s  
Corner 

 

darkness overshadowed enemy troops, leading them to attack 

one another. 

In the 14th century the image was transferred to Jasna Gora 

in Poland as an answer to a request made in a dream of 

Prince Ladislaus of Opola. The history of the image is better 

documented while in his care. 

In 1382 Tartars invaded the prince’s fortress at Belz, and 

during the attack one of the Tartar arrows struck the painting 

and lodged in the neck of the Madonna. The prince, fearful 

that the image would fall into the enemy's hands, fled during 

the night, and stopped in the town of Czestochowa. 

The painting was placed inside a small church, and the prince 

later had a Pauline monastery and church built at the location 

to ensure the painting's safety. 

However, in 1430 the Hussites overran the monastery, at-

tempting to take the image. In the process one of the looters 

took the painting and put it into a wagon and tried to drive 

away. But when the horses refused to move, he struck the 

painting twice with his sword. As he raised his hand to strike 

it again, he suddenly fell over writhing in pain and died. 

Despite previous attempts to repair the scars from the arrow 

and the blows from the sword, restorers had trouble in cover-

ing them up since the painting was done with tempera in-

fused with diluted wax. The marks remain visible to this day. 

Later, in 1655 when Poland was entirely overrun by King 

Charles X of Sweden, only the area surrounding the monas-

tery remained unconquered. Miraculously, the monks who 

lived there were somehow able to defend the portrait 

throughout a 40-day siege, and Poland was eventually able to 

drive out the invaders. 

After the miraculous event, King John II Casimir Vasa 

crowned the image of Our Lady of Czestochowa as Queen of 

Poland, placing the entire country under her care and protec-

tion. 

More recent stories surrounding the image involve the Rus-

sian invasion of Poland in 1920, holding that when the Rus-

sian army was gathering on the banks of the Vistula River 

and threatening Warsaw, they saw an image of Our Lady in 

the clouds over the city, prompting them to withdraw. 

The image of Our Lady of Czestochowa gets its nickname 

"Black Madonna" from the soot residue which discolors the 

painting because of centuries of votive lights and candles 

burned in front of it. 

Since the fall of communism in Poland, pilgrimages to the 

image have significantly increased. 

Częstochowa is regarded as the most popular shrine in Po-

land, with many Polish Catholics making a pilgrimage 

there every year. Since 1711, a pilgrimage leaves Warsaw 

every 6 August for the nine-day, 140-mile trek. Elderly pil-

grims recall stealing through the dark countryside at great 

personal risk during the Nazi occupation. Pope John Paul 

II secretly visited as a student pilgrim during World War II. 

Our Lady of Czestochowa—
August 26th 

Our Lady of Czestochowa is also known 

as the "Black Madonna". 

The image, which has been crowned the 
"Queen of Poland" and is highly venerated throughout Europe, is a 
given stop for any Pope who visits the country. 
 
Legend has it the image dates to the time of the Twelve Apostles, 

and was painted by the hand of St. Luke the Evangelist, who is 

believed to have used a tabletop from a table built by Jesus during 

his time as a carpenter. 

According to the legend, it was while Luke was painting Mary that 

she recounted to him the events in the life of Jesus that would 

eventually be used in his Gospel. 

The same legend states that when St. Helen came to Jerusalem in 

326 AD to look for the true Cross, she also happened to find this 

image of Our Lady. She then gave it as a gift to her son Constan-

tine, who built a shrine to venerate it. 

In a major battle with the Saracens, the image was displayed from 

the walls of Constantinople, and the Saracen army was subsequent-

ly defeated, leading many to credit the portrait with saving the city. 

The image eventually fell to the care of Charlemagne, who present-

ed it to Prince Leo of Ruthenia (northwest Hungary). It was placed 

in the Ruthenian palace where it remained until an invasion in the 

11th century. 

Fearful for the fate of his city, the king prayed to Our Lady to assist 

his small army. The result, according to legend, was that a (cont.) 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1755613759759
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1755613759761
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Occupation_of_Poland_(1939-1945)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_Paul_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_Paul_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://www.ewtn.com/library/MARY/BLACKMA.htm








JULY 31st 



All students in grades 7-12 are invited to participate in the 
2025 Diocesan Youth Rally! 

     

The theme of our third annual Diocesan Youth Rally will be: An-
chored in Hope: ¡Viva Cristo Rey!   Come dive deep into who we 
anchor our hope in as Catholics and learn how to be the anchor of 
hope in today’s world. It will be a day to deepen your faith, make 
new friends, and experience fun and fellowship! 
    

The Diocesan Youth Rally will take place at Notre Dame High 
School in East Stroudsburg from 1:30 – 8 p.m. Check-in opens at 
12:30 pm.   The youth will hear from people such as Dan Harms, a 
well-known Catholic performer and inspirational speaker, and 
music by the Scally Brothers, a dynamic brother duo from Toledo 
Ohio, and many more. 
    

Additionally, the participants will experience Adoration with other 
young Catholics and Mass with Bishop Bambera. Registration 
includes dinner and a t-shirt. 

Registration closes September 13. 

We will be hiking the Falls Loop Trail which spans 3.2 miles 

and features 17 waterfalls! Throughout the hike we will be 

pausing to pray the joyful mysteries of the Rosary. The hike 

will take about 3 hours and following the hike all are welcome 

for fellowship at the Crooked Creek Pub & Restaurant. Must 

be 21-40 to attend.   For more info contact: 

Program Coordinator, Family Life: 
 

 

 

Join the monthly Theology on Tap Gathering of the Young 

Adult Ministry of the Diocese of Scranton. Each month we 

gather at Sabatini’s Bar & Bottleshop with a new speaker who 

discusses a variety of topics of faith. For Ages 21-40, $5 Cov-

er at the door, includes soft drinks and Pizza!  

Bridget Guarnieri 

570-207-2213, ext. 1133 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1755439034273
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1757771834326
tel:57020722131133

