
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary/St. Mark 
5700 Bear Creek Boulevard, Bear Creek, Pennsylvania  18602 



STEWARDSHIP 

Oct 19, 2025 
 

 Weekly                   $2657.00  

 Online                     $939.00 

        $3596.00 

                Diocesan             -$120.00 

        TOTAL:           $3476.00  

Thank you for your continued generosity. 
 

The Parish Budget is set at $5000. 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | OCTOBER 26, 2025 

SERVED BY 
   

Rev. Rawel Toppo 
Administrator 

 

rawelt81@gmail.com 
___________________ 

 
Rev. Anthony M. Urban 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. William J. Karle 
Pastor Emeritus 

__________________ 
    
PARISH WEBSITE 
     

Churchofstelizabethstmark.org 
____________________ 

 
 

 
FIND US ON  
FACEBOOK 

  
The Roman Catholic Community  
of St Elizabeth of Hungary and  

St. Mark 

St. Elizabeth Church (E) 
5700 Bear Creek Blvd 
Bear Creek, PA  18602 

St. Mark Church (M) 
1052 Bear Lake Rd 

Thornhurst, PA  18424 

Mission Statement 
Humbly guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to help people: 

~  Through prayer and worship, discover God’s desire to be in a relationship with us  ~  Discover and develop 
the gifts and talents God has bestowed on each person  ~  Share our faith in Jesus Christ through a welcoming 
community, beautiful liturgy and ongoing faith formation  ~  Be of service to one another, to the communities 

in which we live and especially to those in need.  ~   

OFFICE STAFF 
   

Amanda Proch 
Business Manager 

 

stelizabethbearcreek@ 
outlook.com 

___________________ 
 

Mer Rish 
Office Secretary 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

stelimar@ptd.net 
__________________ 

    

OFFICE HOURS / PHONE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9AM—3PM 

Phone.…..……………570-472-3061 

Fax……………………..570-472-3503 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Wednesday, Friday 9:00AM 
(E) 

First Fridays —Adoration after Mass—
12Noon (E) 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday  4:00PM  (M) 

Saturday 6:00PM (E) 

Sunday 8:30AM (M) 

Sunday  10:30AM (E) 

______________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St. Mark’s Church—1/2 hr before  all 
Masses 

St. Elizabeth’s Church —1/2 hr before 
all Masses 

~ or anytime by appointment ~ 

Hospitality and God’s 

gracious love to all 

 

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on 

CTV: Catholic Television of the  

Diocese of Scranton.  

Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.  

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 p.m. and  

rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
          

Emily Bell 
Renee Sipple 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

saintelizabethccd@gmail.com 



This week we pray for our sick, 

elderly and homebound  

parishioners and friends, 

 especially… 

Noreen Catani Amico, Laurie Ayre, 

Lea Furlong, Kevin Gardner,  

Bernard Hendrzak, Erin Himes, Jake Johnson,  

Joseph Kachurak, Patrick Kildea, 

Michael Lilienthal, Mollie Litchman,  

Carolyn Palencar, Mary Soos, Byran Stanton, 

Verna Stavish, John Tucker,  

Rev. Anthony Urban, Gary Walker,  

Hank Walker, Loretta Washick 
   

 Please notify office when names should be  

removed.   570-472-3061 

 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, Oct 25, 2025 —Sunday, Nov 2, 2025 
 
Sat, OCT 25        
         

       4:00pm (M)     William & Rose Kearns 

   Joan & Lee Potter 
 

         6:00pm (E)      Joyce & Joe Collins 

   Nancy Neale 
 

 Sun, OCT 26       
    

         8:30am (M)    For the Parishioners 
 

        10:30am (E)    Mary Grourke 

   St. Elizabeth’s Choir 

 Mon, OCT 27         
    

         9:00am (E)    NO MASS 
   

                 

Tues, OCT 28 
     

         9:00am (E)    NO MASS 
      

Wed,  OCT 29 
    

         9:00am (E)    NO MASS 
      

Thurs, OCT 30 
     

         9:00am (E)    NO MASS   
       

 

Fri,  OCT 31               
 

        9:00am (E)     NO MASS   
          

Sat, NOV 1 

      4:00pm (M)      Katherine & Patricia A. Kearns 

   Joan & Lee Potter 
 

       6:00pm (E)      All Souls Day Intentions 
 

Sun,  NOV 2   
         

       8:30am (M)    All Souls Day Intentions 
 

      10:30am (E)       Edward Shiner 

   Dr. Diane Polachek & Family   

Please keep Father Rawel in your prayers as he will 
be away on Convocation this coming week.  

 Please remember there will be no weekday Masses 
celebrated. 

All  Souls’ Day  —  November 2nd 
12 NOON 

The Church has traditionally remem-
bered all the faithful departed during the month 
of November. As part of this celebration, we at  
St. Elizabeth of Hungary & St. Mark Church 
will remember in a special way all those from 
our parish community who have died during 
the past 12 months. When a person dies, not 
only is the family affected, so also is the parish 
community. And so, therefore,  we desire to 
celebrate as a community at our  Mass of Re-
membrance. 

 Our celebration is scheduled for Sun-
day, November 2nd, All Souls’ Day, at 12:00 
noon at St. Elizabeth Church.  During our 
Mass, those buried from our parish from No-
vember 1, 2024 - October 31, 2025 will be 
prayed for by name.  A special Remembrance 
Candle will be lit in their memory and then pre-
sented to the family. 
 As a parish family we still remember 
everyone who has died. We are aware of their 
families’ grief that they are still experiencing, 
and so, we invite all to light a candle in their 
loved ones’ memory. We hope you will be able 
to join us. 



 

 

 

HUMILITY OPENS THE DOOR TO 
GRACE 
 

The First Book of Sirach invites us to 
live with open eyes and open hearts; to truly see and feel the 
world around us. It urges us to examine our attitude towards 
the marginalized, the poor, the downtrodden and the suffer-
ing. God is not indifferent, He hears the prayers and re-
sponds with compassion, mercy, and justice. 
 
In the second reading, we hear the bold testimony of St. 
Paul: " I have fought the good fight; I have finished the race. " 
His journey, marked not by comfort by endurance, reflect the 
courage of faith sustained even when abandoned by others, 
because God never leaves our side. 
 
The Gospel challenges us to embrace humility and allow 
prayer to transform us. Prayer, then, becomes a sacred dia-
logue - not to alter God's will, but to open ourselves to trans-
formation. This leads to profound self-reflection: Am I allow-
ing prayer to reshape me? Or am I simply seeking to bend 
outcomes to my desires? Mother Teresa of Kolkata showed 
that prayer is not just something we say quietly, but some-
thing we live. Through their actions, kindness, and courage, 
they demonstrated a deep care for people who were often 
ignored or mistreated. 
 
May the Lord, our God open our hearts to compassion, our 
soul to humility, and our lives to prayer. Transform us into a 
person who serves, loves, endures, and uplifts others al-
ways. 
 
HAVE A WONDERFUL WEEKEND! 

Father Rawel’s  
Corner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The University of Scranton, one of America’s premier col-
leges, will host two Open House events for prospective 
students and their families on Sunday, Oct. 26, 
and Sunday, Nov. 9. 
For additional information, contact Scranton’s Admissions 
Office at 1-888-SCRANTON or visit Scranton’s Open 
House webpage. 

 

The ROYAL family is opening its doors! 

Visit OPEN HOUSE Sunday, November 2, 
1:00-3:00 p.m.   

Talk to students, faculty, and coaches to 
learn why you belong in the Holy Redeemer family. 

HOLY REDEEMER HIGH SCHOOL 

159 South Pennsylvania Blvd., Wilkes-Barre 

570-829-2424 

Faith and Family Night with the WBS Pen-
guins!! 

Join us for a night of thrilling hockey and heartfelt 

performances at Faith and Family Night! Friday, 

November 14th, 2025, come out with the Diocese of Scranton to 

cheer on the Penguins as they take on the Islanders, and enjoy 

an evening filled with music, dance, and family fun! This night 

is open to people of all ages, so bring your family, friends and 

neighbors as we come together as a diocesan family. Gates 

Open at 6:00pm, Puck drops at 7:05pm. To purchase discounted 

tickets visit:www.dioceseofscranton.org or go to  

https://www.gofevo.com/event/Diocesescranton3. 

NOV 2nd 

The parish of St Elizabeth/St Mark will 

be hosting a Family 

Style Thanksgiving Dinner (free of 

charge / good will offering appreciat-

ed) on Thursday Nov27 at 3 PM in 

the Father Urban Parish Center.  All 

are invited.  To prepare adequate amounts of food, 

we will need to know how many will be attend-

ing.  We ask that you please call 570-851-0213 or e-

mail  to indicate your intention and the number in 

your party.  Please include your name, phone num-

ber and the number of people that will be attending.  

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1759684363545
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1759684363548
https://admissions.scranton.edu/visit/open-house-register.shtml
https://admissions.scranton.edu/visit/open-house-register.shtml
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1763138569499
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1763138569499
http://www.dioceseofscranton.org/
https://www.gofevo.com/event/Diocesescranton3
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1764262800000
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1764267317066








  

OCTOBER 18-19, 2025 

 

Halloween is over, Bub.  It’s All 
Saints Day.  Beat It!!! 



Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles 

Feast Day —October 28th 
Quote: 

In those days he departed to the mountain to pray, and he spent the 

night in prayer to God. When day came, he called his disciples to him-

self, and from them he chose Twelve, whom he also named apostles: 

Simon, whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew, James, John, 

Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, 

Simon who was called a Zealot, and Judas the son of James, and Ju-

das Iscariot, who became a traitor.  

Reflection: Today, the Church honors Saints Simon and Jude, two of 

the Twelve Apostles chosen by our Lord. They were two of the first 

bishops through whom our Lord established His Church and from 

whom every bishop, priest, and deacon is a spiritual descendant. 

Very little is known about these two Apostles, other than what is 

briefly mentioned about them in the New Testament, and even that is 

a little confusing. They are both listed among the Twelve whom Jesus 

names Apostles:  

Today’s Simon is not Simon Peter, the Prince of the Apostles, but rather “Simon the Cananean” (Matthew and Mark) 

and “Simon the Zealot” (Luke and Acts). Both names mean the same thing. “Cananean” does not refer to the Land of 

Canaan but is a translation of an Aramaic word meaning “zealous.” 

It’s interesting to note that Jesus chose a variety of different people as His Apostles. Perhaps the most stark contrast 

is found between Simon the Zealot and Matthew the tax collector. As a zealot, Simon would have been very commit-

ted to his Jewish identity and would have been firmly opposed to Roman oppression and taxation. He would have 

had an immediate aversion to Matthew, who previously served the Romans by collecting taxes for them from the 

Jews. The fact that Jesus did not choose like-minded Apostles shows His inclusion of all people. Jesus did not have a 

favorite type of person. He was not bound by cultural ties, ideologies, or social classes. He was not nationalistic in 

the sense of being a separatist or isolationist. He was interested in all people, those of every background and experi-

ence, and His Apostles reveal that fact. Jesus might have chosen Simon because He wanted to reach out to those who 

were firmly committed to their Jewish heritage, traditions, and beliefs, and Simon was able to reach those people. 

Jude is referred to as “Judas son of James” (Luke and Acts) and “Thaddeus” (Matthew and Mark). The only other 

reference that is certain about Jude comes from John’s Gospel during the Last Supper in which Jude is referred to as 

“Judas, not the Iscariot…” During the Last Supper, Jesus compassionately instructed His Apostles that He would 

soon be leaving them, but they should have courage and wait for His Advocate, the Holy Spirit. Jude, expressing a 

bit of confusion, asked Jesus, “Master, [then] what happened that you will reveal yourself to us and not to the 

world?” In other words, Jude was asking Jesus why He doesn’t just manifest His divinity to everyone, in a clear and 

convincing way, so that they will all believe in Him. Jesus’ answer is mysterious, but He essentially points out that 

belief in Him must come by the inspired gift of faith, and that obedience to that faith, and to the will of God, will re-

sult in divine union. 

There is also a reference in two of the Gospels identifying Simon and Jude as Jesus’ brothers: “Is he not the carpen-

ter’s son? Is not his mother named Mary and his brothers James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas?” However, most scholars 

today believe these two are not the same as the Apostles but are cousins of Jesus. It was custom at that time to refer 

to one’s cousin as brother or sister. It is possible that the Judas identified as Jesus’ brother is the author of the Epistle 

of Jude in the New Testament, rather than the Apostle. However, that point is debated, and even Pope Benedict XVI 

at a General Audience in 2006 pointed to the tradition that the Epistle of Jude was, indeed, written by the Apostle. If 

that’s the case, then it might be that these two Judes are one and the same. 



Regarding their deaths, nothing is known other than unreliable apocryphal sources, such as the Passion of Simon and 

Jude, and other fourth-century and later sources. One of the most common traditions is that Simon and Jude traveled 

to Persia to preach the Gospel and were both killed there in the year 65. Simon is traditionally believed to have been 

sawed in half, and Jude is traditionally believed to have been beaten with a club. They often appear in sacred art 

holding the instruments of their deaths. Other traditions state they ministered in Armenia, Beirut, Lebanon, Roman 

Britain, Egypt, and/or Samaria and died by arrows, crucifixion, and even a peaceful death. 

The Epistle that has been traditionally attributed to Saint Jude the Apostle is a short but passionate letter in which he 

warns all Christians against immorality and heresy trying to enter the early Church. Some suggest it is for this reason 

that he is named Patron Saint of Hopeless Causes, because of his passionate plea. Another tradition states that be-

cause Jude shared a name with Judas Iscariot, the betrayer, Saint Jude’s intercession was rarely sought. However, 

after the intercession of every other Apostle and saint was sought, people in the early Church would turn to Saint 

Jude as their last hope. There are many ancient traditions holding that Saint Jude has provided many miracles 

throughout the centuries. 
As we honor these Apostles, what we know for certain is that they were instrumental in the early Church. Being 

among the first bishops, they bore the sacred responsibility of transmitting the Sacraments and the teachings of Jesus 

to a nascent Church. One day in Heaven, we will see clearly the effects of their pastoral ministry. Today, we rejoice 

in what we do not fully know, trusting that their lives gave great glory to God and won the salvation of many souls. 
    

Their Feast Day is observed together as they were said to have suffered martyrdom together. 
    

Prayer: Saints Simon and Jude, you were both privileged to learn from Jesus Himself. After His Ascension, you were 

among the first to receive the Holy Spirit and ordination as bishops. God used you to then go forth and fulfill His 

command to share the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Please pray for me, that I will more fully understand my mis-

sion within the Body of Christ and will fulfill my duties with diligence and love. Saints Simon and Jude, pray for me. 

Jesus, I trust in You. 

``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 

 

 

All Saints’ Day, celebrated on November 1, 
honors all saints of the Christian Church, both known and unknown, 

and is observed with various traditions across different denomina-

tions. 

Significance and Observance 

All Saints’ Day, also known as All Hallows’ Day or Hallowmas, is a Christian solemnity dedicated to honor all saints 

who have attained heaven.  It is celebrated on November 1 in Western Christianity, while the Eastern Orthodox 

Church observe it on the first Sunday after Pentecost..  The day serves as a reminder of the spiritual bond between 

the living and the saints, emphasizing the belief in the “Church triumphant” (those in heaven) and the “Church mili-

tant” (the living believers). 

Historical Background 

The origins of All Saints’ Day can be traced back to the early Christian Church, with various feasts commemorating 

martyrs held on different dates.  The formal establishment of November 1 as All Saints’ day is attributed to Pope 

Gregory III in the 8th century, who dedicated a chapel in St. Peter’s Basilica to all saints.  The day is part of a three-

day observance that begins with Halloween (October 31) and is followed by All Souls’ Day (November 2), which 

honors the faithful departed. 

Traditions and Celebrations 

• Mass Attendance: In the Roman Catholic Church, All Saints’ Day is a Holy Day of Obligation, meaning that 

Catholics are required to attend Mass unless they have a valid excuse. 

• Remembrance: Many Christians use this day to remember and celebrate the lives of saints, including those who 

have personally influenced their faith. 

• Cultural Practices:  Various cultural practices may accompany the observance, such as lighting candles, visiting 

graves, and sharing saint stories. 


