
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary/St. Mark 
5700 Bear Creek Boulevard, Bear Creek, Pennsylvania  18602 



STEWARDSHIP 

Mar 1, 2026 

 Weekly                       $2415.00  

 Online                        $813.00 

          $3228.00 

                Diocesan                   -$105.00 

        TOTAL                 $3123.00 
     

     

              Thank you for your continued generosity. 

Budget is set at $5000 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT| March 8, 2026 

SERVED BY 
   

Rev. Rawel Toppo 
Administrator 

 

rawelt81@gmail.com 
___________________ 

 
Rev. Anthony M. Urban 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. William J. Karle 
Pastor Emeritus 

__________________ 
    
PARISH WEBSITE 
     

Churchofstelizabethstmark.org 
____________________ 

 
 

 
FIND US ON  
FACEBOOK 

  
The Roman Catholic Community  
of St Elizabeth of Hungary and  

St. Mark 

St. Elizabeth Church (E)  
5700 Bear Creek Blvd  
Bear Creek, PA  18602  

St. Mark Church (M)  
1052 Bear Lake Rd  

Thornhurst, PA  18424  

Mission Statement 
Humbly guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to help people: 

~  Through prayer and worship, discover God’s desire to be in a relationship with us  ~  Discover and develop 
the gifts and talents God has bestowed on each person  ~  Share our faith in Jesus Christ through a welcoming 
community, beautiful liturgy and ongoing faith formation  ~  Be of service to one another, to the communities 

in which we live and especially to those in need.  ~   

OFFICE STAFF 
   

Amanda Proch 
Business Manager 

 

stelizabethbearcreek@ 
outlook.com 

___________________ 
 

Mer Rish 
Office Secretary 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

stelimar@ptd.net 
__________________ 

    

OFFICE HOURS / PHONE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9AM—3PM 

Phone.…..……………570-472-3061 

Fax……………………..570-472-3503 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Wednesday, Friday 9:00AM 
(E) 

First Fridays —Adoration after Mass—
12Noon (E) 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday  4:00PM  (M) 

Saturday 6:00PM (E) 

Sunday 8:30AM (M) 

Sunday  10:30AM (E) 

______________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St. Mark’s Church—1/2 hr before  all 
Masses 

St. Elizabeth’s Church —1/2 hr before 
all Masses 

~ or anytime by appointment ~ 

Hospitality and God’s 

gracious love to all 

 

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on 

CTV: Catholic Television of the  

Diocese of Scranton.  

Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.  

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 p.m. and  

rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
          

Emily Bell 
Renee Sipple 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

saintelizabethccd@gmail.com 



This week we pray for our sick, el-

derly and homebound parishioners 

and friends,  especially… 
 

Noreen Catani Amico, 

 Ginny Corcoran, Richard Emmert, Lea Furlong, 

Kevin Gardner, James Geremia,  

Bernard Hendrzak, Erin Himes, Jake Johnson, 

 Joseph Kachurak, Patrick Kildea,  

Michael Lilienthal, Mollie Litchman,  

Amber Moyer, Carolyn Palencar, Donald Scharf, 

Mary Soos, Byran Stanton, Verna Stavish, Scott 

Tiger, John Tucker,  Rev. Anthony Urban, 

 Hank Walker, Loretta Washick, Michelle Welebob 
   

 Please notify office when names should be  

removed.   570-472-3061 

THE MOST BLESSED  
SACRAMENT IS RESERVED IN 

OUR CHURCH 
 

We respectfully ask that all 
observe a reverent silence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 7, 2026 —Sunday, March 15, 2026 
 

Sat, MAR 7        
         

       4:00pm (M)     Richard Broderick 

   Paul & Lind Lukasiewicz  
     

      6:00pm (E)      For the Souls in Purgatory  

  

 Sun, MAR 8    
    

      8:30am (M)     For the Parishioners 
 

     10:30am (E)     Gary Walker 
   Stan & Jean Swaintek   

 Mon, MAR 9          
    

      9:00am (E)     Richard Broderick 

   St. Catherine’s Music Ministry 
                 

Tues, Mar 10 
     

       9:00am (E) Lucille Hume 

   The Carlson Family  
 

Wed,  MAR 11      
    

     9:00am (E)      Mary Elizabeth Piontkowski 

   Debbie Trubela  Mitchell 
                 

Thurs, MAR 12      
     

    9:00am (E)      NO MASS    
    

       

Fri,  MAR 13        
                 
     9:00am (E)     Mary Elizabeth Berko 

   Peggy & Mike Ward  
    

     6:00pm (E)    Stations of the Cross 
    

Sat, MAR 14 
      

  4:00pm (M)      Joseph Polakowski & Betty Schimmelbusch 

   Family 
 

  6:00pm (E)      William Kozerski 

   Tom & Sue Kozerski 
  

Sun,  MAR 15  
         

  8:30am (M)       Charles Galabinski 

   Ruth Connoly & Vicky Castagna 
 

 10:30am (E)      Gary Walker 

   Mary Dec 

available for the 2026 year.  Please 

Station of the Cross 

Friday    3/13/2026 

6:00PM 

St. Elizabeth 

The Annual Novena to St. Joseph begins this Tues-
day, March 10th, at the Oblates of St. Joseph 
Chapel, Route 315, Laflin. Masses are held daily at 
12 Noon and 7:00 p.m. Preachers for this year's 
Novena are invited permanent deacons of our dio-
cese. Masses are preceded with confessions and 
praying of the rosary, concluding with novena de-
votions. The Novena continues all week, conclud-
ing on the Feast of St. Joseph, Thursday, March 
19th, with a special Mass at Noon celebrated by 
Bishop Joseph C. Bambera. All Noon Masses will 
be broadcast live on Catholic Radio 104.5 FM. For 
more information, call (570) 654-7542 or 
email: osjseminary@comcast.net. 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1773151830685
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1773151830685
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1773151830691
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1772723430698
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1773929430692
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1773929430692


Applications for the 2026 Joe Zabra 

Knights of Columbus Scholarship are 

now available. The scholarship is 

open to graduating High School Sen-

iors that are in good standing in the St. Elizabeth/ St. Mark 

Parish. Deadline to submit applications is May 3, 2026. 

Recipient(s) will be notified soon after, and the scholar-

ship(s) will be presented in June. Please contact Glenn 

Cronauer, Grand Knight, at 570-417-8511 if you would like 

an application. 

GOD’S LOVED POURED  
INTO OUR HEARTS 

 

Remember, it is not your 
strength but your faith that truly matters. Faith nurtures 
peace with God and encourages us to grow in a deeper, lov-
ing relationship with Him. Often, our presumption fails to 
recognize that success and perfection do not attract God's 
love. 
       

In today's second reading, St. Paul opens our minds to an 
extraordinary truth: God's love is meant for every person on 
earth, especially when we are weak and sinful. It is like the 
air we breathe and the rain we receive - freely given, regard-
less of our conduct or behavior, and experienced by all. 
    

Yet we may ask, "what can I do?"  Or " how can I continue 
to hold on to faith when life keeps breaking my inner self 
and the world feels suffocating?"  Such questions can pre-
vent us from fully experiencing God's love. Faith, however, 
does not always seek solutions to every problem; rather, it 
responds by giving us strength, endurance, and hope in 
Christ Jesus. It is often easier to hate than to love, but faith 
calls us to choose love even when it is difficult. 
      

Life becomes meaningful when challenges are faced and 
overcome. In every aspect of our life, what comes easily is 
often valued less, while what is difficult and requires crea-
tivity receives greater appreciation. Therefore, do not lose 
heart. Let our deepest desires be to hear at the end of our 
journey, “well done, good and faithful servant; enter into the 
lord's banquet." 
      

Lord, help us trust in your unconditional love. Strengthen us 
in our struggles and fill our hearts with hope. AMEN 

Father Rawel ’s  
Corner  

A parishioner at Our Mother 

of Perpetual Help parish in 

Ephrata, PA is asking for 

prayers and the help of a 

truly generous individual. 

Jody is in need of a living 

donor kidney transplant. 

Due to a genetic condition, 

both her kidneys are failing. 

If you would like to learn 

more about the disease or 

the donation process, please 

contact her at: 

kidneyforjody@gmail.com 

                                                                       

      All My Offering envelopes 

         MUST BE PICKED UP by MARCH 22nd. 

If you do not pick them up by then, we will assume 

you no longer need envelopes and your name  will 

be removed from the envelope list.  Thank you. 

Gorzkie zale, the traditional 

Polish-language Lenten devotion 

known as the “Bitter Lamenta-

tions,” will be held on Sunday, 

March 22, at 3 pm in Sacred 

Heart of Jesus Church, 215 

Lackawanna Ave., Dupont.  The devotion is a sung reflection on 

the Passion of Christ and his Sorrowful Mother. Msgr. John Sem-

pa, pastor of Corpus Christi Parish, West Pittston, will be the 

guest homilist. A light reception will follow in the church. 

-

_____________________________

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1777817135843
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1772549853970
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1774199154093
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1774199154093






  

 
December 26th 



 

 

 





 

Gifts of Jerusalem 

 

 Jessica Musleh represents Holy Land Artifacts.  

Her family works directly with Christian artisans in 

Bethlehem and Jerusalem, supporting families who 

rely on traditional olive wood craftmanship as their 

primary source of income. 

Due to ongoing conflict and a severe decline in tour-

ism, many Christian families in the Holy Land are 

facing extreme economic hardship.  Tourism has 

historically been the main source of income for these 

communities, and with its collapse, many Christians 

have been forced to leave the region.  The sale of  

handcrafted olive wood items, including crosses, na-

tivity scenes, and other religious artifacts, play a vi-

tal role in preserving the Christian presence in the 

Holy Land and sustaining these families. 

Her local group travels to a different parish each 

weekend to share these authentic olive wood carv-

ings and to raise awareness of the struggles faced by 

Christians in the Holy Land.    

We are honored to welcome Jessica Musleh and her 

Holy Land Artifacts to our parish the weekend of  

March 14th and 15th.  

 Items will be displayed at both St. Elizabeth and St. 

Mark’s churches. 

Purchasing olive wood from the Holy Land allows 

one to own a  meaningful piece of sacred history 

while supporting Christian families in Bethlehem 

and Jerusalem. 






