
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary/St. Mark 
5700 Bear Creek Boulevard, Bear Creek, Pennsylvania  18602 



STEWARDSHIP 

April 12, 2026 
 

 Weekly                     $2552.00  

 Online                       $921.00 

        $3473.00 

                Diocesan                   -$30.00 

        TOTAL               $3443.00 

    

                  Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  | April 19, 2026 

SERVED BY 
   

Rev. Rawel Toppo 
Administrator 

 

rawelt81@gmail.com 
___________________ 

 
Rev. Anthony M. Urban 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. William J. Karle 
Pastor Emeritus 

__________________ 
    
PARISH WEBSITE 
     

Churchofstelizabethstmark.org 
____________________ 

 
 

 
FIND US ON  
FACEBOOK 

  
The Roman Catholic Community  
of St Elizabeth of Hungary and  

St. Mark 

St. Elizabeth Church (E)  
5700 Bear Creek Blvd  
Bear Creek, PA  18602  

St. Mark Church (M)  
1052 Bear Lake Rd  

Thornhurst, PA  18424  

Mission Statement 
Humbly guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to help people: 

~  Through prayer and worship, discover God’s desire to be in a relationship with us  ~  Discover and develop 
the gifts and talents God has bestowed on each person  ~  Share our faith in Jesus Christ through a welcoming 
community, beautiful liturgy and ongoing faith formation  ~  Be of service to one another, to the communities 

in which we live and especially to those in need.  ~   

OFFICE STAFF 
   

Amanda Proch 
Business Manager 

 

stelizabethbearcreek@ 
outlook.com 

___________________ 
 

Mer Rish 
Office Secretary 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

stelimar@ptd.net 
__________________ 

    

OFFICE HOURS / PHONE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9AM—3PM 

Phone.…..……………570-472-3061 

Fax……………………..570-472-3503 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Wednesday, Friday 9:00AM 
(E) 

First Fridays —Adoration after Mass—
12Noon (E) 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday  4:00PM  (M) 

Saturday 6:00PM (E) 

Sunday 8:30AM (M) 

Sunday  10:30AM (E) 

______________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St. Mark’s Church—1/2 hr before  all 
Masses 

St. Elizabeth’s Church —1/2 hr before 
all Masses 

~ or anytime by appointment ~ 

Hospitality and God’s 

gracious love to all 

 

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on 

CTV: Catholic Television of the  

Diocese of Scranton.  

Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.  

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 p.m. and  

rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
          

Emily Bell 
Renee Sipple 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

saintelizabethccd@gmail.com 



 

This week we pray for our sick, elderly and homebound  

parishioners and friends,  especially… 
 

Noreen Catani Amico,  Richard Emmert, 

 Lea Furlong, James Geremia,  

Bernard Hendrzak, Erin Himes, Jake Johnson,  

Joseph Kachurak, Patrick Kildea, Michael Lilienthal, 

 Mollie Litchman, Amber Moyer, Carolyn Palencar, 

 Donald Scharf, Mary Soos, Byran Stanton, Verna Stavish,  

Scott Tiger, John Tucker,  Rev. Anthony Urban,  

 Hank Walker, Loretta Washick, Michelle Welebob 
   

 Please notify office when names should be  
removed.   570-472-3061 

 

 

 
 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 18              
 

4:00pm (M)   George & Irene Cooney    Req. by Kathy & Steve Rector  

        

6:00pm (E)     Joseph Svetz     Req. by Dr. Gary & Benedetta Lawrence 
    

   

SUNDAY, APRIL 19            
 

8:30am (M)     For the Parishioners  

10:30am (E)    For the Souls in Purgatory  
    

MONDAY, APRIL 20 
    

9:00am (E)     Ilona Conway   Req. by Butch & Jeannie Bidwell 
                 

TUESDAY, APRIL 21 
     

9:00am (E)     William Warren   Req. by Butch & Jeannie Bidwell 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22 
    

9:00am (E)     Michele Janowicz    Req. by Greg & Dawn Okrasinski 
                 

THURSDAY, APRIL 23           
     

9:00am (E)    NO MASS  
    

       

FRIDAY, APRIL 24                 
   
9:00am (E)     Pete Ferguson    Req. by Janet Michael  
    

SATURDAY, APRIL 25          
      

4:00pm (M)    In Honor of St. Mark’s Feast Day 

6:00pm (E)     Leslie Hannon Bailor    Req. by Joan Hannon 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26       
         

8:30am (M)     James Colandra   Req. by Ann Marie & Charlie Schenk 

10:30am (E)    Gary Walker   Req. by Mary Ann & Ed Mengak 
 available for the 2026 year.  Please 

Donations totaling $500.00 have 
been made to St. Elizabeth’s Church 

in memory of  

Joseph James Kachurak.  

    

NEW LIFE IN CHRIST 
     
      

God is the author of 
life. The people who 

have encountered God in Jesus at some point 
in their lives have experienced new life in body 
and spirit. 
     

In both the first reading and second readings of 
the day, we see and witness the testimony of 
Peter about his experience of Jesus. Through 
his testimony, he reminds the people about the 
performance of God's deeds of power, wonders, 
and signs through his son Jesus when he was 
here on earth amidst them. 
    

God, through Jesus, has touched the lives of 
numerous people directly, especially those who 
were diseased and unwell and made them 
whole again. Now this same God has raised 
Him from the dead so that we may come to be-
lieve in the power of God. 
     

In the Gospel, we see how the risen Lord be-
comes a companion to the disciples who were 
on their way to Jerusalem after the death of 
Jesus. In their moments of pain, sorrow, and 
despair, He becomes the source of joy, happi-
ness, and hope as He reveals Himself gradually 
to them. In the breaking of the bread, the disci-
ples' eyes were opened, and they experienced a 
new life filled with faith, hope, and charity that 
led them to become the missionary of God's 
word. 
     

We too pray so that the Lord, may give us the 
grace to open our eyes to see the wonders of 
God in the creation and in our neighbors, and 
may it enable us to experience new life in God. 
ALLELUIA... ALLELUIA...!!!! 
 
    

HAVE A BLESSED EASTER SEASON! 

Baskets for our Summer Festival can be dropped off at either 

church starting this Saturday. Please make sure your basket is 

wrapped and ready to display. Please have your name with your 

basket. Thank you in advance for your support of our Summer 

Festival. If you have any questions please feel free to contact 

Chrissy Nordmark at (570) 899-4277, Nicki Pachucki at 

snap0208@aol.com or Annie Rood (570) 574-8664. Thank you.  

Applications for the 

2026 Joe Zabra 

Knights of Colum-

bus Scholarship are 

now available. The scholarship is open to grad-

uating High School Seniors that are in good 

standing in the St. Elizabeth/ St. Mark Parish. 

Deadline to submit applications is May 3, 2026. 

Recipient(s) will be notified soon after, and the 

scholarship(s) will be presented in June. Please 

contact Glenn Cronauer, Grand Knight, at 570

-417-8511 if you would like an application. 

Father Rawel ’s  
Corner  

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1774099529597
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1777817135843


 
FEAST OF SAINT MARK THE EVANGELIST — 25th APRIL 

Mark the Evangelist is the person who is traditionally ascribed to be the author of 
the Gospel of Mark. According to Church tradition, Mark founded the episcopal see 
of Alexandria, which was one of the five most important sees of early Christianity. 
His feast day is celebrated on April 25, and his symbol is the winged lion. 

Much of what we know about St. Mark, the author of the Second Gospel, comes 
largely from the New Testament and early Christian traditions. Mark the Evangelist 
is believed to be the ‘John Mark’ referred to in the Acts of the Apostles, the history 
of the early Church, in the Canon of the New Testament. 

He was the son of Mary of Jerusalem whose home became a meeting place for the 
apostles. He is also the cousin of St. Barnabas, a Levite and a Cypriot. Mark joined 
St. Paul and St. Barnabas on their first missionary journey to Antioch in 44 A.D. 
When the group reached Cyprus, Christian tradition holds that Mark left them and 
returned to Jerusalem, possibly because he was missing his home. 

This incident may have caused Paul to question whether Mark could be a reliable missionary. This created a disa-
greement between Paul and Barnabas and led Paul to refuse Mark’s accompaniment on their second journey to the 
churches of Cilicia and the rest of Asia Minor. 

According to Eusebius of Caesarea, Herod Agrippa I, in his first year of reign over the whole of Judea (AD 41), 
killed James, son of Zebedee and arrested Peter, planning to kill him after the Passover. Peter was saved miracu-
lously by angels, and escaped out of the realm of Herod. Peter went to Antioch, then through Asia Minor. 

He then, visiting the churches in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, as mentioned in 1 Peter 1:1, ar-
rived in Rome in the second year of Emperor Claudius. Somewhere on the way, Peter encountered Mark and took 
him as travel companion and interpreter. Mark wrote down the sermons of Peter, thus composing the Gospel ac-
cording to Mark, before he left for Alexandria in the third year of Claudius (AD 43). 

According to the Acts 15:39, Mark went to Cyprus with Barnabas after the Council of Jerusalem. However, it can be 
assumed the troubles between Paul and Mark did not last long, because when Paul was first imprisoned, Mark, who 
was at the time in Rome with plans of visiting Asia Minor, visited him as one of his trusted companions. 

Mark’s hopes to visit Asia Minor were most likely carried out, because during Paul’s second captivity and just be-
fore his martyrdom, Paul wrote to Timothy at Ephesus advising him to “take Mark and bring him with you [to 
Rome], for he is profitable to me for the ministry”. If Mark returned to Rome at this time, he was probably there 
when Paul was martyred. 

According to Christian tradition, Mark also held a close relationship with St. Peter, who referred to Mark as ‘his 
son’ in his letter addressed to a number of churches in Asia Minor. Clement of Alexandria, Irenaeus and Papias all 
indicate that Mark was an interpreter for Peter. 

Although Papias states Mark had not personally heard the Lord speak firsthand and, like Luke, Mark was not one 
of the twelve apostles.  Mark the Evangelist was  identified as the man who carried water to the house where the 
Last Supper took place. Some believe Mark was likely speaking of himself when he wrote the description of Jesus’ 
arrest in Gethsemane. “Now a young man followed him wearing nothing but a linen cloth about his body. They 
seized him, but he left the cloth behind and ran off naked”. 

Coptic tradition also holds that Mark the Evangelist hosted the disciples in his house after Jesus’s death, that the 
resurrected Jesus Christ came to Mark’s house (John 20), and that the Holy Spirit descended on the disciples at Pen-
tecost in the same house. Furthermore, Mark is also believed to have been among the servants at the Marriage at 
Cana who poured out the water that Jesus turned to wine.  

St. Mark lived for years in Alexandria, where he died as a martyr while being dragged through the streets, as the 
pagans of the city resented his efforts to turn the Alexandrians away from the worship of their traditional gods. 
Mark’s Gospel was probably written between 60 and 70 A.D., and was based upon the teachings of St. Peter. It is 
believed Mark provided both Luke and Matthew with basic sources for their Gospels. 

He was probably the first bishop of Alexandria, Egypt and the founder of the Church of Alexandria, although he is 
not mentioned in connection to the city by either Clement of Alexandria or by Origen. In 828, relics of St. Mark were 
stolen from Alexandria and taken to Venice, Italy. There they are enshrined in a beautiful cathedral dedicated to 
him. 

St. Mark’s symbol is a winged lion. This is believed to be derived from his description of St. John the Baptist, as “a 
voice of one crying out in the desert”. The wings come from Ezekiel’s vision of four winged creatures as the evange-
lists. He is often depicted as writing or holding his Gospel. He is sometimes shown as a bishop on a throne or as a 
man helping Venetian sailors. 







  

 
December 26th 



 


