
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary/St. Mark 
5700 Bear Creek Boulevard, Bear Creek, Pennsylvania  18602 



STEWARDSHIP 

Jan 18, 2026 
 

 Weekly                     $1259.00  

 Online                       $903.00 

        $2162.00 

                Diocesan                   -$10.00 

        TOTAL               $2152.00 
               

Thank you for your continued generosity. 
 

The Parish Budget is set at $5000. 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME| JANUARY 25, 2026 

SERVED BY 
   

Rev. Rawel Toppo 
Administrator 

 

rawelt81@gmail.com 
___________________ 

 
Rev. Anthony M. Urban 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. William J. Karle 
Pastor Emeritus 

__________________ 
    
PARISH WEBSITE 
     

Churchofstelizabethstmark.org 
____________________ 

 
 

 
FIND US ON  
FACEBOOK 

  
The Roman Catholic Community  
of St Elizabeth of Hungary and  

St. Mark 

St. Elizabeth Church (E)  
5700 Bear Creek Blvd  
Bear Creek, PA  18602  

St. Mark Church (M)  
1052 Bear Lake Rd  

Thornhurst, PA  18424  

Mission Statement 
Humbly guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to help people: 

~  Through prayer and worship, discover God’s desire to be in a relationship with us  ~  Discover and develop 
the gifts and talents God has bestowed on each person  ~  Share our faith in Jesus Christ through a welcoming 
community, beautiful liturgy and ongoing faith formation  ~  Be of service to one another, to the communities 

in which we live and especially to those in need.  ~   

OFFICE STAFF 
   

Amanda Proch 
Business Manager 

 

stelizabethbearcreek@ 
outlook.com 

___________________ 
 

Mer Rish 
Office Secretary 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

stelimar@ptd.net 
__________________ 

    

OFFICE HOURS / PHONE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9AM—3PM 

Phone.…..……………570-472-3061 

Fax……………………..570-472-3503 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Wednesday, Friday 9:00AM 
(E) 

First Fridays —Adoration after Mass—
12Noon (E) 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday  4:00PM  (M) 

Saturday 6:00PM (E) 

Sunday 8:30AM (M) 

Sunday  10:30AM (E) 

______________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St. Mark’s Church—1/2 hr before  all 
Masses 

St. Elizabeth’s Church —1/2 hr before 
all Masses 

~ or anytime by appointment ~ 

Hospitality and God’s 

gracious love to all 

 

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on 

CTV: Catholic Television of the  

Diocese of Scranton.  

Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.  

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 p.m. and  

rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
          

Emily Bell 
Renee Sipple 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

saintelizabethccd@gmail.com 



This week we pray for our sick, el-

derly and homebound parishioners 

and friends,  especially… 
 

Noreen Catani Amico, 

 Laurie Ayre, Ginny Corcoran, Richard Emmert, 

Lea Furlong, Kevin Gardner, Bernard Hendrzak, 

Erin Himes, Jake Johnson, Joseph Kachurak,  

Patrick Kildea, Michael Lilienthal, 

 Mollie Litchman, Carolyn Palencar,  

Donald Scharf, Mary Soos, Byran Stanton, 

Verna Stavish, Scott Tiger, John Tucker, 

 Rev. Anthony Urban, Hank Walker,  

Loretta Washick, Michelle Welebob 
   

 Please notify office when names should be  

removed.   570-472-3061 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, January 24, 2026 —Sunday, February 1, 2026 
 
Sat, JAN 24        
         

       4:00pm (M)    Elizabeth “Betty” Antol 

   Ann Marie & Harry Ives 
  

       6:00pm (E)      Glenn Cronauer Sr. 

   Cronauer Family 

 Sun, JAN 25    
    

      8:30am (M)    For the Parishioners 
 

     10:30am (E)     Carol Pitcavage 

   Steve & Mer Rish 
         

 Mon, JAN 26          
    

      9:00am (E)     Paul Demuth 

   Eleanor Morrison 
                 

Tues, JAN 27 
     

       9:00am (E)    John “Jack” Kelly 

   Eleanor Morrison 
     

Wed,  JAN 28       
    

     9:00am (E)     Elizabeth “Betty” Antol 

   Cathy Kolodziejski  
             

Thurs, JAN 29       
     

    9:00am (E)    NO MASS    
    

      

Fri,  JAN 30           
                 
     9:00am (E)     Elizabeth “Betty” Antol 

   Pidge Rebar 

Sat, JAN 31 
      

  4:00pm (M)        Elizabeth “Betty” Antol 

   Joan Steidle & Family   
 

  6:00pm (E)      Tyrone Gayeski 

   Judy Pomento  

 

Sun,  FEB 1  
         

  8:30am (M)          Rose BaizRossi 

   Charlie & Elaine Moreheard 
 

 10:30am (E)       Barbara Jasulevicz 

   Dr. Gary & Benedetta Lawrence 

Mass Intentions ($10.00) are 
now available for the 2026 year.  
Please book early to reserve your 

special dates. 
Also, the Sanctuary 
Candle ($10.00) and the Bread 

and Wine ($20.00) are available 
at both Churches for your loved 

one’s intentions. 

Feast of the Holy Spouses 

The Congregation of the Oblates of St. Joseph will host 
their annual Feast of the Holy Spouses 
on Sunday , January 25th , at 3:00 p.m. in the Chapel of 
St. Joseph, Route 315, Laflin. Principal celebrant & 
homilist will be Rev. Timothy Kennedy, Pastor of Holy 
Ghost Byzantine Catholic Church, Jessup. The Mass 
fulfills the  Sunday  obligation. Father Kennedy, married 
to Angie Kennedy, celebrates Liturgy in both the Byz-
antine & Latin Rites. A social will immediately follow 
the Mass. This annual feast, approved by the Vatican 
in 1989 for the Oblate Congregation to celebrate pub-
licly, honors the spousal roles of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary & St. Joseph, parents of the Child Jesus. All are 
welcome to participate.  
  

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1768746610692
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1769351410688
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1768746610699


THE LIGHT THAT UNITES AND 
SENDS 

    

Today's readings reveal God's sav-
ing plan that brings light, unity, and mission of His people. Isai-
ah announces a dawn for those who live in darkness - God Him-
self breaks through despair and offers freedom from oppression. 
This prophecy finds fulfilment in Jesus, the true Light who 
comes to restore joy and hope to a broken world. 
      

St. Paul calls the divided Corinthians community to unity in 
Christ. Their quarrels - "I belong to Paul," "I belong to Apollos" 
- show how human pride can obscure the Gospel. Paul reminds 
them that faith is not about following personalities but about 
following Christ crucified. The cross unites all believers; it is the 
source of our salvation and the heart of Christian communion. 
       

In the Gospel, Jesus begins his ministry in Galilee, proclaiming, 
" Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." He calls ordi-
nary fishers - Simon, Andrew, James, and John - to leave their 
nets and follow Him. Their prompt response shows that disciple-
ship requires trust and courage. They leave behind their security 
to become "fishers of men," sharing in Christ mission to bring 
light and healing to others. 
        

The readings invite us to open our hearts to Christ's light, to 
overcome division in our families and communities, and follow 
Jesus more closely in daily life. True disciple means allowing 
His presence to transform our darkness into light and our fears 
into faith. 
     

May the Lord Jesus, enlighten our hearts and fill the world with 
Your light, unite us in Your love, and make us faithful disciples 
who bring Your light to others. 
    

HAVE A WONDERFUL WEEKEND! 

Father Rawel ’s  
Corner  

Applications for the 2026 Joe Za-

bra Knights of Columbus Scholar-

ship are now available. The schol-

arship is open to graduating High School Seniors that are 

in good standing in the St. Elizabeth/ St. Mark Parish. 

Deadline to submit applications is May 3, 2026. Recipient

(s) will be notified soon after, and the scholarship(s) will 

be presented in June. Please contact Glenn Cronauer, 

Grand Knight, at 570-417-8511 if you would like an appli-

cation. 

Free program at King's College:  

The Organ and Catholic Liturgy:  

King’s College will host a free public lecture on “The Organ 

and Catholic Liturgy” at the George & Giovita Maffei Family 

Commons, 29 West North Street, Wilkes-Barre on Monday, 

February 9, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. The program is sponsored by 

the Pennsylvania Northeast Chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists; presenter will be Fr. Michael B. Wurtz, C.S.C., 

S.L.D., Assistant Professor of Theology at King’s College and 

Secretary of the Society for Catholic Liturgy. A light reception 

will follow. Come and learn why the 

Second Vatican Council stated that the 

pipe organ "is to be held in high es-

teem." For more information, please 

contact John Vaida, Dean, at 570-650-

6459 or email Raphael Micca, Secre-

tary at: rdmicca@agopane.org 

ST. Al’s COLD CASH BINGO 
Corner of Barney & Division Sts.  

Wilkes-Barre 

Sunday Feb. 1, 2026  

$25.00 in Advance $30.00 at door 

    Doors open: 12Noon       

Bingo begins: 1pm         

 ONLY 250 Tickets will be sold!!! 

Anyone who wishes to have their  

Year-End– 2025 Tax Statements 

mailed to them can call the office 
at 570-472-3061.   

Statements will be sent out at the end of January. 

Our sincere thanks to all those that 

helped, contributed and supported the 

Pork Dinner on Jan 18, 2026.   In total 

we raised $1,130 to help with the Par-

ish Finances.  Special thanks to our 

volunteers: Stan & Jean Swaintek, 

Bene & Gary Lawrence, John & Linda Crognale, Ted 

Haas, Tom & Sue Kozerski).  

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1768920043810
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1777817135843
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1770646815672
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1770646815672
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1768753111590






   

 
December 26th 




