
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary/St. Mark 
5700 Bear Creek Boulevard, Bear Creek, Pennsylvania  18602 



STEWARDSHIP 

Feb 8, 2026 
 

 Weekly                       $2441.00  

 Online                         $936.00 

          $3377.00 

                Diocesan                     -$65.00 

        TOTAL                 $3342.00 
               

Thank you for your continued generosity. 
 

The Parish Budget is set at $5000. 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME| February 15, 2026 

SERVED BY 
   

Rev. Rawel Toppo 
Administrator 

 

rawelt81@gmail.com 
___________________ 

 
Rev. Anthony M. Urban 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. William J. Karle 
Pastor Emeritus 

__________________ 
    
PARISH WEBSITE 
     

Churchofstelizabethstmark.org 
____________________ 

 
 

 
FIND US ON  
FACEBOOK 

  
The Roman Catholic Community  
of St Elizabeth of Hungary and  

St. Mark 

St. Elizabeth Church (E)  
5700 Bear Creek Blvd  
Bear Creek, PA  18602  

St. Mark Church (M)  
1052 Bear Lake Rd  

Thornhurst, PA  18424  

Mission Statement 
Humbly guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to help people: 

~  Through prayer and worship, discover God’s desire to be in a relationship with us  ~  Discover and develop 
the gifts and talents God has bestowed on each person  ~  Share our faith in Jesus Christ through a welcoming 
community, beautiful liturgy and ongoing faith formation  ~  Be of service to one another, to the communities 

in which we live and especially to those in need.  ~   

OFFICE STAFF 
   

Amanda Proch 
Business Manager 

 

stelizabethbearcreek@ 
outlook.com 

___________________ 
 

Mer Rish 
Office Secretary 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

stelimar@ptd.net 
__________________ 

    

OFFICE HOURS / PHONE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9AM—3PM 

Phone.…..……………570-472-3061 

Fax……………………..570-472-3503 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Wednesday, Friday 9:00AM 
(E) 

First Fridays —Adoration after Mass—
12Noon (E) 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday  4:00PM  (M) 

Saturday 6:00PM (E) 

Sunday 8:30AM (M) 

Sunday  10:30AM (E) 

______________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St. Mark’s Church—1/2 hr before  all 
Masses 

St. Elizabeth’s Church —1/2 hr before 
all Masses 

~ or anytime by appointment ~ 

Hospitality and God’s 

gracious love to all 

 

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on 

CTV: Catholic Television of the  

Diocese of Scranton.  

Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.  

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 p.m. and  

rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
          

Emily Bell 
Renee Sipple 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

saintelizabethccd@gmail.com 



This week we pray for our sick, el-

derly and homebound parishioners 

and friends,  especially… 
 

Noreen Catani Amico, 

 Ginny Corcoran, Richard Emmert, Lea Furlong, 

Kevin Gardner, Bernard Hendrzak, Erin Himes, 

Jake Johnson, Joseph Kachurak,  

Patrick Kildea, Michael Lilienthal, 

 Mollie Litchman, Amber Moyer,  

Carolyn Palencar, Donald Scharf, Mary Soos, 

Byran Stanton, Verna Stavish, Scott Tiger, John 

Tucker,  Rev. Anthony Urban, Hank Walker,  

Loretta Washick, Michelle Welebob 
   

 Please notify office when names should be  

removed.   570-472-3061 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 14, 2026 —Sunday, February 22, 2026 
 

Sat, FEB 14        
         

       4:00pm (M)     Robert Rish  

   Steve & Mer Rish  
     

      6:00pm (E)         Leon & Elva Knorr 

   Cronauer Family 
     

 Sun, FEB 15    
    

      8:30am (M)     For the Parishioners   
 

     10:30am (E)     Adele & Francis Polachek 

   Dr. Diane Polachek & Family 
        

 Mon, FEB 16          
    

      9:00am (E)     Clarence Michael 

   Mary Rose Ratay 
                 

Tues, FEB 17 
     

       9:00am (E) Donald Popper 

   Butch & Jeannie Bidwell  
 

Wed,  FEB 18     ASH WEDNESDAY  
    

     9:00am (E)      Carol Pitcavage 

   Steve & Mer Rish 
     

    6:00pm(M) Elizabeth “Betty” Antol 

   Eleanor Morrison 
             

Thurs, FEB 19       
     

    9:00am (E)    NO MASS    
    

       

Fri,  FEB 20        
                 
     9:00am (E)     Clarence Michael 

   Paul & Linda Schneider  
    

     6:00pm (M)    Stations of the Cross 
    

Sat, FEB 21 
      

  4:00pm (M)     Donald Popper 

   Women’s Cornerstone 
   

  6:00pm (E)     Gary Walker 

   Dr. Gary & Benedetta Lawrence 
  

Sun,  FEB 22  
         

  8:30am (M)       For the Parishioners 
 

 10:30am (E)      Dr. Mike “Mickey” Stretanski 

   Steve & Mer Rish   

available for the 2026 year.  Please 

Applications for the 2026 Joe Zabra Knights of Colum-

bus Scholarship are now available. The scholarship is 

open to graduating High School Seniors that are in 

good standing in the St. Elizabeth/ St. Mark Parish. 

Deadline to submit applications is

ient(

(s) will be presented in June. Please contact Glenn 

Cronauer, Grand Knight, at 570

 

Masses with distribution of ashes 

St. Elizabeth   9:00AM 

St. Mark            6:00PM 

Ash Wednesday 
February 18th 

Station of the Cross 

Friday    2/20/2026 

6:00PM 

St. Mark 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1777817135843


BETWEEN THE LAW AND 
THE FIRE 
     

God does something risky today: 
He trusts us. Sirach says it plainly; life and death are set be-
fore you. Not fate. Not compulsion. Choice. 
    

God does not pull strings from heaven; He places the fire and 
the water in front of us and steps back. Love always does 
that. Then Paul whispers a secret: there is wisdom deeper 
than the rules, hidden not from us but for us. A wisdom that 
the eye cannot see and the ear cannot hear, because it must be 
lived, not merely learned. This wisdom does not shout; it 
burns quietly within. 
     

And Jesus? He takes the Law and moves it from stone tablets 
to the human heart. " You have heard it said....", yes. But now, 
listen again. Murder begins long before blood is spilled; adul-
tery long before bodies meet; truth is broken long before a lie 
is spoken. Jesus is not fighting the law; He is deepening love. 
He is less interested in controlling behavior and more in heal-
ing desire. Holiness, then, is not about how carefully we 
avoid sin, but how courageously we choose love when no one 
is watching. Every day, in small unnoticed moments, we 
choose fire or water. Freedom or fear. Life or death. God does 
not force us into goodness. He invites us into wisdom and 
waits for our yes. 
       

Lord, purify our hearts, so that our choice may spring from 
love and lead us to life. Amen. 
     

HAVE A BLESSED WEEKEND! 

Father Rawel ’s  
Corner  

The 2026 Offertory Envelopes are 
available in Cry Rooms of both 
Churches for pick-up.  If you can-

not find your envelopes, please call office as they 
might have been delivered to wrong Church.  Also, if 
you know of a family that wants their envelopes, 
but is unable to pick them up, please deliver the en-
velopes to them.  Our Church depends on every-
one’s gracious contributions.   

Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers 
are needed for 4:00PM Mass at St. 
Mark’s Church.  Please contact of-
fice at 570-472-3061 if interested. 

St. Elizabeth’s Way is sponsoring a fundraiser dinner 
to support our good work for the community.  

    

Sunday Feb. 22nd from 3:00 to 5:00  

(take out available).  

Menu is Pierogi, Kielbasa, Haluski with soup or sal-
ad and desert for $15.00 per person.  

   

Please call 570-841-0213 to reserve your meal, leave a message 
with your name and phone number and how many meals and soup 

or salad or  
Email : stelizabthbells@outlook.com 

      

Someone will call to confirm your order.  

Little Black 

Books  

& Rice Bowls  

are in  

vestibule. 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1771179443293






   

 
December 26th 



 

 


