
 St. Elizabeth of Hungary/St. Mark 
5700 Bear Creek Boulevard, Bear Creek, Pennsylvania  18602 



 

STEWARDSHIP 

July 12, 2026 

 Weekly                     $2157.00  

 Online                       $793.00 

        $2950.00 

 Diocesan            - $.00 

  TOTAL                     $2950.00 

         

                  Thank you for your continued generosity. 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | July 19, 2026 

SERVED BY 
   

Rev. Rawel Toppo 
Administrator 

 

rawelt81@gmail.com 
___________________ 

 
Rev. Anthony M. Urban 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. William J. Karle 
Pastor Emeritus 

__________________ 
    
PARISH WEBSITE 
     

Churchofstelizabethstmark.org 
____________________ 

 
 

 
FIND US ON  
FACEBOOK 

  
The Roman Catholic Community  
of St Elizabeth of Hungary and  

St. Mark 

St. Elizabeth Church (E)  
5700 Bear Creek Blvd  
Bear Creek, PA  18602  

St. Mark Church (M)  
1052 Bear Lake Rd  

Thornhurst, PA  18424  

Mission Statement 
Humbly guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to help people: 

~  Through prayer and worship, discover God’s desire to be in a relationship with us  ~  Discover and develop 
the gifts and talents God has bestowed on each person  ~  Share our faith in Jesus Christ through a welcoming 
community, beautiful liturgy and ongoing faith formation  ~  Be of service to one another, to the communities 

in which we live and especially to those in need.  ~   

OFFICE STAFF 
   

Amanda Proch 
Business Manager 

 

stelizabethbearcreek@ 
outlook.com 

___________________ 
 

Mer Rish 
Office Secretary 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

stelimar@ptd.net 
__________________ 

    

OFFICE HOURS / PHONE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9AM—3PM 

Phone.…..……………570-472-3061 

Fax……………………..570-472-3503 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Wednesday, Friday 9:00AM 
(E) 

First Fridays —Adoration after Mass—
12Noon (E) 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday  4:00PM  (M) 

Saturday 6:00PM (E) 

Sunday 8:30AM (M) 

Sunday  10:30AM (E) 

______________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St. Mark’s Church—1/2 hr before  all 
Masses 

St. Elizabeth’s Church —1/2 hr before 
all Masses 

~ or anytime by appointment ~ 

Hospitality and God’s 

gracious love to all 

 

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on 

CTV: Catholic Television of the  

Diocese of Scranton.  

Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.  

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 p.m. and  

rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
          

Emily Bell 
Renee Sipple 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

saintelizabethccd@gmail.com 



 

This week we pray for our sick,  

elderly and homebound parishioners 

and friends,  especially… 
 

Noreen Catani Amico,  Patricia Cronauer,  

Bobby Everett, Terry Franklin, Kelly Fry, Lea Furlong, 

James Geremia, Bernard Hendrzak, Erin Himes,  

Jake Johnson, Patrick Kildea, Michael Lilienthal,  

 Mollie Litchman,  Amber Moyer, Carolyn Palencar,  

Donald Scharf, Mary Soos, Byran Stanton, Verna Stavish,  

Milo Grunza, John Tucker,  Rev. Anthony Urban,   

Hank Walker, Loretta Washick 

 

 

 
 
 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 18             
 

4:00pm (M)    Mr. & Mrs. John Hack   Req. by Barbara Reiss 

6:00pm (E)     Albert B. Hamel    Req. by Tom & Stephanie Hamel  
   

  SUNDAY, JULY 19       
 

8:30am (M)     John Kosek    Req. by Charlie & Carol Burd 
     

10:30am (E)    Darlene Elias Stone    Req. by Debbie Trubela Mitchell 
    

MONDAY, JULY 20  
    

9:00am (E)     Robert Brink    Req. by Michele Hokien 
                 

TUESDAY, JULY 21 
     

9:00am (E)     David M. Soda    Req. by Theodore & Diane Haas 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22 
    

9:00am (E)     Eleanor Scalese    Req. by Vicky & Ruth 
                 

THURSDAY, JULY 23  
     

9:00am (E)    NO MASS  
    

FRIDAY, JULY 24   
   
9:00am (E)   Barbara Kielselowsky  Req. by Frank & Myrna Bianco Fam. 
    

SATURDAY, JULY 25  
      

4:00pm (M)    Eugene & George Cooney    Req. by Kathy & Steve Rector 

6:00pm (E)     Marjorie Katcavage   Req. by Dr. Gary & Bene Lawrence 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 26          
         

8:30am (M)     John G. Urbanavage Sr.   Req. by Charlie & Carol Burd 

10:30am (E)    Gary walker    Req. by Verna Stavish 
available for the 2026 year.  Please 

This weekend, we welcome the Little Sisters of Mary 

Immaculate of Gulu will conduct a mission appeal in 

both St. Mark and St. Elizabeth churches at all Mass-

es.   

The Little Sisters of Mary Immaculate of Gulu 

(LSMIG) are an indigenous Order of Catholic Sisters 

founded in 1936 in the Archdiocese of Gulu, in North-

ern Uganda (East Africa). 

After nearly 30 years of civil war, the Sisters are deal-

ing with an influx of 1.56 million refugees in Uganda, 

many of them unaccompanied children. 

Sr. Scovia Apiyo and Sr. Nighty Akello will speak at 

all Masses this weekend on their need for financial 

support for their mission.  

Please be as generous as possible.  Thank you! 

The records at St. Elizabeth/St. Mark Parish have not 

been updated in years.  Parishioners have moved, land-

lines dropped, phone number have changed and emails 

may not have been available at the time. It is important 

for the parish directory  to be up to date with current 

contact information for communication and event plan-

ning  purposes.  Accurate contact info helps everyone 

stay connected.   

The parish office  is requesting EVERY PARISHIONER 

to complete the new registration form inserted in this week’s bulletin  ASAP.  You 

may drop it in the collection basket or in the mail.   If you have completed a regis-

tration form in the last 6 months you do not need to fill out this new form.  Thank 

you for your consideration.  — The Office Staff 



TRUSTING GOD'S  
PATIENCE IN OUR 

 WEAKNESS 

 
    

Today's readings remind us of a comforting truth: God 
knows our weakness and He never abandons us. In-
stead, He helps us always. 
    

In the Book of Wisdom, we hear that God is all power-
ful. Yet, He does not judge us "unjustly" instead, He 
judges with kindness". He governs us with great pa-
tience. His strength is not in punishment but in mercy. 
    

In the Epistle to the Romans, St Paul assures us "The 
Spirit helps us in our weakness". Many times, we feel 
ashamed of our weakness. Sometimes, we do not know 
what to say in prayer. At times, we even question why 
we are weak. Yet spirit stands with us and guides our 
heart according to God's will. He remains active in us 
when the world fails us. 
    

In  he Gospel, Jesus speaks about the wheat and the 
weeds growing together. Though we question, why evil 
exists; we wonder why God does not remove it immedi-
ately. But the Lord is patient. He gives time for growth 
and conversion. He will bring justice at the proper har-
vest. 
   

In today's world, everything is fast. People are accus-
tomed to judging quickly.  We expect instant results. 
But God works patiently. When we face confusion, in-
justice, or personal struggles, we must remember that 
the Spirit is still working within us. God is not in a hur-
ry. He is shaping us patiently. Let us trust His timing 
and remain faithful in hope. 
    

May the Holy Spirit, strengthen us in our weakness, and 
teach us patience, help us trust God's timing, and guide 
our hearts to remain faithful in hope and love. 
    

HAVE A BLESSED SUNDAY WEEKEND!!!! 

Father 
Rawel’s 

Corner 

 
COMMUNION OF 
SAINTS PARISH  

"SUMMER FEST '26" 
 

Communion of Saints Par-

ish in Pittston will hold 

"Summer Fest ’26" at St. 

John the Evangelist Church 

from Thursday, August 6 through Saturday, August 8 from 

5:00-10:00 PM each evening on the grounds of St. John the 

Evangelist Church at the corner of Church and Broad 

Streets.  Featured entertainment this year will include "Smoke in 

Mirrors" on Thursday, "Bugeye McGuire" on Friday, and "Flaxy 

Morgan" on Saturday.  A variety of foods will be available for pur-

chase.  Games of chance, big basket raffle, cash bingo, chil-

dren’s games, and other raffles will be available in the Monsignor 

Bendik Pastoral Center (former Seton Catholic H.S. Auditorium), 

and food and entertainment will be on the church grounds.  

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1784034943317
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1784034943317
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1786024623551
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1786197423551
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1784210223553
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1784296623553
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1784383023553






  

 
December 26th 



FEAST DAY 
JULY 22 



A LETTER FROM BISHOP BAMBERA 
 
 

 

It is with great sadness that I join the universal Church in acknowledging the painful division that has resulted 
from the Society of Saint Pius X’s (SSPX) decision to proceed with the unauthorized ordination of four bish-
ops on July 1, 2026, without the proper pontifical mandate and against the will of the Holy Father. 
 
Throughout the years, several popes have worked to restore full communion with the SSPX which is why these 
recent events have been so painful. Please join me in praying that these efforts may one day bear fruit and that 
the unity for which Christ prayed will be restored. 
 
While the Society of Saint Pius X maintains a presence within the geographic boundaries of the 11 counties of 
the Diocese of Scranton, it is important for me to note that no parish, chapel, school, or ministry of the Diocese 
is currently administered by the Society or its clergy. 
 
For any individual who has worshipped with the Society of Saint Pius X, or who may have questions about 
these recent developments, I want to assure you of my prayers and pastoral concern. The Dicastery for the 
Doctrine of the Faith has issued guidance for both clergy and lay faithful who wish to remain in full commun-
ion with the Catholic Church. 
 
Most importantly, in light of the formal schism of the SSPX, Roman Catholics who desire to remain in good 
standing with the Church should not participate in liturgies celebrated by bishops or priests of the Society of 
Saint Pius X or receive the sacraments from them, including Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance, 
Marriage, and Holy Orders. Canon law provides an exception only in the case of immediate danger of death. 
 
I recognize that many Catholics who have attended the Society’s chapels have done so because of their deep 
love for the Church’s liturgical tradition, especially the celebration of the Mass according to the 1962 Roman 
Missal. That desire for the traditional Latin Mass can be fully lived within the communion of the Catholic 
Church. 
 
Here in the Diocese of Scranton, the traditional Latin Mass is celebrated regularly at Saint Michael Parish in 
Scranton by priests of the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter (FSSP), a priestly fraternity that is in full commun-
ion with the Holy Father and the Catholic Church. 
 
At this challenging time, I ask all faithful to pray for healing, reconciliation, and unity within the Church, that 
we remain steadfast in our fidelity to the Successor of Saint Peter. 
 
  
Faithfully yours in Christ, 

†Joseph C. Bambera 

Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D, J.C.L. 

Bishop of Scranton 








