
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary/St. Mark 
5700 Bear Creek Boulevard, Bear Creek, Pennsylvania  18602 



 

STEWARDSHIP 

July 19, 2026 

 Weekly                     $2313.00  

 Online                       $763.00 

        $3076.00 

 Diocesan        - $15.00 

  TOTAL                     $3061.00 

         

                  Thank you for your continued generosity. 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | July 26, 2026 

SERVED BY 
   

Rev. Rawel Toppo 
Administrator 

 

rawelt81@gmail.com 
___________________ 

 
Rev. Anthony M. Urban 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. William J. Karle 
Pastor Emeritus 

__________________ 
    
PARISH WEBSITE 
     

Churchofstelizabethstmark.org 
____________________ 

 
 

 
FIND US ON  
FACEBOOK 

  
The Roman Catholic Community  
of St Elizabeth of Hungary and  

St. Mark 

St. Elizabeth Church (E)  
5700 Bear Creek Blvd  
Bear Creek, PA  18602  

St. Mark Church (M)  
1052 Bear Lake Rd  

Thornhurst, PA  18424  

Mission Statement 
Humbly guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to help people: 

~  Through prayer and worship, discover God’s desire to be in a relationship with us  ~  Discover and develop 
the gifts and talents God has bestowed on each person  ~  Share our faith in Jesus Christ through a welcoming 
community, beautiful liturgy and ongoing faith formation  ~  Be of service to one another, to the communities 

in which we live and especially to those in need.  ~   

OFFICE STAFF 
   

Amanda Proch 
Business Manager 

 

stelizabethbearcreek@ 
outlook.com 

___________________ 
 

Mer Rish 
Office Secretary 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

stelimar@ptd.net 
__________________ 

    

OFFICE HOURS / PHONE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9AM—3PM 

Phone.…..……………570-472-3061 

Fax……………………..570-472-3503 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Wednesday, Friday 9:00AM 
(E) 

First Fridays —Adoration after Mass—
12Noon (E) 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday  4:00PM  (M) 

Saturday 6:00PM (E) 

Sunday 8:30AM (M) 

Sunday  10:30AM (E) 

______________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St. Mark’s Church—1/2 hr before  all 
Masses 

St. Elizabeth’s Church —1/2 hr before 
all Masses 

~ or anytime by appointment ~ 

Hospitality and God’s 

gracious love to all 

 

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on 

CTV: Catholic Television of the  

Diocese of Scranton.  

Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.  

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 p.m. and  

rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
          

Emily Bell 
Renee Sipple 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

saintelizabethccd@gmail.com 



It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any 
allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforce-
ment. If you are a victim of sexual abuse committed by 
a priest, deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer 
of the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to im-
mediately report the matter to law enforcement. If any 
priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of 
the Diocese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect 
that a minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, 
including child sexual abuse, the matter will be report-
ed to law enforcement. 
       

It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil 

and state regulations. In accordance with the Common-

wealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services 

Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should also be 

made immediately by phone to the 24-HourChild 

Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or elec-

tronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis .  To this 

end, the Diocese is equally committed to adhering to 

the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding 

the tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of 

Children and Young People, which includes supporting 

victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional 

and spiritual well-being. As such, information regard-

ing an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should 

also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordina-

tor Mary Beth Pacuska at 570-862-7551. 

Notice Regarding  Sexual  
Abuse of a Minor 

 

This week we pray for our sick,  

elderly and homebound parishioners 

and friends,  especially… 
 

Noreen Catani Amico,  Ginny Corcoran, 

Patricia Cronauer, Bobby Everett, Terry Franklin,  

Kelly Fry, Lea Furlong, James Geremia,  

Bernard Hendrzak, Erin Himes, Jake Johnson, 

 Patrick Kildea, Michael Lilienthal,  Mollie Litchman,  

James McClure, Amber Moyer, Carolyn Palencar, 

  Donald Scharf, Mary Soos, Byran Stanton, 

 Verna Stavish, Milo Grunza, John Tucker,  

 Rev. Anthony Urban,   

Hank Walker, Loretta Washick 

   Please notify the office at 570-472-3061  

when names should be removed. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 25             
 

4:00pm (M)    Eugene & George Cooney    Req. by Kathy & Steve Rector 

6:00pm (E)     Marjorie Katcavage   Req. by Dr. Gary & Bene Lawrence 
   

  SUNDAY, JULY 26       
 

8:30am (M)     John G. Urbanavage Sr.   Req. by Charlie & Carol Burd 
     

10:30am (E)    Gary Walker    Req. by Verna Stavish 
    

MONDAY, JULY 27  
    

9:00am (E)     John Kosek    Req. by Pete Carlson 
                 

TUESDAY, JULY 28 
     

9:00am (E)     Zoe Ann Kanavy Req. by Amer. Legion Women’s Aux #274 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 
    

9:00am (E)     Eleanor Scalese    Req. by Susan & Marty Kelly 
                 

THURSDAY, JULY 30  
     

9:00am (E)    NO MASS  
    

FRIDAY, JULY 31   
   
9:00am (E)   Robert Pomento   Req. by Judy Pomento 
    

SATURDAY, AUG 1  
      

4:00pm (M)    Katherine Wood    Req. by Barbara Reiss 

6:00pm (E)     Reparation for Blasphemies Against Mary’s Divine 

     Maternity & Refusing to Receive Mary as the Mother of Men 
 

SUNDAY, AUG 2          
         

8:30am (M)     For the Parishioners 

10:30am (E)    Joseph Kachurak      Req. by Joan Altavilla 
available for the 2026 year.  Please 

Every parish family is reminded 

to complete the new updated 

Parish Registration form that 

was inserted in the bulletin the 

past two weekends.  If it was misplaced, there are extra 

copies in vestibule or you can contact the Parish Office at 

570-472-3061.  Please complete and submit ASAP.  

THANK YOU! 

  Thank you from the Little Sisters     
of Mary Immaculate of Gulu.  St. 
Elizabeth/St. Mark Parish 
collected $1669.00 for the 

LSMIG mission in Uganda.  May God 
bless you abundantly for your caring and 
generous contributions. 

           
      THANK 
    YOU SPEAK LITTLE, 

listen much. 
 

ST. IGNATIUS of LOYOLA 
FEAST DAY—JULY 31 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.compass.state.pa.us%2Fcwis&data=04%7C01%7C%7C503adfb431054b18cdac08d9a47381ec%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637721638268613637%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQI


"CHOOSING THE TREASURE 
THAT LASTS FOREVER " 

 
Very often, we come before God 
with a list of requests: health, suc-

cess, peace in our families, and security for the future. 
While these requests are valid, today's readings challenge 
us to look deeper: What do we truly desire? What is our 
hearts priority? 
   

In the first reading, God says to Solomon, “Ask what I 
should give you". Imagine hearing these words ourselves. 
What would we ask for? Wealth? Stability? Latest gadg-
ets? But Solomon asked for something different, an un-
derstanding mind.  He knew he could not lead or live well 
without wisdom. His request shows us that true greatness 
begins with humility and complete dependence on God. 
    

In the second reading, St. Paul reminds us that God is 
present in every circumstance of our life. Although He 
does not promise a life free from pain but promises us his 
faithful presence. Hence, our wounds, disappointments, 
and silent cries are not a waste. In and through our suffer-
ings, God shapes us and molds us into our trust self. Even 
in our tears, He is quietly weaving our brokenness into a 
larger, divine purpose. 
    

In the Gospel, Jesus compares the kingdom to a hidden 
treasures and priceless pearl. The kingdom of God is not 
forced upon us; it is to be discovered. Our painful sacri-
fices lead to the gaining of the precious treasure, as St. 
Paul in Philippians 3:7-8 considers everything as a loss 
compared to knowing Christ. In finding Him, we discover 
our greatest treasure. 
    

May the loving, Lord give us wisdom and understanding 
hearts and teach us to choose God above all. AMEN! 
    

HAVE A BLESSED WEEKEND!!!!! 

Father 
Rawel’s 

Corner 

 

Solemn Novena  
in honor of  

Saint Ann 
 

Basilica of the National Shrine of St. Ann 
Passionist Monastery 

1239 St. Ann Street     Scranton, PA 
 

July 26th 
 

CONFESSIONS 4:00AM 

 

MASSES & DEVOTIONS 

4:30, 7:00, 8:00, 10:00 & 11:45AM 

3:30PM (Novena only) 

 

LANGUAGE SERVICE 

1:30PM—Polish in Upper Basilica 

4:45PM —Spanish in Upper Basilica 

SOLEMN NOVENA CLOSING 
6:30PM 

Pontifical Mass celebrated by  
Most Reverend Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J.C.I 

Individual Blessing with Relic of St. Ann after each Devotion 

PRINCE of PEACE 
PARISH OLD FORGE 

TAKE-OUT ONLY  

Roasted Chicken Dinner 
and Basket Raffle  

and 50/50 drawing 
 

 

SUNDAY AUGUST 16TH,  11AM TO 3PM 

Arcaro and Genell Parking Lot Main Street 

The dinner will be prepared by Arcaro & Genell 

$17 Includes ½ Roasted Chicken, Corn, 

Pasta Salad, a Roll and Dessert 

For Tickets Call the Rectory 570-457-5900 

    Deadline to order tickets is Monday August 
10th 

Walk-Ins are Limited 

Place Your Order Early 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1784639605863
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1786906678784
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1784573878792
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1786388278788
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1786388278788






  

 
December 26th 



 
JULY 26th 

Patron saints of grandparents, parents, and  

women in labor. 
“I know he said he was going to make his sermons more 

entertaining but this is just crazy!” 



FEAST DAY  -  JULY 26th 
 

Today the Church celebrates the parents of the Virgin Mary, the grandparents of Jesus, Saints Joachim 

and Anne. In their home, Mary came into the world, accompanied by the extraordinary mystery of the Im-

maculate Conception. Mary grew up in the home of Joachim and Anne; she was surrounded by their love 

and faith: in their home she learned to listen to the Lord and to follow his will. Saints Joachim and Anne 

were part of a long chain of people who had transmitted their faith and love for God, expressed in the 

warmth and love of family life, down to Mary, who received the Son of God in her womb and who gave him 

to the world, to us. How precious is the family as the privileged place for transmitting the faith!  

~Pope Francis, Angelus, July 26, 2013. 
 

According to tradition, Joachim was a very wealthy and generous man. He and his wife, Anne, however, were 
childless until they were advanced in years. One day, before Anne conceived the Blessed Virgin Mary, Joa-
chim arrived at the Temple to make an offering. It was rejected by a man named Rubim, most likely a Leviti-
cal priest, because Joachim was childless. “It is not right for you first to bring your offerings, because you 
have not made seed in Israel.” Children were exceedingly important at that time; to be childless was under-
stood as disfavor from God. 
 
Distressed, Joachim left the Temple and studied the Scriptures to see if he could find anyone of importance 
who, like he and Anne, were childless. When he came upon Abraham, he recalled that Abraham was only giv-
en a child in his old age. Rather than returning home to Anne, Joachim embarked on a forty-day period of 
fasting and praying in the desert, beseeching God for a child. 



Anne, for her part, also went to pray, asking God for a child. As she prayed, an angel appeared to her and 
said, “Anne, Anne, the Lord has heard your prayer, and you shall conceive, and shall bring forth; and your 
seed shall be spoken of in all the world.” An angel also appeared to Joachim and said, “Joachim, Joachim, 
the Lord God has heard your prayer. Go down hence; for, behold, your wife Anne shall conceive.” Nine 
months later, Anne bore a daughter, and the couple named her Mary. Because of a vow they had made, 
when Mary was only three, Joachim and Anne brought her to the Temple where she took up residence until 
it was time for her to be married. She was educated by the priests and holy women and spent her days in 
prayer and union with God. 
 
The Presentation of Mary in the Temple is a liturgical feast first celebrated in the Eastern Church as early 
as the sixth century and the Western Church in the eleventh century, giving credence to a lived faith and 
liturgical acceptance of her presentation by her parents. Interestingly, in the old city of Jerusalem, there is 
an ancient church that still stands next to the Temple Mount in which it is believed that the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was born and might have lived during her early days after being presented in the Temple. 
 
Though not much more is known about Saints Joachim and Anne, devotion to them, especially to Saint 
Anne, began to grow as early as the sixth century. Churches were built in her honor, prayers were offered 
for her intercession, devotions were formulated, and patronages were attributed to her. It wasn’t until the 
sixteenth century that devotion to Saint Joachim began to grow when his feast day was placed on the Gen-
eral Roman Calendar. 
 
Regardless of the authenticity of the legends about Saints Joachim and Anne, we know for certain that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Immaculate Conception, had parents. They loved her, raised her, and offered her 
to God. Today they are saints under the names of Joachim and Anne, and the faithful continue to seek their 
intercession. They are especially called upon for their intercession for grandparents. In fact, on a spiritual 
level, just as the Blessed Virgin Mary can be seen as our spiritual mother, so also Saint Joachim and Anne 
can be seen as our spiritual grandparents in the order of grace. 
 
Pray to this holy couple today, especially asking their intercession for your grandparents or your grandchil-
dren. Ponder what it would have been like to give birth to the Mother of the Son of God. Prayerfully imag-
ine what it would have been like to watch their daughter, who was “full of grace,” grow and mature into 
adulthood. Though these holy parents might not have understood all of the mysteries that surrounded their 
daughter, they would have known, by a grace of spiritual intuition, that their daughter was chosen by God 
and given a singular grace that budded forth in an abundance of virtue for all to see, especially for her par-
ents to see. 
 
 
The feast encourages the faithful to emulate the virtues of Joachim and Anne: faithfulness, patience, and 

dedication to God’s will. Just as Mary was nurtured in their home, the feast reminds families of the im-

portance of creating a loving and prayerful environment for the next generation. It also serves as a celebra-

tion of grandparents’ role in passing on spiritual wisdom and guidance. 

 
 

Prayer: Saints Joachim and Anne, you were given the incredible privilege and responsibility to give birth 

to and raise the Immaculate Conception, the Mother of God. Her presence in your lives touched you 

both deeply and left you in awe of God’s grace. Please pray for me, that I may come to love your daugh-

ter and your Grandson with the same love you bore for each of them, so that I will enjoy their company 

in Heaven one day, just as you do today. Saints Joachim and Anne, pray for me. Jesus, I trust in You. 


