
 

St. Elizabeth of Hungary/St. Mark 
5700 Bear Creek Boulevard, Bear Creek, Pennsylvania  18602 



STEWARDSHIP 

Feb 22, 2026 

 Weekly                       $2938.00  

 Online                        $763.00 

          $3701.00 

                Diocesan                     -$50.00 

        TOTAL                 $3651.00 
     

    Ash Wednesday          $519.00 

      

              Thank you for your continued generosity. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT| March 1, 2026 

SERVED BY 
   

Rev. Rawel Toppo 
Administrator 

 

rawelt81@gmail.com 
___________________ 

 
Rev. Anthony M. Urban 

Pastor Emeritus 
 

Rev. William J. Karle 
Pastor Emeritus 

__________________ 
    
PARISH WEBSITE 
     

Churchofstelizabethstmark.org 
____________________ 

 
 

 
FIND US ON  
FACEBOOK 

  
The Roman Catholic Community  
of St Elizabeth of Hungary and  

St. Mark 

St. Elizabeth Church (E)  
5700 Bear Creek Blvd  
Bear Creek, PA  18602  

St. Mark Church (M)  
1052 Bear Lake Rd  

Thornhurst, PA  18424  

Mission Statement 
Humbly guided by the Holy Spirit, our mission is to help people: 

~  Through prayer and worship, discover God’s desire to be in a relationship with us  ~  Discover and develop 
the gifts and talents God has bestowed on each person  ~  Share our faith in Jesus Christ through a welcoming 
community, beautiful liturgy and ongoing faith formation  ~  Be of service to one another, to the communities 

in which we live and especially to those in need.  ~   

OFFICE STAFF 
   

Amanda Proch 
Business Manager 

 

stelizabethbearcreek@ 
outlook.com 

___________________ 
 

Mer Rish 
Office Secretary 

Director of Music & Liturgy 
 

stelimar@ptd.net 
__________________ 

    

OFFICE HOURS / PHONE 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

9AM—3PM 

Phone.…..……………570-472-3061 

Fax……………………..570-472-3503 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

Monday-Wednesday, Friday 9:00AM 
(E) 

First Fridays —Adoration after Mass—
12Noon (E) 

 

Weekend Masses 

Saturday  4:00PM  (M) 

Saturday 6:00PM (E) 

Sunday 8:30AM (M) 

Sunday  10:30AM (E) 

______________________ 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

St. Mark’s Church—1/2 hr before  all 
Masses 

St. Elizabeth’s Church —1/2 hr before 
all Masses 

~ or anytime by appointment ~ 

Hospitality and God’s 

gracious love to all 

 

Cathedral of St Peter in Scranton, available on 

CTV: Catholic Television of the  

Diocese of Scranton.  

Weekdays 12:10p.m., 3:30p.m. and 7:00p.m.  

Weekends, Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 p.m. and  

rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00a.m. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
          

Emily Bell 
Renee Sipple 

 
Directors of Religious Education 

 

saintelizabethccd@gmail.com 



This week we pray for our sick, el-

derly and homebound parishioners 

and friends,  especially… 
 

Noreen Catani Amico, 

 Ginny Corcoran, Richard Emmert, Lea Furlong, 

Kevin Gardner, Bernard Hendrzak, Erin Himes, 

Jake Johnson, Joseph Kachurak,  

Patrick Kildea, Michael Lilienthal, 

 Mollie Litchman, Amber Moyer,  

Carolyn Palencar, Donald Scharf, Mary Soos, 

Byran Stanton, Verna Stavish, Scott Tiger, John 

Tucker,  Rev. Anthony Urban, Hank Walker,  

Loretta Washick, Michelle Welebob 
   

 Please notify office when names should be  

removed.   570-472-3061 

YOU ARE CALLED TO SIT WITH THE LORD 

   ADORATION of the 
BLESSED  

SACRAMENT 
 

    

    First Friday,  

  March 6, 2026 

immediately  

following the  

9AM Mass 

                     

                     All are welcome 
    

“Of all the devotions, that of adoring Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament is the greatest after the 
sacraments, the dearest to God and the one 
most helpful to us.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 28, 2026 —Sunday, March 8, 2026 
 

Sat, FEB 8        
         

       4:00pm (M)     Edward “Skip” Wirtenburg  

   Rodney & Rosemary Serena   
     

      6:00pm (E)       Richard Polney 

   John & Rita Polney   

 Sun, MAR 1    
    

      8:30am (M)     Dale Leopaldi 

   Charles & Elaine Morehead  
 

     10:30am (E)     Dominick & Bunita Longo 
   Dr. Gary & Benedetta Lawrence  

 Mon, MAR 2          
    

      9:00am (E)     Paul Demuth 

   Joan Steidle & Family 
                 

Tues, Mar 3 
     

       9:00am (E) Dominick Summa 

   Thomas Brostoski & Family  
 

Wed,  MAR 4      
    

     9:00am (E)      Clarence Michael 

   Pat & Dave Johnson 
                 

Thurs, MAR 5       
     

    9:00am (E)      NO MASS    
    

       

Fri,  MAR 6       FIRST FRIDAY 
                 
     9:00am (E)     Marianne P. Parmese 

   Michael & Celeste Zinnel  
    

     6:00pm (M)    Stations of the Cross 
    

Sat, MAR 7 
      

  4:00pm (M Richard Broderick 

   Paul & Lind Lukasiewicz 
 

  6:00pm (E)      For the Souls in Purgatory  
 

Sun,  MAR 8  
         

  8:30am (M)       For the Parishioners 
 

 10:30am (E)     Gary Walker 

   Stan & Jean Swaintek   

available for the 2026 year.  Please 

Station of the Cross 

Friday    3/6/2026 

6:00PM 

St. Mark 

Congratulations to the follow-
ing students who qualified for 
the Bishop's Youth Award. 
They will be honored at a 
Mass at St. Peter's Cathe-
dral Sunday, March 1st at 2:30pm. They met the 
criteria of being active in their faith and striving to 
be true disciples of Christ. 

Rowan Cronauer 
Taran Lawrence 
Annalie Werner 

 
May God bless them for their Christian  

Discipleship. 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1771775855795
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1772380655794


Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers are needed 
for 4:00PM Mass at St. Mark’s Church.  Please 
contact office at  570-472-3061 if interested. 

Our first organizational meeting for the 
church festival will take place 
on Wednesday, March 4th, 6 pm at St. 
Elizabeth’s.  
         

This year’s festival will be held 
on Saturday, July 11th, from noon to 7 

pm at the Bear Creek Charter School’s Pavilion.  Please 
mark your calendars.  
    

If you are interested in volunteering for this event, come join 
us at the meeting, all are welcome! 
     

Nicki Pachucki—Chrissy Nordmark—Annie Rood 

"RISE AND DON'T BE AFRAID" 
    

Here in the midst of the darkness dur-
ing this Lenten season, a light shines 

to assure our hearts of the promise that is ours. 
    

The Lord's transfiguration is presented to us this day to lead us 
through all the tribulations of the cross to the resurrection, which is 
our holy goal. 
    

"Beloved bare your share of hardship for the Gospel with the strength 
that comes from God”, Paul says to his special child Timothy, and so 
the Lord speaks to us all, reminding us that " He saved us and called 
us to a holy life." It is "up to a high mountain by themselves" that 
Jesus leads his principal disciples Peter, James and John to reveal to 
them the glory to which they are called - thus signifying the cross we 
must all carry along the rough terrain of this world to reach our place 
in heaven. In seeing that "His face shone like the sun and His cloths 
became white as light" and then hearing the voice of the father over-
shadowing them, they are overawed.....but the hand of the Lord touch-
es them, and strengthens them for the road ahead. 
    

Our call is like that of Abraham, the father of all those of faith: " Go 
forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from your father's house to 
the land I will show you. " We all must leave behind the security this 
world holds and go according to God's word, to travel in a land for-
eign to our souls. But his assurance is with us. His blessing is upon us, 
and so the darkness of the night should not make us afraid.  
    

For " the eyes of the Lord are upon those who fear him, upon those 
who hope for his kindness, to deliver them from death and preserve 
them in spite of famine."  
     

And so however difficult the walk, however steep the climb, our 
hearts never waver; for we have always at our side our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel." 
    

And so brothers and sisters, as we travel through the heart of the sacri-
fice this Lenten time invites us to share, let it be that  "Our soul waits 
for the Lord, who is our help and our shield,"  and let our prayer be as 
David's:  " May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us , who have put our 
hope in you,” for Jesus is before us to lead us to our home. 
    

HAVE A BLESSED LENTEN SEASON! 

Father Rawel ’s  
Corner  

Stabat Mater Dolorosa 

Cathedral of St. Peter 

Scranton, PA   March 6, 2026 

Stabat Mater Dolorosa attributed 
to Jacapone da Todi, 1230-1306, in a 
setting composed by Giovanni Battista 
Pergolesi in 1736, will be performed 
in the Cathedral of Saint Peter, 315 
Wyoming Avenue, Scranton, 
on Friday, March 6 at 6:30 
p.m. Featured soloists in this perfor-
mance will be soprano Alissa 
Swarts and mezzo Ellen Rutkow-
ski. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
hear the beautiful setting of the texts 
of the meditations of the sorrowful mother of Jesus. This will be 
the 290th anniversary of its premier performance.  It is being pre-
sented as a part of First Friday Scranton. There will be no charge 
to attend.  A free will offering will be accepted to help defray the 
costs of this performance.  

HOLY NAME SOCIETY ANNUAL LENTEN 

FOOD SALE: EAT IN or TAKE OUT 

ST. LEO THE GREAT CHURCH HALL  

33 MANHATTAN ST ASHLEY 

FRIDAYS -  Feb. 20 & 27; Mar. 6,13, 20 & 27  
Walk-up orders 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.;  

pre orders can be picked up 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m 

    

Pre orders must be made by Wednesday. Call (570) 
258-5006 or email lenten.food.sales@gmail.com 
.       

Mushroom Soup, Clam Chowder, Pirohy, Haluski, Tuna Hoagie, 

Homemade Potato Pancakes and a Weekly Special. 

https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1771430061162
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1772639661157
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1771689261162
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1783781661161
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1772380577889
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1772821124961
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1770397200000
https://promail.ptd.net/calendar/day/1772044267022
mailto:lenten.food.sales@gmail.com






   

 
December 26th 



 



 

Gifts of Jerusalem 

 

 Jessica Musleh represents Holy Land Artifacts.  

Her family works directly with Christian artisans in 

Bethlehem and Jerusalem, supporting families who 

rely on traditional olive wood craftmanship as their 

primary source of income. 

Due to ongoing conflict and a severe decline in tour-

ism, many Christian families in the Holy Land are 

facing extreme economic hardship.  Tourism has 

historically been the main source of income for these 

communities, and with its collapse, many Christians 

have been forced to leave the region.  The sale of  

handcrafted olive wood items, including crosses, na-

tivity scenes, and other religious artifacts, play a vi-

tal role in preserving the Christian presence in the 

Holy Land and sustaining these families. 

Her local group travels to a different parish each 

weekend to share these authentic olive wood carv-

ings and to raise awareness of the struggles faced by 

Christians in the Holy Land.    

We are honored to welcome Jessica Musleh and her 

Holy Land Artifacts to our parish the weekend of  

March 14th and 15th.  

 Items will be displayed at both St. Elizabeth and St. 

Mark’s churches. 

Purchasing olive wood from the Holy Land allows 

one to own a  meaningful piece of sacred history 

while supporting Christian families in Bethlehem 

and Jerusalem. 



 


