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NEWSLETTER 

 

November 2024 

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 

Welcome to Fall District 6 Members! 

My favorite temperatures are approaching as is 

Zonta International’s impactful Advocacy project 

Zonta Says No to Gender Violence. Could all 21 

clubs in our District hold a photo Op at your local 

Courthouse Squares or at your Club Meetings with 

the ZSN Signs. Let’s plan to publish this through 

Joni on Monday 11/25/24 on the District 6 Facebook 

but also on every club’s Facebook at 6pm so it 

happens on the same day and the same time. Then, please post on-line at 

your Club’s Facebook page the ZI ZSN postings. Please create and submit the 

Press Release at Zonta.org to your local newspapers/on-line papers.  Here is 

the link for a press release: ZSN_Press release template for clubs.docx 

(dropbox.com). We should also add the ZSN Photo logo to your photo on 

Facebook. The Board Committee Chairs are thinking about things we can all 

do in each club as a district. The impact of 21 Clubs and over 420 members 

will be awesome. Send your thoughts to the Committee Chairs, and copy 

Amber, Joni, and me, so we can coordinate all our 

efforts!   (imvidal@comcast.net, ambermbrainard@gmail.com; 

jonizonta@gmail.com) 

On October 4-6, District 6 held its 2024 Fall Conference in Carmel, Indiana. 

With the help of the 72 members from District 6 who attended, an Advocacy 

Project signing up for ERA and Fast Action Friday communications occurred. 

We also discussed the new D6 Website in development, maximizing the use of 

Social Media, the new Leadership Development program, and devised the 

structure for District 6’s Strategic Plan for 2024-2030. The plan is based on the 

ZI Biennial Goals adopted at the 2024 ZI Convention in Brisbane.   The four 

2024-20230 Goals are:  

1. Credible & Visible Voice  
2. Club Success 
3. Leadership & Sustainability Engagement  
4. Audiences & Allies 
 
The District 6 Board determined to focus on Goal 2 – Club Success. This goal 

encompasses Goals 1, 3 and 4. as part of its success. We will work on the 

three Strategies developed at the Conference at the upcoming Spring Area 

Workshops. In addition to focusing on Membership, Leadership Development, 

and an update on the Zonta Foundation for Women, think about the three Strategies: Growing Membership, Impacting our 

Communities, and Strengthening our Communications.  

D6 BOARD 2024-2026 

Isabel Vidal – Governor 

Brandy Harrington – Lt. Governor 

Karen Smith – Treasurer 

Seeking a Volunteer – Secretary 

Karen Herman DeMuro – Area 1 

Director  

Cathy Myers – Area 2 Director 

Susan Harmon – Area 3 Director 

Stephanie Buntin – Area 4 

Director 

Kelly LaMore – Area 5 Director 

 

 
16 Days of Activism 11/25 – 12/10 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/j9i24yor95x3f1cpae1nh/ZSN_Press-release-template-for-clubs.docx?rlkey=kmurvmkfyu72c7tmgwcan1ptg&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/j9i24yor95x3f1cpae1nh/ZSN_Press-release-template-for-clubs.docx?rlkey=kmurvmkfyu72c7tmgwcan1ptg&e=1&dl=0
mailto:imvidal@comcast.net
mailto:ambermbrainard@gmail.com
mailto:jonizonta@gmail.com
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How can your Clubs impact Club Success by increasing the Credible and Visible Voice of your Clubs, figuring out how 

Leadership can strengthen by sharing the weight of holding offices, and finally, expanding our Audiences and Allies in 

unique and effective ways.  

Looking forward to focusing on our fabulous future in District 6! 

Isabel M. Vidal 

MEMBERSHIP – MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS (TOTAL D6 MEMBERS = 431)  

50 YEARS!  45 YEARS!  
Estelle Rynders, Alton Wood River Club, Area 3 
Peg Dowling, Oak Brook Club, Area 1 
 

Patricia Novak, Aurora Club, Area 1 
Carol Edson, Belvidere Club, Area 2 
 

40 YEARS 35 YEARS! 
Karen Goebel, Madison Club, Area 2 
Linda Votaw, Alton Wood River Club, Area 3 
Julie Ramza, Streator Club, Area 5 
Marlene Brant, Frankfort Club, Area 4 
Carolyn Dunham, Frankfort Club, Area 4 
 

Tamara Hagan, Madison Club, Area 2 
Deirdre Toler, Streator Club, Area 5 
Jeni Royalty, Frankfort Club, Area 4 
Mary Jean Anderson, Ottawa Club, Area 5 
Pam Schindel, Aurora Club, Area 1 
Christine Goepfert, Janesville Club, Area 2 
Kathy Giegerich, Joliet Club, Area 5 
 

30 YEARS! 25 YEARS! 
Sharon Keck, Frankfort Club, Area 4 
Jenny Neal, Frankfort Club, Area 4 
 

Cindy Holmes, Alton Wood River Club, Area 3 
Elaine Rynders, Alton Wood River Club, Area 3 
Amy Gallano, Belvidere Club, Area 2 
Violet Peterson, Belvidere Club, Area 2 
 

20 YEARS! 15 YEARS! 
Cheryl Lucas-DeBerry, Milwaukee Club, Area 2 
Brandy Harrington, St. Charles-Geneva-Batavia, Area 1 
LaVerne Jordan, Kankakee Club, Area 5 
Amy Lafine, Kankakee Club, Area 5 
Pat Perrier, Joliet Club, Area 5 
 

Anna Goodberlet, Kankakee Club, Area 5 
Elizabeth Drury, Lebanon Club, Area 4 
Donna Likar, Joliet Club, Area 5 
Karen Pastell, Joliet Club, Area 5 
Dana Heyde, Mascoutah Club, Area 3 
 

10 YEARS! 5 YEARS! 
Jennifer Nagel, LaSalle Peru Club, Area 5 
Eleanora Medve-Powell, Indianapolis Club, Area 4 
Laura Curtiss, Madison Club, Area 2 
Margarette Trushel, Alton Wood River Club, Area 3 
Vicki Cheffer, Streator Club, Area 5 
Colleen Stefan, Streator Club, Area 5 
Janice Krizik-Schmidt, Kankakee Club, Area 5 
Kim Dahmen, Frankfort Club, Area 4 
Linda Uitts, Frankfort Club, Area 4 
Tina Huff, Lincoln Club, Area 3 
Stephanie Stacy, Ottawa Club, Area 5 
Natalie Barber, Belvidere Club, Area 2 
 

Ellen Ermer, Madison Club, Area 2 
Julie Poehlmann-Tynan, Madison Club, Area 2 
Sue Stirnaman, Alton Wood River Club, Area 3 
Trish Ziegler, Alton Wood River Club, Area 3 
Lisa Foydel, St. Charles-Geneva-Batavia, Area 1 
Carol Kolesar, Kankakee Club, Area 5 
Natalie Ojeda, Kankakee Club, Area 5 
Michelle Standeford, Lebanon Club, Area 4 
Tina Kimmel, Frankfort Club, Area 4 
Merideth Chapman, Lincoln Club, Area 3 
Susan Ellis, Ottawa Club, Area 5 
Gina DelRose, Belvidere Club, Area 2 
Marcia Hess, Belvidere Club, Area 2 
Cheryl Sturges, Belvidere Club, Area 2 
Kathy Cawley, Joliet Club, Area 5 
Judy Mitchell, Joliet Club, Area 5 
Theresa Rouse, Joliet Club, Area 5 
Susan Defratus, Northwest Cook Club, Area 1 
Nicole Vernier, Mascoutah Club, Area 3 
Laura Voss, Mascoutah Club, Area 3 
Lisa Cunningham, Oak Brook Club, Area 1 
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MEET YOUR ELECTED BOARD 

 

 

Governor Isabel is 

currently seeking a 

volunteer to fill the role of 

District 6 Secretary!   

Please consider 

enthusiastically 

volunteering! 

 

 

MEET YOUR COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
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CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER! 

Can You Believe it??? 
Donna Mae Schlueter celebrated her 50th year as 
a Zontian at last year’s Fall Conference and she 
has been the go-to District 6 photographer for all 

our large gatherings, including conventions. 
 

Wow! Congratulations to Donna for her dedication 
to Zonta!! 

 
 

D6 SERVICE IN ACTION AT FALL CONFERENCE 

– WELL DONE!   
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CELEBRATING OUR D6 AWARD WINNERS AT FALL CONFERENCE 

 
Pictured on left with Governor Isabel: Stephanie Menten, 20024 ZI Amelia Earhart Fellow, who was awarded a $10,000 ZI Fellowship 

Award. Pictured on right: Mildred Chome, 2023 ZI Women in STEM Scholar, who was awarded a $5,000 ZI scholarship. The other 3 

award recipients were not able to attend the Fall Conference 

 

 

WOW, WHAT A GREAT FALL CONFERENCE!  

The Area and Committee Reports from the 2024 
Conference have been extracted and shared for those who 
could not attend the Fall Conference. These are being 
shared in a separate document attached to the distributed 
email due to size.    
 
Several have provided an updated version in the last month 
and those are noted as *Updated* in the title of the page.   
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SAVE THE DATES!  

Great theme! 

“Great Lakes Summer Camp”! 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW?  

We have so many great resources accessible to us on Zonta.org.  And so many more in the My Zonta 

dropdown, including a Directory, Tools, and of course under Tools, even more topics including the Leadership 

Development Tools and Tools for Advocacy and PR.   

Whether you just want to learn more about Zonta, or are in a leadership position, there are resources to 

expand your knowledge and help you be a more knowledgeable Zontian. 

While you are out there, I would encourage you to look at your My Profile, 

found after you login by clicking on your name at the top.  There are tabs 

about you, your Club and your settings.   

You can 

even upload 

your photo!  

Edit with the 

little 

pen/pencil.  
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PR/COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE  

If you attended the Fall Conference, we talked quite a bit about improving communications within the district, 

between clubs and with members.  

With the website redesign currently under construction, we are using opportunities to share across the District 

6 and D6 Clubs using social media tools, specifically Facebook.  The District 6 Facebook page is currently set 

up to “follow” the D6 Clubs on Facebook and we are sharing out Club’s posts of interest across D6. There are 

many Facebook tools for non-profits, including fundraising and events. 

We are requesting that the Clubs “follow” the District 6 Facebook page and share relevant D6 information to 

their Facebook followers.  This is something that your Club’s Facebook Administrator can do.  If D6 Zontians 

would follow the District 6 Facebook page AND their Club’s page and share appropriate posts to their friends, 

just think about the increase in reach that we could achieve!   Even if a member is not comfortable with sharing 

or being active on Facebook, there is value in establishing a Facebook profile/presence and following for 

increased communication reach of activities going on. 

For finding new member prospects, LinkedIn may be a better target for professionals. We would encourage 

Clubs to establish a LinkedIn page if they don’t have one. This platform should be more for your Club’s 

professional updates, such as community service and advocacy, events and prospective member invitations. 

At the current time, we do not have a District 6 LinkedIn page.  

Instagram is a visual platform for sharing photos or videos and has fundraising opportunities.  

If there are specific posts/events/etc. that you would like to share with District 6 Clubs, please shoot them to 

Joni Reese via email at jonizonta@gmail.com.   

We plan to send out quarterly newsletters, and again, please send Joni or your Area Directors information or 

events that you would like to highlight.  

Finally, we are still in search of three other individuals who would like to be state liaisons for D6 

Communications and be part of a PR/Communications committee for the District.  Please let us know if you are 

interested. The presentation that Amber Brainard and Joni did at Fall Conference has been shared with all the 

D6 Club presidents and below is one of the slides from that deck.  

Joni Reese,  

District 6 PR & Communications Chair  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jonizonta@gmail.com
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ZONTA INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

$10 tickets available 

 

 

Can we make this happen in District 6? 

Can every member donate 

what you can afford to make 

a difference? $10.50, $105, 

one-time or monthly 

pledge… 

EVERY MEMBER November!! 

Please do your part and help 

us achieve a collective goal! 

Thank you!  
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