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Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21, 2025
Calendar for the Week: (Note: PCC = Parish Community Center)

Sunday, December 21:
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Mass in the church at 9:30 a.m. Mass is also
livestreamed on Holy Spirit Facebook page.

Sacrament of Reconciliation, PCC room 9,
3:00 - 4:15 p.m.

Mass in the church at
5:00 p.m.

No Edge
No Life Teen

Monday, December 22:
Late Advent Weekday

Mass in the church at 9:00 a.m. Mass is also
livestreamed on Holy Spirit Facebook page.

Tuesday, December 23:
Late Advent Weekday
Saint John of Kanty, Priest

Holy Spirit Mommy and Me, PCC nursery,
9:30 - 10:30 a.m. ’

Posada practice, 10:00 a.m. in the church
No Religious Education

Sacrament of Reconciliation, CHURCH, 4:15 -
5:00 p.m.

Mass in the church at 5:30 p.m. Mass is also
livestreamed on Holy Spirit Facebook page.

Thursday, December 25:
The Nativity of the Lord

The Life Teen Choir has prepared a musical
prelude, which will begin at 9:00 a.m.

Mass in the church at 9:30 a.m. Mass is also
livestreamed on Holy Spirit Facebook page.

No evening Mass today.

Friday, December 26:
Saint Stephen, the First Martyr

Mass in the church at 9:00 a.m. Mass is also
livestreamed on Holy Spirit Facebook page.

No Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Wednesday, December 24:
Late Advent Weekday

The Nativity of the Lord

Arrive early for a Lessons and Carols prelude,
featuring Scripture readings and the singing of
beloved carols to help prepare our hearts for the
celebration of Christ’s birth. The Amazing Grace
Choir’s prelude begins at 4:30 p.m. and ends with
the Posada just before the start of Mass.

Saturday, December 27:
Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist

Sunday Vigil Mass in the church at 4:00 p.m.

Mass in the church at 5:00 p.m.

The Celebration Choir has prepared a musical
prelude, which will begin at 9:30 p.m.

Mass in the church at 10:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 28:
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Mass in the church at 9:30 a.m. Mass is also
livestreamed on Holy Spirit Facebook page.

Sacrament of Reconciliation, PCC room 9,
3:00 - 4:15 p.m.

Mass in the church at 5:00 p.m.
No Edge
No Life Teen




WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS
All dates are tentative

Monday December 22 Ken & Beth Brown
Tuesday December 23, 5:30 p.m. Nicholas Maas
Friday December 26 Jae and Roger Ellig
Saturday December 27, 4:00 p.m. Gabriel Bennett RIP
Sunday December 28, 5:00 p.m. Forgette Family

The Sunday morning Mass is normally offered for the people of the parish.

To have your need added to our parish prayer phone chain,
please call Adele Ogryzek at 627-0201.
To have your need added to the list which is published in the bulletin
once each month, please call the parish office.

STEWARDSHIP: When he discovered that Mary was with
child, Joseph resolved to end their engagement with as little
disgrace as possible. But obedient to the voice of God, he
changed those plans and became instead the protector of the
child Jesus and His mother, Mary. God grant that | may be as
open to the promptings and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks for your giving of time, talent, and treasure.

For online giving, visit:
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/holy7409270

Thank you for maintaining your financial support of our parish as you are
able. If you'd prefer to mail an offering, please send it to Parish of the Holy
Spirit, 7409 W. Clearwater Ave., Kennewick, WA 99336. If you are
currently using offering envelopes and would like to switch to online giving
(or bill-payer from your bank), please call the parish office so we can
discontinue your envelope mailings with our printing service. Thank you.

Your offering on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will illuminate the darkness with the
love of Christ through the network of social services offered by Catholic Charities. Catholic
Charities serves those most in need throughout the lifecycle — from expectant mothers to
families with young children, to grandparents raising their grandchildren, to the elderly
struggling to live independently. Thank you for prayerfully considering a gift to your
neighbors in need this holiday season. To learn more about Catholic Charities’ services
throughout Central Washington, visit www.hopetolife.org.

Save the Date:
Adore! Men’s Retreat

Hosted at Holy Spirit Parish
Friday, January 23, 2026 (evening) and
Saturday January 24 concluding with Mass at 4:00 PM
Open to all men 18 years of age and older.

A Note from the St. Serra Club of Tri Cities

"Grace and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus

Christ." (Romans 1:7) Are you called to teach others about the grace
and peace that is theirs in Christ Jesus? That's what you would do as
a priest, permanent deacon, brother, monk or nun.

POSADA ON DECEMBER 24

All pre-school and elementary school children who will
be attending the Family Mass at 5:00 p.m. on Christmas
Eve are invited to participate in the Posada that will
immediately precede Mass. When the Posada has
concluded, Mass will begin and the children will return
to sit with their families in the church.

There will be a rehearsal on Tuesday, December 23, at
10:00 a.m. (for 45-60 minutes) in the church.

Parishioner and college student Dylan Howard is active in the St.
Thomas More Catholic Student Center at Washington State
University. Dylan is asking for our support to serve on a mission at
La Finca in Trujillo, Honduras in March of 2026. La Finca is an
orphanage for children from abusive, neglectful, and traumatic
households. The school and its associated health clinic also serve
people in the surrounding towns. If you are able to help
Dylan fund this mission, please scan the QR code. Or
please contact Dylan at (509) 870-0943 or
Dylan8Howard@gmail.com for more information

or for other ways to give. Thank you.

According to the IRS rules for charitable
donations, if a check made out to the Parish of
the Holy Spirit is dated before or on December
31, 2025, but the check is received in the office
January 1, 2026 or later (by U.S. mail or hand-
delivered), that check amount must be
recognized as a donation in 2026.

Work is progressing nicely on the repair of our church roof.
Thank you for understanding that there may be noise on the roof
of the church and work vehicles around the church. At this
time, we are not sure exactly how long the project will take
to complete, so thank you for your patience. Updates will be
provided as the project continues.
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Fourth Sunday of Advent (A)

c o M M u " l l' v Isaiah 7:10-14 / Romans 1:1-7 / Matthew 1:18-24

EEEERR  Clos: Enoveh

MIGUEL DULICK

The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take tis the fourth Sunday of Advent. When
Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the
Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her.
She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus.”

Christmas is this close, one takes that final leap.
Isaiah is centuries from Christmas, but he cannot
wait! He sees the “sign” as clear as day: “the young
MATTHEW 1:20-21 woman, pregnant and about to bear a son” (Isaiah
' 7:14). And how about that Son! None other than
“Emmanuel” himself—God-With-Us! Paul, too, is
bursting at the seams! Inspired by what he calls “the
obedience of faith” (Romans 5), he is excited to see
the gospel thriving even among the Gentiles. For
him, the “Spirit of holiness” is a gift offered to all—
Christmas every day, you might say.

Speaking of “obedience of faith,” Joseph is the
perfect example. The word “obey” comes from
the same root as “to hear,” and Joseph has almost
supernatural ears! Matthew, the former tax
collector, tells “how the birth of Jesus Christ came
about” in today’s gospel reading like a bookkeeper—
the Holy Spirit in Column A, Joseph in
Column B, with Mary in the middle. [m] gz 2 [m]
But when an angel whispers to ]

Joseph at night, his dream comes oLy
true: “he took his wife into his home.”
. SCANTO
Everything is set for Emmanuel! LEARN ABOUT
So, the Bible is brimming with QT;SS,_R
Christmas, that is, “God-With-Us,” DULIEK

from end to end. And when a virgin can conceive,
are any of us exempt from “birthing” Jesus in

our midst? Even when a “happy holiday” seems
impossible in the midst of war or violence or
poverty, when our ears hear only silence, let’s sing
Christmas carols every day! @

Reflect
How am I at listening? Can I find new insights
in old stories that I think I know so well?

© 2025 LIGUORI PUBLICATIONS * AMINISTRY OF THE REDEMPTORISTS ¢ IMAGE: VYTAUTAS MARKUNAS SDB / CATHOPIC



GOD IS WITH US

[@;r the Church, Christmas is not just a one-day event but a full 12-day season

that begins with the Christmas celebration of God’s incarnation in Jesus of Nazareth
and then progresses to the Epiphany as he is gradually manifested to John the Bap-
tist, to his disciples, to the magi and finally to us and to the whole world.

@ge Twelve Days of Christmas have roots in early Christian tradi-
tion, marking the period between the birth of Jesus and the visit

of the Magi. The early church established
this period as a time of celebration and
reflection on the Incarnation and the rev-
elation of Christ to the Gentiles.

C .
; S
a )
¢ VIR K ol @hristmas is thus not just about

,’ 71 v a baby in a manger but about how
" {1 the God who promised to be with

us comes to be with us in Jesus, our “Emmanuel, which
means God is with us” (Mt 1:23), and even more how
God continues to be with us by dwelling in us and in

our community, the Body of Christ. Christmas is about
God’s call to men and women, children and adults, to
become “divinized” persons.

@/))y uniting divinity and humanity in himself, Jesus
invites us to participate in this incarnational mystery.
Our lives are Christmas in miniature. We are invited
to let God be born in us so that we become “divin-
ized” persons, full of the divine life and called to re-
L g ) ) alize God’s vision of a world
T ™ @7 s of justice, love and peace.
i & % Through us, God makes an

; : appeal to all humanity to
e A enter into this life.
éj ;‘.r, @uring this blessed sea-
p: g son, then, we are constantly
reminded of God’s love and desire to be
with us so that we can share in the divine
life and also share this life with others.
Celebrating the full Christmas Season
provides us with a period of calm in
which the spiritual meaning of the
manifestation of Jesus, God-With-Us
can be explored.




The Christmas Story

After centuries of preparation, at God’s appointed time (around 4 BC),
the drama of Christ’s incarnation began to unfold in the tiny, out of
the way village of Nazareth in the hilly northern part of the Holy Land
called Galilee.

The accounts of Jesus’ birth are found in chapters 1-2 of the Gospels
of Matthew and Luke. Although they relate the story in different ways,
Matthew concentrating on Joseph and his dilemma about accepting
Jesus as his son and Luke concentrating on Mary and her willing par-
ticipation in God’s plan for salvation, both Gospel writers stress that
Jesus was not just another human child born to human parents but the
unique son of God born through the agency of God’s active power, the
Holy Spirit.

Both Gospel writers stress that the infancy story of Jesus is really a min-
iature version of the rest of the Gospel: Jesus comes into our world—
and into each person’s life—and each one must then decide to respond
either positively with acceptance or negatively with hostility. So Joseph
and Mary, their relatives Elizabeth and Zechariah, the shepherds and
the magi recognize Jesus as God’s son sent for salvation. But threatened
by this new-born king, King Herod and the Judean Jewish leaders re-
spond with hatred and try to murder him. Similarly, each of us must
also decide how we will respond to Christ’s presence in our lives today.

Mass / W
A Praver ﬁxf W
/ﬁégm‘w 20?52026

Look upon us, O Lord,

hear and enlighten us. SRtV X oo
Is 52:7-10
Show us your very self.
- Heb 1:1-6
Take pity on our efforts Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14
and strivings toward you, Holy Family (Dec 28)

for we have no strength without you.

Teach us to seek you,
and when we seek you
show yourself to us,

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
Mary, Mother of God (Jan 1)

for we cannot seek you Nm 6:22-27
unless you teach us, Gal 4:4-7
nor can we find you Lk 2:16-21
Epiphany (Jan 4)
unless you show yourself to us. T B0LL
Let us sc?ek you.in desi.ring you Eigh 3:2_'3% 5.6
and desire you in seeking you, Mt 2:1-12
let us find you by loving you, Baptism of Jesus (Jan 11)
and love you in finding you. Is 42:1-4, 6-7
—St. Anselm of Canterbury Acts 10:34-38
Mt 3:13-17

The Christmas
Season

As the familiar 18th century Eng-
lish Christmas carol reminds us,
the Christmas Season, also known
as Christmastide, is not just one day
but a 12 day celebration. In the
Church’s liturgical year, Christmas
day was the first of the 12 days. The
last night, twelfth night, is January
5, the eve of the feast of the Epiph-
any, celebrated on January 6. Today,
the final Sunday of the Christmas
Season celebrates the Baptism of
Jesus. Clearly, Christmas is meant
to be not just a celebration of the
baby Jesus or Jesus' birthday but a
summary of our lives in relation to
God’s intimate, incarnate presence
with us today.

In the early Eastern Church, the
Epiphany was the primary celebra-
tion of both Jesus' birth and his
manifestation to the world. It was
associated with the winter solstice
when the sun’s light began to be
renewed for another year. In the
Roman West in the 3rd century,
the celebration of Jesus' birth was
shifted to December 25 to compete
with the pagan festival of the “un-
conquered sun” (natalis solis invicti)
and the time until Epiphany be-
came the Christmas Season. From
the 4th century on, Christmas, with
its focus on Christ’s incarnation as a
truly human person like ourselves,
grew in popularity until today it of-
ten surpasses Easter in the popular
imagination.

The Season of Christmas: The True Light Has Come © Copyright 2025 by All Saints Press. (800) 923-8618 and AllSaintsPress.com. 30-232




Dear Padre,

| went to confession, and then, months later, my priest
was removed for alcoholism and theft. Is my confession

still worthy?

Your confession is not dependent on the worthiness or the unworthiness

of the priest. Your confession is made to Jesus; the priest is a witness who
pronounces the words of absolution that Jesus intended in the sacrament.

“From the moment that a sacrament is celebrated in accordance with

the intention of the Church, the power of Christ and his Spirit acts in and

through it, independently of the personal holiness of the minister” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1128).
The question of the efficacy of the sacrament and the unworthiness of the minister who performs the

sacrament in the name of the Church is not new. During the time of persecution, in the early centuries of the

Church, some people, including priests and bishops, avoided martyrdom by offering the required oblation to

Caesar. Later, they repented and returned to the Christian community, a community that included the surviving

family and friends of the men and women who were martyred. The question was asked, and with some

animated energy, “How could these ministers who sinned to save their own lives now represent the Church?”

The answer, arrived at with patience and discernment, is that the minister is only the representative of the
sacrament, not the source of the sacrament. Jesus is faithful, even when his ministers have been unfaithful. ®

I think it is important
for all of us to learn
how to listen more, to
enter into dialogue.
First and foremost,
with the Lord: always

listen to the word of

God. Then also listen
to others, to know how to build bridges, to know
how to listen without judging, not closing the
doors [and] thinking that we have all the truth

and no one else can tell us anything.

HOMILY, ROME, MAY 11, 2025

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Monday
December 22
Advent Weekday
1Sm 1:24-28
Lk 1:46-56

Tuesday
December 23
Advent Weekday
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24
Lk 1:57-66

Wednesday
December 24
Advent Weekday
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-
12,144, 16

Lk 1:67-79

Thursday
December 25

The Nativity of the
Lord (Christmas)

Is 52:7-10

Heb 1:1-6
Jn1:1-18 or 1:1-5,
9-14

Friday
December 26
St. Stephen,

the First Martyr
Acts 6:8-10;
7:54-59

Mt 10:17-22

Saturday
December 27
St. John, Apostle
and Evangelist
1Jn1:1-4

Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Sunday
December 28

The Holy Family
of Jesus, Mary,

and Joseph

Sir 3:2-6,12-14
Col 3:12-21 or
3:12-17

Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

Do you have a question for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send your question
and to learn more about Dear Padre.

E [ e Catholic. Pastoral. Trusted. © 2025 Liguori Publications. Imprimi Potest: Fr. Kevin Zubel, CSsR, Provincial, Denver Province, the Redemptorists. Liguori Publications, a nonprofit

Kﬁ corporation, is an apostolate of the Redemptorists. To learn more about the Redemptorists, visit Redemptorists.com. No part of this work may be used in any form without the prior
>

é PUBLICATIONS Written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from The New American Bible, Revised Edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian
N A Redemptorist Ministry Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. AllL Rights Reserved. Printed in USA. Visit Liguori.org or call 800-325-9521.
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MELISSA MONTGOMERY |
REALTOR®/BROKER

Helping you find your little piece of heaven
here on earth!

melissa@3mhomes.com

www.3mhomes.com
500-048-3147 @ RE/MAX

) DEJULIA ELDER LAW & ;
H?a(ﬁf%&ctl&iiic | ESTATE PLANNING, PLLC Roach & Bishop
i - - Law Offices
Courtney Hunter, ARNP Respect « Empathy « Compassion | [EERSSIR T NIRRT
Diabetes Specialist Elder Law o Estate Planning Prafhie Offenses YAl
(509) 946-6851 Probate/Estate Administration Immigration-Naturali : 1on
/ Accepting New Patients (509) 591-0237 S
www.courtneyhunterarnp.com | diann@dejulialaw.com 509-547-7587

Panshloner

Y

HIGHSTREET

J Insurance & Financial Services
I am a LOCAL Benefits Advisor who specializes in Medicare
Insurance and Financial Services. As a trusted source, |
provide the following solutions to my clients:

Medicare Education & Enroliment
Life Insurance Planning

Long Term Care Insurance
Retirement Income Planning
On-going support and reviews

Call me for a NO COST
consultation with no
obligation to enroll

George Mackie
Benefits Advisor
509.223.7699
George.Mackie@highstreetins.com

Tri-Cities Funeral Homes
1431 S. Union, Kennewick, WA
(509) 783-9532

| Get Tt Cleaned [{QuWERY /I
(509) 302-5522

: Services that
Residential celebrate life!
Commercial

Accepting
New Patients

| 509-303-3428

Greenlee Funeral Home
1608 W. Court St., Pasco, WA

: (509) 547-3316
;ll % J %%

Dermatol
Solut|ons l°gy :

Medical « Surgical » Cosmetic

91 Gage Bivd.

(4
Quail Ridge
DENTAL
— KENNETH HOWARD DDS -
‘A Family
Practice with
Family Values”

909-783- 9669

Christy Masterman
Melissa Waterbury

Nurse Practitioners in
Dermatology

4309 W 27th Place, Suite 301
Kennewick, WA 99338

Chvatal @King

FAMILY LAW ATTORNEYS

Patricia J. Chvatal ¢ Allison M. King
11 « Elisa M. Cantu, Attorney at Law (se habla espafio/

e Divorce © Property Division e Child Support
e Child Custody and Visitations

1111 Jadwin Avenue, Richland ¢ 943-3331
www.ChvatalLaw.com

Senior Hands

IF YOU LIVE ALONE ¥
MDMedAlert!™ 2o

+ Ambulance « Police/Fire $1
+ Family/Friends +* GPS & Fall Alert _

8008089204 30

Imo. %8

Make Hope Work =

Make a difference in your
community by volunteering
with Catholic Charities

" LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Julie Blissett

Th/u Rp,{

BENTAL

World-class care.

Worldwide aware.

4 md-medalertcom

Dr. Bart Roach
Graduate of Tri-Cities Prep
www.3riversdental.com

509-735-8521
10201 Clearwater Ave
Kennewick

www.sonrisaimmaculata.org |

ooklng for Room
to Rent ASAP
In search of a room for
my 73 year old male
family member.
Please call Mrs. Mitchell at |

o Bru Ce Inc.

MECHANICAL
HEATING & AIR

Catholic
Charmes

TTT

AmeriCorps
Seniors

DEALERSHIPS

Sales Associate - Parishione

915 Bypass Hwy, Richland, WA §
(509) 943-1114 pHONE

EINANSATSUNSET.COM

McCurley

Wade McCurley

wade.mccurley@mccurley.net
509.820.9914 - www.mccurley.net

We treat:

Knee Pain

Foot Pain
Frozen Shoulde

X-ray
1st Treatment

r & Veteran

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

A 4C 05-1720

Parish ofvThe Holy Spirit, Kennewick, WA



