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The ANCHOR 
Oriental United Methodist Church 

 404 Freemason Street  
Oriental NC  28571 

252-249-0213 
orientalumc@orientalumc.org 

www.orientalumc.org 

    LOVE BOLDLY, SERVE JOYFULLY AND LEAD COURAGEOUSLY 

                                                                 Our Core Values 

Since 1887, Oriental United Methodist Church has been and is committed to living out our values of love for God and one another. 
Guided by John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules: do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we 
love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously. All are always welcome in our OUMC community. 

September 2026 

Ponderous Thoughts 
 

“All you need is a smile and a little sparkle.” —Dolly Parton 
 
Dolly Parton, in many ways, makes a pretty unusual saint. Just put her, in full makeup and with her heels on, next to 
Mother Theresa in your mind…they don’t really seem like they go together…yet the two of them have had a pro-
found affect on the lives and faith of more people than either of them could ever have imagined.  
Both women had a heart for people who were often ignored or forgotten. Mother Theresa saw Jesus in the faces of 
sick and starving people in Calcutta; Dolly Parton wanted every child to not only be able to read, but to actually own 
books. And while Dolly didn’t give up the glitz and glamour of a music career, she did create the Imagination Library, 
which aimed to put a book in the hand of every child, every month, from birth until they turned 5. 60 books of their 
very own, from a woman who had watched her father struggle with illiteracy, and wanted to prevent anyone else 
from ever feeling that way. Currently the Imagination Library sends 3.4 million books out each month to the U.S., 
Canada, the U.K., Australia, and the Republic of Ireland. 
Of course, it takes more than generosity to be a saint, and Dolly Parton was public about her faith as well. From her 
hit song, “The Coat of Many Colors,” tying together the Bible story of Joseph and his colorful coat and the little coat 
her mother sewed for her from scraps of fabric, to her public statements about her faith keeping her sane and posi-
tive in the stressful entertainment industry, to the ways she viewed generosity and kindness as part of her Christian 
calling, Dolly Parton kept her Christian faith at the center of her life.  
One of the themes of Theo of Golden, which we will share as part of a sermon series and book group starting in Sep-
tember, is how we might perceive saints in ordinary life. While no one could call Dolly Parton ordinary, she embod-
ied that kind of sainthood—it was pure and genuine, just an expression of who she was. We had the sense that she 
was who she was at home, on stage, and anywhere else she went, and that if that dazzling smile were ever directed 
our way, it would feel like the warmest welcome.  
Dolly and Mother Theresa were alike in another way: they weren’t perfect, and they acknowledged their imperfec-
tions instead of trying to hide them. Their openness about being human makes them seem all the more saintlike, 
and also more relatable. 
I was sitting at my desk in the office, working on charge conference paperwork, when I got a text message from my 
father that Dolly Parton had died. Over the course of the afternoon, I began to see news reports, social media posts, 
and comments from friends about Dolly Parton’s legacy, and particularly what she meant to them. I am not a fan of 
country music, and I still don’t prefer most of Dolly’s music, but I am a fan of Dolly Parton. Saint Dolly—may she ever 
point us to grace, welcome, and generous love.  
 
Grace and peace, 
Anne 
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Events that occur weekly throughout September 

 
Sunday Riverfront Worship Service at Lou Mac Park            8:30 am 
  Worship Service, OUMC Sanctuary                                                                       10:30 am 
                      Drum’in Dragons Practice in the Fellowship Hall                                                     3:00  pm 
Tuesdays Bible Study                     10:00 am 
                      Beginners Ukulele                                                                                                  12:30 pm 
  UHOO’s Ukulele Practice               2:00 pm 
Wednesday Community Art                2:00 pm 
  Praise Band Rehearsal                                                                                             5:00 pm                      
Thursday PrimeTime Pamlico Breakfast with Friends at Brantley’s in the Back Room             8:30 am 
  PrimeTime Pamlico Prayer Shawl Ministries—Fellowship Hall                            10:00 am 
 
 

 
 
 

September 3  Worship Team meeting                                                                          1:00 pm 

September 6   Bring Turkey Gravy for PCFLO 

September 8   Sara Veal Circle meets       9:15 am 

   Lay leadership/Nominating committee meets    4:00pm 

September 9  Prime Time Game Day       2:00 pm 

September 10 Sand Dollar Circle meets                 3:00 pm 

   The Gathering        6:00 pm 

September 12 Methodist Men’s Breakfast       9:00 am 
September 13 Theo of Golden preaching series begins      8:30 am 
                               10:30 am 

September 13 Quaker Silent Worship-all are welcome     2:00 pm 

September 14 Mission Team meeting       9:30 am 

   Prime Time Pamlico-ECU Digital Workshop             10:00 am 

   Sojourners Circle meets                11:30 am 

   Trustees meeting        4:00 pm 

September 16 Music Planning meeting       3:30 pm 

September 17 Theo of Golden book study                11:30 am 

September 20 Theo of Golden preaching series continues 

September 23 Prime Time Game Day       2:00 pm 

September 24 Theo of Golden book study                11:30 am 
September 27 Theo of Golden preaching series continues 

   Quaker Silent Worship-all are welcome     2:00 pm 

September 28 The Gathering        6:00 pm 

 

 Calendar of Events 

THE ANCHOR 
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THE ANCHOR 

The Deadline for the October Newsletter 

  is September 24!     

 

                                    ********** 

Methodist Men’s Breakfast  

Our monthly Men’s Breakfast will be held on Saturday, 

September 12 at 9 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please 

text or email Jim Kellenberger by noon on Friday the 

11th, if you plan to attend.   

919-621-0362/jimkellenberger05@gmail.com                                

********* 

Women’s Circle News 
 

 

Sojourner’s Circle:  September 14 @ 11:30 am 
 

Sara Veal Circle Meeting: September 8 @  9:15 

am                   

 

Sand Dollar Circle: September 10 @ 3:00 pm  

 
******** 

 
PCFLO Food of the Month: 

 September  food of the month is  

TURKEY GRAVY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dennis Balsly                              9/2 

Carly Hoff   9/6 

Shirley Mauney  9/7 

Lewis “Buddy” Bell   9/10 

Miss Julia Hart   9/13 

Elin Kujat   9/13  

Hailey Rice   9/14 

Ben Casey   9/14 

Chris Hale   9/16 

Jim Baluss   9/17 

Peg Witt   9/18  

Joanne Hurley   9/19 

John Delamar   9/20 

Maureen Anderson  9/20 

Kathryn Eberdt-Wynne 9/20 

Catherine Davis  9/22 

Toni McCraw   9/25 

Mike Miller   9/25 

Christa Brown   9/26 

Parker Stevenson  9/26 

Ernie Glass   9/27 

Lynn Mattea   9/29 

Paul Delamar Jr.   9/30 

Tiffany Dunbar   9/30 

If you have a September birthday that is not 

listed please call the office at 249-0213. 
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Announcements continued… 

 

8:30 at Lou Mac Park & 10:30 in the Sanctuary 

 

Our volunteer greeters and readers for the 8:30 worship service 

DATE    READERS    GREETERS 

September 6 Lynn Rockwell   Joanne Hurley                   

September 13 Donna Creech   Gail Hargett-Lilly 

September 20 Jim Kellenberger   Jim & Leslie Kellenberger  

September 27 Ann Boswell   Dave & Linda Bacon   

   

 

  Our volunteer greeters and readers for the 10:30 worship service 

 

September 6 Janet Lind    Shirley Mauney 

September 13 Karen VanGamper  Shirley Mauney 

September 20 Janet Lind    Shirley Mauney   

September27 Karen VanGamper  Shirley Mauney 

    

*********************** 

 
 
United Women in Faith held their 
yearly breakfast at Brantley’s on August 22. 
We had great attendance and our speakers 
were from The INN at Pamlico. 
 

Shirley Mauney was the recipient of the  
Woman of The Year award. Shirley quietly 
serves wherever she is needed with a smile on 
her face. We appreciate all she does for the 
church and community! 
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MISSION for September – 2026 

 

 The Paiges, our missionaries serving in Spain, enjoyed their time in Oriental. We were able to 

visit with them after the 8:30 service by the river on August 9 th . The following morning in the Con-

ference Room, Carol and Donald each presented an inspiring presentation of their ministry up-

dates.  We were amazed at what the Lord has and is accomplishing through their passion and dedi-

cation! 

 God has led them into a new season by expanding their outreach and ministry.  Carol was in-

vited to join an effort to plant more Christian schools in Spain. She has several Christian educators 

that have already approached her with an eagerness to join her efforts!  

 Donald will now be putting all of his efforts into growing their church at Lifeboat, which start-

ed with just a few members and is now standing room only with many children in an Upstairs 

room.  Even their son Daniel has been approached by his friends and soccer buddies to tell them 

about Jesus.  God is clearly working in their lives to further His Kingdom! 

  Swim Lessons at the Village Health & Fitness Center were taught by Katie Rahn in June, July 

and August. Over 100 children received lessons with partial or full scholarships paid for by donations 

from the Nautical Co-op of Oriental (NCO) and our Local Mission Fund. 

 School Supplies were delivered to Pamlico County Schools the week before school 

started. They were accepted with much gratitude!!! Thank you for your generous response to 

help the students in our county. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The last week of August, Backpack Blessings held several packing sessions for weekend Food 

bags for students in Pamlico, Craven and Jones County so they would be available for the new school 

year. The social workers or counselors will give these bags to children in need every Friday to ensure 

they will have something to eat on weekends. The non-perishable food items are purchased  
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MISSIONS continued 

from ALDI or Food Lion with grant money and donations from Backpack Blessings’ supporting 

churches. We will support them this month with a donation of $1,000 from our Mission Budget. 

 NO CHILD WET BEHIND…Pamlico Partnership for Children has started their annual diaper 

drive from September through October. You are welcome to drop off donations of disposable dia-

pers and wet wipes in the OUMC Fellowship Hall. 

Thank you for your support of time, collected items, and funds to serve those in need in our com-
munity!!! 

 

Together in His Service, 

Nancy and Steve Duttry 
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What if the key to loving our neighbors isn’t doing bigger things, but noticing smaller 
ones? Join us this month for The Art of Seeing, a 4-week sermon series and book study 
inspired by the novel Theo of Golden, as we explore the quiet power of kindness, won-
der, and unearned grace. Come discover how paying attention to the ordinary can open 
our eyes to extraordinary community—in-person worship and group study details be-
low! Bring your neighbors, your friends, your book group.  

We have several copies of  Theo of Golden in the office.  These books are on loan from the Pamlico Library and will 
need to be returned to the office when the study is concluded.  Stop in and sign out a book if you need one. 
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Lay Member Report to Oriental UMC from Annual Conference 2026 

https://nccumc.org/ac2026/ 

Facebook.com/nccumc Instagram.com/nccumc 

 

As your Lay Member to the North Carolina Conference, I attended this year’s gathering in Greenville of eastern North Carolina 

United Methodists with Pastor Anne, Lay Leader Catherine Baxley, and 1,010 fellow laity and clergy. The NC Conference en-

compasses 56 counties in eastern North Carolina, with 136,130 members in 438 congregations. A quick summary and wrap of 

the Annual Conference can be found at https://nccumc.org/news/2026/06/ac-2026-final-wrap-up/ 

If you’d like a deeper dive, recordings and videos of all plenary sessions and worship services are posted at nccumc.org/

ac2026/watch. Photos are available at https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCWGsM 

Thursday 6-18-26 

The full Conference opens each year with separate executive sessions for Laity and for Clergy. Conference Lay Leader John Hall 

led the Laity Executive Session, sharing the stories of laity serving  joyfully in ministry and their daily lives. Catherine and I were 

particularly struck by the volunteer-powered, dementia-focused respite program “Come Again Community Respite” in New 

Bern. Trinity UMC is partnering with Centenary UMC using the “Respite for All” model. Well worth exploring for Oriental. 

https://respiteforall.org/locations/come-again-community-respite-at-trinity-umc/ 

The Plenary Session 

Bishop Shelton preached the opening service, reminding all of the United Methodist Church’s Vision Statement: “The UMC 

forms disciples of Jesus Christ who, empowered by the Holy Spirit, love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously in local 

communities and worldwide connection.” Reports included New Faith Communities, Higher Education & Campus Ministries, 

Office of Clergy Life, Board of Ordained Ministry, and Connectional Ministries. 

Celebrations highlighted the 70th anniversary of approval for full ordination of women since 1956. Currently 43% of NC’s UMC 

pastors are women. 

The NC Conference celebrated the official federal recognition of the Lumbee Nation whose tribal lands are in the southern part 

of our Conference. John Oxendine led a wonderful session including the young ladies called Lumbee Ambassadors who travel 

statewide, all wearing traditional garb. Highly recommend watching it at nccumc.org/ac2026/watch , scroll down to “Thursday 

Afternoon Session” and go to minute 1.33.32. 

Thursday evening’s work session included my favorite report, the Conference Statistician’s report. Yes Jackie, your weekly head 

counts MATTER! Average Conference attendance at weekly worship services stands at 28,946, down 11 from 2024. $635,817 

was given toward United Methodist Men’s projects and $622,597 toward United Women in Faith projects. Membership for 

2025 was down 6,255 from 2024. Worshippers engaged in mission for 2025 were 32,181 (up 2,070 from 2024). Our Conference 

approved a budget of $11,279,314 for 2028, a 4.31% decrease from last year’s budget. The evening concluded with an ice 

cream social. 

Friday 6-19-26 

Friday morning’s plenary session began with Rev. Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe sharing the history of the United Methodist Social 

Principles and its latest revision. 
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Lay Member Report, continued 

 

Friday afternoon, the All Saints Celebration and Memorial Service for clergy who passed away in the past year was held and 

Oriental’s Rev. Penny Dollar Farmer was honored. https://nccumc.org/news/2026/06/all-saints-memorial-service-2026/ 

The Juneteenth Celebration featured powerful and soulful music from the University UMC Jazz Ensemble from Chapel Hill 

featuring jazz artist Ti Berinson, UUMC’s music minister. You can watch it at nccumc.org/ac2026/watch, scroll down to 

“Friday Afternoon Session” and go to minute 3. And here’s the link to wonderful photos: https://nccumc.org/news/2026/06/

juneteenth-celebration/ The Council of Bishops of the worldwide United Methodist Church will host a Leadership Gathering in 

Calgary, Alberta, Canada October 20-24. The theme is “Emboldened by the Spirit - Imagining the Church to Be”. 

Connectional Ministries presentations included inspirational reports from Methodist Home for Children’s and from Camp and 

Retreat Ministries. 

The financial reports were presented by the Conference Council on Finance & Administration, the Insurance Committee, the 

Board of Pension, and the Commission on Equitable Compensation. 

Saturday 6-20-26 

On Saturday morning, celebration of the Lumbee Nation continued, highlighting the strong connection between the Lumbee 

and the NC Conference. 

The Gun Violence Task Force shared this video https://nccumc.org/leadership/2026/07/gun-violence-prevention-task-force-

video/. 

There was an update on the Full Communion Agreement between The United Methodist Church (already approved) and the 

Episcopal Church (will vote in 2027), allowing the UMC and TEC to serve together in shared worship, shared ministry, and 

shared . 

The final report of the actions taken on each Resolution is at https://nccumc.org/ac2025/resolutions . 

Next year’s Annual Conference will be in Greenville June 16-19, 2027. New delegates to General Conference will be elected at 

that time in preparation for the next legislative assembly of the General Conference in Minneapolis May 8-18, 2028. 

Fixing of the Clergy Appointments were shared at the Conference: In Pamlico County, Pastor John Farmer continues at Bay-

boro and Alliance UMCs, Pastor Dennis Goodwin at Vandemere UMC and our Pastor Anne at Oriental UMC. 

Conference concluded with the inspiring Ordering of Ministry service. The former Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, 

the Right Reverend Michael Curry preached. Elected in 2015, he was the first African-American to lead the Episcopal Church. 

Prior to that he was the first African-American Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina and has retired to Raleigh. 

In the spirit of ecumenism, the laying on of hands for ordination included Bishop Darin Moore, Presiding Bishop of the Eastern 

NC Episcopal District of the AME Zion Church. Episcopal Bishops Michael Curry and Sam Rodman stood in affirmation for the 

ordination of the elders. Some of you may know Greg & Dottie Gallagher--their nephew Dawson Lane was ordained as an El-

der and named the Conference’s Associate Director for Clergy Life while also serving part-time at Holly Springs UMC. And our 

District Lay Leader Kim Rice Smith became a Certified Lay Minister. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leslie Kellenberger, OUMC Lay Member 

leslie@kellenbergernc.com 

(919) 621-5332 cell 
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                                            **************************************** 

Food of the Month: Turkey Gravy 

PCFLO is selecting a Food of the Month for each month during 2026, and our selection for Septem-
ber is turkey gravy. Help provide PCFLO clients with holiday meals by bringing turkey gravy to your 
church during any Sunday this month. You can also bring your donations to the PCFLO collection 
box at the Food Pantry at 108 Straight Road in Oriental or collection boxes at First Citizens Bank, Vil-
lage Health and Fitness, Piggly Wiggly and Brantley’s in Oriental, First Citizens Bank and Sweet An-
nie’s in Bayboro, and Minnesott Golf and Country Club in Arapahoe.   

Looking ahead to October and November, the Foods of the Month will be holiday side dishes 
(stuffing, mashed potatoes, yams, green beans, cranberry sauce, etc.) as we begin preparing for 
Thanksgiving. Thanks for your support!!  

                                            **************************************** 

Finance Update 
To meet our total expected expenses for 2026, our contributions needed to total 
about $260,000, or about $5,000 per week. 
 
Total Offerings as of August 30, 2026 =  $161,786 
Total budget as of August 30, 2026 = $175,000 
Surplus / shortfall = $13,214 
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Oriental United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 70  

Oriental, NC  28571 

THE ANCHOR; YOUR LINK TO OUMC 

Prayer List:: Helen Bland, Mary Boudreault, Jennifer Burke,  Martha Jo Campbell, Aldo Cristiani, 

Nancy & Denise DiNunzio, Peter Dripchek, Branson Dunn, Jill Ensley, Marvin Friel, Jodie Geiger, John 

Hallinan, Nancy Hart, Kelly Hitchcock, Patti Higginbottom, Joan Horick, Joan Johnen, Carol 

Johnson, Warren Johnson, Martha Keefe, Susan Klemm, Gracie Knowles, Kayla Krelie, Peggy 

Lauricella, Gary & Pat Leonard,  Matt McIntyre, Diana Midyette, Susan Pandich, Lilly Pearson, 

Dianne Piland, Claire Pittman, Debbie Price, Sally Crothers Ramirez, Linn Raye, Antoinette Rizzi, Dick 

Rodenhouser, Wyatt Rohrman, Kathy Sciorra, Debbie Sevelio, Ben & Anne Sims, Carol Small, Ernie 

Smith, Jeanne Urban, Tracy Vail, Karen VanGamper, Worth Wallin & Family, Harold & Arlene Walter, 

Hattie Werner, Bill White, Edna Whorton, Glen Wible, Missionaries, Our Military Personnel 

 

 

OUR CHURCH STAFF 
Dr. Anne Sims:  Pastor 

Catherine Baxley: Lay Leader 
Tracy Peterson:  Office Staff 

 

PRIME TIME STAFF 
Debora Steenson:  Director                                
Prime Time Number:  252-675-0909 
director@primetimepamlico.org 
 

                

OFFICE HOURS 

9 am to 3 pm Monday through Thursday  

(Except Holidays) 

 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Office: (252) 249-0213               

Fax: (252) 249-0411 

Church Email: orientalumc@orientalumc.org 

Find us on Facebook:   

facebook.com/www.orientalumc.org 

WEB SITE:  www.OrientalUMC.org  


