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The ANCHOR 
Oriental United Methodist Church 

 404 Freemason Street  
Oriental NC  28571 

252-249-0213 
orientalumc@orientalumc.org 

www.orientalumc.org 

    LOVE BOLDLY, SERVE JOYFULLY AND LEAD COURAGEOUSLY 

                                                                 Our Core Values 

Since 1887, Oriental United Methodist Church has been and is committed to living out our values of love for God and one another. 
Guided by John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules: do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we 
love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously. All are always welcome in our OUMC community. 

Ponderous Thoughts 
 

“She read books as one would breathe air, to fill up and live.” — Annie Dillard 
 
I have always been a reader, as long as I can remember. Family lore says Mom taught me to read when my 
sister was very little, so I could occupy myself some of the time. I struggle to sleep without reading in bed, 
and I’ve spent more nights than I can count reading just one more page, just one more chapter and waking 
up with a book on my chest and my glasses still on. Or to the book falling on my face… 
Lately, though, I’m in a bit of a rut. I’ve been reading long series of urban fantasy novels. I have always loved 
immersing myself in a new world, and lately I’ve gravitated towards completed series that tell of magical 
creatures in worlds similar to ours, pretty distractions from what has been a very busy year that’s consumed 
so much attention that these lighter stories are all I’ve had bandwidth for.  
So this summer (as soon as I finish my current series), I’m looking for new reads. I’ve got a couple on my list: 
Joyful, Anyway, by Kate Bowler, who says, “I believe that the world would be a gentler place if we took apart 
the well-meaning clichés we use when life is hard. What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger? Maybe what 
doesn’t kill you might try again tomorrow…life is so beautiful and life is so hard. For everyone. And while we 
can’t always be happy, we can be joyful, anyway.”  
Josh Scott’s Bible Stories for Grown-Ups looks at familiar stories we’ve known from childhood, and offers 
new information for us to understand them as adults in our current context.  
Diana Butler Bass’ new book, A Beautiful Year, examines the Christian liturgical calendar of holy days and 
readings and how it’s stories of love, hospitality, mercy, justice, and gratitude intersect with the secular cal-
endar we live by.  
But I need your help. What should be on my summer reading list? What have you read that you think I’ll en-
joy, or that I should read and learn from? Please don’t hesitate to email me suggestions of books, articles, or 
even podcasts that you love! Bonus points for podcasts that publish transcripts, as I’m a much better reader 
than listener, but I’ll give your suggestions a try! 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Anne 
 
 

PS: If you haven’t read Theo of Golden by Allen Levi and you’re looking for a summer read of your own, I 
highly recommend this lovely tale of a gentle and kind person who really sees those around him, and how 
that changes the community in which he finds himself. You might hear more about that in the fall! 
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Events that occur weekly throughout May 

 
Sunday Riverfront Worship Service at Lou Mac Park            8:30 am 
  Worship Service, OUMC Sanctuary                                                                       10:30 am 
                      Drum’in Dragons Practice in the Fellowship Hall                                                     3:00  pm 
Tuesdays Bible Study                     10:00 am 
                      Beginners Ukulele                                                                                                  12:30 pm 
  UHOO’s Ukulele Practice               2:00 pm 
Wednesday Community Art                2:00 pm 
  Praise Band Rehearsal                                                                                             5:00 pm                      
Thursday PrimeTime Breakfast with Friends at Brantley’s in the Back Room                   8:30 am 
  PrimeTime Prayer Shawl Ministries—Fellowship Hall                                       10:00 am 
 
 
 
 
May 2  Town-wide Yard Sale 

May 3  Bring Jiffy cornbread mixes to church for PCFLO 

May 7  Worship Team meeting              1:00 pm 
May 9  Methodist Men’s Fellowship Breakfast            9:00 am 

May 10 Quaker Silent Worship-All are welcome            2:00 pm 

May 11  Mission Team Meeting                        9:30 am 

  Sojourners Circle meeting                       11:30 am 

  Community Youth Group              5:30 pm 

May 12 Sara Veal Circle meeting              9:15 am 

  Sand Dollar Circle meeting              6:30 pm 

May 13 Prime Time Game Day                        2:00 pm 

May 14 The Gathering at The Bean              6:00 pm 

May 16 River’s Edge-Perry Griffin House                                                                           1:00 pm 

May 17 Church Council meeting              1:30 pm 

May 20 Prime Time Board meeting                        1:00 pm 
May 24 Quaker Silent Worship-All are welcome            2:00 pm 

May 25 Office closed-Memorial Day 

  The Gathering at The Bean              6:00 pm 

May 26 Newsletter deadline 

May 27 Prime Time Game Day              2:00 pm 

May 31 5th Sunday Sing at St. Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church         6:00 pm 

 

 

 

 Calendar of Events 
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THE ANCHOR 

The Deadline for the June Newsletter 

  is May 26!     

 

                                    ********** 

Methodist Men’s Breakfast 

Our monthly Men’s Breakfast will be held on Saturday, 

May 9 at 9 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please text or 

email Jim Kellenberger by noon on Friday the 8th, if 

you plan to attend.   

919-621-0362/jimkellenberger05@gmail.com                                

********* 

Women’s Circle News 
 

 

Sojourner’s Circle:  May 11 @ 11:30 at M&Ms 
 

Sara Veal Circle Meeting: May 12 @ 9:30  

 

Sand Dollar Circle: May 12 @ 6:30 at Nancy 

Duttry’s house     

******** 
 

PCFLO Food of the Month: 

 May food of the month is  

JIFFY CORNBREAD MIX 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Office closed Memorial Day, May 25 

May’s Birthdays 

 

Jacqueline Welles   May 3 

David Burrows                May 5 

Dalene Johnson   May 6 

Blake Dunbar    May 8 

Leslie Hammer    May 13 

Mark Milos    May 14 

Gina Gilgo    May 15 

Brenda Milos    May 15 

Dave Bacon    May 18 

Priscilla Wormell   May 23 

George Sechrist   May 23 

Catherine Baxley   May 24 

Amber Belangia   May 25 

Tucker Hayes McIntosh  May 26 

George Tucker                             May 27 

Janice Hindes    May 28 

Robert Godal    May 31  

If you have a May birthday that is not listed, 

please call the office 249-0213 
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Announcements continued… 

 

We return to two Sunday worship services on May 3: 

8:30 at Lou Mac Park & 10:30 in the Sanctuary 

 

Our volunteer greeters and readers for the 8:30 worship service 

DATE    READERS    GREETERS 

May 3   Jim Kellenberger                         Leslie Kellenberger 

May 10  Ros Cheetham   Joanne Hurley 

May 17  Deb Rodenhouser   Ken & Lou Ann Roberts 

May 24  Donna Creech    Joanne Hurley 

May 31       Dennis Balsley   Gail Hargett-Lilly 

 

Our volunteer greeters and readers for the 10:30 worship service 

May 3   Janet Lind    Janet Lind 

May 10  Karen VanGamper   Karen VanGamper 

May 17  Janet Lind    Janet Lind  

May 24  Karen VanGamper   Karen VanGamper 

May 31  Janet Lind    Janet Lind 
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Resources on Aging at Your Fingertips 

                                                                                                                                          By Donna Crothers 

  

 Do you have questions on how to care for someone with dementia? Are you concerned 

about how to plan for and pay for assisted living or long-term care? Or maybe you just want 

some tasty recipes that can be part of a low-cholesterol diet or a diet for a diabetic. 

 Help may be closer than you think! Prime Time has a lending library of more than 50 

different titles that address these issues and many more. Prime Time Director Debora Steen-

son said the selection covers many older adults’ health issues, such as stroke recovery, im-

proving balance, mental disorders in older adults, and help for caregivers. “One of the things I 

find is helpful is if the caregiver can read about the disease” that they are dealing with,    

Debora said. 

 The Prime Time lending library originated with a grant from the East Carolina Council 

Area Agency on Aging in 2023. Along with books, the grant provided DVD programs, such as 

one for how to deal with dementia. A variety of cookbooks were later added  with grants from 

Resourceful Communities over the past three years; the grants also provided cooking classes 

that Prime Time sponsored. 

 However, Debora said that even though the library has been available for about three 

years, it is under-utilized. “I would like to see more people using the library to make their lives 

easier,” Debora said. The books contain great tips; for example, caregivers need to have a 

name posted for Emergency Medical Services to call in the event the caregiver becomes inca-

pacitated. 

 If you think the Prime Time lending library might have resources that could help you, 

contact Debora at director@primetimepamlico.org to set up a time to browse the selections. 

Debora noted that the lending rules are “very lenient” – you can keep your book till you have 

time to go through it. You have access to some very useful 

information in the Prime Time office at OUMC! 
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Finance Update 
To meet our total expected expenses for 2026, our contributions needed to   
total about $260,000, or about $5,000 per week. 

Total Offerings as of April 13, 2026 =  $68.844 
Total budget as of March 24, 2026 = $75,000 
Surplus / shortfall = $6,156  

Sunday May 10, 2026 is Mother’s Day and the Missions Team at OUMC is sponsoring a drive to raise funds 

for the Methodist Children’s Home. 

Please consider a donation to this worthy cause in honor or memory of your mother. Make checks out of 

OUMC with “Methodist Children’s Home” on the memo line.  Thank you. 

 

OUMC Praise Team 

and Pepper Choplin. 

Pepper was in town for 

Cycle NC and joined us 

for Sunday worship. 



 8 

 

 



 9 



 10 

Oriental United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 70  

Oriental, NC  28571 

THE ANCHOR; YOUR LINK TO OUMC 

Prayer List:: Helen Bland, Mary Boudreault, Jennifer Burke,  Martha Jo Campbell, Aldo Cristiani, 

Nancy & Denise DiNunzio, Peter Dripchek, Branson Dunn, Jill Ensley, David  Filipiak, Marvin Friel, 

Jodie Geiger, John Hallinan, Kelly Hitchcock, Patti Higginbottom, Joan Horick, Joan Johnen, Carol 

Johnson, Warren Johnson, Martha Keefe, Susan Klemm, Gracie Knowles, Kayla Krelie, Peggy 

Lauricella, Jennifer Lawrence, Greg, Gary & Pat Leonard,  Matt McIntyre, Diana Midyette, Susan 

Pandich, Lilly Pearson, Dianne Piland, Claire Pittman, Debbie Price, Sally Crothers Ramirez, Linn 

Raye, Antoinette Rizzi, Wyatt Rohrman, Kathy Sciorra, Debbie Sevelio, Ben & Anne Sims, Carol Small, 

Ernie Smith, Joan Ulvog, Jeanne Urban, Karen VanGamper, Harold & Arlene Walter, Hattie Werner, 

Edna Whorton, Glen Wible, Missionaries, Our Military Personnel 

 

 

OUR CHURCH STAFF 
Dr. Anne Sims:  Pastor 

Catherine Baxley: Lay Leader 
Tracy Peterson:  Office Staff 

 

PRIME TIME STAFF 
Debora Steenson:  Director                                
Prime Time Number:  252-675-0909 
director@primetimepamlico.org 
 

                

OFFICE HOURS 

9 am to 3 pm Monday through Thursday  

(Except Holidays) 

 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Office: (252) 249-0213               

Fax: (252) 249-0411 

Church Email: orientalumc@orientalumc.org 

Find us on Facebook:   

facebook.com/www.orientalumc.org 

WEB SITE:  www.OrientalUMC.org  


