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The ANCHOR 
Oriental United Methodist Church 

 404 Freemason Street  
Oriental NC  28571 

252-249-0213 
orientalumc@orientalumc.org 

www.orientalumc.org 

    LOVE BOLDLY, SERVE JOYFULLY AND LEAD COURAGEOUSLY 

                                                                 Our Core Values 

Since 1887, Oriental United Methodist Church has been and is committed to living out our values of love for God and one another. 
Guided by John Wesley’s Three Simple Rules: do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we 
love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead courageously. All are always welcome in our OUMC community. 

Ponderous Thoughts 
 

 

Catherine, Leslie, and I spent several days in June in Greenville at Annual Conference. There are lots of rea-
sons to not enjoy going to conference-mostly the weather, which is always hot, and the schedule, which is 
jam-packed with worship services, committee reports, and ministry celebrations. And on Thursday evening 
we had an ice cream social! 
At Conference, clergy and lay members-always selected in equal numbers-hear the same reports, share the 
same celebrations, and vote on the same questions and resolutions. That doesn’t mean we all agree, but we 
do have the chance to listen to one another. 
We agreed that action must be taken to prevent gun violence in schools and other places even if we don’t 
agree exactly how. We heard students and teachers share their fears, experiences, trauma and tears. We felt 
our own senses of urgency and impotence. We have to sit with that, and with each other. 
We passed the conference’s financial reports, covering mandated minimum salaries, pensions and insurance 
for pastors and full-time Conference employees, salary support for struggling churches, and the Conference 
budget (down a little from last year) nearly unanimously. I think there was a single “nay” vote, just to be con-
trary…but I don’t recall the vote ever having such broad agreement before. 
We heard from Dr Susan Henry-Crowe, formerly of the General Board of Church and Society, about the revi-
sions to the Social Principles of the United Methodist Church, those things we hold as key teachings of our 
faith as we affirm the full dignity and humanity of all God’s people, and our need to care for one another, 
and for all of God’s good creation.  
I loved celebrating 30 years of the Order of Deacons, the 70th anniversary of full clergy rights for women,and 
the federal recognition of the Lumbee tribe, whose tribal lands are in the southern part of the conference. 
Conference is a lot…and it’s a blessing and encouragement as we look to the future. Pastors and church 
members are doing and sharing innovative ministry and forming disciples in love, service, and leadership. 
I’ve not even hit the highlights here, and Leslie will have a more detailed report later. For now, let me say 
that I am proud of our denomination, our conference, and our congregation, who love boldly, serve joyfully, 
and lead courageously into the future. 

 
Grace & peace, 
Pastor Anne  

JULY 2026 
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Events that occur weekly throughout JULY 

 
Sunday Riverfront Worship Service at Lou Mac Park            8:30 am 
  Worship Service, OUMC Sanctuary                                                                       10:30 am 
                      Drum’in Dragons Practice in the Fellowship Hall                                                     3:00  pm 
Tuesdays Bible Study                     10:00 am 
                      Beginners Ukulele                                                                                                  12:30 pm 
  UHOO’s Ukulele Practice               2:00 pm 
Wednesday Community Art                2:00 pm 
  Praise Band Rehearsal                                                                                             5:00 pm                      
Thursday PrimeTime Pamlico Breakfast with Friends at Brantley’s in the Back Room             8:30 am 
  PrimeTime Pamlico Prayer Shawl Ministries—Fellowship Hall                            10:00 am 
 
 
 
 
July 1  Summer Blessings food distribution       9:00 am 

July 4  Rock painting at Labyrinth        10:00 am 

July 5  Bring Canned Green Beans for PCFLO 
July 8  Prime Time Game Day                             2:00 pm 

July 9  The Gathering          6:00 pm 

July 12 Quaker Silent Worship-All are welcome       2:00 pm 

July 15 Methodist Men’s Fellowship Breakfast                                                              9:00 am 

                      Prime Time Pamlico Board meeting       10:00 am 

July 18 River’s Edge @ Perry Griffin house        1:00 pm 

July 22 Finance Committee meeting         9:30 am 

  Prime Time Game Day                                       2:00 pm 

July 26 Quaker Silent Worship-All are welcome       2:00 pm 

July 27  The Gathering          6:00 pm 

July 29 Summer Blessings food distribution       9:00 am 

 
            

 

 

 

 

 

 Calendar of Events 

THE ANCHOR 
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THE ANCHOR 

The Deadline for the August Newsletter 

  is July 28!     

 

                                    ********** 

Methodist Men’s Breakfast (NOTE DATE 
CHANGE)  

Our monthly Men’s Breakfast will be held on Wednes-

day, July 15 at 9 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please 

text or email Jim Kellenberger by noon on Tuesday the 

14th, if you plan to attend.   

919-621-0362/jimkellenberger05@gmail.com                                

********* 

Women’s Circle News 
 

 

Sojourner’s Circle:  Resume in September 
 

Sara Veal Circle Meeting: Resume in                  

September 

 

Sand Dollar Circle: Resume in August  

******** 
 

PCFLO Food of the Month: 

 July food of the month is  

July’s Birthdays 

 

Cyndy Little    July 3 

Dennis Snyder    July 5 

Pastor Anne    July 7 

Cathy Delcambre   July 7 

Lynn Rockwell    July 8 

Jackie Mason    July 10 

Sally Belangia    July 13 

Lucas Dunbar    July 15 

Donna Luh    July 15 

Larry Widdecombe   July 15 

Pastor Charles Moseley  July 16 

Marsha Shirk                                            July 19 

Diane McDaniel   July 21 

Mary White    July 22 

Joan Lilley    July 22 

Joseph Geraghty                                  July 22 

Tristan Stewart    July 23 

Marjorie Dufek                                        July 25 

Andrea Bruce                             July 27 

Bruce Hartman   July 27 

If your July birthday is not listed please call the 

office at 249-0213. 
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Announcements continued… 

 

8:30 at Lou Mac Park & 10:30 in the Sanctuary 

 

Our volunteer greeters and readers for the 8:30 worship service 

DATE    READERS    GREETERS 

July 5   Donna Creech                                    Dave and Linda Bacon 

July 12   Lynn Rockwell    Joanne Hurley 

July 19   Jim Kellenberger 

July 26   Deb Rodenhouser   Carl & Donna Crothers 

 

Our volunteer greeters and readers for the 10:30 worship service 

July 5   Janet Lind    Shirley Mauney     

July 12   Janet Lind               Shirley Mauney  

July 19   Karen VanGampen   Karen VanGampen 

July 26   Janet Lind    Janet Lind 
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An Extra Layer of Security for Realm 

                                                                                                                                     By Donna Crothers 

 

  

What is two-step verification and why do OUMC members need it for Realm? In today’s digital world, 

where information flows seamlessly online, the need for enhanced security measures has never been 

greater. Many members of the church have their financial information stored in order to make it easier to 

make online donations.  In addition all contributions are recorded to the person making the donation.  

Adding an extra layer of security protects this data. The process should be familiar to most of us – first en-

ter your password, then enter a code sent via text or email.   

While two-step verification initially is not required for all  members, Pastor Anne and Technology Chairman 

John Phillips encourage it.  “In order to help protect everyone’s data, church staff and administration are 

required to use two-step verification for Realm. We encourage everyone to enable two-step verification 

for Realm to protect their data and everyone else’s. Those with access to add or change members’ profile 

information, such as Tracy, our finance officers, and myself are required to use two-step verifica-

tion because we have a different level of access from most users. But this is the same kind of authorization 

that you use for other accounts like banking, so it should be familiar,” said Pastor Anne. 

Enabling two-step verification is straightforward. 

First, sign into your Realm account and click on 

your name in the upper right corner of the screen. 

From the dropdown menu, select “My Account.” 

For security reasons, you will be asked to sign in a 

second time. At the bottom of the account settings 

is a button to turn on two-step verification.  At 

that point, you must sign in again and select your 

method of two-step verification. If your mobile 

phone number or email address is not in your pro-

file, you must add it. You will then receive a code 

for verification to get into your account. After this, 

you will use two-step verification each time you 

log in.   

Taking this extra step is worth the effort, John 

said. “Two-step verification is not required of most 

church members, but it is encouraged. Is it an ex-

tra step? Yes. But it behooves us to have this extra 

protection.”  
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MISSION ARTICLE – July 2026  

 Thanks to the generous donations to the Local Mission Fund, the Mission Team voted 

to send $500 each to Pamlico Partnership for Children and Coastal Center for Hope & Heal-

ing (CCHH). 

 CCHH (formerly Coastal Women’s Shelter) continues to help survivors of domestic and 

sexual violence in Craven, Jones and Pamlico counties.  They have served over 1,000 women, 

men and children on their path toward independence.  Their agency recently received Court-

neys’ Home for Hope.  This house will provide survivors with opportunities to stabilize, save 

income, access counseling and advocacy services, and work toward long-term safety. 

                     SCHOOL SUPPLIES for PAMLICO COUNTY STUDENTS 
 
If you would like to help, there will be collection bins in the Fellowship Hall and Narthex.    
             DUE DATE: AUGUST 19th  
ITEMS NEEDED: 

Crayons  
Pencils #2       
Pens 
Colored Pencils 
Pencil Pouches 
Highlighters 
Dry Erase Markers 
Backpacks 
Glue Sticks 
Children’s scissors 
Rulers 
Large Pink Erasers 
Pocket Folders 
3 ring hard Binders – 1 inch, 1 ½ inch - most needed 
Composition Notebooks – most needed 
Loose-leaf notebook paper (wide rule) 
Mini Stapler 
Ear buds/headphones 
Clorox/Lysol Wipes 
Hand Sanitizer 
Kleenex Tissue 
Paper Towels 
Zip Lock Bags (all sizes) 
 
        Many thanks from the OUMC Mission Team!! 
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REWYRE Your LIFE - If you could benefit from a supportive environment that will help you move 
forward positively after the loss of a relationship (breakup, divorce, death, etc) we’d love to have 
you join us!   
What: We will read and discuss the book Rebuilding When Your Relationship Ends, by Fisher and     
Alberti (which focuses on divorce, but is mostly relevant to everyone who has lost a partner.) 
Why: We all heal and grow better as part of a community. 
Where: Perry-Griffin Community Center 
When: 7-8:30pm on Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 23; ending Nov 18 
Who: Ann Boswell, who has benefitted greatly from ReWYRE, will lead us.  
How to sign up: Text Ann at 919-593-9806: Type ReWYRE and leave your name & email and/or call or text 

To meet our total expected expenses for 2026, our contributions 
needed to total about $260,000, or about $5,000 per week. 
 
Total Offerings as of June 15, 2026 =  $105,043 
Total budget as of June 15, 2026 = $120,000 
Surplus / shortfall = $14,957 
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Oriental United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 70  

Oriental, NC  28571 

THE ANCHOR; YOUR LINK TO OUMC 

Prayer List:: Helen Bland, Mary Boudreault, Jennifer Burke,  Martha Jo Campbell, Aldo Cristiani, 

Nancy & Denise DiNunzio, Peter Dripchek, Branson Dunn, Jill Ensley, David  Filipiak, Marvin Friel, 

Jodie Geiger, John Hallinan, Kelly Hitchcock, Patti Higginbottom, Joan Horick, Joan Johnen, Carol 

Johnson, Warren Johnson, Martha Keefe, Susan Klemm, Gracie Knowles, Kayla Krelie, Peggy 

Lauricella, Gary & Pat Leonard,  Matt McIntyre, Diana Midyette, Susan Pandich, Lilly Pearson, 

Dianne Piland, Claire Pittman, Debbie Price, Sally Crothers Ramirez, Linn Raye, Antoinette Rizzi, 

Wyatt Rohrman, Kathy Sciorra, Debbie Sevelio, Ben & Anne Sims, Carol Small, Ernie Smith, Joan 

Ulvog, Jeanne Urban, Karen VanGamper, Harold & Arlene Walter, Hattie Werner, Edna Whorton, 

Glen Wible, Missionaries, Our Military Personnel 

 

 

OUR CHURCH STAFF 
Dr. Anne Sims:  Pastor 

Catherine Baxley: Lay Leader 
Tracy Peterson:  Office Staff 

 

PRIME TIME STAFF 
Debora Steenson:  Director                                
Prime Time Number:  252-675-0909 
director@primetimepamlico.org 
 

                

OFFICE HOURS 

9 am to 3 pm Monday through Thursday  

(Except Holidays) 

 
PHONE NUMBERS 

Office: (252) 249-0213               

Fax: (252) 249-0411 

Church Email: orientalumc@orientalumc.org 

Find us on Facebook:   

facebook.com/www.orientalumc.org 

WEB SITE:  www.OrientalUMC.org  


