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NYS	Bishops’	Statement	on	Gov.	Hochul’s	Plan	to	Sign	Assisted	Suicide	Bill	

Following is a joint statement by Timothy Cardinal Dolan and the Bishops of New York State on 
Governor Hochul’s announcement that she will sign the physician-assisted suicide bill passed earlier this 
year by the legislature: 

We are extraordinarily troubled by Governor Hochul’s announcement that she will 
sign the egregious bill passed by the legislature earlier this year sanctioning physician-
assisted suicide in New York State. This new law signals our government’s 
abandonment of its most vulnerable citizens, telling people who are sick or disabled 
that suicide in their case is not only acceptable, but is encouraged by our elected 
leaders. 

Tragically, this new law will seriously undermine all of the anti-suicide and mental 
health care investments Governor Hochul has made through her tenure. How can any 
society have credibility to tell young people or people with depression that suicide is 
never the answer, while at the same time telling elderly and sick people that it is a 
compassionate choice to be celebrated? 

While physician-assisted suicide will soon be legal here in New York, we must clearly 
reiterate that it is in direct conflict with Catholic teaching on the sacredness and 
dignity of all human life from conception until natural death and is a grave moral evil 
on par with other direct attacks on human life. We call on Catholics and all New 
Yorkers to reject physician-assisted suicide for themselves, their loved ones, and those 
in their care. And we pray that our state turn away from its promotion of a Culture of 
Death and invest instead in life-affirming, compassionate hospice and palliative care, 
which is seriously underutilized. 
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