Seventh Sunday After Pentecost
July 12, 2026
Pastor Timothy Wilcoxen
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Growing Together in Christ’s Love and Grace

Let us know you’re here! < CONNEG,
Visitors: Scan the QR code z
- or -

TXT the Keyword CONNECT
to 785-828-4482 to fill out a

simple online form or
submit a prayer request.

Members: TXT “CHECK” to Check-In.  Thank You!




+ WELCOME - AS WE GATHER +
+ PREPARATION +
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Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1825, Cincinnati

Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205

Tune: Public domain

Stand - The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.



+ Confession and Absolution +

(P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we
cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ Service of the Word +

INTROIT Psalm 103:15-19; antiphon: v. 8

The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

As for man, his days are like grass;
he flourishes like a flower of the field;

for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.

But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him,
and his righteousness to children’s children,

to those who keep his covenant
and remember to do his commandments.

The LORD has established his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son



and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P] Letus pray.
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we
may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold
fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:10-13

1“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
50 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
12“For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
BInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall make a name for the LORD,
an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 8:12—-17

12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. *For if you live
according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live. "For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. “For you did not receive the spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry,
“Abba! Father!” 'The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 7and if



children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that
we may also be glorified with him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

IThat same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered about
him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. *And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. “And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the
path, and the birds came and devoured them. *Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, ®but when the sun rose they
were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. "Other seeds fell among thorns, and the



thorns grew up and choked them. ®Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. "He who has ears, let him hear. . . .

18“Hear then the parable of the sower: "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was
sown along the path. °As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with joy, 2'yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. ?As for what was
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness
of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. >*As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one
who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in
another sixty, and in another thirty.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

Sit
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Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON - "God's Word Accomplishes God's Purposes"
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P} ....Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Sit
OFFERING

Stand




LORD’S PRAYER
(P) Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

CONCLUDING COLLECT

Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, giver and perfecter of our faith, we thank and praise You for continuing among
us the preaching of Your Gospel for our instruction and edification. Send Your blessing upon the
Word, which has been spoken to us, and by Your Holy Spirit increase our saving knowledge of You,
that day by day we may be strengthened in the divine truth and remain steadfast in Your grace. Give
us strength to fight the good fight and by faith to overcome all the temptations of Satan, the flesh,
and the world so that we may finally receive the salvation of our souls; for You live and reign with
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.
Amen.

Sit
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1 On what has now been sown Thy bless-ing, Lord, be - stow;

2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs;

3 O grant that each of us, Now met be - fore Thee here,
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The pow’r is Thine a - lone To  make it sprout and grow. Do Thou
Ac - cept what is Thine own And par-don what 1is ours. Our prais -

May meet to-geth - er thus When Thou and Thine ap - pear And fol -
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in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!
es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give.
low Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so, a - men, Lord Je - sus, come!
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain
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Record of Faithfulness

Attendance Last Sunday: 50
Offering Last Sunday: $5736 (Needed weekly = $3193)
Building Fund: $195

IN OUR PRAYERS

HEALING AND CARE: for those suffering from cancer: Jenny Peimann, Dan Henderson,
Sheri Bravenec, Frank Wagner, Barbara Feltner, Tom Arb, Sharon Eilert (Eva’s sister)

CONTINUED HEALING: Christopher Smith, Gabriella Schultz, Michael Nally, Charlie
Timberlane, Logan Brady, Jean Curtis, Carl Sluder, Raymond Zorn, Lyn Wren, David
Wagner, Cecil McMullen, Mark Feltner, Diane Schulze, Pete Scheid, Glenn Templeton,
Harley Browning, Ruby Zorn, Lavon Haney, Pastor Jim Kirschenmann, Pam Templeton,
JoEllen Haufler

SHUT-INS: Don Becker, Virginia Elmore, Jim & Pat Croucher

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME to all who worship with us this morning, especially our guests. You are invited to
Bible Study and Sunday School at 10:00 followed by coffee and snacks before service at 11:15.

We will not be having communion on July 19" but on July 26™. Pastor Wilcoxen will be on
vacation July 19", We will return to the regular schedule in August.

Pastor Wilcoxen will be on vacation July 15-22. If you are in need pastoral care contact Pastor
Booth at 402-640-5115.

LUTHERAN WITNESS: We have received a request for renewing the (Nov 2026-Oct 2027)
subscription year to Lutheran Witness Magazine (with Kansas District insert) for members of
Zion. If you would like to receive this magazine delivered in the mail or have an address

correction, please sign-up in the fellowship hall or email Office@ZionVassar.org before July
31

Mailboxes: I have rearranged the mailbox. Please check your mail slot before removing
information as your slot may have moved to new locations.


mailto:Office@ZionVassar.org

SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE

Sunday 7/12 Next Sunday 7/19
Greeters Delmer & Jo Marvin & Kathryn
Organist Tanya Fraker Tanya Fraker
Acolyte Liz Eissler Evan Dean

Ushers Jeff Heidenreich © Clint Silver © |Lynn Silver © Loren Eissler ©
Reed Silver, Donice Browning | Clint Sturdy, Shane Anschutz

Elder Greg Schultz Greg Schultz
Lay Assistant

NOTE TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS

We are very glad you are here! Our services may look and sound different (other worldly,
perhaps), but please bear with us! We worship the way we do for a reason and there is a certain
rhythm involved. We gather to receive the gifts of salvation our Living Triune God comes to
serve through His Word and Sacrament. In these gifts we receive the enlivening of our faith,
forgiveness from our sins, and life eternal. Worship is the unwrapping of these gifts. The liturgy,
hymns, and preaching proclaim His Word to us. They remind us of the promise of salvation as
a gift we have in our baptism, and they prepare our hearts and minds to receive the Lord’s
Supper. Through these means of grace God comes to serve us in this Divine Service, and so
our worship is centered around receiving these gifts of God through faith.

You may Call or TXT the Church Office Phone
Number at ANYTIME: 785-828-4482 OR Email: Office@ZionVassar.org

Bible Study and Sunday School: 10:00 am Service Time: Sunday 11:15 am

Services Streamed on Social Media...
https://bit.ly/m/zionvassar

Take this WITH you - Pass this bulletin along to
someone and invite them...
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