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+ WELCOME - AS WE GATHER +
+ PREPARATION +

(Stand) - The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} The grace of our Lord I« Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
Amen.

(P) Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna to the Son of David.

COLLECT

(P} Let us pray.
Lord God, as the people in Jerusalem gathered to welcome Your Son, our Lord, when He came into
His holy city, so we sing of Your coming among us today with songs of praise. Keep us steadfast in
our hope and confession of faith throughout our lives that we may meet Him with grateful hearts
when He comes again in glory; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The Triumphal Entry

"Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus
sent two disciples, *saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a
donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you
shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,” and he will send them at once.” *This took place to fulfill what was
spoken by the prophet, saying,

>“Say to the daughter of Zion,
‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.””

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. "They brought the donkey and the colt and put on
them their cloaks, and he sat on them. ®Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. °And the crowds that went before him and that
followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 'And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying,
“Who is this?” ''And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”



(P The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Lord.
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Now in the Lord’s name com - ing, Our King and Bless-ed One.
And we with all cre - a - tion In cho-rus make re - ply.
Our praise and prayer and an - thems Be - fore You we pre - sent.

To You, now high ex - alt - ed, Our mel -0 - dy we
O Source of ev - ’ry bless - ing,

Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

raise.
Our good and gra-cious King.

(P) Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

CHOIR SELECTION - “LET SWEET HOSANNAS RING”

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

PRAYER OF THE DAY
(P} Let us pray.



Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself
our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His
great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

*The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of those who are taught,
that I may know how to sustain with a word
him who is weary.
Morning by morning he awakens;
he awakens my ear
to hear as those who are taught.
SThe Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious;
I turned not backward.
%I gave my back to those who strike,
and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard;
I hid not my face
from disgrace and spitting.

"But the Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like a flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame.
8He who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who is my adversary?
Let him come near to me.
Behold, the Lord GOD helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Epistle

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Philippians 2:5-11
SHave this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, *who, though he was in the form of God,

did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, "but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, !%so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, 'and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 27:11-31
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus Before Pilate

""Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus said, “You have said so.” 2But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no
answer. “Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” “But he
gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

The Crowd Chooses Barabbas

"Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they
wanted. '°And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. '’So when they had gathered, Pilate
said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 8For
he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. “Besides, while he was sitting on the
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered
much because of him today in a dream.” 2°Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to
ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 2! The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want
me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” **Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus
who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” *And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?”
But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified

24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.”
2And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” *Then he released for them
Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

Jesus Is Mocked

Y’Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the
whole battalion before him. **And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, *?and twisting together
a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they
mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 3°And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him
on the head. *' And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on
him and led him away to crucify him.
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 27:32—-66

The Crucifixion

32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his
cross. ¥And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), **they offered
him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. *And when they had
crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. **Then they sat down and kept watch
over him there. *’And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King
of the Jews.” *¥Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. >’ And those
who passed by derided him, wagging their heads “’and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and
rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” #'So also



the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “**“He saved others; he cannot save
himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. “*He
trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” “*And the
robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.

The Death of Jesus

*Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. “And about the
ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” “’And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling
Elijah.” **And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and
gave it to him to drink. *’But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”
5%And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.

31 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and
the rocks were split. **The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep
were raised, **and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared
to many. **When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the
earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

>>There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee,
ministering to him, *®among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and
the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

Jesus Is Buried

>"When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple
of Jesus. **He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.
3 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud *°and laid it in his own new tomb,
which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away.
®"Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

The Guard at the Tomb

2Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate
and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will
rise.” “Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him
away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,” and the last fraud will be worse than the first.”
8Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” *So they went
and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



430 MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN
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SERMON - “Rights of the Accused”

They rise and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
The Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful He
To suff’ring goes
That He His foes
From thence might free.

In life no house, no home

My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb

But what a stranger gave.
What may I say?

Heav’n was His home

But mine the tomb
Wherein He lay.

Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
I all my days
Could gladly spend!
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-1683

Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879-1962
Text: Public domain

Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

Matthew 27:11-66



The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING
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Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926-2024
Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958, alt.

Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205
Tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



BENEDICAMUS
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.

Amen.
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
Text and tune: Public domain
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Record of Faithfulness

Attendance Last Wednesday: 41
Offering Wednesday: $456

Attendance Last Sunday: 61
Offering Last Sunday: $3085 (Needed weekly = $3193)
Building Fund Last Sunday: $650

IN OUR PRAYERS

HEALING AND CARE: for those suffering from cancer: Jenny Peimann, Dan Henderson,
Sheri Bravenec, Frank Wagner, Barbara Feltner, Tom Arb, Sharon Eilert (Eva’s sister),
JoAnne Arb, Karen Waddell.

CONTINUED HEALING: Christopher Smith, Gabriella Schultz, Michael Nally, Charlie
Timberlane, Logan Brady, Jean Curtis, Carl Sluder, Raymond Zorn, Lyn Wren, David
Wagner, Cecil McMullen, Mark Feltner, Darrell Sturdy, Diane Schulze, Keith Scheid, Glenn
Templeton, Harley Browning, Ruby Zorn, Lavon Haney, Pastor Jim Kirschenmann.

SHUT-INS: Don Becker, Virginia Elmore, Jim & Pat Croucher

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME to all who worship with us this morning, especially our guests. You are invited
for coffee and snacks after our service. You are also invited to stay for Bible Study and Sunday
School.

Noisy offering collected last Sunday was $297.36.

The Quilting Ladies have sent 55 quilts this year to these two locations: The YWCA in Saint
Joe and the Orphan Grain Train.

Everyone that is participating in the “Egg Prayer Person,” please plan on letting the person
whom you are praying for, a note/card in their church mailbox at Easter. In the meantime, keep
those prayers going! Any questions, contact Arlene Williams.



Daughters of Zion have “all occasion” cards for sale for .10 each, including Easter Cards on
the Fellowship Hall table.

Easter lilies will be purchased this year. If anyone wants to donate to the purchase of Easter
lilies, there will be a basket on the Fellowship Hall table this Sunday.

Please go online to Thrivent and direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars by March 30™. Thank
you. If you have any questions, please contact Karen Persinger.

Holy Week Services:
Maundy Thursday - 7:00 pm
Good Friday — 7:00 pm
Sunday Morning:  Sunrise Service at Management Park — 6:45 am
Breakfast to follow at Church
Easter Service — 9:00 am
Egg Hunt to follow church

SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE

Serving Today
Greeters Delmer & Jo
Organist Tanya Fraker
Acolyte Chase Silver
Ushers Clint Silver ©, Marvin Zorn ©
Clint Sturdy, Lynn Silver
Elder Braeden, Greg, Clint
Maundy Thursday 4/2
Lay Assistant Dwight Becker
Next Sunday 4/5
Greeters Marvin & Kathryn
Organist Tanya Fraker
Acolyte Jeff Heidenreich
Ushers Shane Anschutz ©, Loren Eissler ©
Jeff Heidenreich, Clint Silver
Elder Greg Schultz
Lay Assistant Loren Eissler




NOTE TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS

We are very glad you are here! Our services may look and sound different
(other worldly, perhaps), but please bear with us! We worship the way we do
for a reason and there is a certain rhythm involved. We gather to receive the
gifts of salvation our Living Triune God comes to serve through His Word and
Sacrament. In these gifts we receive the enlivening of our faith, forgiveness
from our sins, and life eternal. Worship is the unwrapping of these gifts. The
liturgy, hymns, and preaching proclaim His Word to us. They remind us of the
promise of salvation as a gift we have in our baptism, and they prepare our
hearts and minds to receive the Lord’'s Supper. Through these means of grace
God comes to serve us in this Divine Service, and so our worship is centered
around receiving these gifts of God through faith.

Pastor Jim Kirschenmann
GV (314) 884-0828
Email: Pastor@ZionVassar.org

You may Call or TXT the Church Office

Phone Number at ANYTIME: 785-828-4482

Email: Office@ZionVassar.org =
+

Service Time: Sunday 9:00 am ‘H - B‘

Bible Study and Sunday School: 10:30 am

Services Streamed on Social Media...
https://bit.ly/m/zionvassar

Take this WITH you - Pass this bulletin
along to someone and invite them...
TXT/Chat Questions 785-645-3755
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