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+ WELCOME - AS WE GATHER +

+ PREPARATION +
Hanil, Thou Once Despised Jesus LSB 531
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we find fa - vor: Life is giv - en through Thy name.
gate of heav - en, Rec - on-ciled are we with  God.
in - ter-ced-ing Til in glo-ry we ap - pear.

Sav - ior’s mer - its, Help to chant Im - man - uel’s praise!

Text (sts. 1, 3-4): Hymns Addressed to the Holy, Holy, Holy, Triune God, 1757, London, alt.; (sts. 2-4): A Collection of Psalms and Hymns, 1760, London, alt.
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, 1704, Halle, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen
Text and tune: Public domain



(Stand) - The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

+ INVOCATION +

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the -I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT Psalm 27:4—6, antiphon: Psalm 25:15

My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
for he will pluck my feet out of the net.
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the
LORD and to inquire in his temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up on a rock.
And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make melody to the LORD.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;



as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
My eyes are ever toward the LORD,

for he will pluck my feet out of the net.

KYRIE LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us

pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Letus pray.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that
we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You
in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Sit)
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:14-21

4For a long time I have held my peace;
I have kept still and restrained myself;

now [ will cry out like a woman in labor;
I will gasp and pant.

15T will lay waste mountains and hills,
and dry up all their vegetation;

I will turn the rivers into islands,
and dry up the pools.

16And I will lead the blind



in a way that they do not know,

in paths that they have not known
I will guide them.

I will turn the darkness before them into light,
the rough places into level ground.

These are the things I do,
and I do not forsake them.

"They are turned back and utterly put to shame,
who trust in carved idols,

who say to metal images,
“You are our gods.”

Israel’s Failure to Hear and See

8Hear, you deaf,
and look, you blind, that you may see!

YWho is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom I send?

Who is blind as my dedicated one,
or blind as the servant of the LORD?

20He sees many things, but does not observe them;
his ears are open, but he does not hear.

21The LORD was pleased, for his righteousness’ sake,
to magnify his law and make it glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Ephesians 5:8—14

8For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light °(for the
fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), °and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. '?For it is shameful even to speak
of the things that they do in secret. '*But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, “for
anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)



HOLY GOSPEL John 9:1-41

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind

IAs [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. *We must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. *As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” *Having said these things, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then he anointed the
man’s eyes with the mud ’and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went
and washed and came back seeing.

8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar were saying, “Is this not the man who used
to sit and beg?” *Some said, “It is he.” Others said, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”
1050 they said to him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” ''He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud
and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” So [ went and washed and received my sight.”
12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

3They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '“Now it was a Sabbath day when
Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '°So the Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight.
And he said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, and I washed, and I see.” '®Some of the Pharisees said, “This
man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do
such signs?” And there was a division among them. '"So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say
about him, since he has opened your eyes?”” He said, “He is a prophet.”

8The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of
the man who had received his sight 'Pand asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” ?°His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 2'But
how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak
for himself.” ?2(His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that
if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of the synagogue.) »Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2480 for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We
know that this man is a sinner.” >’He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know,
that though I was blind, now I see.” 2°They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”
?"He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again?
Do you also want to become his disciples?” 2And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. 2We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from.” 3**The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from,
and yet he opened my eyes. 3'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God
and does his will, God listens to him. **Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a man born blind. **If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 3*They answered him, “You
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”” And they cast him out.

35Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 3"Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and
itis he who is speaking to you.” *¥He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. **Jesus said, “For judgment
I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” “°Some of



the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” *'Jesus said to them, “If you
were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,” your guilt remains.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

(Sit)
HYMN OF THE DAY

PRAAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS LSB 849
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With the pierc-ing, two-edged sword.

Praise the One

who brings cool

That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
f) . . —
Zb— i ———— i i e
e = -
Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ’ry dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’'s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See - ing what our God has done; Let us
n Il ] Il
A ' ————— i i : : i
& 2 SE S S ==—=—=
storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the ver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv-ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - ry land.
praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia



Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205
Tune: Public domain

SERMON: “The Sightless See”

(Stand)

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

(Sit)

John 9: 13-15



OFFERING

(Stand)
OFFERTORY LSB 159
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE LSB 160
(P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.



R

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the
devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to
celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 16
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

LSB 161

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive
the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He
bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with
all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our



prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

(P} Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you.
This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them,
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
AGNUS DEI LSB 163
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Sit)
DISTRIBUTION

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to
those who come to receive, saying:

A NOTE TO OUR VISITORS
Christ’s Supper is a blessing to the individual and group at His table.
In eating the bread and drinking the wine, our Lord gives into our mouths the true Body and Blood of Jesus
Christ, a physical gift of Jesus’ love and real presence in, with, and under the bread and the wine. The person
is receiving the assurance that his/her sins are forgiven and is strengthened in the hope of eternal life with
Christ. As in his or her baptism, the person is joined with Christ.

In this communion we are also joined with other Christians who share our beliefs. At the Lord’s Table we are
strengthened by the Holy Spirit and by a community of people who profess the faith with the same
understanding that is ours.

We ask that you speak to an elder or pastor before partaking of the Lord’s Supper if there is a question about
our practice. Ask an usher to direct you.

If you are not sure if your understanding of scripture matches that of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod,
you are welcome to come to the rail and receive a blessing. Signify as such by crossing your arms in front of
you.

WHILE COMMUNING

o [fyou have difficulty walking to the altar, alert the ushers. The pastor and assistants will come to your
pew to serve you.

o All are invited to receive the gifts. Please follow the directions of the Ushers/Elders to come forward.

o [fkneeling is a challenge for you, please feel free to stand at the rail.

o [If'you are receiving communion, please slightly cup your hands to receive the host (Gluten-Free host
is available in the center cup on the paten — if desired lift your hand to reach for the host from the
center cup). Otherwise, please cross your forearms in front of your chest to receive a blessing.



o An optional Non-Alcoholic choice (lighter-color/rose) is available in the center of the tray of individual
cups.

o [fyou are receiving from the common cup, please cross your hands to indicate so to the lay assistant
with the individual cups. Once the assistant passes, please place your hand out to receive the common
cup and help guide it to your mouth.

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart *I+ in peace.
Amen.

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS +

JESUS COMES TODAY WITH HEALING LSB 620
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e —F . 4
5 — | §

in - vi - ta - tion: “Come and taste the bless - ed feast.”
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grace, be - liev - ing That I  taste His love di - vine.



5  Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 6 Now have I found consolation,
Whose own feast of love I savor, Comfort in my tribulation,

Bidden by His gracious call. Balm to heal the troubled soul.
Wedding garments He provides me, God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
With a robe of white He hides me, Cleanses me from sin and error,

Fits me for the royal hall. Makes my wounded spirit whole.

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808-58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960
Tune: Johann Léhner, 1645-1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205
Tune: Public domain
YOUR TABLE | APPROACH LSB 628
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1 Your ta-ble I ap - proach; Dear Sav - ior, hear my prayer.
2 Lord, I ~con-fess my sins And mourn their wretch-ed bands;
3 Your bod -y and Your blood, Once slain and shed for me,
4 Search not how this takes place, @ This won-drous mys - ter - y;
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Let not an un - re - pen-tant heart Prove hurt-ful to me there.
A con-trite heart is sure to find For - give-ness at Your hands.
Are tak-en at Your ta-ble, Lord, In blest re - al - 1 - ty.

God can ac - com-plish vast -ly more Than what we think could be.

5 O grant, most blessed Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6  Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633-1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois

Text and tune: Public domain



THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST, OUR LORD LSB 634
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1 The death of Je sus Christ, our Lord, We cel - e -
2 He blot-ted out with His own blood The judg - ment
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in dis - tress, Our heart’s sweet joy and hap - pi - ness.
tone - ment made, And all our debt He ful - ly paid.
Sup - per here We taste His love SO sweet, SO  near.
as He said, His ver - y blood for sin - ners shed.

We dare not ask how this can be,
But simply hold the mystery

And trust this word where life begins:
“Given and shed for all your sins.”

They who this word do not believe

This food unworthily receive,
Salvation here will never find—

May we this warning keep in mind!

But blest is each believing guest
Who in these promises finds rest;
For Jesus shall in love remain

With all who here His grace obtain.

Help us sincerely to believe
That we may worthily receive
Your Supper and in You find rest.

Amen! They who believe are blest.



Text (sts. 1-4, 6-8): Haquin Spegel, 1645-1714; (sts. 1-4, 6-8): tr. Olof Olsson, 1841-1900, alt.; (st. 5): composite
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . .

Text and tune: Public domain

(Stand)

NUNC DIMITTIS

. Melodien, 1742

LSB 165
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and will be for-ev-er. A - men.



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
BENEDICTION LSB 166
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.
ANAAZING GRACE LSB 744
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1A - maz - 1ing grace— how sweet the sound—  That
2 The Lord has prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - vy dan gers, toils, and snares I
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And
5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
) | . ! I ! — .
e e
Y] ' ' ' —) &
saved a wretch like me! I once was lost  but
Word my  hope se - cures; He will my shield and
have al - read - y come; His grace  has brought me
mor - tal life  shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall
shin - ing as the sun, We’ve no less days to
£ .
4 | \ ) | | I I
(ey>— a . . ! 2. 7 m— i
ANIY J. | | () [ X0 ()
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now am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long  as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.

Text (sts. 1-4): John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.; (st. 5): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, Richmond
Tune: Columbian Harmony, 1829, Cincinnati

Text and tune: Public domain
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Record of Faithfulness

Attendance Last Wednesday: 39 Attendance Last Sunday: 50

Offering Wednesday: $295 Offering Last Sunday: $4505
(Needed weekly = $3193)
Building Fund Last Sunday: $110

IN OUR PRAYERS

HEALING AND CARE: for those suffering from cancer: Jenny Peimann, Dan Henderson,
Sheri Bravenec, Frank Wagner, Barbara Feltner, Tom Arb, Sharon Eilert (Eva’s sister),
JoAnne Arb, Karen Waddell.

CONTINUED HEALING: Christopher Smith, Gabriella Schultz, Michael Nally, Charlie
Timberlane, Logan Brady, Jean Curtis, Carl Sluder, Raymond Zorn, Lyn Wren, David
Wagner, Cecil McMullen, Mark Feltner, Darrell Sturdy, Diane Schulze, Keith Scheid, Pete
Scheid, Glenn Templeton, Harley Browning, Ruby Zorn, Lavon Haney, Pastor Jim
Kirschenmann.

SHUT-INS: Don Becker, Virginia Elmore, Jim & Pat Croucher

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME to all who worship with us this morning, especially our guests. You are invited
for coffee and snacks after our service. You are also invited to stay for Bible Study and Sunday
School.

We welcome Rev. Roger Schepmann in leading our Worship Service this morning.

Daughters of Zion will be serving supper on March 18™ at 6:00, followed by Lent Service at
7:00pm.

Noisy Offering will be collected on March 22.



Please go online to Thrivent and direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars by March 30", Thank
you. If you have any questions, please contact Karen Persinger.

Please check your church mailbox for church information and any notes that might be in there
from your “Egg” Prayer Person. Questions contact Arlene Williams.

SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE

Serving Today
Greeters Loren & Liz
Organist Tanya Fraker
Acolyte Phillip Wendling
Ushers Jeff Heidenreich ©, Clint Silver ©,
Reed Silver, Loren Eissler
Elder Braeden, Greg, Clint
Lay Assistants Greg Schultz
Next Sunday
Greeters Kathryn & Kathie
Organist Tanya Fraker
Acolyte Emerson Monthey
Ushers Shane Anschutz ©, Jeff Heidenreich ©
Donice Browning, Lynn Silver
Elder Braeden, Greg, Clint




NOTE TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS

We are very glad you are here! Our services may look and sound different
(other worldly, perhaps), but please bear with us! We worship the way we
do for a reason and there is a certain rhythm involved. We gather to
receive the gifts of salvation our Living Triune God comes to serve through
His Word and Sacrament. In these gifts we receive the enlivening of our
faith, forgiveness from our sins, and life eternal. Worship is the
unwrapping of these gifts. The liturgy, hymns, and preaching proclaim His
Word to us. They remind us of the promise of salvation as a gift we have
in our baptism, and they prepare our hearts and minds to receive the
Lord’s Supper. Through these means of grace God comes to serve us in
this Divine Service, and so our worship is centered around receiving these
gifts of God through faith.

Pastor Jim Kirschenmann
GV (314) 884-0828
Email: Pastor@ZionVassar.org

You may Call or TXT the Church Office
Phone Number at ANYTIME: 785-828-4482
Email: Office@ZionVassar.org

AHn

Service Time: Sunday 9:00 am
Bible Study and Sunday School: 10:30 am

Services Streamed on Social Media...
https://bit.ly/m/zionvassar [=]

Take this WITH you - Pass this bulletin -
along to someone and invite them... [=]
TXT/Chat Questions 785-645-3755

Scan me
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