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Let us know you’re here!  
Visitors: Scan the QR code 
                     - or - 
TXT the Keyword CONNECT  
to 785-828-4482 to fill out a  
simple online form or  
submit a prayer request.  
 
Members: TXT “CHECK” to Check-In.       Thank You!  



+ WELCOME – AS WE GATHER + 
+ PREPARATION + 

 
(Stand) - (The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism) 
 

 
+ INVOCATION + 

Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 

+ SERVICE OF LIGHT + 
 

P The Spirit and the Church cry out: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P All those who await His appearance pray: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P The whole creation pleads: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P Awaiting the shoot from the stump of Jesse, we implore: 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
(Sit) - (During the singing of the hymn, the second candle on the Advent wreath is lighted – PEACE.) 
 
  



342 WHAT HOPE! AN EDEN PROPHESIED 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205 
Tune: Public domain 

 
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 



P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
(Stand) 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 
INTROIT Psalm 105:4–8; antiphon: Isaiah 40:3b 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Seek the LORD and his strength; 
 seek his presence continually! 
Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered, 
O offspring of Abraham, his servant, 
 children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 
He is the LORD our God; 
 his judgments are in all the earth. 
He remembers his covenant forever, 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 
KYRIE LSB 204 

 
 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 
Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure 
minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1–10 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 
 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the Spirit of counsel and might, 
 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
 and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
7The cow and the bear shall graze; 
 their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 



8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
 and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 
9They shall not hurt or destroy 
 in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—
of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
CHOIR SELECTION: “And Christ Shall Be Our Peace” 
 
 
EPISTLE Romans 15:4–13 
 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live 
in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together 
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 
 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
 and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
 and let all the peoples extol him.” 



 

12And again Isaiah says, 
“The root of Jesse will come, 
 even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
(Stand) 
 
 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
 

 
 
Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all flesh shall 
see the salvation of God. Alleluia. 

 
 
 
  



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:1–12 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was 
spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
 make his paths straight.’” 

4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and 
all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
 7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, 
God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham.  
10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he 
will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
(Sit) 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “John the Baptist says ‘Repent’” 
 
  



 
 
 
344 ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY 

 

 

 
 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 
 
SERMON: “The PEACE of His Coming Kingdom” 
 
(Stand) 
 
  



NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P … let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. . . . 
. . . 
P … through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 

OFFERING 
Members simply text the word CHECK to 785-828-4482 then click & submit online to Check In for 
attendance during the day. Or please complete the “Let’s Connect” Card in the pews with your 
Name(s), email, and phone and hand to the ushers as they are returning from the altar. VISITORS, 
please hold your card to give to Pastor at the door and receive a ‘Thank You’ Gift. 
 
(Stand) 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
PREFACE LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and 
laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, 
all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 



of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had 

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten. . . . we receive the forgiveness 
of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in glory. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 



     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 



(Sit) 
 
DISTRIBUTION 

(The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 
distribute them to those who come to receive) 

A NOTE TO OUR VISITORS 
Christ’s Supper is a blessing to the individual and group at His table.  

In eating the bread and drinking the wine, our Lord gives into our mouths the true Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ, a physical gift of Jesus’ love and real presence in, with, and 
under the bread and the wine. The person is receiving the assurance that his/her sins 
are forgiven and is strengthened in the hope of eternal life with Christ. As in his or her 
baptism, the person is joined with Christ.  

In this communion we are also joined with other Christians who share our beliefs. 
At the Lord’s Table we are strengthened by the Holy Spirit and by a community of people 
who profess the faith with the same understanding that is ours.  

We ask that you speak to an elder or pastor before partaking of the Lord’s Supper 
if there is a question about our practice. Ask an usher to direct you. 

If you are not sure if your understanding of scripture matches that of the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod, you are welcome to come to the rail and receive a blessing. 
Signify as such by crossing your arms in front of you. 

WHILE COMMUNING 
• If you have difficulty walking to the altar, alert the ushers. The pastor and 

assistants will come to your pew to serve you. 
• All are invited to receive the gifts. Please follow the directions of the 

Ushers/Elders to come forward. 
• If kneeling is a challenge for you, please feel free to stand at the rail. 
• If you are receiving communion, please slightly cup your hands to receive the host 

(Gluten-Free host is available in the center cup on the paten – if desired lift your 
hand to reach for the host from the center cup). Otherwise, please cross your 
forearms in front of your chest to receive a blessing. 

• An optional Non-Alcoholic choice (lighter-color/rose) is available in the center of 
the tray of individual cups. 

• If you are receiving from the common cup, please cross your hands to indicate so 
to the lay assistant with the individual cups. Once the assistant passes, please 
place your hand out to receive the common cup and help guide it to your mouth. 

 
(In dismissing the communicants, the following or something similar is said:) 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you 

in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.   
C Amen. 



+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 
 
334 O LORD, HOW SHALL I MEET YOU 

 

 

 

 
5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n. 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 
    A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
    And blessèd hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
    O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
    And guide us safely home. 



Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
346 WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205 
Tune: Public domain 

 



 
 
343 PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205 
Tune: Public domain 

 
(Stand) 
 
  



NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



 
 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
  



936 SING PRAISE TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205 
Tune: Public domain 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book (Confession from Setting One) 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
LSB Hymn License no. 110002205 



 
IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
HEALING AND CARE: for those suffering from cancer: Stu Duncan, Jenny Peimann, 
Dan Henderson, Sheri Bravenec, Frank Wagner, Barbara Feltner, Tom Arb, Sharon Eilert 
(Eva’s sister), JoAnn Arb. 
 
CONTINUED HEALING: Christopher Smith, Gabriella Schultz, Michael Nally, Charlie 
Timberlane, Logan Brady, Jean Curtis, Carl Sluder, Raymond Zorn, Lyn Wren, David 
Wagner, Cecil McMullen, Mark Feltner, Darrell Sturdy, Diane Schulze, Keith Scheid, 
Pete Scheid, Glenn Templeton, Harley Browning, Ruby Zorn, George Phoenix, Liz 
Eissler, Karen Persinger. 
 
SHUT-INS: Don Becker, Virginia Elmore, Jim & Pat Croucher 
 
 
NOTE: Please pick up your mail and clear your Mail Slot Today! 

(and take your Bulletin(s) WITH you)  
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated this morning as we receive the Lord’s 
Body and Blood. Fill out the “Let’s Connect” card if participating. Please speak to the 
Pastor or an Elder if this is your first time to commune with us. 

 
WELCOME to all who worship with us this morning, especially our guests. You are 
invited for coffee and snacks after our service. You are also invited to stay for Bible Study 
and Sunday School. 

 
Looking for Volunteers… to help setup the Outside 
Nativity Display. If you are available to help transport 
and set up the pieces, it would be greatly appreciated. 
Check in with someone by the Glass Entry Door 
(near the Church Office). 

 



 
 
 
I.F.B. Investigating Faith Basics – we are starting a 
course for ALL members and especially those who would 
like to become members. “Basic Bible Teachings” will be 
the workbook – bring yours if you have one already, and 
plan to take notes! Lots of lively discussion is encouraged 
as we learn from each other. 
The plan is for another 4 sessions, following the 
worship service.  
 

 
POINSETTIAS: You may bring Poinsettias for decorating the 
church and place them in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 
Looking for a Christian Gift? 
Link your ChristianBook.com accounts to ZION by texting 
GIVEBACK to 95498, and registering with our Organization 
ID: JUQBBF. Once linked, every eligible purchase you 
make will earn 4% cash back for ZION-Vassar. 
 
Online/Electronic Giving – Coming in January 2026 

Zion Lutheran Church will be implementing eGiving (including 
“Text-to-Give”) at the start of 2026 as an option for making 
your contributions. This will also allow for Recurring Giving, to 
simplify your regular offering.  
Details coming soon! Watch for an email from ChurchTeams.  
 

Christmas Cards to be signed… We will be sending Christmas Cards to some 
of shut-ins and visitors. It would be a blessing if you could sign the cards in the 
Fellowship Hall before we send them out on Dec. 16. 
 
 
 



Record of Faithfulness 
Attendance Last Sunday: 53 
Offering Last Sunday: $1899 (Needed weekly = $3193) 
 

 
SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

 
Serving In Worship Today 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Serving Next Week 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Greeters Marvin Zorn, Kathie Kirschenmann 

Organist Tanya Fraker 

Acolyte Liz eissler 

Reader Jim Bauck 

Ushers Shane Anschutz©, Kelly Persinger© 
Jeff Heidenreich, Donice Browning 

Elder Braeden Murphy 

Lay Assistants Jim Bauck**, Casey Monthey 

Greeters Loren & Liz Eissler 

Organist Tanya Fraker 

Acolyte Phillip Wendling 

Reader Marvin Zorn 

Ushers Lynn Silver ©, Clint Sturdy © 
Clint Silver, Loren Eissler 

Elder Braeden Murphy 



NOTE TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS 
 
We are very glad you are here! Our services may look and sound 
different (other worldly, perhaps), but please bear with us! We worship 
the way we do for a reason and there is a certain rhythm involved. We 
gather to receive the gifts of salvation our Living Triune God comes to 
serve through His Word and Sacrament. In these gifts we receive the 
enlivening of our faith, forgiveness from our sins, and life eternal. 
Worship is the unwrapping of these gifts. The liturgy, hymns, and 
preaching proclaim His Word to us. They remind us of the promise of 
salvation as a gift we have in our baptism, and they prepare our hearts 
and minds to receive the Lord’s Supper. Through these means of grace 
God comes to serve us in this Divine Service, and so our worship is 
centered around receiving these gifts of God through faith. 
 
Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 
GV (314) 884-0828 
Email: Pastor@ZionVassar.org 
 
You may Call or TXT the Church Office Phone  

Number at ANYTIME: 785-828-4482 
Email: Office@ZionVassar.org 
  
Service Time: Sunday 9:00 am 
Bible Study and Sunday School: 10:30 am 
  
Services Streamed on Social Media… 
https://bit.ly/m/zionvassar 
 
Take this WITH you - Pass this bulletin along to 

someone and invite them… 
 

TXT/Chat Questions 785-645-3755 
 
 

mailto:Pastor@ZionVassar.org
mailto:Office@ZionVassar.org

