
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 14, 2025 

 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 
23167 Topeka Street  

Vassar, KS 66543 
785-828-4482 

www.ZionVassar.org 
Growing Together in Christ’s Love and Grace 

 
 

Let us know you’re here!  
Visitors: Scan the QR code 
                     - or - 
TXT the Keyword CONNECT  
to 785-828-4482 to fill out a  
simple online form or  
submit a prayer request.  
 
Members: TXT “CHECK” to Check-In.       Thank You!  



+ WELCOME – AS WE GATHER + 
+ PREPARATION + 

711 SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Text: Hymns for the Young, 1836, 4th ed., London, alt. 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–68 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
(Stand)  (The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and 

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. 
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 



and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

KYRIE LSB 204 

 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 



Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is secure. 
Rescue and preserve us that we may not be lost forever but follow You, 
rejoicing in the way that leads to eternal life; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 34:11–24 
 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep 
and will seek them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among 
his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will 
rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the peoples and 
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I 
will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on 
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie 
down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the 
mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself 
will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will 
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 
weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 
 17“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between 
sheep and sheep, between rams and male goats. 18Is it not enough for you to 
feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet the rest of 
your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the 
water with your feet? 19And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with 
your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet? 



 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge 
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and 
shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered 
them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will 
judge between sheep and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, 
my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their 
shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 
prince among them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE 1 Timothy 1:12–17 
 12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he 
judged me faithful, appointing me to his service, 13though formerly I was a 
blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because 
I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for 
me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is trustworthy 
and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I received mercy for this reason, that 
in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an 
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of 
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
 
  



ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 
   P Alleluia. I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one  
                            sinner who repents. Alleluia.

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 15:1–10 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 
2And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives 
sinners and eats with them.” 
 3So he told them this parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, 
if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, 
and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he has found it, he 
lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy 
in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. 
 8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not 
light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And 
when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, 
there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



(Sit) 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “Separated from Family” 
 
 
569 IN ADAM WE HAVE ALL BEEN ONE 

 

 
 
5 Send us Thy Spirit, teach us truth; 

    Thou Son, O set us free 
From fancied wisdom, self-sought ways, 
    To make us one in Thee. 

 
D 6 Then shall our song united rise 

    To Thine eternal throne, 
Where with the Father evermore 
    And Spirit Thou art one. 

 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 
SERMON: “The Heart That Rejoices” 
 
  



 
 
(Stand) 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Each petition ends with… 
P … Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 . . . 
P … for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who is worshiped 

together with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 



OFFERING 
Members simply text the word CHECK to 785-828-4482 then click & submit online to Check In for 
attendance during the day. Or please complete the “Let’s Connect” Card in the pews with your 
Name(s), email, and phone and hand to the ushers as they are returning from the altar. VISITORS, 
please hold your card to give to Pastor at the door and receive a ‘Thank You’ Gift. 
  
(Stand) 
 
P Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 



709 THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS 

 

 

 
 
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 
    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 
6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 

 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 
Tune: Irish, c. 18th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
  



 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

HEALING AND CARE: for those suffering from cancer: Stu Duncan, Jenny Peimann, 
Dan Henderson, Sheri Bravenec, Bonnie Von Lehe, Frank Wagner, Nancy Lahm, 
Barbara Feltner, Joetta Asbury, Tom Arb, Sharon Eilert (Eva’s sister). 
 
CONTINUED HEALING: Christopher Smith, Gabriella Schultz, Michael Nally, 
Charlie Timberlane, Logan Brady, Kathy Bigham, Jean Curtis, Carl Sluder, Raymond 
Zorn, Lyn Wren, David Wagner, Cecil McMullen, Ann Becker, Mark Feltner, Darrell 
Sturdy, Diane Schulze, Mac McDonald, Keith Scheid, Pete Scheid, Glenn Templeton, 
Betty Meyer, Bill McDonald, Harley Browning Eva Anschutz, Ruby Zorn, Harvey 
Sanders, Alden Wendling. 
 
SHUT-INS: Don & Ann Becker, Virginia Elmore, Jim & Pat Croucher 
 
 
 
Record of Faithfulness 
Attendance Last Sunday 67  
Offering Last Sunday: $4829 (Needed weekly = $3193) 
Building Fund Last Sunday: $605 
Grace Fund Last Sunday: $0 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME to all who worship with us this morning, especially our guests. 
You are invited for coffee and snacks after our service. You are also invited to 
stay for Bible Study and Sunday School. 
 
 
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
HELP WANTED: Church Secretary. Part-time, up 
to 8 flexible hrs./wk. (ex: could be 4 hrs. 2x/wk.…).  
Job Description available in Church Office. If 
interested, please see one of the Elders and please 
provide a “Letter of Interest.”  
Job will be posted until filled. 
 
Hearts of Mercy & Compassion seeks Volunteers 
for this ministry opportunity, averaging about 1-2 hours per month (volunteers 
can be from outside of ZION)… 

• Sponsor (ensures HMC is supported) – Pastor to begin 
• HMC Ministry Coordinator (Primary point person) 
• Cross Builders (identify and recruit capable woodworkers) 
• HMC Assemblers (cricut, assemble, pkg, & ship HMC) 
• Ministry Connectors (deliver HMC, photos, identify opportunities for 

HMC) 
See Pastor Jim for questions. Indicate your interest - Sign Up Today!  
 
 
LADIES RETREAT: Treasured – Saturday 

Sept. 27, 2025, 10:30 am – 3:00 pm 
Join us for a bedazzling Women’s Retreat Getaway 
hosted by Daughters of Zion Lutheran Church. 
Questions? Contact Theresa at 785-219-2251 or 
theresa.heidenreich@gmail.com for more information 
about this illuminating event! Mark your calendar now, 
invite your friends… Be Here! 

mailto:theresa.heidenreich@gmail.com


Join The CHOSEN Study! 
Saturdays, 4:30-6 pm. 
Starting Sept. 13, 2025! 

Each week from 4:30 to 6:00 PM, 
we'll gather to: 
+ Read short Scripture passages 
connected to the episode. 
+ Watch a full episode of "The 
CHOSEN." 
+ Discuss the themes from an 
LCMS perspective. 
 

Free - INVITE someone!!! 
 
 
BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY, Sept. 21, 2025: 
You're invited to a special day of worship and 
community! On Back to Church Sunday, 
September 21, 2025, we're joining thousands of 
churches across the nation in a celebration of faith 
and fellowship. 
 
At Zion, we believe that life is better together…  
 
We're a warm, welcoming community, and we 
can't wait to share our special service with you. 
Whether you're a long-time member, haven't been 
to church in a while, or are simply curious, we'd 
love for you to join us. 
 
Find us on the national map or just come on down! Bring a friend, a family 
member, or a neighbor who might be interested. 
 
Come as you are and be part of our family. We'll save you a seat! 



 
SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

 
Serving In Worship Today 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Serving Next Week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book (Confession & Absolution from DSS1) 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
LSB Hymn License no. 110002205 
  

Greeters Joetta Asbury, LaVonne Rindt 

Organist Tanya Fraker 

Acolyte Liz Eissler 

Reader Lacey Huff 

Ushers Shane Anschutz. Lynn Silver, 
Reed Silver, Donice Browning 

Elder Braeden Murphy 

Greeters Diane Schulze, Kathryn Phoenix 

Organist Tanya Fraker 

Acolyte Loren Eissler 

Reader Mathew Anschutz 

Ushers Clint Sturdy, Caleb Anschutz 
Loren Eissler, Marvin Zorn 

Elder Braeden Murphy 

Lay Assistants Casey Monthey, Phillip Wendling 



NOTE TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS 
 
We are very glad you are here! Our services may look and sound 
different (other worldly, perhaps), but please bear with us! We worship 
the way we do for a reason and there is a certain rhythm involved. We 
gather to receive the gifts of salvation our Living Triune God comes to 
serve through His Word and Sacrament. In these gifts we receive the 
enlivening of our faith, forgiveness from our sins, and life eternal. 
Worship is the unwrapping of these gifts. The liturgy, hymns, and 
preaching proclaim His Word to us. They remind us of the promise of 
salvation as a gift we have in our baptism, and they prepare our hearts 
and minds to receive the Lord’s Supper. Through these means of grace 
God comes to serve us in this Divine Service, and so our worship is 
centered around receiving these gifts of God through faith. 
 
Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 
GV (314) 884-0828 
Email: Pastor@ZionVassar.org 
 
You may Call or TXT the Church Office Phone  

Number at ANYTIME: 785-828-4482 
Email: Office@ZionVassar.org 
  
Service Time: Sunday 9:00 am 
Bible Study and Sunday School: 10:30 am 
  
Services Streamed on Social Media… 
https://bit.ly/m/zionvassar 
 
 
Take this WITH you - Pass this bulletin along to 

someone to invite them… 

PRAYER/CHAT: Text 833-374-4619 
 

mailto:Pastor@ZionVassar.org
mailto:Office@ZionVassar.org

