The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 31, 2025

Zion Lutheran Church

23167 Topeka Street
Vassar, KS 66543
785-828-4482
www.ZionVassar.org

Growing Together in Christ’s Love and Grace

Let us know you’re here!
Visitors: Scan the QR code

- or-
TXT the Keyword CONNECT
to 785-828-4482 tofill out a
simple online form or
submit a prayer request.

Members: TXT “CHECK” to Check-In. Thank You!




+ WELCOME - AS WE GATHER +
+ PREPARATION +

789 PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, Fa - ther, we of - fer For all things
2 Bless, Lord, the la - bor We bring to serve You That with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing Food for Your chil - dren, By Your wise
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liv - ing, Cre - at-ed good: Har - vest of sown fields, Fruits of the
neigh-bor We may be fed. Sow-ing or till - ing, We would work
guid - ing Teach us to share One with an-oth - er, So that, re-
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or - chard, Hay from the mown fields, Blos-som and wood.
with  You, Har - vest-ing, mill - ing For dai - ly bread.
joic - ing With wus, all oth - ers May know Your care.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-84

Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent.

Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205
Tune: Public domain

(Stand) (The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)
+ INVOCATION +

P} Inthe name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.




+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us
to everlasting life. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the *} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT Psalm 75:1-2, 6, 9; antiphon: v. 7

It is God who executes judgment,
putting down one and lifting up another.
We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your name is near.
We recount your wondrous deeds.
At the set time that | appoint
| will judge with equity.
For not from the east or from the west
and not from the wilderness comes lifting up.
But | will declare it forever;
| will sing praises to the God of Jacob.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
It is God who executes judgment,
putting down one and lifting up another.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;

3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
P’ A
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir -it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



(P)

(Sit)

Let us pray.

O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to follow the
example of Your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the
temptations of the devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly
pride; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

® >

2It is the glory of God to conceal things,
but the glory of kings is to search things out.

3As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth,
so the heart of kings is unsearchable.

4Take away the dross from the silver,
and the smith has material for a vessel;

take away the wicked from the presence of the king,

and his throne will be established in righteousness.

Do not put yourself forward in the king’'s presence
or stand in the place of the great,
for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
What your eyes have seen
8do not hastily bring into court,
for what will you do in the end,
when your neighbor puts you to shame?
SArgue your case with your neighbor himself,
and do not reveal another’s secret,
Olest he who hears you bring shame upon you,
and your ill repute have no end.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Proverbs 25:2-10



EPISTLE Hebrews 13:1-17

!Let brotherly love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3Remember those who
are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated,
since you also are in the body. “Let marriage be held in honor among all, and
let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and
adulterous. *Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what
you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” °®So we can
confidently say,

“The Lord is my helper;
| will not fear:;
what can man do to me?”

‘Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday and today and forever. °Do not be led away by diverse
and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace,
not by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them. 1°We have an
altar from which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. For the bodies
of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high priest
as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. *?So Jesus also suffered
outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood.
B3Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he
endured. *For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to
come. *Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to
God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 1®Do not neglect to do
good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

70Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over
your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy
and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)



ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 14:1-14

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

10ne Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of the
Pharisees, they were watching him carefully. 2And behold, there was a man
before him who had dropsy. 2And Jesus responded to the lawyers and
Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” “But they
remained silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. >And he
said to them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on
a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” 8And they could not reply to

these things.



'Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they
chose the places of honor, saying to them, 8When you are invited by someone
to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more
distinguished than you be invited by him, ®and he who invited you both will
come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin
with shame to take the lowest place. 1°But when you are invited, go and sit in
the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend,
move up higher.” Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at
table with you. !For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who
humbles himself will be exalted.”

12He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a
banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. **But when you
give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, **and you will be
blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection
of the just.”

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(Sit)

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE: “God’s Honor is Enough”
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1 Lord of all na - tions, grant me grace
2 Break down the wall that  would di - vide
3 For - give me, Lord, where I have erred
4 Give me  Thy cour - age, Lord, to speak
5 With Thine own love may I be filled
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To love all peo - ple, ev - Iy race;
Thy chil - dren, Lord, on ev - Ty side.
By love - less act and  thought - less word.
When - ev - er strong op - press the weak.
And by Thy Ho - ly Spir - it willed,
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And in each per -  son may I see
My neigh - bor’s  good let me pur - sue;
Make me to see the wrong I do
Should I my - self the vic - tim be,
That all I touch, wher - ¢’er I be,
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My kin - dred, loved, re - deemed by Thee.
Let Chris - tian love bind warm and true.
Will grieve my  wound - ed Lord a - new.
Help me for - give, re - mem - b’ring Thee.
May be d - vine - ly touched by Thee.

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, 1916-2018, alt.
Tune: Georg Joseph, 17th cent., adapt.

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205

Tune: Public domain

SERMON: “The Heart of God’s Glory”

(Stand)




APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Each petition ends with...
P} ... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P) ... for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen.
Amen.

(Sit)

OFFERING

Members simply text the word CHECK to 785-828-4482 then click & submit online to Check In for
attendance during the day. Or please complete the “Let’s Connect” Card in the pews with your
Name(s), email, and phone and hand to the ushers as they are returning from the altar. VISITORS,
please hold your card to give to Pastor at the door and receive a ‘Thank You’ Gift.



(Stand)

LORD’S PRAYER
P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.

(Sit)



706 LOVE IN CHRIST IS STRONG AND LIVING
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1 Love in Christ is strong and liv-ing, Bind - ing faith - ful
2 Love is pa-tient and for-bear-ing, Clothed in Christ’s hu -
3 Love in Christ a - bides for-ev -er, Faint - ing not when
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hearts in one; Love in Christ is true and giv-ing.
mil - i - ty, Gen - tle, self-less, kind, and car-ing,
ills at - tend; Love, for - giv-ing and for - giv - en,
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May His  will in us be done.
Reach - ing out in char - 1 - ty.
Shall en - dure un - il life’s end.

Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, 1934
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, 1932-2024
Text and tune: © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205

MATTERS OF IMPORTANCE

DISMISSAL
P} Goin peace and Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House

LSB Hymn License no. 110002205



SERVANTS IN THE LORD’S HOUSE

Serving In Worship Today

Greeters Delmer & JoEllen Haufler
Organist SOS/iPad
Acolyte Loren Eissler
Reader Greg Schultz
Ushers Jeff Heidenreich, Kelly Persinger,

Reed Silver, Donice Browning
Elder Greg Schultz

Serving Next Week

Greeters Marvin Zorn, Kathie Kirschenmann
Organist Tanya Fraker
Acolyte Jeff Heidenreich
Reader Marvin Zorn
Ushers Clint Sturdy, Clint Silver

Jeff Heidenreich, Loren Eissler
Elder Braeden Murphy

Lay Assistants

Greg Schultz, Russ Haney




IN OUR PRAYERS
HEALING AND CARE: for those suffering from cancer: Stu Duncan, Jenny Peimann,
Dan Henderson, Sheri Bravenec, Bonnie VVon Lehe, Frank Wagner, Nancy Lahm,
Barbara Feltner, Joetta Asbury, Tom Arb, Sharon Eilert (Eva’s sister).

CONTINUED HEALING: Christopher Smith, Gabriella Schultz, Michael Nally,
Charlie Timberlane, Logan Brady, Kathy Bigham, Jean Curtis, Carl Sluder, Raymond
Zorn, Lyn Wren, David Wagner, Cecil McMullen, Ann Becker, Mark Feltner, Darrell
Sturdy, Diane Schulze, Mac McDonald, Keith Scheid, Pete Scheid, Glenn Templeton,
Betty Meyer, Bill McDonald, Harley Browning.

SHUT-INS: Don & Ann Becker, Virginia EImore, Jim & Pat Croucher

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME to all who worship with us this morning, especially our guests.
You are invited for coffee and snacks after our service. You are also invited to
stay for Bible Study and Sunday School.

HELP WANTED: Church Secretary.
Part-time, up to 8 flexible hrs./wk. (ex:
could be 4 hrs. 2x/wk....). Job Description
available in Church Office. If interested,
please see one of the Elders. Job will be
posted until filled.

AUGUST 31: Hearts of Mercy & Compassion seeks VVolunteers, see insert for
this ministry opportunity, averaging about 1-2 hours per month. See Pastor Jim
about how you can get involved.

NYG '25 PRESENTATION - Sept. 7: Following service that Sunday, the
Youth Group will share some of their experiences and reflections of their visit to
New Orleans for the National Youth Gathering and looking forward to 2028.



The CHOSEN Study...
Saturdays, Starting Sept. 13, 2025,
4:30-6 pm. We will be starting a
study that involves “The CHOSEN”
TV Series.
1. Gathering together at Zion in the
Fellowship Hall to read some short
scripture Texts that relate to the
Episode, then 2. Watch the Episode,
and 3. Discussion from an LCMS
perspective. Exchange ideas, share
your reactions, etc.

INVITE someone!!!

BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY, September 21,
2025: This is a Nationwide Campaign of Christian
Churches inviting people to come Back to Church.
We here at Zion were among the early adopters and
are listed on the national map to be found by anyone
who might be interested in finding a church to
attend. What will we be doing on that Sunday, you
ask? Quite simply... Church! You are special in the
manner of being a warm, friendly, and welcoming
church family — so just be that!
And, if you know someone who’s been absent for
awhile, INVITE them to come... Back to Church.
Because...

“Life is Better TOGETHER.”



NOTE TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS

We are very glad you are here! Our services may look and sound
different (other worldly, perhaps), but please bear with us! We worship
the way we do for a reason and there is a certain rhythm involved. We
gather to receive the gifts of salvation our Living Triune God comes to
serve through His Word and Sacrament. In these gifts we receive the
enlivening of our faith, forgiveness from our sins, and life eternal.
Worship is the unwrapping of these gifts. The liturgy, hymns, and
preaching proclaim His Word to us. They remind us of the promise of
salvation as a gift we have in our baptism, and they prepare our hearts
and minds to receive the Lord’s Supper. Through these means of grace
God comes to serve us in this Divine Service, and so our worship is
centered around receiving these gifts of God through faith.

Pastor Jim Kirschenmann
GV (314) 884-0828
Email; Pastor@ZionVassar.orqg

You may Call or TXT the Church Office Phone
Number at ANYTIME: 785-828-4482
Email: Office@ZionVassar.org

Service Time: Sunday 9:00 am
Bible Study and Sunday School: 10:30 am

Services Streamed on Social Media...
https://bit.ly/m/zionvassar

Take this WITH you - Pass this bulletin along to
someone to invite them...

PRAYER/CHAT: Text 833-374-4619


mailto:Pastor@ZionVassar.org
mailto:Office@ZionVassar.org

