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+ WELCOME – AS WE GATHER + 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 
803 JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852–1933, alt. 
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
( D =Stand) 
 
OPENING VERSICLES 
 
L This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 



  
L Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 
L Prepare the way of the Lord. 
C Make His paths straight. 
L Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down 

righteousness. 
C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 
  
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 

+ READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE + 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Leviticus 18:1–5; 19:9–18 
L A reading from Leviticus, the eighteenth chapter. 
  
 1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the people of Israel and say 
to them, I am the LORD your God. 3You shall not do as they do in the land of 
Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, 
to which I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their statutes. 4You shall 
follow my rules and keep my statutes and walk in them. I am the LORD your 
God. 5You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a person does 
them, he shall live by them: I am the LORD. . . . 
 9“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right 
up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10And 
you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen 
grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the 
sojourner: I am the LORD your God. 
 11“You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one 
another. 12You shall not swear by my name falsely, and so profane the name 
of your God: I am the LORD. 



 13“You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired 
servant shall not remain with you all night until the morning. 14You shall not 
curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall fear your 
God: I am the LORD. 
 15“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or 
defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 16You 
shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand 
up against the life of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 
 17“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly 
with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. 18You shall not take 
vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE  Colossians 1:1–14 
L A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Colossians, the first chapter. 
 
 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 
 2To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: 
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 
 3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 
for you, 4since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you 
have for all the saints, 5because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this 
you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 6which has come to 
you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and growing—as it also 
does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God 
in truth, 7just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is 
a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 8and has made known to us your 
love in the Spirit. 
 9And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking 
that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, 10so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.  
 



11May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for 
all endurance and patience with joy, 12giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13He has 
delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 40:1–5, 11 
1I waited patiently for the LORD; 
 he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
2He drew me up from the pit of destruction, 
 out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, 
 making my steps secure. 
3He put a new song in my mouth, 
 a song of praise to our God. 
Many will see and fear, 
 and put their trust in the LORD. 
4Blessèd is the man who makes 
 the LORD his trust, 
who does not turn to the proud, 
 to those who go astray after a lie! 
5You have multiplied, O LORD my God, 
 your wondrous deeds and your thoughts toward us; 
 none can compare with you! 
I will proclaim and tell of them, 
 yet they are more than can be told. 
11As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain 
 your mercy from me; 
your steadfast love and your faithfulness will 
 ever preserve me! 
 



VBS Song – JESUS IS THE WAY (see insert/handout) 
 
HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 10:25–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 25Behold, a lawyer stood up to put [Jesus] to the test, saying, “Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the Law? 
How do you read it?” 27And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 
your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have 
answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 
  
29But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell 
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half 
dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw 
him he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to 
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 
34He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he 
set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
35And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, 
saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you 
when I come back.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a 
neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who 
showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 
 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
RESPONSORY 
 
L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your 

glory dwells. 
 



L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your 

glory dwells. 
L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your 

glory dwells. 
 
(Stand) 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
(Sit) 
 

+ SERMON: “Rethinking the Robber” + 
 
  



869 WITH THE LORD BEGIN YOUR TASK 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Morgen- und Abend-segen, 1734, Waldenburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt. 
Tune: Peter Frank, 1616–75 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002205 
Tune: Public domain 

 
(Stand) 
 
  



PRAYER 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 



     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COLLECT OF THE DAY 
L Lord Jesus Christ, in Your deep compassion You rescue us from 

whatever may hurt us. Teach us to love You above all things and to love 
our neighbors as ourselves; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
COLLECT FOR THE WORD 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take 
them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
MORNING PRAYER 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and 
I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, 
that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
Amen. 

 



924 LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
BLESSING 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you. 
C Amen. 
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NOTE TO OUR GUESTS AND VISITORS 
 
We are very glad you are here! Our services may look and sound 
different (other worldly, perhaps), but please bear with us! We worship 
the way we do for a reason and there is a certain rhythm involved. We 
gather to receive the gifts of salvation our Living Triune God comes to 
serve through His Word and Sacrament. In these gifts we receive the 
enlivening of our faith, forgiveness from our sins, and life eternal. 
Worship is the unwrapping of these gifts. The liturgy, hymns, and 
preaching proclaim His Word to us. They remind us of the promise of 
salvation as a gift we have in our baptism, and they prepare our hearts 
and minds to receive the Lord’s Supper. Through these means of grace 
God comes to serve us in this Divine Service, and so our worship is 
centered around receiving these gifts of God through faith. 
 
Pastor Jim Kirschenmann 
GV (314) 884-0828 
Email: Pastor@ZionVassar.org 
 
You may Call or TXT the Church Office Phone  

Number at ANYTIME: 785-828-4482 
Email: Office@ZionVassar.org 
  
Service Time: Sunday 9:00 am 
Bible Study and Sunday School: 10:30 am 
  
Services Streamed on Social Media… 
https://bit.ly/m/zionvassar 
 
 
Take this WITH you - Pass this bulletin along to 

someone to invite them… 

PRAYER/CHAT: Text 833-374-4619 
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