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Welcome to Mishpachah Beit Midrash, the Family House of Study.  Each Shabbat1 we gather in 
our home and study the Scriptures, specifically the Torah.2 It’s a fun time of receiving revelation 
from the Ruach HaKodesh3.  Everyone joins in—adults and children—as we follow the Parashat 
HaShavuah4 schedule.  We devote ourselves to studying the Torah because the Torah is the 
foundation for all of Scripture.  Therefore, a thorough understanding of the Torah will help us 
more fully understand the rest of the Tanakh5 and the Brit Chadasha.6 Furthermore, as Yeshua 
stated Himself, the Torah teaches about Him.  So we study the Torah in order to be drawn closer 
to Yeshua, the goal of the Torah. 
 
As believers in the Messiah we have discovered the richness of the wisdom of the sages of Israel.  
These men, who devoted themselves to the study of the Torah, have left us a rich heritage.  Part 
of that heritage is a unique method of learning and interpreting the Scriptures.  It’s called 
thematic analysis.  In thematic analysis we search for the underlying theme/topic of each passage 
of Scripture.  By studying Scriptures related by a common theme, line upon line and precept 
upon precept, the Scriptures open up to us in a unique manner that is clearly inspired by the 
Ruach HaKodesh.  Passages that seemed obscure begin to make sense, and numerous levels of 
wisdom and understanding unfold before us. 
 
Thematic analysis of Scripture is based on the following premises.  1) Moses wrote the Torah as 
five separate books as the Ruach HaKodesh inspired him.  2) Since Adonai had him separate 
those words into five separate books, we surmise that each book has a unique message or theme.  
3) Within each book, the words are written with two paragraph-like divisions7 interrupting the 
flow of the words.  4) Since Adonai commanded Moshe to separate the individual books into 
smaller paragraph-like sections or Parshiot, we surmise that each Parsha was written as a 
separate unit because each of those Parshiot is trying to convey a unique thought, theme, concept 
or understanding.  Therefore, since Adonai inspired these divisions, we think they are VERY 
important.  We use these God-breathed divisions as the basis of our thematic analysis of 
Scripture.  Once you begin to interpret the Scriptures thematically, you will immediately SEE 
that Adonai wrote His words in a manner consistent with the intent that they be interpreted 
thematically. 
 
 Here is an example of what the Parsha divisions look like … 
 
 
 
 
 
 

—THE FAMILY HOUSE OF STUDY— 
EXAMINING THE PARASHAY HASHAVUAH BY  

THEMATIC ANALYSIS 
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s—Parsha Stumah (plural, stumot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh, 
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are at least nine blank spaces between a 
word and the next word, all on the same line of text. 
 

 
  
p—Parsha P'tuchah (plural, p'tuchot)—A paragraph-like break inspired by the Ruach HaKodesh, 
still preserved on kosher Torah Scrolls, where there are blank spaces extending to the end of a 
line of text and the subsequent text does not begin until the next line.  (Hebrew is read from right 
to left) 
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1 Numbers 16:1-19 s 
2 Numbers 16:20-22 s 
3 Numbers 16:23-35 s 
4 Numbers 17:1-5 p 
5 Numbers 17:6-8 s 
6 Numbers 17:9-15 p 
7 Numbers 17:16-24 p 
8 Numbers 17:25-26 p 
9 Numbers 17:27-28 s 
10 Numbers 18:1-7 p 
11 Numbers 18:8-20 s 
12 Numbers 18:21-24 p 
13 Numbers 18:25-32 p 
 

UNDERSTANDING THE PARSHA 
Numbers 16:1-19 

 
Objective—Learn how to make thematic connections to other portions of Scripture, thereby 
allowing you to gain a greater understanding of the Parsha under consideration through its 
thematic connections to those other portions of Scripture. 
 

Reading Between the Lines 
 

I. Have you heard of the expression, “reading between the lines?”  Through this expression we 
learn that there is another unspoken message conveyed when someone speaks.  The other day 

—Parashat HaShavuah— 
 

 x;roq 
 

Korach 
(Korah) 

 
 

B’midbar 16:1-18:32 
(Numbers 16:1-18:32) 
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I came in the house to find my wife talking on the phone and cooking at the same time.  As I 
approached the kitchen, she turned to me and nicely said something along these lines, “Such 
and such is already ready and such and such will be ready after the timer goes off.”  Was she 
just trying to inform me of when dinner would be ready?  After all, I hadn’t asked when it 
would be ready.   Furthermore, normally she doesn’t inform me when each part of our meal 
will be ready.  Therefore, I knew there was another unspoken message she was 
communicating to me.  What was it?  It was this—I’ve cooked dinner and I’m almost 
finished.  Please 1) watch over the meal as it finishes cooking, 2) have someone set the table 
for dinner, and 3) go ahead and start eating dinner while I finish this important conversation 
on the phone.  This, my friend, is a classic example of reading between the lines.  ☺ She 
made one statement; however, the manner in which she made her statement and the timing of 
it conveyed to me more information than she actually spoke.   The Torah does the same 
thing.  It conveys much more information than is actually written just by how it records its 
narratives.  Certain words and phrases are used intentionally so that the reader can gain a 
more extensive understanding from the narrative.  Furthermore, it is through thematic 
analysis that we are enabled to read between the lines of the Torah!  This is why thematic 
analysis is so valuable.  In this week’s Understanding the Parsha, I want to demonstrate how 
much extra information we can glean from a passage by thematically linking its words and 
phrases to other words, phrases and concepts thematically related to those in the Parsha. 
A. Note how it states that Korach separated himself.  Until this point who has done all of the 

separating amongst Am Yisrael?8  Which tribes were Korach, Dathan, On and Abiram 
descended from—hint: Numbers 16:1?9  Therefore, we see that the tribes of Levi and 
Reuben are the tribes of prominence in this story. 
1. What is most significant about the tribe of Reuben?10  We know the firstborns have a 

very special status in Adonai’s eyes.  Now, what is most significant about the tribe of 
Levi?11  How are the tribes of Levi and Reuben thematically related through their 
points of significance?12  That’s right.  In  Exodus 13:2 and Exodus 13:12 we learn 
that Adonai had separated all firstborns to Himself.  Furthermore, in Numbers 3:3-13, 
we read that Adonai replaced the firstborns with the Levites!  It should have been the 
firstborns who helped Aaron and his sons; however, Adonai replaced them with the 
Levites.  We’ve seen above that Korach separated himself.  Now we’ve remembered 
that Adonai separated the firstborns and replaced them with the Levites; therefore, 
He has also separated the Levites.  This analysis has allowed us to see an important 
dynamic. 

 
• Korach separating himself versus Adonai separating the Levites and 

firstborns. 
 

Could there be a connection?  Let’s continue.  By the way, according to Exodus 6:21, 
Korach was also a firstborn! 

B. What was the complaint of Korach, Dathan, Abiram and On?13  At this moment, all we 
know is that according to Numbers 16:3, they think Moses and Aaron are doing too 
much.  What are some of the issues raised by the rebels when they use the phrase, 
“…why do you exalt yourselves over the congregation of YHVH?” 

 

Commented [Korach1]: Adonai has separated them for various 
purposes. 

Commented [Korach2]: Korach was descended from Levi, 
while Dathan, Abiram and On were descended from Reuben. 

Commented [Korach3]: Reuben was Jacob’s firstborn but he 
lost his firstborn status to the sons of Joseph. 

Commented [Korach4]: Adonai separated the tribe of Levi 
unto Hiimself to minister in the Mishkan (Tabernacle). 

Commented [Korach5]: The Levites replaced the firstborns as 
helpers for the priests (the High Priest and his sons). 

Commented [Korach6]: They complain that Moses and Aaron 
have taken too much responsibility/honor for themselves. 
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• The rebels may think that Moses and Aaron think they’re better than everyone 
else? 

• Perhaps the rebels feel that the entire congregation has equal status before 
Adonai.  Therefore, they may feel that more people than just Moses and 
Aaron should share the leadership roles?  At this moment we still don’t know 
what is their specific agenda. 

 
The rebels state that, “the entire assembly—all of them—are holy.”  What does the word 
holy mean?14   Now we know that they may have an issue with a certain person or group 
that has been set apart!  They are essentially stating that since the entire assembly is set 
apart, this one person or group of people—of whom we are still unaware—aren’t any 
more special than the rest of the assembly. 

C. What is the significance of the fact that Moses fell on his face in Numbers 16:4?15  Read 
Numbers 16:5.  As we read Moses’ responses we get a greater understanding of the real 
issues motivating Korach and his followers.  Moses used two significant phrases in his 
reply.  He stated that Adonai would choose who was His own and who could draw near 
to Him!  Therefore, Korach’s complaint must have something to do with whom has been 
chosen to draw near to Adonai.  Who has been chosen to draw near to Adonai in some 
manner?16  Therefore, we can already guess that Korach has a problem with the Aaronic 
High Priesthood!  But let’s continue. 

D. Read Numbers 16:6-7.  Within the context of drawing near to Adonai, what is the 
significance of these fire pans?17  Part of the daily service of the Mishkan involved the 
offering of incense.  Jewish tradition tells us that this service was the most coveted one.  
Furthermore, this was the one service that the High Priest was entitled to do.18  Also, 
according to Leviticus 16:1-13, the High Priest had to offer incense from this censer (fire 
pan) before entering the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement.  Once again, we see a 
connection between Korach’s desires and the priesthood.  Moses devised a test to 
determine whom Adonai had chosen to draw near to Himself in the Mishkan!  
Concerning the censer/fire pan and the offering of incense, what happened the last time 
someone approached Adonai with incense that He had not commanded to be brought?19  
Of course Moses knows this.  So we see that the consequences of failing this test may be 
death!  Moses again makes reference to Adonai’s choice of whom has been set apart near 
the end of Numbers 16:7. 

E. Read Numbers 16:8-11.   Now we have reached the heart of the matter.  Moses exposed 
Korach’s true intentions.  Korach was seeking the High Priesthood!  What I want to draw 
your attention to is the fact that we had already surmised this by using thematic 
connections in Numbers 16:1-11 by reading between the lines!  This verse confirms the 
thematic connections we made in A-D above.  It’s all about who will draw nigh to 
Adonai as High Priest. 

F. Lastly, is Korach’s desire evil?20 
II. Now we have a scene change.  In Numbers 16:12-15, Adonai specifically addresses Dathan 

and Abiram.  Until this point it seems as if there is one rebellion (instigated by Korach, 
Dathan, Abiram and On), with one issue, the High Priesthood. 
A. Read all of the statements of Dathan and Abiram in the above passage.  Summarize their 

complaints. 
 

Commented [Korach7]: It means set apart. 

Commented [Korach8]: He fell on his face in intercessory 
prayer on behalf of Am Yisrael because he knew trouble was 
coming. 

Commented [Korach9]: We know that Adonai specifically 
chose Aaron and his sons to be priests.  Furthermore, they were the 
only ones allowed to draw near to Adonai. 

Commented [Korach10]: The fire pans are the same as the 
censor used to offer the incense before Adonai. 

Commented [Korach11]: Although he could allow someone 
else to do it if he declined. 

Commented [Korach12]: Nadav and Avihu were slain before 
Adonai when they offered strange incense before Adonai. 

Commented [Korach13]: I’d have to say no.  He wants to draw 
near to Adonai.  His eyes are heavenward, albeit extremely 
misguided. 
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• They are upset that Moses took them from a land flowing with milk and honey—note 
how he twisted the phrase, a land flowing with milk and honey and applied it to 
Egypt. 

• They don’t want to die in the wilderness. 
• They don’t like Moses’ leadership. 
• They want land, an inheritance and vineyards, now! 

 
Are they perturbed because of the priesthood?21  As you can see, Dathan and Abiram 
seem to be concerned with earthly matters.  Now we can see two distinct groups of 
dissenters.  Group one consists of Korach who seeks the High Priesthood.  Group two 
consists of Dathan and Abiram who are looking for the good life on earth—two different 
groups with two different agendas, yet they hook up for one unholy rebellion.  Based on 
these conclusions, which group has a problem with Moses and which has a problem with 
Aaron?22  Are Dathan and Aviram’s desires evil?23  Dathan and Abiram seemed to have 
earthly desires. 

III. Read Numbers 16:16-19.  Hold on!  Here’s another scene change.  Now we’re back to 
Korach.  In fact, the Torah will continue to bounce back and forth between the rebellion(s) of 
the two different groups of dissidents.   Again, remember the story of Nadav and Avihu.  We 
will see what happens to them in the next section.  For now, I just wanted you to see how 
much extra information we could add to the story through thematic connections.  The “extra” 
information gained from thematic connections will help you see the subtleties of each Parsha, 
which would normally go unnoticed.  There are two separate groups of dissenters here, each 
with their own agenda.  Yet the Torah chooses to tell their stories simultaneously. 
 
 

 

SEARCHING THE PARSHIOT 
 

 
Objective—Learn how to 1) uncover the theme of a passage, 2) relate it to other passages and 3) 
gain new insight on how to interpret the original passage based on its thematic connection to 
those other passages. 
 

I. How were Dathan and Abiram destroyed?24  How was their judgment thematically related to 
their agenda?25   
A. How were the 250 followers of Korach destroyed and how does their deaths relate 

thematically to their agenda?26  What is the thematic connection between Korach’s 250 
and Nadav and Avihu?27 

II. Read Numbers 17:27-28.  What seems to be Am Yisrael’s fear?28  As long as Am Yisrael 
functioned under the calling/choice of Aaron as High Priest, things went well for them.  
Korach’s rebellion was a total disregard for the Aaronic High priesthood!  In previous 
lessons, we learned that Adonai has tried numerous times to show Am Yisrael that because of 
His Holiness, no one can approach him apart from mediation through the priesthood.  By not 
recognizing Aaron’s High Priestly authority (Korach’s rebellion), the people have 
circumvented his ability to mediate on their behalf.  The result?  Death, death and more 

Commented [Korach14]: No.  They seem to be more 
interested in enjoying the good life.  You know, land houses, great 
crop harvests etc. 

Commented [Korach15]: Since Korach and his followers seek 
the High Priesthood, they have a problem with Aaron.  Since 
Abiram and Dathan seek the good life, they have a problem with 
Moses’ leadership. 

Commented [Korach16]: Yes they are.  They are simply 
interested in fulfilling their fleshly desires of amassing wealth and 
enjoying pleasure. 

Commented [Korach17]: The earth swallowed them. 

Commented [Korach18]: They had carnal, earthly desires and 
it was the earth that destroyed them. 

Commented [Korach19]: They had heavenly aspirations, albeit 
misguided; therefore, the source of their judgment (fire from 
Adonai) had it’s source in heaven. 

Commented [Korach20]: Both groups were destroyed by fire 
from Adonai because they offered strange incense before Adonai.  
The same sin resulted in the same judgment.  Adonai is consistent. 

Commented [Korach21]: Those who draw near to Adonai die. 
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death.  The plague is a perfect picture of what awaits Am Yisrael if they do not draw near to 
Him by the proper means—through the mediation of the priesthood! 

III. Read Numbers 18.  Did you notice the major scene change?  Does it seem like the Torah has 
switched to a totally different subject?  Let’s see what’s going on.  Thematically, we know 
that the Torah will often put two seemingly unrelated passages next to each other.  The Torah 
does this to show us that the two passages are actually related.  Once we find the thematic 
connection, then we’ll understand how they are related.  Let’s list some of the words and 
phrases that seem to be repeated throughout Numbers 18 and Numbers 16-17 to see if they 
can help us see the connection. 
A. Significant words, phrases and concepts from Numbers 16-17— 
• Holy 
• Draw near 
• Choose 
• According to Korach, all of Am Yisrael may perform functions of the priesthood 

 
B. Significant words phrases from Numbers 18— 
• Draw near  (Numbers 18:2, 4) 
• Only Aaron and his sons and the Levites may draw near perform priestly functions 

(Numbers 18:4, 7, 23) 
• Choose (Numbers 18:6) 

 
As you can see, many of the concepts presented in the narratives of Numbers 16-17 are re-
iterated in the commands of Numbers 18.  So what is the thematic connection?  Numbers 16-
17 represents an aberration.  It’s a time in the lives of Am Yisrael when they have rejected 
the meditation of the High Priesthood.  The result was death!  Numbers 18 essentially puts 
things back in order.  It does this by reminding Am Yisrael that they must approach Him 
through the mediation efforts of Aaron and the Levites.  Numbers 18 essentially re-
established the priesthood.  Hopefully, the instructions of Numbers 18 will remind Am 
Yisrael that they never want to approach Adonai apart from mediation through the Aaronic 
priesthood and the Levites.  The death associated with Numbers 16-19 will be averted if they 
approach through Adonai’s choice of Aaron and the Levites (see Numbers 18:3, 22 and 32). 

 
 

MAKING THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE PARASHAT 
HASHAVUAH AND THE HAFTARAH 

 
Objective—Learn how to relate Scriptures thematically, thereby learning how to think 
Hebraically.  Become rooted in the importance of thematic analysis by seeing it in action as you 
relate the Torah portion to the Haftarah portion. 
 
The Haftarah reading is found in I Samuel 11:14-12:22.  I will list some verses from the Haftarah 
reading.  Your job will be to relate them thematically to the Parashat HaShavuah reading. 
 

I. How is I Samuel 12:1-5 thematically related to the Torah portion?29 
II. How many thematic connections can you see in I Samuel 12:12-19?30 

Commented [Korach22]: This passage is thematically related 
to Numbers 16:15, where Moses essentially makes the same 
statements. 

Commented [Korach23]: The people had rejected Adonai as 
their king just as Am Yisrael had rejected Adonai’s choice of Moses 
and Aaron.  In both stories Adonai gave a supernatural sign to prove 
that the people made a wrong choice. 
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If you would like to explore more information about connections between the Torah portion and 
the Haftarah reading, then go to the Haftarah Connections link on our website under The Weekly 
Torah Portion.  You will be able to download a document that will show you numerous 
Scriptures from the Haftarah reading so that you can determine how they are thematically 
connected to the Torah portion.  The answers are provided as endnotes.  This is an excellent 
exercise to help you begin thinking thematically.   
 

 
MESSIAH IN THE PARSHA 

 
 
Objective—Learn how the Torah teaches about the life and ministry of Yeshua HaMashiach.  
Yeshua said that Moses wrote about Him31.  Since the Torah never even mentions the word 
Messiah, this section will help you see the Messiah in the Torah.  This is primarily done using 
thematic analysis and midrash.   
 

Yeshua, Adonai’s Choice as High Priest 
 

I. How did Adonai demonstrate to Am Yisrael that the priesthood belonged only to Aaron?32  
In Parashat Metzora, we learned many truths concerning how the Torah presents pictures of 
the Messiah.  We learned that anytime one see 1) pictures of resurrection, 2) pictures of 
renewed life as a result of deliverance from impending death and 3) pictures of victory and 
renewed life as a result of death, we know the Torah is about to give us a teaching 
concerning the Messiah.  I call these themes of The Resurrection and the Life, and they are 
especially strengthened when coupled in some manner with the number three.   Do you see 
the sign of the Messiah in the story of how Aaron's rod budded?33  As you can see, Aaron's 
rod that budded has Messianic significance!  Let's determine what this story is teaching us 
about the Messiah.  How does Aaron's rod teach us about the Messiah? 34  One of the main 
lessons of the story of Korach's rebellion is that those who minister before Adonai MUST be 
chosen by Him!  No one can take this responsibility upon himself or herself.  Korach learned 
this lesson the hard way.  Now read Hebrews 5:1-10, especially verse 4.   How is Hebrews 
5:4 thematically connected to the story of Korach's rebellion?35  What an awesome 
connection!  Wouldn't you say that the writer of Hebrews understood the lesson of Korach's 
rebellion and had it in mind when he wrote Hebrews 5:1-10? 
A. Now read Luke 9:35.  Note the phrase, "My Chosen One" in Luke 9:35.  Luke is quoting 

from Psalm 2:7.  Earlier, I stated that the Messianic significance of the story of the 
choosing of Aaron as the High Priest—because of his staff that budded—was that Yeshua 
was Adonai's chosen High Priest!  How is Luke 9:35 related to that revelation?36   This 
thematic connection may seem weak since it doesn't specifically state that Yeshua was 
chosen for the role of High Priest in Luke 9:35.  However, read Hebrews 5:5-6.  In 
context, Paul has stated that no human can make himself High Priest (Hebrews 5:4).  In 
these verses he then thematically links the statement in Psalm 2:7 (that the Messiah is the 
Chosen One) with another statement from Psalm 110:4, that the Messiah would be a 
priest after the order of Melchizedek!  Therefore, we know that the statement in Psalm 
2:7 that the Son is the Chosen One does pertain to His chosen status as a High Priest!  

Commented [Korach24]: By causing Aaron's rod to blossom. 

Commented [Korach25]: Yes.  Each staff was a piece of 
wood, a dead piece of wood I might add.  When Aaron's rod budded 
life (the flower blossoms and ripe almonds) came forth from that 
which was dead (the wooden stick)! 
 

Commented [Korach26]: According to Numbers 17:20, 
Adonai proposed this exercise specifically to show Am Yisrael 
whom He had chosen to be High Priest.  Therefore, it is teaching us 
that Yeshua was Adonai's chosen High Priest! 

Commented [Korach27]: This verse states that no human 
being can take upon himself the honor of High Priest.  This is 
exactly what Korach was trying to do! 

Commented [Korach28]: It shows that Yeshua was chosen by 
Adonai. 
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What Paul labors to show us in Hebrews 5, Psalm 2 and 110 is beautifully demonstrated 
for us through the story of Aaron's rod that budded.  Just as Adonai used the sign of 
resurrection (Aaron's rod that budded) to demonstrate that he was the chosen Levitical 
High Priest, so likewise Adonai was showing us that Yeshua Messiah is His Chosen High 
Priest after the order of Melchizedek.  And what is the basis of the priesthood after the 
order of Melchizedek?  The power of an indestructible life (Hebrews 7:16)—another sign 
of the Messiah! 

II. There is yet another way the Torah teaches us about Yeshua's priesthood.   Psalm 2:7 teaches 
us about the Messiah and the Priesthood.  It is understood among the sages of Israel that the 
firstborns functioned as priests before the Levites were chosen.  Read Exodus 24:1-8.  Who 
were these young men?  They were probably the firstborns.  We also know that the firstborn 
functioned as priests because the Levites, who replaced the firstborn, functioned in a priestly 
role.  Obviously, the Levites are doing what the firstborn were supposed to do before they 
were replaced.  In Numbers 3:9-13 the Levites were taken in place of the firstborn.  The point 
I wish to make is that through this Divine switch, we see the firstborn are thematically 
connected to the priesthood.  Before the Levites were commissioned the firstborn functioned 
as priests as Exodus 24:1-8 hints, and after the Levites replaced the firstborn, the Levites 
helped the Aaronic priesthood in the Mishkan. 
A. What was the most important event in the history of Am Yisrael that gave such 

prominence to the status of firstborn?37  In fact, in Numbers 8:14-19, Adonai specifically 
stated that He set the firstborn apart at the Passover.  What significant event occurred to 
the firstborn on Passover?38  We have seen in a previous lesson that the Passover was 
surely Messianic in significance.  The sign of the Messiah—life from the dead—is a 
hallmark of the Passover experience. 

B. Read Acts 13:33.  What interpretation does Luke give to the phrase, "Today I have 
begotten you" in Psalm 2:7?39  Read Revelation 1:5.  How is Revelation 1:5 thematically 
connected to Psalm 2:7?40  So we see that the B'rit Chadasha links Yeshua's firstborn 
status with His resurrection.  Now, how is this connection related to the firstborn of the 
Passover?41  Now, we can see the Messianic significance of the experience of the 
firstborn.  Every firstborn was a picture of Messiah, the ultimate Firstborn, who would 
escape death!  This is but one way the Torah teaches Messiah would escape death.  Now 
we have a clear connection between Messiah Yeshua and the firstborn of Israel. 

C. We've already seen that the firstborn of Israel were thematically related to the priesthood!  
What does this teach us about the Messiah?42  That's right.  It was the firstborn, who 
functioned as priests before the Levites replaced them.  Then, the Levites, functioning in 
the role of the firstborn, were connected to the priesthood.  This was to teach us that 
Messiah Yeshua, the ultimate Firstborn, would also be a priest!   Furthermore, we've also 
seen that the basis of His Melchizedekian High Priesthood was His unending life!  His 
unending Resurrection Life (hint; firstborn from the dead), I might add. 

 
In summary, we can see how this week's sidra (Torah portion) teaches us many things 
about the work of the Messiah.  We can see the connections clearly when we use 
thematic analysis.  The themes connect almost effortlessly.  The themes of chosen, 
firstborn, life from the dead, etc., found in our sidra help us to see the Messiah. 
 
 

Commented [Korach29]: The Passover when the lives of the 
firstborn were spared. 

Commented [Korach30]: Their lives were spared.  They would 
have died if it weren't for the blood of the lamb. 

Commented [Korach31]: He stated that it pertained to 
Yeshua's resurrection from the dead! 

Commented [Korach32]: Revelation 1:5 states that Yeshua's 
firstborn status refers to His resurrection!  He was the FIRST one to 
be reborn from the dead, i.e., resurrected.  This is linked to Psalm 
2:7 because Luke stated that Psalm 2:7 referred to Yeshua's 
resurrection. 

Commented [Korach33]: They (the firstborn of the generation 
of the Passover and Yeshua) shared a common experience.  The 
firstborn of the generation of the Passover should have died, but 
their lives were spared or given back to them despite the decree of 
death to all firstborns.  Therefore, they experienced a "resurrection" 
in type.  This was the same experience of Yeshua.  He was a 
firstborn in the sense that He was the first person to be born from the 
dead.  He should have remained dead, but He was brought back to 
life. 

Commented [Korach34]: The strong thematic connection 
between the firstborn of Israel and the priesthood was meant to teach 
us that Messiah would be a priest! 
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Yeshua, Adonai’s Choice as High Priest 
 

I. In order to help us see the Messianic significance of the issues presented in this week’s sidra, 
we need to review two important lessons that we’ve learned in the past. 

 
Adonai’s Holiness Prevents Us From Approaching Him 

 
A. In this Torah, series I've tried to emphasize that Adonai is in the process of making 

Himself known to the Am Yisrael through His name YHVH.  This began in Exodus 3:1-
6 when Moses tried to approach the burning bush, but was told by Adonai not to draw 
near without first taking off his shoes!  Adonai was trying to make known to them that 
He is a Holy, Holy God.  He is perfect and totally separate from sin.  This aspect of His 
character had not been revealed to the Patriarchs.  When did he ever say to Abraham, 
"Don't come near to me?"  Yet, beginning in Exodus 3, He is constantly reminding Am 
Yisrael that they had better keep their distance.  Read Exodus 19:19-25.  Note the 
severity of the warnings not to come close to Adonai.  Remember, this is when the Torah 
was given on Mount Sinai.  Do you see the thematic connection?   When one draws nigh 
to Adonai, one must be very careful.  His Holiness is so intense that one cannot just come 
near Him without being properly covered/protected.  We need protection from His purity 
and Holiness!  In previous lessons, we saw that the incense was a picture of the prayers 
that protect us from Adonai's Holiness.  Remember the Yom Kippur ceremony of 
Leviticus 16, where the High Priest can only go into the Holy of Holies AFTER making a 
cloud with the incense, lest He come into direct contact with the Shekhinah of Adonai?  
The incense, which is a picture of intercession, is the cloud that protected the High Priest 
from a direct encounter with the Shekhinah (during the Yom Kippur ceremony), just as 
the cloud on Mount Sinai protected the priests from a direct encounter with the 
Shekhinah!  By offering a strange/alien fire that Adonai had not commanded, Nadav and 
Avihu drew near to the Holy God of the Universe without proper intercession/protection, 
and were therefore consumed by His Holiness.  We know that Adonai has intense love 
for the people of Israel, the offspring of the Patriarchs.  However, when you read Exodus 
19, do you notice that Adonai refuses to speak directly to the people, the object of His 
affection?  Did you notice how He keeps telling Moses to talk to them?  Have you 
noticed how the people always have to send messages to Him via Moses?  How is this 
behavior thematically related to how Adonai is making Himself known as a Holy God?43  
Once again, we see that the Torah is trying to teach us about the Holiness/Set-Apartness 
of our God.   Have you noticed by which physical manifestation Adonai prefers to reveal 
Himself?  Read Exodus 3:1-5 and Exodus 24:9-18.  What physical phenomenon does He 
choose to represent Himself?44  Yes, over and over He uses fire to represent Himself.  
This is why Hebrews 12:29 states that our God is a consuming fire.  When Isaiah saw 
Adonai (Isaiah 6) and when John saw Adonai in the book of Revelation, what were the 
angels calling out?  Love, love, love?  No.  They called out Holy, Holy, Holy!  This is 
because His Holiness is His main attribute.  He is totally separate from sin.  Now, here’s 
a good revelation concerning Adonai’s Holiness and our access to Him.  Do you know 
how hot is the sun?  It’s hotter than we can imagine.  Well, Adonai showed me that His 
Holiness burns infinitely hotter than the sun!  Now consider this.  He loves us and wants 
us to draw near to Him in communion and fellowship.  But guess what.  We’re not holy 
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and if He brings us too close to Him . . . well, you guessed it.  We’re toast!  You see, we 
need a covering to protect us from His Holiness!  The judgment of Nadav and Avihu has 
as much to do with Him being a mean God as did His judgment of Ananias and Sapphira, 
in the “NEW TESTAMENT OF GRACE”!   The issue is this.  When He is present, 
you’d better be covered/protected from His holiness, otherwise you’re history!   

 
 

Yeshua is the Mediator Between Adonai and Mankind 
 

A. In Parashat Yitro, we saw that Moses was very busy ascending and descending the 
mountain when the Torah was given.  At that time, we also noted that Adonai only 
spoke to the people through Moses.  Furthermore, they could only speak to Him 
through Moses!   What was the Torah trying to teach us concerning Moses as he 
ascended and descended the mountain numerous times to carry messages to and from 
the people and Adonai?45  That's right.  The Torah is trying to teach us that Moses is 
acting as a mediator between Adonai and Israel.  Adonai wasn’t exactly making 
Himself available to the people.  Moses' role as a mediator between Adonai and 
Israel teaches us that mankind can only approach Adonai through His Son, 
Yeshua. See I Timothy 2:5.46  

B. We also saw that there was another Scripture in the Tanakh thematically related to 
Moses' busy activity of ascending and descending. 

 
4 Who has ascended to heaven and descended? Who has gathered up the wind in the 
hollow of his hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak? Who has established 
all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and the name of his son? Tell me if you 
know (Proverbs 30:4, emphasis mine)! 

 
1. Do you know a Father and Son of whom it could be asked who 1) has ascended 

and descended, and 2) established the ends of the earth?  Surely you know Him. 
2. Furthermore, who was it that first descended (John 6:51) from heaven as a 

prophet to speak the words of the New Covenant?  Surely you know Him. 
3. Who was it that, after redeeming us with His blood, ascended (Ephesians 4:8) 

back to heaven to become the High Priest of our confession?  Surely you know 
Him. 

4. And whom are we awaiting to descend (Revelation 19:11-16) again to reign as 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords?  Surely you know Him. 

 
And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down (descended) from 
heaven, even the Son of man, which is in heaven (John 3:13, emphasis mine). 
 
So, as you can see, Moses’ dizzying activities were meant to show us that just as 
he was a mediator between Adonai and Am Yisrael, so likewise, Yeshua is the 
mediator between Adonai and mankind.  Furthermore, His work of redemption 
will cause Him to descend and ascend to and from heaven numerous times.  
 

II. Now that we’ve remembered those two important points, you can appreciate the lesson of the 
rebellion of Korach.  When he decided that anyone should be able to approach Adonai, he 
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was effectively saying, “I don’t want the covering that you’ve provided as we come into 
Your presence.  Furthermore, I disregard your choice of Aaron as mediator!”  We know that 
the Aaronic High Priesthood was a picture of Yeshua’s High Priesthood and we know that 
Adonai’s choice of Aaron as High Priest was a picture of His choice of Yeshua as High 
Priest.  Therefore, if we look at Korach’s actions on a Messianic level, he was essentially 
saying, “I don’t want the covering that you’ve provided through Yeshua’s intercession as I 
come into Your presence.  Furthermore, I disregard your choice of Yeshua as mediator 
between God and man.”  Now you see why death occurred so swiftly.  We can only approach 
Adonai through His Son.  This week’s sidra teaches us this lesson in a graphic manner. 

 
Understanding One Tiny Portion of the Book of Revelation 

 
I. Read Revelation 8:1-6.  This Scripture (as well as most of Revelation) puzzled me.  What 

was the significance of the angel hurling the fire to the earth? 
A. How is this Scripture related to the Torah portion?47  I believe this thematic connection 

will help us understand the significance of Revelation 8:5. 
B. Considering that there will not be a pre-trib rapture, and considering that the saints will 

need to be purged in the fires of the tribulation wilderness just as Am Yisrael were 
purged in the wilderness, and considering that judgment begins in the house of God, I 
think Revelation 8:5 has the following interpretation.  In the sidra, Aaron had to take 
incense (protective prayers) from the altar out to the people to prevent Adonai from 
destroying them.  So likewise, I believe that the hurling of the fire to the earth is to 
prevent Adonai from destroying all of the saints during our judgment.  Revelation 8:5 is 
almost an exact picture of the story in our sidra—fire from the altar needs to be 
transported somewhere.  In the sidra, it needed to make it amongst Am Yisrael.  In 
Revelation, it needs to make it from heaven to earth.  Note how the incense stopped the 
plague amongst Adonai’s people!  Not exactly what most pre-tribbers want to hear. 
 
 

 

Fun For the Whole Family! 
 

Okay, time to show what you’ve learned.  Word searches and crossword puzzles are 
available for you to test your understanding.  The word search for adults (and older 
children) consists of 20-30 words taken from this week’s sidra (portion). Some of the 
words may be common Hebrew words or English phrases.  The crossword puzzle for 
adults (and older children) may also contain common Hebrew words or English phrases.  
There is also a word search for the little guys!  And of course, the answer key is 
provided for the crossword puzzle. 

 
Adult and children’s crossword puzzles and word searches are available on Restoration of 
Torah’s website:  www.restorationoftorah.org.  Click on the link entitled, The Weekly 
Torah Portion Crossword Puzzles and Word Searches. 
 

Shabbat Shalom! 
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1 Shabbat is Hebrew for Sabbath. 
 
2 In its most limited form, the Torah comprises the first five books of Moses. 
 
3 Holy Spirit. 
 
4 The Parashat HaShavuah, or weekly Parashat, are the weekly readings from the Torah.  Each week, beginning on 
the Shabbat, we read specific selections from the Torah, such that we complete the entire Torah each year. 
 
5 Tanakh is the entirety of what is commonly called the Old Testament.  It is a Hebrew acronym taken from the three 
major divisions of the Tanakh: the Torah, Prophets (Neviim) and Writings (Khetuvim). 
 
6 Brit Chadasha is commonly known as the New Testament Scriptures. 
 
7 This paragraph-like division is called a Parsha (Parshiot, plural). 
 
8 Adonai has separated them for various purposes. 
 
9 Korach was descended from Levi, while Dathan, Abiram and On were descended from Reuben. 
 
10 Reuben was Jacob’s firstborn but he lost his firstborn status to the sons of Joseph. 
 
11 Adonai separated the tribe of Levi unto Himself to minister in the Mishkan (Tabernacle). 
 
12 The Levites replaced the firstborns as helpers for the priests (the High Priest and his sons). 
 
13 They complain that Moses and Aaron have taken too much responsibility/honor for themselves. 
 
14 It means set apart. 
 
15 He fell on his face in intercessory prayer on behalf of Am Yisrael because he knew trouble was coming. 
 
16 We know that Adonai specifically chose Aaron and his sons to be priests.  Furthermore, they were the only ones 
allowed to draw near to Adonai. 
 
17 The fire pans are the same as the censer used to offer the incense before Adonai. 
 
18 Although he could allow someone else to do it if he declined. 
 
19 Nadav and Avihu were slain before Adonai when they offered strange incense before Adonai. 
 
20 I’d have to say no.  He wants to draw near to Adonai.  His eyes are heavenward, albeit extremely misguided. 
 
21 No.  They seem to be more interested in enjoying the good life.  You know, land, houses, great crop, harvests etc., 
 
22 Since Korach and his followers seek the High Priesthood, they have a problem with Aaron.  Since Abiram and 
Dathan seek the good life, they have a problem with Moses’ leadership. 
 
23 Yes they are.  They are simply interested in fulfilling their fleshly desires of amassing wealth and enjoying 
pleasure. 
 
24 The earth swallowed them. 
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25 They had carnal, earthly desires and it was the earth that destroyed them. 
 
26 They had heavenly aspirations, albeit misguided; therefore, the source of their judgment (fire from Adonai) had its 
source in heaven. 
 
27 Both groups were destroyed by fire from Adonai because they offered strange incense before Adonai.  The same 
sin resulted in the same judgment.  Adonai is consistent. 
 
28 Those who draw near to Adonai die. 
 
29 This passage is thematically related to Numbers 16:15, where Moses essentially makes the same statements. 
 
30 The people had rejected Adonai as their king just as Am Yisrael had rejected Adonai’s choice of Moses and 
Aaron.  In both stories, Adonai gave a supernatural sign to prove that the people made a wrong choice. 
 
31 Yeshua said in John 5:46 that Moses spoke about him.  Psalm 40:6-8, speaking of the Messiah said that the book 
is written about Him.  Paul said that all of the feasts were prophetic shadows of Messiah Yeshua. 
 
32 By causing Aaron's rod to blossom. 
 
33 Yes.  Each staff was a piece of wood, a dead piece of wood, I might add.  When Aaron's rod budded, life (the 
flower blossoms and ripe almonds) came forth from that which was dead (the wooden stick)! 
 
34 According to Numbers 17:20, Adonai proposed this exercise specifically to show Am Yisrael whom He had 
chosen to be High Priest.  Therefore, it is teaching us that Yeshua was Adonai's chosen High Priest! 
 
35 This verse states that no human being can take upon himself the honor of High Priest.  This is exactly what 
Korach was trying to do! 
 
36 It shows that Yeshua was chosen by Adonai. 
 
37 The Passover when the lives of the firstborn were spared. 
 
38 Their lives were spared.  They would have died if it weren't for the blood of the lamb. 
 
39 He stated that it pertained to Yeshua's resurrection from the dead! 
 
40 Revelation 1:5 states that Yeshua's firstborn status refers to His resurrection!  He was the FIRST one to be reborn 
from the dead, i.e., resurrected.  This is linked to Psalm 2:7, because Luke stated that Psalm 2:7 referred to Yeshua's 
resurrection. 
 
41 They (the firstborn of the generation of the Passover and Yeshua) shared a common experience.  The firstborn of 
the generation of the Passover should have died, but their lives were spared or given back to them despite the decree 
of death to all firstborns.  Therefore, they experienced a "resurrection" in type.  This was the same experience of 
Yeshua.  He was a firstborn in the sense that He was the first person to be born from the dead.  He should have 
remained dead, but He was brought back to life. 
 
42 The strong thematic connection between the firstborn of Israel and the priesthood was meant to teach us that 
Messiah would be a priest! 
 
43 It is thematically related to his Holiness, because it shows that He is unapproachable, except for Moses or later, 
the Cohen haGadol.  Not only can you not draw near to Him, you can't even talk to Him! Trying to communicate to 
this God is serious business.  Even trying to talk to Him may cost you your life! 
 
44 A fire. 
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45 Moses is fulfilling the role of a mediator. 
 
46 5For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus. 
 
47 Aaron stopped a plague among Am Yisrael by taking fire in his censer and taking it out into the people, among 
whom a plague had started. 
 
 


