Requirements for being a Godparent for Baptism and/or Sponsor for Confirmation:
The Church takes the role of a Godparent and Confirmation Sponsor very seriously, and we should as well. 

Baptism: 	According to the Code of Canon Law (Canons 872-874), godparents assist the parents in helping the baptized person lead a Christian life in keeping with baptism and to fulfill faithfully the obligations inherent in it. Godparents must be at least 16 years old, have received all 3 sacraments of initiation (Baptism, First Eucharist & Confirmation) and be a practicing Catholic in good standing (cannot be the child's mother or father). 
	
	You may have one or two godparents, however, only one may be a male and only one may be a female (in other words, you cannot have two godfathers). 

	A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic Christian church cannot be a traditional godparent, however they may serve as a Christian Witness, provided there is one main Catholic godparent. 

Confirmation: According to the Code of Canon Law (Canons 893-894), a Confirmation Sponsors role is to help the candidate live out and witness the faith. Ideally, this person is the candidate’s original baptism godparent, but that is not mandatory. The sponsor must be at least 16 years old, fully initiated into the Catholic Church, and living a life in harmony with the faith. Sponsors cannot be the biological mother or father of the candidate. 
	
The role of the godparent/ sponsor is not simply some social construct that we give to our best friend or brother/sister. It is a solemn responsibility. Canon Law makes it pretty black-and-white in stating that the godparent and sponsor must both be fully initiated into the Catholic Church and a practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church. This makes a lot of sense as it would be illogical to ask someone to promise to help raise a child in the faith if they are not living out their faith. This of course begs the question: What does it mean to be a practicing Catholic? The bare minimum would be going to Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation. 

“Living a life in harmony with the faith” and “a Catholic in good standing” also means that there are not restrictions placed on the person that would keep them from serving as a godparent or sponsor. This would include marriage that is not valid (those not married in the Church and have not had a convalidation – sometimes called, having their marriage blessed by the Church). Contact either Fr. Stokes or Fr. Gaberiele as soon as possible if your marriage is not valid and we will work with you to fix any issues. 

So, what do I need to do if I am asked to be a godparent or a sponsor? Or from the other perspective; what should I be looking for in a godparent/sponsor for my child? First and foremost, prayerfully discern if you are willing to take on the responsibility to help raise this person in the Catholic faith. Secondly, make sure you are a registered parishioner of Holy Family Parish. This means you are living here and going to Mass here at Holy Family Parish. Grown children who have moved away should register at the parish in which they are living. Finally, make sure you are regularly attending Mass on Sundays (the Saturday Vigil counts as Sunday) and Holy Days of Obligation.  	 



