\/\/e[come

We hope that the Lnforma’cLon in this session s usefuL to

B EYFS and KSI

There is a lot to take in, so p[ease don't hesitate to ask us

any questions at any timel Phoni-cs M eet.l-ng

Remember... there is no such ’chmg as a sLLLg questLon!
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Overview

JCheck your own knowledge

JdWhat is phonics?

DKeg vocabulary - the phonics ‘dictionary.
dSound buttons

dLittle Wandle: Letters and Sounds Revised
dPhonics Screenmg Check

JFAQs

JdTop tips: ways to help at home

jUSQJCU.I. resources O.I’ld WebSLJCQS



Match the ‘cerm'mo[ogg to the def’mt‘cton

2 letters which make | sound.
e GPC

e Grapheme-Phoneme COFFQSPOI’IdQI’ICQ - ’che FQLQJCLOﬂSth

between the graphemes (Letters) we read and the
¢ DLgraph

phonemes (sounds) we hear.

Also known as ‘sound-talk. The adult says individual
sounds and encourages children to copy and blend

them Jcogejcher to make the word.

e Alternative pronuncLaJcLon

* Oral bLendLng

A deferen’c way of pronounc’mg a sound.



Match the ‘cerm'mo[ogg to the def’mt‘cton

e 2 letters which make | sound.

 GPC —

e Grapheme-Phoneme COFFQSPOI’IdQI’ICQ - ’che re[a’cLonsth

between the graphemes (Letters) we read and the
¢ DLgraph

phonemes (sounds) we hear.

1 ALternatLve pl"OI’lU.I’lCL(ltLOI’I * Also known as ‘sound-talk. The adult says individual
sounds and encourages children to copy and blend

them Jcogejcher to make the word.

* Oral bLendLng

A dLJCJCQFerJC W(lg O]C pl"OI’lOU.ﬂCU’Ig a grapheme.



National LLJceracg Trust

What is phontcs?

* Phonics is a way of ’ceachmg learners how to read and write. It
helps children hear, Lden’chg and use deferenJc sounds that

dLs’anguLsh one word from another in the EngLLsh Language.

 \Written language can be compared to a code, so knowmg the

sounds of individual letters and how those letters sound when

combined will heLp children decode words as Jcheg read.



Keg Vocabutarg

Phoneme
A unit of sound that we hear or say.
Grapheme

A unit of sound that we read or write.

/\/\ang sounds are made Sp[L’c D'Lgraph
from individual Lletters A sound made from 2
sat p I n separated letters

a_e (cake) i_e (line)

CVC
cat mop fish

CCVC
plan frog sniff

CVCC
milk nest paint

Grapheme-Phoneme Correspondence (GPC) D'Lgraph TrLgraph
Knowmg how the sounds we hear/sag correspond to A sound made from 2 A sound made from 3
the sounds we read/write. letters. letters
ay sh ck igh ear air
B[endtng Segmen’ctng

This involves hearing or reading individual graphemes
and blending them together to form a word. This forms
the basis of reading.

Example: c/a/t ... cat

This involves hearmg or readmg words and spLLJchLng
them up into individual sounds. This forms the basis
of speLLLng.

ExampLe: rain... r/ai/n

Are there
any other
words you

arent sure

of ?



Don't worrgl Your child is not taught all

Keg Points

this Lnformaﬂon at once. We teach these

in small, systematic steps.

* Sounds (phonemes) can be represented by a letter or a group of letters.

¢ The same phoneme can be represen’ced IDH dtfferen’c graphemes.

(Examp[e: rain, pL%{ O.I’ld CQI(Q).

¢ The same graphemes can be U.SQd JCO represen’c deJCerer\Jc phonemes.

(ExampLe: ShM O.I’ld JCLMQI”).



Sound Buttons \

* Sound buttons are a heLpfuL way for your child to deveLop thetr
GPC.

* These can be drawn onto words in order to read or added to

words as a child s er’ang.

* The Little Wandle word cards have a sound button side and a

p[o.’m side. You will see these in the mini-lesson.



What do ‘chey look Llike?

* Dot

* This is used to represent an individual letter sound.

sat

* Dash
* This connects 2+ letters that make | sound (e.g. digraphs and ’crLgraphs:C ar

 Arch/Rainbow
* This is used to represent a spLL’c dLgraph. This can be above or beneath

the word.
flame



shop  sat make
pen slide rng

chewing cards pan



Your turn...

cat shop cake

pin march five
maps burger phones

silk flight complete
drops chairs use




Your turn...

cat shop cake

pin march five
maps burger phones

silk flight complete
drops chairs use




When should my child use sound buttons?

* Please dont write in or on school books.

. If your child ts readmg condeen’ch without sound buttons, ’cheg
do not have to use these. Sound buttons are smeLg a tool to

suppor’c readmg 'Lf needed.

e You can pLace words/books into a pLach’Lc pocke’c and use a
whiteboard pen to draw the sound buttons on.

e Your child may beneft’c from addmg sound buttons when writing
words, but again, this is on[g 'Lf ’cheg reaLLg need to use them.



| ittle Wandle

e [ ittle Wandle: Letters and Sounds Revised is a compLe’ce, systematic
and sgn’che’ch phonLcs programme, validated bg the DfE. I\/\ang
programmes have gone Jchrough a validation process in order to ensure

conststency and quaLL’cg aCross phonLcs Jceach'mg.

[t has been built around the DfE Letters and Sounds .

o All s’caff in school have been spechLcaL[g trained to teach the Little

WandLe LQSSOH.S.



| ittle Wandle

¢ DaLLH phonLcs lesson (LI- new sounds + review each week)

* Jaught in Year Groups.

e 3 x readmg session weeklg

* Decodmg (readmg the words), prosodg (addmg meaning and, expressLon) and

comprehension (deeper understanding of the text).

¢ Keep—up Cll’ld CClJCCh_U.p 9I'"OU.PS

Explore the resources and videos
found on the Little Wandle

website.

e Assessment




Little Wandle - Class 2

e Little Wandle expectations go above and begond National Curriculum.
Therefore, children in Year 2 may still receive phonLcs anu’c to secure

knowLedge. This may Look Like:

° DO.LLH phOl’lLCS LQSSOI’I (FQCQP, new SOU.I’ldS and WOI’"dS)

¢ Group and |l readmg

e Booster groups

Explore the resources and videos
found on the Little Wandle

website.

e Assessment




Speu'mgs

* Once a child has ‘graduated' from the Little Wandle Phonics scheme
Jcheg beg'm the Year 2 Little Wandle speLLLng programme.

* This will occur every dag to teach new speLLLng words, ’crLckg words,

speLLLng patterns and rules.

* Please do work on these at home. You can heLp your child bg
supporting them to:

e Read, write, recognise and understand the meaning of these words.



The Phonics Screen'mg Check (PSC) ﬁﬂ

 Children in Year | take part in the PSC in June.

* Children who do not achieve the pass mark will continue to be

given additional support and then retake it the fouow'mg year.

* [his assesses your child’s read'mg skills.

° There are LI-O WOI“dS JCOI“ your ChLLd to read. 20 reaL WOI“dS Cll’ld 20

nonsense alien words.
e PSC Video

* Fven the most ﬂuen’c readers can fmd this ’crLckg as children
want to turn them all into real words.

* We will host a PSC meeting for Year | famLLLes nearer the time.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNFn6QNhwqs

?

Frequentlg Asked Questions @ﬁ@

e Should I correct my child’s spe[[tng? Your child needs to use
phor\e’ctcaug pLausLbLe speLLLngs as well as writing JcrLckH words

(common exception Words) correcﬂg.

I LOVE cake.
I luv caik. I love cike.



?

Frequentlg Asked Questions @ﬁ@

e Should I correct my child’s spe[[tng? Your child needs to use
phor\e’ctcaug pLausLbLe speLLLngs as well as writing JcrLckH words

(common exception Words) correcﬂg.

I LOVE’, cake.
I luv caik. I love cike.

v I v J Y I
This child has not yet learned the JcrLckg word ‘love. This child has not used an /ai/ sound.

This child has not learnt the a_e sound yet. This
spelling is phonetically plausible.



Frequentlg Asked Questions @ﬂ@

e How do I know what my child has learnt?

Fach wee|<, we send home a weektg page LN your child’s phomcs

folder. This contains information about which sounds, tricky words

and decodable words that ’cheg have learnt or prachLsed.

Year 2 children receive recap Lnformaﬂon as part of thetr speLL’Lngs

each week.



?

Frequentlg Asked Questions @ﬂ@

. If my child is stuck, should I tell them the word? It can be

o) JcrLc:|<H to not heLp your child when ’cheg are andLng a word
’crLckg to read. As your child learns to read, ’cheg may do a lot of
soundmg out and b[endmg (this could be out loud or in their

head). We suggest waiting at least |0 seconds before gilving your
child a cLue/readLng it to them.



Fr equentlg Asked Questions @ﬁ@

* What are tricky words? These are also known as Common Exception Words.
These are common words that do not foLLow the ordmarg phonemLc rules.
Some of these words may not be JcrLckg for your child dependmg on their

accent (e.g. put, bath, ask).

* These are all ’caught as part of the Little Wandle scheme.



?

Frequentlg Asked Questions @ﬂ@

¢ Whg are my child’s erends read’mg easier/trickier books? Everg

child deveLops and learns at their own pace.

e We assess your child on their progress each ha[f—term. Thetr

read’mg group s matched as cLoseLg as possLbLe to their phonemtc

awaremness.

e Your child may be asked to |<eep read'mg their book for more than

| week to deveLop their ﬂuencg and. comprehensLon further.



Top T'Lps

* Make phonLcs part of your daLLg LLfe at homel

* Sound out instructions and conversations with children to develop their

blending skills.

* Promote reading read daily at home (it does not have to be their same
school book every nightl) This may be: a couple of pages from their

school book, sharing a bedtime story and lots more.

* Use the pages in your child's folder to practice: sounds, blending reading
writing and spe[['mg.

After breakfast we
are going to take the
d/o/g for a walk at
the p/ar/k.

Let’s see Lf you can

work it out...
f/ush
ch/L/p/s
p/eals




Top T'Lps

* Make phonics part of your daily life at homel

¢ PLag 5 minute readmg/phontcs games...

Flashcards
You can purchase your
own set of Little
Wandle flashcards. Use

these to practice sounds,

build words, read words

and incorporate them

into reading games at
home.

Little Wandle

F Lashcards — Amazon.

Build It
Use post-it notes to

stick sounds on Lego
blocks. Say a word and

ask your child to build
it using the blocks.

Stepping Stones
Use post-it notes to
stick 6 written words

next to a row of

‘'stepping stones. Roll a
die and step on the
stone that matches that

WOI"d.

Find It
Use post-it notes to

write parthuLar sounds
and words that your

child s Workmg on. Sag
the word/sound and ask

your child to find it
and brmg it to goul


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Little-Wandle-Phonics-Flashcards-Reception/dp/000856373X#:~:text=Book%20overview&text=A%20set%20of%2043%20phonics,support%20phonics%20learning%20at%20home

Top T'Lps

¢ Deve[op your child's love of readmg...

Be Seen

Keep books and magazines
allow your child to

nearby

‘catch’ you readmg.

Be S'Lllg
When reading (whether it's
a school book, a bedtime

story or something else)

make sure to do the voices,

talk about the funny

pictures, make a game to

take turns to read each

word, find words with a

specific sound or rhyming
words.

Say It
Read everything you
possibly can out loud for
your child to hear.
“baked beans”

“Dacre Braithwaite”

“does the shop door say it

Ls open or closed?”

Make it Specta[
Create a specLaL time /
space for read‘mg every dag

{f you can.




Top T'Lps

° Becommg a fLuen’c reader...

PFOSOdH

? To become a fluent reader,

your child will be able to
read and understand the
text whilst sounding Llike
natural speech.
This will include
expression, comprehension
and fast or automatic

decodmg.

Encourage your child to
ask and answer questLons
about what they hear, see

and read.

Re—read'mg
Dont be afraid to re-read
words, sentences or pages.
When children are
learning to read, this can
help them retain more of
the information and build
their confidence.



Usefu[ RQSOU.I"CQS

. ht’cps://www.LLJchLewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for = parents/

https://www.phonicsplay.couk/resources (log in details available)

https://www.LLJchLewandLeLe’c’cersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for — parerxts/

e The Little Wandle Website

* Lots of videos to help you with pronouncing the pure sounds. Remember...

try not to add uh” at the end of sounds.

¢ DOWI’ILOO.dO.bLe resources.


https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Thank you for commg
to the

Please do get in touch Lf you have any other ques’ctons.

EYFS and KSI

phontcs meeting

September 2025



