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Editorial

‘Thi= is not the largest edition of Lioses [
have edited but [ believe there are some
very interesting iems in it Firstly, an
encotiraging aumber of Sth Birthdays
have been celebrated in the st six
manths! Congratulatons lo ench and
every one of you, However, all our glasses
sheould be razed in 2 toast 1o Miss
Charlotte Lawrence whose 101t Birthday
photograph appears in the Letters Section
= what an achievement for us all to aspire tol

Secondly, there are three Christmas Puddings in the Lioness
and I leave you to spold them as you read through the journal

Apdrey Mitchell's memornies about winning her Olympic Silver
Medal i 1948 are fascinating. Sadly, the article serves as her
obbtwary but | am sure you will be interested in reading about
her experiences and in realising how very, very different the
world of sport is today.

Will you be in Sydney next February? Check out the invitation
from our Australian sisters to their 60th Birthday Partyl

Finally, | say "Cheerio” as this is my last Lioness as editor, |
refire at the end of September and will always regard my
editorial duties &s the most fascinating, enlightening,
entertaining and often humbling part of my time with the
Aszsociation, Thank you to Noreen who has typed up 5o much of
it, to Jon who has put all the pieces, of the fgsaw together into a
magazine, to Denise who has filed and recorded all the articles
and photographs and made sure the address labels are up-to-
date and, of course, 3 huge Thank You to all of you who have
taken the time and rouble to send in articles and photographs.
You know my saying, *1 can only put into it what you send inf™

Col (Fetd) Al Brown has voluntesrad (o be the mew editor and
she will introduce hersell in the next edition. | know she truly
understands the importance of the Lioness = show your support
by continuing to send in those artickes and photographs!

Thank you and best wishes to you all,
Jane Freehairn

Message from the Vice President

Mozt af vou will know by now that Tane
Freebaien, our Genera] Secretary and
Editor of this journal, will be leaving us
at the end of Sepiermber (o enjoy a well
earned retirement. There has
consequently been much activity within
Association HO during the past few
months concerning the frture manning
of the (eneral Sccretary’s post
exacerhated by the Civil Service's
decision not to continue (o fund it given
the current economic climate, The Trustees of the Association
have been examining ways 10 ensure thad firstly, the normal
buziness of the Association contimies as seamlesaly as possible
aml mecondly that the Association continoes to be properky
organised amd stroctured.

To that end, and due 1o the declining number of Benevolent
Fund cazes, Major Gall Shanahan, our Benevalent Fund Case
Secretary, has kindly offered to take on much of the day to day
Azszociation buginess al the HGQ, she will be ably supported by
renise Jaballah, our Chief Clerk, who many of you know well
and whio has worked for uuﬁnrﬂ:e jast 3 years. We have also
been very fortunate in that Colonel (Hetd) Alison Broen {some
of vou may remember ber as Ali Forster-Enight) has kindly
volunteered to edit Lioness and Licutenant Colonel Micky
Murdoch has offered to run the WHRAC Officers' Dining Club.
[ addition, my Deputy, Liewtegant Cobonel (Betd) Jo Young,
has reconsttoted the Executive Commuties of Council and will
b taking forward various projects over the coming months fo
ensiire we keep the Association vibrant and foreard feoking
whilst encouraging younges members 10 join v You will he
heasing more about the work of Council and the Executive
Committes in the next Lioness 2o that is all | intend o say for
the moment

But now [ want to refurn to Jane, She joined HG WHRAC
Aszociation in May 2001 as the Ben Fund Case Secretary and
moved across to the General Secretary’s post 3 vears later In
May 2004, Cwver the past 9 years she has held ali 3
appointments in the HQ — even Chief Clerk when the post has
been gapped or when the incumbent has been on extended sick
leave,

Running the Association is a significant challenge because of the
diversity tn age, service and background of our members, Jane
has been Administrator, Counselior, Confidante and Friend, all
rolled inte one, to all our Association weterans. Her phone is
constanty busy, her postbag and e-mailboo full — vet she always
finds time for every one of us. Our twice vearly Journal is
superh, thanks to her excellent editorship and 1 know that all of
you appreciate the hard work that has gone inte making the
Limness such a sucoess story. In addition, Jane has 2 Grand
Frunions, 6 AGM's, B (Hbcers' Lunches, B Officers’ Dinners and
12 Coarncil meetings under her belt = [ could go on,..

On & very personal note, | shall miss Jane's wise counsel and
spund advice as [ go about my duties as Vice President - [ have
thoroughly enjoyved working with her and despite the many
challenges along the way, we have had great fun toeo, | would
therefore ke to take this opportunity to thank Jane publicly for
il she has done for the Association and Benevolent Fund over
the past 3 vears, The Association has gone rom streagih to
strength thanks to her dedication and exceptional service, It
sounds trite to say tat we will mizs her, but we will!
Fortunately, we shall continue to 2ee her and enfoy her
company at Association functions in the future. We wish you
good health and masch Rappiness in your retirerment Jane, and
Thank You.

Sue Westiake



Articles of Interest

THE NOT FORGOTTEN ASSOCIATION VISIT
SV Versmn
Herimd Emary, m Winchester Branch

Thanks to the Mot Forgoblen Associabion my mother and
I got tckets o go o the Colonel's Beview of Trooping
the Colour on Saturday 5 June,

Because we do ool get about much these days we
decided to go for the weekend doing the whole touriat
bit. S0 on Friday we et off and arrived in London about
1400hrs, it being rather hot Mum took to her cool dark
room for a nap and 1 set off in the heat to the British
Library to see the Magnificent Maps exhibition. | had
never heen to the Library before: it's a very nice air
conditioned building, Well worth a visit if you are
interested in maps - very illuminating.

Saturday started bright hot and sunny. We got to Horse
(zuards nice and early - we love to people watch.
Managed to bag the two end seats nearest the podium
and got chatting to a bobby who had never seen a
Trooping and was also looking forward to it

| have been to & proper Trooping but never to a Colonel’s
Review. [ don’t know about the rest of you but watching a
full scale rehearsal with all its extra bits like checking
timings and worried looking people rushing around
checking positions is quite different from the real thing. [
would sall like to know what the Garrison Sergeant Major
was doing standing in front of the band holding his Gnger
in the air each time the three sets of Guards arrived at
Horse Guards, behind a part of the Mazsed Band.

Anyway, the first to arrive were the puardsmen bearing
the marker fags, the Officers then arrved and everyone
dizsappeared under the arch, At 10 o'clock on the dot the
markers appeared again and ook up posifion, the s
Guards on parade arrived: two Guards at a tme
marching behind a section of the band,

The King's Troop RHA arrived and took up position, then
the Sovereign's escort arrived behind the Mounted
Band. Af 1115 hours HEH Prince Philip arrived in Queen
Victoria's 1842 phaeton which is used by Her Majesty the
Cueen on the actual day. All was set for things to begin.

The Band played, trooped and performed that amazing
spin wheel = it makes you wonder how they manage to
remember it all. The Guards quick and slow marched
and we all stood up as the Colour went past. The King's
Troop trotted by, followed by the Cavalry. Then it was all
over and they all marched off down the Mall back to
Buckingham Falace,

The parade went off very well but [ felt for all the Guards
on parade in the heat, The day was saved by a rather nice
breeze that wafted across the parade ground on the odd
occasion. A great morning's entertainment,

We then had to negotiate our way through s “Peace”
protest in Whitehall, Nice! In the afternoon we finished
off the day with a visit to the theatre to see The 39 Steps,
only four people to play all the parts and we found it
hilarious. A great ending to a great day.

Editor: Oul af curiosity, I tried to find out more about the
spin wheel manoenvre. Any of vou who have seen #f will
rememiber that i seems to be so inlricate thal vou wonder
Row ey will ever sort themselves oul again. Thanks fo the
wonderfil Tnternel, I discovered the following deseriptions:
owe official one and one from someone in the middle! Be
warned - even reading i may make vou feel disy!

Lieutenant Colonel Rodney Bashford, late Director of
Music Grenadier Guards, described it thus:



“A ‘wheel’ is nol an easy manoeuvre with even a small
body of troops, and with a block of 400 men the normal
wheel is impossible. The massed band therefore pivols
of1 its own cenfre, so that certain ouber ranks and fles
march long distances in a huery while the centre and
inner ranks loRd) ¥ilh extrpme ssiox for eseMebrsivn
time. Yet others not only step sideways but hackwards as
well. This highly complex movement iz called a ‘spin-
wheel', the details of which can be found in no drill book
or manual of ceremonial. Its complexity defies
description, and if the truth were known, many of the
participants know not whither they go or, on arrival, how
they got there. The spin-wheel is almost an art form and
each performance of it, although similar in essentials, is
different in detail. Most of the performers are adjusting
their actions to suit the needs of the spin-wheel of the
moment, having adjusted their movements quite
otherwise on other occasions,”

Spin Wheel - the inside view: At this point during the
parade the Massed Bands need to turn %0 degrees to the
left. The bands are too big and there isn't enough space
to perform a normal wheel so we do the spin wheel
instead. As soon as we step off, the left half of the band
all turn around and then evervone starts moving round
iy the right trying (o keep 2 paces between the person in
fromt of you amd to vour right. Onee the ont of the right
half and the rear of the left hall of the bamd are round,
Listen for a double tap from the Bass Drum and the left
hand side of the band turn arcund again. Then you
simply pick up vour deessing and look in for the
“forward” from the Senior Drum Major,

MY MOTHER SERVED IN THE QMAAC
Mrz Sybil Berrecloth
6 Duff Street, Dundee, DD4 TAN

aybster@tesco net

My mother, Evelyn Victoria Elizabeth Maxwell, joined
the WAAL around 1916/1917 when she would have been

Forewoman's Badge and Evelvn Maxwell's ID) bracelel = in
hallmarked silver

about 19. As far as [ know, she served until, as the
OMMAAC, the Corps disbanded in 1921. | think she
gerved in Edinburgh. She had shorthand and typing
skills and was latterly a Forewoman Clerk. I thought that
readers of the Liokess might be interested in the

photographs,

Editor; [ certainly enjoved all the photographs and, as we
rarely have the opportunity to see such clear and well-
defined photographs of the QMAAC, [ hope you don't mind
that I have included them all.

Ewhm Mﬂ:waﬂﬂmﬂ!ﬂmm‘mﬁvm the left. Her
Forewoman's badge can be seen on her upper right arm.
She is also wearing a lighter collar to denote her “rank”

ﬁﬁi‘?ﬂ iz far vight holding a cat - she was always “animal



Again, Evelm i3 front vight. Note the Red Cross badge and
headdress of the person on the left - she probably was a
ward orderly

BLETCHLEY PARK COMMEMORATIVE BADGE

On behalf of Her Majesty’s Government, GCHO) is
delighted to recognise the vital service of those who
worked at Bletchley Park and its outstations during
World War II, by presenting surviving veterans with a
commemorative badge.

Those who served at Bletchley and are sadlv no longer
alive are currently listed in a register held and maintaimed
by the Bletchley Park Trust. Although they cannot issue
commemnorative badges in respect of those who have
died, GCHQ will support the Trust by preparing a
properly boumd copy of this register to be held at
Bletchley Park, and by maintaining an on-line copy of it.

Who is eligible?
Surviving veterans on 1 July 2004

& who were employed by the Government Code and
Cypher School (GC&CS) at Bletchley Park or its
outstations during WWII;

® who served in the Armed Forces at Bletchley Park or
its outstations during WWII;

#® who served in the Y™ Services of the Armed Forces
collecting material which was sent to Bletchley Park
during WWIL

& who served in SLUs or SCUs;

# who gerved in the BES5; or

& who worked for the GPO in the COLOSSUS team at
Diollis Hill,

How do 1 apply?
Dvwmnload a copy of the Bletchley Park
Commemorative Badge form and post it bo:

Bletchley Park Commemoration
Room B2g, GCHO, Hubble Road, Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire GL31 OEX

of

Download a copy of the Bletchley Park
Commemorative Badge form and email it to

or

You can also obtain an application form by writing
to the above address.

Fleaze use these addresses for any queries reganding
this award.

CHARLOTTE WEBB IS PRESENTED WITH HER
BLETCHLEY COMMEMORATIVE BADGE AND
CERTIFICATE
Charlatte E (Betty) Webb née Vine-Stevens
113 Meadow Road, Wythall, Worcestershire B47 6EQ
Tel: (1564 826958

There were only about 400 members of the ATS who
were privileged to serve at the Government Code and
Cypher School at Bletchley Park between 1939 and 1945,
During thal Gme we were attached to the Intelligence
Corps. Obviously, 64 years on, there are hut a few of us
alive! However, in the autumn of 2009, we were invited to
gend in our service details to GCHO in arder to qualify
for a Commemorative Badge and Certificate organised
by 10 Downing Street.

To my surprise — and delight — | was one of 35 Navy,
Army and Air Force men and women chosen to attend at
Bletchley Park to receive the Badge and Certificate from
the then Foreign Secretary, the Bt Hon David Miliband.
It is estimated that there are probably only 1,500 of the
original 10,000 Bletchley Park workers still alive. GCHQ
had laid on an excellent luncheon in the Mansion and
some of us were interviewed by members of the Foreign
Office and the BEC.



9 October 2009 Betty Webb receives her Bletchley Fark
Badge from the Rt Hon David Miliband

| served on after the War starting with 321 (Cheshire)
Bn TA and moved with them to Southport when 321
{Cheshire), 320 (Manchester) and 319(Liverpool)
battalions merged. From 1963 - 1966, | was a PS0O with
71 (Bristol) Coy and my final appointment was as a
Captain recruiting for the Women's Services in the West
Midlands based in Birmingham. In total, I served for 28

yoars.

ELIZABETH CROSS
Vee Moore, Tamwarth Branch

Email: d. mooreZ8@btinternet.com

My firsl husband, lan, died in Northern Ireland in 1972
whilst serving as a Spit with the Gordon Hiphlanders so 1
am eligible to receive the Elizabeth Cross and applied for
it in 2009. 1 received a letter confirming my eligibility and
informing me that [ was to be presented with the medal
sometime at the beginning of 2010 in Staffordshive, the
county in which I and my family have lived for the past
28 vears,

I was invited to attend a small, understated affair at the
Stafford County Building on Monday 8 February to be
presented with the medal by the Lord Lieutenant of
Staffordshire, Colonel Sir James Hawley TD JP MA,
Commander of 143 (West Midlands) Brigade, Brigadier
Mark Banham MBE also presented medals, together
with the Commanding Officer of the 4th Battalion, The
E‘l{gjﬁm Regiment, Lieutenant Colonel Martyn Forgrave

There were five recipients of the Elizabeth Cross and
Memorial Scroll to be presented at the same time: all the
other families were linked to the Staffordshire Regiment.
Among the guests and hosts were a number of
individuals who have formerty served with the
Staffordshire Regiment including Major Jim Massey,
Capt Austin Miller and Brigadier and Mrs Andrew
Willizams OBE.

When my family and [ arcived at the buildings we were
greeted by Watchman 1, a lovely black Staffordshire bufl
terrer, the mascot of the Staffordshire Begiment and his
handler who later told us that Watchman has to be
starved for 24 hours prior to a public engagement so that
he doesn't dizsgrace either himsell or the réegiment by

doing anything nasty on the carpet. Poor dog, he kept
looking longingly at the buffet table!

§

Ve with her Elizabetk Cross

After a short while the Lord Lieutenant arrived and the
presentations began. It was so tactfully done that [ hadn't
at first realised he was actually making the presentations
as he quietly walked around the room speaking to each
recipient in turn, without fuss or ceremony, which suited
me down to the ground. He said he was honoured to
present the medal and scrolls and thanked me for
allowing him to present them to me, He asked questions
about my hushand; which regiment he had served with,
where did he die, how long ago etc. He spotted my
Veteran's badge and asked aboul my service in the
WRAL. | then introduced him to my family. He was
particularly pleased to speak with my youngest son who
had come in uniform and chatted to him about his Gme
in Afphanistan and Cyprus. In fact he gol o carried away
with talking that he had to be encouraged by his deputy
to move on o the next recipient. Well, his deputy was a
brigadier and outranked him!

THE LEICESTER SEVEN
W/317140 Mrs Barbara Danter née Miller
30 Blake Road, West Bridgford, Notts NG2 3JL

We are gefting through the vear a little too fast, but we
did start our outings earlier than usual this year. We
began with a visit to the Lord Mayor's Parlour in
Leicester where we took tea with both the Mayor and his
wife. We were shown over the Courthouse and down in
the cells which certainly made us all feel glad that we
were good girls!

We have also attended a forties day here in Nottingham.
We enjoyed ourselves very much although the persistent
showers were a right pain — but it did give us a chance to
walk through the caves under Nottingham Castle which
were used as air raid shelters during the war, We all
found it very interesting. During those few weeks up in
the Castle, there was a display of the clothes etc, that
were used in the filming of the new Robin Hood Film
loaned to the City by the film makers so it was a very
busy bul informative day,



Al the entrance to the Roval Hospital

On Monday 12 April we shared a coach with members of
a Boval British Legion club to go on a visit to the Boyal
Haospital Chelsea. The In Peasloner who showed us
aroind the bulldings was a jolly little fellow and kept us
all in fits of laughter. Apparently he has his father there
as well. He looked at Lyn's badge and seeing WRAC, he
labeflad her Warm, Round And Cuddly - after that, we
never dared say, “Well what about ATS."

it

With Charles IT in the Royal Hospital grounds

B

We have many things throughout the year to look
forward to — [ just hope the weather 1s kind to us, Our
Secrelary and Social Secretary are due o attend a “do”,
(for want of a better word) shortly to celebrate 150 years
of a Cadet Force, Now [ don't know about you, (I am
falking to the 80 pluz now) but when we reached the age
of fourteen we had to sign up with one of them. 1 chose
the WJAC - Women's Junior Air Corps = and our uniform
was air force blue and grey. We learned aircraft
recognition, Morse code, marching (of course) and First
Aid. We had to cajole the coupons for our uniform out of
our long suffering relativez. [ loved every minute of
being a member and reached the dizzy heights of
Corporal. I was alzo fortunate to be in the Band and to
play the trumpet.

[

' ;
Nottingham WIAC Band 1940s

Mow my friend, Joan de Vall, joined the GTC - Girls
Training Corps. They wore navy and white, and, sorry
Joan, but I have no idea what they did. T only know at the
time that it was them and us! We did not seem to mix
much but we did have some special times anyway. [ feel
we should have been invited to the celebrations too, but
maybe they do not know that there are some golden
oldie cadets left? Are there any more out there? Pray tell
a3 we would love to know. A book has been written about
the Girl Cadets of WW2. | have one somewhere, 20 we
are in the history.

When we reached seventeen we were expected to go into
one of the services and | just couldn't wait for my turn.
As | had two brothers, a sister and sister-in-law in the Air
Foree, it would have been obvious for me to choose the
RAF but there were so many ATS billeted around me. |
got to know more about them that it seemed natural for
me b join them = a decision that [ have never had cause
to regret, | was in the Army Post Office and later re-
mustered to telephone switchboard operator, both of
which [ loved. My only regret is that [ did not stay in
longer, but there yvou go. | must say that my membership
i our Association has kind of made up for that and all
that I do with my friends, both for Lejcs/Motis, and our
Mormandy Velerans, and others, fll me with a great
pride,



AVAILABILITY OF DARK GREEN MATERIAL
W/aT2658 Gwyneth Stratten née Hayes
13 5t Martin's Way, Ancaster, Grantham MNG32 3EA
Tel: 01400 230656, E-mail: gwyneth straten@vyahoo.couk

I am the SocPPEF@umphiesso PEPdsV Hipnh
and you might be inte o to know that [ still have

some of the green material left which many of us vsed fo
have skirts and pokets made. | even made a pair of
trousers for myself out of the same material and am very

pleased with the result, T half ined the front of them to
give them more body .. if yvou see what | mean!

Chris Corker, Secrefary of Lincoln and District Branch
wiodels a il made from e material

We have about 24 metres left which sells at £4.50 a
metre. | would estimate that, depending on siee, a skirt
and tunic would need bebtaeen 34 metres and a pair of
trousers 1-1.0 metres. Postage would, of course, be

secording to weightl,

Il anyone 15 interested they can e-mail or dng me al the
above address,

SUE DONOVAN CELEBRATES A MILESTONE
BIRTHDAY
Col NR Robertson MBE

Back row: Sue Donovan, Fiona Edington, Lynne Davies
and Alice Matthews

Front row: Annabelle Mazsey, Liz Jowes, Bobbi Chillon and
Nan Roberizon

On a beattiful day in June, Sue Donovan celebrated her
glth birthday in style at the Tylney Hall Hotel in
Rotherwick where her family and friends enjoyed a
delicious luncheon in superb surroundings. Afterwards,
everyone adjourned to her lovely home and garden and
carried on the happy festivities over tea and splendid
birthday cake made by her sister, Claire, We were all
loath to leave the convivial gathering as a third of the
guests were WHRAC who found the opportunity to chat
too good a chance to miss!

THE PEANUT CLUB EXPLAINED
W /AA10608 Miss Margaret [rvine
96 Dumbuck Road, Dumbarton GE2 3NA

Thank you very much for including my query about the
Peanut Club in Liowess 172010, T am delighted to say that
I had fve letters in response, mainly from

ladies who joined up in 1942, One of
them sugpested that [ look it up on
the Internet and [ was pleased to find
out so much more, | had thought that
the Peanut Club had zomething to do
with the ATS and WRAC Benevolent
Fund but it appears nod,

Funding for the Peanut Ward was helped in 1931 when
Mrs Gordon Clemetzon, writing as “Aunt Agatha”,
started the Peanut Club through the children's section of
a local newspaper, Mrs, Clemetson promised a bag of
peanuts to anvone giving 12 new pennies to the Gueen
Victoria Hospital Fund. In its first year, 1,046 members
collected £335 and the money was donated to the Peanut
Ward which became the children's ward. If was officially
opened by Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother in 1955
and she returned in 1995 to mark the 40th Anniversary
of its opening. Princess Anne has taken over as Patron
and visited the ward in September 2005 to celebrate its
Ath Anniversary. The Queen YVictoria Hospital in East
Grinstead has long connections with the Guinea Pig Club
and many of the children admitted to the Peanut Wiard
require similar treafment especially plastic surgery for
severe burns,

DO YOU HAVE MEMORIES OF CORNWELL
MANOR/KINGHAM DEPOT?
Anna Macdonald
9 Coronwell Village, Chipping Morton, Oxon OXT 61T

'am hoping to hear from anyone with memories of
Cornwell Manor during the war vears, Having lived here
fior 30 years, [ am rying to gather together the history of
the Manor and village about which very little seems to
have been written. | understand that the cwmer of the
manor in the 1940s was an American lady, Mrs Gilson, and
I have heard that she was in London driving ambulances.

The plagque on the side of the lectern reads:

These lamps were presented by the staff and patients of the
Anxiligry Territorigl Bervice convalescent depot af
Cornrell Manor To the glory of God and in gratefial
remembrance and appreciation of services held in this
chureh 194 1-1946,



The lectern in 5t Peter’s Church, Cortwell

One lady did s1gn and make a comment in the Church's
Vigitor book but did not leave an address, Please, if
anyone can give me more information, 1 would be
grateful and delighted. Thank you.

DID YOU WORK WITH CANADIAN BUILT
RADAR?
Brian Mendes

Email: briwilmen®rogers.com

| am trying to complete some research covering the
deployment of the WWII Canadian built anti aircraft
RADAR GL Mk II1.(c) which had two cabins and mobile
generators, Several of these radars were deploved on AA

Command gun sites in the UK around 1943/4 and were
manned by FC operators, many of whom were ATS
personnel, If you were one of these FC operators or if
you know of a family member who was, | would like you
to contact me by e-mail Bowilmen@rogers.com or write

to Brigan Mendes, 1002-315 Margaret Avenue, Kitchener,
Ontario, CANADA, N2H 655,

Attached are photographs of the two cabins [ am
interested in, They were taken just a few vears ago at the
Eoval Canadian Artillery Museum in Shilo, Manitoba
and, a= far as we can determine, are the only two that
have survived the ravages of fime,

MRS MARY ROGAN IS NINETY YEARS YOUNG
Caol H Powell, Treasurer, York Branch

In the evening of & March, the extended family of Mrs
Mary Rogan of York celebrated her %0th birthday. Five
members of the York Branch joined with the family in
what was a maost joyful occasion, The family ranged in
age from Mary's eldest son to a very small active great,
great grandson aged teo. He clearly enjoyed himself as
did the §0 people who were there.

Mary with her fio sons and five dawghters, One greal
grandekild joined in for fun

We were honoured to be mvited and were joined at the
table with Mary to enjoy an excellent buffet meal
prepared by her son in law, a chef, and his wile, Mary's
youngest daughter,



In the WRAC Aszsociation group was Mrs Gwen Hall,
who, with our hostess, joined the Territorial Army in
York in 1938; Gwen gave a false age. They were called up
when war was declared and zerved together in Imphal
Barracks, York throughout the war, Subsequently they
both married, PEM M Goilip vessordrreaiMdrsions
throughout the years.

Mary was in fine form and spent a busy time greeting
voung and older members of her huge family. Following
the meal each of her seven children said a few words - a
great compliment to a much loved mother and a truly
memorahle evening.

IN PENSIONER MARJORIE COLE REPORTS IN!
W/A11TES (now 226[P) Marjorie Cole
Roval Hospital Chelsea, London SW3 45R

Another six months have flown by It's hard to believe
how much I've done in those six months and how many
wonderful people I've met.

Everyday brings a new experience. | can be atltending an
anniversary service in Westminster Abbey or up in the
MNorth of England taking part in Armed Forees Day toa
more unisual event like being driven down the Kings
Road and Dorothy and | handing out free bunches of
tulips for International Women's Day....or even helping
to atir the Christmas Pudding. Well, I was a chef!

-

My higgest honour was being invited to Guernsey to take
part in the 65th Liberation Day anniversary celebrations.
I've never visited Guernsey hefore so it was extra special
to me. What a wonderful time we had staying in a first

clazs hotel and doing various thinges each day Le
attending concerts, the yacht club, talking live on BBC
Guernsey and visiting the Occupation Museum. The
event [ ireasured most especially during our visit to
Guernsey was taking part in the Liberation Day Parade
in 5t Peter Port along the harbour front, then the church
service and after the reception lunch in a hotel, We all
were given front row seats along the sea front to watch
the cavalcade of over 200 war time vehicles drive past,
their drivers and families in war time uniforms or civilian
clothes of that ers. We attended two more events that day
s0 when we eventuzlly returned to our hotel we were all
tired but very happy and proud to have taken part. Each
day was full. When we came to leave on the 12th May |

felt close to tears, saying “Cheerio” to all the wonderful
Guernsey people we'd met and made iends with, with
their invitation io come back next vear.

Unfortunately T ended up in hospital for eight days after 1
got back, but T'm glad to say I'm back to participating in
whatever I can. Some of the events I've attended: Baising
the Flag for Armed Forces Day at the City Hall, Armed
Forces Day in Scunthorpe, reception given by the Dutch
Embassy for the Dutch Queen's Birthday, a tour of the
House of Lords, Chelsea Flower Show, a tour of 5t Paul's
Cathedral, a two hour cruize on the Police
Commissioner's launch on the Thames, attending the
ceremony in the Roval Hospital Chelsea in which
President Sarkozy of France came to celebrate General
Charles de Gaulle's speech in 1940, Swan Lake at the
Foyal Albert Hall, aleo many others, Something different
each day nearly - even meeting politicians!
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Before the election!

We three lady pensioners moved into new
accommodation in May; a (berth) bedroom, wet room
and also a study each, still designed on Sir Christopher
Wren's style but thanldfully modern, We look forward to
three more ladies joining us in the near future.

Founder's Day was on 10 June and I'm glad to say |
ingisted on taking part as a marcher. They thought
otherwise becanse | had been in hospital but [ was
determined and thoroughly enjoyed it. After the parade
was over | was presented to the Duke of Gloucester in

the chapel, It was splendid to see Major Jane Freebairn
along with some other ladies from the Association.

Editor: And I can report that Manorie marched extremely
| smartly — as of she was fust passing out from Guildford!



MY RECOLLECTIONS OF THE 1948
OLYMPIC GAMES
AUDREY MITCHELL NEE WILLIAMSON

Editor; Sadly, Audrey Mitchell who won an (Nympic Stlper
Medal in 1940 D@0 B ppes o iged MeThioman
be mo better way of remembering her special achievement by
letting her tell her oum fascinating story

As an Olympian | have many memories of the London
Olympic Games especially so this year, 1998, when
unbelievably it is 50 vears since [ competed at Wembley
and won a silver medal in the 200 metres, second o
Fanny Blankers-Koen, of Holland,

1948 Olympic Medal

The British Olympic Association plans to celebrate the
Slih Anniversary of the staging of the 1948 Olympic
Games on Wednezday Z9th July, 50 vears to the day since
the 1948 Opening Ceremony. The BOA will host a
relaxed buffet style luncheon and include 1948
memorabilia, a screening of the official 1948 Olympic
film and re-enactment of the protocol. [ will be attending
the celebrations, The staging of the Olympic Games in
London so soon after the War was in itself a cause for
celebration in the economic climate of the time,

Audrey Mitchell (right) with Fanny Blankers-Koen

The London Games were a magnificent testmonial fo the
Brtish peoples’ belief that sport was an integral parct of
sociely = both national and international = and that now
World War II was oul of the way, sporting life shoukd
resume as quickly as possible, Consgequently, despite all
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otir problems, the un-held XTI Ganees allocated Lo
London for 1944 became the XIV Games of 1945,

I had playved a lot of pames al school but we did not have
athletics or a sports day. | joined the ATS immediately
on leaving school on 2% September 1944 the day after
my 18th birthday. After an initial PT course [ was poated
to HE South Midland District in Oxford as a full-time
Corporal FTT. | first competed in an athletics meeting in
1945 to sef an example as a FT instructor and o
encourage other girls to enter the District mecling.

[ continued to compete successfully at Command and
Army Championships in the 100 vards and relay events,
[ was firsf spotted by the Women's Amateur Athletic
Association at the Women's Triangular Athletic Meeting
{Combined Services v. Combined Universities v.
Southern Counties WAAA) in Seplember 1947 as [ had
beaten an international athlete in the 100 metres. In
December 1947, as Supervising Officer FTIATS at HQ
Morth Midland District, [ was selected as an Olvmpic
FPossible for the 100m and 400m relay. Life then became
exciting. | was posted in April 1948 to HQ Western
Command, Chester, as Staff Officer P1/ATS and
promoted o Junior Commander.

Unlike today's professional athletes, | had to fit in my
training sometimes before breakfast running round
Chester Eacecourse which lay just below the ATS
Officers’ Mess! None of the modern tartan tracks; not
even cinder tracks in Western Command. [ did manage
o win the 100vds on grass in 114 seconds (my personal
best ever) at Oswestry in the Western Command
Athletic Championships.

Barely four weeks before final sefections were 1o be
made, | was sent for intensive training to the Army
School of PT (ASPT), Aldershot with afl its facilities
including a six-lane cinder track at the Military Stadiim
and lots of open green spaces where [ could train with
other Army athletes, Most important of all, Captain
Harry Harbin APTC was asked to coach me; he was an
expertenced athletics coach, an Instructor at the ASPT
arid a [ Day veteran (he parachuted into Normandy).
Mot only did he give a great deal of his time to my
training schedule but he introduced me to = and
designed = my own slarting blocks, quite an innovation
in those days — the alternative was a trowel! To him [
owe & deep debt of gratitude and also to the ASFT for
the excellent facilities, Looking back [ was very single-
minded, enthusiastic and focussed but [ was not too
keen on jogging more than once around the track - 440
vards! The Marathon would not have been for me!
Having said that [ was an all-round sportswoman and
played most games at Army/Command level so | was
very fit.

The final selection for the women's team was made after
the WAAA Championships at White City on 26 June 1948
when [ was chosen for the 200m and 400m relay. Harry
had recommended that T should try the 200m although 1
had never competed in a 200m event until a few weeks
before when | had shown promise over the longer
distance. | was (o report to Team HOQ) in London for the
Olympics on 27 July.



Audrey in her 1948 beret and jacket “several” years later

Oinee selected we had fittings for the uniform at Bourne
& Hollingsworth in Oxford Street i.e, a white dress, navy
jacket and white beret. We had to provide our own white
shoes (with medium heels), stockings, a white slip etc,
etr. out of our coupons entitlement - no extra coupons
were allowed. We were sent red and blue ribbon and an
extra Union Jack to stitch on a sleeveleas white cotton
vest which we had to sew ourselves and red and biue
ribbon to stitch on black shorts which we had to provide
to specific measurements i.e. not too short — a far cry
from today's byera alkin-one leotards, We also had to buy
our own spikes. A navy track suit was provided — not
waterproof!

There was no Olympic Village for female athletes; the
men were at BAF Uxbridge and other national teams
were accommicdated in Bichmond Park (where [ was in
1950-51 with 12 Bn). The women of the GB team wore
quartered with the Avstralians and New Zealanders at
the School of Domestic Science. 53/57 Eccleston Square
SWL We had to make our own transport arrangements to
Wembley (on the underground people tended to stare atl
my starting blocks) excepl on the day we were
competng when we were collected by car. We could alzo
request a special breakfast on thoee davs. We were
amazed (o see the Australians ucking into steaks which
they had brought with them by sea (36 week vovage). [
chose a boiled egg bul it did not stay down! [ shared a
room with Elspeth Whyte, a London University student,
who was in the Discus and Putting the Shot with Bevis
Feid {Shergold).

I remember the freebies on my bed = a Ramer Sponge
and Chvaltine {or were they Horlicks?) tablets, a far cry
from the Olympic hand-outs of today; the sponge was
used 1o good effect at the Opening Ceremony in heat-
wave conditions when Boy Scouts holding national
hanners were passing out!

[ was very diet conscious and was lucky to be on heavy
duty rations {which included extra milk) whilst attached
to the Army School of FT. Drugs? [ had never heard of
them! | remember collecting food parcels from the
Amateur Athletics Association office in Chancery Lane
sent from Australia and Canada to supplement our 1948
rations! Mine included evaporated milk, salmon, spaced
beel, pure cane cube sugar and chocolate milk
conceatrate, Nowadavs of course elite athletes have
dieticians, physiotherapists, coaches, fitness trainers,
managers, agents, the lot plus the opportunity (o train at
altitude and in the sunshine in Australia, South Africa and
America etc during the British winter.

The 1948 (Nympic Flame is lit

The Opening Ceremony was held at Wembley on
Thursday 28 July and all team officials and competitors
were invited to take part in the March Past which isa
solemn and integral part of the Games and we all had to
be dressed in the "official uniform”. Greece was by
tradition the first team to enter the Stadium, then 57
countries in alphabetical order and last, as the host
Mation, Great Brtain; 6000 competitors in all. We
received a tumultuows recepbion from the pacloed
Stadium. HM King George VI took the Salute and
declared the Games of the XTIV Olvmpiad open:

The Women's 200m Heats were on Thursday 3 August;

this evenl was included in the Olympics for the first tdme,
In the warming up arena outzide the Stadiam, 1
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remember seeing Chief Commander Lady Bowyer
Smythe, the Commandant at Windsor ATS OCTU when 1
was commissioned in January 1947 and many other
friends, waving and wishing me luck, Later waiting in the
tunnel to be called into the arena was a nerve-racking
experience; | vRDIF esmﬂtb’ﬂﬂem\mmn 1
heard that Fanny B en had won the first heat in
a time [ knew [ could do; little did | know she had
strolled through her heat,

r i

Fﬂﬂuy Blankers-Koen

Heat 7 4pm — my big moment; rain began to fall and we
had two false starts. The athlete concerned was
dizgualified by the starter; she had come from Chile! On
the third attempt, when vou could have heard a pin drop,
I zfaved put for what seemed ages but eventually had an
easy race, winning in the second lastest Gme of the seven
heats. A Team Official hurriedly took me down into the
bowels of the Stadium to lie down in a darkened room
hefore the Semi-finals at Spm!

Fanny won the first semi-final. In the second semi-final 1
ran a dead heat with Shirley Strickland timed at 24.9
seconds equalling the British record. The photo-finish
camera which was being used for the first time in the
Olympics could not separate us. Timings were only o
one tenth of a second, not to one hundredth as now, The
judges could not believe it and called for & second copy of
the photo-finish; this was the first dead heat recorded in
the Games.
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For the 200m finals the next day, the heavens opened and
conditions were atrocious; the track was under water and
lanes could not easily be seen. One newspaper reported
that the driest place in Wembley on 6 Augusl was inside
the Empire Pool. Even so the Stadium was at full capacity
with 80,000 spectators as there were on each day of the
Athletics, There were six of us in the final and [ was in
lane 4; we had a good start. Harry Harbin was an
Olympic Official, on the wind gauge in the centre of the
Stadium whilst | was competing; | was verv conscious of
his support and encouragement at the time. [ well
remember waiting to the last possible moment, as
instructed by Harry, before making my final burst for the
tape and | pulled up from fifth to a mud-begpattered
second, It was undoubtedly the timing of that final
supreme effort that gave me the sibver medal again
diecided by a photo finish, placing A Paterson USA 3rd,
Shirley Strickland Australia 4th, Margaret Walker GB 5th
and Daphne Robb South Africa Gth.

After her 200m victory, Fanny said "That was my hardest
race and [ am terribly happy™. | heard later that after the
semi-finals and all the media attention, she had just
wanted to go home to Holland and see her children. Her
husband and coach Jan Blankers managed to calm her
down and persuaded her to relax; after good night's sleep
she was back to her old zelf and ready for the Final, She
was undoubtedty the star of the Games with three
individual gold medals in the 100m, 200m and 80m
hurdles and a team gold for Holland in the 400m relay. At
this time she held five World records - 100 yvards, 100m,
80m hurdles, high lump and long lump! No wonder she
was known as the Flying Dutchwoman!

The President of the International (Wympic Committee
presenting medals (actually to the High fump medallists!)



It was a very moving expertence on the rostrum as [
watched the Union fag raized to second place. We stood
to attention for the Dutch naticnal anthem with no
hugging or signs of emotion! My only regret was that the
rain had played havoc with my hair, my track sult was
saturated and PD jos:¥F e & NVewsion
wisher was looking deci limp. The Pregident of the
International Olympic Committee, Mr ] Sigfrid Edstrom,
presented my medal in a box, not on a ribbon placed over
my head as nowadays and no bunch of flowers. | was
then hustled away to be interviewed first by Max
Robertson in the radio van and later high above the
stadium by Jack Grump on television; in those days there
were very few who had television to see my very
bedraggled state 5o | need not have worried!

The BRC film crew

My parents who had been a great support throughout
anil my brother Desmond watched from the stands near
the 200m start with A G K Brown, the 400m Gold
medallist in the 1936 Berlin Olympics and my brother's
housemaster and athletics coach at Cheltenham College,
Later Desmaond won the Public Schools Mile in 1951,
captained the Hare & Hounds at Sandhurst, was a
Milocarian and Captain of Army Athletics,

The Closing Ceremony was a formal occasion with the
flags of all nations carried into the arena accompanied by
the music of the Massed Bands of the Brigade of Guards.
The Greek, British and Finnish national anthems were
played as their flags were hoist above the main
seoreboard. The President of the TOG pronounced the
Closing of the Games of the XIV Olympiad and then
handed the special Olympic Flag of embroidered satin to
the Lord Mayor of London for safekeeping until the et
Games of the XV Olympiad were celebrated in Helsinka,
After a fanfare of rumpets and a salute of five guns, the
Choir sang the Olympic Hymn, the flags were lowered
and the Olympic Flame was extinguished. The Choir and
Massed Bands were conducted by Sir Malcolm Sargent.
The Competitors had marched into the arena and waived
i the crowd; it was a happy finale although there was
none of the pantomime and razzmataz: of modern
cloging ceremonies.

The full length technicolour film “XIV Olympiad - The
Glory of Sport”, the official film of the Games made
history in two ways: it was the first Olympic colour film
and alzn the first full length feature film fo be produced
in 5o short a time. In September 1948 | was invited o

appear al an early screening of this film i Cheltenham,
my home fow In 1992 [ was invited by the British Film
Institute to & private showing of the refurbizshed film. The
1948 colour film was ading and alzo the material of the
filim was highly inflamimable so it bad been restored. 1
met other Olympian guests including of course Fanny
Blankers-Koen, It was good to meet her again.

Looking back all that time ago, representing Great
Britain was a wonderful experience. Fifty vears later
remain in the record books under Best British Medal
Performances for my silver medal in the Women's 200m
event!

The Opening Ceremony had engendered an exhilarating
feeling of national pride with 59 countries represented,
such a short ime after the War. In the lamous words of
Baron de Coubertin, founder of the Modern Games:
“The important thing in the Olympic Games 15 not
winning but taking part, The essential thing is not
conquering but Gghting well.”

Is this true today?

ol Y= p e
Audrey and Brian on their Wedding Day in Singapore
I Feb 1958

WRAC SWEATSHIRTS
FOR SALE

Bottie Greean Sweatshirts, Polo shirts and
T-shirts embroidered with the WRAC
badge

Sizes 36 — 46
Other colours available

Also
Knitted WRAC Dolls

Price list and further information from:;
Miss B P Butcher, 15 Westwood Drive,
Swanpool, Lincoln. Tel: 01522 878413

13



Branch News

Editor: Hpptel $ia o thase Wepnihas who were kind enough to include farewell messages to
me in their reporis. I truly appreciated them but modesty dictated that I left them out! It has been a

true privilege to publish all the Branch reports over the last few years and [ have certainly enjoyed
reading all about your trips, outings and celebrations. Food has always featured greatly! However,

the main message which comes through is the joy of sharing these events with other ladies who also
understand the true meaning of service, camaraderie and fellowship. Keep up the good work!

ABERDEEN BRANCH

Isn't it grand that the soow has disappeared at last and
we have finally cast off one layer of double-knitting and
looking forward to some heat that we do nol have Lo pay
for? I am afraid that the bad weather did cladm one
victim. Jean Savage fell and broke her hip. Her recovery
iz not as quick as she would like but we all wish her well

Lucy Burns with fean Savage, on the right, smiling through
adversity!

The Branch stayed in town for our May lunch and we
were happy to welcorne our frend Jean Chnstie to the
event as it was the first time we had seen her since her
zister, May, also a member of the branch, had died on 28
March. It certainly came az a shock to learn that Jean
then died on 28 May, Although she had been unable (o
attend many meetings, | had kept in touch by phone and
represented the Branch at her funeral.

The Christic sisfers
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26 June 2010 was when Aberdeen celebrated Armed
Forces Day and, after the parade, Irene Thomson and
Sandra Lemmon represented our branch al tea with the
Lord Provost at the Town House.

Sandra Lemmon, Alee Salmond, Scotland’s First Minister
and [rene Thomson

BAND BRANCH

I am delighted to say that we had a very sucoessful
reunion at Skegness. The weather was kind, apart from
the wind which Russia sent to us, and the area was
noticeably clean and very flat which is useful for a few of
us now! We were aleo entertained by The Band in the
Park comprising the Alford and Skegness Bands. They
also rendered an arrangement of Lass of Richmond Hill
for our benefit - oh how we remembered the days when
we did the summer bandstands. They are presently
playing a coast to coast marathon from 5t Bees to Rohin
Hood Bay to raise funds for the National Children Fund.
Well done Shirley Prime and Tuppy. You will also see in
the Grimsbhy Branch report that Carole Tvler has also
been busy on the good causes front,



All smiles in Skegness May 2010

There were two more reunions. The first was in
Guildford and the second in the Union Jack Club in
London. We were hoping that Major Jean Collver would
be there so we could celebrate her 90th Birthday, Most
of us remember her as Director of Music, Major Jean
MacDowall who arranged the WEAC Quick March, Lass
of Richmond Hill/Early One Morning. Unfortunately, she
could oot be with us as her husband was unwell.
However, I am pleased (o say that Jovee Fisk, over from
Canada on a rare but welcome visit, deliverad a small gift
and bouguet of fowers on behalf of the Band Branch. 1
had a telephone call from Major Collyer to say how
delighted zhe was to be remembered an her special
birthday and to pass her thanks on to vou all.

We are pleased to announce that Betty Clark née
Chadwick received a Certificate of Honour for playing
with Tewlkesbury Town Band and numerous other bands
for 55 years as well as being in the WRAC Band for five
vears. Well Done, Chad!

I do hope that most of you have sorted out yvour standing
orders by now as we are well on the way to becoming
sobvent at last. [ have also managed to complete the
Lattery projects and | am reasonably sure that will help
our next reunion in London in May 2011, Can [ just ask
any of you who have difficulties and need a carer to let
me know? We would love you to come to reunions which
may well be possible with a carer.

[ am sorry to say that we have lost two more members
recently; Maureen Dyver nde Booth in March and Shirley
Odham in May. We send our condolences (o both their
families.

Now | need your help! Does anyone recognise this
photograph? I gisess it may have been taken in the early
1950% and it looks lke a performance of Snow White and
the Seven Dwarves. If anyone does have an idea please
let me know. Editer: The pholographers stomp on (e back
is very feinl but I think §f says East Grinstead 5o if may
fape been taken al Huron Camp?

We have been given two very nice pholograph albums so
now I can put all the photographs [ have in some form of
order; one for service and one for reunions. I voo do
have photographs, would you be willing to let me have
them to copy for the albame? 1 will return them as scon
as | can. Photographs are preat talking points when we
get together so the more the merrier!

If you do have an email address pleaze can you =end it to
me as it SEEMS eazier to keep in touch that way. My email

is mreann jonesd@gmail.com

BATH BRANCH

The Branch continues fo meet twice a month but with
diminishing numbers a2z we are mostly ex-A TS, in our
late eighties and even nineties, Nevertheless, we average
sixteen al the meelingz and we attend other 2ocial events
hetween meetings. We are joined by two ex-WAAF
regularly and we enjoy their company and input,

The highlight of the last six months was a visit to us by
the Mayor and Mavoress of Bath, The Mavor told us of
his experiences in the RAF whilst serving with Bomber
Command. Thiz was the last meeting that our member
Brenda Clarkson née Allen, who served in the A TS
from April 1939 until December 1941 was able to be with
us: she is moving to Devon to be near her family and we
wigh her much happiness in her new home,

Earlier in the year we had an informative talk by a Crime
Prevention Officer who gave us all "(rocdy Bags™ full of
items to help us against crimes, such as whistles, padgets
for handhags etc, We are indebted to Lt Col Val Trour,
Secretary of Salisbury Branch, who told us at our Area
Meeting that we could have these Crime Prevention
Officers to our meetings: so many thanks to her!

Members collect old Greetings Cards to donate to a
Group who re-furbish the cards for =ale in aid of the
(zoodwill Children Villages in India, Last vear through
the sale of these “re-made” cards, they raised £3000 =0
we heard how our very small donation had helped
orphans and very sick children to live a better life, By
having some education they are able to help their
neighbours in their villages, The speaker's mother-in-law
had, by coincidence, served in the A TS

The Association's AGM at the Victory Services Club in
London was an enjoyvable occasion, | was accompanied by
one of our WRAC members, Jean Carr née Galvin, who
served from April 1950 until October 1952, We bath
enjoyved the lunch 2o many thanks to HC) staff for all the

arrangements,

| enjoyed the ATS Dinner Club Lunch at the Victory
Servicea Club, although it was rather sad not to have



Margaret Rogers with us. Her death was a great shock to
me az she had always phoned and written on a regular
basiz and [ will mizs that contact with her very much,
The evenl was very well organized and we had an
infprmative speech by Major Jane Freebairn, General
Secretary, aboRIDE Boxik feer ¥ewsion
looking forward Lo the A inner Club break in
Bournemouth in October. Last vear it was fantastic, so if
you are not a member, | urge you to join.

We endeavour in our Branch to visit our members who
cannot atbend our meetings through distance. So far this
year, we have been to Chipping Sodbury to visit Eileen
Spearpoint née Timmes, She served from May 1940 until
July 1945, After she became a member of the Association
she helped to form the Isle of Wight branch and then the
one at Wincanton: sadly they are both now closed, Eileen
made us most welcome and loaded us up with ftems for
our raffles, We certaimly use our Bus passes!

Our next visit will be 1o see Mary Bazett née Marsden
who served from August 1941 until February 1946, She
met her hushand Bill after the war when she went to
work in what was then Rhodesia. Recently they both gave
us a talk on their life in that country, We are hoping [or a
lovely summer’s day to drive through Gloucestershire to
their home at Coaley, Dursley.

The Area Beunjon this vear was a most delightful journey
through the rolling Downs of Wiltshire and into
Hampshire to King's Court Masonic Haill in Chandler's
Ford; near Bomsey, [E was a super Lunch, plus excellent
raffle prizes, and it was good to see that all branches
from our Area were represented. A record! A big thank
vou o Southampion Branch as we know they had quite a
few problems to organise i

Sadly, we have just had to say “Farewell” to a long
standing member of our Branch. Peggy Seaman was a
regular attender and had fulfilled many roles during her
membership. She had just celebrated her 90th birthday
and died peacefully in her zleep. She is very much
missed at our meelings,

Best wishes from afl in Bath to our friends in other
Branches

BEXHILL BRANCH

For the second year running, we decided not to have a
January meeting for which most of our ageing
membership was quite grateful; the winter of 2006,/10
was an especially cold one throughout the country. So in
February, after a two month gap, we had plenty to tell
each other over tea and biscuits!

In March we had a vizit from Jackie Streeter, a
Community Support Officer. She brought with her a
zelection of headgear worn by officers according 1o the
duties they have 1o perform; these are being shown by
our WRAC audience in the attached photograph taken by
PC Bunny Warren who often drops in for a cup of tea and
to give us the odd word of advice,
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Jackie Sireeler at the back of the roowi. Slanding mext her,
under the policeman'’s helmel i Jenny Nye, Bexhill Branch
Secrelary

Jackie iz about to go off to college (o do a course on
becoming a Police Constable. She gave a good and
informative lecture and we feel sire that she will pass the
courze with honourz. We enjoy our relationship with the
local Police and are happy to exchange greetings with
them when we are out shopping,

In April we had Hot Cross buns and showed off our
Easter bonnets. Our May meeting coincided with the
(eneral Election and on that day our speaker was the
District Commissgicner for the Rother Fire and Rescue
Service, no less, who gave us a brisk and pleasant talk
before rushing off to he sure that voting was proceeding
smoothly. It was. According to news reports difficulties
began later in the evening due i under manning of
voling stations.

Our June speaker was Clifford Jones on the subject of
“Elements of Chemistry”, He has given us three
interesting talks on disparate subjects, is a practised
speaker and 15 now a friend.

To come, we have our strawberry cream tea and at least
twor more talks: one from a Sussex Air Ambulance
representative and one from PC Bunny Warren; then the
Christmas party in December and the Christmas lunch in
the zame month at the lecal golf club which our
Secretary has already booked.

We were very pleazed to welcome a new member,
Pamela Locke, in April but we have losl two one-lime
Chairmen, Vi Town and Jean Atkins, due to mobility
problems. However, both are staving in touch and are
very supportive of our branch, We send them our
greetings and love and promise to stay in touch by letter
ar telephone,

BIRMINGHAM BRANCH

[ have st been Iooking at Lioness 2720008 and 1 wraote,
“We are enjoving our meetings at our new venue, The
Mewt”, Mot any more we're not! We are now enjoying our
meetings at the Brotannia Hotel, New Street, Birmingham,
We were piven short notice that The Newt was closing



becatge of the commencement of work on the
transformation of New Sireet Station.

Lesley Wallace and [, Margaret Walkeden, trawled
around the city centre before our February meeting -on |
the actual dayPD¥it@p mppedss onrd Free Meatsioging

to find a home, No = we did not have to have a drink at [
each and every one of them! At the end of the meeting,
the rest of the Committes came with us to the Britanniz
who agreed we could meet there free of charge as long
as a certain number of members ate lunch there each
mionth. This has gone well and we were delighted to hold
our Birthday Lunch there in May in the company of Lt
Col Sue Westlake, Maggie Purkis, Area Chairman and
Irene Hall, Area Secretary,

5o far this year, we have not been on any oubtings but
have close contact now with Leicester and Tamworth
Branches and it was good to see them, and ladies from
Walverhampton, at our Birthday lunch. We have just
enjoved a Quiz and Lunch with Letcester = especially as
our table won and we each received a bottle of wine, We
look forward to “skittling”™ with Tamreorth in August,

Omn 26 June, Armed Forces Day, we shall be manning a
sland again. T will be our fourth vear and we hiope it
stays dry this time, We are planning to visit Bletchley
Park when we can arrange transport, Elsewhere in this
edition is a report from Betty Webh, a member of this
branch, about her time there and the day she was |
presented with her Bletchley Park Commemorative
Badge.

This year, three members of the branch celebrate their
S0th Birthday and will receive the special cands we have
had printed. Another vizgit will be made to Swanshurst
School on 5 July when the pupils will be holding their
Veterans Day. They seem to really enjoy the opportunity
to talk to ex-service men and ladies.

Maureen Deeley and Kath Adams have again raised
congiderable amounts of money for Troop Aid - this
money goes directly to Selly (Oak Hospital. Sadly, there is
o et up in the nesd for these funds and we are very
proud of Maureen and Kath and their treless work for
the charity.

We atill meet on the first Wednesday of each month,
excepl January, and, if vou are in the area, you wookd be
most welcome to join us. Lunch is at midday and the
official meeting starts at 12,30pm. The Britannia Hotel is
next to Primark in New Street and we are usually in the
Lichfield Suite. Doesn't it sound grand?

Get well soon, all of you an the sick lisl

BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH

The year 2008 ended on a high note for us with an
excellent Christmas Lunch laid on at the Premier Inn,
our regular meeting place. Major Mack Maskens-
Melntyre, our Area Chairman, joined us and we were
also pleased o welcome some of our less mokbile
members to the event.

In 2010, amongst our other meetings, Major Mack
returned to enlighten us about Alpacas and their amazing
woal, In June, ten of our members were able to enjoy the
South and South West Area KEeunion hosted by
Southampton Branch at the King's Court Masonic Hall in
Chandler's Ford. We look forward to seeing the photo of
049 area members taken from an upstairs window, Sorry
no photos yvet rom our branch but we are working on it
for a future report. Editor: I think we would all have Dked
I see it!

We are now anticipaling our next month's outing on a
Mew Forest Tour with a cream tea. Unfortunately,
increazing vears and decreazing maobility are affecting
the numbers who can get to meetings regularly but it
appears that events involving meals feature highly in
popularity. All members look forward to receiving their
copies of Lioness and we wish to thank the Editor for
such an interesting magazine,

BRISTOL BRANCH

Cur branch has been busy, AL Christmas our Hampers
were a real ireat and those members who were hucky
enough to win one (or twa) were more than happy, We
will probably have them again this year since it is a great
way of raising money for the branch.

Our February lunch was once again very well attended
and we had as our special guests Lt Col Sue Westlake,
Maj Mack Maskens-Mcintyre and the Bt Hon the Lord
Mayar and Lady Mayvoresa of Bristol,

Top table ai the February Birthday Lunch

For our table decoration we were looking for something
to signify ten years and as it is a Tin anniversary, we
decided our flowers which were in our Corps colours
wotilld be arranged in colanders. | must say that they did
look good and ataff at the Marriott Hotel chose ladies
from each table to receive one afterwards,

In February, one of our members Kath Waring died, She
was 8 yrs old, and although she had been unable to
attend meetings recently, we had kept in touch with her.
We attended her funeral and said the Corps Collect
which her family greatly appreciated.
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Mot gure what happened to March, apart [rom abtending
a meefing about Armed Forces Day and having a bring
and buy zale: the time just fies by, Ahal Betl vou thought
[ had forgotten about our Association AGM which
several of us attended. 1t was a superb meeting, lunch
was excellent P FeC Free Neertsioh
around afterwards and chal. I must mention to all
members at HQ) and on Council who work tirelessly on
our behalf - your efforts are much appreciated.

We attended the South and South West Area Reunion
hosted by Southampton at King's Court Masonic Hall in
Chandler’s Ford. There were 17 of us and we went by
train. The photograph below is being sent to British Rail.
What a brilliant day out we had, our inch was First
Class, thank you to Southampton for arranging it. It was
certainly worth going. We must thank Maj Mack also for
taking some of our ladies o the station.

Bristol ladies proving that “Life begins (ffPeak”

Here we are again in June, attended the Veterans Week
at Weymaouth, less and less of us in the march, but we
will be there next year, to do it all again. We are now
making our plans for Armed Forces Day, we are
attending two events; the Flag Raising on the Monday,
and then we have a parade and stand on the 36th. Our
branch is going to have another day out in August and
then we shall be making preparations for our AGM in
October and our November and December events.

BURY BRANCH

We are stll meeting at the White Lion Hotel, Bury on the
second Tuesday of the month at 1L.30pan. Joan, the
landlady, always makes us welcome and caters for us
beautifully whether it is a buffet or our Christinas
celebrations.

We were in danger of having to close the branch but
were delighted when Fat Oldbam and Yvonne Dunbar
offered to take over as Secretary and Treagurer. They
are ex-WRAC and it is great to see that volunteers are
gtill coming forward! We wish them all the best and hope
that the branch will start to thrive again. We all owe a
huge *Thank You™ to Mary Gregory who has been
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Secretary for many, many years and to Lily Cropper who
was the Treasurer, We are really grateful for all they have
done over the years. Also, we must thank the members
who have supporied the branch throughout the years
sometimes in spite of personal difficulties.

In the summer, our ladies will meet up with our friends
from the Eochdale Branch for afternoon tea at the
Midland Hotel in Manchester and we are looking
forward already to our Chrizstmas Party, We are hoping
for a good furn out.

Unfortunately, I (Joyee Lunn) had a stroke recently and
cannot use the typewriter 20 this was written by my dear
husband. Hope you can decipher it! Editor; No problem at
all, Mr Lunn, Good job, well done!

CAMBRIDGE BRANCH

The yvear started off wath our AGM and the same
committes wes re-elected. Secretary: Avril Williams and
Treasurer: Jean Farrington. We have met monthly
through the vear with an average of seven attending.
Here iz whal we have been up tol

On 30 August 2009, we had an al fresco lunch in Jean
Farrington's garden which turned out to be a surprise
&th Birthday Party for the Secretary! We were delighted
to welcome Patricia Stevenzon our Area Chairman and
Lynn Hatch and Linda Graver from Morfolk Branch.

Jean, Avril and Wendy Hooton attended the WRAC
Dinner Club in Solihull in October and some of us were
kindly invited to the Not Forgotten Association
Christmas Lunch at the Marriott Hotel in Peterborough
on 11 December,

.
a e R
" w el |
Wendy Hooton, Aveil Williams, foan Ellis and Jean
Farringion enjoying Christmas Lunch

=

In Jamuary, we lunched with Morfolk Branch in Morwich
= thanks 1o Joan Awbery and Lynn Hatch for the
invitation. In March, four of us went to the Association
AGM at the Victory Services Club in London and
thought that the new format worked very well.

Finally, the branch AGM was held on Monday 12 April
and we celebrated our 30th Anniversary with a party.



CANTERBURY BRANCH

The final meeting of 2009 was our Christmas lunch, held
at the Dominican Priory in the centre of Canterbury. We
welcomed 30 members and guests and were pleased that

our friends ﬁd?ﬂl%ﬁwmmﬂﬂeﬁﬂﬂe t¥jpnsisn

The first meeting of 2010 was in February and thirteen
members managed to brave the cold weather. At our
March meeting the Revd Sue Wing gave us a very
enjoyable talk on her life in the WRAC and after she
retired and took holy orders. I was able to attend the
AGM at the Victory Services Club in London in March
and was delighted to be sitting next to Madge Cole,
Chelsea Pensioner. We soon worked out that we had
both been at Kingston Gate Camp in the 1960s and were
soon reminiscing and have continued to correspond.
This was possible because of the new format which gave
everyone the opportunity to chat.

In April we held our fish and chip lunch together with
members of Medway Branch. In May our speaker, Brian
Whitehead, was from the Hearing Dogs for Deaf People.
Together with Maggie and her hearing dog, Clay, who
wowed us all with his good behaviour and soulful
expression, we learned how the dogs are trained to
become such an asset to their deaf owner.

In June we had a social meeting and discussed plans for
our July tea party when both Medway and Worthing
Branches will be joining us for a get together with plenty
of tea, cakes oh and strawberries and cream no doubt!
Sadly, two of our members have passed away this year:
Joan Ratcliff in December and Norah Wadsworth in
March. Both were ex-ATS and were staunch supporters
of the Branch, rarely missing a meeting. We will miss
them both.

Finally, slowly but surely the number of members
attending our meetings is dropping, our friends from
Medway Branch join us whenever possible and we are
always pleased to see them but it would be nice to
welcome our ex-WRAC members too.

CHELMSFORD BRANCH

Our Branch continues to meet regularly on the third
Tuesday of the month at the RAFA Club in Chelmsford.
Attendance is slightly up and we do seem to enjoy our
time together — probably due to the excellent cup of tea
provided by Rosemary (the sister of one of our
members).

January:- meeting was cancelled due to the bad weather
at that time but in

February:- we listened to a very interesting talk by one
of our members — Margaret Kliskey who, being a much
travelled person, can keep us entertained. This time she
spoke on “Holiday Memories.”

March:- this month we had an old friend back to
describe further the “History of Music Halls.” Hearing
Nellie Wallace and other of her ilk on very old
recordings was fun. We found no difficulty in joining in
and singing along as we all knew the words! Some of us

attended the AGM at the Victory Services Club and
would like to place on record our grateful thanks for
such a lovely lunch.

April:- a speaker of a different kind this month. Our
knowledge of the local coastline in and around the
Rochford area was enhanced as we learnt that seals can
be seen at Canvey Island and further up the Thames.

May:- we have been particularly fortunate this year with
the speakers we have invited to come and speak to us
and it was with a little reservation that we welcomed a
speaker who gave an illustrated talk on “Heraldry”. If we
had thought we were in for a boring time, we were much
mistaken as this was without doubt a fascinating lecture
and we hope to hear more at a later date.

June:- Time for tea and a chat this month with a few
words from Eileen Mickelborough on “Enjoying Poetry”.

July:- as this report had to be sent in in June, our 20th
Anniversary Lunch celebrations will have to be included
in next year’s copy but sufficient to say that this is also
taking the form of an Area Reunion to which Cambridge,
Ipswich and Norwich branches have been invited. We are
looking forward to this event — the highlight of our year.
We send best wishes to all our members who cannot ever
come along to meetings because of various reasons and
we particularly remember our Vice-Chairman Joyce
Wright who is away from Chelmsford because of illness
- thinking of you Joyce.

Please contact the Hon. Secretary if you receive the
Lioness, live in this area but do not belong to your local
branch. We should like to hear from you. Tel: 01245
251088.

CHESTER BRANCH

There have been many changes in the Chester Branch
over the past year. Qur Secretary Mrs V Hamblet has
decided that due to ill health it was time to hand the
reigns over to Pat Sanders who is one of our ex-WRAC
members. Mrs Hamblet has been the Secretary for many
years and will be missed by the ladies of Chester Branch.

Sadly Chris Cowley, a lovely lady that many people will
remember for her wonderful sense of humour and of
course for her rendering of “Balling the Jack”, passed
away just before Christmas. She will be greatly missed
by everyone at the branch, especially at our get
togethers.

Last year we attended the North West Reunion at the
Adelphi in September and had a lovely if somewhat noisy
day. We are looking forward to attending the Reunion at
the Adelphi on the 7th August this year — minus the
music we have been told! Nearly 90 members attended;
let’s hope we can beat that this year. If anyone would like
tickets please contact Pat Sanders Mobile: 07733 270567
or email: psand444@btinternet.com

The branch has now been meeting at the Chester

Military Museum for a year. We have been made very
welcome by Major Eddie Pickering and his staff and
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wiould like to especially thank Allan and his wife who
make us a delicious lunch, We still hold our meetings on
the second Monday of the month and evervone i
welcome b pop in.

In May we hal? DiF sGiomh plrésser ity Vielrsion
MeLellan's house with members from the Chester and

Wirral branches both attending. We all had a very
pleazant day and for once the sun was zhining and we
managed to take a photo.

June saw the members of the Chester and Wirral
Branches off to Liverpool for at tnp on the Yellow Duck.
[t was an experience just getting on the Duck for some of
the ladies, but they managed it with a push from behind.
Afterwards we had a lovely meal then a slow walk around
the Albert Dock before setting off back o Chester,

Avgrust we will be having our annual irip on the Chester
Canal with lunch and will enjoy meeting up with our
friends from the Eighth Armoy,

These are just a few of our outings over the past year and
we have a lot more to look forward to especially a tractor
ride in August with one of our sister branches, We hope
everyone has a wonderful Christmas and a Happy New
Year and don't forget, you are all welcome to attend any
of our meetings if vou are in Chester, TTFN

FIFE AND TAYSIDE BRANCH

We continue to meet for 2 monthly lunch at the Memorial
Club in Perth, although numbers have dropped
somewhat. The death of Martha McGregor in February
was 2 blow, as she was a regular and very popular
attender. We have, however, another new membser,
meaning our membership remains fairly steady,

Six ladies accepted the offer of the Mot Forgotien
Association to a hotel lunch and day out in Edinburgh.
Perhaps a little arm-twisting will produce a report and
photograph for the next Lioness] Editor: Tdo hope s,

GLASGOW BRANCH
We continue oy meet every second Monday of each
month. Cur members are falling away due to illness - an

age related time. We did not have our Christmas lunch in
our ugual hotel, Lt Col (Retd) Lawson, our President,
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arrangéd an afternoon tea party in our meeting place
which was enjoved by all.

D to the terrible winter weather we did not mest in
January or February but in March we had our general
knowledge quiz which resulted in three winners. In April
we had a film and talk from a young lady from the Red
Cross and then our 2peaker from the Police Museum in
May had to cancel because of illnezs, In June we finished
olir session with a strawberry tea which was enjoyed by
all. We are now taking a two month holiday break.

Dur best wishes to all our members who cannot meet up
with us on a regular hasis and to other branches.

GRIMSBY BRANCH

The New Year started with deep snow and the January
meeting had to be cancelled which meant the proposed
party went shead at the February mecting when we were
joined by three members from Lincoln Branch. A jolly
afternoon was had by all and the usval donations in ea
of Christmas cards were topped up to £50 for ABF The
Soldiers” Charity.

Carole Tyler, our Chairman had been reqguested to kot
and given a pattern for helmet comiforters for roops in
Afghamstan: by the March meeting 100 hais had been
handed inl In April we were photographed and
interviewed for the local paper knitting hats and
appeating for more knitters and ladies to join the branch.
The appeal snowballed and we now have at least 25
knitters and three ex-service ladiez who want to join.

Knitters
unite in support of British trogp:
- & By h 3

Carole and some of her knitting team

Thanks to Ann Jones, Secretary of the Band Branch of which
Carobe is also o member, for this newspaper chipping!

Om 51 Georpe's Day members met for a fish and chip
lunch armed with flags and banners in celebration of the

Day,

Sadly our Branch President, Lois Drury died. The
funeral was attended by some of our members and the
Branch Standard was paraded. AL the Aprl meeting,
Audrey Porter was welcomed as the next Branch
President.

In June we planned; an outing to Springfields Shopping



Mall at Spalding for 20th July; another fish and chip
lunch at the end of June and arrangements lor the
Standard and members to attend the Flag Raising Day at
the Town Hall on 21 Jume and the Armed Services Diay
Parade on 26 June, Let's hope it will be a fine day for the

parade and thP € eimparessoindéiree Version

Notive of the Northern Area Lunch at Lincoln gave
members another excuse to think about their tummies
and to look forward to meeting old friends again.

HARROMGATE BRANCH

The lazt six months have sped by = due mavbe to the
Icelandic winter] Thank goodness the sun has come out,
Oetober found us back in our old meeting room at the
Wesley Chapel. A very nice note was received rom
Canon Tony Shepherd of 52 Peters Church wishing us
well in the future.

In Movember, our speaker was the Head Gardener from
Harewood House, Editor: Many readers will know that
Harewood House was the fanly house of Princess Mary,
Princess Roval who enfoved such close associatiogs wilth the
ATS and WRAC. Her Memorial Rose Garden can still be
seen al Workthy Douws. He is a friend of one of our
members and his talk, called “The Beauty of the
Seasons”™ was well illustrated with wonderful shides
including some lovely close ups of the more exotic
flowers,

Our usual contingent attended the Remembrance Service
at the Harrogate Memorial, This time, our Chairman was
AWOL marching her socks off at the Cenotaph in
London. Christmas Lunch was at our usual watering hole
and, although the weather was poor, our fighting forces
managed o get there using varions modes of ranspotl.
The meal was top class,

During our January 2010 meeting, we gave a sound
rendition of Happy Birthday to the first of our ladies who
will be 90 in 2010. A casual afternoon made more
enjovable with tea, extra bizcuits and birthday cake,

Our Fish and Chip Lunch had to be delaved because of
the cold weather which blew us away brving Lo turn
round the corners in town but when we visited the
Mavor's Parlour, we had a really warm welcome. We
were welcomed by Madam Mayor, Councillor Pat Jones,
and enjoyed more tea and biscuits and a friendly chat.

In May, our meeting was called “Who's Baby was that?”
This caused many a laugh with memories galore, Also we
had an easy Quiz = s0 easy that even the Secretary knew
some of the answers!

Busy making arrangements for our day oul in Lincoln =
more food!

HASTINGS BRANCH
The first half of 2010 found the branch busy as usual with

a new programme. Chir new Secretary, the Fewd Barbara
Hobbs, is settling in and our previous Secretary,

although “retired”, is stll an active member, So far, we
have had one lecture in March given by Age Concern.
The title was “Home from Hospital™ = very useful!

In April we celebrated our 30th Birthday =0 we hebd a
lunch to which we invited our friends. We were delighted
that Mrs Kate McGregor, our Area Chairman, was able
to attend accompanied by her husband, Hamish.

A birthday cake, provided by Wyn Wakelin, was enjoyed
at the following meeting. It was decorated in Corps
colours and showed the Corps Badge, During May and
June, both Monica Ellis and Wyn Wakelin celebrated
their 90th Birthdays =0 many congratulations to them!

The Strawherry Tea this year was held at a café situated
within gur Country Park at Fairlight. It has wonderful
views overlooking the English Channel. Apain, we invited
our friends and it was a good opportunity o reminisce.
For the rest of the vear, we will b having further talks
and routine meetings, a coach cuting in October and will
end the year with a Christmas Party.

When possible, we will also continue to support other ex-
Service orgamsations and sill lay a wreath and plant
Poppy Crosses al the local War Memorial in November,

Our Welfare membier keeps in touch with those whao
cannol join us for mestings. We send our Good Wishes (o
all members of the Association.

HEREFORD BRANCH

Hereford continues to thrive and this vear we have been
bugy as usual. Our Standard Bearer, Sharon loyce, has
been extremely popular and, since we managed to
purchase a light weight pole which has eased the weight
overall, there iz no stopping her. Sharon was invited to
take the Standard to the Standard Dedication Service
held by Tamworth Branch. It was a great day and
everyone was pleased that we had been invited. There
was also a special request that came to us for the
Srandard to be taken to the funeral of 2 member — not of
our Branch - we were more than happy to attend and the
effort was very much appreciated by the family. They
thought it was a fitting touch in celebration of a full life.
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Sharon has also been invited to take the Standard to the
Violette Szabo museum on 26th June as part of the
anniversary celebrations. By the way, should any other
Branch be in need of a Standard pole (wooden) please
get in contact with us and we can sort something out!

PDF Compressor Free Version
Our Christmas dinner is normally held in January. Well
we like to be different but this is nice after the standard
Christmas festivities. We had good food, log fire and
friends, what more can you ask for.

Hereford would like to apologise for being late at the
AGM, through fair wind and foul weather not to mention
the traffic jams, they persevered onward and made it in
time for the lunch.

Which comes nicely to the yearly gathering celebrating
the Veterans Day and we are meeting again this year and
there will be over 25 of us attending. We normally get
‘asked’ to leave the Axe and Cleaver in Hereford as it is
such a lovely atmosphere; we do not want to leave.

Last year we celebrated our annual picnic in Queen’s
Wood, just north of Hereford and this will be taking place
again this August. Last year we raised enough to donate
£100 toward the upkeep of the Lioness and this was done
with a glad heart. Editor: It is so much appreciated when
branches are good enough to support the journal.

An invitation to the Hereford Bishop’s Palace did not
make it quite clear what the objective was but Joyce was
game to ‘have a go’ and stepped in for me. It turned out
to be a personal thank you lunch for voluntary groups,
given by the wife of the Bishop of Hereford for all their
hard work over the years. It was an informal get together
and Joyce thoroughly enjoyed it. She now insists that
there be no publicity now she frequents places like the
Bishop’s Palace — oh yes and the Queen’s Palace.

As part of our calendar of events, our contingency of
ladies in Ross on Wye hold a coffee morning and raise
money for the branch. This is also open to others of
Bernard Hackett Court and enjoyed by everyone. With
monies raised we are taking a coach of people to visit the
National Memorial Arboretum in September. It will be a
beautiful time of year with the colour of the leaves
changing but still some warmth in the air. As it is
maturing, like all of us, we see this as a great day out.
The younger members are happy to ensure that those of
us who may not be able to walk around are conveyed in
their personal transport. We are really looking forward to
the visit.

Help for Heroes is always in our hearts and to this end,
Win Birt decided that she would not have any birthday
present but donations towards this great cause. She is a
modest lady but I am sure she will not mind me telling
you.

Jo Foster completed a cycle ride around the Malvern
Hills and Herefordshire to raise money Help for Heroes.
If ever there was an advertisement for Lanocaine, this
was it. Jo, who says she is not the best cyclist in the
world, took this on with gusto. She enlisted the aid of a
friend who turned out to be a great cyclist with a very,
very fast bike and Jo with her world weary version tried
to keep up. Turn your eyes away now if you have a
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sensitive stomach but this was all aided by a jelly saddle
(I do not know either) Lycra shorts and copious amounts
of Vaseline. You could not invent this, could you?

Jo’s aim was to raise £400 and would be very happy to
get £500. She actually raised over £600 and we are very
proud of her. But it does not end there, she has
volunteered to complete another adventure next year
and, as this is in print, she cannot back out. We will keep
you posted and any support would be greatly welcome.

PS: my apologies for no photographs. Jo’s were very tiny,
trailing behind in the distance and Joyce is still saying no
publicity — sorry.

HULL BRANCH

Hello to all the friends we have made over the years of
service and fellowship within the Association. A big
Thank You is given to all the people involved with the
office work and assembling of the Magazine which we all
do so look forward to receiving and reading, scanning
the photos for faces we knew.

Our Branch still meets on the first Friday of each month
except January, at The Royal British Legion Hull HQ, 44
Beverley Road, Hull HU3 1YE. Start time is 1300hrs to
1400hrs, but we assemble any time from 12 noon so that
we can do our catching up of personal news etc before

- the meeting starts, with a cuppa of course! We still try to

vary our meeting content as much as possible, sales of
books, videos, discs, new to you, etc., Harvest Festival,
Quiz, etc., to help boost the branch funds. We look
forward to our Christmas Lunch and our Summer Outing
though we do not travel so far these days. Of course we
will be at our forthcoming North East Area Reunion at
Lincoln. We welcomed Lynne Marsh to our branch due
to her reading of us in the Lioness, and her relocation to
the area. We have quite a few members who are having
or recovering from hospital treatment. We wish them and
all our members a speedy recovery as we miss them all.
God Bless and see you soon.

LEEDS BRANCH

Probably like many other branches, we had to cancel our
February meeting because of the bad weather. Our few
hardy attenders made it to the Bring and Buy Sale we

had in March and we were pleased to send the proceeds
to the Lioness fund. Editor: And we were delighted to
recetve it.

The Secretary attended the North East Area Secretaries’
meeting and the Association AGM in London. The new
format was a great success. In April, we discussed the
travel arrangements needed to get us to Lincoln for the
North East Area Reunion and in May, nine of us enjoyed
our Spring Lunch but we missed those who were unable
to attend through illness.

In June, Pat Harpin told us about the presentation of her
Pingat Jasa Malaysia (Malaysian Service Medal) and
showed it to us all.



The Secretary of Leeds Branch, Betty France, has been
admitted as a member of Huddersfield and [District Army
Veterans' Association - one of three ladies being the Grsi
Lo join their ranks after 113 vears of male domination!
Betty is looking forward to celebrating her 90th Birthday

in July with asRRily Gremipmester:ExpesNidesion

Five members will join Leeds Branch of the BA
Aszociation for Artillery Day af the Mational Memorial
Arboretum and, in August, we all hope to meet in
Wetherby for lunch.

LEICS AND NOTTS BRANCH

It only seems a few weeks ago when we were having our
Christmas Lunch on 8 December last year, We had 39
members including guests who all enjoyed a meal
provided by Devonshire Place: they did us prowd,

Currently the branch is raising money for 3 new
Standard as our old one is looking a little worse for wear,
The current one has served us proudly for almost 20
years, both in the UK and abroad and to date, generous
donations for the new Standard have been made by
members: so many thanks to evervone who has donated.

January Tth around 20 people attended the De Monbfort
Hall for an excellent production of Scrooge with Tommy
Steele in the lead role - what a great performance. Our
January 12th Meeting waz a "nibble and natter”™ to catch
up with forthcoming events and any other news.
February 3th was to have been a talk by a recently
refired Army 3506T, but unfortunately he was unable to
get time off from hiz new civilian job. Hopefully we may
be ahle to rearrange this for another time, Also this
manth one of our members, Joan Thornton, celebrated
her 40th birthday. She brought along a special cake for
us all to share and we presented her with a bouguet of

Daris White, Branch Chairman, presents Joan Thornion
with her Hth Birthday gifts

flowers and a box of Thorntons chocolates (no she is not
a sharehalder),

On March 1st, thirteen members visited Leicester Town
Hall for a private tour accompanied by the Lord Mayor
and Lady Mayoress. The tour also included a visit to the
courts, cefls and finished with tea and biscuits and
photographs taken with the Lord Mayor and Lady

March Sth was our Bring and Buy which raised £68.
March 20th Carol and T attended the AGM in London.
What an experience that turned out to be; neither of us
had been on a train for nearly 30 years! We atarted w
walk from the station and within 15 minutes it was
raining heavily and we were lucky to flag down a taxi,
Mind vou, we still arrved at the Victory Services Club
soaking wel Il was interesting (o meet ladies form other
branches and to exchange views and ideas. Lunch was
varied and very enjovable so a big thank you to all at HGY
for your help and hard work over the years.

April 13th our meeting should have included a Beetle
Diriwee but for various reasons this did not get bevond the
first card! It was a busy month for our Standard: frstly
Lyn and Joan attended the funeral in Derby of Mrs Freda
Welsh, ex ATS. Her daughter, Mra Mellor, was so
grateful and proud that we had managed to arrange this
for her with only two days notice. She gave us a very
generous donation which we will put towards the new
Standard and we will invite her and her hushand to the
Dedication Service.

Chur Standard was also paraded by Lyn Wenham on
Anzac Day at 070 well done Lyn for managing to get up
so early on Sunday morning! In the afternoon of the
same day, the Standard and ten members attended the
dedication service of Tamwaorth Branch’s new Standard.
Afterwards we were treated to an excellent buffet at the
Eoval British Legion Club, Many thanks to the
Tamworth ladies for making this a most successful and
enjovable afternoon, Mice to 2ee Kath Barron an ex-
member of our branch.

Oin 18 May, barelve members from both Birmingham and
Tamworth branches joined us for a buffet lunch,
memory lane quiz and a raffle which raised 235, Thanks
to our Social Secretary Carol for all her hard work. May
oth, five members attended the 25th birthday lunch of
the Birmingham Branch at the Britannia Hotel. And we
all really enjoved the occasion very much.

June Bth, the branch members brought items io be
mcheded in "parcels for soldiers” which were all taken to
a collection point by one of our members. June 22nd will
be our vigit to Trentham Gardens,

5till a busy second half of the vear to come, Don't forget
wee meet on the second Tuesday of every month at 1330
hours at Devonshire Place, T8 London Road, Leicester,
For further info call Sue on 01162 592743,

LINCOLN & DMSTRICT BRANCH

The yvear did not begin too well as we had (o cancel our
thitd anniversary lunch in January and it was held in



February, due to extreme weather conditions dealt to us
last winter, Mo doubt other branches had the same
problem. When we finally sat down to lunch with our
guests, Dot Ryder and Irene MacLean, our Area
Chairman and Area Secretary, & very pleasant ime was
had by all. THP DBilfsGioaa reeaMaksigmir
and a ull programme of events has been put into place.

-
e

Veromica, Sue, foan and Ella waiting for lunch

In March we held a very successful Bring and Buy with
the excess items Laken by Jackie Walton to sell for us at a
car bool sale, The day also included the birthday
celebration of one of our members, Kay Medley, who was

O years Voung.

April saw three events for the members to attend. The
first being a walk and pub lunch organised by Linda
Hilton ably assisted by some of our members who are
still at work, It was a glorious day and after the walk we
retired to the garden of the pub in Metheringham and =at
in the sun, needless to say there were several trips to the

Suwe L, Marte, Helen, Jan, Mary, Linda & Sue B. Who passed
teeir map reading?

p
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The monthly meeting was held in the form of an extra-
ordinary general meeting as various alterations had been
made to the programme 2o that we could meet with the
members still at work on a couple of Saturdays throughout
the vear. At the end of the month we were invited to the
Standard dedication service for Tamworth Branch.
Another fine day with the branch represented by eleven
members plus family and friends. Well done to Tamworth
Eranch as it was a lovely occasion which we all enjoyed.

The meeting in May was successfully held on a Saturday
for the first time and was very well attended, It was
lowvely to see Sue Beevers, Linda Hilton, Mary Faver and
Svlvia Cree, Jean Evans gave a very entertaining and
thought provoking talk on her work as volunteer. May
also saw a member, Ella Heast and her hushand,
appearing on Bargain Hunt and looking extremely smart
in thedr red fleeces, Well done for winning and donating
vour cash to Help for Heroes.

In June we had a trip to the Mational Memorial
Arboreturm, Alrewas. We were blessed with fine weather
and were pleasantly surprised to see after our visil three

= ¥ Ty 1 _.'I-

Jackie Walton among the flowers at the National Memorial
Artorelnm



vears ago the many changes and improvements. A& very
maoving experience o visit the new Armed Forces
Memorial standing proudly on its hill, The WERAC
Association plot looked the best it has been with some of
the shrube bursting mnto Jower,

PDF Compressor Free Version
Az this account speeds off to YWaorthy Diown we are in
final preparations for our stand at the Armed Forces Day
event in the grounds of Lincoln Castle, We are then
looking forward to the remainder of the year when we
are hosting the North East Area Reunion Lunch, taking a
trip to Tamworth for skittles and the WRAC Dinner Club
in Solihull. A few among the many events planned for the
remainder of 2000,

Time again to wish all branches a Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year, (How strange to be typing that in
June), Best wishes from all in Lincoln and District.

LONDON BRANCH

Editor- | have not had o formal report from London Branch
bt fhe following ladies all received well-deserved Certificates
of Apfreciation af the Association AGM in March 2010
Tharks to Alison Schofield for the pholographs.

Chris Gibbs — not looking heavewuwrards but wp fo her som

om the baleony!

Janel Reeve

LUTON BRANCH

Although numerically we are getting a bit thin on the
ground, we atill maintain a faithful nucleus of members.
In common with other branches “Tempus fugit' and we
just can't persuade the majority of WRAC to come out of
the woodwork. But we soldier on!

Both our December Christmas party and our anniversary
lunch in January had to be called off due to the weather
— blithering snow, Undaunted we press on with our
programme and in Febroary had a very interesting talk
by the Samaritans, then, in April, it was “Treats for
Troops'. This is a local organisation, formed by an ex-
WAAF and her ex-Army husband. Brefly we Gl a shoe
boe with small items, pens, pencls, oothbrushes and
paste, shampoo, showergel et all things which will be
of practical use to the troops on deplovment, We told a
Ical cafe owner about the scheme and he came up
trumps, Only downside was [ had o carry 200 sachets of
brown savce and 200 of tomato ketchup home, and they
weren't lightl. Apparently ‘compo’ rations have not
wmproved over the years, We also send socks & heanie”
hats 1o wear under their helmets, BOGOF offers in the
shops are an excellent source,

Things went somewhal awry at cur May meeting: we
arrived at our vene, and could not gain entry, so our
MOCEK TRIAL with Alan Painter JF had to be postponed.
Afterwards we found out there had been a flood. We take
on the WENS for the annual quiz in June; July 3rd is
Veterans Day, and in July someone from the Council is
going to tell us what happens after we put the recycling
in the bin.

Congratulations to those who arranged the lunch at the
Victory Services Club - the Luton girls really enjoyed it,
and it was a jolly good AGM all round. It was made
special for our Branch because Eleri Firie, our
hardworking Treasurer, was awarded a Certificate of

Appreciation,



. o !
The Vice President! presents Elert Pirie with her Cerltficate
of Apbrecialion

MEDWAY BRANCH

The first meeting of the year was in February at Higham
and, althourh the snoe was still around, members
maraged to get through! Oure kvely Christmas dinner
was shill bedng talked about so we decided to make a
second visit o the restaurant.

Members poirved the Canterbury branch for the fish and
chip lunch and had a gpood tme. Thres members weat to
the AGM in London. We liked the new format -
especially the bulfet lunch!

We are sorry that we don’t 2ee many of cur branch
members at meatings but of course health and transport
are a major 22t back. Because of that we do not have a
formal programme for events but we arrange them
around members’ availahility.

Margaret Gallafent and Janet Cameron enjoyved the
WRAC Dinner Club in 2009 and have booked for 2010 20
we hope to meet up with friends in Solihull that weekend.

We are sad to repaort the loss of a member, Grace
Hollands, in April. We send best wishes to our members
who are in care and wish all members good wishes and
take care.

NEWCASTLE BRANCH

Christiras Lunck at the Assemibly Rooms
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On 9 December, The Prisoners of War Association
imvited our ladies to the Assembly Booms in Newcastle
for a Christmas Luncheon. As vou can imagine the feod
was superh as was the company,

The very next day we were wined and dined again, this
time as guests of the Not Forgoftten Association at The
Marriot Hotel, Gosforth. The food was wonderful and we
thoroughly enjoved the entertainment as every guest in
the room took part in The Twehee Days of Christmas.
We do not usually have a meeting in December but
decided to have a get together on 17 December with tea,
coffee, bizcuits and Christmas cake, We also held the
Christmas Draw and made £108 towards branch funds.

The New Year started with snow up to our evelashes but
maost of our lovely ladies still made it to the January
meeting.

In July our ladies are going on a day trip out to Alnwick
then onto Boulmer for lunch and return to Newcastle via
Mormpeth,

Because we did well with the Xmas Draw we are

organizing a Summer Draw in August to make a little
more money for our branch funds.

NORFOLK BRANCH

WHAT a busy year we are having, starting off in March
with several of us attending the Association's AGM and



lunch at the Yiclory Services Chub, The new format of
combining the AGM with & lunch seemed to be much

appreciated by everyone,

Twi weeks later and three of us attended the ATS
Dinner Chib HYDIE 561 PiheesN emsibars
are diminishing we sl an aftendance of sixty ladies
On 11 May we had a larger gathering than usual for the
service at the GGt Yarmouth memorial through publicity
in the local newspaper and on Radio Norfolk that
IMOTNing.

Last year we had a most enjoyable lunch given by Pepi
Simpson at her home in Reepham. She kindly invited us
again this vear in May and it was even better! A hot
sunny day meant a relaxed lunch in the garden, Great
hospitality and good company.

Mine of us were able to accept the invitation of the
Cromer Branch of the EBL to join them in their grant-
aided visit to the National Memorial Arboretum.,

1-R: foan Whittingham, Irene Warren, Pegey Bell, foan
Avibery, Andrey Told and Lorna Lansdowne

In June, we gathered in our secretary's garden for a
coffee morning and sale. We were fortunate that it was in
the middle of a mini heat-wave and we raised E220 for
Branch funds.

During Armed Forces Week we intend to man a publicity
stall in the Forum, make ourselves more widely known
and, we hope, recruit some new members. In July, ten of
us are due to go to Chelmsford Branch's 20th
anniversary lunch and we will join representatives from
Cambridge and Suffolk branches so it will be a good
Area RBeunion,

Beryl has again kindly invited us to another garden party
in August. We greatly appreciated last vear's event and
are sure it will be as pood this Gme - if only we could
puarantee the same weather!

We propose to arrange the last outing of the season with
a day in Southwold, alwaye a very popular place for visits.
It will round off our busy vear very nicely.

From July we shall have a new Branch Secretary: Kate
Williams who served with the EME Kate is one of our

newer members and she has very kindly agreed to take
owver in spite of having & very busy life in her full-time
position with the Royal British Legion. We welcome Kate,
who will ensure the Branch continues to thrive well into
the future,

PLYMOUTH BRANCH

We started the new year of 20010 with our committes
meeting on 23 January, Committee meets at a local pub
whose staff don't appear to mind if we have a quiet
orderly chat over coffee. We then pile into a couple of
cars and go to our President, Doris's flat for tea,/coffes
and to ask for her approval of afl our plans and decisions,
that done we are set for at least six monthsa.

We have noticed this vear that our monthly attendance
oumbers have dropped alarmingly, by 20% on average.
This is mainly due to our older ladies becoming (oo frail
to attend which is an unfortunate fact of life. Happily, we
have two new members this vear, Sandra Beeke lives not
too far away in Dobwalls so we hope she will enjoy a
drive to Flymouth every month. Susan Welham lives
further down in Cornwall over an hour's drive each way
and she still works as do a lot of our new WRAC
members. However, we hope we will see her from time to
tiiree. We had the pleazure of meeting them both at our
annual minkreunion in Truro in May, as well az two other
ex-WERAC who have nol transferred to Pliymouth branch
yet and who also are still working. This year's reunion in
Truro was a great success with our highest number
coming from all over Cornwall and the Plymouth area.
Major Jane Freebairn set out extremely early to come by
train from her home in Reading and Major ‘Mack”
Maskens-MclIntyre drove down to see us all again. This
vear we weren't able to go to the RBL Club as usual
becaiize all their catering equipment had gone “walk-
about’! 50 Betty Mitchell and I hastily drove to Truro to
arrange a meal in a restaurant recommended by Joan
Launder and several local ladies, not as good as having a
room on our own but it worked very well indeed.

Another shock for us was that our regular meeting place
has closed, leaving us not only looking for a new meeting
venue hut also & venue for our hosting of the South and
South West Area BEeunion next vear. Fortunately, Andrew,
the manager of the Eoval Fleet Club hag worked very
hard and has transferred all of his bookings to other
venues in and around the cty. The majority of them have
been taken up by Boringdon Hall near Phympion at more
or less the same deal as we had with the Fleet Club. 50,
ladies of the South and South West please plan to come
and see this fantaztic medieval mansion in July next vear.
The room rates are comparable to the Fleet Club!

Alzo in May, Jane, Mary and Thelma represented our
branch at the inauguration of Plymouth’s Lord Mayvor, Cllr
Mary Aspinall and her daughter, Kate, as Lady Mayoress,

June 15 very close to us as | write and we come to our
busy summer schedule. Four of us are going to King's
Court Masonic Hall in Chandler's Ford for the South and
South West Area Reunion and, at the end of the month,
we have the Veterans Weekend with a day in the
Guikidhall manning an ATS/WRAC display stall, This will
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be followed by BAFA's Service of Remembrance on the
Hoe on Sunday 27th.

The autumn 15 gradually getting busier with Atlantic Dhay,
Sea Sunday, the WRAC Dinner Club, the Festival of

RemembrancPd (@ opn phasyor FroedVdrsion
AGM and fGnally our Christmas lunch, once more,

We have a new venue for our meetings. They are now
held at the Abbey Hall behind the Minster Church of 5t
Andrew at the top of BEoval Parade on the 4th Tuesday of
every month, Timings are 130 = 3. 30p.m. We would be
delighted to 2ee you there, There is no meeling in
January. Contact telephone number: REuth Jennings,
Secretary Tel: 01752 363118,

SALISBURY BRANCH

It is strange to start this report with Christmas Lunches
but eleven members enjoyed a lovely one with 32 Battery
RA and other veterans at Larkhill. They hope to make it
an annual event, Our own branch Christmas Lunch, held
at the REL Club, was also a great success and we were
pleased to welcome a new member, Pauline Edmund.

Linda Clark, Lesley Trattles and Pauline Edmund at
Chrisfmas Lunch

In January, our Bring and Buy/Auction proved az

popular as ever and raised E76. Our Secretary, Val Trout,

set the Quiz in February and the joint winners were Jean

gt?ﬂﬂ“ﬁth Jill Trainor and Pauline Edmund with Marilyn
ford.

As well as exercising our minds, in March we made sure
to exercise our bodies. Fortunately, Trish Cowie's
speciality s “armchair exercises”™ - still quite energelic!
Also in March, three of us went to the Association AGM
in London. We enjoved the meal but we did miss the
raffle and the space to move around and chat.

We tried out a new venue in April and went for lunch amd
a little retail therapy at the Wilton Village Shopping
Centre. An enjovable time was had by all. In May, our
speaker was Shirley Critchley, an infrepid lady who has
accompanied Colonel Blashford-Soell on gix expeditions.
Her illustrated talk on the search for the 18th century
warship, the Wager, in South America was most
interesting. They actually found some remains afier a
torrential storm had caused a torrent of water to rush
down the fiord in the Gulf of Misery which washed away
a lot of silt: the first known sighting of the vessel for 250
years, What an achievement - clearly reflected on all the
smiling faces in the photographs.

In June, seven members attended the South and South
West Area Reunion in the prestigious King's Court
Masonic Hall in Chandler’s Ford. Lovely location and a <5
star” meal was thoroughly enjoyed by all, many thanks to
our hosts, Southampton Branch.

We look forward to some belly dancing next month —
watch this space! Editor: Can't wail fo see the

Photographs!

Unfortunately, due to il health, our Chairman, Alison
Opden, has been unable to attend our meetings for a
while but we look forward Lo welcoming her back soon
as she is making a very good recovery.

SHEFFIELD BRANCH

We send warmest wishes to all readers of the Lioaess,
Since my last report we've had two lunches out at our
favoirite venue, the Cutlers Hotel in Sheffield, and
Christmas this year has already been booked. Last
November some of us went to London for Remembrance
week-end and went to the Royal Albert Hall on Saturday
evening. It seems & more moving experience this past
few years with our forces suffering so much in
Afghanistan. Dame Yera Lynn was there and
acknowledged a standing ovation, although her voice was
a recording. Our February meeting was cancelled due to

wiuiz winners, Jean, i, Pouline and Marilyn
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the icy conditions, but we have averaged ten members
each meeting zsince, We get 3 number of apologies from
thoze who can't attend due to age and immaohility, but
two of our regular attendees will be 90 this vear. Neither
of them misses a meeting, which is just as well ag one of

them is MargitB Bu@ip nap sessearfree Version

A vear ago [ reported we'd been invited by the UODTC to
their Beating Retreat at Somme Barracks. It was a really
super event. We were freated to re-enactments of hattles,
including one where they were attacked by Native
Amernicans. With bows, and arrows with rubber suckers
on them it was quite comical, although I'm sure it wasn't
at the time, This year they had a full military band =zo0
needed a full size parsde ground and it was held at the
TA Barracks, Endcliffe Hall. Once again a superb
eviening and we thoroughly enjoved it — despite siting
under dripping canvas in the pouring rain.

On 4 June, four of us joined the Normandy Veberans on
their visit to Mormandy, It was very tring, After the very
long journey, we hit our beds at 0010 hrs and had to be
o the coach again al 0730 for the first of our visits to the
memorials and cemeteries. On 6 June, the service was in
Bayeux Cathedral, a magnificent bullding and the
ceremony afterwards was excellent. The French people
were very welcoming and it was heartening to see 5o
many young people attending. A whole class of 14 vr olds
from Burmondsey were s0 smart and well behaved that
we felt quite proud of them.

Normandy June 2010
Standing L-K: Brenda, Megan and Jean
Seated: Margaret Dufty

We have two more Veterans Day parades to attend, in
Wakefield and Sheffield. Cur annual trip to the National
Memaorial Arboretum is on 3 July and our day at Eden
Camp for the parade and Eemembrance Service is 13
September. Hopefully we will also manage to fit in a day's
puting in between. So, still quite a lot to look forward to
this vear, We still meet at Victoria Hall, Sheffield on the
first Thursday of each month at 1.30 pm and would
welcome anyone who cares bo join us,

SHROPSHIRE BRANCH

In Drecember we had our Christmas lunch at the White
Housge Muxion which was very good as il usually is,
Mancy presented a chegue for £350 to Lt Col Sue
Weatlake which we raised from the glider flight.

Vice Presiden! receives cheguie from Naney Tiplon

Five of our members went to Chester for Christmas
lunch and had a great tme; the lunch was lovely as was
the company. We all found the castle museum very
interesting.

Sadly we have lost another member, Buby Jones who
died in January; she was with us for many years.

In March, four of us artended the AGM at the Victory
Services Club. We did enjoy the very nice lunch thal was
lald on and the chance to meet up with members from
other branches and new friends made from the Grand
Beunion in Blackpool. In April we were very pleased to
weloome another new member to our branch meetings;
Chris Powell, ex - WRAC. [ am sure she will be a great
aszet to our branch and the association.

What a brilliant day we had at Tamworth when seven of
us went for the Dedication of their new Standard. It was a
very moving service and afterwards the buffet in the
Roval British Legion club was great,

Twao of our members went to Liverpool with the RASC
Aszociation and had a wonderful day out and two went to
the National Memorial Arboretum to hear Kate Adie give
a splendid speech. With the end of May came a proud
day for Telford with the Freedom of the Borough
ceremony for the Rifles, [t was a very wet day hut
enjovable and interesting; four of us went for the VIP
wine and canapes the Council put on. Sandra our
Standard Bearer stood with our Standard in all the rain
and wind to welcome the regiment into the arena,

The RASC put on another trip in June; five of us went to
Llangolien. We had lunch on the barge, The views were
just stunning over the valley from the barge on the
aqueduct. This was a lovely day out. The sun shone for
us all day, | am sure we all found the history of the
agueduct very inleresting.



Enjoving the sun in Liangollen

We wish all the hest to another of our members, Miss
Audrey Merton, who will become an in-pensioner at the
Royal Hospital Chelsea in October,

Any of our branch members want to join us on our trips
or attend a branch meeting please call our secretary
Denise Fuller on Tek 01952 400118 or email her at:
deefuller@live co.uk

SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH

Southampton Branch is doing well and we have a new
member who 15 now the voungpest W date. Dt Gardener
15 the mivce of one of cur members, Gail, who does a
splendid job hosting an Annual Luncheon for all the
members, We have been so lucky with the weather at
{zail's lunch, so with good foed, a raffie and continuous
tafk; we all o horee very happy and red.

We have had to cancel some of our trips from earlier in
the year so we have decided to pick up the reins again
in the next few weeks and some of the memhbers are
going to the Open Dav at Blandiord Camp in June,

Mext month we are guite busy, we are going 1o Bognor
Regis and Bennett's Water Gardens and Swannery,
August see us going to Suddick Wickham with the
Famous Fizh and Chips at Mother Kelly's, Boscombe
Market with the Eastleigh Carnival thrown in between
these trips. This vear will be Adleen Derrilt's first ey at
running the WEREAC stall al the carnival since Andrey,
Hazel and Penny retired from the job, Good luck
Aileen.

Four of us went to the Association AGM in March; a
very excellent club after its refurbishment. It was all
very new to me as [ hadn't managed to get to a meesting
hefore this. But everyvone was very helpful and friendly
and the lunch was lovely, Our very own Margaret
Barham was presented with a Certificate of
Appreciation for her duties as the Branch's Standard
Bearer and she went home with one huge smile on her
face, well done Margaret,

1

Margaret Barliam receives her certificate from the Fice
President

Because we are hosting the Area Beunion this year, we
didn't have an Annual Lunch as the Eeunion has been
taken up most of our tme and enerey. So we decided to
have fish and chips from the same outlel as we went o
last Movember. It 15 an excellent ‘chippy” and they deliver
it b0 us piping hot also.

Well as [ type this the hosting of the Acea Beanion is
over. I'm hoping that evervone who managed to come
from all the other branches and our members enjoyed
themsebves. [ would like to thank our Raffle Team for all
their hard work in making the raffle go as smoothly as il
did. The newspaper photographer was great and did very
well not to fall out of the upstairs window to get evervone
in the shot. We had the Sheriff and Mrs Terry Mathews
of Southampion as our guests and apart from a lovely
meil they were over the moon with the raffle prizes that
they went home with. We surprised two of the ladies by
singing ‘Happy Birthday” our very own Florrie Groves
was 88 and Marilyn Offord from Salishury was 65, An
extra excitement for Florrie was the Reporter
interviewed her about her time in World War II. We were
going to have the Reunion at Suddick Wickam which has
the ‘Map Room' which played the most important part
during WWIIL. Anyway because of different hitches and
hiccups we had to change the venue to King's Court
Masonic Hall at Chandler's Ford. We had our 6ith
Anniversary of the Branch there and lovely food, room
and atmosphere, we were lucky to et the room on the
date we wanted. | would like to thank the other branches
for their paticnce while we sorted things out

Can | please add a note to rends of mine m Sunderland
- a very Happy Birthday to Vinnie and Betty Mitchell,
hope vou are seffled into your new home Betty!

STAFFORD BRANCH

Stafford Branch has survived another vear due to the
valiant efforts of twelve ladies who continue to support
the branch through thick and thin. Despite a shortage of
funds we have decided, once again, to continue meeting
albeit with a slightly different format to last year. The
ladies had opied not to meet during the winter months



because bad weather made their journevs a bit of a
problem, How wise they were,

We would like vou to join us in welcoming our latest
member, Syivia Colman nee Ellison, Sylvia, who lives in

Uttoxeter, serPP B Go e ssor IFEbe Mérston

ook forward to meetng her someetime soor,

Al Holweroft. Anr Deakin, Pal FPedley, foan Higeins,
Marjorie Fowell, foan Foole, Dorry Newton, Ada Sturlard,
Betty Wilshaw and Margaret Fuller

215t April we belatedly held our 2000 AGM at Trinity
Church, Stafford. The meeting was followed by g baffet
and raffle. 16th June we decided to try the menus offered
by a recently refurbished pub, the Holmeroft — very good
valug for money. Z21st Tuly a meeting at Trinity Church
with the possibility of toasted teacakes, 18th August we
dined at the Luck Penny where a wide range of meals are
on offer to the extent you are spoilt for chooe.

15th September is the AGM again and a tme for
gathering annual subs, No doubt we will be eating again.
17th Movember we hope to have an early Christmas
Lunch, We start celebrating Christmas earhy in Stafford,
The ladies attend 20 many parties it is not unusual for
aoime ladies (o have two Christmas meals in one day or, as
im e case, lunch and dinmer one day and hunch again the
next. We seem (o have a reputation for eating = T don't
kmow why

Stafford ladies send their very best wighes to you all and
look forward to meetings friends, old and new, at the
Femembrance Day Parade and Service,

O Saturday 24th April our litle band of ATS/WRAC
celebrated 21 years of the formation of the branch, Two
of the founding members - Mrs Agnes Castle (Chair of
Stirling Branch) and Lady Martha Bruce (a Life Vice
President of the WRAC Association) were in attendance
at our celebration. The branch was also honoured with
the company of Lt Col Jo Young, Chairman of the
Scoftish Area, The celebration began with coffee in the
conservatory before moving into the dining room for a
delicious four course meal, Lady Martha said Grace and
we all tucked in. The Loval Toast was given at the end of
the meal by our voungest member, Lyonn Crickmore, To
make the celebration special we had a cake,

—

Agnes Castle and Lady Martha Bruce cul the cake

Lady Martha took a piece of our cake to Her Majesty the
Clueen in honour of the celebration and Her Majestys
birthday. The branch has received a letter from
Buckingham Palace sending warm good wishes to all
who were present at the event. The members all enjoyed
their day and, no doubt, will be chatting about it at the
monthly meetings for the next few months,
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STOCKPORT BRANCH

Greetings to everyone at home and abroad — do hope all
is well with you after the long and very cold winter. We
still hold our meetings at The Armoury on the second
Thursday of tHRibn(hian2pmeBsetoltre baW eeaiber
and illness of some members our first meeting this year
was on 11 March and it brought us a new member —
Miss Marion Crabtree from Stalybridge in Cheshire — a
most welcome addition to our group. She comes to us
from the WRAC and we are delighted as we need new
members to keep our meetings going.

Phyllis Warren, who lives in Buxton, celebrated her 90th
Birthday in February this year and flowers and a card
were sent to her from all the ladies in our group. Mona -
Hamer, another of our ladies, had a stroke earlier in
March and is in a nursing home in Offerton. Mona was
90 on 30 March and we also sent her flowers and a card
on her birthday - she is in our thoughts, such a
wonderful lady. Last year Lillian Day celebrated her 90th
Birthday and we surprised her with a party and flowers
at the Pinewood Hotel in Handforth - it was a really
lovely occasion and this year Lillian also had a wonderful
time on her 91st Birthday! An incredible lady.

Now for the sad news. Mrs Beatrice Tait died on 24
February 2010. She had been ill for a few years and had
been our Chairman before she became ill. Eight branch
members went to her funeral including Molly from
Chester branch who came with her daughter. Beatrice’s
family asked us to join them after the service and it was
s0 nice to meet them ~ such warm and lovely people. A
donation was made to the British Legion in her memory.
Elisabeth Lapham — our Secretary, who was a great
friend of Beatrice has written the following about her.

“Beatrice Tait, née Blakemore, was a very active person
in her earlier years working for Re-Diffusion for some
years and, before that, as a waitress. She liked card
games especially whist and bridge and was very active in
her local RBL. She joined the ATS at the end of 1940 and
was the first ATS girl to be war-wounded. She enjoyed
her Army life and made lots of friends — but when
hostilities were over she couldn’t get back quickly
enough and immediately joined the Veterans. She was
“straight as a die” and liked everyone to be the same.
She did not like prevarication and would say a few ‘hard
words’ to anyone she found being guilty of it. She was a
nice person to have as a friend and she will be missed by
all who knew her.”

Mrs Lilian Edwards, a former member of our branch
died on 16 May. Another great lady. Lilian set up the
branch in Wilmslow and some of the Stockport ladies
joined her and it was very successful. Lillian will be sadly
missed by so many people.

On the social side, in April, six of our members and
guests had lunch at Heaton Moor Catering College.
Wonderful food - the best yet and we all enjoyed it so
much. On 27 May, nine members and guests had lunch
at the Bridge Hotel in Prestbury. Such a delightful place
and we all had a lovely afternoon. The Plaza cinema in
Stockport has now re-opened after refurbishments and is
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rather nice I believe; we are hoping to meet there for
afternoon tea very soon.

In addition to our outings, we also had a collection and
were pleased to be able to send £100 to Help for Heroes.
We are now starting again to try and raise more funds
but with only a small number in our group it takes time!

SUFFOLK BRANCH

We ended 2009 with our Christmas Lunch at the
Conservative Club. The meal was enjoyed by all of the
fourteen members who attended.

January was a quiet meeting as many of our members
had the usual winter sniffles and sneezes but we
managed to reminisce about past Christmas times.

Ten of us in February had a “Military Quiz”. The rusty
brain cogwheels turned slowly to begin with they soon
started to grind away and come up with the right
answers. In March, we had a discussion entitled “Who
not to be stuck in a Lift with!” We came up with some
very interesting and amusing suggestions.

Unfortunately, I missed the April, May and June
meetings mainly because I am touring Britain with my
sister who is also ex-WRAC. A quick rundown will be in
the next issue. Editor: Perhaps one of the Branch members
could also let us know what the Branch got up to in those

* months?!

TAMWORTH BRANCH

Tamworth Branch continues to meet at the Royal British
Legion, Aldergate on the last Wednesday of the month
and we are continuing to get new members albeit slowly.
Three of our new members attend the WRAC Dinner
Club weekend in Solihull in October and they had a great
time; can’t wait for this year. On 9 November our
members assembled in the Royal British Legion and
filled 74 boxes for the girls in Afghanistan. We had a fun
evening doing it and had some letters back thanking us.
We arranged a Christmas dinner on 2 December in the
Castle Hotel; there weren’t many of us there but we had
a great time. Our coffee morning on 9 December raised
some more funds for the branch.

At our January meeting our Treasurer said that we had
enough money to order our new Standard so things got
under way to organise a dedication service. We weren’t
getting the Standard until the middle of April so it was
decided to have the dedication at the end of that month.
On 23 April we organised an inter association skittles
night with the RE, R Signals and RASC/RCT
Associations and, of course, our members. We had a
great time and they wanted to know when we were doing
it again.

Then on Sunday, 25 April we had the Dedication Service
for our Standard. Beryl Butcher, from Lincoln Branch,
took the service and we had 14 Standards; from
Birmingham, Hereford, Leicester and Lincoln Branches,
Maureen Deeley with the Association Standard and the



PLEASE DO WHAT YOU CAN TO SUPPORT
PDF Compresso THEASSOCIATION

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A T-SHIRT WITH THE
ASSOCIATION BADGE?

We often get requests for a tote bag.
What about a mousematl or travelling insulated mug?
All these and more are available.
Visit the website www.zazzle.co.uk and search for WRAC items

CRUNL R

There you will also find tote bags, insulated coffee mugs, mouse mats and postcards
and notelets with the Association Badge. There are also postcards with the Corps
Prayer printed on them. PLEASE visit and buy - the WRAC Association is given a

small percentage.

www.buy.at/WRAC

Have you tried this yet? If you shop online, visit this website first and
connect to your usual favourite shop through this website.
IT IS LEGAL and IT IS NOT A SCAM. Go on - check it out.
Again, if you shop by connecting through this website,
the WRAC Association gets a small percentage.
IT IS AVERY SIMPLE WAY TO SUPPORT YOUR OWN CHARITY.

A great number of high street companies use it e.g. NEXT, M and M and
Marks and Spencer. If you shop at amazon.co.uk or HMV or hire your films
online PLEASE go to www.buy.at/'wrac NOW and see how it works. You will

be able to buy your normal purchases at the usual
online prices AND the Association will receive anything between
4-6% of the amount you spend.




eor WMOMEN:S RQYAL ARMY CORPS
DINNER CLUB

Application for Membership

Membership No: DC/..............ocoeinnnnn.n. '
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Please return to:
WRAC Dinner Club — Membership Secretary
Miss Maggie Bradshaw
Myrtyle Cottage, Tatworth, Chard, Somerset TA20 2NZ
Tel: (01460) 221617

| wish to join the WRAC Dinner Club and enclose:

5 Years Membership £13.00 (Includes initial joining fee of £3.00)
Life Membership £18.00 (Includes initial joining fee of £3.00)

(delete as appropriate)
Cheque/Postal Order should be made payable to: WRAC Dinner Club

ST (o] 1= ) (0] = PSP PTSP Date: .

A 2nd class postage stamp would be much appreciated. Thank you
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

PDF Compressor Free Version

To the General Secretary
The WRAC Association
AGC Centre, Worthy Down,
Winchester, Hampshire
S021 2RG

| wish to join the WRAC Association as a Life Member and enclose £50 cheque
OR

| enclose £5 cheque for Annual Membership, which is in payment
of the first annual subscription up to the 31 October

Date: ..o SIGNAtUre: ..o

All cheques must be in sterling and made payable to “The WRAC Association”
Subscriptions include Lioness
Overseas members shouid contribute an extra £3.50 a year to cover postage of Lioness

Please complete this form in BLOCK LETTERS

ATS/WRAC/TAVR Army NUMDEr: ..o Last Rank Held: ...
(Present Rank if still serving)

Miss/Mrs/Ms: ..., ST UT 1 F= T 1P
(TN T 1T 0 (= U
Surname When SEIVING: ........occueiiiiiiiiiieiiee e rcinreer s Date of Birth: ..o,

PaXe [o [ (T30 o g @ o T4 (=17 o o 1 Lo (=Y o [o =S P PRSP ORTPPPPRPPPPP

e TS

Post Code: .......coccvvvieeenne E-mail: oo Telephone NO: ...
8T e (] g T BT =T oV Tt PPN

Date of ENrolment:...........oooiiiiiiiiiiecee e Date of Release: ...




PRESENTATION TO GENERAL SECRETARY
AT THE AGMINLONDON ON 20 MARCH 2010

Lt Col Sue Westlake, on behalfl of the whole Association, presented Maj Jane Freebairn
with a cheque for £1,000 and a garden bench to say thank you for all her hard work
and dedication during her time as Benevolent Fund Case Secretary and General
Secretary. The following is Maj Freebairn's thank yvou letter which was sent to all
Branches who had contributed to the farewell presentation.

Diear Everyone,

I'm not really sure how to start. [ am simply overwhelmed by
your Binduess and generozity. The diotograid abore &5 ox
my desk fo keef me going over the next few months before [
relire af the end of Seplember and spend more fime on i
than on my office chair! The cheque for £1,006) is simply
Phenomienal and T ar very, very thankful. As Sue said in
ker speech, I do not like being the centre of attention so it
ws somehal embarrassing to lsten o ker Rind words, My
response is that | have only been doing my job - buf what a
resarding experience it has been!

When [ laft the Army, afler nearly 19 vears serpice in 1992,
I went to work at the Open University in Milton Keynes as
an asststand registrar in the Exaominations and Assicnments
section. There | had about 40 permanent staff and up to an
additional 30 temporary st of examiralion e, I was
quite a challenge to adfust my ways and methods to work
with civillan staff bul they were delightfel and e work 5o
rewarding that my time there was very enfovable and [
learned a huge amount about cinlion fe! Talso had the
hononr to be "on parade” (in Academic Dress) on a few
accasions when friends from the Army received their Open
Livtversily degrees,

After 5 vears, I had a coneplete change ard wen! o
Horticultural College in Guildford for a year and then
hecame a gardener tn Windsor Greal Park, This fime T wes
the only woman in a team of five working outside in all
wegthers 5o plenty more challerges teral Whilst there, T was

iminfed fo be a Trustes of the Berevolent Fund and started
to attend the sccasional Grants Committee Meeting and
Amnual Trustees meeling. So, a5 you can see, I hod alwas
maintained some contact with the WRAC and finally, the
elgstic snapied, and I was soon back in Army harsess. [
began working as the Benevolent Fund Case Secretary in
May 2001,

Since then, a5 Case Secretary ard then as General
Secretary, theve have certainly been more challenges, Most
of ws, i we are howest, wever really understood aboul the
work of the Associgtion whilst we were still serving. [
certainly do now and what an organisation it 5. Dealing
deily wilth mewmhers on e lelephone, s-mail and “snail
mail”, | have certainly discovered how important the
Aszocialion is to each of our members. Mas! imporianily, if
allows ws still to be proud of our serpice —the opportunities §f
Fave ws, the canuraderie we exjoved, e exberiences we
had, the new skills we learmed and the lifelong memories we
all fucked away Membership of the Association smeans thal
we can still share all these with others who speak the same
language.

! am so grateful that I have had the ofportunity to
understand all that and to play my part in making sure the
Aszsocialion continues fo provide the kub for the esprl de
corps we all enjoy so much, Thank you, thank you for all
your support during iy time here and the hard work you all
pul into keeping the Association going. After September, |
still plan to meet up with you at AGMs and Grand
Reunions.....but without sy General Secrefary’s paperwork!



Tammy Kirkwood, Standard Bearer with escorts, Belle
Senkinson, leff, and Nancy Puckey, right

Standards from the above named associations as well as
three Standards from the Boyval Naval Associaton and
the Boval Air Force Association and Tameworth Eoyal
Brilish Legion Standard, Our 150 guests including Lt Col
Sue Westlake, Magpie Purkiz and Irene Hall were
entertained afterwards in the Boval British Legion Club
by our members who had been responsible for e
buffet. Our new Slandard Bearer, Tammy Kirkwood, was
congratulated by evervone on the day.

Beryl Bulcher receives the new Stondard

All the Stamdards o Parade

In May, 2 numhber of our members were invited to
Leicester Branch for lunch and & quiz; we joined with
Birmingham branch members and won the quiz, they
may not invite us again, We hope they will as we had
such a good ftime.

Our next skittles will be an 9 July and we will be
entertaining Ledcester, Birmingham and Stalford
branches, [Lwill be good 1o 2ee evervone again as the
skittles days are such fun.

ULSTER BRAMCH

It zeeme no tme 2ince [ was wriling my previous arbche
for the magazne, but the Gme poes in very guickly thess
days = dare [ sav it — as one grows older!

Here in the Ulster Branch, our social calendar seems to
be on the up again. Christmas lunch in Beechlawn Hotel,
Dinmurry was a great sucoess and waz really enjoyed by
all. We also had a few guests which added to the festive
flavour. And of course no function could be held without
the proverbial ‘bring and buy’ sale and raffle which does a
lot to boost funds. [ was especially delighted to see Lorna
Crulston and guest at the dinner. | knew Lorna better as
Captain Gulston from my TA davs and [ was glad that she
was able to attend the dinner as she had previously had
some surgery carried out. As you can see from the
photograph, our treasurer and some other members and
guests were having lots of Christmas cheer,
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The pantomime, Aladdin, in the Grand Opera House,
Belfast was also a huge success. Indeed, the shows seem
to get more spectacular as the years go by and is
bevoming very popular with our branch members. We
spenl most of the tiee lughing while at the same fime
trying to dodgRDE ik eV dy i !
around us. In particular, the 30 genie was a jolly looking
sighl but numerous snakes and spiders took one’s breath
away. However, the Builey's “tipphe’ in the interval made
up for the scary monsters which were trying to attack us.
Mae Milne whao is in her 90th vear certainly enjoved the
show and the kindness and thoughtfulness of our
committes member Florence Logan made 2ure bae had
evervihing she needed = even access to a box of chocs,
This photograph, together with some others which we
took, will find a fiting place in our Branch Album,

Flovence Logan and Mae Milne

We have been especially fortunate this vear in being able
to register for use of a community bus which took us on
our May outing. Everything is so expensive that | just felt
a bua was completely out of the question, but the little
community bus was just a third of the price, We picked
up our mermbers in Belfast and we headed off to
Mewcastle, Co Down where we had a coffes stop. Here
we picked up Buby Agnew who arrived with her little
walking aid and the usual wonderful smile. Eddie our
driver then took ws on to Kilkeel, the gateway to the
Mourne Mountains, where we had lunch in the local
hotel, the Kilmorey Arms. At lunch, the table was laden
with the most appetizing array of [ood. We were all able
tor choose our meal, from roast beef, turkey and ham or
fish and of course, as usual, the desserts were mouth-
watering, Weight problems were cast aside, (o be dealt
with at another date (71} inthe pym,

Dorothea Nicholson, one of our members who lives in
the ared, had been unable to conme (o the outing, but
came along to the hote] instead to say hello and to share
a cuppa with us. [0 was lovely to see Dorothea again and
we preatly appreciated her calling fo see iz She
certainly lives in a very beautiful and picturesque part of
the country.

After we had “prised’ some of our members away from a
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plant/Bower stall which was just oulside the hotel, we
headed off 1o the Cuays in Mewry, our nal stop, for
some retall therapy. The Quays Shopping Centre in
Mewry is huge and is situated alongside Newry canal.
Indeed, when our Chairman, Mary Wilson, and [ were
sitting at one of the top floor cafes having tea, with the
beautiful weather and views of the tree-lined canal, the
whole scene wag reminiscent of the continent,

Eddie, our very patient driver, rounded uz up around 5
“ish to head for home, The liftle community bus was
packed with shopping and what seemed ke everything
off the flower stall in Kilkeel. However, the sea of tired,
but smibing faces said if all. We were definitely tired, but
wie had had & wonderful day,

| am looking forward to spending a couple of weeks in
June with my brother and his wife in Wishech 5t Mary
which i a very beautiful area. However, when | come
home, [ will be considering any plans for the 2nd half of
the vear, including Christmas. The role of secretary is
undoubtedly a busy role, but when everything goes
according (o plan, it is also very rewarding.

In summary, | hope everyone had a wonderful summer
and in particular, those who work so hard behind the
scenes on our behalf.

WINCHESTER BRANCH

Since our last report we have pottered along quietly
picking up four new members. With Christmas over and
duone with for another year (I'm writing this on June 1st
and last week [ received my frst Chnstmas 2000
catalogue! Ahhhhhh).

Worthy Down Camp where | work is just like any other
Army camp and 15t May is officially summer so the
jumpers come off for shirt sleeve order and the heating
gets turned off = having had a couple of weeks of lovely
weather when we over-heated i the office, we were
happy about that. Untl, 2nd May that 15 when the usual
cold snap happened and we had to wear coats in the
office because 1t was so cold. Can't win.

We held our usual post Chrstmas meal in Janwary a
great turnout (for us) of 12 which, as we had to change
the date at short notice because of the terrible weather
was very pleasing. We welcomed Jane MoCann for the
first time; seems she knew Cath from when they both
served so she waz definitely made welcome, Back toa
Chinese restaurant thiz vear and very nice it was as wefl,
excepl for the service charge which snuck up on us
whilst we were not looking.

March saw a visit to the local rifle club of which [ am a
member, Three ex-WRAC members decided to come and
have a go and we managed another three; two from my
office and Lynn, our Treasurer, brought her daughter
along. Although food was provided most had already
eaten but that did not matter as the club helpers (who
had not eaten} managed to get something and the re=st
was taken away to be distributed in two offices the next
day. What can I say? Top shot was a civilian from oy
office —was it luck or the fact that she was a tad vounger



than the rest of us? | think though that evervone enjoyed
the experience.

May saw us use a new venue, the Community Centre at
Worthy Dowmn, the location was quite convenient for most
people and easy to find, Again a good turn out with one
of our new members joining us as well as a couple of
guests. We were given a talk on Aromatherapy by one of
our members, Lesley Richardson, Very interesting it was
as well especially her top 5 essential oils tips, Lesley has
her own Holistic Therapy business in Petersfield,
Hampshire. (www.lesleyrichardson.coulk).

WIRRAL BRANCH

The Wirral Branch has been very active over the last
year, We have now moved to Chetwynd Barracks,
Prenton, Birkenhead and hold our meetings on the 1st
Wednesday of the month.

We have also kept our ties with the Chester Branch, going
put with them on their outings. These days out are great
fun; these ladies certainky know how i enjoy themselves.

i
W .

Apart from the tnps oul with the Chester Branch, we

have also attended the Dedication of a tree 1o all the

members of the Armed Forees who have died snce

WWIL We also attended the ceremony of the raising of

the Armed Forces Flag by our local Wirral Council. Even
though we are a small Branch we do tend to ged around!

I anyone would like to join our Branch we would make
vou most welcome,

WOLVERHAMPTON BRANCH

We are sorry we did not end a report in for the last
issue of the Lioness,

We are still meeting monthly and have very friendly
meetings, but unfortunately do not see as many
members as we would like to. However, we are always
pleased to hear from members whao, for various reasons,
are not able to join us. We send them our best wishes;
they are not forgotten.

We try to keep the ATS and WRAC remembered in the
city by being represented at various events that take
place during the year. We thank Birmingham Branch for
inviting us to their Birthday Party in May and we also
enjoyed our Area Beunion in the aufbumm,

Chur best wishes go o all fiends near and far and we
hope the winter months will be kind to them.

COPY DEADLINE

Articles for inclusion in the next edition of the
Ligness must ba received by

17 DECEMBER 2010

48



ATS Reminiscences

MY PERSONAL MEMORIES OF THE
EVACUATR)Y. QF BHNKIRIS ¥ JENEch 46
W/21502 Pat Bury
Sudgrove House Cottage, Miserden, Stroud,
Glos GLE 7]
Tel: 01285 521289

Everybody knows the story of Dunkirk but we felt very
close to it, as our house, Kingscroft, was only a field away
from the Eoval Welch Fusiliers' barracks where the
returning soldiers were put in tents, On the day the
Drunkirk soldiers were due o arrive in Wrexham, we
were detailed to be at the railway station for 3.30am. We
had twe ambulances and a bus for those who couldn't
walk very well. In June, the dawn came early and it was
already light when the train pulled into the station.

I thought there would be lots of cheering for the
refturning soldiers but there was absoluie zilence, not &
word, not for ages, and we wondered what could have
happened, Eventually they came out of the carnages onto
the platform to where we were waiting but they would
hardly look at us and I turned to ask someone what was
wrong. They replied that the men were worried that they
had let us all down, that they would be in disgrace
becavse they had retreated at Dunkirk. T could have
cried. And what a sight they were. Hardly any of them
would go near the bus or pet mto the ambulance and we
had to force the ones that really couldn’t walk into the
waiting vehicles, The rest of the men, in their motley
uniforms, some with no boots or battle dress, weapons or
hats, marched in the dawn through the streets of
Wrexham, the mile and a half to the barracks. 1 will
never, ever forget that sight. When they arrived, they
simply collapsed on the square, absolutely exhausted.
Finally they were put into the waiting tents where they
were able to recover.

My mother wondered what she could do for them; the
days of rationing hadn't started so she bought a ¢rate of
oranges and some cigarettes and gave them to the men
in the field. The next day one of them came over to her
and zaid, “Ee ma'am, [ can't thank vou enough for those
oranges. | wasn't hall constipated and they did me a
power of good!”

Some of the officers came to Kingscroft and we had tea
on the lavwn one beautiful summer's day; later we went (o
Chester for the evening, The men were siill wearing their
batiledress which had been soaked in seawater, but had
dried out. They mightn't have been very smart, but my
goodness, they enjoyed their evening on the toem.

| hope the above all makes sense - if not, blame old age
as | am nearly 93! [ joined up on the first Saturday of the
War and was posted to 6th Western Motor Company ATS
and after a ghort spell in Dldham, T moved o Camp
Reception Sation at Wrexhaim Barracks and was there al
the tme of the Dunkirk evacuation. We had two
ambulances and three dovers and [ realise how lucky [
was being able (o live at home at that tme. [ ended up as
St (TIFC) with 142M (HAA) Regt RA ... .but that's too
long a story for now!
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MY ARMY DAYS AND MUSIC
W/%0121 Mrs Joan Hines née Barnes
51 Balmoral Road, Salisbury SP1 3PZ

Editor: The following was sext fo me by L8 Cal Val Trout,
Secretary of Salishury Branch. She explained that foan "5 now
1 years of age, alwmost bind bud still attends our meetings
when she can, [ belfeve that she also still plays the piano.”

Stationed near Gloucester as a Badar Crperator, [ found a
piano in the NAAFT and in a quict moment, 1 began
playing. As 1 plaved by ear, | enjoved plaving dance
music of the peried. When someone suggested [ plaved
for dances, | somewhat nervously agreed to join & group.

A saxophone player, named Cocker Miller and a drummer,
named Sgt Mobsby, plus an accordionist made up the
group. Soon, every Saturday night, the NAAF] Hall was
swinging to our music. A glass of beer was placed on the
paans which [ did not dank but Cocker soon finished it off
We sormetimes wenl 1o other places and I'm afraid at an
Officers’ event all [ was given was alcohol. There was no
food and I became very ill {or drunkf) and had to stay the
night and wait to be collected the following day, Back at
camp, my Sub came to ask me if 1 would be well enough to
play that night becawse on Sundays, | had to play in the
hut for Church service. After one service, our Ballery
Commander, Major Ross Collins, 495 HAA Mixed Batlery
came 1o thank me for playing but he said, “We won't have
the (rerman National Anthem another Sunda! So much
for “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken”; the hymn
which is set to the tune of: Deutschland, Deutschland
Uber Alles — the (rerman National Anthem.

When we were moved to 5t [ves, | played at a hotel for a
Light Ack Ack dance and it was the most beautiful place
overiooking the sea, How could we (el a war was onoas it
wis 50 peacell? However, 51 Ives was ull of voung
American sobldiers seon to leave on T Diay. I played in St
Ives Town Hall for a concert with two girls who sang and
a local violinist, A young American had asked me to write
to him as he was due to legve 5t Ives, | still have his
letter in which he described his life in a dugout and
wrode that he did not hate the Germans, only what they
were shooting al him. Sadly no more letlers came, but in
recent vears, [ have discovered e was bucied in
Cambridge where many Amencan cazualties were taken.

Recently, | spent a few days in the Carbis Bay Hotel and,
knowing that was where [ had played the piano in 1944, [
took photographs and letters with me. The owner was
writing a book about that era and copied them all. Playing
the piano has remained with me and 1 have played at;
Keep Fil classes, Health and Beauty Clubs, W1 meetings
etc and the USA choir began in my siting noom.

Maureen Deeley wishes to thank evervone
who sent cards, phoned or visited whilst she
was in hospital. She really appreciated all vour
support which cheered her up no end.




Reminiscences

of the WRAC

MTE‘&TERIN‘: mﬁmﬁmmm

Although [ was born a "Service Brat', a daughter of the
Roval Navy, [ had never had any intention of joining any
of the Armed Forces - | wanted to be an artist and in
September 1960, following an education at fourteen
different schools, I began my first term at Winchester
School of Art. It was idyilic.

The world was changing fast and Art School was not the
choice of my parents. Al the end of the first term at
Winchester my tme at this wonderful instibution came to
an abrupt end. My parents maybe had noticed that the
19608 had arrived. A vear of study and working "au pair’
inn France followed while [ was expected to dream up a
more suitable career objective. On return to the UK 1
knew 1 waz at crunch point. Mo, 1 did not want to be a
nurse, | certainly did not want to join the WEENS. [
wiolild never be free of the ‘oversight’ of my Father.
Possibly the WRAF? However, [ wasn't at all sure about
that as my father was then serving with the Fleet Air
Arm and a hit close to the Service in light blue for my
taste.

_'.;','Lﬂ_-'ﬂ T

0

Lynne on Commissioning Day

| was commissioned into the WRAC in April 1964. My
first posting was to, Headquarter Company, WEAC Depot
and Training Centre, East Grinstead. Captain Anne

Clizsitt was my first Company Commander, [ was soon to
learn that this was only a temporary situation as the
entire WRAC Training Cenire was due to move to the
new ‘Powder Puff Barracks” at Guildford, “That's
interesting, dear’, said my Mother. “Guildford was where
I did my ATS training during the War.' She then
proceeded to regale me with stories of her war time
EXPETIENCES.

After a very short peniod at East Grinstead whilst [ tricd
o develop confidence and learn about the reabity of this
world that I had committed (o, [ was called in by the
Adjutant. 1 did not know whyt In some fear and
trepidation | turned up suitably tdy and tryving Lo appear
confident to be told that there was a plan for me. [ was to
become the Corpe” Temporary Catering Officer for the
move o Guildford. A professional Catering Officer was
‘in the pipeline” but she had vet to Gnish all her full
civilian training programme before even beginning her
comnprehensive iraining at the Army School of Catering
at Aldershot. [ was terrified. Almos! immediately [ was
dispatched to Aldershot to do a “erash course’ at this
eminent establishment to prepare me for this new set of
responsibilities. | can still remember in graphic detail
watching the master butcher dissect a carcass of a side
beef, I didn't faint.

My most powerful memories include ensuring, under the
watchful eve of a formidable WRAC WOIL, that enough
potatoes were peeled and transported from East
Grinstead to Guildford in suitable containers (large lined
dusthins) in order to ensure that 400+ women would get
their first meal there later that day, This was real
Togisties", | was beginning to understand what the word
really meant.

Lymne, the Catering Officer; Commandant Coloael Lucy
Daries and DWRAC Brig the Hon Mary Anderson give the
Christmas Pud a good stir

The kitchen was furnished with ‘state of the art’ catering
equipment, including the largest and longest automatic
dish washer that [ have ever encountered. On several
oocasions when it broke down [ found myself crawling
ingide the lopg tunnel structure to ry and rectify the
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It pinst have been well stirved f they all had o go

problem. Alternatively, frosty engagements with the
suppliers sometimes proved more reliable. | felt intrepid
but was not sure if it was the type of intrepid experience
that [ really sought. But, perhaps it bought me some
Brownie Points?

The real high point during this period was the official
opening of the WRAC Training Centre by Her Majesty
the Queen. It was a remarkable and memorable occasion.
Then, out of the blue, | was told | was to be posted to 4
Ind Coy WRAL, Singapore. Maybe the world was going
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tor be kind to me af last, Omne late evening in November
1965, after & 28 hour Qight plus stops en roote, 1 chmbed
down the steps of a military aircrafl fight and stood on
the tarmac of Singapore Alrport. [ fell as though I had
wialked into hotl sopey cotton wool. Fortunately, the
tiredness was immediately dispersed by a rosh of
adrenaline,

There was no room yel available for me al Tanglin
Oificers’ Mess. For the first few weeks in Singapore, [
had to live in the Medical Corps Officers’ Mess. Az
Singapore was situated in the middle of a large
peographic conflict zone there was an extensive
establishment of Military Doctors and Surgeons on the
Izland. The Military Hospital was working at fufl blast,
Much as | was fascinated with the work of the RAMC, |
was relieved when a room became available for me at
Tanglin Officers” Mess, [t was in Minden Village
{otherwise known as Sin City!]) opposite the Singapore
Botanical Gardens. The monkeys would come over from
the gardens and try and steal anything that they could
get their hands on in our rooms - a constant challenge.

4 Ind Coy WRAC at Tanglin was a new beginning for me.
However, | was soon to discover that my new
responsibilifies were to inclode catering - again,
However, | was a bit disturbed when [ learnt that the
large stone slabs that we used in the kitchens o prepare
tood had originally started life as mortuary slabs used by
the Japanese Military during the Second Workd War — or

Chriztias celebrations in 4 Ind Coy



The members of 4 Ind Coy WRAC had responsihilities all
oveer the FARELF Headguarters as well as with Eoval
aignals out at Dover Boad. 4 Ind Coy helped various local
children's charities and orphanages through fundraising
and practical help. One of the high spots of my efforts o
find interestinPHFCompresstniF tdo\aysien?
request by a group of intrepd members of the Corps
who wished to try parachute jumping with the Army
Team in Singapore, It finally came about after a battle
with red tape. I had to write to the parentz of the women
who wanted to ‘have a go’ at this sport. I did go up in the
helicopter with them bt there was no way anvone was
20ing to gel me 1o jump!

Lynwne with fwo Indonestan Officers in Digkaria 1966

| had a very interesting trip to Indonesia in 1966,
Although it was a private trip, | had to ask permission
from the Headquarters in Singapore to visit. At that time,
the British were fighting in Borneo so the Indonesian
Army was “the enemy”. The British Military Attaché did
ask me to take my uniform “just in caze.” [ met President
Sukarno at a reception and the Ambassador introduced
me by saying, “This is Lynne Merrin. She is the enemy
from Singapore.” | was not wearing uniform on that
occasion!

There is so0 much more that | could write, not least about
the indviduals who were involved and played their part
g0 well during this extraordinary peniod of condlict in
Sputh East Asia; a zone on the edge of the Vietnam War,
confrontation with Indonesia and concern about
Malaysia. It was busy and, at imes, frenetic. Those that
were there will remember. They are unlikely Lo fonget
such a period and [ hope that this article and
photographs will remind them of bappy times.

I WONDER WHAT HAPPENED TO....
W/ 372658 Gwyneth Sratten née Haves
13 5t Martin's Way, Ancazter, Grantham NG32 3RA
Tel: 01400 230656, E-mail: gwyneth.straten@yaboo.coul

I wonder what happened 10,0000, A question [ am sure
vioil will have asked many times when ex gervicewomen
get together? Thiz is how | found the answers,

With retirement looming, | decided to bry to trace people
I had served with between January 1955 and November
1958, A TV programme Lsting the names of athers trying
to frace Service friends gave me the information about a
combined EMP and WRAC Provost reunion taking place
in Janiary 1998, Unfortunately [ was unable to attend but
my name was paszed to Iris Howe with whom I had
served at 145 Pro Coy WRAC in Rheindahlen. This
resilted in my attending a Provost reunion at March in
Cambridgeshire. Apprehensively, [ arrived at the hotel
where [ was given a warm welcome by those assembled
and renewed my acquaintance with Iris. Little did [ think
at the time what this would lead to.

40 Pro.cov.WRA

Sgts Mess 40 Pro Coy, Kingston Gate Camp 1956
Brenda Burbeck, Ellen Moore, Guyneth, Audrey Purton
and Mary Smith

Mow | am in contact with many of the "girls’ from those
halcyon days and we keep in touch via the Internet and
meet up at reunions. When we do meet the intervening
vears disappear and we are all voung women again, At a
Prowost reunion at Heretord there were ten of us around
the table and we realised that we had all known one
another for over fffy vears, Although my Service life was
comparatively short, it was eventhul and certainly the
best move [ have ever made. Having served for five years
with the TA, | joined as a Regular in January 1955 and
went off to Guildford aking with me numerous hane-ups
aboul myself; these were soon dispersed and T found my
feel at last, [ shall be eternally grateful to all those in
authority who saw and fostered the few zkills [ had: in
doing g0 my confidence grew and [ became a different
person. [ learned to stand on my own two feed and o
appreciate the comeadeship that community life brought,
When on Special Dutiez, though terrified most of the
time, I learned to present a calm, efficient exterior, This
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has stood me in good stead all my life. My biggest fear,
wwhen in bhe eve of the public or on parade, was that my
knicker elastic might break. A very lorge safely pin
remedied hal problem,

Through Iris, sorHree Vet dion
WERAC Dinner Club and through these two splendid
organizations [ have widened my circle of rends even
maore.

At the Grand Beunton in 2006 [ was waylaid by Chris
Corker ag a resull of which, with June Booth ex-ATS, we
started a Branch in Lincoln; within a short time we wenl |
from a membership of three to our current gixty one,
Last vear we were involved in forty four events and
raised over £1800 for Help for Heroes so you can see
how busy we have been: hard work but so rewarding.

(ricyneth with wreath at Lincoln Remembrance Service

I feel as though all the links in the chain of e early life
have now joined together forming a strong circle which [
hope will never be broken. [ have many chernshed
reemories and am grateful to all the wonderful people
who have made this possible, Thanks to the WRAC
Aszociation my question 15 answered. [ now know whal

TELEPRINTER OPERATOR TRAINING
AT CATTERICK
W /B0016 Shirley a Harris née Wanless
77 Newdykes Road, Prestwick, Ayrshire KA9 1HA
Tel 01292 474549

The first of these photographs was taken at the WRAC
Centre in Guildford in March 1959, We were all in 7
Flatoon doing our basic training. | am in the middle but |
;-E“_]nnutmmemhtr the names of either of the other two

-

Shirley Wanless in the centre

The second photograph was taken in Catterick in the

ssummer of 1959, [ am front left and behind me is Joan

Tonepol, The tallest one in the back is Marge Umfrieville
who became Marge Hoare when she got married. As you
can see we were in Hut 28 and were all training to be
Teleprinter Operators.




Joan and Marge and | were great friends and we used to
walk aboul with me — the shortest — abways in the middie.
Becawse [ was shorier, I was not always able to keep up
with the squad when we marched to the training huts. '
a0, [ was made permanent traffic marker and had o
march in irontPDIEE €omi pressenylisgéc Vemsion
towards us. [ fell very powerful as I stepped oul in feont
of three ton lorries and put up oy hand to stop them.
Was zomeone trying (o tefl me somethingy

We had a great time at Catterick and all passed out as B3
operators. [ was posted to Wilton and then on to Yorl, A
few years later, after several different challenges, 1 ended
up in Berlin as a Cypher Operator, Great days and lovely
Memories.

DO YOU HAVE PLATOON PHOTOGRAPHS
FROM 19587
W4 384 Ms Brenda McMNama neée Glover
223 Beatty Close, Great Yarmouth, Morfolk NE3O 48BN
Tel: 01493 BRI 168

Brenda showing off ker Good Cordict Stribe

Love the brilliant Liowess. Being 69 vears of age now |
needed Lo try and get in touch with some of the girls in
Lisburn, Morthern Ireland. My deeam is to go on the
Eemembrance Diay Parads 2000 and (o the WEAC
Dinner Club in Solihull where I hope to meet some girls 1
may have served with. [ will be taking some of my

photographs. The time | served in Northern Ireland was |

lovely. 1 worked in the Officers” Mess and then with
General Packard and family at Clooner House in
Dunmurry. That was a great experience and 1 met some
lovely peaple.

I had an amazing experience when [ was selected to
represent Northern Ireland and to go to the Royal
Touwrnament as part of the Combined Services Club

Swanging Display Team. We had so much fun but it was
hard work and the hours were lone. [ especially enjoved
seeing the Gun Crew — well that was impressive! Ui a
member of the Norfolk Branch, They are a lovely bunch
of mirls. I wouldn't change my teenage life in the Army
for the world, I'm proud to have been part of the WEAC,

O koliday in Turkey

AND AGAIN! DO YOU HAVE PLATOON
FHOTOLGRAPHS FROM 19587
W /401345 Mrs ] Pigford née Crossland
75 Station Road, Easington, Peterlee, Co Durham
SHE 35P

I am wondering if amvone can ket me have a copy of my
platoon photograph? 1 enlisted at the back end of 1958
amvd passed out in late November or early December 1958,

Thank you very much.

75th BIRTHDAY PARTY ETC!
W /375520 Evelyn Norton
10 Diower Close, Darley Abbey, Derby DEZ2 11
Tek 01332 557786

The time seems to have flown by since [ wrote about my
Tith Birthday Bash. The story begins: | started off in
uniform as a Girl Guide many vears aego and then went
omn 1o be an Air Corps Cadet ape 14 vears, AL 16% years
old I joined a Carnival Marching Band which [ enjoved. [
leeft to poun thee FLAA (TA) and cheated on my age. Then [
wenth on o join e Bepular Acmy in the WERAC in 1952
and went to Guildford. [ served in the Egyvpt/Middle East
i 195475 but as | could not settle, | returned home in
December 1955, 1 didn't realise that 1 could have signed
o afler being al home for sl months. [ then joned the
TA once again and served for two years with the Roval
Signals. Married and came out: that was the time to have
children.
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I then joined the WRAC Association, the WRAC Dinner
Club and, in 1949, the Suez Veterans Association (SVA), At
the time there were only about six members but now we
have around 40/50 men and, as is often the case, [ am the
oniby ex-WRAC. I'm the Events Officer of the Derby Branch
and every yearRBD EE o riprdSsns. Thie gcMersion
eighth time which [ enjoyed but it wasa't long enough.

As you can see we lay wreaths at the cemeteries for the
bads and lassies we keft behind, Also, those who wish have
an overnight stay in “Alex” and we go to El Alamedn to visit
the cemetery where [ laid the wreath, All very sad times.

Evelyn in Egvpt with the Suez Veterans Association

The members of the SVA have a Spring Weekend in the
Midlands and our AGM will be in Harrogate in
September. | organised a trip for our Derby SVA to the
Femembrance Day Parade in London in 2008, Around 24
members and their wives/partners came along and Iris
Howe ex-WEAC/EMP was also on the coach. We all had
a pood weekend and Iris marched with the WRAC
Association conbingent. [ and our Derby Branch
members marched with the SVA although [ was pushed
in a wheelchair and was embarrassed but that didn't
matter as | joined in, And yes, [ will be in a wheelchair
again this year 2010 = my last one?
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75th Birthday cake

This vear | turned the grand old age of 75 vears and 130
people came to my party ncluding Belle Jenkinson and
Mancy Puckey from Tamworth Branch with their
husbands, Tom and Paul, Also Audrey BEayner, Evelin
Winsome from Northumberland and ex-service rends
and family from as far away as West Sussex and
Oxfordshire, We raizsed £1,500 for our forces,. Evervone
had a really enjovable ime - watch this space for my
EDth Birthday report!
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Evelyn and the music maestro

Monday 21 June 2010 was British Armed Forces Day, &
flag raising event outside Derby City Council. [ was
invited to join the Mayor and Mayoress for refreshments
prior to this event.

WRAC DRUMS AND BUGLES 1965
Joe MacDonald (husband of former WRAC CPLI)

Email: jmlm 7T @ntworld.com
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Marching past SMARTS

This photograph was reprinted in the Southern Daily Echo
dated 1 February 2010, [t shows the WRAC Drums and
Bugles taking part in Southampton Carnival around 1965,

Hopefully it might bring back some happy memories for
some of vour members.

MORE CARTOONS

Inspired by the back page of the last edition, Madge Evans
from Luton Branch sent in some more excellent ideas. So
thanks to Madge and to an anonymous artistic member
who “sharpened up” Madge's original sketches. Any more?




Where Are You Now?

DID YOU SERVE WITH MAUREEN CLARK

w,EDE CORPRENGr Free Version

15 Jumpers Road, Christchurch, Darset BH23 2JR
Tel: (1202 479742

With regards to the better from Liz Winter i Liomess
272004, wondering if any of the girls who were
menlioned in the London Evening News on 14 June 1968
were reading her article = well ves [ was,

I was stationed in Berlin at HQ British Sector from June
1967 until mid 1969. I met my husband Barry there and
we got married in October 1964, [ continued in the Army
until mid 1969 and we eventually left Berlin in the
summer of 1970 with our daughter.

Moureen in Berlin in 1968

We revisited Berlin just a couple of vears ago and went
up to see what was happening at the old HQ. There is
still a guardroom there manned by a German security
guard as the place is now a sports village. It was strange
walking around the grounds as it was uncannily quiet.
zone was the hustle and bustle that we remembered o
well and the grounds were not 0 well kept either!

| haven’t been very successful in finding anyone from my
Berlin days other than Sue Byrne (McLeod), We made
contact only a few months ago via Forces Reunited.
Per_:uaps there is someone reading this who remembers
e

PO YOU REMEMBER MARGARET (RUSTY)
NEWBY AT CHILWELL?
Alan Grimble
alamar.grimble@homecall.couk

My wife and [ were married in Notingham on the 14th
Angust 1954 when we were both serving in the Army. [
was In REME and my wife in the WEAC and we were
stationed in Chilwell, Nottimgham. My wifie's maiden
narwe was Newby and of course she beft the WERAC and
wiis were piven a married quarter in Chibeell.

We then travelled together as a married couple and with
twi children eventually. After service in various

countries, and on my retirement in 1972, we were offered
a position working for the British Government in Africa,
This appointment lead to various other positions until
1996 when | reached retirement at age 65 and we
returned to UK. By this time my wife had lost all contact
with the girls she served with, including her two best
friends who attended our wedding, and sadly, after 52
years of marriage Margaret passed away from cancer in
MNovember of 2006,

| desperately want to find any of the girls who served
with Margaret Newby in the WRAC in Chilwell in the
years 52-54 including her female Sergeant at the time.
Her surname was Eagle and she was known as ‘Paddy’. [
have tried various military sources to find someone who
remembers ‘Rusty' (because of the colour of her hairl)
Mewhy; but to no avail. | do so want all who knew her to
know how happy and successful our martiaee turned ot
ber b from such a very simple occasion.

Could you please, please help me to find someone who
remernbers vivacious, lovely Busty Newby from those
days.

OPENING OF STAFF COLLEGE AT
FRIMLEY PARK
W353416 Mrs KB Allan née Kendrick
10 Cadbury Close, Sunbury on Thames, TW1E6 TNE
Tel: 11532 714715

: e

L-R Joy Miller, Jackie ?, 7. CSM Ellis, Joan 7, Dorothy
Rombold, Cven 7, Koy Kendrick (Mel), Marparet Kerr,
| Crladye Campbell and Sue Folheringhame



This photograph was taken in 1951 at the opening of the
WRAC Officers’ Staff College at Frimley Park just down
the road from Camberley, [ wonder if there is anvone
reading this Lioress who was there al the ime or
remembers serving there later on?

PDE Compressor Free Version
[ shall be 80 this year so it would be great to hear from
anyone who served there

WERE YOU IN ROYAL SIGNALS TA IN
1959/ 19607
W/ 3967TH) Sandy Acathan née Shore
Croaz Min, 22160 Carnoet, Brittany, France
cwr tiasperiaol.com

Enclosed i3 an old photograph taken in 1958/1960 of me
and zome of my WRAC chums in South Wales (Newport,
Cardiff and Swansea). We were attached to the 53(W)
Royal Signals Regiment and this is of us at one of our
training camps. Sgt Chriz Jennings is the instroctor and
alzo in the photograph are Cpl Maron Ackley, Ples Facel
Williams, Pam Wakefield, Paula Atherton and Maureen
Davies. [ regret that other surnames are no longer stored
in my memory bank!

TA Training Camp in Wales

| was Pte Sandy Shore and [ am in the bottom right of
the photograph sharing the map with Pam Wakefield. If
anyone recognises themselves and would Hlee to gel in
touch, I would love to hear from you.

WHO REMEMBERS BERRY ABBOTT?
W /306261 Berry Abbott
Flat 1, The Abbeviield Sanders Court, 4 Manor Eoad,
St Marychurch, Torguay, Devon TQ1 3JX
Tel: 180G 310047

My name iz Bernice Abbott but [ have always been
known as Berry. | would love to hear from Eileen Farrell,
Doreen Davies, Greyneth Howells and Babby Johnson,
Please do publish my contact details so that anyone who
remembers me can get in touch easily. Thank you.
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' ROBERTS HALL 1953
'| W/ATE963 Mrs Jean Bradley née Ross
15221 Purdy Street, Westminster, California 92683, USA

Ready fo serve dinner

I have enclosed this photograph which was taken of all
the waiters and waitresses ready for an Officers’ Dinner
Night at Koberts Hall, Shrivenham around 1953,
Although vou cannot see it in the black and white
photograph, all the WRAC were wearing green jackets.

Do you recognise yourself? | would love to hear from
vou. [ am in the second row, second from the fight.

DO YOU ENOW A CPL V MOZLEY?
Mrs. Kim Keene
28 Kipling Street, Johnsonville, Wellington 6037,
Mew fealand
Email: kimkeene@paradise.net.nz

During World War Two, my late father, Arthur May, a

New Zealander, served in the Fleet Air Arm. While he
was in service in the UK he met a lady named Corporal
Mozley from the ATS. | think her first name started with
V" as she signed her letters with this initial. [ understand
she corresponded with my father for some Bme and that
she lived in Welldon Crescent in Harrow. | also believe
this photograph iz of Corporal Mozley. If anvone is able
to help me contact her or let me have any more details
aboiit her [ would be very grateful.

Is this Corporal Mozley at Tintagel?



News from Querseas Members

WRAAC 60th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
IN ¥l Version
Lowise Green, President WREAAC Association
(M.5W) INMC
Abn 23 762 516 238
PO Box 1124, Merryiands
Kew South Wales 2160

Email: lougreen@bigpond.com.au

It is my pleasure (o send you greetings and
congratulations on celebrating the 30th birthday of vour
Association last vear.

Many years ago on a working holiday in UK, | joined the
26 (City of London) Bn WRAC and my service number
was W /402349, | had an enjoyable time at Finsbury
Barracks. [ do write to Joan Pearce of Croydon who was
in the WRAC when [ was and we have corresponded
every Christmas since,

My main purpose of writing 1= to tell you about our Gth
Anniversary celebrations next February and to invite
anyone who may be in Sydney at the ime. 'We are
hoping to have members from around Australia come to
Georges Height near Sydney that was the old WRAAC
Training School on a very nice piece of real estate which
the Government has now claimed back. On Friday 11
February 2011 we are having a meet and greet at
Kirribilli Club which was a Beturn Services Club with
lovely views over Sydney Harbour, On Saturday 12
February there will be a march past of all the ladies in
front of the Governor of New South Wales and the
unveiling of & plague, That evening, there will be a formal
dinner and on the Sunday there will be a Church Parade
in the Garrison Church in Sydney followed by a Harbour
Cruise for lunch,

If any members of the WRAC Association would ke to
join us, they would be most welcome.

Editor: I do kope we will get a report and photographs of
this celebration for the next Lioness. Maybe this will alse
encourage some of vou who went on Evercise Long Look to
write in with your memories af your time in Australio, You
might be interested in the story of the first WRAC to be
posted there. The following iz an extract from the Liowess
published in February 1961,

The mere thought of being the first WRAC. (o serve in
Australia was exciting in itself and as we prepared for our
flight out here last October the excitement mounted.

We were all either qualified Experimental Assistanis in
(Gunnery or Radar Operators, but we collected together
for a further three monthe special training at the school
of Anti-Aircraft Artillery, Manorbier. After some leave we
aszembled at the Depot, Guildford, and on Tuesday,
October 4, we left London Airport

We had no difficulties on the journey out and were
looked after beautifully by Lt Col J. Henderson and 4
Independent Company during a two-day stay in
Singapore. We flew from there to Sydney by Quantas

Airways and thought it sheer hooury after the charter
flight from London. Several of us were invited up to the
flight deck by the caplain and were impressed by
evervthing. The aircraft was a Boeing 707 which | believe
15 almost the latest thing for jet travel, We were met in
Sydney by Australian Army Movements Stafl and by
Major Peg Tacon, WEAAC,, who saw us on the plane
for Adelaide, where we were mel by Col. Shaw, Major
Barton, Mrs. Shaw and a WEAAF Sergeant who
looked after the girls. The EAAF Movements Staff
came on board the aircraft and dealt with all our tckets
and luggage and we were whisked away to the base at
Edinburgh where we live, about 20 miles north of
Adelaide. The girls share the WRAAFE quarters and
have fitted in very well from the word go.

The training of the E.AsG. is being carried out initially
by civilian staff in the Weapons Research Establishment,
and our pay, etc,, by the RAE Support Unit. On
Movember 24 we were visited by Col. Jackson,
DW.RAAC, accompanied by Capt. Joan Melton,
WRAA C, whois ADW.RAAC, at Keswick Barracks
in Adelaide. Col, Jackson spoke to all the girls, saw some
of the quarters and then had tea in the women officers’
quarters,

DWRAAC visits WRAC in Woomera

The weather has been very changeable since we arrived.
The temperature can rise or fall by 30 degrees in half an
hour; one shivers one minute and swelters the next, but
it has settled into fine sunny weather now and the
temperature has reached 102.5 degrees. No one has
suffered from the heat vet, and in fact they all seem to be
thriving on it. Bush fires have begun springing up and
are likely to be a serious problem as there was so much
growth during the abnormally wet winter and spring.

Christmas activities are in full swing. The girls have
taken part in the Camp concert, delivered gifts to old
pecple in hospital and arrived by air with Santa Claus at
the children's Christmas party. Together with the
W.RAAFE, they held a Christmas party themselves and
dressed up very effectively as the “Ten Little Nigger
Boys.” The other ranks’ Christmas dinner was also a
great success, Through the kindness of the Victoria
League we had Christmas invitations for everyhody. Two
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went to a cattle station at Codnadatta, two for a water ski-
ing holiday at Barmera and two down south to
Yaukallilla. The other four had invitations from relatives
and friends in Sydney and Adelaide, and [ went to stay
with some friends up in the hills.

PDF Compressor Free Version
There are plenty of spare-fime activittes and sparts, and
some of the girls play in the W.EAAFE soft-ball team.
Tenmis, squash, swimming and sailing are all available
and we get plenty of invitations to private parties. The
real difficulty is transport; except for a somewhat erratic
train service to Adelaide, public transport is non-existent
and we are very isolated,

However, several of the WEAAFs have cars and 1ake
the girls 1o beaches or tirouph the wine-growing valleys
at weekends, and there are several boy [rends with cars.
Altogether it is a wonderful posting and [ hope many
miore members of the Corps will have the chance to
follow us.

OVERSEAS PAYMENTS

Please note that in future, all
payments for subscriptions, postage
and memorabilia will only be accepted
in Sterling. Please ask your bank for a
Money Order or Sterling Cheque.

We regret to have to impose this
restriction, but due to the vagaries of
exchange rates, the majority of
overseas payments fall significantly
short of the amount due.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
REMINDERS

Are you an annual member? If so, your
membearship runs out at the end of
September. If you belong to a geographical
Branch, please you're your Secrefary or
Treasurer your subscription renewal in good
time. If you belong to Headquarters Branch
then you must send your subscription directly
to WRAC Association, AGC Centre, Worthy
Down, Winchester 5021 2RG.

Cheques should be made payabie to WRAC
Association and arrive as soon as possible
after 1 Oclober.

it is very important that you renew your
membership in good time, If you leave it too
late, you will not receive your Lioness at the
right time and it will cost more in money and
time to update your mambership records
accordingly and io post oul your Lioness,

PLEASE HELP US TO ENSURE YOUR
MEMBERSHIP IS KEPT UP TO DATE

PS Why not become a Life Member and
then you will not need to worry about
renewing your subscription each year? A
bargain at £50. Why not ask your family
and friends to club together and buy it for
your Christmas or Birthday?

WRAC ASSOCIATION FLEECES

The WRAC Asscclation now has a stock of dark graan
Fruit of the Loom fleeces embroidared with the
Association badge on the left side. Wa now hawve tham
again in all sizes but if you are unsura, please check
first. The ones laft from the origingl batch are wery
gananus bul the new ones are mare raalistic, Il you
are in any doubt, please ring before ptacing an order.
Each fleece cosis £25 which includes postage and
packaging

Chegues should be made payabée to
WRAC Association and seni 1o
WRALC Association, Gould House, Worthy Down, WINCHESTER 3021 2RG

It you want to check the aciual =izes before placing an crder, nng 01962 887478
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WRAC Officers’ Dining Club

LUNCHEDN AT THE STATE APARTMENTS
ROYAL Fpdd N BSivh
Li Col rv Fahy
Eaztwell, 38 Blackmore Road, Malvern, Worcs
WE14 1QT

I enclose a photograph taken at the Officers” Luncheon in
May.

It was a grand occasion but what made it really special
was meeting up again with Winifred Phillips who is now

“an In Pensioner. We both served together in 27 Indep
Coy WRAC in Episkopi, Cyprus. Winifred was a Platoon
Sergeant and | was the ESM.

Col Sue Keynolds, Win Phillips and Lt Col Gerry Fahy in
the State Apariments

Editor: Thanks fe Alison Schofeld for the following

Alison Schafield and Win Phillips

Mary Pagan, Penny Spink and Anne Camilleri
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Netty Harper, Lynne Davies, Wendy le Gassick and Brig
Gael Ramsey

Frances West, Leona Jones and Monica Jones

And thanks to Colonel Nan Kobertzon for these fivo:

The three ages of Nan!
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These three ladies "span” my career. From fght to beft Ann
Paget | knew when [ was a L/Cpl = Sgt from 1955 = 1958
Barbara Harris and [ were Officer Cadets together in 1960
and Lymne Davies was an Officer Cadet when [ served at
the WRAC College in 1974, Lynne was also present when |
refired from the WRAC as Commandant of the WRAC
Centre and | was flown away in a hot air balloon!

L-R: Debbie Conpland, Sue Donovan and Vivien Brighton

WRAC OFFICERS® DINNER ON 20 NOVEMBER
2010

The WERAC Officers” Dining Club will meet once again at
the Victory Services Clul in London on Saturday 20
Movember 2010, I vou are already a member of the Dining
Chib, vou will receive an individual application form.

If vou did serve as an officer and vou are not a member,
pleaze ring the General Secretary on 01962 887570 for
more information. PLEASE come along = you must
know by now that these occasions have been very
successful and they are most enjoyable; why else do
people keep coming back vear after year?

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A MEMBER?

Tha WRAL Association now has
bagges 1o danole: kow long you have
been @ mambes of the Associadion
The badges are based on a plain
wersion of the Assotmtion badge and
the gilver one is for 25 vears
mambership and the gold coloured
one 5 1or 40 years meambership

You Gan by thi badges from WHAL
Agsociabion M at Worthy Down, Tha
sliver colowred ones are £3 and the
godd coloured ones ans £4. Chequas
showld be made payable to “WRALC
Azsociation”,




WRAC Dinner Club

WRAC IMNNER CLUBE 10 OCTOBER 2009
PHFICHthPressdPFree Version

[t all started at the WRAC Association Grand Keunion
which was held at the Norbreck Castle Hotel in
Blackponl in March 2009. 1 met up with friends from the
pist and one in particular suggested that | become a
member of the WRAC Dinner Club. The thought had
never crossed my mind before so | thought why not give
it & go. My friend Leona and [ decided o attend the
function weether. We programmed the Post Code inio
the ever rellant Tom Tom and hey presto, it took us four
miles the wrong side of Solithull. After a quick phone call
o the 50 John's Hotel, Tom Tom was reprogrammed and
we arrived around 1pm; not bad considering we set off at
llam and only had a 65 mile trip.

On arrival at the hotel, we were issued with our
entertainment pack, We checked inte our rooms then set
off intg Solihull Town Centre to catch the last few hours
shopping, Amyway nol fo bore vou with our shopping
saga, we eventually got back to the hotel with just
enough time left to get ready.

Pre-Dinner drinks were at 6pm in the Brueton Bar and
this was where you started to get the feel that a good
night was ahout to unfold, As you can see from thiz
picture, there was obviously a fire sale at a respectable
clothing shop somewhere in England because all three
ladies are wearing the same blouse:

L-K: Wedl ‘Fred” Sleightholme, Leona Goffin and Krysio
Syiwicki mée Asher warming up their teeth during the pre-
dinner drinks

The call to dinper was sounded and everyone made their
way into the Brueton Suite function ball, The tables were
beautifully decorated courtesy of the Dinner Club
committes = thank you, ladies. The formalities were
completed and everyone sat down o dinner.
Conversation fowed, jokes were shared and people
slarted (o reminisce aboul the good old days. The food
arrived and [ think I can speak on behalf of evervone
when [ zay it was well presented, plentiful and very, very
tasty. The waiting on’ staff did a magnificent job and [
witild like to zay a heartfelt thank vou for making the
evening go by without a hitch.

After dinner entertainment consisted of a disco and a
hushand and wife singing duo who were absolutely
cracking, They played contemporary, golden oldies and
the Tina Turner rendition was out of this world. What
can 1 say? I think [ danced out of the function room about
0130 | danced my way along the corridor, up the stairs,
into my room and into bed and alept for NATO.

The following morning Leona and T made our way to
breakfazt, Wow! The breakfast room was bussing with
chatty ladie=, [ knew that if the meal from the previous
night was anvthing to go by, breakfast would be the same
and [ wasn't disappointed. Help yourself to a full Englizh
or for the more health conacious, why not trv a selection
of fruit, voghurt or granary bread rolls? Tea, coffee and a
variety of fruit juices were also available. 1 would have
gone back for seconds but [ was rather full after firsts.

After breakfast, Leona and 1 said our goodbyes, The car

was packed and we set off on our 85 mile journey to
good old Derbyshire.
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All im all, a rather full on but really fantastic and
extremely enjovable night. 1 would like to take this
opportunity and zay a big thank vou to the WHEAC Dinner
Club committee; Lady Val Kemball, Carrole Montessori-
Gorman, Kathy Elis, Vee Moore, Jackie Walton, Carole

Decles, Joyoe Mmooy ot B 0 version

So come on all you youngies especially those who joined
the WRAC in the late 70s/early 80s. Why not fill out the
WRAC Dinner Club application form in the middle of this
magazine and send it off? Go on, give it a try and if you
can't make the WRAC Dinner Club weekend (which is
held annually}, think about coming to the WRAC Grand
Eeunion. Held every three years, the next will be in
Bristol in March 2012, These functions may not be
around for ever - 50 — go on — give them your support!

DONATIONS

Did you know that you can sand a donation to
the Association at any time? We ara often
asked if this is possible and the answer is,
*¥es, of course it is.” Many branches send us
donations in memaory of members who have
sadly passad away but It is possible to make
a donation at any time for whatever reason.
You can specily whether you want your
donation to go to the main Association
account — please make cheques payable to
WRAC Association — or, if you want it to go to
the ATS & WRAC Benevolent Fund then
make your cheque payabla to ATS & WRAC
Bensvolant Fund. It is important that you do
make oul your cheque to the right account.

Whatever you decide to do, PLEASE make
sura that we have a Gift Aid form from you, §
you pay tax, the funds can reclaim the tax and
it adds o the donation you have made without
it costing you any mare,

A Gift Aid form has been printed on the back
of the camier sheet which had your name and
address on it. If you have made a donation in
the past, and you have nol sent us one
bafore, please complate it now.

If you have never sent us a donation, perhaps
you would be kind enough to think about it
now and send it in with the Gift Aid form.,

Even il you are not thinking of making a

| donation now, why not fill in the form anyway
and send it back. We will file it and have it io
hand if you should be kind anough to make
any donations in the future, You will not have
to look out the form and we can reclaim the
tax!

JUST TO MAKE YOU SMILE

Why does the sun lighten our hair but darken
our skin?

Why do people order double cheeseburgers,
large fries and then insist on diet Coke?

Why do we leave our cars worth thousands of
pounds on the driveway and put our useless
junk in the garage?

Why can't women put on mascara with thair
maouth closed?

Why don't you ever see the headline 'Psychic
Wins Lottery'?

Why i=s ‘abbreviated’ such a long word?

Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic
called the rush hour?

Why isn't there mouse-flavoured cat food™
Why don't shaep shrink when it rains?

You know that indestructible black box that is
used on planes? Why don’t they make the
whole plane out of the same stuff?

------------------------------------------------

HAVE YOU MOVED RECENTLY
OR ARE YOU ABOUT TO MOVE?

PLEASE let us have your new address as spon 85 you
can and help us to reduce the number of Lioness
magazines which are relurned undefivened.

0 L MBI i aciancien § s A ) s i skt Lot o

InMlaks........conirieiin !

First Ine and post code of okl address

-

Mew address:

Send ta:
WRAL Associalion, AGT Cenire, Warthy Down,
WINCHESTER 5021 2RG

= =

O W O OE W momww

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh



Reunions

ATS DINNER CLUB LUNCHEON - 19 MAY 2010

W/ATSFIN BémapmessonedirGoiVorsion

The ATS Dinner Club Luncheon was held at the Victory
Services Club and was attended by 58 members and two
guests. The event was a very happy occasion led by Joy
Balmain, Chairman, with Lady Mary Crofton, Vice
Fresident, We were pleased that our Patron, Brigadier
Anne Field was able to join ua

The General Secretary with foy Balmain and Lady Mary
Crafton. Thanks to Jean Taylor for the photograph

The guest speaker was Major Jane Freebairn standing in
for Major Gabi Shanahan who was indisposed at the last
minute, Major Freebairn spoke about the worls of the ATS
and WRAC Benevolent Fund which was very interesting,

The raffle was very suceessiul and raised 2106 for the
club funds. Added to donations previcusly received, the
funds are in good shape for the S0th Anniversary in 2001
and the autumn break in Seplember/Cetober this vear,
The highlight of the latter will be a visit to the Boyal
Signals Muzeum at Blandford where we particularhy want
to 2ee the Women at War exhibition,

COURSE 51 PLUS REPS FROM 49, 50 AND 51!
Editor: A composile effort from three of those who attended
the abore rexnion! Thanks lo Swe-Grrenville-Tones for the
Pholograpd.

Barbara Crabbe née Rowhottom's story

April 13th 2000 found me cleaning round bath taps with a
toothbrush, taking me back 40 years to the day when
Course 31 was commizsioned from the WRAC Collepe
Camberiey. Why was [ cleaning round bath taps with a
toothbrugh? Had [ got OCD? No - Sgt Maj Agnes Doig
waz coming to stay for the reunion weekend!

After commissioning [ was posted to Guildford 2 Coy

training recruitz. Met my husband, then posted (o School
of Electrical & Mechanical Engineering. Bordon, Did
everything from OIC Football to defending on Courts
Mariial. Left on pregonancy of frst deughter and followed
the fag bearing teo more daughiers in foreien Gelds,
well — not literally! All this time, our course kept in
contect and we often managed to meet up. Using all
those skills in cleaning etc learnt at Cadet Wing on
moving quarters, wives clubs, quarter visiting etc. Sue
Hatton and I also pioneered the WRAC retreads at the
beginning of the First Gulf War when we found ourselves
doing RO Staff jobs at HQ 1st British Corps = even
though we were not gualified in vears of service Lo do so.
We were called Dependants in Liew of UK based
Civilians. | am afraid that [ used power dressing and the
Elizabethan mantra of, “l may look like a female civilian
but I have the heart and soul of a WRAC Officer”, to hide
that the only sort of staff work 1 had ever done was to
compose sick notes for the daughters!

Then back to UK and much to my and my husbamd's
surprise, one of our davghilers joined the Army and
appeared on “Guns & Boses “about the grls al Sandhurst.
Horrible at Sandhust; all that running and digging
trenches and being horribly fit. S0 much nicer at
Camberley - the flower arranging classes have stood me
in good stead over the vears and saved Messes hundreds
of pounds. [ have always managed to stay in touch with
oy course and, with our seniors and juniors, ave
managed several reunions. I am very proud to be part of
an incredible bunch of women some of whom seem Lo
have hardly changed! Certainly if T took my specs off after
a couple of glasses of wine we looked exactly the same.

Pippa Jarman adds her comments aboutl “spit and
polish”

I blame my Officer Cadet Training at the WRAC College
for my OCI?} too! Room Inspection necessitated the
following in addition to normal..... (normal???!D cleaning:

Take out each window lowste (there were MANYT) to
clean frames & glass; replace.

Crawl on knees to scrape any polish lumps from lino
floor with razor blade before re-polish & buff.

Shine taps, stuff cotton-wool up to prevent drips into
bagin; dry basin and polish plughole.

Make up bed in military 'square’ fashion then dust bed
springs,

Meticulously lay all above on bed in accordance with
Queens Begs.

Wash, Starch, Iron, Fold! Wash, Starch, Iron, Fold! Wash,
Starch, Iron, Fold! Wash, Starch, Iron, Fold! Wash,
Starch, Iron, Fold!

‘Bull’ shoes to mirror shine (clean and polish under sole
too) = (don't use Seel’ in case it rains...... blue puddies!
Sleep in corridor ndght before Inspection!

One blessing? Stav-brite buttons!
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Sue Grenville-Jones tells about the Reunion
weekend itself!

hugidht

Carrie Blanch PR Fy&smg tesso birdleYenrsion
Rice being fifty per cent of Course 50 were thrilled and
henoured to be invited by our juniors, Course 51, to
attend their reunion lunch celebrating 40 vears since
their commissioning in April 1970, We have all been
attending re-unions held by senior and junior courses
over the years, but this fortieth one was to be very
special imdeed, Ba Crabbe, née Bowbottom had once
again agreed to be our hostess at her lovely home near
Winchester. She and her husband Freddie had the house
extended a litthe while ago and we're not sure whether it
was [o accommodate ber increasing family or the influx
of WRAC Mends who they put up on these occasions!
They are lamous for their penerous hospitality and for
Ba's superlative catering, The lunch was superh, That
and being surrounded by lifelong ends makes a
winning combination. We have a great deal to thank the
WRAL for. the most important of which has been the
comradeship that we have shared over the past 40 vears
OF Mre.

Another special reazon for attending was the presence of
our Cadet Wing CSM, Agnes Doig, who has become a
legend in her own life time. She had earned our respect
as a firm but kind sergeant major at Cadet Wing and
since then we have delighted in her company at a
number of reunions over the vears, We still hesitate
before calling her Agnes, as Miss Doig or Ma'am springs
more readily to our ips. Mind you, she still remembers
us a5 Miss... She joins inwith all our remingscing and a
reunion would not be the same without her.

Standing [-R: Sue Hatton née Stewart, Cathy Ranford née
Lewis, Rosemary fane née Scoffham, DN Liovd-Tones née
Kinckin, Bobbi Hooker née Barrett, Sue MeCulloch née
Kavanagh, Bobbi Chilton nde Ridley, Sue Grenville-fones
née Kice

Sitting L-R: Mary Thomas née Rosser, Carrie Blanch née
Syhes, Ba Crabbe née Rowbottom, Kuth MacCauley née
Henderson, Agnes Deig (30 next funel), Marvanne Ritchie
née Linklater

a2

GRAND REUNION MARCH 2012

The next Grand Beunion will be held in Bristol at the
Marriott City Centre Hotel. It will be held from Friday
23 to Sunday 25 March 2012,

The cuthine format will be;

Friday Afternoon; Arrival

Friday Evening; Buffet Supper

Saturday Affernoon; AGM

Saturday Evening; Gala Dinner

Sunday Morning; Church Service and Parcade

As usual, there wall be opportunities o buy Grand Draw
tickers, memorabilia and to take part in other fund -
raigsing activities, Further details will be published in the
next Liokess but, in the meantime, put the dates in vour
forward planner and start saving!

l'o commemorate her G9th Birthday, actress/vocalist,
Julie Andrews made o special appearance at
Manhattan's Badio City Music Hall for the benefit of
the AARE One of the musical numbers she
perforined was My Favourite Things’ from the
legendary movie “The Soumd Of Music’. Here are the
yrics ghe used:

(=ing TEl) I vou sing i, iU espechilly hysterical®

Btz awrd mose dvohs cad needles e kailting,
Walkers and handrails and mew dental fifings,
Bundies of mapanines Hed wp i ziring,
These are a few af my fovewrile things

Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and plosses
Polident and Fivodond and folse teeth in plosses,
Pricemakers, polf carts and porches uiifh swings

These gre g foue of my favourite things

When the pipes leak, when the bones creak,
When the Bueces g bad,
I simiply vemeember my favonrite Hivgs,
And thes § don't feel 5o boa

Haot fea gnd crumpels and corm pads for butons,
Moo sy ot food or foed cooked with omons,
Bathrohes and heabing pads and kot meals teey brrmg,
These are a few of my favowriie Shings.

Rack furin, comfused brooas g BO meed _.I'i.l.l' SpiatEn

Thim bones and frachures and hoir thiet s S,

And we wont mention our short shranken frames,
When we resmawcher our frosrsie Bhimgs,

When the fofuls acke, when the kijs break
Wien Hhe eves grow dim,
1hen | resmember the great life e had,
A Hloem I dfom ¥ Feel 5o bad,

Mz, Andrews recetverl a standing ovation froon the
crowd that Insted over four mimutes and had o give
repeated encores,

Submitted by Jern Baxeley and Alice Matthews
via the Internet!



Letters to the Editor

LY &N ersion
L Enel Honse, Meadle, Avlesbiry, Bucks HPLT OUL

Dieag Ealitoe,

Thamk you very much for sending my father the copy of
Ldoness 173000 with the srticls about my mother. He was
hath roichisd and delighted toosee i and 0 owill pEmain si
impriant part of ny mothes’s memarzbilia:

| theight thaf you might like
o lenoy that [ recelved a leter
iroiny, Mrs Mavis Ash e
Bompell Mow i her #®ih year,
=hie wits al Kipoo fromm 1541
1945, She was i Drfll Sergeant
anel in cherge of the Oificers’
Mizss mi Harper and Deverell
Harmecks, She says that,
althoueh she doesn’
e my mather, she
st have known her &5 she
certuinly reenembers the fire -
and ahe definiely remembers
‘Biauty’ the Red Seter! |
really didn't expect to herr
lrom amyone sa her letier was
it veEry plensanl surprse.
Thimk ¥ou ance again for
piving the tmie and space W my mother's siory.

The wellreinmmbored

Revniy!

4 IND COY WRAC, FARELF
WABHEET Mrs Jean 5 MoKenna née Gammie
20 Kenelworth Boad, Ashiord, Kent TWIH 3EP

Dienr Editor,

What a jov 1o see the photograph of 4 Ind Coy WERAL,
FARELYF. Whai memories it brought back io me of my time
there Hi the early 18950, [ was a Corporal in the Company
(iffices for a good couple of years,

I plazred 4 Iof of oethall = yes, imeall thot beat pod [ really
enjoyed my service ol there, | am trying o remember
names but sad bo say the old beain won't come out with
them. But | can sit here and plainy see the young taces of
the girls | was with, [ do remember Miriam Perrio who
wis our company driver. She came from the Channel
lalands and returned there o get marred. [ marvied a
sailor out east and came back iy lafe 1954

1015T BIRTHDAY PHOTOGRAPH
Miss Charlotte Lawrenoe
21 Orchard Gardens, Ipywich Boad, Colchester, Essex COM (KB

[ear Editor,

T your letter o mee of 17 March vou kindly mentioped getting a photograph of me for the nest issue of the
Lipwess, in respect of my 1018t birthday, Herewith, [ think it flatters me a bit but my friends say not!
Editor: We all agree! | had s very pleasant day with bots of nice cards from ex colleagues that [ hove served

with,

1 trust all s well with yoo and | look forward 1o the next BBsoue of the Livnest

AND ANOTHER ABOUT 4 IND COY
W /EARIEE Mrs Pepgy Sorley née Apps
21 Clayponids Koad, Bishops Waltham, Southampton
S032 18H

With reference o the griicle and photograph in Liceess
1/2000, 1 am the Peggy Apps who Madge Evang
remembers from 4 Ind Coy WRAC, FARELE

Mudge, | think you are the girl who came to my room
witly an article [fom an old Mestratnd Weekly mgazioe
dated 25 April 1953, It contained & double page sproad
about my home town of Bishops Waltham which dutes
back to the eleventh century, The article described
Bizghops Waltham as “The town that is dying - the
shops and businesses are closing down and no-one can
stop it”, Well, | am very happy to say that the town s
thriving with excellent shops in the High Street and an
evergrowing population, The reporier apparently chose
to visit on 8 Wednesday afternoon: half day closing so
theré wais hardly anyone about,

A vear or so ago, Dwent with Southampion Branch (o
the National Memoriegl Arboretum in Alrewas, We
visited the Far East section and were given a 1alk about
the Japanese occupation inchuding Singapore, My legs
wire killing me a5 we had walked o long way and 1 gat
down on g sent in & lych gate nearby. Imagine my
Teelings when the gulde told g2 that the lvch gats had
been brought all the way from our litle chorch in
Tanghin and thit some of the wood from which it was
mizde had come from Changi Prison.

I wonder if anyone remembers our old camp dog? e
forgotten his name, He was pot over fiendly and did
not ke to be hissed over but he liked o sccompany us
o Chureh on Sundays and to the cinema where he
winld sit, quite-content, in the aisle until we had 1o
fesive,

My evesight & ool very good so it is difficalf o
recognise anyone on the phobo. [Emight be me Gth
along on the second row because of the halr and tam -

1 did owerdo the sunbathing, On the other hand, [ could
I the 12th mlong &= thist was how [ used (o wear my
hat! Janet Unsted is at the beft hund end of the back row
anil next 1o her = someone called Mary - we all three
went to Singapore on HMT Franconia in 1952, Janet and
| wre &4l i touch and Mary marcied a sailor from HMS

Terror,
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Poems

PDF Coilijit¥s$or Free Version

Be glad you couklld see your face change with age
As years made & ravage,
Had you had poor sight
And dim grew the light
As both eves lost lustre
With cataracts growing in a cluster.
Then magical day came
To see waus the gim,
What a terrible shock 1 received
To see this old lady, all ravaged and aged.
Handz wrinkled and brown
Garey hair hanging down,
I'd grown old overnighi
On recovering my sight.
Od age did not come slowly Lo me,
But suddenly pounced - and I'm sure P'm not me!

Submitted by W/ATT020 Deb Horne née Burgoyne
in response o the poesm sent in by Mrs HE
Forrester which was publizshed on Liowess 1/2010
page T4, Mrs Burgovne recommends catarpet
operations bil be prepared for the initial shock!

WHAT 15 A FRIEND?

A friend is such a precious gift
One who's always there
When times of tribulation
Seem impossible to bear,

A friend will always keep in touch
In any single way
By telephone or by letter
O by visiting some day.

It's often wery Hard o find
A penaine troe friend
Whae'll always stick right by your side
Uniil the very end.

But once they're found, thev'll prove to be
A good and valuable gem
Theyl always strive to be honest
Mo matter where or when.

It's true there may be differences
That arise at times and vel
Friendship means forgiving

And trying to forget.

50 those with true friends - keep them
Dron't et them drift sway
Leét them know they're cared fir
Each hour, each year, each day

Submitted by Avril Williams, Secretary Cambridge
Branch

Mantilda was o VAD
Who always banged 1o go o sea
And therefore to attain this end
She begged the Admiralty to send
Her off i any kind of craft
*Cruiser, TH or Armed Boft™.

Al length the First Sca Lord heard her plea
And so appointed her o sen
In' HMS IMMEDIATE
A battbeship of recent date
l:}fnmrhr thirty thousand tons

CNOrMTHIOS EUns.

Sop an her smartest frock
She joined fhe ship when stll in dock.
Thit afternoon af half post three
The ship snd crew went off o sea.
It did ot take her long to find
Her pair of sea 1. ficver mind),

She hat been ane hour aflost
Before she called the Ship a Boat!

The Eapiain when he overheard

The use of this distressing word

Fell faimting on the quarter deck
And pearly broke his bloody neck,

The bosun and the wardroom cat
Fled shrieking to the after fist
And o appalling was his fright

That in the morn his haoir was white.

They say a sergrant of Marines
Crave severnl really piercing screnms
And never allerwards did he

Enjoy his full mentalin

The sailors wh were make-and-mending
Behaved in manner guite heartrending
While several for a fact [ lnow
Crot MCF and MCO*

While one was heard to 2ob “0Oh Lord”
And gently glithered overboard
A thing that's seldom done ot sea

Exvepl n grave emergency

At lengrth when order wis restored
They wirelessed 1o the First Sea Lord
Who, quite by chance, was af Whitehinll

And promptly ordered her recall,

In future said the Admiralty
Mo VAT shall go to el

MCF Morbus Cordis Funchionalis and Morbus Cordis
Chrgamicnus are respechively finchional and orgaisis
diseases aof the heart!

Submitted by Carol Ederle who found it amongst her
mother's possessions, The original was obvioushy
created by using a typesTiter {remember them?) on g
very thin sheet of foolecap pager.



Obituaries — their final salute

W/104263 MAY BARBARA WHITEHEAD
PDF Compressor Free Version

May Whitehead, who served in the ATS from 24 April
1942 to 23 May 1946, passed away on 23 January 2010
aged 87 years. She did her training in Lancaster ‘C2 Coy
Manchester Group and was posted to the Roval Army
Pay Corps. After her demaob she resumed her career in
Public Service and also taught shorthand and clerical
skills at her local college in Manchester.

Moy repularly attended the Bemembrance Day parades
and services held at the Royal Albert Hall and very
proudly laid the wreath at the Cenotaph on occagions.
She was also a member of the ATS Dinner Club, where
she enjoved meeting up with old friends and making new
ones. She boved doing that. May will be sadly missed by
her friends in the Rochdale Branch.

W/447457 CHRISTINE MARSHALL 1952-25
FEERRUARY 2010

Christine Marshall (Chrissie) was born and grew up in
the Halifax area of West Yorkshire. Joining the WEAC in
1474, she trained initially with the R Signals at Catterick
but then reallocated to become a driver and served at
Guildford before being posted to 68 Sgn RCT, HOQ BAOE,

In 1976 Chrissie also met Elsine (Dryvlan) with whom she
zef up home in West Yorkshire after leaving the Corps in
1978, They joined the TA in the newly formed 288 Mov
Con 3qn RCTIV) based at Preston and Chrissie was a
S5t when she decided o retire from military life. The
[riendships Chrissie made at both 68 Sgn and in the TA
endured and, over the years, there were numerous
parties, BEBLs and special events to be attended. It was
Chrizgzsie who organised a buskoad of us (o attend the final
WRAC band concert in Guildford in 1992, We all enjoyed
the concert and then managed to round the night off in
the Sgts Mess at the WRAC Centre.

As we all started to reach milestone birthdays we took to
hiring a large bunk barn in the Yorkshire Dales that
coubd accommaodate the whole ‘gang’ along with the
assorted dogs that had become part of peoples lives. At
any gathering Chrissie was alwayvs in the 'thick’ of it
clutching either a Tia Maria & Coke or a Gin & Tonic.
She always ensured that everyvone had a good time and
could always be refied upon to drink more than her share
in order to spare everyone elze's liver,
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Sn Coultas, Elatne Parkin (Diant, Lymn Finnawore
(Zorra), Karen Greenbank, Mel Southeombe-Tale (Ten
Bob Eyes}, Jeannie Wilkinson, Carel Southeombe-Tale,
Carod Geddes, Chrissie Marshall, Lin Clark (Graveldead),
Dk Lowes, Jackie Morley & Tom Movrlew Missing from this
Biciure ave Paulive Rimmier (Fred) and Nicki Selwood =
who came o the barn buld lef? early on Bhis eccasion, They
are wow Hoing and working in New Zealand,

When Chrissie left the WRAC, she worked for a number
of vears for Sunblest Bakeriea in the transport offices.
She then ran her own shop before joining the Ambulance
Service in the earty 1990, In the Control Room Chrissie
had finally found a job that she really enjoyed and that
enabled her to work as part of a team. She worked her
way to become first an Emergency Dispatcher and then a
Team Leader based initially at Birkenshaw, followed by a
move to Wakefield and then on to York.

In 2008, Chrissie was diagnosed with Wegeners

Vasculitis — a rare condition but one, which it was hoped,
could be controlled with medication. Unfortunately, it
was not to be but many of the Barn Gang, other frends
and family were able to be with her on the day before she
died. A Humanist funcral was held at Elland
Crematorium on 5 March and, during the service and at
the wake afterwards, many tributes were paid to Chrissie
which helped us all o remember and celebrate the huge
impact her fendship had had on all of us.

WAAT200 Melanie Southcombe-Tate
E mail: melandcaroll @hotmail.com

DOROTHY MAY McFALL JUNE 1944 -
JANUARY 2010

One of life's characters, Dorothy May McFall, joined the
WEAL from her home city of Liverpool in 1966, After
training as a stewardess, she was posted to the WRAC
College in Camberley during which time promation
quickly followed before she was promoted to Sgt and
posted to Singapore as the Sgts Mess Caterer, After
Singapore she transferred to the admin role and served
with a variety of units in UK, BADR and Hong Kong.

| briefly met Dorothy in Dilsseldorf in 1975, The next
time we met was at the WRAC Centre in 1978 when she
was posted in as CSM of No 2 Trg Coy and | was a
training Sgt with No 1 Coy. Dorothy was extremely
competitive and, while she would enjoy lots of friendly
banter with all the permanent staff of HQ Coy and H&ED
Coy, she would only tolerate us mere mortals in 1 Trg
Cov as she did not wish to be seen “fraternizing with the
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enefmy”. She would often give the training Sgts m 1 Trg
Coy the "cold and grumpy CEM ireatment” but her
vilification of anything and everything Yellow” waz
accepted by all in the spicit in which it was intended.
Guick witted, entertaining and blessed with a delightful
sense of humour, Dorothy had this amazing knack of
being able to keep a stern and straight face especially
after telling a joke or coming out with a cracking ‘one
liner' which would often get those individuals who just
happened to be in her company or within earshot into
trouble for not being able to suppress their laughter,
There was many an occasion when she would walk into
the Sgts Mess wearing & wig, dressed as a nun, or in
white tennis kit complete with racquet and impersonating
“Hillie Jean King.” These hilarious antics resulted in much
laughter and enjoyment for all mess members. [ am
confident that [ can speak for a large number of people
who found this tour in Guildford in the late seventies to
be a most enjoyable and memorable experience and
where many lifelong friendships were formed.

Darothy reached the pinnacle of her career in 1934 when
she was promotbed to W01 (BSM) and posted frst to 29
Cov WRAC in Eheindahlen followed by her penultimate
tour as RSM at the WRAC Centre, [ know that she
enjoved both these tours immensely. As a fanatical and
devout supporter of Liverpool Football Club, she was
terribly biased, Whether as PMC or ESM, she would
insist that “You'll Mever Walk Alone™ was played towards
the end of each mess function - it became her anthem.

Dorothy left the Army in 1989 and enjoved a short break
from work before resuming her travels once again when
she found emplovment as a Matron in two boarding
schoaols for bovs first in Cambridgeshire and then in
Worcestershire, A post ag the Senior Matron at the
Morland College in Berkshire followed; this world
famous organisation provides expert training in child
care and produces the créme de la créme of British
Nannies for the Home and [nternational market. Her
next appointment was again as a Senior Matron but this
time at an all girls Finishing School in Switzerland; we
often joked that this was about 40 vears too late! She



eventually retired from full time employment and moved
to Blackpool in 2001 to be close to friends and family in
the North West,

Dorothy died at her home on 19 Jan 10. Her funeral on 2
Feb 10 was attPid Goanpréyserdires Mdrsion
friends who had travelled from all over the country to
pay their last respects. As some of her friends had been
unable to attend her funeral, it was decided that a
celebraton of Dorothy's Tife would be held in her
adopted home town on the weelend starting 25 Tun 190
which would have been her 64th birthday, It was a
glorious and enjoyable three days filled with much
laiighter as we reminizced about the good times she had
shared with everyone.

A kinder or more loyal friend would be hard to imagine.
Requiescat in Pace, Dorothy and on behalf of everyone
who knew, admired or loved vou — thanks for the
Memories.

Major Kath Kay

NORAH WADSWORTH NEE TYNAN

Norah Wadsworth, née Tynan sadly died on 10th March
2010, She jodned the Canterbury Branch in the late 1990s
having moved to Birchington in Kent. She and her
husband Graham met Lt Col Angela Cobb, the Viee
President of our Branch, and she was very quickly
brought along  one of our meetings where she became
a most popular member with her fascinating stories of
her life and service,

Morah was called up and joined the ATS where her
exceptional organising ability and drive gained her rapid
promotion. In 1945 she was on Field Marghall
Montgomery's staff in Berlin, In the following year she
was promaoted to Junior Commander and in 1947, at the
age of 23, she became a Senior Commander ATS, While
serving in Germany she met Graham Wadsworth, a
Captain in the special Airborne Reconnaissance
Regiment of the Airborne Division.

Ciraham had fought with great distinction in the Battle of
Arnhem, for which he was awarded the American Bronze
star by the Supreme Allied Commander, General
Eisenhower, Later he added to his wounds with the loss
of an eye during the liberation of Norway in 1945, In

Berlin the shy Graham bribed the Officers’ Mess
handleader to play a tune called Laura (as near as he
could get to Norah) whenever Norah appeared, Having
plucked up courage to introduce himself he didn't waste
time and that same day he asked her to lunch, a coclotail
party and dinner, proposed marriage and was accepted!

Following their marriage and demob in 1947 Graham
joined the Colonial Service and became a District
Commissioner in the Gold Coast now Ghana in West
Africa where they remained until Independence. Later,
and back in England, Norah became involeed in the
London fashion world and in 1964 with Sheila Howes,
orpened their first fashion shop which eventually became
the Sheila Worth chain, There is only a hmited
opportunity here to sketch a litlle of Morah's amazing life
and of the family whom she adored.

Novah with Canterbury Branch

On the day that the Memorial to Women was unveiled in
Whitehall in London, Morah was with the group and
proved to be extremely adept at summoning taxis with an
elegant wave of her hand and anyway who could make
these veterans pay a fare? She was a much loved lady, a
great racontense and someone whose stoical character
was well fitted to the very varied life she led.

Canterbury members will always remember the elegant
lady who had time for evervone and was such a generous
and loyal friend.

Mrs Eate MeGregor, Area Chairman of South East Area
and Chairman of Canterbury Branch

MRS EDNA QUINLAN NEE CHESTER

Edna Quinlan joined the ATS at the start of the Second
World War, She was called up for National Service to
Guildford and soon became Junior Commander Edna
Chester, serving in Liverpool, Maidenhead, Oswestry,
Bodmin, and many other places in the UK. She marched
in the Victory Parade on & June 1946 and | have inherited
her programme of the event.

In 1948, Edna was posted to Berlin and commanded the
WRAC during the Berlin Blockade. There she met and
subsequently married the Reverend Dermaot Guinlan,
Chaplain to the Forces, originally from Cavan, [reland,
Together they lived in some 20 houses during their
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service life including the Chaplain's House at the Boyal
Military Academy at Sandhurst, Seremban in Malaya and
Aldershot. Dermaot retired after 22 years service and they
settled into a full parish life in Leicestershire; firstly in
Barwell and then in Billesdon. They retired to
Uppingham iiP)#a@émipFessor Free Version

Edna had twin daughters Brigid and Shelagh, who both
held Short Service Commissions in the WRAC for & and
6 vears respectvely.

Edna had a huge range of dear and close friends over the
vears, from all walks of life and consequently a Christmas
Card list without equal. She kept in touch with many of
her Army frends, particularly those who served in
Berlin. She died on 29 April 2009, aged 88, at the
Manormiead Care Home in Hindhead, just as Berlin was
celebrating 60 vears since the Blockade.,

Brigid Simmonds OBE
17a Chartfield Avenue, Putney, London SW15 6DX

COLONEL BARBARA LAVERACK MBE 30
SEPTEMBER 1924 - 28 MARCH 2010

Colonel Barbara Laverack was born in Cairo on 30
September 1924 into an Army family: her father served
throughout his career with Duke of Wellimgton's
Regiment eventually being commissioned and serving as
the repimental Quartermaster. His family invariably
accompanied him wherever he was posted and settled in
Leeds when he left the Army. Barbara’s brother, Eobert,
served throughout WWII and survived the whole of the
Italian campaign only to be killed in Germany dealing
with mines in July 1945: a grievous loss to the family.

Although Barbara wanted o join up, her parents deterred
her and when “call up™ came, none of the three services
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could take her, However, in May 1945, she became
secretary to the Deputy Controller NAAFT Western
Europe and spent two vears in Belgium and Germany.
Early in the 1950s, she heard through her father's
contacts that the WRAC were recruiting specialist Staff
Officers. Her previous expenence gave her just the right
gualifications and she duly applied and was accepted.
Barbara joined in June 19534, attended the three modath
staff course at the WRAC Staff College at Frimley Park
and began her career as a Staff Officer in January 1955,

A posting as Staff Captain Q) Maint in Port Said coincided
with the withdrawal and Barbara was proud to say that
she had been the last WRAC Officer to leave Egvpl A
happy tour in Cyprus followed and, on refurning o UK,
she became the S0 to General Pyman, the Deputy Chief
of the Imperial General Staff. Barbara's considerable
skills were clearly recognised as General Pyman kept her
o his staff when he was posted to Norway as CinC
ATFNORTH, Barbara was granted local rank of Major to
be his MA and was very pleased to be swarded the MBE
for her work there,

Two tours in the WRAC Directorate followed and Barbara
decided to apply for a Regular Commission to give her a
full career and wider range of employment. It must have
been somewhal daunting (o enter regimental duty at
Major level bt she faced a roller coaster of regimental
postings with resolution and humodr, Her appointment as
WSLO in her beloved native county of Yorkshire was a
welcome introduction to non-staff work, Her next
appointment a2 21C to Colonel Jane Rankin at the WRAC
Centre in Guildford was more trying and tested her drill
and marching expertise! She had to work hard to master
the parade movements and words of command required
for Passing Out Parades and she was always relieved o
refurn to the Officers’ Mess afterwards. Barbara
thoroughly enjoved her responsibilities as President of the
WRAC Staff Band and was a strong and reliable supporter
of the Band and the bandswomen. They showed their
appreciation by being much kinder to her than any other
afficer at thetr annual Chostmas entertainment!




After promotion (o Lt Col and a tour as L0 WRAC,
Barbara was promoted fo Colonel in June 1976 and
appointed as DDWRAC when the Directorate was in
Lansdowne House in Berkeley Square, Living in Putney,
she was well known for her generous hospitality.

PDF Compressor Free Version
After retivement in Seplember 1979, Col Laverack took a
great interest in and gave a lot of ime and energy o
service related organisations; President of London
Branch of the Association, Deputy Chairman of Council of
the Association and a popular and hard working member
of the Management Committee of the Victory Services
Club. In particular, she took an active interest in the
refurbishment planning. She especially enjoyed the
WEAC Officers’ Luncheons and Dinners untl] advancing
frailty and increasing deafness made it difficult. Her last
attendance was at the luncheon at the House of Commons
where the above photograph was taken. Who can forget
her triumphant arrival being wheeled, at speed, over the
cobbled courtyvard in a borrowed wheelchair?

Barbara made and, more importantly kept, fmends
throughout her career and retirement. Her Yorkshire
heritage made her robust and self reliant but she was also
a warim, generous and cheerful companion. Always
immaculate and stylish, she set a standard to which many
of us aspired but few of us achieved! Above all, she was a
true and honest friend who will indeed be sadly missed.

Brig Shirley Nield
Lt Col Janet Clements

W/52280 MARGARET ROGERS NEE SMITH

Mary Beeston on the left and Margaret Rogers on the right
af the ATS statue in Ardy Comwn'’s Studic

Margaret Rogers served in the ATS throughout the war
as a Kine Operator. After the war, when living in
Hgilsham, she joined the Hastings Branch of the
Association and in 1988 was a founder member of

Eastbourne Branch along with Lilian Penfold and Vera
Worsell. She still held the post of Chairman,/Secrelary up
until her death in April 2010,

Margaret was alzo a loyal member of the ATS Dinner
Club and was their Ticket Secretary for many vears.
However, Margaret will alzo be well remembered as the
Liaison Officer of the project resulting in the ATS Statue
at the Mational Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire.
Mary Beeston was the Fund Eaiser and, between them,
they commissioned Andy Comyn to be the sculptor and
saw the project come to fruition when the Statue was
unveiled on 15 July 2006. Margaret's full report was
printed in Lioness 1/2007.
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The ATS Statue at the Nattonal Memorial Arboratum

W/B5812 E (CHRISSIE) COWLEY

NEE HUGHES

The very sad news of Mrs Christine Cowley's (our
Chrissie) death in November 2009 came as a shock to all
her "Club” friends; especially those who were with her
over Armistice weekend. She was very much her usual
happy self and soon had the downstairs bar rocking and
rolling with her singing and dancing. Always thinking of
other people, she raised a considerable amount of money
during the weekend, both for the Victory Services Club
and the Ghurkha Welfare Fund which was a special cause
tor her. Indeed, over the years, she must have raised many
thousands for charities too numerous to mention,

Chrissie saved the Chester Branch of the Association in
the early 19708 when she acted as the Chairman and
Secretary and was an inspiration (o us all. She was



known to us as the Raffle Queen! She was alzo invobved
with the Cheshire Yeomanry, the Chester RN Association
and the local Conservative Asacciation, Chrissie was the
Secretary of the Chester KA Association for many years
as she had served as a Plotter with several anti-aircraft

groups duringPiRB@om ribssbiFree Version

Chrissie was a loveable and seifless person and all her
fricnds in this area and Wales miss her so very much.

Mrs Joan MeLellan, Chairman of Chester Branch

JANE KNIGHT NEE SANDY 10 NOVEMBER 1921
- 30 DECEMBER 2009

Jane Knight Sandy was born at Woolwich on 10th
Movember 1521 and arrived into a military family. Her
father eventually served 29 yvears with the colours,

initially in the Roval East Kent Regiment, the Buffs,
during which he had the unusual distinction of three
tours of duty in Sierra Leone, His daughter, christened
Joan Constance Sandy, was universally known as Jane
and after her mardage in 1969 became Jane Enight. In
her last vears she added her maiden name to her
surname bo become Knight Sandy.

On 27th September 1938 she heard the announcement of
the formation of the ATS and immediately cycled into
Aldershot to enlist at the drill hall and was somewhat
economical with the truth about her age. Her skillz az a
Pitman trained shorthand-typist were of great value 1o the
ATS and she became a teleprinter operator and served in
a mimber of 2mall communicaion centres across the UK
Following several promodtions, she went to OCTU in
Edinburgh and was commissioned in October 1942,

On Sunday 8th June 1944, while serving in London
District, she attended morning service at the Guards
Chapel at Wellington Barracks, A few minutes after the
service commenced, the chapel wag struck by a V1
Fiving Bomb. Londoners had come to know that when
the V1 engine suddenly became silent they had about 15
seconds to take cover. There was no chance of that in the
chapel which suffered a direct hit, killing 121 military
personnel and civilians and injuring 141. Jane was posted
as missing but had in fact been injured, dug out of the
rubble and taken home. Many years later, Jane was to
write movingly of her thoughts and fears while trapped
under the debris and of the eventual appearance of a
guardaman above her, pulling her out.

A few months later she took up new duties in Southern
Italy as part of the Bth Army. Jane became one of the first
female Signalmasters and served o a number of Boval
Signals units throughout the remainder of the Talian
campaign, Durng this Gme she saw the ruins of Monte
Casrino which left a lasting impression on her and also
came into contact with the signallers of the 8th Indian
Division with whom she formed a lasting bond.

In 1946 she resigned her commission, but continuwed in
public service a2 a member of the little known United
Mations Relief and Rehabilitation Adminiztration
(UNERA) which pre-dated the UN proper. She travelled
widely in former Axis-occupied countries assisting with
the repatriation of refugees. After three years she joined
the P&Q Steam Navigation Company with whom she
sailed the world many times on ships such as the
Strathaird and Himalaya, working her way up to become
the first female asaistant purser in the company.

Jane never forgot her experience of eight years service
and in later years, she threw herselfl wholeheartedly into
the Associations of many regiments 2he had served with
including the ATS & WRAC, Royal Signals, Indian
Sipmals and several of the regiments of Foot Guards. She
marchied gl the Cenotaph for many vears right wp wntil
2008, She was especially well known throughout the
Royal Signals Association and granted Honorary
Membership. In particular Jane supported the three
branches local to her home: Aldershat, Reading and West
London. She served on the committee of the Aldershot
Branch for almost 20 vears, latterly holding the
appointment of Vice President,



Jane Knight was very much an individual from a hardy
and resolute peneration who bved life to the full, She was
a unicgjue blend of humour, compassion and penerosity
but beneath these softer qualities was a steel core of
courage, Woughness and resilience, Above all she was
guided by herPg)don@l reswoiedipaoWarbion
country, and intense dedication and loyalty to all of the
arganisations to which she belonged over the years, Her
distinctive figure and her spirit are greatly missed by all
who knew her.

Brigadier Noel Moss
W/320066 PﬂTﬁICL;E". VIOLA WINSOME DAVIES
MORTON

My wife, Pat Davies, died on 5 March 2010 following a
series of strokes, aged 82,

Gutldford 1947, Pal s seated third from the right on the
franl row

Pat, who was born in South Wales, joined the ATS in
Pontedfract in 1945 and [ met her when she was stafioned
at the Chiel Engineer's Office, North West District,
Preston in the September. This was my first posting in
UK after 3 % vears overseas, In the November, | was
posted to Germany despite the fact that my Demob
Mumber was up prior to my return to the UK! [ was
demobbed m July 1946 and we were martied when Pat
got & 48 hour pass in 1948,

Pat had been in Selection Testing since the beginning of
1946 and had been stationed at Chester, Cardiff and
Guildford. At Cardiff she innocently introduced me to
her boss, Major Jack Peterson. She was unaware that
before the war he had fought for the Heanpweight
Boxing Championship of the World, What a sheltered life
all you girls must have led!

Pat was demobbed in 1949 having enjoved every minute
of her service i the ATS as well as making a number of
life-long friends. Unfortunately, she was a victim aof the
post-war TH outhreak and spent three years in hospital
but, like all hardy ATS girls, she never complained and
bounced back to enjoy a very full life. She qualified as a
teacher, brought up our daughter, travelled abroad
extensively, was Secretary of the local WI, helped out
with Meals on Wheels, did Reading for the Blind, was a
member of the British Legion and the Chester Branch of
Your Association,

Although | wasn't too pleased at being posted to Chester,
meeting Pat there was the best piece of luck [ have ever
had.

Mr Laurie Davies
19 Riddings Lane, Flat 3, Hartford, Northwich CWS INB

HISTORY OF THE WRAC

This booklet was written just
as the WRAC was disbanded
in 1892 and i was revised in
2008. It has 3T pages ard
contains all the essential
history of the Corps and usaful
information aboul unifarm,
employmeants, postings and
training units. It also gives all
the detalls about the Royal
connactons the Corps had,

Copies are avallable from the WRAC Associafion,
Gould House, Warthy Down, Winchestar

5021 2RG and cost just £2.50 incd p&p. Cheques
should be made payable to WRAL Aszociation,

ASSOCIATION DIARY

Assnciation diarias hava, until now,
only been availzble through
Branches, Thiz year, they are
available fo the whole mambership.
The diaries measure § inches by 3.5
inches and cosl £3.50 Including p&p.

Diaries are available from
the WRAL Association,
Gould Housa, Woaorthy Down,
Winchester 5021 2RG,
Cheques should be made
payable to WRAC
Association.

61



ANTHONY Mrs Pauline Hazel, of Weymouth on 26 Feb
2010, WRAC

BEARDSMORE Mrs Phylis M, née Pearce, of Rudeley
on 27 Feb 2010, ATS

BOWDEN MPRE formaunorsar ok ke enyatisiadbn
20 Oct 2009, ATS

BOWDEN Maj Sylvia, of Taunton on 25 Jun 2010,
WRAC

BRIDGE Mrs Margaret, née Peterson, of Liverpool on
28 Jun 2010, ATS

CALDOW Miss Ruby, of Dalbeattie on 26 Feb 2010,
WRAC

CHRISTIE Miss Jane McLean (Jean), of Aberdeen on 28
May 2010, ATS

CHRISTIE Miss Mary Jane (May), of Aberdeen on 28
Mar 2010, ATS

DAVIES Mrs Patricia, née Morton, of Hartford on 5 Mar
2010, ATS

DEAN Ms Betty, née Sykes, of Worcestershire, ATS

DRURY Mrs Lois, née Smith, of Gainsborough, in Mar
2010, ATS

DYER Mrs Maureen Susan, née Booth, of Exeter on 10
Mar 2010, WRAC

EDWARDS Mrs Lilian, née Staig, of Wilmslow onl16
May 2010, ATS

GOODMAN Miss Patricia, of Eastbourne on 12 Feb
2010, ATS

HARTLEY Mrs Kathleen Eleanor, née Blanford of
Chesham on 29 Jun 2010, ATS

HAYLER Mrs Doris, née Stow, of Liss on 6 Jan 2010,
ATS

HILL Miss Pathenia J, of Fareham on 14 Dec 2009,
WRAC

HOLLAND Mrs Anne Mary, of Weymouth on 25 Apr
2010, ATS

HOLLANDS Mrs Grace May, née Wilson, of Rochester
on 6 Apr 2010, ATS

HUNTBACH Mrs Doris, of Rochdale in Dec 2009, ATS

JEPSON Mrs Doris May, née Binns, of Sheffield on 07
Dec 2009, ATS

JONES Mrs Mora, née Cameron, of Ashby De La Zouch
on 23 Feb 2010, ATS

LAVERACK MBE Colonel Barbara May, of London on
28 Mar 2010, WRAC

LOVELL Mrs VB, née Cooper, of Bournemouth in Jul
2010, ATS

MATTHEWS Mrs Margaret, of Hereford on 24 Jun
2010, ATS

MCGREGOR Mrs Martha, née Watson, of Arbroath on
20 Jan 2010, ATS
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MITCHELL Mrs Audrey Doreen, née Williamson, of
Colwyn Bay on 29 Apr 2010, ATS

MORRIS Mrs Margaret Jane, née Dodds, of Halesowen
on 3 Feb 2010, ATS

PARSONS Lt Col CG (Kate), of Portscatho on 3 Jun
2010, WRAC

PAYNE Mrs Joan Ann, née Paxton, of Buckinghamshire
on 20 Sep 2009, ATS

POOLE-HUGHES Miss Esther Elizabeth, of Hereford
on 24 Feb 2010, ATS

RATCLIFF Miss Nellie Joan, of Eastry on 28 Dec 2009,
ATS

REID Mrs Doreen McCallum, née Holmes, of Crawley
on 12 Mar 2010, ATS

REID Mrs Brigid, née Dunne, of South Australia on 7
Jan 2010, ATS

RICHARDSON Mrs Jean, née Peters, of Maidstone in
Jan 2010, ATS

RIDDELL SHORT MTrs Lee, née Levay, of Chester on 7
May 2010, ATS

ROGERS Mrs Margaret Dumma, née Smith, of
Hailsham on 8 Apr 2010, ATS

ROOK Mrs Ada Emily, née Wing, of Biggleswade, ATS

' SACRE Miss Marjorie, of King’s Lynn on 21 Feb 2010,

ATS
SADD Mrs Doris, of Salterton on 5 Jan 2010, ATS

SANDERSON Mrs Isabel, née Bray, of Doncaster on 14
Sep 2009, ATS

SAWTER Mrs Doris, née Johnson, of Loughborough on
4 Feb 2010, ATS

SEAMAN Mrs Peggie, née Hemsley, of Bath in May
2010, ATS

SHIELS Mrs Agnes, of Clackmannanshire on 8 Jul 2010,
ATS

TAIT Mrs Beatrice, née Blakemore, of Stockport on 24
Feb 2010, ATS

TAYLOR Mrs Eva, née Turvey, of Sittingbourne in Mar
2010, ATS

WADSWORTH Mrs Norah, née Tynan, of Bristol on 10
Mar 2010, ATS

WALKER Mrs Winifred Alice, née Field/Fitzgerald, of
Hereford, ATS

WARING Mrs Ellen (Kath) née Mitchell, of Bristol on
19 Feb 2010, ATS

WEARING Mrs Emmie, née Rhodes, of Macclesfield in
Apr 2010, ATS

WHITEHEAD Miss May, of Prestwich on 23 Jan 2010,
ATS
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1. CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all those
attending and hoping that they would enjoy the new format: the
AGM at 1200 hours followed by a Buffet Lunch at 1330 hours.
This would give a further opportunity for a “mini-reunion”
between Grand Reunions. She continued by introducing her
support team:

® Lt Col Jo Young Chairman of the Executive Committee
® Colonel Audrey Smith  Chairman of the Grants Committee

® Major Jane Freebairn  General Secretary

® Major Gabi Shanahan  Benevolent Fund Case Secretary

® Mrs Denise Jaballah Chief Clerk

® Hermé Emary ‘Webmaster

The Chairman thanked the ladies from London and Greater
London Branches who had provided all the “front of house”
support. She then paid tribute to all the Branch Secretaries and
said how much their hard work and support was appreciated
not just by Association HQ but by each one of their members.
Every Secretary was part of a significant team which included
their Chairman and Treasurer and together they underpinned
the Branch network.

The Chairman outlined her programme of visits to individual
Branches and Area Reunions and emphasised how important
this contact was.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies had been received from many individuals, several
Branch Secretaries and the following members of Council: Brig
Dame Joanna Kelleher, Lt Col Lady Martha Bruce, Col EJ
Bowles, Lt Col MW Soames, Lt Col S Donovan, Lt Col MG
Fahy and Maj LI Jones.

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated in
Lioness 2/2009. No comments had been received. It was
proposed that the Chairman sign them as a true record.

Proposed: Bristol Seconded: Harrogate Unanimously agreed

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS
MINUTES

There was no business arising which would not be covered by
other Agenda items.

5. REPORT OF THE COUNCIL

The Chairman said that Council had met twice since the last
AGM: firstly in July 2009 at Worthy Down and secondly in
London at the Victory Services Club in January 2010. The main
items of interest had been:

a. Changes to membership of Council:

® Lt Col Jo Young had been elected as Vice Chairman of
Council and Chairman of the Executive Committee in July

2009. She had already begun planning the next Grand
Reunion in late March 2012. Lt Col Young would also
continue as Chairman of the Scottish Area.

® Mrs Eileen Carter, previously Area Chairman of London,
had been appointed as a Life Vice President in January 2010.

® Mrs Marie Hemmings had handed over as Chairman of
North West Area to Ms Carrole Montessori-Gorman in
March 2010. Mrs Hemmings would continue as Secretary of
Blackpool Branch.

@ Sadly, one of the Life Vice Presidents of the Association had
died on 28 June 2009. Miss Muriel Thomson had been a
member of the Association for over 60 years and a Chairman
of the Scottish Area and member of Council for many of them.

b. Branches. Barnsley had closed.

c. Appointment of Auditors. Baker Tilly UK Audit LLP had
again been appointed as Auditors.

6. FINANCIAL REPORT

The General Secretary presented the financial report in the
absence of an Honorary Treasurer. The Statement of Financial
Activities and the Balance Sheet for the year ending 31 October
2009 had been published in Lioness 1/2010 and no comments
had been received. Copies of the Annual Report were available
for members to refer to and the General Secretary reminded
them that the Unrestricted General Funds referred to the
Association funds and that the Restricted Funds were the
Benevolent Funds.

The Association Funds showed a net incoming resource of
£44,730 compared to a net incoming sum of £45,770 last year.
There had been a reduction of some 50% in voluntary income
directly attributable to a decrease in legacies. However,
Activities for generating funds brought in £33,966 compared to
no income under that heading the previous year. This amount
was the Grand Reunion gross income — before expenses had
been paid. The Association Funds had unrealised gains on the
investments of £41,172 rather than the unrealised loss of
£113,556 in the financial year ending on 31 October 2008.
Finally, the General Secretary highlighted that the carried
forward fund balance had been £518,026 — an improvement on
the £432,124 carried forward the previous year.

The Restricted Funds, i.e. the Benevolent Funds, showed net
outgoing resources of £30,240 in comparison with £25,731 the
previous year. In other words, the excess of expenditure of
income had increased by £4,509. The performance of the stock
market had obviously had a major impact on the investment
income but the situation had begun to improve and there had
been an unrealised gain in the Benevolent Fund investments of
£551,218 rather than the previous dramatic unrealised loss of
£1,237,846.

The total funds were worth £5,197,633 in comparison to

£4,587,253 at the end of the previous financial year. This was a
good sign and further improvement was anticipated.

63



In summary, the General Secretary reported that the Funds
were as sound as could be expected in the current financial
climate and that they should be sufficient to meet commitments
in the financial year Nov 09 — Oct 10. She had no hesitation in
recommending that the financial statements should be accepted

and that the auditdd ic@inapbeddderatiicée Version

Proposed: Wirral Seconded: Lincoln & District
Unanimously agreed

7. REPORT OF THE EDITOR OF THE ASSOCIATION
JOURNAL

The Lioness magazines produced in the financial year Nov 08 to
Oct 09 had been 72 and 96 pages respectively. Edition 2/2009
which had highlighted the Grand Reunion had contained many
more photographs than previous issues. The Editor had felt
that it had been especially important to portray the fun and the
esprit de corps which all those who had attended had enjoyed.
The reports and photographs had also allowed those who had
been unable to attend for whatever reason to share the
camaraderie. Members had continued to write and call to say
how much the Lioness had been appreciated as a lifeline
particularly for those who had been unable to share directly in
any of the social activities. It had played a significant part in
keeping their memories alive. The Editor asked members to
bear that in mind when they thought about submitting an
article. The Lioness was not only an historical archive but also a
catalyst which triggered memories.

Unfortunately, the Gift Aid form, which the Editor had referred
to in an article in the main part of the Lioness, had not been
printed on the reverse of the carrier sheet. It would be printed
with Edition 2/2010. Gift Aid forms were available to members
at the AGM.

Yet again, it had cost more to produce the Lioness than the
income received to support it. The Trustees were still insistent
that the main funds would subsidise the Lioness and that there
would not any increase to the subscription rates — £5 for an
annual member and £50 for a life member. During the last
financial year the Lioness had been subsidised by £5,280 — about
£700 less than the previous year. Production costs had
increased by around £2,000 but, fortunately, donations had
increased by about the same amount. The Association had been
very grateful to each member who had made a donation but the
Editor reminded the branch secretaries that it would be
appreciated if branches would consider making a donation and
drew their attention to the lists of branch donations at the back
of the Annual Report: a donation of £50 from each branch
would eliminate the excess of expenditure over income in the
Lioness account.

The Editor concluded by encouraging everyone to consider
submitting a short article — one A4 page of text with an
accompanying photograph would be suitable.

8. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

a. Executive Committee
Lt Col Young, Chairman of the Executive Committee,
reported that she had begun to plan the Grand Reunion
which would be held in March 2012. She had considered
three locations: Bristol, Birmingham and Manchester, had
received initial costings and looked forward to visiting the
locations with the Chairman and General Secretary in the
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near future. Information about the Grand Reunion would
be published in the Secretaries’ Newsletter and the Lioness
as soon as possible.

Benevolent Fund Grants Committee

The Chairman of the Grants Committee gave a summary of
the work of the Benevolent Fund in the previous financial
year. The Major Grants Committee had met once a month
and minor cases had been dealt with on a daily basis. 538
cases had been considered: a decrease of 76 on the
previous year. The ratio of cases was 227 ATS to 311
WRAC so approximately 42% of the cases had been ATS
and 58% WRAC. The number of WRAC cases had remained
fairly constant over the previous three years and there had
been a 10% decrease in the number of ATS cases in the
same period.

The total amount spent on one-off grants had been
£145,463.22: an average of £270 per case. The Chairman
explained that other military and civilian funds had often
contributed and thanked the Royal Naval Benevolent Trust,
the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund, ABF the Soldiers’
Charity, other Army Regiments and Corps, as well as the
Royal British Legion for all their support throughout the
year.

The Princess Royal’s Memorial Fund (PRMF) had
provided 22 annuities to those who were elderly, in poor
health and who lived alone on minimal income. The
annuity was £14 a week plus a Christmas Bonus of £60.
ABF the Soldiers’ Charity had granted annuities of £60 per
month and 43 ladies had received such a payment: 11 fewer
than the previous year. The PRMF had also contributed
towards the shortfall of Nursing Home Fees for 18
beneficiaries with payments between £6 and £25 a week.
ABF the Soldiers’ Charity had very often also contributed
to these cases because of the amounts involved.

The Chairman of Grants then described three cases.

Mrs ], aged 85, ex-ATS and a widow, lived in sheltered
housing and, although in reasonable health, had been
registered blind. She could only read with the aid of a
powerful magnifier. SSAFA had asked the Fund to provide
an electronic visual aid to adapt her television screen for
reading. An electronic video magnifier had been purchased
with contributions from Poppy Scotland and the Airborne
Forces Security Fund. Mrs J’s daughter had written to
thank us on her mother’s behalf. ‘T would like to thank you
for the generous gift you sent my mother. As she has now
nearly lost her sight this machine has been a real help to her.
She can now read labels, write a shopping list and even do
the crossword! It continues to give her great pleasure as it has
enabled her to do so much more.’

Mrs X aged 59, had served in the WRAC and was divorced.
Her full-time employment only paid the minimum wage.
SSAFA had asked for assistance to purchase a new washer-
drier but a review of her application form had identified
that she also had rent and water arrears. With assistance
from both the Royal Logistics Corps and ABF the Soldiers’
Charity, the Fund had bought the washer-drier and had
cleared her priority debts. Mrs X’s letter of thanks had
ended with: T was speechless. I cried then laughed. I didn’t



dare hope that any of it would be paid, far less all of it. I am
so grateful; I don’t know how to thank you enough. A great
weight has been lifted from me. I feel I can face my future
with optimism, something I haven’t felt for such a long time.
Thank you so much for what you have done for me.’
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Mrs Y aged 54 and a divorce had served in the WRAC.
After 8 years full-time employment her employer had
reduced her hours to 6 per week but had refused to make
her redundant which would have been to her advantage.
Struggling to meet the financial commitments she had
taken out whilst in full-time employment, she had
eventually found another full-time job, paid monthly in
arrears. She had approached the Royal British Legion for
assistance to cover her priority direct debits until she
received her salary. In conjunction with the Royal British
Legicn, the Fund had made an immediate grant for day-to-
day living expenses and had contributed towards clearing
her priority debts. In her letter of thanks Mrs Y had
written, T would like to take this opportunity to express my
heartfelt gratitude for the assistance you provided...I found
myself on 6 hours a week from full-time work within the
space of 6 weeks and was devastated that I couldn’t cope
with the financial repercussions. I was so fortunate to find
alternative full-time employment 4 months later but had
fallen behind with the large priority debts due to the
unexpected job loss. Without your kind and very generous
help I honestly do not know how I could have managed to
keep my home and family safe.’

The Chairman of Council thanked Col Smith for all her
support and commitment as the Chairman of the Grants
Committee.

9. RESOLUTIONS
a. Motions of Urgency
There were no motions of urgency.

b. Council Resolutions
There were no Resolutions which Council wished to raise.

c. Branch Proposals
There were no Branch Resolutions.

d. Election of Honorary Treasurer
Post is vacant.

10. CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION
The Chairman presented a Certificate of Appreciation to each
of the following members:

Mrs Margaret Barham Southampton
Mrs Eleri Pirie Luton
Mrs Janet Reeve London
Mrs Jean Taylor London
Miss Christine Gibbs London

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a. National Memorial Arboretum. The General Secretary
read the following extract from the latest National Memorial
Arboretum’s report to the Association:

The visitor numbers for last year — 274,000- were slightly down on
the previous years — 300,000 but given the poor summer we had

and the onset of the recession, this is not unexpected. The
arboretum did not suffer from the usual bouts of flooding and was
only flooded for 3 days in November 2009 and 3 days in January
2010. However, the weather has been exceptionally cold with night
time temperatures below freezing since November 2009 and it has
snowed on 28 days since the start of the year. The trees on your
plot are becoming well established and none have died. However,
4 of the Lilac bushes have died along with 14 of the boundary
hedging plants. This is an improvement on last year with the
downward trend in losses continuing. All of the failures have been
replaced. The three benches will need to be cleaned and treated
this year

The General Secretary said that the National Memorial
Arboretum had asked for a donation of £870 towards the
upkeep of the Association Plot.

b. Rededication of AGC Memorial. The AGC had
significantly enhanced its memorial at the National Memorial
Arboretum and would be holding a rededication service on
Friday 16 July. The WRAC Association had been invited to send
5 representatives to include the Association Standard Bearer,
Mrs Maureen Deeley.

c. Memorial Chapel. The Chairman had met with the Revd
Bob Cotton, St Mary’s Church in Guildford and he had
confirmed that his trustees were very keen to take the project
forward. It was likely that the Lady Chapel, one of the side
chapels, would be the site of the Association Memorial Chapel.
It had been difficult to identify specific time scales but it was
hoped that a dedication service would be held within twelve
months — possibly linked with the next AGM. The Secretary of
Harrogate Branch asked for as much notice as possible so that
members could organise suitable accommodation in a
reasonable timescale.

d. APTC Museum. Significant progress had been made and a
permanent display to highlight the significant contribution
made by female PTTs over the years would be opened at 12
noon on Saturday 18 September 2010.

e. General Secretary. The Chairman announced that Maj
Jane Freebairn would be retiring at the end of September 2010.
The process to find a replacement had begun and would be
subject to MOD Civilian Manpower rules and regulations. The
Chairman thanked Major Freebairn for her significant
contribution to the Association over the past nine years both as
ATS/WRAC Benevolent Fund Case Secretary and as the
Regimental Secretary. She stated that the Association had gone
from strength to strength during her tenure in office and that
she had given exceptional service — her dedication and
commitment had been second to none and she would be
greatly missed. The Chairman then formally presented Major
Freebairn with a £1,000 cheque and a teak garden bench on
behalf of all members of the Association.

12. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next AGM would be held at the Victory Services Club in
London on Saturday 2 April 2011 or possibly in conjunction with
the dedication of the Association Memorial Chapel.
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Were you at

WARWICK
in 2006?

Were vou at
BILACKPOOL
in 2009?

WILL YOU BE AT

BRISTOL?
23-25 March 2012




