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Editorial

I do hope you Fke the photograph on the
front cover. OF cowrse, our Patron, Her
Majesty thie Qucen is the main focus but
thoss who are sharp eved will hasve
noticed that she i= being accompaniied on
the right by the Commanding CHficer,
Mapor Erica Bridge. 1 thought vou woould
appreciate the pedzpostion of our Patron,
who served in the ATS, with an excellent
eamiple of the opporiuities svadlable oo
womeen in the Army today,

Many of the Branch reporis urge WRAL members o take a
e active part In their activitdes, We all understand that mamy
miembers have other demands on their fime but we hie relied a
huge amount on the enthusiasm and commitment of the ATS
who are filling Branch appoiniments, PLEASE, if you can supgport
your Branch, please do, There is o uze sitting back and thinking
wirie will da it oo few years time — by then the Bianch may haee
hard 1o cloze! You will see that we are abse trying to encourage
more ATS and WRAC 10 join us. To that end, the central puli out
this Bme consigls only of two application fomms. There iz an
incentive 1o persuade your ex-colleagues to join - turn o the
midldle pages and find out mare,

Many of you may remember Maurice Mamer who nod only was
the Dental Officer ag the WERAL Centre, Guildiord for severad
vears but he was also a very active member of the Liemess
editoral comimties. For his great suppert and willingness o help
us, Maurice was marde an honorary member of our Association.
Sadly, he died on 15 May and we send our condalences to Anne.

[ would filke to thank Kath Barker for the time she spent as onr
Chiel Clerk, Kath certainly enjoved all her contacis with you,
mainly on the telephone and appreciated lesrning aboul your
experiences in the Armmy. Kath went too work in the AGC Museum
and wo= wash ber well. | hope that by the Gapee are reading thas, our
nw Uil Clerk, Denise Jaballab will have settbed in, She started
in mid-Augrisst and 1 keew you will welcome her as and when you
have the opportunity to speak (o her

Thank you 1o everyhody wha bas been kind enough (o sibmn
material. Could | just ask that you try to send a pholograph a=
weell... It does help 1o lven up the page and often adds another
dimension bo the articke. There are nearly 150 phobogrraphs m thes

edition already, but | can always sgueeze

in anather one! Talking alseid that, |

wold ke o introdhece you tn Jon

Clacas. Many of you make such
complimentary rensrks aboal the
magazine and it simphy wouobd not be
possible without Jon at Warwick Printing.
He iz abways supportiee and interested in
this journal, It is fon who sels up the
magazine, puis in the colour

backgrounds and generally presents the
material in the most atiractive way
possible. 1 know vou will agres that e does
awonderful job and [ would ke to take this opportunity to say
“Thank You" from all of us amd et him konow how much we

appreciaie his efforts, )
Sane Freetbain

Message from the Vice President

In the last Liosess, [ said that 1 would be
retiring from the Army later on in the
year — wefl, | am acneally there and, a=s 1
write this towards the end of July, | have
six working days beft, [ can't believe if! 1
don't know where the last 36 years have
gone b [ do know that | would dao the
same if | had my time gver again, [ have
gopme winderiul memories of my thime n
the Service bl the best part has been
the camaraderie and friendships streck
up abong the way and, thanks o the
WRAC Assgociation, 1 shall still be able to contine 1o enjoy these
particnlar benefis,

Aswell as being excited about this new phase in oy life, [ feal
thit the Association is alse aboot to venture inte pastures pew 35
wit take forward initiatives to attract new members. To this end. &
Recruitimg and Advertizing Commdttee has been sef up undoer the
chairmanshigs of Lisatenant Colonel Nicky Murdoch o increase
membership and broaden the appeal of the Association. &s you
know, the Association is by A Council of Trustees
rispoaisble for the funds of beth the Benevolent Fund and the
A=zociation Funds, The Benevolent Fund is very healthy which is
Just as well because the calls upon it are increasing: however, the
Asmociation fend §5 bess 20, [ncreased membearship and awareness
will hopefully result in an overall improved oancial state and will
Tvelp towards financing things such as the Lisness, which bareiy
Yreabes even, and Grand Reunions. Those of you who polsed years
agn as o Life Member may onby bivee i 220, (This eguals four
vears membership for anneal members paying £5 cach vear},
However, you are still receiving two editions of the Lioress vach
viear, O course, there is noogquestion whatseever of you nol
recoiving the journal, but [ wonder il vou might consider making
a domation or even =etting up 8 standing order {or & regular
peyment? | would abso e 1o make a plea that, if veu are kindly
thinking of keaving a legacy, please would you consider the
Azsociation Fund? Similary, Branches and Areas are encouraged
to make donations from the proceeds of raffles and other momsey
raising activitics, Please do oot think that the Association Fund i
in desperabe straits becawse it is not, bot | just wanted to raise
your awareness amdl fo ask vou to encourage vour ATS and
WERAC friend= whio do et belong 1o the Asscciation o jein us.

My aippointmment s Vice President was due 1o Geish i Juby
However, [ was asked by Council to stand agrain. This [ hawe
done and fve been reappointed for a further four vear temre.
Az | havve said before, it is o great prvilege o hold this
appointment and | will endeavour to do the best [ can for the
Azaciatme e (o e op b vour expectations, In the meatioee,
[ look forward te meeting up with many of you either in vour
Branches or @t your Area Beunbons,

Feep the fag Nvimg!
Sue Westlake



Articles of Interest

PINGAT JASA MALAYAN MEDAL -

PDFWMQE Free Version

Flat 3, Gerald Palmby Court, Western Road, Deal,
Kenl CT14 6EP
Tel: 11304 373976

Enctosed is a photograph of “vours truly™ taken at
Folkestone on 1st March having received my Malayan
Medal from Colenel Tajiri Alwi from the Malaysia High
Commission. There were 200 to 300 men but no
servicewnman except myself there — not mentioned of
course!!

s
Win Phillips with her medal — the very Win Fhillips whe is
fo be owr first in-pensioner at the Boyal Hospital Chelsen!

PINGAT JASA MALAYSIAN MEDAL -
GLADYS POPE
W/ 389156 Gladye W Pope nde Jones
11 Lynch Close, Mere, Wiltzhire BALZ GEL
Tel: 01747 BROEST

My friend Barbara Stinton wanted to join the WRAC to
become a driver and to see the world, "Not for me” | said
as | was quite happy as an accounts clerk with the
Mational Coal Board and certainly did not want to go
abroad.

Barbara duly signed on in Birmingham, came back and
said, “They do have clerks and if vou sign on within a
week we could go in together”™.

Well, what are friends for? 5o in Aprl 1955 we arrived at
Cruildford 1o quite a culture shock!

We both then went to Yeovil, but dowers could not talk 1o
clerks there. Barbara passed, spent a short time at
Hounslow and was then posted to a TA unil at Lichfield
(about an hour's drive from our home town}. She even
lived in civilian digs. After my traning as a clerk and
shorthand writer, my first posting wazs Singapore = [ was
rrvor tified.

a0, some M) vears later = where did those vears go tof =1
went o Swindon to receive my Pingal Jasa Malaysian

Medal, presented by Cokonel Tajri Alwl from the
Malaysian High Commiszion. The Malavsian government
decided to present the medal (o all service personnel in
that theatre during the Emergency, 1957-66,

(rindye Fope (aee fones) receiving the Pivgar fasa
Malaysian Medal from Colonel Tajri Alwi

P&, Barbara and [ are 26l good friends!

STEP BACHK 60 YEARS - A TRIBUTE TO
BRISTOL BRANCH
W/ARI04 Mrs Elsie M Plummer {née Crossley)
44 Windmill Cowrt, William Booth Boad, King's Lynn
PEA) AXP

Where do you begin — when you have just spent &
fabulous weekend with very special people? It all began
when | read in my Lioness of the Cathedral Service
organised by the Secretary (Mrs Jackie Navsmith) of the
Bristol Branch,

[ spent the st half of my WWII zervice in charge of the
ATS Company at 315t AFVITANES) an Clifton Downs.

A more hard working company of ATS would be hard (o
find. More of this in my boolk SERGEANT. I read in the
Briztol Branch report by their very hard waorking
Secretary that she waz arranging another Service (o
commemorate women who had zerved their country. [
had 2o longed to visit Bristol again so I wrote (o Mrs
Maysmith (via Major Freebairn) to ask about this
service, Immediately | was invited there to stay with their
Chairman (Mrs Esmé Davidson} and to be met (and
driven about all weekend!) by Jackie. Oh! What kindnesa.

I made my plans. Travel by train from King's Lynn
inothing goes past herel) to Bl From there to
Birmingham and then to Bristol. GQuite a long 6% hour
journey, My very caring son David who saw me ofl -
urged me — that if [ needed help | was to ask “someons
in uniform” only! OK!

dth May 2007 - journey begins - reached Ely safely. 1
tugped my caze under the underpass to the correct
platform and eventually boarded my brain (o
Birmingham. Imagine my hearl stopping consternation



when, after about 25 miles travelling North West, across
the door screen flashed a messaee “next stop — Stanstead
arrport’. Heart stop! 1 tapped the lady sitting in front of
mie — "1 think [ am on the wrong train”, “Why?" she
asked. | explaimed. “It's OK" she said - “You are alnght —
there is a fauliPDF-@émpressorFr'e &g bsion
Birmingham to Bristal gn the loxurious Viegin rain,
What comfort

Arrived at Temple Meads, Bristol - through the
underpass = wowards the barrier and there — waiting for
me = two ladies holding in front of them a Liosess (very
clever). | pointed to my WERAC badee on v lape] and we
med. Big smiles. Esmeé took my arm and Jackie ook my
case. Such a warm welcome. Jackie drove us through the
centre of Bristal to give me a good look at the new City,

I could only visualise bomb damage from the past!

{)n then to Eame's house at Knowle where | was urged
to ‘make myself at home'. Given a lovely room - changed
inte casuals and then given tea and cream cakes {never
mind the warstline}!

Elsie ontside her old billet ab Sea Walls, Cliffen

I was keen to see my old billet on the Downs and the
area where our TANK depot stood - also once again
Clifton Suspension Bridge, both near the Downs, We did
the Bridge first, walked along one side and back along
the other, with numerous photos on the way. Then on to
the Downsa, [ knew exactly where the Sergeants’ Mess
had been ([ stood on the spot) and the billet - an old
house but sill standing amd in good order. | was cholied
with feeling, but after more photos 1 was pleased o smile
with happiness and gratefilness o my two new fnends
who were making all this possible. It was now early
evening, so we made our way back o the centre of
Briztol to have an evening meal. Jackie took us to the
right place where we all enjoyed a delicious carvery {and
my glass of Chardonnay). Completely worn out after my
excifing day, we returned to Esme's house and bed, |
slept ke a log.

A bit late up next morning, we sat in the back garden
unider a sunshade. The sun shone all weekend and Jackie
came to pick uz up early as she needed to be at the
Cathedral to ensure that all was in order, So green suits
for the “girls’ = best suit brought with me for mysell and
complete with medals we were of f again.

Elste in the same chorr stall wheve she kod sunp ferusalem
i 1945

I mention now that pre-War [ was a trained singer and at
the original celebration Service, at the end of hostilities
WWIL, I sang solo - Jerusalem from the choir stalls in
the Cathedral, T was very proud of this event and Jackie
kindly took photos of me where | had stood to sing, The
Branch all arrived and welcomed me most warmly and
we were able to swap notes before the Service began at
3.30pm. We then took our places at the front, and [ was
very kindly given the seat directly behind the Lord
Mayor and who welcomed ME with a lovely bow. What a
FENErous man.

Jackie's serviee was really lovely. The chaoir sang
beautifully. Jackie read the lesson from Ezekicl “There is
a time for ..." in her clear voice, so that all coubd hear
ar] understand; an aflernoon 1o remembser for ever
More photos followed and | was pholographed with the
Lord Mayor and his lady. That was an honour.

Wath the Lord Mayor and kis wife owutside Bristol Cathedral
on 5 May 2007

Evening was upon us again and after & quick drive and
look at the docks at the Centre we found a restaurant and
enpoved the nevitable fish and chipes! Back to hallet,
Jackie's home, to develop the photos,

Morning came and it was time to go tor my train at
Temple Meads, Jackie arrived with her car, My case was
put aboard and we were off down to the station. On the
platform someone sang quietly, Wish me uck as you



wave me goodbye' — Jackie - 1 was too overcome to join
in. | could never thank hoth these ladies enough for their
care, kindness and warm welcome, A carrier bag was
thrust into my hand and | opened it at about 11.30 to find
hamlam'l salad sand?riche:h sponge cake, & choc bar and
serviettes. GOPPDFEHTPIESY6 PITY de Ve rkion

thanks girls!

After a couple of changes (Birmingham is a nightmare!),
| eventually found myself on the lzst train to King's Lynn,
Plenty of room this time, the train's guard sat at the
opposite side and asked me if 1 would be met at King's
Lynn. Oh yes — there was David on King's Lynn platform
- “Glad to see vou took my advice, Mum” he said -
glancing at the smiling puard.

All's well’ = as they say.

SIGN OF THE TIMES
Kathleen McBurney,
53 Balisbury Place, Halifax, West Yorkshire HXZ 65D

We had lived in the house for several years and couldn't
afford a stair carpet. Dockets and coupons were still
apart of the transaclion for goods long after the War
finished and we had none left.

| always switched on the radio to lighten the chore of
ironing. 1 liked to tune into Women's Hour, when one day
I realised that someone was reading out a knitting
pattern for a atair carpet. Silly me, | carried on irening
and listening, while hanging on to every instruction
given and later made notes of the pattern from memaory,
It didn't occur to me to write and ask for it, besides that
wold have taken far too long for me, | knew where |
could obtain damaged wool and the sooner the beller, In
one bag there was a dark brown and tan jumble of wool
to sort, which [ used to knit the stair carpet on thick

i- -
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Kathleen in London on the dav of the Unveiling of the
Mewnorial o the Women of W2

Enitting needles, My zig-zag pattern must have heen very
different from the Women's Hour pattern. but it zigged
and zagged to my great satisfaction. | was pregnant with
our second child st that time and had to sit upright on a
dining chair to knot. As the stair carpet grew so did my
tummy and the roll of carpet rested on anather chair
directly in front of me. The carpet took 4% months to
knit, every evening after our 4 vear old daughter was in
bed and on wet afternoons when [ couldn’t take her to
the Bankfield playground and then into Bankfield
Museum. The carpet measured 8% yards when
completed.

After pressing it with a damp cloth | backed it with a
good quality, smooth, strong Hessian which [ bought by
the vard and was nothing like the rough potalo sack
Hessian, The carpet listed 105 vears. When the treads
wore a bit thin, [ darned them with wool lelt over, 1o
reinforce the wearing. by mother-in-law would stamd at
the foot of the stairs on many of her vizits o say,"T0s
amazing!" She hersell didn’t knit but she pegged rugs
from old coats of many colours, cul mto suitable strps.
She also made crochel mats and atted round the edges
of hankies for presents. | bought a ool (rom a craft shop
and by following a few instructions on the card it was on,
I made woollen hall moon and oblong mats for in front of
the hearth and around the beds on the linokeum. The
tool was threaded with first the fawn wool for the middle
and the green for the border. The tool, when prodded in
and oul of the Hessian formed a loopy woollen thickness
overall, The mats were also preszed and backed with
Heszsian and [ s4ll have the original toal,

When I first et eyves on the stone built terraced house |
knew instinctively that it was the home my husband and |
had longed for when we lived in separate Nissan huts
while serving our King and country during WWII, A
dream had come true for us and we were truly thankful.
The house was a dirty old shell, but [ knew | could
transform it into a home given time, lods of time. To this
day, 60 years later, it is a peaceful dwelling place and a
home,

CLUB - ATS - COLCHESTER
Mrs Beryl Newell
Todes Holly, 5t Marv's Boad, Aingers Green,
Great Bentley, Colchester COT SN
Tel: 01206 250020

Club ATS are still carryving on, despite iIncreasing age
and disahilities, However, those members who are unable
to come every month remain members and have a
monthly newsketter. We still meet inan upstairs sitting-
room in Colchester Conservative Club and now have an
ATS shicld on the wall. The staffl are very kind and look
after us well.

We had our Chrstmas lunch there al a very reasonable
price — it is amazing how the poce of a roast dinner
doubles in the run-up to Chestrmas. The lunch was very
pood and we were joined by our fGest Cheaireean,
Elizabeth Tinker, We also invited Val Kemball, but she
waz already double-booked, s0 supgested coming (o a
meeting m the New Year, We were very pleased to see
her in February.



It has not been a pood year Two members have lost
their husbands and many members have had many
hospital appointments, Sinee March, three of us have had
falls, bwo head injuries and | broke my arm. If's
surprising what vou can do lefi-handed! | am very lucky
to have a da i(lampressor IireerVernsion |
am happy 1o say that Charlotte Lawrence, our oldest
member at 98, is still going strong and comes when she
feels able.

We are going out to lunch on Veterans Day to a local pub.
[ know it and it is good, cheap and saves on tranzsport
costs, Great Bentley BBL are hoping By arrange a visit to
the Poppy Factory at Aylesford, Kent in July and 1 am
hoping to arrange seats for any members who wish to
o,

A VERY SAD FAREWELL
W/ 16536 Betty France, Secretary, Leeds Branch

Saturday 31 March 20607 was one of the saddest davs of
my lifee. | weas in Halifax, West Yorkshice to witness the
end of a large piece of History.

The Dhike of Wellington's Begiment, the 33rd of Foot,
over 300 vears obd, one of the finest Begiments of the
British Army i now no more, Consigned, under the
Banner of modernization to oblivion. Push buttons will, in
future, replace foot soldiers. It was a erisp day with a
sneaky Morth West wand for the lazt act = the laying up of
The Standards i the Local Parish Church which had
witnessed the glory and the sadness of the Begiment

OVET TTANY VEATE,

Az a large crownd awaited the armval of the VIPs, the
Band entertained vs with ever remembered marching
tunes, The Corps of Drums performed their usual
showpiece much enjoyed by the children. The escort of
very smart very voung soldiers were inspected and the
Standards trooped along the ranks. As 1 watched, the
ritual Lears were in my eves ag | remembered my first
day as a member of this amily, which is what theze old
famous Regimenis were,

It was an evening in May 1939 when, as a newly enlisted
volunteer in 3rd West Biding Platoon ATS, | was on
parade in the Dirill Hall Huddersfield, the Regimental
Headquarters of the 5th Duke of Wellington's Regiment
TA | remembered being called up on 15t September how
the girts quickly integrated with the men and how pride
in the regiment rubbed off on to us, We were allowed to
wear the Cap Badge above our left pockets ag a mark of
being one of them. We continued to serve with the
Regiment throughout the War, some of us being
promoted and moving on o higher positions but we shall
always be “DUKES",

Tears ran down my cheeks as the Standards processed
dovwn the aisle to be consigned to the past along with a
large chunk of my life. | shall be forever an “Old Duke®,
Memories cannat be obliterated in the name of
modernisation.

LONG LIVE THE DUKE OF WELLINGTONS
REGIMENT.

ST GEORGE'™S DAY
Pal Smth

O 23 Apnl 2007, five old fends mel up in Central
London, some of us meeting for the frel tine in 30 vears,

Jill Trainor, Mary Roberts, Pat Smith & Lin Thoraton

We met at the London Eve and had a picnic nearby
before walking along the South Bank to the Tate Modern
and Shakespearse’s Globe Theatre, There we crossed the
Thames using the new Millennium Bridge, with its great
view of St Paul's Cathedral and walked back the North
Bank. A couple of miles later ... and non-stop talking all
the way, we parted al Waterloo Station for home,

Many thanks to Jill Trainor for suggesting and arranging
the mecting,

fill Trainor, Mary Roberts, Lin Thornton & Fauline Hobill

W/A54512 PTE FINNAMORE MBE
Christine Marshall

Lyn, known affectionately as Zorro to many of her
friends, joined the WRAC in September 1974, After her
basic training at Guildford she was posted as a driver to
2 Sqn HQ UKLF Wilton, before moving to Catterick.
Her last tour of duty was at 68 Sgn RCT in Rheindahlen
at HQ BAOR. After her discharge in 1978 Lyn drove
buses in Scotland but soon realised this was not for her
g0 she followed in her father's footsteps and joined the
prizon service. She worked first at Holloway and later at
Mewhall in Wakefield.

=



The Queen presented this to her on 7 March 2007,
Congratulations Lyn from all your friends at home and
abroad, it 15 well deserved.

|I PDF Compressor Hersion "

It was for these services that Lyn was awarded the MBE. ‘

Lyn Fennamore MBE

DEDICATION OF BRANCH STANDARD
Margaret Grant MBE

The Dedication of the Postal & Courier Services Branch
of the Royval Engineers Association Standard was held at
Christchurch, Easthourne on 28 October 2006. The Rev
Howard John, a former RAF Chaplain to the Forces took
the Service of Dedication. Many other Standard Bearers
supported this eccasion and they were inspected by

Chris Connaughton,

The Standard carries the badge of the WREAC in
recognition of the many years in which they supported
the Roval Engineers Postal Courier Services throughout
all theatres worldwide, Special thanks go to ex WRAC

L-R Margaret Grant MBE, fim Steer RE (PCS) Secrefary
Rep Howard folen and Standard Bearer Ray Fenn

i

Margaret Grant MBE who donated the badee and thanlks
to the contingent of former WRAC members whao
attended the Dedication Service.

Afterwards an enjoyabbe sociable evening was held at the
RE Club which was located a short distance away.

L-R: Brenda Daley, Maggie Wart, Chris Fretwell,
Margaret Grant MBE, Pam Susser, fran Legg and Berwl
Sandy

STORY OF THE WRAC BAND IN THE
LATE 50s DR WAS IT THE EARLY &ds
Jean Collyer née MacDowall
194 The Street, Boughton, Faversham, kent MEL3 9AL

Jean MacDowall, Dhreclor of Music and arranger of the
WHRAC Quich March, conducting ox o hal alternoon



O ane extremely hot day o summer, the Band was
beoked to play al the Annual Garden Party of the
Women's Institute, We played in a small courtyard and
the guestz were wandering arcund the gardens of the
beautiful louse on the South Downs, hearing out music
relayed to the RDIRiIGompies ersiom
ghirt sleeve order because the temperatures were in the
high 90s.

After tea we were to Beal Retreat on the lower lawn
separated from a field by barbed wire. As we marched
on, correctly dressed of course, a herd of cows came
running across to join us. As we counter marched so did
the cows, As we wheeled to left and right, so did the
cows. When we played the Evening Hymn and Sunset,
the herd stood to attention, and when we marched off,
ey turneed round and beftd

This is ot the emd of the story. Next maorning, as 1 had
breakfast, 1 read the Times newspaper and on lurning (o
the back page, there was a large photo of us marching
with the cows = we had hit the headhines! Has anvone
ke thiz photo? T would dearly love (o have a copy.

AGM - VICTORY SERVICES CLURB, LONDON -
MARCH 2007
Mrs Chris Corker,
5 The Chehards Park, Priory Boad, Buskington,
Lines, MOG34 9DH

Firstly, thank you for the lovely lunch on Saturday at the
AGM. [ think I shall enjoy being Secretary of the Lincoln
& [nstrct branch! | am enclosing a fow photos (which
may or may ool make il into the Liomess) showing a few
of us relaxing o the bar after the AGM. Nicky Murdoch
said that it was our ‘Motion of Urgency”.

Nicky Murdoch, Trene Hall, Swe Westlake and Maggie
Puirkis

Secondly, 1 June the Lincolnshire County show s having
its ancl airing amnd we are in the process of confacting
the vrpganisers with the view of having a small stand to
advertizse the Assocation. By the way, [ seni a form to a
Lady T saw looking for WEAC she had served with as she
had pul the request ina magazine | was reading,. She has
wiritten e i lovely letter o say she has joaned = her
name is Renee Vineett from Swatfham,

Chris Corker, Doreen Peogte, Eduna Lee and Wendy Hoolun

Eiditor: You soe - ACMs con e fun!

I JOINED BRADFORD BRANCH IN 1948
W /03849 Miss M Brett
3 Filots Avenue, Mill Hill, Deal, Kent CT14 9HG
Tel: (1304 381298

| joined the ATS on 3 November 1941 and was
demobbed on 23 February 1947 and joined Bradford
Branch in 1948. In fact, the branch had been founded in
1433 as part of the QMAAC (Old Comrades Association.

AND AUXILIARY TEERITOREIAL SERVICE
Comrades Association Gazette
T M O MALS, o LT, oy
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A capy of the photograph whick appeared in the QMAAC &
ATE Comrades Associafion Cazette fn early T94059. Nolde the
badge — the ‘Lioness" exisfed before the WRAC!




It was opened up o ex-ATS in 1945 and then to ex-WRAC
in 1950,

1 attended my first Grand Beunion at The Royal Albert
Hall, Londen in the spring of 1944, Also present was Her
Majesty QuecP Bl Esorckraetsion

her aunt, The Princess Roval. It was a great event and
the hall was full. | attended many more reunions. My last
one was TE-20th April 1997 at Blackpool.

Majors shbel Thomson and Jo Young fank W02 Andrea
Denlam at e Grand Reanion in Blackpoo!

Another memorable day | enjoyed was 25 March 19452
when the farewell parade to the WRAC was held at
Cueen Elizabeth Park, Guildford, The Queen Mother and
The Duchess of Kent attended most of the day. | have
sonme nice photos and one of a Guard of Honour of
WRALC pirls stood as The Queen Mother was leaving the
parade pround. Later 1 visited the margues 1o chat to the
e ATS members. On 16 Aprl 1994 | was presented with
a Certiicate of Appreciation, by Brigadier Anne Field.

[n July 1994, the EBL Women's Section Bradiord Central

Branch presented me with a Gobden Award for service as

Branch Treasurer for 22 yvears. [ became a member in

1954, Then, in 1998, | transferred my WHRAC

Eenmemhip to Canterbury Branch as [ moved 1o Deal,
el

S0 as | got my first WHAC badge for one shilling & six
pence, | think | would like one for all these vears of
service! I'm now a member of St Dunstans, due to loss of
sight, but [ have managed to write this letter with the
help of a strong magnifying giass. | see Lincoln have
started a Branch; that is where | was from 1942-1847 in
Burton Koad Harracks, now a TA Unit.

WRALC CHARITY SHOP
Jane Freehairn

O Page 4 of the last edition, ex-Pte Knight from
Malvern said that ghe had come across a WRAC Charity
Shop in Welshpool. It was closed 20 she was unable (o
find oul any more and wondered if there were any maore
TWRAC Charity Shops™ in the country.

Welll I knew it would not take long before we had the
anawer, The prize goesz to Irene Hall, Area Secretary for

Wales and the West, On the very day that the Lioness
was delivered, she rang (o say that the shop was the
Women's Refuge Aid Centre Charity Shop. Mrs Lewis
from Powys kindly send a leaflet within the week and
several more of vou phoned, Thank vou all for taking the
time tir sodve the mddle,

P5. Don't forget that our one and only charity shop is at
Worthy Diown and we sell & small range of memorahilia
ooodletails on the memorabilia pape elsewhers in this
edition. All orders however small are grateflly received!

MES MARGARET KLISKEY - EX LEADING WREN
(SHORTHAND WRITER)
26 Malla Gardens, Chelmsford, Essex ChI1 4AX
Tel: 01245 265987

In the last Ligmess, on Page 50, a photograph of 3 women
of each of the Services appeared, One of them was of my
friend Margor who was serving with NATO in Germany
when the photograph was taken. | sent her the Liowess
and she was able to contact her ‘old” friend who was in
the WRAF

Editor: Swecess! I said we conld do of. wot only can we
arrange for ex-ATS to meet wp again, we can even manage
it an a fri-sersice basis,

My mother (Caroline Newson) joined up in 1917, first of
all in the WAAL and was then transferred to the
Women's far Force. She was a Pay Witer, hased at
Martlesham Heath in Suffalk. Needbess to say there was
plenty of activity on the airfield and she enjoved her
short term of gervice very much making good fends,

I was keen to join the Wrens and was recruited in
Dctober 1903 training at HMS Dauntless at Burphibeld,
near Beading. As a shorthand writer T did the necessary
colirse at HMS Ceres at Wetherby, Yorkshire and was
then kept on the ship's company for a vear, We enjoved
the Army dances in Ripon!

After that [ worked in the NATO Plans office in
Portsmouth Dockyard - HMS Victory, The work was all
Top Secret — we did a lot of typing for NATO ships
exercizes. By this time | hecame a Leading Wren
fequivalent to a Corporal) and was in charge of the
office, My two years in “Pompey” were most enjoyable,
particularly the dances at the NAAF] Cluh, All the
Services met there, quite a lot of soldiers. My boyiriend
was sent to Malaya — he was in the REME,

Margaret in WENE
UHIfOTI




Al the time of the Suez crisis in 1956, | was sent to the
Chiefz of Siafi Secretariat in the Ministry of Defence, |
was working for the Army, RAF and Naval officers under
Air Commodore David Lee, a great group of people 1o
work for, We had aur hectic moments and worked in

shifts, My quPDE @oripiress dieFirgesMersion

I met my husband in Chelmsford and he had worked for

MATC in the RAF 1 look back at my time with the Wrens
with happy memories and meet up with friends at vanous
reuniong. | alwayvs enjoy the fund of stories in the Liowess
and it's an excellent magazine.

Editor: Aad to continue the Noval Brese. o

UNDESIRABLE WOMEN??
Joan Awbery, Secretary Norfolk Branch

You may have come across this before. | read il out at a
recent meeting and it was greeted with hilaribe Some of
us are going with the WEENS on a boating day in
Cambridge on Monday. 1 shall read it out to them. 1
didn't know when | joined up that [ was an “undesirable
woman”, Neither, no doubt, did Her Majesty The Queen
or indeed Mary Churchill,

The acroryim WENS was g fortunale choice tn 1917 and
il ioee soom [ransiated inte WRENS, fn 1939 g civil
servanl sl suggested thal 1f might alse be wsed as o maling
title = producing WREN, Leading WREN and eventfually
Chief WREN. It was a far stronger title than e Armys
ATS (Anxiliary Territorial Service) which was weak and
mearingless, or eren the Roval Afr Forees WAAF:
(Woman's Augiliary Air Force). In fact the WENS scored
over the Army in several ways, The khaki ATS wniform
was wnattractive and the Service had a reputation for
attracting undesirable women - while the Army'’s prestige
tovrs Bl for miost of the War = ia ary case in contras! e
WHRNE kad quile a high statns and o peod caltbre of entry,

The Army and Air Force worried about wonen deserfing
and brought Hetr own Service under fheir vespection
discipline acts. The Navy found theve swas no veal problem
with the WRENS and they remained oulside the aet = for
discipline purposes. They could be dismissed, Sned or even
given extva duty bud they could only be fmprizomed by the
Civil Authorities for normal offences.”

Thiz extract was taken from Page 155 of the book
“Churchill's Navy™ by Brian Lavery,

BACK COVER PHOTOGRAPH
LAST ATS STAFF COURSE AT BAGSHOT PARK

Tane Freehairn

The photograph on the back cover was kindly sent Lo me
by Mrs Alison Coleman, Mont View, North Road,
Carnwath, Lanark ML11 8BHW, Mrs Coleman is on the
photograph on the far right of the second row - M AR
Clark. She waz a loog-time member of Edinburgh Branch
before it dishanded,

Bagshot Park haz an interesting history. Queen Victoria
had it built for her 2on, the Duke of Connaught. After the
ATS moved out, 1t became the HOY of the Boyal Army

Chaplainz Department and some of you may have
attended courses there. Bagshot Park is now home to the
Earl and Countess of YWessex,

A WELCOME BREAK IN BADR
W/324614 Mrs Brenda Chappell née Bapshaw
Hawthorns, Harmby, Wenskevdale DLA SPH

Does anyone remember the Windmill? & welcome YMCA
break if you were ravelling in BAOR. It was the only
British YMCA Canteen on the Autobahin. 1 was in Bad
Creyrihausen with 721 Company in 1947 and was always
glad il my drving assignments took me past the Windmill
0 that 1 could call in for 2ome delicious refreshments,
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The YMCA Windmill

There were cartoon-dype drawings on the walls inside
which depicted vanous situations, bul the ooly one [ can
remernber was of people on a balcony trying o pull up a
cow with the rope round it2 necl! Perhaps it was a
German saving or proverd, Twould Bove 1o know exactly
what it waz, Unfortunately after all this time T can't
remember just where the Windmill was situated, but 1 do
wonder if it 1z s6ll there = does anyone know? I you do,
please et me know if vou can recall amvthing at afl,
Maybe it has been demolished and a new Autobakhn
Service Station is in its place with hamburgers on salel

ATS STATUE
Mrs Mary Beeston
Fiat 77, Campion House, Hobgate Road,
Walverhampton W10 OFX

Editor: Although there was a major article ghout the ATS
Statue in the last edition, | thougit you wonld be interested
in more af the background story. Mary Breston, along with
Margaret Rogers, Secretary Eastbowrne Branch, were the
thstigalors and this 15 the story from Mary's perspective.



To get a Fund started we needed a Treasurer, so [ asked
around but nobody wanted the job. So ever the volunteer,
I zaid o Margaret BEogers [ would do it My niece
travelled from London to show me what a treasurer had
o do and how to gel the fund started. | chose the
Alliance & LeiPBr hdfafel [Voersiomy
way, and having a typewriter, | became Secretary too! |
never realized how many late nights and early mornings
I would have sending letters to relations and fiends, and
the many long-standing friends from the ATS, Money
started to arrive. Thank you to everyvone including the
men who had married an ATS. Then there was a big
surprize, We had two benefactors - the first asked not to
be named but 1 feel you shoubd know. It was Norah
Fallon. Her donation boosted the fund and I paid for the
frst item, which was the plot, This is quite a size but 1
am sure i we have owers and shrubs with a pathway, it
will b a wonderful sight for all to see. Not long after, the
=econd donation arrived from a dear friend, Madge Hill,
a member of Birmingham Branch, She suffered from
arthritiz so her gister Norah Crossland sent the donation
which [ understand is what Madge wanted.
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ATE Statue af the National Memorial Arboretum

I asked Andy De Comyn to be the sculptor as | had seen
his Shot at Dawn Memorial and had heard of another, the
Piper. He was very pleased to ke on the commiszion of
an ATS statue. | recommend him for his work and also
the advice and help he can give. Andy was the one who
told me he played in a Fipes and Drums Band. [ love the
music and asked if he would play the pipes for me which
he did bringing the entire band with him. This had the
old soldiers marching and they upheld the gmart

1ek

tradition of the ATS. | then wondered about a Fly Past!!!
One voice said, “No, only the men could have that”, but
another voice said, “Go on Mary, try™. | asked MOD but 1
couldn't answer any of their guestions. However, another
friend spoke to [an Price former Chairman of the RAFA
at Cosford who answered the questions for me, S0 many
thanks go to lan and his wife Eileen. | was delighted that
they were both able to be at the unveiling ceremany.

1 had sent a letter to Her Majesty The Queen's secretary
inwiting our Patron to the Unveiling, However, it was the
Cueen's 80th Birthday, and 15 July was [ully booked. The
Spitfire came over quite a few times and i reminded me
of the dopfights which were seen in the skies during the
War. There was also a Searchlight — and my pravers were
answered for a sunny warm day.

My grateful thanks to all who made the journey and to
everyone who made our ATS Memorial possible with all
your donations. Being Treasurer wasn't so had after all. |
informed Margared that | had paid off all the debts and
here I must thank my husband Fred (ex BAF) who had a
great deal of patience with the post arriving every day,
paper work strewn all over the place = he never
complained,

The upkeep of the Memonal is £25 (o £50 a year. |
passed the remains of the Fund to the National Memorial
Arboretumn, but we do need to have donations to
continue, Judith Thorpe, Company Secretary at the
NMA, suggested that 1 ask anyone who sends donations
to zend an accompanying letter explaining that the
money is for the ATS Memorial. Chegues ghould be
made payable 1o the NaGonal Memorial Arboretum NOT
to the Roval British Legion or else they will not reach the
correcl fund. There 5 a Book of Bemembrance at the
Arboretumn should vou wish o sign it

MEMORIES OF BLACK LANE MILL.
Maj (Retd) Fred Smith RAPC

Editer; The RAPC Asocialion in the pext-door affice very
kindly pave me i ariicle tn the hope thal #t would bring
back wiemtories for some of yoii,

| was interested o read the article in Primrose and Blue
ahout the Hoval Engineers Pay Office at Black Mill Lane,
Radcliffe. | was a member of the staff which moved there
from Brighton in July 1940. [ have many recollections,
the first being the marked contrast between the popular
coastal resort and the grim environs of Black Lane Mill.

The huge old former cotton mill, compriging five floors,
had only one staircase, With a large staff of military ATS
and civilians, it was obvious that it would be impossible
to get all of the stafl to work at the same bme so starting
times were staggered at 10 minute intervals by floor,
Another problem was the lack of toilets. A number of
structures were hastily built in the mill grounds,
popularly known as ‘Canvas City" - not very convenient if
you were working on the top floors! The mill had no
heating svstem so, in the winter, a temporary solution
was provided by a number of Aladdin paraffin heaters.
With only one staircase it was fortunate thal we never
had a fire. Later a warm air system was installed and this



worked to a point but to get heat to the top floors, the
fower floors ended up like the Tropics.

The probbems were not withoul compensaticn as there
were many talenled people on the stalt musicians, actors
ete. A small o PDHOemipress endirée Version
conductorship of Lt John Amnslie Murray. Lt John Barry
produced a number of Gilbert and Sullivan operettas,
performed I believe in Badoliffe Town Hall which were
always very popular with the local population. | waz a
member of the archestra and my wife helped backstage
with the making of the costumes. I.am pleased to say that
we celebrated 63 years of marriage last vear - and [ am
in my 93rd year so | am no longer able to artend any
Association functions but appreciate being kept in touch
through the Regimental journal,

MORE HELL™S ANGELS [N AUSTRALIA!
Bunty Jones

This 15 a rerun arrenged by Elizabeth Leen ex QARANC,
apersan | was meant to catch up with, She lived with her
grandmother in Shennerham when [ was stationed there,
We also travelled topether to Austratia on the same liner
i LUES arnd we baoth worked for the Mlawarea commumnity
health commizsion here in Waollongone New South Walez,
Then five vears ago I joined the Beturned Services
Leagrue where we mel up again and have been wery close

friends since. The photographs were taken & Wollongong
Harbour, New South Wales not too far from Svdney,

MESSAGE T ALL OVERSEAS MEMBERS
The Editor

This i= an apl opportunty for me o thank all of the
overseas members who very penerously made additional
contributions towards the cost of sending the Lieaess to
them throughout the workld, Our UK membership may
nol realise that we have nearly 200 members in Europe,
America, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South
Africa....sorey if T have lefl any one oul Last vear we ad
dizstribution problems and our overseas members were
very patient and understanding while those were
regalved. They then showed great support to the
Association by sending additional monies towards the
postage which is truly appreciated, | am also pleased to
say that the company which prints this journal also now
distributes it and there was no problem with getting
Lioness 1/2007 delivered to each and every country.

| know that all the overseas members enjoy the Lioness
and many of them belong to ex-Service organisations in
thear own couniry, It is abways a pleasure to publish
articles from them and to know that owr fricnds are still
active “in the foreign”. Perhaps, if | received oven more
articles telling us about the way of life in these other
countries and how they keep up with their ex-Service
cilleagues along with some exolic photographs, the
Lioress could have an entire “International Section”™?

OVERSEAS PAYMENTS

Please note that in future, all payments for
subscriptions, postage and memorabilia will only be
accapted in Stering. Please ask your bank for a
Money Order or Sterling Chegue.

We regret to have to impose this restriction, but due
to the vagaries of exchange rates, the majority of
overseas payments fall significantly short of the
amount due.

1



Branch News

ABERDEEN BRANCH

PDF Compressor Free sion
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four of us went o the Town House for a preseantation by

Erskine House, a home for ex-Servicemen. I was
enjovable and mlormative. We wenl 1o Banchory for

lunch in May and we all enjoved ourselves. Tune zaw us
saying gocdbyve o our member Elma MeGrath who i
moving o Wakes, She brought in LARGE stcky buns for
us all. Wales will be gaining another piano playing singer
and the Branch and 1 will be missing a friend.

We had two deaths in the Branch this vear. We sent our
regards and regrets to their families. As a President of a
Bowling Club, 1 thank the Liosess for the puns etc. They
came in very handy as speech fillers, All good wishes to
all Branches.

BATH BRANCH
Submitted by Betty Keating, Chairman

I was a gloriously sunny day on 26 March 2007 when
Bath Branch hosted a Civic Receplion Lo celebrate the
Bth anniversary of our formation. Cher 60 members and
gueziz sat down to a luncheon at the Rughby Club. Char
honoured guests included the Lord Lieutenant of

Somerset, the Mayor of Bath and MF of Bath, Lt Col Sue |

Westlake, Major Freehairn and Major Maskens-
McIntyre. The only surviving founder member, who is
now our Secretary, Mres Sylvia Musgrave was presented
with a bouguet of flowers in the Corps colours.

Dhiw Foster, MP for Bath, the Mavor, Conncillor Caral
FParadize and Lt Col Swe Westlake, Association Fice
President

Lt Col Sue Westlake gave a most interesting address of
the role of the modern female soldier in today’s Army —
so very different from the role of the ATS. |
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All agreed it was a truly memorable and hapgpy day and
our grateful thanks for 2l those that supperted us in so
many wavs o make the cocagion avery happy ane.

The following history of Bath Branch has been submitted
by Syvlvia Musgrave = ane of the founding members and
still the Branch Secretary. Svivia had been such a
mainztay of the Bath Branch since its formation and
everyone 15 0 praleful to her for all ber efforts and hard
wirk.

HISTORY OF BATH BRANCH
Submitted by Syhia Musgrave

On a very cold, wet and windy night in February 1947,
five former members of the ATS and one former
QMAAC met in the Headguarters of the Bath British
Legion. This was in response Lo a letter which had
appeared in the kocal paper from the late Mrs Mollie
Kenmard, former Sendor Commander ATS. She had
suggested that mavbe former members of the ATS might
like to form a group o keep in touch, The Late Miss Beliy
Mould MBE was already a member of the QMAAC &
ATS Comrades” Association which met in Bristol. It waz
decided that the low response was due no doubt to the
awiul weather so arrangementls were made o meet on a
Saturday afternoon in & central caté. This was a great
success and the Bath Branch of the then QMAAC & ATS
Comrades’ Association was born and from November
1947, regular meetings were held, We think this may be a
record? [Conferbury Branch= whal do vou think?!
Members opened up their homes to hold the meetings as
funds were, of course, very low in those days,

Sadly, oul of the onginal five, the preseal Secretary s the
only survivor but Mollie Kennard and Betty Mould did
yeoman service o gel the Branch up amd running, Over
the years we have had some very dedicated members:
the late Dors Savers served for many years as the
Treasurer — in fact we have only ever had two because
Pam Finney, our current Treasurer has held the post for
many years! We were fortunate to have as our Secretary
at one time the late Olive Butter MY who had served as
Secretary to Major General Gerald Templar in Malaya
and subsaguently to the late Prancess Roval,

We: still have around sixty members, Some we have ever
seen and some we do not know but there s a hard core
of dedicated attenders and we average around twenty al
mectings and the rest support us al major events, We (ry
o have a varied programime with the occasional speaker
but they are getting quite expensive! We have sales
tables, quizzes, beetle drives and open meetings when we
can have a peneral moan if necessary! To meet up with
members who live in surrounding towns, we ofien have
shopping trips 50 we can see them. [0 s a chance for
them to feel that they are still a part of our Branch and a
trip oul for our members = especially if there s free
transport an the local buses.



Members also receive a regular newsletier and we
charge £2 a year to help out with telephone calls and
postage. We do make every effort to keep in touch and
we also have welfare members whao visit local hospitals.
We also have strong links with other local ex-Service

organisations B i ompressorcligs Yension

support our events such as coffes mornings and tea
patriies,

Betty Kealing, Chatrman, Mawr Carol Paradize, Tane
Freehairm ard Mojor Mook’ helpy o celebrale Bath
Branch’s Gtk Birthday

Sixly years seem Lo have fown by bul we are stll vibeant
and think we have excellent officers in Lt Col Westlake,
Maj Freebairn and Major ‘Mack'. We do thank them for
the interest they show in us, We are very proud of our
Azsociation and try (o promole it at every Gpporiunity,

FEditor: It is a pleazure b work with such an active ard
enthusiastic Branch.

BEXHILL HRANCH

Since we last wrote, our numbers have ipcreased. Two
lovely WW2 ATS came and joined us, and three WRAC
ladies hreeged in one day; they tried us our, liked what
they saw, and are now active and willing members, The
rest of us are w0 pleased to welcome them to our fold,

Speakers are not easy to find and are difficull to afford
sinee their fees are rising so much but we have been
lucky enough to find an interssting one for meost of our
mieetings, coupbed with demonstrations. We have a1
cookery demonstrator returning to us nexi month. Yes,
we know how to cook and no, we'd rather not bother to
do 20, hut this lady is so enthusiastic and amusing when
ahe shows us how to put tegether quick and delectable
feals i such an innovalive way that our tolecance and
mnate gresd break through and she s welcomed as a

fvvourite friend.

Apart from the above, we have lunches out, teas out {(and
in o the zlightest pretext), competitions and bring and
buy sales,

Speaking of which, we celebrated cur 10th anniversary in
March with a beautiful cake bearing the WRAC emblem

and made by Jenny Mye, our Secretary/ Treasurer. A
recent photograph iz below showing Jenny standing al
the back on the right. Jean Atkins, our Chairman, is
zeated centre front. Standing on the far right at the back
is Clifford Jones who came to give uz an illustrated talk
about his vears as a pupil a1 the Bluecoat achool known
aa Christ’s Hospital, Horsham. Moat of the Jadies
pictured help the chub in some way or another.

Studying the photograph, and others that appear in the
Livness, brings memaories of rallving talks given to us on
pur initial training when muoch uzed words and phrases
such as “camaraderie” and “esprit de corps™ were often
repeated. Although less used today their meaning is very
apparent tous al cur monthly meetings or when we meet
casually in the street. We are there for each other, with

pride,

BIRMINGHAM BRANCH

We have had a busy and fulfilling time since our last
report. We held our Christmas Lunch at our usual
meeting place (Birmingham United Services Club) and
also our Birthday Lunch with our usual guests, Maggie
Purkis and Irene Hall - Area Chairman and Area
Secretary. We were also pleased to welcome six
members from Walverhampton Branch: triple the ussal
number!

During the vear we had a local radio link vp with Ed
Doolan on his lunchtime programme and several
members spoke aboul their service experiences. Dir Carl
Chinn, the Birmingham historian, came to our meeting
with the radio car (o provide the link. Our thanks go to
Chrs Fretwell, our Assistant Treasurer, for arranging
this at short notice,

Ar another meeting, we were given extremely good
information about the Veterans Agency by Linda Stokes.
She atzo brought along badges for members who had not
yet obtained them.

Eleven of us attended a Passing Out Parade at
Whittington Barracks, Lichfield. Didn't those young
recruits look voung! Maureen Deeley, our National
Aszociation Standard Bearer and member of this Branch,
spent thirteen years of her life at the Barracks. Two of
her sisters were married there and tragically, her Gther
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died there, Incidentally, Maureen has recently travelled
over 3,000 miles carrying the Standard with a Roval
British Legion trip to various War Grave sites in Europe.

Editor: The Assoviafion is very prateful o all the parading
which MaureeR DB ves§ O ndireedersion
Persuede her to L6l ws have o programme 50 we can lel vou
Enow tae full extent of ker work on our bekall Thanks,
Munreaen.

Several of us visited the National Memarial Arboretum
on Mational Serviceman’s Day. We marched with the men
and it was gratifying to hear the applaize get louder as
the women marched by, There were several familiar
faces from other branches as well,

On 17 June, 22 members were able to attend a Veterans
and Falklands Anniversary Lunch at the Burtington Hotel
in Birmingham. Each table had a candle for us to light in
memary of the fallen.

Sheila Andrews, Chris Fretwell, Margaret Walkeden
{Secretary) and Frances fenkinson

Birmingham was chosen to host the National events for
Veterans Day on 27 June except it lasted for five days! On
27 June there was a Parade of Standards and Service in
the Hall of Memory. Names of the recently fallen were
added to the Book of Remembrance held there, This was
followed by a Tea Dance (with wine!d i the afternoon.

Twenly-two members of Birminghom Brarch with the Lady
Muvoress
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Ladies from Birmingham = nof dancing af the Tea Dance!

For the rest of the week, there were lots of evenls o caler
for the public. We manned a stall on which we displayed
an ATS uniform with cap and a WRAC uniform with cap
along with lots of photographs. .. we did manage to recruit
ONE new member, Unfortunately, the publicity and
reporting during Veterans Week failed to mention the
ATS or WRAC, Lealey Wallace, an enthusiastic Branch
member, was so incenaed that she contacted the
Hirmingham Post and a reporter is going to attend our
August meeting. Does he/she know what they are in for?!

Nova and Mary in Weymouth

Mary Gunning and Nora Jeffrics were at Weymouth for
their Yeterans Parade and said that the ATSWREAC were
outnumbered by the WAATF and WENS. We plan to try to
cotrect this and we are thinking of encouraging some of
our members to have a short break there next year so
we can all join in.

One of our members told us about green blazers
complete with badge obtainable from a macket stall in
Walzall. She hopes o bring one along (o our next
meeting and I will ket the General Secretary know when |
have more information about them, Editer falso General
Secretaryt: [ wonld be delighted to pass on this
information. [ get many phone calls asking about the
auatlakility of blazers.

We look forward to the Wales and Wesl Area Reunion on
7 October in Shrewsbury, Stay well, everyone!



BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH

Ag [write thiz on a chilly May day it i hard (o realize
how beautiful the month of April was — we hope that
phorinus weather will soon return.

PDF Compressor Free Version
Eeading my newspaper this mormng, all gleom and
doom, | can’t help wondering why editors cannot write a
*nappy news" page at least once a week to cheer
everyvone up. Thank goodness for the Liowess which we
all look forward to. Everything — hoovering, housewnorlk,
gardening etc goes on hold when that arrives and we
avidly read, cover 1o cover, our great publication.

Here in Bournemouth we are having a quieter time in
the Branch in that we have, for at least this vear, decided
o cul ouir formal meetings down 1o 3 a vear, plus the
Christmas lunch. In the months in-between we are
meeting informally in the lounge bar of a local hotel - so
far this appears to be working well.

Last autumn we said farewell to Betly Hulse, whao had
heen our Social Secretary, Betty and her hushand Les
have moved to Lincolnghire to be near their famiby, We
wish her well and thank her for her contnbution to the
life of pur Branch.

It was zad to hear of the death of Irens Mills. Irene Tived
a way out of Bournemouth but was at meetings repularky
until the journey became too much for her. Irene died in
Movember bul her family did ol notify me antil just
before Christmas so, unforfunately, we were unable to
attend her funeral. In April, E Nickless died: she was
known to us all as Messie. Nessie moved to Kent several
vears ago when first diagnozed with lung cancer and she
wias able to enjoy that tme being cared for by her famibye
She was most cheerful when | 1ast spoke to her 3 months
ago, She had been our Branch Treazurer for stme years,

Ab our March meeting we welcomed Major Maskens-
McIntyre, our South and South West Area Chairman whi
gave us a most interesting talk aboul her herd of Alpacas
and displayed some beautiful articles made from their
gloricusly soft wool.

Thirteen of us wenl o the South & South West Area
Reunion in April hosted by the Salisbury Branch which
was good fun - thank you Salisbury. (On reaching the
outskirts of Bournemouth on our hameward journey the
bus broke down, which added to the fun!)

same members have attended the ATS Dinner Club, two
have been to Blackpaool for the Boval Actillery reanion,
others will attend Blandford Camp for the Royal Signals
Association Annual Parade and in September there is an
EMIGMA reunion at Bletchley Park - all occasiomns to
renew old fiendships.

We have bought our Branch AGM forward from
Movember to September when we shall apain discuss the
future of the branch.

I irust that by the time this iz printed you all will have
enjoved a pleasant zummer = maybe some of you will
have visited us here in Bowrnemouth.

BRADFORD BRANCH

It is with deep regred that | report the closure of the
Bradford Branch in March of this year, Numbers have
dwindled recently owing to age and transport difficulties.

May | glso convey my thanks also to those of my fellow
members of the Liowess and all concerned — & great
magazne with lots of good reading.

Editor. Here's hoping that the Lioness” unll confinue #o
keep the ex-Dradford lodies within our larger family even of
they do not wmeel as a Brawch.

BRISTOL BRANCH
Here we are into summer already = how the time flies.

We ended last vear with a Bring and Buy sale at our
meeting, which was very good, lots of bargains to be had
juet i e for Christmas.

In February we held our lunch at the Bristol City
Marriott Hotel, our gpecial guests were Maj Maskens-
Melntyre and L1 Col Val Trout. Unfortunately, due to the
inclement weather on the day, our Vice President, Lt Col
Sue Westlake waz unable to attend, We had a wonderful
meal, staff are very attentive to all our members and they
look forward to seeing us each year. One of our
members, Sandra Steadman, had made & ‘special gift' for
our guests which was a brooch. Our guests wore them
during lunch.

In April the Secretary wenl o London for the AGH,
aprain this was so worthedhile, I01s mice 1o meet the
Secretaries from other parts of the country and ‘swagp'
ides and news,

The Secretary presented Lt Col Sue Westlukbe
with her brovck, which she was delighied o recetre.

Omn the Monday following the AGM the Secretary joined
Bath Branch for a Dinner at Bath Eoghy Club to
celebrate their Glkh Anniversary. It was a superk lunch,
good food and good company - a special thank you to
Bath Branch for inviting me.

Sadly in April bwo of our members died - Pegpy Little

who had bBeen a member of Bath Branch before
transferring to Brstol when the Bristol Branch was
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started. Peggy will be missed as she had a wonderful
sense of humour, Mrs Lowe-Willets joined us in 2005 but
was unable {0 attend meetings due to ill health. However,
| know that she enjoyed receiving the Lioness,

In April we ailPl3dd €Go fobthédeMeksion
Reunion hosted by Salisbury Branch. We had a
wonderful day, and had travelled to Salisbury by train
which was good. Our thanks to them for the work
entailed in organising the event, Brstol was extremely
lucky with the Baffle, won lots of prizes. We enjoyed the
music and sing-a-long.

The Secretary received a better from Mrs Elsic Plummer
(Crosslev) ex-ATS, who had served in Brostol during the
War. In her letter she mentioned that she had sang in
Bristol Cathedral in 1945, The Secretary wrote to her
informing her that we were organising another service in
the Cathedral on 5 May to which she was invited. As she
lived in Norfolk we did think it a long way for her to
travel, Elsie responded that she would love to come and
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stay for a few days, to which our Chairman, Esmeé
Davidson wrote to her and told her that she could stay
with her. What a wonderful few days it was, a few tears,
lots of emotion, but enjovable. | know Elsie is writing her
own account of her visit, but we would like to thank Elsie
for coming and also for giving us information which we
did not know about. Elste’s report is in the Articles of
Interest section — she obviously enfoved herself in Bristol

Our service at the Cathedral went very well considering
we could not gel the advertising from the Media which
wi hoped to have. Our special guests were the Lord
Livutenant Mr Jay Tidmarsh and Mrs Tidmarsh and the
Lord Mayor Peter Abrahams and Lady Mayoress Pearl
Abrahams. There were aboutl 100 attendees including the
WENS and the War Widows, 5t Johns Ambulance and
various olher organizations. It was nice also o see the
families come along and support us, A bougquel was
presented o Mrs Tidmarsh and Lady Mavoress,

Bristol Branch outside the Cathedral

We have bad two special Wedding anniversanes in the
Branch, one in March = a 60th Diamond Wedding
Anniversary for Phyvllis Gage and in May a Golden
Wedding Anniversary for Siella Fogg who s our YViee
Chairman, both of them received our congratulations and
Aowers from the Branch.

In June the Secretary joined Weymouth branch at the
Veterans Parade on Sunday 10 June. There didn’t seem
as many velerans marching as there nsually are, but
nevertheless it was a good day and the weather was Kind
L 115,

Rirmingham Branch sent this pholograph in not knewing
who fhe lady in uniform was. It is Jackie Nayssith, Bristol
Branck Secretary!



We have trips planned for the summer so we are looking
forward to them. Have a pood summer, just hope the
wealher 15 kind (o us all.
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Wendy Stevens aftended the Annual General Mesting in
London and gave u2 a comprehensive reporl We nole
that the next reanion will be held in Blackpool i 20059,

At our May meeting we had an enjoyvable buffet at the
White Lion Hotel, Bolton Street, Bury, AL this meeting
we welcomed the North West Area Chairman Mare
Hemmings, wha presented Certificates of Appreciation to
Lily Cropper and Mary Howarth. Marie travelled from
Blackpool to be with us and it was a pleasure to meet her
and enjoy her company.

A

Mary Howarth, Mane Hemmings and Lily Cropper

Blackpool appears to be prominent in this report as two
of our members altendead the Boval Artillery Assembly
there in May and will also be going there (o the ATS
Drinner Club in Seplember,

Unfortunately we have (o delay fubure social events and
meetings for the time being because the Metrolink from
Manchester is being updated and some of our members
will not be able to travel to Bury until October.

Our Secretary, Mary Gregory, had a major heart
aperation earlier this vear and has made remarkable
progress and we thank her and Lily Cropper, our
Treasurer, who recently suffered a hroken hand, for all
the hard work they put in and keep this Branch going.
We do appreciate them.

Congratulations to vou al Headguarters for the excellent
quality of the Lioness.

CAMBRIDGE BRANCH

The Branch has sixiy-three members, although only six
stalwarl members meet on the first Monday of the
miciith, in the evening, al the Sergeants’ Mess,
Waterbeach Barracks, near Cambridge. We are lucky 1o
have the use of the Mess as it iz free, but if does have itz

disadvantages, ke having (0 book in at the Guardroom,
Cur meetings clash with the village band which practizes
on the Camp = this resuliz in a long guese for the issue
of passes, The meetings are held in the dining room, so
we psually have to make space at a table which has been
sed for breakfast and re-set on leaving. We hold a rafile
and buffet supplied by members,

Here are some of the activitiez we have participated in
since our lasl repork:

- A dinner was held in Cambridge in lieu of our August
mieeting

— Three members attended the WRAC Dinner in October

—  Wendy Hooton attended the Bemembrance Service at
Westminsier Abbey

— A Chrstmas DNinner was held at the University Centre
in Cambridge

= Dur 2Tth Branch AGM was held on Tuesday 2nd of
April.

CANTEREURY BRANCH

O first meeting of 2007 was held in February when we
discussed our programme for the vear and racked our
brains for the answers to a quiz put together by our
President, Jenny Wells,

At our March meeting Liz Cork gave us a very informative
and amusing talk on the work carried out by the Donkey
Sanctuary in Devon and the escapades of her own tan
donkeys whose docile looks hide very mischievous
natures, In Aprl our members enpoyed a fish and chip
lunch and i May our speaker was from the Guide Dogs
for the Bind. Lorraine Wright, accompanied by ber retired
guide dog Simon, tokd us how ghe copes dayto-day as a
blind person and what a difference having a puide dog
makes o her [ife, She = eagerly awailing her new puide
dog as, sadly, Simon has been retired on health grounds.

Kate Mclrregor, Hranch Chairman with one of the
birthday cakes
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June saw us celebrabng 60 vears since the formation of
Canterbury branch, We were honoured that Lt Col Sue
Westlake, Jane Freebairn and the Bev Sue Wing all
agreed oo e our guests, Over 60 friends from Medway,
Hastings and Eastbourne Branches, the East Kent
Association ofRXEMG andpireds01- Bree-iMewsion:d

uz and we ail enjoyed a celebratory tea party. There was
plenty to eat and drink with music and lots of chat and
laughter, Our grateful thanks to evervone who made the
journey to Canterbury - you made our day complete,

= |

Kosing Lock, Kay Perfect and Marge Dagless in charge of
the wtlal equipment

O of the four tables enjoving the party

Mext month, July, 10 members both Canlerbury and
Medway Branches, will be travelling to Buckingham
Palace as guests of the “Mol Forgolten™ Association al a
Eowval Garden Party, More aboul our day in the next
issue of the Lioaess,

CHELMSFORD BRANCH

Thankfully with this report we do not have to record the
death of a member during the last 6 six months.
Generally the Branch iz ticking over with regular
maonthly meetings at the RAFA Club in Hall Street,
Chelmsford, usually on the third Tuesday afternoons,

Since Christmas we have had some interesting and varied
speakers which included a slide talk on a holiday in

Scotland, another on the training of Search dogs and also
a talk from one of our members — Eileen Mickelborough,
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who gave us an account of her experiences as a former
magistrate. We also enjoved a quiz “Who wants fo be a
Milionaire?" led by Jovees Wright

In Jure we had a plant identification competition which
hopefully interested the gardeners amongst us!

Some of us were able to attend the AGM of the
Azzociation af the Victory Services Club in March and
ahle to witness the presentation of a Certificate of
Appreciation to Sheila Wakelin, Two further Certificates
will be presented to Eileen Green and Edith Youell later
in the year at our Anniversary Lunch,

We are always pleased to hear from members who no
longer can attend meetings for whatever reason and ask
that they keep in touch, particularly if they change
artdress or need help.

Az ever, our thanks to all those at Worthy Down who
ook after us so well,

CHESTER AND DISTRICT BRANCH

Chester, during the summer months in partcular, 15 full
of tourists from all owver the world mainly because of the
Roman history of the town. [ feel that if would be more
appropriate to report from “A Cohort” instead of a
Branch. The Amphitheatre is being “restored” = some
citizenz say ruined = and there are many tall gentlemen
striding around the City dressed as Centurions - they
look very hot and sticky and not a patch on the Army,
Navy and RAF lads we used to eye up and down and chat
up B years ago.

ur Branch at the moment is flourishing under and with
the care of our few WRAC members. We now have a
lunch, courtesy of The Belgrave Hotel where we meet
and follow this up with an official meeting which often
turns into hectic chatter sessions with bits of meeting in-
botween.

We had a get together at the Chairman’s house in North
Wales. The weather had one of itz off davs — in spate of all
the sunshine we have enjoved, bul an enjovable
afternoon was had by all = certainly the members
appreciated the At Home and presented the Chairman
with a lovely bouguet of lowers. Very much appreciated.

At Home af the Chatrman'’s on 16 May 2007



We are altending a Welsh Guards Parade and concert in
Llandudne on 14 July in remembrance of the Falklands
War and especially the sacrifice of those Welsh
guardsmen who lost their lives or were so badly
wopnded on Sir Galahad, A well named boat for the
bravery showlPDF Compressor Free Version

In August it is time for our Annual Trip on Chester Canal
- a lovely luncheon and a very pleasant afternoon shared
with other veterans of several organisations. We stop at
The Top Lock and distribute poppy leaves in
remembrance and one of our veterans speaks the
exhoriation, Very moving.

Several of our members are attending the ATS Dinner
Club's event in Blackpool in September, No doubt the
Blackpool Lights will shine even brighter after an
evening out. We are also honoured that two of our ATH
members have received an invitation to the WRAC
Dinner Chub function and get together at the Adelphi
Hotel in Liverpool. We are looking forward (o oa good
Liverpool “Do”, After all we can help the City inits City
of Culture Fuafure.

We wish we could attract more ex-WRAC ladies, We do
need you, Two of our WRAC Members have now a sub-
Branch of Chester held in Birkenhead in the hope that
we will attract ex-members who live on the Wirral, We
know there must be many ladies on the Wirral who
wiould gain in fmendship and comradeship and have good
remembrance sesstons just gs the ATS have. We also
know that we must keep a good membership active in
arder to help with funds which go towards helping ex-
Service women in sad and unfavourable circumstances,
Contact: Pat Sanders on 0151 606 9053, or the Secretary
of Chester Branch, Mrs Vera Hamble,

Drare [ wish evervone a Happy Christmas and prosperous
Mew Year. Time lies by § am sure when one retires, they
alzo cul your hours and days down!

Very Beslt Wishes from all at Chester,

CLEVELAND BRANCH

Mot oo much seemed o have happened until [ started
putting pen to paper = 50 here we gpo, We are saving up
for a new standard. Ours is getting a bit tired as it is oul
almost every week of the year {and our Bearer — Ann
Mahony i always with it])

At present we are preparing for our Veterana Party in
June - red, white and blue will be the colours of the day 1
think along with plenty of good food. Then in July we are
hopefully all ready for a coach trip to Raby Castle. ATS
ladies zerved there during the War {and a ot of men I
am relably mformed]). After a few hours looking round
the gardens and Castle we hope to splash oul on what we
ladies do best — afternoon teq, Cleveland Branch seems
tor o an gwul lot of eating?

How proud we were to see on TV about the ladies having
a look around the Chelsea Hospital and mayhe soon
moving in, One of the last bastions of male territory is
about to he invaded by us, Our Secretary, Gwyn Friday,

15 Lalking about the Branch faking a trip down (o London
1o mreet the FIRST Lady Beefealer, then going to have bea
with the (d Boys at Chelzea before the ladies in scarlet
tunics arrivee. 5o very well done tadies!

September sees the Northern Area reunion - this year to
ke held in Middlesbrough — look forward (o secing all
Northern ladies there enjoying the food (here | go again
talking about food) and good company! Since [ stopped
smaking, four months and seven days ago, food iz almoat
my only thought — well almost!

To the WRAC Dinner Club girls = see vou all in Liverpool
for our 10th Birthday Party.
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CREWE BRANCH
Crood Mews! Here we are sill tieking over,

Since changing our :}wﬂing e Saturday mornings, it has
proved more PRF@6 mpiess orcFree Vendion

alsn as a resull, we have two new members. We held our
Branch Lunch on 17 February and a successful dance on
5 April.

LR Joan Berey (Chairman), Belly Cooke, Margery
Timunis, Lowiee Bhodes, Elsic Wallen, Milly Pover, Jeaunic
Tones, Edith Francis (Secretary Treasirer)

For our Summer Cuting on 11 July we shall be visiting
Southport. Two members attended the Veterans Day
Service and Parade at the National Aboretum on 24 June.
Edith Francis (Secretary) also attended the Victoria
Crozs Memorial Service at Lichfielh] Cathedral on 10
June,

We are looking forward to seeing our friends at the
Wales and West Area Reunion in Shrewsbury on 27
Cretober, Our Autumn Dance will be on 11 Cetober, a0 we
are still busgy working for our Association,

DUMFRIES BRANCH

In March, Dumfries Branch enjoved a successful Spring
Lunch with many members attending. We still have an
afternoon drve in June, afternoon fea in Seplember, a
Bring and Buy in October and not forgeiting a Christmas
Lunch in December to finish off the year.

I iz hoped that like our Spring Linch, many members
will support us during the rest of the vear, 5o ladies, if
you would like o join us, do contact our Branch
Secretary Dorah Mundell for details, We would love von
to be at our functions,

Unfortunately, some of our stalwart members have not
been enjoying the best of health recently! Just b let you
know, we are thinking of you, wishing you well and ook
forward to seeing yvou soon gt one or some of the fufure
events.

EASTBOURNE BRANCH

O 26 May 2007, some of our members attended the
Farewell Garden Party of the Roval Regiment of Artillery
at Woolwich. After 291 vears at that location, they were
meoving (o Larkhill, We emgoved the displays, horses and
gun carriages, parschutists and, very daring, single
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mdorcyeles jumping over fve cars with only a very short
landing distance. We were Blue Badge holders so were
allowed to ablain sur doggy bag teas from 3pm.

Margarel Rogers, Bobbie Grinyer née Rawling and Phyllis
Codlins née Gravesfock watching the disploys

The Ceremony started at 4pm and was very impressive
with the Band joining in towards the end, The nop-stop
riin started at 4.30pm! Everyvihing was very well
organised including our coach and we thoroughly
enjoved the whole event,

Moira Gray, on our behalf, attended Canterbury Branch's
filth Birthday party. She was very impressed when her
raffle ticket was drawn out firsi and she returned with a
bottle of claret. Three of us were able to go along to the
Veterans Day Service on 27 June at Haillsham. The War
Memorial has recently been refurbished and looks very
e indesd.



EXETER BRANCH

Yea! We are atill here, even if reduced in numbers, We
meet mine times a vear with a varied programme of talks
and events,

PDF Compressor Free Version
This year, Margaret Cranmer, our Secretary of the last 15
years, resigned becanse of ill health, but still attends
mectings when she can, Our Chairman, Eve Tichy and
Treasurer, Pat Hiearn have produced a very interesting
programmwe for the year.

Onan exceedmely hot day, seven of us had 2 most
enpoyable Tunch al the Bristol Southern Reunion which
waz the highlight of 2006, Previous (o this, in June, Maj
Maskens-Mclntyre gave us a most interesting talk on
alpacas - what lovely faces they have and oh what
gorgeous garments are produced from their wool,

July was a cuppa and a chal. August being holiday time,
there was no get together. September was a discussion as
to whether we carried on or not. It was unanimouos we
carried on, Our Birtheday lunch was held in October at
The Lord Nelson Inn, Topsham and despite appalling
weather, eighileen members managed to attend and had a
happy time.

We had no meeting in November, as our Chrisimas
Buffet Lunch held in early December was at The White
Ensign Club where we hold all our meetings and they
put on & wonderful lunch for us every year, when we
invite the WRENS to join us.

2007 started with a quiz to rattle our brains by Peter
Easbon in February. In March Pal Lambert told us about
her Life in Bangalore, India, which was very interesting.

Our AGM in April was followed by *ATS Remembrance™
by Beryl Furey-King. What memaories it revived and all
X ATS should at least fill in the form Mrs Furey-King
gives out and also try and write a small account of their
Service lifie.

Edvtar: Yes please ard let us haoe copies for the Lioness' as

woell!

FITE & TAYSIDE BRANCH

Sinee our last report we have had our Chrigtmas Lunch
at the Roval George Hotel, Perth, It was booked for
about twenty-five members but the weather was awful
and due to torrential rain and Moosding onky nineteen of
us managed to get through to Perth. However, a good
time was had by all who made it

The Mew Year slarted of gquietly. Cur Secretary allended
the AGM in Londan at the end of March. On 26 Apri
2007, we held our Branch AGM which was attended by
only eighteen members, due to illness and other set-
hacks, Some of our members are now very frail and
unable to attend our monthly meetings. We miss them
very much.

The Branch itself remains very stable and the numbers
are steady. We are hoping to get something in the local
paper 1o try and booesl our numbers.

The Scottish AGM will be on 20 October 2007 in
CGlasgow and several of us hope to go to that. Perhaps we
will see vou there.

Some of us are going to make our way down to Liverpool
to-attend the WHEAC Dinner Club, Our members have
been informed about the Grand Reunion in 2009 so let’s
hope we get a good response. We all engoy the Lioness
and look forward (o the next edition. Best wishes to all
members of the Assocustion.

GLASGOW BRANCH
Grecings from Glasgow Branch.

Since my last report we enjoved our Chistmas lunch at
the Hilton Grosvenor Hotel, As usual we had an
enjovable day with a delicious meal and we were also
enlertamed with music by a hushand and wife on piano,

We had no speaker arranged for our next meeting in
January as our weather can sometimes be very severe at
that fime of year and not everyone is able to attend,

In February our speaker was Major Jim McColl. He
chowed us a Alm and (old ue about his service with the
Houschold Cavalry. He was so proud of heading the band
at the Trooping the Colour Parade with such beautiful
horaes and personnel so well trained,

Our March speaker was Mr Phillips who told us that the
happiest days of his life were when he became a school
teacher. He then treated us like a class of teenapers
which was very different from our school days!

Ar our April meeting, we were joined by our friends from
the WRNS Association, We were entertained by a very
fine violinisl. He had us singing and fool tapping, A verv
enpovable affernoon was had by all.

At our May meeting, Mrs Eleanor Curr told us of her
time working for the Royal Family at Buckingham
Palace. She worked in the office where the thousands of
letters arrive for requests for anniversaries, birthdays efc
i be rewarded by letters rom The Queen.

Flasgow Branch ai Sandvialme Garden Centre
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Chir Tast meeting for this 2ession waz an ouling to the
Czarden Centres in Lanark. We enjoved a lovely warm
sunny dav and found the displays of fowers, plants and
other goods very tempting and just had to buy some to
take home,
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We are now having our summer break for the holidays
and will resume in September.

Lastly, om a sad note, our long tfime member Chris
(Conke) Harold passed away dunng this session afier a
short illness, Her funeral was attended by three of our
ladies,

With best wishes 1o all,

GRIMSEY BRANCH

The Grimsby Ladies had another retal therapy ouling in
July 2006 to Batley Betail outlet with a nice lunch at the
Foxy Inn near Selby. Lilly Quickfall raised almost £1,000
in the “Race for Life” in June.

In September twentv-one members atended the
Morthern Area Reunion lunch at Harrogate. A lot of
possip and a good time was had by all, Our members
really enpoy meeting up with old friends at the area

reunion.

The Oetober mecting was the AGHM. All officers were re-
elected, so we must be doing something right. Prior (o
the meeting we had a representative from the local police
to talk about Policing in the Community. He mlked about
crime preventative measares and the local community
wiarden system,

In Movember the ladies once again manned a table in
Asda Tor the Poppy Appeal and collected a record amaount
of £2.344.66,

Descermnber meeting was a Christmas Party and we raised
£ for the WERAC Benevolent Fund in lieu of sending
each other Christoas cards, We had a good Christmas
Lunch this year at the Hotel Elizabeth with music and
entertainment throughout the alternoon.

Dhie to problems at our wsual meeting place in February
we moved our venue 1o the Boval Britsh Legion Chaly
and we have been made very welcome,

The early months of 2007 have been quiet, bul in July
some of our members are poing on a trip (o Althorpe
Hall, family home of Princess Diana and the Spencer
family. A few members are going to Bouwrnemaouth af the
end of May to (he RBL National Conference and we are
haoping for goeod weather,

Cur excellent Treazarer, Buth Jenner has had a hip
replacement operation and is doue (o have the other hip
done in September, She will no doubl be back in harness
after that and keeping ws all in order once more,

Uniforrtunately we have lost four of our members this vear

- Joan Carpenter, Jovee Leverton, Marjorie Seal and Kittyr
Scruton. “We Will Bemember Them”,
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HASTINGS BRANCH

Yesterday afternoon we enjoyed our annual Strawberry
Tea. For many years we have been most grateful to our
Vice Chairman for permitting this to be held in her
parden but as this = no lenger possible it waz held at the
Coastpuards Bestaurant m Petl, a lovely setling ina quite
village where all windows look oul over the sea. The
weather forecast was not good but we arrved in
sufshine and lefi in sunshine, However we have been
thinking of our members in Northern Branches where
the weather has been <o dreadful this last week.

A member who died recently requested that in leu of
flowers, dopations should be sent tw our Branch, so a
lanch was arranged to mark our 27th Anniversary at
which the Mayor presented Certificales of Appreciation
to three of our members. It was a most enjovable
occasion and knowing Vi Greathurst as well as we do, we
feel she would have been delighted at the way the money
was speni.

The Mavor with Margery Lucas, Treasurer, Jean Fashley,
Catering and Win Wakelin, Bring and Huy organizer

Unfortunately the 6th Rirthday Lunch of Canterbury
branch coincided with our annual irip (o France with the
KNA. However, three of our members attended and all
had a very enjovable day. It 1s certainly an achievement
for a Branch to be active for 60 vears and we do
congratulate them. Perhaps the Ldoness could print the
npames of all Branches which have achicved such an
aAnniversary?

The irip o France was & success and enjoved by those
who altended bul three of the regulars” were unable to
o due to varous reasons. However, those who were able
to g came back tred having had a lovely day when
again the BENA made them 2o weloome,

Other than the above, the branch has followed ils usual
routine but we desperately need new (vounger)
members if we are o survives 5o again we gend best
wighes to all members wherever they mav be,

LEED'S BRANCH

Having had the mildest winter for many vears, maost
members were fit and ready to start 2007, Our February



meeting was our uzual Bring and Buy zale which
resulbed in £20 raized for the Livwess appeal.
Arrangements were made for our forthcoming 40th
Birthday Farty.

In March we RIEGemipheSidnilineeydrsibn
with all members helping as they were able, As we are
auch a small Branch, all getting older, everyvone has to
help with the smooth running of activities. In April, full
details of the Northern Area lunch were circulated. All
members were to provide cholee of food and money at
the July meeting, Two members joined olher EAAA and
Searchlight members for a most enjovable week's
haoliday at Alvaston Hall. Our May meeting was our 40th
Birthday Party = a celebration of 40 yvears confinuous
service of the WRAC Association in Leeds, The table was
decorated with Union Flags and green and gold
serviettes setting the scene for a most enfovable and
memorable get ogether,

We were honoured by the presence of: The Deputy Lady
Mayoress of Leeds who gave a short speech of
admiration for our success from Leeds City: Lt Col
Westlake who gave a short talk on the future of the
Association and Col Cook, our recently retired Area
Chatrman. Our only remaining founder member, Lily
Burke, was presented with her Gold Badge by Lt Caol
Westlike along with Pat Carter who has ransferred to
Leeds Branch from London and is now “one of us".

Alsooin May, fve members attended the Boval Artillery
Assembly in Blackpool and three members joined the
crowds at Woolwich for the last chapter of the Regiment
in that location. This was spoiled by very cold wet
wealher bul the entertainment and organisation hved up
o the high standards we expect from the Boyal
Eegiment,

In June, the members had a day out in Skipton, The
weather was good and a good time was had by all, In July
final arrangements must be made for our participation in
the Morthern Ares Lunch in Middiesbrough in
September. We continue to have friendly meetings of
fourteen regular members, but we would welcome new
members from the WHEAC as age 15 catching up with
many of us,

LEICESTER AND NOTTINGHAM BRANCH
From Lilian Hollis the Secretary of the Branch

First my apologies for missing the deadline for the
Linmess 1, 2007, Second a warm welcome to the members
of Azhby De La Zouch Branch which has sadly had o
Close. We hope to see you when possible at some of our
meetings, and laat bt nod least our congratulations to
Chriz Corker for successlully starting a Branch at
Lincaln which will mean that some of our Letcester
members will now hopefully be able to attend some of
their meelings.

We ended 2006 with our Christmas Lunch held at a local
CGarden Centre and for some of our ladies the food was
very dizappointing, We hope o do betler this vear,

January 2007 saw us at the theatre for a performance of
Starlight Express - something completely different from
our ustal musical, very noisy but enjoyvable,

Our uaual Bring and Buy to booat our funds in February
and in March a talk from a Magistrate giving an insight
to his work in the courts. This was very inferesting and
we hope to have him back next yvear to talk about family
courts, mostly involving children,

We have a charly in Ledcester named the Shuttlewood
Clarke Foundation who own two houses — Ulverscroft
Grange and Ulverscroft Manor and in May a gentleman
gave us a talk on the beginnings and work of the chartw
They invite various groups to spend the day with them,
arriving at 10.30am for tea/coffee, Then you can if you
wish walk in the grounds along the lovely pathways and
gardens, Lunch iz served at 1230 for a small charge and
then, energy permitting, walk again, Tea and cakes are
served before leaving at 3pm. [ the weather iz poor there
i the comfortable lounge where you are entertained
with some popular piano music, In June we are invited to
vigit, some to the Grange and the rest to the Manor, We
hope the weather is kind (o us.

R-L: Vi Raudins, Joaw Devall, Liliow Hollis, Brigadier AF
Gordon CRE, Sheila Greweock, Bavbara Danter and Pat
Waite at the RA Association weekend in Blackpool, May
2T

We are having a fun affernoon i July with a Beetle Drive
or Quiz. This gets us moving around and mixing well and
the room is always alive with laughter. August at the
Sailing Club this vear will be a gpecial day. Our Vice
Presadent Li Col Sue Westlake, Area Chairman, Maggie
Purkis, General Secretary, Jane Freebairn and Wales and
West Becretary, Irence Hall, will we hope be joining us for
a buffet lunch. We have six members who have been
members for over 40 years and we shall be presenting
them with the gold 40 year association badge. We always
have a lovely dav thanks to members Doris Doswell,
Irene Bell, Sandra Smith, Joyce Freer and her hushand
Maurice who do so much to make the day a success
whatever the weather.

Sadly, since our last report four members have died =
Joan Barnacke née Birch, Mavis Bowring née Cooper,
Kay Anderson and our Social Secretary Barbara Castell
e Sguire who had organised our social programme for
the past four vears,
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We have some members who are not too well, ane is
Ellen Ward who had a bad fall and broke the upper part of
her arm., We hope she will be able to join us again seon.

Om a lighter note our Chairman, Doris White is now fully
recovered froR DF Cotnp ressoir Frede tYersion

back al our meetings.

LEICESTER AND NOTTINGHAM BRANCH
Submitted by Barbara Danter

Mottingham City Council is giving Veterans Day this
vear the full treatment, with zeveral weeks of
entertainment planned. Thinking that some members of
our Branch in Leicester might be interested in attending
some of them, | asked myv daughter to download a copy
of the list of events taking place, so that [ could take it
along to our next meeting, What a surprise I had when |
took a ook at it, for there on the top of the page was a
photo of five of us in our green uniforms and a lady ina
forties outfit, It was taken at the London Veterans Day
last year. The marketing organiser thought it was just
right for the events calendar and it was picked out as
being an ideal snap for this vear. [ did speak 1o her and
she was very thrilled to learn that we were not just
dressed up for the occasion, but were indeed ex ATS
who had been in WWIL

The uswal Leicester lndies!

I would alzo like to mention that our hard working
Secretary, Mrs Lilian Holliz, had a special birthday last
January and I know that the members of Leicester &
Nottingham Branch, especially the six of us who
accompany her on so many occasions throughout the
year, would like to give her a vote of thanks for all the
time and effort she puts in for us. It is very much
appreciated, Lilan and we enjoy every momenl of Gme
spent in your company, Thanks also to all you hard
workers al Worthy Down, The Lioness 18 great and very
miuch enjoved by all who read iL 1 have just passed mine
of [0 an inferested party and, though they are not ex
services, [ know they are finding it of great interezst,

LINCOLN & DISTRICT BRANCH
We are very pleased to report that our Branch iz now up

and running. We have had a very good response from
members and are looking forward to-a bright and
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interesting future, This vear we are going out for lunch in
June, a boat trip on the River Witham in July and an
outing to The National Memorial Arboretum in
September,

The highlight of our year wall be the Dedication Service
of our Standard on 30 Seplember at 51 Mary-le-Wigford
Church, Lincoln at 1500 hrs. Please, if anyone §s visiting
in the area at that ime come along — we would love to
see You,

Some of the Lincoln & District Branch members

LUTON BRANCH

2007 kicked off in the usual fashion — our anniversary
unch, this yvear al the Bed Lion, the oldest hostelry in
Luton, and a former coaching inn, “Kicked off™ was quite
appropriate, as in the TV bar, adjacent to the dining
room, 3 cup match was being shown, IE didnt deter us
from enjoying ourselves - and the good food, January
13th marked our 10th anniversary = times flies when
vou're having fun!

Luton Brawch with Yasmin Abthor

February was a general get-together, then in March we
welcomed a speaker from the Luton Council of Faiths,
Yasmin Akthar. [t was intriguing discussing the many
similarities, and surprisingly few differences between
Christianity and Islam. Dunng our discussions
afterwards, one member who hails from the Emerald
Isle, made the point that her father had taken up arms
against the British Army, just afier World War [, al which



our Chair piped up, “Oh, so it was your Dad shooting at
my Dad, was it?”, resulting in gales of laughter from the
rest of the Branch and our visitors.

Eleri Pirie, in addition to being a very efficient Treasurer,
is the designetPddpfodurep véssoqubitedy Viewskutar,
which continues to be a great success. Those members
who cannot attend are really appreciative of being kept
up to date with events.

In April we had a speaker from the East Anglian Air
Ambulance Service, very informative and topical, as they
are endeavouring to extend the service to cover our area.
Until now, we have been reliant upon the Police
helicopter, which is not fully equipped for medical
emergencies. Also in April we had a return quiz match
with the Far East Vets and regained the shield by a
margin of 3 points. It now bears 6 small plaques saying
‘WRACA'’ and just one with ‘FEVA’ — we have to let them
win sometimes!

Forthcoming events — most of which will be over by the
time the Lioness goes to print:

Return match with the Association of Wrens (quiz).
Talk by Evacuees Association representative.
Speaker from St Dunstans.

AGM, Christmas party et seq!

Luton Branch of the Combined Ex-Service Association
has just been revitalised after 20 years, so we have a
central organisation to co-ordinate the Veterans Day
events. Our Veterans Day is on 7 July on the newly
refurbished St Georges Square in Luton town centre.
Each of sixteen organisations will have a table to display
our role and perhaps attract some new members. There
will be a drumhead service, parade of standards, and
other service related events. We are praying for fine
weather — there’s no Scout Hut nearby.

Any branch wishing for details of our activities is
welcome to phone Madge Evans on 01582 617313.

Finally we mourn the passing of Edith Holman (ATS),
one of our longest serving members — she will be sadly
missed.

MEDWAY BRANCH

There are only seven members who regularly get
together so we meet up in each other’s houses. It’s better
for us as the hall was far too big for so few.

We have been back in action since October 2006 after a
lull of six months due to illness.

In June we will meet up with Canterbury for their Branch
60th Birthday celebrations. We are made very welcome
there. An invitation has been received from the “Not
Forgotten Association” for four members to attend the
garden party being held at Buckingham Palace on 16
July. Our Chairwoman Margaret Gallafent will be 60 in
June and Helen Dodd has made her home and garden
available for members and family to help her celebrate.

Strawberry tea will be in Maidstone this year but we

hope to have a cream tea later on in the year. The
Veterans Day will be held at the Chatham historic
dockyard on 7 July and members have got their forms
for tickets.

We still have a bring and buy and raffles and hope to
have a boot fair in the future raising money for Branch
funds.

Janet Cameron would like to thank all those who sent
cards, messages, flowers and telephone calls when she
became seriously ill. She is improving slowly but surely.

Regards to all the Branch members that are unable to
attend the meetings — we hope to keep you all informed
every 3 months.

Best wishes to all members of the Association.

Editor: And to you too, Janet. It was good to see you looking
so much better at the Canterbury 60th Birthday party!

NEWCASTLE BRANCH

Our last report showed what had seemed to have been a
quite exhausting year and we ended in December with
our usual enjoyable Christmas lunch. Our first meeting in
2007 was marred by atrocious weather but seven
diehards turned up and had themselves an enjoyable
informal get together! Ever on the lookout for funds they
raised on that day £4.20p from limited sources!

Everyone who came to the February meeting pitched in
with £1 each instead of the usual 50p! In March I
attended the NE Secretaries meeting and our members
were given details of our September Reunion which this
year is to be in Middlesbrough. All is on going for this.

Due to distance, age and expense, we sent our apologies
for non-attendance at the AGM in London. We have two
regular members from the now closed Sunderland
Branch and they have asked us to record their
appreciation of the friendly atmosphere at our meetings.

I was recently reminded by a gentleman member of the
public that one of the grave stones in an old church in
South Gosforth bears the name of Pte Louisa Maxwell
and the age and date led me to believe that she was one
of the victims of the Great Yarmouth disaster. I
remembered that Joan Awbery, Secretary Norfolk
Branch had these details and she sent them to me. From
my research here, I found that Louisa had no known
relatives here and as that very weekend was when a
service was to be held at the site of the Plaque, Joan
kindly arranged for flowers to be at the site from the
Newcastle Branch. We were grateful for her help. We
have received a photo of the plaque and the flowers
thereon. The gentleman puts poppies on these graves
and we have told him that we have all this extra
information.

On behalf of our Branch I attended a church service in St
Thomas’ Church which was held on Saturday 2 June
specifically for the 25th year of the Falklands conflict.
Another of our members, Vi Waters, joined the limited
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numbers of veterans who joined the latter end of what
had been a very magnificent and very lengthy parade.
She is an ardent Signals member. There was a reception
hosted by the new Lord Mayor after the parade.

Our Branch WwRl2#ebrompresse Diyrae2dy/ puisi an
The Keelmans Lodge in Newburn — a short bus ride
from Newcastle. They have a good menu!

Our attendances vary but our Branch shows no sign of
closing! We do our best to keep in touch and one of our
members, Peggy Binns, sends cards and letters when
she learns of illness etc.

At what we call “The top end” of the room where we hold
our meetings, Ann Palionis and Joyce Stephenson are ..
always there with teas etc, donated raffle prizes and sales
at reasonable prices. Others, when called on, willingly go
around with anything requiring circulation. We end up
with a sharp happy game of Bingo just for laughs as a
good atmosphere prevails!

And finally, I am sad to report that two of our regular
members have died. Joy Fennell, on 21 March, was one
of our good long serving members. She was, I think, one
of our founder members and she was also our Treasurer
for many years. Failing health had prevented her from
attending meetings and she was very much missed. A
small group of our members attended the funeral and her
husband was very appreciative. Secondly, just as I write
this, I have been told that Vera Ellis née Tait has died. A
long-standing life member and regular attender, she
always brought Mary Dowson with her as Mary is
disabled and cannot get out and about on her own. Vera
had also been a voluntary worker for Oxfam for many
years and will be sadly missed by the many people who
knew her.

Best wishes to all from Newcastle.

NORFOLK BRANCH

June - and we’re already planning our next Christmas
lunch. A Branch of Optimists. We, in common with most
Branches are experiencing falling numbers at meetings
but are happy to say absentees from meetings do try to
make a very special effort to join at least one get
together throughout the year.

We were very saddened by the death of Mrs Joan
Shreeve who had been one of the instigators of the re-
forming of the Norfolk and Suffolk Branch in 1982. Joan’s
loss of sight and general disabilities meant that she had
been with the RNIB home for several months and was
very disappointed not to be able to attend meetings.

In March our Speaker was billed to talk about the “Berlin
Wall”. We didn’t know the treat that we were going to
get! He had been with BRIXMIS in its foundation years
and gave us an insight into what actually “went on”
behind the Berlin Wall. This was a great eye-opener and
we were thoroughly mesmerised by his story and
pictures. This coincided with an article on BRIXMIS in
the Lioness which we then found to be of greater interest
as we had “been there”!
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The following month we were treated to a talk by the
owner of a private WW1 and WW11 Museum who has
amassed his own collection of memorabilia relating to
both Wars and he has kindly invited us all to visit his
museum - and take tea — with him there in place of our
September meeting.

In July we shall hear about walking the Great Wall of
China and in August another talk entitled “The Royal Air
Force”. We wonder what stories and history will lie
behind that bland title — nothing straightforward, no
doubt! This will be on 4 August when we very much
hope we shall be joined by the Chairman of the Eastern
Region, Mrs Patricia Stevenson. Unfortunately we
haven’t been able to plan an Area reunion this year.

We attended our usual informal service at the Plaque in
Yarmouth on 11 May. This year flowers were sent from
the Newcastle Branch who have been tending the grave
of one of the victims of this tragedy, Private Louisa
Maxwell, buried in South Gosforth Cemetery. This plot,
in spite of being a War Grave, had been sadly neglected,
and it occurs to me that other Branches may know of
ATS graves in their area similarly uncared-for. I, Joan
Awbery, the Branch Secretary on 01603 455070, have a
list of such ATS burials, County by County — if you are
uncertain. The War Graves Commission gives grants to
local Councils to maintain War Graves, so it is the
Council’s responsibility to see they are in good order.

A garden party was held in the Secretary’s garden last
Saturday. A day of solid rain preceded it, but all was well
on the day and we raised a very healthy sum for funds,
donating half to the Lioness Fund. We shall no doubt find
good use for the rest — we are planning on a day out to
Southwold in July.

Good wishes to all Branches.

Editor: Many thanks for the generous £100 donation.

PLYMOUTH BRANCH

We seem to have been quite busy again these past six
months. October brings us to the AGM and all officers
were returned to office on a unanimous vote.
November’s big date is the annual Festival of
Remembrance at the Pavilions, Plymouth. Another grand
concert from the Band of the Royal Marines followed by
a brief service of remembrance: twenty-one members
and friends were able to attend. There was also a service
at St Andrew’s church on 11 November and Armistice
celebrations on the Hoe on 12 November. We were
saddened to hear that Margaret Ellison had died. She
had lived on the Isle of Wight since she left Plymouth but
always kept in touch with us.

In December, we had our Christmas lunch at St Aubyn’s
Masonic Hall, again a very enjoyable meal. Major
Maskens-Mclntyre joined us and told us all about her
service years. We were invited to a 4 choir concert in St
James Church, Torpoint - a most delightful evening.
Several members were able to go to the Officers’ Mess,
HMS Drake, for a Christmas Food and Craft Fayre and
had a great time buying from the stalls. The Merchant
Navy’s Christmas party at Stonehouse gave us all a very



good time and an excellent buffet. By now you must be
thinking that our lives are one big round of pleasure; it
often 15 and we very much appreciate the invitations scol
to us from other asseciatons.

Dur first mee fw 5@@ W,
Pam Serpell li!L:? gﬁg{%’m lnwiniq:gheg't i ﬁiﬁhe
had come with her daughter to our Christmas hunch and
wie miss her at the meetings, March saw us at the
Victory Services Club for the AGM: 1t was very pleasant
Ly meet old rends. Betty Mitchell was our sole
representative al the South and SW Area reumon in
Salisbury on 29 April,

In May, Eileen, Joan and Ruth went to Lourdes for the
Ath International Military Filgrimage with the Joint
Services Group, There were over 40 of us in our group,
18 VIPz each with a helper, of whom several are serving
cadets and regular Service personnel. There were also 2
nurses, a doctor, our group leader and a serving padre,
What a fantaztic week that was and having the military
there was quite a unique experience. Many bands from
differcnt Regiments and Services performed a grand
concert on the Sunday in the Domain on a lovely sunny
day. This was followed in the evening by a barbecue in
the grounds of Hozanna House where we were staving.
106} Service men and women from the UK Military
Contingent and The Band of the Light Cavalry, who
kindly agreed to entertain us while we ate, were invited
&5 our guests and we all had a wonderful time. A couple
of diays later our group went to the Cenotaph in Lourdes
to lay a wreath and Eileen was honoured and thrilled to
be asked if she would lay the wreath with the serving
cadets in attendance.

Dur next big event, on 23 May, was our reanion in Truro
with our ladies who live in Cornwail, We were very
privileged to have Lt Col Sue Westlake, Major Jane

Freebairn and Major Maskens-McIntyre as our guests at
the Roval British Legion for a very good roast lunch, Lt
Col Westlake was able to present Certificales of
Appreciation o Mrs Emith Pentecost, Mrs Queenie
Brdle and Mrs vy Seabrook, Mrs Ethel England was not
well enough to come to Truro so her certificate was
presented to her at her home a short while later,

Cheerie Bridle
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Meanwhile back in Plymouth, (while we were in Lourdes
enpoying our parades and concerts in 29°¢) seven of our
ladies were planning to attend the MMNA's Atlantic Day
Parade from Plymouth Civic Centre to the Barbican.
Unfortunately the day was spoiled by a deluge and the
parade was cAREEC ompr ess pldnre rsion
ahead; they had a small wreath laving ceremony a lew
days later when the weather improved.

As [ write, June promises W be farly quect, a small
contingent have volunteered to collect in the city for the
ABF fund day and hopefully to rest up to gain new
ataming in time for the Falkland Veteran's Celebrations
on 14 and 15 July, Our ATS ladies are having a stand on

the Hoe so as to spread the word and to, hopefully,
recruit new members for our Branch.

Thiz vear we have one new ATS and two new WRAC
members, so our numbers are holding steady at the
misTent,

We have booked our seats for the Festival of
Remembrance at the Pavibons in November and our
Christmas hunch 15 on 14 December.

ROCHDALE BRANCH

We still hold our meetings on the last Tuesday in each
maonth at 1.30pm in our beautiful Town Hall. Some of us
have our lunch first in the dindng room 1o Keep up our

sirength.

Last September ten of us made our way to Eden Camp
for the Memorial Parade and Service, usaally on the first
Sunday in the month, 1L was a great day out and the
Parade of Slandards iz very impressive, The minibus we
hired broke down just inside the gate as we arrived!
How's that for good timing and good luck,

Chrstmas and we engoved our turkey and Chnstmas
pudding at our favourite venue — the Masonic Rooms.

wmurrded t

The WRALT Asparcianion, Nochdsle Bramch

ul vitth garrled owl in

ol

In May the Royal British Legion presented the Branch
with a Poppy Certificate of Appreciation for all the work
we do each year on behalf of the Foppy Appeal. The
enclosed photograph was taken at our meeting for the
members 1o see the Certificate.

Thiree of us went to Blackpool 1o attend the Roval
Arfillery Association gathering. It was greal 1o see g0
many ATS there, having travelled from many different
parts of the country. We are hoping 10 g0 again next vear,

We send our good wishes to friends in other Branches
and to all at Headguarters.

SALISBURY BRANCH

Writing this report less than a week after hosting the
South & South West Area Eeunion {(full report
elsewhere), forgive me for starting with our last event
We were so pleased to see so many happy ladies. [t really
was a pleasure to welcome vou all and know that you
eajoved the day,

Ii 1sn't every day one meets a Tudor Sailor, but, in
Movember, Bill Moore came 1o our meeting Lo give an
illustrated talk about the Mary Rose. Bill, a volunteer
presenter from the Mary Eose Trust, brought a number
of arfefacts that had been retrieved and carefully
restored and certainly he drezsed for the part! He alzo
gave a vivid account of life in that era.

Kay Cazsey, Gladys Webb, Thirza Sillick, Bill Moore, May
Brown and Mawreen Roberizon,



We all enjoved our Christmas lunch at the Eoval British
Legion, the meal was excellent.

Cruren Coombes clutches her raffle prize survounded by Val
Trout, foan Hine, Carol Ederle, Dorrie Rose and Jill
Trainor

Our Bring & Buy auction in January raised 263,50 for
Branch fumnds.

In February, our Secretary booked a team fo
demaonsirate char-based exercizes. Al this cxercise 1o
music is very pood for vou = Dam sure she wanls o get
115 all a bt fitter and we did enjoy ryving o keep up with
them. Some of us have even joined their classes,

Three members attended the AGM in London and it was
VEry nice to see so many familiar faces.

There was a warm welcome for the return of Sue &
Larry Skeats and David Harris in March, ‘Their collection
of ald instruments is fascinating and it is very difficult to
choose which of the three is giving the true definition of
what the imstruments were used for. They are each very
plausible. We scored a little better this time (no zeros)
and the winner was Clare Edwards.

Our coming events include a visit to the Boval Signals
Museum at Blandford and a pub lunch, so we are all
CRpoying our meetings.

Wi send our congratulations to the new Lincoln Branch.
Hupiz vou can cope with Bimbo Coleman = as we did
before she moved o vour areal See her in the pholograpk
af Lincodn Branch,

SHROPSHIRE BRANCH

Doesnt time fly when you are having fun? Which we
hope you all are, but for those who are not =0 well, please
zel well soon.

Following on from our last report, in December we
enjoved our Christmas meal out at the White House
Hotel, Muxton and were pleased to have our Area
Chairman, Maggie Purkis and the Area Secretary, Irene
Hall, to join us,

We had mo meeting in January, also this year no meeting
in February as the decorators were in.

At our March meeting Terri made a cake to celebrate
Terri and Beryl’s 8lth birthdays. Later we senl
congratulabions w Flo and Stan Poulter for their special
Diamond Wedding Anniversary, a great achievement -
our very best wishes to vou both,

Sixn of us went 1o the AGM at the Victory Club and
Brenda, our Treasurer, received a Certificate of
Appreciation, She has worked hard for us for years, as
has her handsome hushand Bill - grateful thanks o vou
T,

Brewda Adams receives ey Certificate

Thiz vear we senl E43 1o Shropshive Air Ambulance, in
lieu of Christmas cards to each other. Two of our
members went to the ATS Dinner Club lunch at the
Victory Services Club and had a very good day.

In May, Lucy, Chas and Hilda went with the Roval
Artillery Aszociation to the sad but memorzble occasion
of the closure of Woolwich Arsenal, home of the Royal
Artillery for 201 yvears, The ceremony was performed
with impeccable precision in spite of everyone being
drenched with pouring rain, Their new home will be at
Larkhill.

We are proud of the fact that one of the first ladies who
will join the Royal Chelses Hospital, was one of our
Branch members — she is Win Phillips - have a happy
time there Win,

Lucy Bowver and Beryl Lane will be going to London for
Veterans Week, staving at the Union Jack Club, courtesy

2



of the “Mot Forgatten Association”, while we will be at
the National Memoral Arboretum, Alrewas on 27 June.

The REME Association has invited us to join them on

their trip to Llangollen in July to enjoy the delights of
steam railway P e ompressor Kige &%ﬁﬁﬂm

hope we don't end up shovelling coal!

That's all for this time friends, half the year has gone
already. This stuff called tine = does it go quicker, or still
the samc? Mavbe as we gel older, it takes us longer o do
our johs!

Visitors are always welcome at our meetings, including
men (which we do have sometimes).

Best wizhes fo everyvone everywhere.

SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH
Hello to all the members far and wide.

October brought our AGHM with one change on the
committes; Margaret Woodhead, our Treasurer, had 1o
resign because of ill health. But Stephanie Caws
volunteered and i= doing a sterling job, keeping us all in
lire.

MNovember we had a demonstration by Florrie Groves'
daughter, Sue. Do vou know the things that vou can do
with stlver foil, baking- paper. special paper an iron and
plittery bits? It was very entlertaining. December we had
our Christmas DO, [t was a different venue this time
and although the numbers were down from the year
before we had a preat ime,

January was our Bring and Buy sale, proceeds from this
are very welcome for our funds, [ know a great magonity
enjoy our February mestings which is where we have
memory lane. [t surprising how members had different
types of wars o others, March was a general chat as we
were finalising detatls for our Annual Dioner.

April was our Annual Dinner at Romsey RBL. There were
one or two hiccups with the kitchen side of things, but
we made the best of it and [ think we went home happy,

In May we had an extra special speaker, the niece of Sgt
Besgie Hill, If the readers of the Liomeze can remember
page 47 of the last issue, Set Bessie Hill was mentioned
by her niece who wanted to know if anyone from the ATS
knew of her. Jean Doe, our Chairman managed to get in
touch with Beasie's niece who gave us a better insight to
Bessie, What a fantastc lady Bessie was and il was such
a shame we didn’t pel the chance to meet her in person.

June we are going to have an ‘anything goes” evening,
where members can have a chance o say what they feel
and if they want to change anything about their branch —
it makes a change from the committee talking all the
Lirme,

We have had a few trips and more to come this vear, We

wenit to Burley which iz renowned for supplving
numerous gifts concermng witches (joking [ hope). We

a0

had lunch in a fantastic pub/restaurant. There were
about 18 of us and the service was really good with the
food especially as everybody arrived just about at the
same tme. We also found out at lunch that our driver and
his wife are in a local amateur dramatics sociely so we
will be getting information about up and coming shows
which I'm sure our members would like to go (0.
Following lunch it was off to 2ee The Olde Thyme Music
Hall Show. What a wonderful afternoon we spenl there,
The Tweenies" (Florrie and Vera) sang their hearts out
I'm sure they slept well that night.

On April 20th, we accepted an invitation to the South and
South West Area reunion hosted by the Salisbury
Branch. What a fantastic day, the organizing and hard
work that must have gone into making the day the
suceess that it was. [ tried to help by running (well slow
walk really with my aches and pains) with raffle prizes; |
just hope we can manage our organising of the reunion
as well as they did theirs.

Wi have also been to Wilton shopping complex. Ten
ladies let loose with cards and cheque books. Before
arriving at Wilton, we went to the café for breaktast. This
small but very clean and friendly eatery was found by
chance when we were going to the Bristol reunion last
vear. What a find it is, I'm sure we will be using it again.
W have trips boolked for Mother Belly's for Fish and
Chips in Porchester, Gail's Luncheon, Betty Rush's Tea
Party, Bletchley Park and Dorchester Market. | think
that will keep us going for awhile,

Cir branch has been very fortunate in having four new
ladies join us in the past few months, We hope they all
enjoy our happy, noisy mad gang. Here they are:

Penny Bailey

Ella Dodds



We do have a fifth new member Yvonne Smith but
unfortunately due to a brief hospital stay, we couldn’t get
Yvonne’s photograph in time for this issue.

Note of Appreciation from Pam Nesbitt née Zanellotti.

May I take thiPFourmprnssmrigdizngeyarsion
Secretary of Southampton Branch for welcoming my sister,
Yvonne Smith née Zanellotti, into their branch? On Page
48 of the last edition, Yvonne was seeking old friends. To
date, no luck, but the ladies from Southampton have made
her most welcome and turned her life around. Thank you
all once again.

STAFFORD BRANCH

As always our meetings, or outings, are held on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at Trinity Church, Stafford. The
number of active members is dwindling, due to ill health
and/or mobility problems. Sadly our Branch news
reflects this but we endeavour to keep in touch with
absent members via a Branch letter.

We had no meeting in January as everyone needed to
recover from the festive season and gird their loins for
bargain hunting in the January sales. What a start to the
year. In February we had a very chatty meeting plus tea
and cream cakes courtesy of Joan Higgins. Start as you
mean to go on, that's what we always say.

In March, the members enjoyed a Beetle Drive
organised by Muriel Lakin. Beetle Drives at Stafford
involve an awful lot of laughing for some reason. Due to
holidays and personal commitments no-one was able to
attend the AGM in London.

April was our 43rd anniversary and was celebrated with
lunch at the Vine Hotel. Sadly due to ill health/mobility
problems and a family bereavement only five members

were able to attend. Lasagne and salmon were the most
popular choices and we didn’t have a pudding — weren’t
we good?

In May we had an opportunity for six members to hear
all the latest news from Headquarters. It was also a
chance to catch up on gossip, followed by the inevitable
tea and biscuits.

In June, Jeannie, Edie Rayner’s daughter-in-law gave us
another lesson in sign language. Thanks to Jeannie for
making these lessons so informative and enjoyable. Edie,
Jeannie and her Mum travelled to Stafford from Burton
on Trent just to attend this meeting. No only that but
Jeannie also had to swap her day off so she could make
it. Thanks a lot Jeannie — we do appreciate it.

May we wish everyone a glorious summer with lots of
opportunities to enjoy the garden or the local park.
Victoria Park in Stafford is looking beautiful if anyone
would like to visit us.

ULSTER BRANCH

We in Northern Ireland seem to be having a reversal of
seasons. We experienced some very hot spring weather

and now in June we are having an abnormal amount of
heavy rain and subsequent flooding which has brought
miserable conditions for many.

However, on a bright note, just before Christmas a
number of us went to the pantomime in Belfast Opera
House and we had a wonderful time (with the help of
miniature Baileys and some very nice chocolates!) This
was a new venture for us and we enjoyed it so much that
we all agreed, if possible, to continue to do something
similar next year.

We were all delighted to learn that our hard-working
Treasurer Rae Halley was presented with the Pingat Jasa
Malaysia medal for service in Malaysia during the period
1957 to 1966. The ceremony was in Lisburn Civic Centre
followed by a reception and was attended by dignitaries
from that part of the world. It must have been especially
poignant for Rae as her husband Robert had been
awarded the medal posthumously and this was received
by her son Darren.

Beechlawn Hotel in Dunmurry was again the venue for
our Grand Reunion Lunch in February. Once again the
meal was superb. Just prior to the meal we had our usual
Bring & Buy sale, raffle etc which always adds that extra
bit of interest and excitement. The hotel was very busy
that day with two weddings but they still managed to
look after us very well.

We had planned our summer outing to Enniskillen, but
unfortunately due to illness etc this had to be cancelled.
Another problem has been the rising cost of transport for
our outings as in some cases this seems to have doubled
since last summer. Obviously we need to have sufficient
members supporting our outings in order to cope with
this increased cost. However, the most important thing is
that those members who had been ill earlier in the year
are now back to good health and we look forward to
having them back with us at our AGM later in the year.

During the coming months we look forward to selecting
a suitable venue for our AGM and also our Christmas
treat.

Best wishes to all and I trust that everyone, including our
hard-working Headquarters Staff, have a great summer
and that the weather will be kind to us.

WILMSLOW BRANCH

The members of Wilmslow Branch send good wishes to
you all and hope you have an enjoyable summer which
will be just a memory by the time you are reading this.

The Lyons Club have invited us to share in a coach that
will take us to the National Memorial Arboretum during
Veteran’s Week — we are indebted to them for their
kindness. This means we have no planning to do, we just
have to meet at our Secretary’s house where the coach
will be waiting. We are very pleased to hear that Betty,
our member who lives in Wales, will be visiting a friend
near Wilmslow so will be able to join us. We are always
pleased to see her and still miss her at our meetings.
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It promises to be a busy day so we hope the weather is
kind to us again, but not 20 hot as it was when we went
for the dedication of the ATS statue, which was
scorching. “Wear strong shoes' our Secretary said,
strong shoes? Is she proposing to march us about the
place? Sorry, RDHa(-0mphzessor Free Version

One of our members, Gwen Johnson née Madment
(Tafly to any who knows her) tells us she has now been
a volunbeer worker in her local Cancer Eescarch shop for
25 years. Well done, Gwen!

Our congratulations and best wishes go (o Joan Scholar
and her husband Harry who celebrate 60 yvears of
marriage in June, We hope they have a wonderful Gme
when friends and relations from home and abroad arrive
to join them and make it a day to remember.

Our July meeting will be at our favourite hotel where we
will enjoy our birthday lunch, The staff always look after
us well and make it an enjoyable time.

A word of warning from our Secretary who received a
phone call from an unknown person who tried to find out
details of her bank account. Wisely she told them
nothing and hung up. There are some very nasty people
ol there whose atm in life 15 (o part unsuspecting people
from their money 20 it behoves s all to be on our guard.
Listen to no-one who promises yvou wealth when all they
wanl {o do 15 transfer your money into their pockets.

We send our good wishes o Joan, our Australian
menber, and think how nice i would be if she could join
us in our meetings and outings.

WINCHESTER BRANCH

2007 started well with our usual Post Christmas meal.
This vear it was held at the Winchester Hotel, which was
a new venue for the Branch and they did us proud! We
even had one side of the restaurant 1o ourselves for the
meal and the staff were all slightly bemused by the fact
that we swapped chairs halfway through the meal so that
we got the chance to speak to other members, Although
we only had eleven members attending, we welcomed
Lynn Blowes and Lesley Annable both of whom had
recently joined the Branch.

Lymn Blowwes, Sue Westlake and Maggie Gardiner
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Ciath Cox

In February we
received the sad
news that Doreen
Feitham, one of our
ex ATS members,
had died at the age
of 82. Doreen had
only been a member
aof the Branch for a
couple of years bul
in that time she had
made her presence
felt with her
enthusiasm Lo try
anvthing. Although
havimg poor sighl and being frail, she managed toogo to
the Cenotaph and Westminster Abbey and join us at most
meetings. She was also a demon on the skittbes allev. As
long as she was poanted in the right direction, she
invariably scored better than most of the rest of us! She
will certainly be missed.

Daredn Feltham

The flm night in Macch went well for the [ew who

managed to get there, We watched the Legend of Zorro,
an excellent film that everyone enjoyed. Tea and coffee
and nibbles were provided. Also in March quite a few of



the Branch attended the AGM in London, masl being
invelved eiher at Headguariers or on Council. Creiginally
wee were going o have a meal afterwards but maost
people seemed to wani to get home after a bong day =0
that fell by the wayzide,
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As the May meeting was moved to June, we decided 1o
huve s retail therapy day in Guildiord, Only two of us
went in the end but we had a good day and definitely
spent too much.

17 May — Shock News — The Lioness quiz team came 4th
in the Roval Signals Association Annual Quiz held in
Aldershot. Editor and qguiz fram member — fthe shame of 1!
i think we were mavbe loo confident after last year's victory
and rushed into some answers too quickly Althsugh we
absolutely krew that the last Britisk Prime Minister nod fo
have & wife woas Margaret Thatcher and rof Edward Heath
ax wiosd people decided, we condd nod think of the name of
the foothall team in America which Dhavid Beckham was
Eoing to join! We promize to do belter next vear

The delayed May meeting held in June was the annual
Farty in the garden = this vear hosted by Alison
Schofield in her home in Faroham,

What a night - 11 mm of rain fell in a couple of hours
{thanks to John, Alison’s hushand, for that bit of
infrmiation}. Looking oul of the window al home before
feaving | thought o mysel, "We are going o get wetl”
Those of us leaving from Winchester met at the
Winchester Hotel car park where we caught the
Commiunity Transport. We had a very smooth ride to
pick up Lt Col Sue Westlake and Sue Taylor on the way
and then enward to Alison's, When we arrived the rain,
although still threatening, staved away, so having had a
wander around Alison’s beautiful Bose Garden we all got
very cosy in the pazebo. Lucky there were not more of
us or we would have been sitting on each others knees.
We welcomed Brenda Killick, ex-Aldershot Branch, as
Alison’s puesl with the hope that she might like o join
car Branch in the future. Our driver and his wife alao
imined us — now what are the odds of two people meeting
in a garden in Hampshire fnding out that they once lived
within two miles of each other in Scotland? Naot high, bt
that's what happened to our driver's wife and Jane
Freebairn. The food kept coming as did the drink, the

rain stayed away and the time flew by, We managed Lo
have our usual raffle = lots of prizes and evervone wenl
away with something. Unfortunately came the tme 1o
leave, many thanks to Alison and John for entertaining us
= did you know thal mayonnaise iz named after a French
General?

WOLVERHAMPTON BRANCH

Meetings have been held each month this year as usual,
and although the “Apolegy List™ has sometimes been
lomger than we would like it to be, we have =8ll had a
good number of members present,



COur highlight so far has been our visit to the National
Memaorial Arboretum at Alrewas on 23 May. It is only a
short journey from Wolverhampton by coach, but
impossible on public transport, We were favoured with a
viry warm sunny day which appeared unexpectedly in
the middle of R B ressordirec'Wersion
ATS Statue, the Ack-Ack ATS Plinth and our own
Association Grove, Although the warm weather in Apnl
has brought the blossom out early, and some of it was
over, there was s6ll plenty to show how beautiful the
Grove 15, We made use of the three benches to rest
before exploring other nearby sites, We had pre-bocled
Lunch in the Restaurant and can well recommend this to
any parties vigiting the Arboretu.

Before this Lioness is published our Branch will have
been represented af the Civie Sunday Service and have
also been invited to the Mayvor's Beception on Veterans'
Day.

We send our best wishes to all friends near and far and o
Life Members of our Branch who live too far away to join
us at our meetings. We were pleased (o hear from Elsie
Flummer, a member of our Branch in the 19505, who is
now a member of the Norfolk Branch,

YORK BRANCH

Grectings once again rom a lovely summer’s davan York
= couldn't believe it was time to put pen o paper and
write our short report for the Liosess. S0 with help from
our Secretary here goes,

As we reported in the previous Liowess, 3ix of our
members were invited to a Christmas lunch hosted by
the Mot Forgotten Asseciation”, The lunch and
entertainment were excellent. The photo shows two of
our members — Betty Hudson and Joan Holden enjoying
their day out, By the time this goes to print, Joan will
have celehrated her 90th birthday, =0 congratulations to
Joan who was our Standard bearer for many years.

Joan Holdew and Belly Hudson

In February, thirteen ladies accompanied by four
genttemen met for lunch at the Dormouse Bestaurant in
York. The lunch for the ladies was provided by the late
Mre Joan Armitage who left a donation to the Branch
members. A great lady who will be sadby missed for her
chatter and laughter,

a4

Our March meeting saw the welcome return of Irene
Quarrie looking fit and well after her stay in hospital,
Volunbteers are now required U0 talk about their
interesting posts and so far 2 members have come
forward = Phvl Lind=ell and Irene. We have one new
member - Mrs Findlay who lives in Fulford. Our
Secretary had sent her a welcoming letter,

On a sadder note, we have to report the death in March
of Mrs Nell White, Nell was a founder member when the
Branch reformed in November 1982, She had suffered i1l
heglth for the past four years and sadly her hugband
Meville died suddenly in Novembaer 2006, Four members
attended her fumeral al the crematorium,

On Saturday 24 March 1 had a call [rom Connie Beat, one
of our Scarborough members who was expecting 1o go
into hospital for a knee replacement to say that she had
badly birnt the said leg and the operation would be
postponed. | visited Connie 2 weeks ago having had the
knee replaced and was now convalescing, She was in fine
spirits and raring o go. Well done Connie.

Also on Saturday 24 March, Feona our Secretary
attended the AGH and Secretaries’ meeting at the
Victory Services Club in London, reporting the outcomse
tor oiar pembers at the April meeting. We are now saving
madly to attend the Grand Reunion in March 2009,

Colonel Hazel Powell gave an interesting talk describing
a fascinating time in Kenva whilst a serving officer in the
WRAC, setting up an equivalent service for the women of
Ky

Mary Bobinson, our very valued member who abways
makes the tea and coffee, sells raffle tickets and clears
up atter us all was sadly missed from the April meeting
due to illness, [ have visited bary on behalf of us afl and
took her flowers and a card which she greatly
appreciated. | am pleased to say Mary is now well on her
wHY 0 TeCoVeryE

May meeting was a quiet meeting with only ten members
but we had a discussion regarding the North East
Reunion and our outing in June which was once again a
trip to the Dormouse in York where thirteen ladies and
thres gentlemen enjoved lunch. As vou can see by the
phote — what a happy crowd we are,

York Branch at the Darmonse Restanrant

We are looking forward to our outing in Scarborough in
Avgust when we join up with our members who live



there and have a really good lunch, followed by a visit to
the beach to look at the sea and then on to our litlle
regtaurant for our cream tea before saying our good-hyes
and catch the bus hack to York. Lets hope for betfer
weather this vear as last vear the heavens opened.
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Saturday 14 July is the open day at Imphal Barracks in
York from 11am to 4pm, and the 12/13/14 October is the
Wartime Weeleend in Pickering. This weekend 15 well
worth attending with re-enactment scenes, plenty of
vichicles on display and the wsual wartme singing and
dancing.

The above photo is of our Secretary. Feona Dixon
leading the parade at last vear's Thanksgiving and
Remembrance Service at Eden Camp in Malton, North
Yorkshire. This year's service will be on 9 September.
The parade will march off at 14000 hrs,

May I lake thiz opporiunity of wishing all members of
the WRAC Association a very happy Christimas and all
the best for 2008,

Ara you an annual mamber? If so, your membership runs
oul a8l the end of Soptember, 1T wou bekong to @&
geographical Branch, plesss glive youd Secréfary o

Treasurer your subscrption renewal in good e | you
balong fo Headquarters Branch then you mast send your
subscription dirsctly o WRAC Association, AGC Cantra
wWigrihy Down, Winchaster SChT 2R

Chanues ghould b made payable o WHRAL Assocalan
and amive &3 soon a5 possible after 1 October

It B weery Important hal gou renas your membesshdp m
goo lime If wou leave il o0 Ele, wou will maal receive
your Liongss gt the right time and i wil#l cost more in
mangy and time o update your membarship fecords
.||:::|.'|'::II|'||:|:3.I and 1o post oul your Lioness

PLEASE HELP US TO ENSURE YOUR
MEMBERSHIP IS KEPT UP TO DATE

P3: Why not become a Life Membar and then you
will not need to worry about renewing your
subscription each year? A bargain at £50. Why not
ask your family and friends to club together and
buy it far your Chrisimas or Birthday?

GIFT AID DONATIONS IN RESPECT OF
THE WRAC ASSOCIATION
(Reg No 206184)
including
THE ATS AND WRAC BENEVOLENT
FUND

Since 6 April 2000, Deeds of Covenant
have been replaced by Gift Aid as means
of giving to charity.

@ |f you are a UK Taxpayer, you can
make a Gift Aid Declaration when you
make & donation to charity. By making
such a declaration, the receiving
charity can reclaim any tax you have
paid on your donation, This will give
the Association or the Benevolant
Fund an exira 28p for every £1 you
donate.

@ Gift Aid Declarations may be written or
given orally over the telephone,

® If your circumstances change and you
no longer pay tax on your income
and/or capital gains at least equal in
amount 1o the tax that the charity
reclaims, you should cancel your
declaration.

@ You can cancel the declaration at any
time simply by notifying us that you
wish to do so. If an oral declaration is
cancelled within 30 days from the date
on which written confirmation is sent, it
will be as If the oral declaration had
naver bean made,

@ |f you are a high rate taxpayer, you
can claim further tax relief in your Self-
Assessment Tax Retumn.

® |f you are unsure whether or not your
donations quality for Gift Aid tax relief,
please contact the Association HQ on
01962 BB7570 or ask your local tax
office for leaflet IR 113 Gift Aid.

® Please notify the Association HQ of
any change of address.




ATS Reminiscences

MONTGOMERY CLUB, BRUSSELS

14760 ToOM RS 35 B Bhion

Thank you 20 much for Lioness 2/2006, | was maost
interested in the ATS in Belgium on VE Day 1945, | was
there too in Brussels and this photograph was taken
during Johnnie's demob party on & January 1946,

Montgomery Club Brassels
Mary (Hank) Harding, Molly Dwyver, N Flynn, Joknny,
{de-mob girl), Flsie, Rene Longman, Hattie & Mary?

I served in G602 MH AA Biy, Hayling Island 1943-15944,
then 485 MH AA Bily in 1944, Our M H AA Biy
digbanded in April 1945 and 8 of us were attached o 2o
Echelon in Brussels,

ATS - CAMERON BARRACKS, 1939
Joe MacDonald jmlm77@ntlworld.com

Looking through the regimental history of the Queens
Drem Highlanders (Seaforth Camerons) [ came acrosa
the attached photograph taken in Cameron Barracks in
1939, Some of vour members may be interested in seeing
it and of course may be in the pholograph.

My wife i3 a former member of the WERAC and a member
of the Southamplon branch and 1 was a Queens Own
Highlander. We met at the Edinburgh Taitodo in 1964,

36

WHERE ARE YOU ALL GIRLS?
Hazel Dinn (née Tyler) Middiesbrough Branch

The Secretary of Cleveland Branch submitted this article
on Behalf of Hazel Dann who was amongst 36 gicls who
took over from men on Radar and wha were the first pirls
to wear Barrack Diress,

455 MHAA Battery — Devises 1940

Back Row - Irene Clavlon, fudy Stocks, Rernee Wood,

Dot Green?

Fronl Row = Hella Ganlt, Margaret Allen, Elizabeth Dann,
Hazel Tvler, LCbI Jessie Lee, Edith Thowpson, Marjorie
Smith, foan Sexion

In September 1940 they were posted to Scotland from
Devizes and it took two days to get there by train. A brief
stopover in London and they saw The Queen, later the
thueen Mother, ingpecting war damage, Apparently she
asked why these girls were wearing trougers!! On arrival
al camp in Scotland, they were fed cocoa and rice
pudding — in tin mugs! This camp was so cold that these
young girls resorted to burning the straw from their
pallipsses to keep warm! Hazel has said that they were
the happiest years — don't we all say the same.

Hazel Dann (née Tuler)



"HELP 'US*TO INCREASE_

Over the last two years, our membership has fallen by about 1,000.
Although new members are joining, we need to encourage as many as
possible to keep the Association going over the next few years.

There is no doubt that we have come to rely heavily on the contribution
made by our ATS members and it is time for the WRAC to support their
Association to help preserve its future. The next Grand Reunion will be
in 2009 — the 90th Anniversary of the Association itself and the 60th
Anniversary of the formation of the WRAC. Only members of the
Association will be able to apply for tickets.

We would be very grateful if you could pass on this application form to
a friend and encourage them to join — £5 a year is not expensive and
is subsidised to ensure that everyone should be able to afford to join.
You can photocopy the form as many times as you like or tell your
friends that they can download a form from the website
www.wracassociation.co.uk

Perhaps you already pass on your copy of the Lioness to someone
else to read. PLEASE ask them to join and they can be reading their
own copy at the same time as you are reading yours.

THERE IS AN INCENTIVE!

A £50 Marks and Spencer voucher will be sent to the

person who can introduce the most new members by

Christmas so make sure they tell us who persuaded
them to join! |




APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
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To the General Secretary
The WRAC Association
AGC Centre, Worthy Down,
Winchester, Hampshire
S021 2RG

| wish to join the WRAC Associaﬁon as a Life Member and enclose £50
cheque

OR
| enclose £5 cheque for Annual Membership, which is in payment

of the first annual subscription up to the 31 October

DE L= Signature: .........ceeeeeeeeees et et e e e

All cheques must be in sterling and made payable to “The WRAC Association”
Subscriptions include Lioness
Overseas members are asked to contribute an extra £3.50 a year to cover postage of Lioness

Please complete this form in BLOCK LETTERS

ATS/WRAC/TAVR Army NUMDEr: .. ee e Last Rank Held: ....occonriimiiccininccrrcrrnneeen,

(Present Rank if still serving)
Miss/Mrs/Ms: .......ccccovcerenenn. SUINAME: ...iiiiccccecrrrerresssssteereers s s srn e e e ressssssereeacasassmneeeaasassennesaassn s mnraneeasassanennessasnnnen
L€ A= g A= T 3T T PO
Surname When Serving: ......cceviceeceercesrcrncssessssssssssssenssessnennnn Date of Birth: ..o
Fa¥e [o | XT38 Lol g @7 oL == oTaT gTa L=t TS O SRS SRS
Post Code: ....ccccoemeeeeeeenns E-mail: oo e Telephone NO: ....covecvecrrerrcrecere e
UNItS AUFNG SEIVICE! ...coiiiiiceiierireeesicis e e e aessaserr e s sessssse s r e e s ra s s ben st e e reas s sennrenraaa s snneeeeaassssmnrenaaae s annesarensssmnateenssssanennss
Date of Enrolment.........c..cocceciiiiiccircmernn s crccmeene s e Date of Release: ......ccoccccvrivirinincnncmrernensssceeene s
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ANNE NIGHTINGALE
Mr & Mrs (: Evans
5 Gilpin Close, Fishbourne, West Sussex PO19 J0W
Tel: 01243 784764

In response tPIME Gamprassoi-FireerVer sion
Mightingale on Page 49 of Livsess 12007, My name i=
Glynn Evans | am sending this on behalf of my wife,
Muriel née Wheeler, W /56708, who unfortunately
suffers from dementia and has problems with speech
and writing afier a stroke,

We know Anne very well and also her late husband Bill
as they have joined us on many of our velerans trips to
Normandy and Holland. All of us have a great many
things in common as Bill, his war Ume mate Andy and [
are all JUNO veterans, Muriel and Anne were in
SHAEE

Awne fcentre), Muriel (right) with Normandy Veterans
Association Standard Bearer, September 2004

Muriel served as a teleprinter operator in the ATS from
the age of 17, saying she was 18, and was demobbed in
1946 She served in Hastings, Haywards Heath, Goodge
Sireet, Bughy Park, volunteered for overseas and landed
on Omaha in the autumn of 1944, This was an
unforgettable experience as she had to climb down a
landing net into the assaull craft wearing a skirt, After
zpending the night in eniz next to a POW camp, she was
transported to SHAEF in Versailles. She then joined
SHAEF FOREWARD with General Eisenhower in Rheims,
She says evervone liked ke, She happened to be on duty
the night the armistice was signed and had to zend 2
secrel messages o Moscow given the lerms of surrender
for agreement hefore they were released to the general
publbic. Against all regulations she kept the oricinal
copies which we sold at Christies in 2004, We met in 1946
in Muremburg, Germany, married in 1947 and have just
celebrated our Diamond Wedding.

Editor; Thank you g0 minich for taking the time fo wrile Hiis
arficle on behalf of vour wife. I am glad that she sill enjows

the Tioness'

MEMORIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST
Dorothy (Dot} G Foster née Court
2 The Green, Radeliffe-on-Trent,
Motz MG12 208, Tel: 0115 033 2228

At the outbreak of war [ was a shop assistant in Brighton
and did my share of fire-watching on the rool top over
the shop, With a [rfiend we decided to join the Forces if
we could be Kept together. We joined the ATS having
first tried the WAAF, bt they woukd nol puarantee we
would be kept together, We were atlached (o the Roval
Corps of Signals and were very proud of our badpe.

We were trained at Chester for 2% weeks learning aboul
electricity and magnetiam, how to repair Field
Telephones and work the current type of telephone
awitchboard. After training our first employment was in
the gun operations room doing plotting with 34 AA
Brigade at Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham from 1941 to
rmid 1544,

Dorothy tn 1941 just affer enlisting

Feturning from sick leave [ was informed that 1 was fit
encugh to be conscripled o be posted dverseas which
was quite g shock. I spent a few weeks in the camp
awaiting further instructions and eventually one morning
on the Notice Board we were all informed of our
destination — Palestine, The Holy Land. One group was
bound for Haifa and [ was delighted to find myself in the
other group bound for Jerusalem. To a girl who had
abways had a connection with the local Church in
Brighton to find mysell going to such a Holy place was a
relief and overcame the original disappointment of
having been conscripted to go overseas, | remained in
Jerusalem unti] coming home for demobilisation around
Easter time in 1945 — just a few months prier to the bomb
which caused havoc at the King David Hotel where | had
been working and [ believe which was placed very close
to the switchboard room. 1 often wondered whether it
had been "my girls™ on duty when it happened. How [
would like to hear from any of them who remembers Cpl
“Diot™ Court,

By thiz time T had been promoted to Corporal, was a
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Supervisor at the GHO switchboard in the King David
Hotel and was billeted at Allenby Barracks on the
Bethlehem Boad. As we were in a relatively hot country,
we were issusd with KDY uniforms {which needed
congiderable starching and pressing), decent underwear

and stocks, saRIFGibanpressor Fhreea Vidgksion:
from the UK khaki uniforms!

S0 started a quite amazing couple of vears, Within a few
days of arriving at Allenby Barracks the Sergeants
imvited "us girls" oa party and some eight or ten of us
gat around a table in the corner wondering what the
evening would bring. At another table was a group of
“civilians™ and the Sergeant Major introduced us. It
transpired that the “civilian” who invited me to dance was
a Palestine Policeman but because he was in C1D H() in
Jerusalem, he always wore civilian clothes. My “civilian”™
named John took me around and about so that | saw so
many exciting places and “happenings”, The Holy
Sepulchre, the Stations of the Cross and a multitude of
interesting things and places in the Old City; dancing
under the stars and within trellised gardens of tavernas.
The Church of Nativity in Bethlehem and the local shops
selling all sorts of mother-of pearl covered bibles/prayer
books ete. Alao further afield with a late night visit to the
Dead Sea and waiting to see the sun rise over the
Jordanian mountzins across the Dead Sea. Even floating
in that saltiest of water which in those days was much
higher than nowadays.

Within six weeks | became engaged to John - something
which the ATS Officer confronted me with and wanted
assurance that this was “genuine” — it certainly was and
wie have since enjoyed and celebrated our golden and
diamond wedding ceremonies!

Dovothy in Easthonrne before going to Palestine

| am often asked to tell about some of the more bizarre
happenings and one in particular seems to hold the
attention no matter how often it is heard. Allenby
Barracks was situated on the road from Bethlehem to
Jerusalem and if | was travelling inlo Jerusalem to meet
with John I wounld catch the Bus (No 7 1 believe) —an
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Egged Bus, with a Jewish driver. These buses had a long
seat heside the window just inside the door and opposite
the drivers position and it was always my intention to sit
on thiz seat as near to the door as possible just in case |
wanted a quick exit for any reason. On one occasion on
the seat immediately inside the door were two Arabs,
nothing unisual thought I, and sat down. The one next 1o
me was quiet but the other was arguing furiously with
the driver im Arabic so [ was quite ignorant of the subject
of the conversation. Two or three stops after | had
boarded, the Arab who had been speaking so forcibly
stood up, caught hold of his friend and carried him off
the bus and carefully laid him down on the pavement,
still berating the bus driver. Now | understood — his
friend was quite dead! | had been sitting next to a dead
Arab man, for about ten minutes! When | arrived at my
stop and got off John said, “Whatever is the matter? You
look quite scared”. When [ told him, he almost collapsed
with laughter and then explained that probably the
reason for the argument was that the live Arab was not
going to pay a fare forr his fiend as he considered him

nolb bo be a passenger bul lugpage!

It was not all fun and laughter however. There were some
hair raising times. You never knew from day to day what
might happen, a bombing, a shooting and one day | recall
counting up to 20 coffins, all of Palestine Policemen
being carried to the Cemetery on Mount Zion. Another
day John and [ were in the cinema in the German Colony,
Jerusalem and the film (a Western, [ think) included a lot
of shooting. As usual in such circumstances we sat at the
rear of the cinema, often with other rends, but it was
ol until we left the cinema that we realised that there
was actual shooling poing on outside. With bullets
ricocheting around us we hterally laid down in the gutter,
crawled along to the end of the road and quickly entered
another rend’s premises which were above the local
Police Station.

One other memory will always remain. A comparatively
amall, though elderty, Arab walking down the street
carrving a grand piano on his back - true, From time (o
time one witnessed similar strange and interesting things
and Inoking back 60 yvears what one remembers most
vividly are the good and happy times even the
celebrations on VE day when nearly everybody had
rather more to drink than usual!

My time came to go home to the UK and John's contract
had also expired but he had no knowledge of how long it
might be before he was able to go on UK leave, 1
travelled to Ismalia only to find that no troopship was
waiting for me and that it might be some weeks before a
sailing date was available, 1 considered that being in
Egvpt and John in Jerusalem was not ideal so requested
to go back to Jerusalem. I was told that I could only have
a rail warrant for one way and opted for the return from
Jerusalem to Egyvpl. The only way back o Jerusalem was
to go lo the entry/exit point where the Military Police
inspected everyone's “papers”. | asked if | could wait for
transport to Jerusalem and given the OK and waited. A
Lieutenant in the Royal Signals came in for clearance to
lernsalem and | asked him if he would be good enough
to let me accompany his convoy. He agreed and so |
crossed over the Sinai desert in an Army convoy, As soon
as | arrived in Allenby Barracks in Jerusalem, I



tedephoned John who was amased that | was back. That
irip was an experence, crossing the desert at night
needs to have been done o understand the theill but
anxiousness which it carried with iL

Eventually weRDFuGathp bess onilsreE. Vensioh
home first and, as agreed, visited John's parents in
Cheford, Whilst [ was there a radio announcement
informed us that a ship had docked carrying a mixture of
personnel for the end of the War celebrations and a
number of Palestine Policemen, John's father was sure
that he would be home in a day or so and. sure enough
twir days later — a knock on the door, | was ushered into
the paniry and after John's parents welcomesd him back [
curme out and completed the ideal homecoming. A
marriage was arranged in Brighton very quickly and
"That's that”.

ENCOUNTERS OF AN UNEXPECTED KIND
W/1B3031 Mrs Eve Y Frazer
53 Astor Dinive, Geilston Bay, Tasrmama Y15, Australia,
Email: pandy @iinetnel.ay

In February 1944 1 waz on leave In Alexandria staying al
Hibbert House (Toc H). At that time the QM Stores in
Cairo had run out of sanitary towels and we were
supplied with a roll of cotton wool and a length of net to
make our own. One morning, when my friend had gone
out, | was sitting on my hed making some of these
bunnies, as we called them. There was-a rap on the door
and, seemingly expecting the room to be empty, in
marched the GOC MEF, Generzl Sir Bernard Paget, with
several officers and the Toc H manager.

I jumped o my feet and crimson with shock and
embarrassment thrust my sewing materials under my
piliow, The great man barked questions at me, was |

Eve and fohn with Archdeacon folnstone
All saints Cathedral fune 1944

enpoyving my leave, were the beds comiortable, was the
food pood, the acilites adequate, sort of things and all |
coatld do was stutiter, =Y .. vessin” o evervihing. He then
said, “Very pood. Carry on.” and barged - the only word
for il = throueh his retinee and out of the door. The last
officer winked at me az he closed the door. T collapsed in
a heap on the bed. Cf course with hindsight I realised
they could not have known what [ was doing bat in my
nerviug state [ was sure they had.

Four months later [ was on honeymoon al Camberiey
Cottage, the WMCA married quarters, standing on stilts
beszide Lake Timsah at lzmailia, | was recovering from a
bad dose of sunstroke so one day, not feeling like the
witlk to the lido, we were in our room reading. | was
wearing a dress but my hushand, althourh destined for
higher rank, was then a sapper and was wearing KD
uniform as the troops were mot allowed to wear muft.

Dur peace was suddenly shattered by the nodse of motor
cveles and peeping out of the front door we saw several
stall cars and motor cycle outriders. We led oul of the
back door and wenl under the housze (o the vegetabls
garden cultivated by the wonderful Sudanese servant,
Sayed = the best cook 1 have ever met in all my travels
A few minutes later Saved appeared looking flustered
with behind him who but Sir Bernard Paget GOC MEE
He said “*How do you do Mrs Erer, the servant tells me
the hostess iz nol &t home, would you show me around
please”. It was nol a question of course, He ignored my
husband and also ignored my whispered, *Fraser”.

Crimson and agitated, [ showed him the spotless kitchen,
lounges upstairs and down and our room and he barked
the usual questions regarding conditions, food etc and
again | was a stuttering wreck, Y. . ves 5" to
everything. He then said, “Very nice, very nice. Thank
vou Mrs Erer. Carry on” He swept pass my husband
withoutl a leok and oul of the frontl door held open by
Saved. The vehickes went roaring back up the lane and |
collapsed onto the bed complaining, “Can't | go
anywhere withoul that man following me?™ My husband
said, “T am going to ook in the bathroom mircor”, and
when I asked why he said 1 think T have become
inwizgible™. I said “Well Mrs Erer can see vou and that is
all that matters”,

MNext morning the hostess came to our room while we
were having breakfast. She said “The servant tella me
there were visitors yvesterday. Was it anyone important?”

Eve aind Johw July 1944



I said *I suppose vou could say s0” and told her who it
was and we thought she would have apoplexy. For the
nexl half-hour we could hear her ranting on the
telephone, “Why had she not been advised of the
inzpection’™ ete. When we pagsed her on our way out she
glowered at uPDF iGompuressor aemiViorsion
days later an officer from Moascar came (o tell us it was
¥ Dray. We felt excited but rather guilly that we were
having a wonderful holiday while there would be so
much more bloodshed in Europe,

Between theze two encounters was a different one, My
iriend Evelyn Fleasantz and 1 used o attend the Friday
night dances in Cairo Cathedral Hall. There were very
few Hritish girls there most Syrian and Greek civilians
and hundreds of men, so we girls had several would-be
partners for every dance. It was of course very hot so in
the intervals we went out onto the terrace in front of the
cathedral and bought lemonade. On this occasion out of
the bishop's house came old Bishop Geynine, Archdeacon
Johnstone and a familiar figure m battledress with a black
beret adored with 2 badges. It was of course the then
General Montgomery, another Sir Bernard.

Eve, lefl and Evelyn, right. Kasr el Nil Barvacks, May
1945

As it happened Evelyn and | were the only British girls
il there and he came straight o us and smiled. He said
“Good evening™ and asked all the usual questions. Evelyn
white as a sheet, was struck dumb, so again it was up to
me, crimson-faced and flustered to blurt, “Y.ves Sir” to
every question. He said that coming back to Cairo was
lilee coming home to him, and then went into the hall to
address the hordes and we followed. By the way | had
not known before that he could not pronounce his rs.
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Al that ime he was not popular with many of the troops
who thought General Wavell had been vory badly treated
having nothing near the amount of troops and
ammunition Monty now had. When he spoke, howewver,
his eloquence was such everyone was completely
spellbound and he received a long-lasting ovation,

He read the lessona in the cathedral on Sunday and also
a very moving poem found on the body of a soldier in the
desert. [t was believed at first the soldier had written it
biit some years later the name of the poel was revealed.
Monty came back to Cairo once again before the War left
Africa but | manapged to remain concealed. [ had no idea
then that one dav T would come to live in Hobart ancd
discover that Monty had lived here for several vears
while his father was Bishop of Tasmania.

By the way, | would be very grateful if anyone could let
me have a copy of a photograph of the gates of Kasr el
Nil Barracks? | would happily pay for any costs/postage
inwolved.

Editor: Another wonderful cotrcidence. I worder I this
wext contributor can help?

RECOLLECTIONS - DR BEING WISE
AFTER THE EVENT!
WA112168 Wintfred Garner née Legp
27 Tennyson Avenue, Wanstead, London E11 20N

I have miuch enjoyved reading the Lisress over the vears
and suddenly decided to put a few of my own
recollections on paper!

O a bitterly cold January day in 1942, in Honilon, South
Devon, [ became W/ 112168 Pre Legg W How 1
remember that icy cold Nissan hut! Fortunately one of
our number had had the foresight to bring a hot water
bottle and that bottle was passed from bed to bed until it
reached the owner. | now began to absorb useful
information, beginning with the fact that it was not
appropriate to ask the CO on his rounds for a match with
which to light the stove (to heat the pan of hot water),

U being in a transit camp en route to my first posting, 1
discoverad it was unwise to admil o the ability 1o tpe =
the CO at Abergavenny wanled somedane who could use
a typewriler! This was the hesdquarters of Movement
Conirol, Abergavenny District, part of Western
Command. | have to admit [ enjoyed Abergavenny (troop
movements and Overlord), but here again it was unwise
to ride out from the local stables on Sunday morning
having dodged Church Parade on the excuse of being on
duty, only to meet the Church Parade coming the other
way whilat trotting along the High Street. Again it was
unwise to go to the cinema and be 2een itting in the
front row of the circle with the CO of the local American
unit, when the lights wenl up i the interval.

Some time after D Day, 1 foolishly volunteered for
service in Germany (my schoolgirl German was not too
bad) and found myself in a transit camp in Bristol knoen
as Mullers Orphanage, awaiting posting to GHO Caira® It
was not wise to be caught reading a book {Chicot the
Jester) tucked in a remote corner of the hall instead of



listening avidly 1o a lecture on “5ea Power™ for the third
tirme, | was detailed to lake part ina quiz and was stupid
enough o win it, My responze when old 1 most have
read the answers in a book from the hibrary, because 1
was always reading, wis nol polite!

PDF Compressor Free Version
Then came Caire and Kasr el Mil Barvacks! That awiul
mesz with swarms of cockroaches. Then Suez, Al night
b wisit the latrines we would form a quede, one person
leading with a hurricane lamp and one bringing up the
rear, also with a hurricane lamp. The green eves of the
numerous rats looked down at vou from the overhead
metal bars,

Finally, I helped kit out the British ex Prisoners of War
froun the Far East. | can see those walking skeletons now
and wall not forgel... oo, Envugh of my rambling!

NOTES OF SERVICE LIFE AT BURROWHEAD
ANT AT MANORBIER
W OATE05 Anne Dickinzon née Smith

Ard September sirens, My Aunt saying she would leave
London. February 1940 Brighton-Ocean Hotel-intake
ATs. After September to February dilly-dally | arrived at
Manorbier School of Gunnery and a month later went to
Burrowhead, Scotland with the Sth Kine Theodolite
Detachment, as Operator and Darkeoom Technician,
Miss E Cleck-Rattery our OO0 and very much aware of
her ‘charges” (and a relative of the Queen). Halfl of the 25
were young and the rest were expensively educated,
from good family backerounds Set Cook and Cpl Pittock
had joined before War was declared and LCpl Lorng
wished to return to Canada afterwards to resume
teaching in the hackwoods, travelling by canoe and her
darned lisle stockings showed thrifl wo save the fare,
Some later moved on but most who loved the work
realised that Volunteer{privale) was going to be a long
term rank. The Detachment included cook, orderly and
clerk and some spare operators in braiming. We all had to
be interchangeable on all positions, including general
dubics,

When we were not filiming we were recording behind
every position on the Gun park and able to assess the
suitahility for each man in best team position. The male
permanent staff recorded our performance frequently.
When the order ‘Fire’ was expected, some apprehension
caused temporary loss of attention and we would lean
over and take over following the clock” hands over hands
to assure new gunners that the shellburst was going to
b correct. If is often stated the ATS didn't fire the guns
but to stand daily under the pun barrel - to left or Aght —
left not only an oily shoulder, but a heck of a numb head.
The weather was "The Bosg’ and the evaluators expected
additional help from some operators at the end of a
zession, Correcting the 7 pages of computing the
zhellburst distance from the target took time and e
chief complaint was ‘Cold Suppers’, so the routine was
dictated by the evaluators and as the weather dictated
“When!", we atond around and revised and practized
waiting endlessh.

Manorbier was a shock, when in February, Wales was
icehound for weeks. We were given the Mae West huts
just as the Territorials had left them weeks ago. A new

ablution hut had been buill, but the tmiels, sinks,
showers, had no fittings in situ, and minus doors — was
‘open house' for everyihing, Flus no running water, in or
oul. Problem sobved. A colee fired boiler and a cold water
tank = soon e, An old soldier to keep up the Gre
(putzide) and break the e, Chamberpotz o fill and take
o the sink, Avery public wash up and down, save the
water and uze the toilet and fush with washing water =
lucky to have a sack as a door, and better than the
daytime ‘arrangement’ when the workmen were trying to
beat the weather and do what they could. We had night
time relays for a good wash, and even theugh NO
workman ever clocked on “late’ — we were out of the hut
before 7.45am and using the old wilets, which was a bar
across and in front of a ditch, and a half door to view the
Camp from. A weekly bath in Tenby — truck provided by
punners anxious to be off duty - cost a shilling and a
grumble! From hotelier, BUT we were clean girls. Never
wiere 50 many chamberpods given back so readily, by so
grateful females, in long hiztory. But we managed thanks
b0 our OO — pentry brod — o face up to life and stand
alosie —as | learned al THAT school. Vol Smith/Dickinson
W3LB0S Manorbier 1940, The unreadiness of War in 1940
and after Dunkirk when Manorbier was the base for
those who peeded o form up with Eegiments and be
kitted out again and the lull before the conscripting of
women o replace men, was a fime some chooze to forgel
or are not aware of.

ORDNANCE DEPOT AT CHILWELL
W/ 145732 Mrs Betty M Sherriff, née Rothery
26 Blenheim Court, Back Lane, Winchoombe,

Glos. GES4 5PW. Tel: 01242 GOGSMH)

Dver the years | had never seen any mention of the
Ordnance Depot at Chibaell until an article in the Lioness
2750005 coniributed by Mrs Maizie Wagpott | also slept
in the replica of the “Queen Mary™ as we called il

W/ 145732 Cpl Betty Rothery
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I was emploved in the Civilian Cash Office "up the hli’
dealing with post for civilians emploved in the Depot and
oulposis as far as the Orkneys, We had a mixed oifice of
male and female civilians, a few ATS and Army
personnel, We all worked 1o a very tight timetable to
ensure that cifiRde iless bridiyegeMersion
even in the Orkneys| Althotgh the civilians in the office
had the statutory holidays, we = ATS - always worked -

drill, our overall ‘Boss" was Mr Froghrook the Service
Eatablishment Officer and he could pall sirings!

[ st admit that 1 quite enjoved my four yerrs at
Chilwell and il ended on a very pleasant node. A civilian
riend received a memo (o say thal ber hesband was a
Japanese prisoner of war. [0 was quile a relwelal the time
because she had heard sothing from him for Gve vears.

even on Christmas Day! Sometimes we worked until
11pm and 1 remember taking Roll Call when I went back
to the accommodation block.

To obtain a pay increase I took a course invelving tanks
andl spare parts etc, My class bad a wonderful teacher
ard as | grained a high mark [ didn’t have to take the
second year exam — thank pocdness! My civilian boss
and [ worked out & mechanised pay system which saved
a great deal of tme. He received an OBE and [ had &
menlion in dispatches, We had many officers from the
War Office who came to see our system. U'm sure half of
them had no idea what we were explaining to them!

Sometimes, [ would do the civilian pay rounds with an

Army officer, One Friday [ was taken to see the (rial of a
Chiarchill tank = guite interesting. [ had a friend who was

in Signals and worked on the Exchange attached to our
office, We hoth had German measles and had to go to an
Isolation Hospital somewhere in the wilds, We were
horrified to learn it was a VI hospital, i

Although we were never popular with our Company
office, a8 we always had to be let off Church Parade and

Helly on holiday in Texas last vear

1 WRAC Officers’ Dining Club k

WRAC OFFICERS’ DINING CLUB
DINNER TO BE HELD AT THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB
SATURDAY 1 DECEMBER 2007
Jane Freebairn, General Secretary

A very successful Dinner was held last November and at last, we managed to break the 100
barrier as 109 members and guests came along. A significant number of serving and recently
retired “young” officers attended for the first time and hopefully, as the word spreads, more and
more of the younger generation will start to support this annual opportunity for officers 1o

]

reune .

For further confirmation, have a look again at the photographs published in the last Lioness!

If vou are a member of the WRAC Officers’ Dining Club, you will have received personal
notification. PLEASE take action now if you have not already sent in the form....photocopy it too
and try to persuade some more of your contemporaries to come along, It truly is a case of "The
more the merrier.” If you are not a member, please ring me on 01962 887570 = you will very
quickly receive an application form!

SATURDAY 1 DECEMBER -
VICTORY SERVICES CLUB - SEE YOU THERE )

%
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Reminiscences of the WRAC

PRESENTATION OF VETERAN'S BADGE

e ?urﬁ. mﬁiﬁﬁﬂ, E_fﬂﬁ%ﬁrsmn

West Yorkshire Wﬁ 41PFEB

I am a member of Leeds Branch and the photograph s of
me being presented with my Veleran's Badpe by Ed Balls
ME along with other Veterans from the area at St Peter’s
Church Centre, Stanley omn 3 March 2007,

Ed Balls presents Mary with her peteran s bodge

Frior to joininge the WRAC in 19449, | served in the
Women's Land Arme. After basic training at Guikdford, |
was posted (o a Clerk’s Course at Wrexham then on to
46100 HAA Regiment, Bulford Camp, Salishury, later
mewving to Lingfield, Surrey, In June 1951 1 was posted o
H{Q) Field Records in Bad Oyenhausen, Germany until
September 1952, [ thoroughly enjoyed my Army Life,

Az | waz one of the Grst members of WERAC, [ wore Khaki
uniform of the ATS throughout my service. The bottle
green uniform was not available, Could someone please
tell me when bottle green uniforms were firsl issued?

Editer: Hottle grarn No 1 Dress Uniform was first worn at
the first WRAC Officer Comprissioning ceremony of
Hindhead in August 19580 The loval greer No 2 Diress
wniform replaced bhaki baitledress in 1962

JENNY PAYNE
Chris Corker

At the beginning of May, Belle Jenkinson and I with a
Pew Farmily and friends mer al the Lumbertubs in
Moidlton, Morthamptan, We had arranged a lunch wath
Tenny Payne who haz M35 and was leoking foreard to
aeeing & few old faces, Unfortunately, only a few were
able to attend; but even 50 we had a very enjoyable few
howurs: As Jenny can only communicate by telephone,

perhaps anyone who knows her could give her a ring on:
1604 GE8164

Belle, Jenny & Chris

ASK A SILLY QUESTION.....
Lt Edna Dawes, née Street
2 Penrith Road, Boscombe Manor, Bournemouth,
Dorset BHS 11T

I waz a training officer at our Depot at Guikdford during
Coronation Year, Contingentz of Commonwealth troops
were in Britain for the eccagion and we entertained them
whenever posgible, We invited some South African
officers, temporarily quartered in nearby Aldershot, to a
Regimental Dinner Night, They were highly intrigued by

an allHemale unit,

| was Orderly Officer that night and arrived late in the
Mess ante-room, where | was immediately cornered by a
o whio had been emptying his glass oo frequently
and whom my colleagues were defilv avoiding, After
cnduring the, What's a lovely gir] like yvou doing in an
outfit ke this?® routine, followed by the alecholic
comrisent, 1 imagine girls join the Army Lo fongel a man
or o find ooe’, I was longing for dinner to be announced.
Then he looked with Bleary eves af the Orderly Officer’s
lanvard and said, ‘None of the others haz a red cord
roaund her shoulder, What's it for?”

I replied, straight-faced, that it was to signify that | was
beat in the entire camp at marching, To oy
astonishment, he believed me and azked me to elaborate,
| spun a wild tale about & marching competition we held
every month; the girl with the most pointa at the end of
Coronation Year would have an audience with the Queen.
He took in every word!

A month later, | was in the walting room of the X-ray
department of the Military Hospital in Aldershot when a
REME subaltern came in and sat on the facing bench. He
began a conversation that led to my telling him where |
was stationed.

‘Guildiord!” he exclaimed. You've gol 2ome cranky ideas
over there, havent you?®

Why do vou say that? 1 asked,
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We entertained some South African officers in our Mess
lazt night, and one of their magors told vs you hold a
marching competition every month to et some kind of
recognilion fom the Queen. You take soldiering
sericusly, don't yvou? [ thought girls joined the Army (o
forget a man PPE@ompressor Free Version

CYPRUS 1962
Sheila Wilkins (née Flitton)
3 Butterfield Park, Clevedon BS21 5ED

Sheila shaking hawds with the Princess

The then Princess Royal (Princess Mary and Countess of
Harewond), was visiting the hase at Akrotin and asked to
mieet some of the military wives and ex-WHRAC, as well as
the serving members. The Princess Boyal was Controller
Commandant of the WEAC at that time.

Do any of the Limess readers recognise themselves in
the photograph?

We had been zent a letter about the dress code we ghould
fiollow. It originally specified the wearing of a hat bt this

was sibsequently amended, Although 1 opied not to wear
a hat, | wore a veil on a comb, which does not ghow in the
photograph! At the time | was expecting my second child.

EXTRACTS FROM THE NEWSLETTER OF
5TH INDEFP COY WRAC, JAMAICA
Awril Williams
3 Pippin Walk, The Limes, Hardwick,
Cambridge CB23 TQD
Tel: (1954 210854

April-June 1841 Editorial

Through the medium of this Newsletter we welcome
S5g1 Doris Brook who acrived from the UK in March,
taking over from Doreen Jones who has been posted o
Aldershiot. We would like to wish 55et Brook a hapgy
stay i the Caribbean.

As Editor (W02 M Doherty), [ would like to thank all
our many readers of Staff and Services who came along
to our "Corps Day' and helped to make it a success,

We have had the Independence Conference in London,

but still the future of the Company 5 undecided. We
intend to press on with ‘business as usual’.
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WRAL News
Oir Corps Day was celebrated this vear on 23 Apail,
taking the form of & re-union of all our ex-Service

members of the ATS and WRAL.

The day began with a Church Service at the Garrison
Church along with members of the 150 Bn The Boyal
Hampshire Regiment who also celebrated Gallipoli Diay:
The Service was conducted by the Rev B Edwards. Our
Colleset was sauid by the Congregation with special
emphasis on our Motto - “Suaviter in Modo, Fortiter in
Ee". Following the Church Service, members of the
Company were hosts to a large number of Ex-Service
members, along with Emploving Officers, Chiel Clerks
and their wives.

WRAC Headquarters

It has been decided that, in view of the possible
dizbandment of the WEAC Company, our Corps Badge
should be installed at Newcastle, alongside the badges of
the various Regiments who have served in Jamaica. This
has been estimated at a cost of £25 to which all members
have agreed to contribwbe,

Sl

Fhotographs of Hadge taken whilst on holiday in famaica
fn 1992

News from Home

The Dedication of the Corps Window in Guildford
Cathedral took place on Saturday 12 September. This
window, and the Statue of Faith which stand outside the
south wall, were presented by the Women's Roval Army
Corps to the new Guildford Cathedral, The sum collected
by the WRAC was £2,537, 2.6d, One of the main coloured
giass panels in the window shows the Corps Badge, and
in the second the collar badge surrounded by the Corps
Muotto. The Address was defivered by the Bishop of
Guildford, and the WRAC Staff Band played throughout
the service. As members of 5th Indep Company WEAC,
we are proud fo say we have a share in these beautiful
MEmaries,



Where Are You Now?

DOROTHY EDNA GILBERT -

W%ﬂ%ﬁ%\gﬂsion

I have only recently come across yvour magazine, the
Lioness, and wonder if any of your readers can belp me,
My mother who is going to turn 90 this year served in
the Second World War in England, When [ was younger [
wasn't mterested and now that | am, she has forgotten i
all.

She was born Dorothy Edna Gilbert in Bath, 1917, She
wits alzo known as Poppy and Suszan. As a very young
womien she wenl (o London where she married Bill
Wheeler, presumably juzt before the war, They divorced
after the war and my mother then married Elmer Cubitt,
miy father, Soon after the end of the war my parents wenl
e Kenya then o Bhodesia (now Zimbabwe).

As far as [ know Mum was an Ack Ack girl, a radar
operator in London during the war. T have one
photograph of her in a formal group of women in
uniform; on the back it reads “Brayton 6.42. Ist ATS
(OTC course)”, She used to talk about Violet Szabo as
though they had been friends or at least colleagues,

[= there anyone out there who might remember Dorothy,
Poppy, Susan?

HURON CAMP SCHOOL OF INSTRUCTION
Mrs Celia M Bass (nde Mickey Eoonev)
18 Beechwood Courl, Skelmersdale, Lancs WNS 9HT
Tel: 01695 727450

I have recently settled into sheltersd aceommaodation and
have just nished reading the Lioness which [ gol this
morning. [ enjoy all the stories worldwide, Although
Liverpos] iz the nearest Branch, iUz too far away for me
tor attend 5o now [ just depend on my Liowess for a good
fead.

It is such a pity no-one writes in from where [ waz
stationed at Huron Camp School of Instruction. [ see my
close friend Ann Mahony is one of the Cleveland Branch

—she often fngs me. A couple of years ago some of the
girls af camp talked about a Glm that was made in
Couildford in about 1953 called “Greensleeves™. 1 went
inty Huron Camp from Guildford 1952 until 1955 where |
met Bill in the summer and pol marned in the October,
He became il just after our Golden Wedding
Anniversary: photos were in the Lioness and he passed
away in February 2006, These photos are from Mary
Barnes who found me al Christmas 2005, She is the one
in Pls in the litthe photo — I'm the Little one im0 aniform.

LOOKING FOR LOST FRIENDS
W /293538 Mrs Joan Whittingham, née Ball
58 Keswick Road, Cringleford, Norwich NR4 6UGQ

A very interesting postcard arrived here through the
post 3 week ago, It was from Gladys Slocombe (née
Morgan) in Western Auatralia.

She had seen my article in the Lipsess and wondered if
could be one of her friends, Sadly, [ wasn't. | thought [
would send you her details in the hope she may find her
lost friends, | shall write to her to check the Lioness o
see if her details are fortunate enough to be published.

Her details are as follows: Gladys Slocombe, 16 Lalor
Place, Kalamunda, Western Australia and she is looking
for; Alice Stuart, Jean McKintosh, Mary Catheart, Ki
Douglas. Gladys was in 1st Cov stationed in Ifracombe
then Taunton.

SEARCHING FOR ROYAL ARMY PAY CORPS
FRIENIXS
David M Griffiths,
& Crompton Hall, 12 South Park, Gerrards Cross,
Buckinghamshire 519 8HE, Tel: (1753 481596

[ am seeking a lady who was a friend of mine during 1950
and 1951 her name was Sylvia Lamb, We were stationed
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at the Roval Army Pay Corps (33rd Battalion) Camp at
Fiddle Hinton near Dorchester, Dorset. There was a
fairly large contingent of WRAC in the Camp - 2 or 3
Officers, 6 to 9 Sergeants, Staff Sergeants and Warrant
Officers and perhaps 20 to 30 Corporals, Lance Corporals
and Privates. PiyR Jvor iFped %Mﬁ)n
perhaps in 1946/47 and by 1950 she was a Sergeant, Sh

was a very good looking girl with fair hair, blue eves md
a delightful personality.

I have carried out & considerable amount of research to
locate her already, but all | have heen able to discover is
that her marricd name may now be Massey and that she
probably lives in the south west of England. | think she
would be abowt 78

Svlvig Lamb

There was another WRAC Sergeant friend of mine also at
Fiddle Hinton Camp and her name was Margaret Dodds.
| have not done detailed research on Margaret, so [ am
not aware of her married name or where she may live. If
anyone remembers Margaret Dodds, do please get in
touch with me,

WHERE ARE YOU NOW?
W/163515 Pte Margaret (Pegey) Binns née Bell
22 Denbeigh Place, Benton, Newcastle upon Tyoe
NE12 8DE. Tel: H191 2802820
Email: jhif2es007@hhueyondercouk

My name iz Pegey Binns née Bell a frend of Doris
Eobinson who was billeted in Aldershod from 1942 Gl
discharged in 1945, [ was attached o A Cov and worked
in ATS Sick Bay, in Macadam Square, which later then
moved to “The White House™ in Heathend, a village close
to Aldershot, until discharged from there when my
service days ended. 1 would appreciate hearing from
anyone who remembers the sick bay, especially a friend
named Jackie Paton, from Glasgow, who worked with me
in Heathend.

4

W 163515 Peggy Binns wée Bell

I'm alzo helping my friend, Doris Eobinzon née Blake of
Ontario, Canada to try Lo trace two frends of hers,
namely Joan Lesley and Peggy Lyle. Doris is unable at
present to do this herself Joan Leslev served with Doris
in Mo 12 Training Bn “F~ Coy, Macadam Square,
Aldershot in 194245, Joan came from Lewisham
orginally and marred a Freoch Canadian named Vincent
{gorry can't remember his surname) and moved to
Cuebec in 1946 when Doris lost contact with her due to
unfortunate circumstances. She is also seeking Peggy
Lyle who came from Southampton,

Doris married Bud Pendlebury in September 1945 after
he returned fom acton in Holland in May of that vear.
He went to Canada in 1945 and Doris followed in April
1946, Sadly, Bud was killed in an accident in July 1946
and Doris returned to England with their baby and lost
touch with Joan. She couldn’t zettle in England, returned
to Canada and eventually met and married a friend of
Bud. They were happily married forr 50 vears untl he
passed away. Up until now Doris has been unsuceessful
in trying to trace Joan, who she has thought shout so
many times.

STATIONED AT BARROW-ON-SOAR
Mre Pamela Fischer née Plumpton
7/21 Burke Road, Cronulla 2230, NSW Australia

I would very miich like to contact anyone who was
atationed at Barrow-on-Soar, MNr Loughborough, Leics
and worked at Beaumanor Park in the TP Room from the
end of 1942 to 1945 and was billeted at Southfields.

My name was Pamela Plumpton and my friend was Hazel
Long who now lives in Canada. I now live in Australia and
have been here for nine years. After losing my Grst
husband, | married my RAAF sweetheart whom [ met at
the Loughborough Corn Exchange during my Army
days. We wenl oot together for two years but after the
War he returned o Avstralia as be got cold feet, We



always kept in touch and when our spouses died, he
came and Iooked me up and we have been married nine
vears. We never forpot each other so al the age of T3 1
ok the plunge = a fairy tale.

['would love PR Hlompressdihditee Mersion

Pam Plumipion and Hazel Long in the garden
at Southfelds 1943

ANY TRUE TERRITORIALS LEFT?
Mrs Betty France, Secretary Leeds Branch,
11 Warwick Avenue, Golcar, Huddersfield HDT 4BX

| would very much like to get in touch with any of the
few true Territorials who are left i.e. those who joined
the ATS as volunteers before the outbreak of World War
2 and were attached to a TA Unit

It will be the Tth Birthday of the ATS next vear which 1
hope can be marked by a re-union of some kind.

ANNE DICKINSON
Telephone: 01179 359 910

Seeking Vol Isabella Coleman (about 85 vears old)
enlisted February 1940 Ocean Hotel, Brighton School of
Gunnery. Manorhier March 1940, 5th Kine Theodolite
Detachment, Burrowhead, Scotland (Ist Kine Theodolite
Detachment) Home area Norfolk (Great Yarmouth),
married twice, names unknown, | would also like to
contact any of the original *5th" with E. Clerk-Battery as
CO hilleted in the Isle-of-Whithorn, April 1940,

Editor: Anne is kindly affering £5 to the Lioness for each
contact made so I have my fingers crossed!

W/220656 LCPL MABEL MORT
Mrs Mabel Lovatt née Mort
HMA Higher Shady Lane, Bromley Cross,
Balton BLT 9A0)

I was stationed at Normanton Barracks, Derby attached
to 'E" Cov mainly billeted in Alma Block from March
1943 = April/March 1946 when | was then transferred to
Chilwell. During my time at Derby [ worked mainly in
"L” shed COD along with SQMS Kerr (née Forsyth)
known to all as Peggy. We had a hard working team and

| created a wonderful friendship which lasted for 63 yvears.
[ was so sad to hear of Peggy's death in October 2006, 1
am sure she will be sadly mizzed at the Glasgow Branch.

| I certainly will miss our phone calls and the occasional

| visil which we shared,

Wy 229656 LCp Mabel Mort

I would just like to say if there is anyone who may
rememhber me, [ would be delighted to hear from them.
Acfew names | can remember from “E” Coy = Ethel
Robinzon (Robbie), Margaret Greig, Minnie Bodger, Flo
Fairley, Mary Conroy and Daisy Evder.

RPO BRIGHTOMN
Email: mrsbloffé@aol.com

Iam W/437355 Lynn Davey (now Lynn Blowes) sitting
front row far left a3 | was the shortest, After training, |
was posted to RPO Brighton and [ have only just made
contact again with Rosemary Williams who went with me
to Brighton. Her husband, Bod Truelove, ex-RAPC, ks a
Yeoman Warder at the Tower of London and I found them
again on the RAPC Association website. At RPO Brighton,
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I et and married BEen Blowes and we were marsed for
27 years before sadly he died in 2000, [ am now living in
Southampton but workimg al Worthy Diown for the BAPC
Association, next door 1o the WRAC Association.

1 would really RD K Gempressontk xeeVersiond
with.

Gurldford infake fanuwary 1970

WERAC LADIES WHO SERVED IN 16 J5TU
AND 21 JSTU
Mrs Deanna Williams
167 Garth Owen, Newtown, Powys SY16 1JE
Email: Deanna@deannas fanetowuk

I live in Newtown, Powys. 1 am an Associate member of
The Marches & Mid Wales Branch, [ do enjoy the
magazine even though | don't know the contributors!

I served in the Roval Australian Air Foree (LACW

LODGE)Y in Base Squadron from 1961 /1963 before [ left

to marry a Gunner in the RA (Taff Williams) who was

:t::llinn;ad at Woomera and HAAF Edinburgh in South
stralia.

We do wonder what happened 1o the WRALC ladies who
served with him in 16 JSTU and 21 JSTU. Some of the

names we remember are: Major Latham, Sel Jamwes,
Mary Snodgrass, Madpe Kennedy and a Frankic?

ATS GIRLS
Belle Stark
£99 King George's Hoad, Blakehurst NSW 2221,
Australia

We are two ATS girls (of days gone by both inoowr Sk,
but we never tell anvbody except under torture, We bath
live in the southern suburbs of Sydney and are travelling
together to Britain, this coming July {for what has turned
oul b be an almost anneal event). We are inends who
play bowls every week and are avid readers of Lioness, We
need to know what evervbody else is “getting up . ...

Lefi: Pamela Plumplon (now Fischer!). Served in War
fice ¥ GronprSignals! Heaumanar Pavk, Leicesfer
Kight: Belle Coates (now Stark). A Guaner who served all
over the place (Ublgue} in 510 HAA Biy, 151 Regt Roval
Artillery

We wonld love to hear from ANYBOTDWY?
DO YOU RECOGNIZE YOURSELF?

W/3T6129 Pte Crissie Liddiard {née Power)
1A Nelson Koad, Daybrook, Nottingham NGS 6]E

3 Fin, I Coy May 1952

[Does anybody recognise themselves in the ahove
photograph? If 2o, it would be nice to hear from you. If
vou do not recognise vourself from the front, you might
Fecognise your gignature or comments frem the back?
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REQUEST FROM AGC MUSEUM

The Curator of the AGC Museum has asked if anyone
has details of Phyllis Margaret Eleyn who later dropped
the Phyllis.

Shiee enlisted into the ATS on 11 June 1940 {thougeh she
may have been a member of FANY). She became a
driver, serving with Mo | Motor Company in London
{possibly Chabwelll. On 5 November 1941 she was posted
to No 2 ATS OCTU in Egham and was commissioned on
12 November 1941, In May 1943 she was at H(} London
[Mhstrict and was discharged on 11 Kovembaer 19435,

However, she is gazetted as having been promoted Junior
Commander on 11 October 1944 = hence the inlriguing
question of S0E Association, Family history suggesis
that she was serving in intelligence (she could speak
German, French, laban and seme Dutch) and was
landed by submarine into occupied Europe and served in
Holland prior to Operation Markel Garden.

Her daughter Jane was put forward for adoption in 1947
amd only found her younger brother in 2005, She now
fivez in Australia and is keen o have any additional
information an her mother's wartime career.

If you have any information about Margaret Kleyn,
please contact Jane Freebairn, General Secretary on
(1962 BaTHT0.

WHO REMEMBERS JOAN RATCLIFF?
W/RETLY Joan Ratclfl
3 Hillerest Gardens, Lower Street, Eastry,
nr Sandwich, Kent CT13 0HX

I'm endeavouringe to pul together my small part in the
ATS and am wondering if anvone out there remembers
me = il SUre Was many maoons ago!

I was & volunteer and joined on & June 1941 1 trained for
six weeks af Morton Barracks, Worcester and from there
I was posted to Leatherhead, Surrey az a Mess Orderly
in the Sergeants Mess (RAOC). From there | went to the
2nd/3rd Herts Platoon in Dorking working as a
batwoman to three oficers: Mizs Tavlor-lones, Miss
Goodenday and Miss Wadilove,

Cpl foan Rateliff

Mext, | was posted 1o the dth Wireless Group, Boyal
Sipnals. When the lads were all dreafted abroad, us ATS
woere posted o Newport on the [sle of Wight with the
Airborne. From there, & War Office posting to the
[Hspersal Unit in Taunton where I stayed until my own
demob in January 1946, 1 would be happy to find anyone
who remembers me!

I belong to the Canterbury Branch and we celebrated our
f0th Birthday on 6 June — sixtv-six years since | had
joined up!

Joetn with keer three officers



Reunions

Saturday 20 Chetober 2007 15 the date when Scotland 15 o
hold their AGM in Glasgow for members of the
Association, Tickets can be obtained from Branch
Secretaries, Those members who would like o attend
and no longer have a Branch, please confact the
secretary, Suzan Marcroft on 01556 611844 for further
imformation = we would love 1o see you there!

THE 60s 16ers REUNION CLUB ASSOCIATION
Chairman: Gordon (Reme) Harper
secretary: Ken (PHagan
Membership Sec: Laurde (Torre) Moore

In 199 Chris Bartlett started a Reunion Club for the ex-
members of 16 Sig Regt who served in the 196s. The
first reunion was held in Southend-on-Sea and was
attended by 35 of the 57 contacts he had made from the
various methods of advertizing, In 1997, 25 members
refurned to Germany for a reandon st Bradbury
Barracks. 1998 and 1999 our reunions were held im Alton
and our membership was beginning to grow and in 2000
we returned to Germany but this time fo Reindahlen,
then the home of 16 Sig Regt, Sadly that weekend our
founder member Chris died and we decided (o soldier on
and a committes was formed to take on the rezponsibility
of running the Club. Over the nexi few years the
membership grew and grew until in 2005 we had a toral
of 107 patd up members = the £ membership fee i 1996
has risen to just £10 which is not a bad rate of inflation.

Our reunion is usvally held in October, at a different
vienue each year and we have an average altendance of
1} members and their pariners. The committes has also
grown to include all the usual officers plus a very ively
entertainment committes to make sure the weelkend is
enjoyable to everyone and still leaves time to meet and
talk to each other and share our memories and photos,
At the AGM in 2004 it was sugpesied we became
affiliated to the BSA. We were accepted as an Affiliate at
the ESA AGM on 1 April 2006, Anyvone out there who
served with the Regt in the 1960s and is interested in
finding out more, go to our web page at www.the-G0s-
1tiers or tel. Membership Secretary on 01209 719847,

From: “The Wire™
February 2007

REUNION IN SOUTH EAST AREA

For various reasons the five Branches in South East Area
have not had an Area Beunion, so from Medway to
Canterbury and round the coast to Hastings, Bexhill on
Sea and Eastbourne members only meet occasionally at
the AGM in London or at Grand Reunions, One problem
in 5E England is the tme it takes to dove from town to
town and what to do with the car on arrival as many of

a0

the Branches are situated in holiday resoris. The use of
public fransport al weekends can be very frustrating too.

Inm 2003 the Hastings Branch organised a very successful
Service and tea party to mark the 65th Anniversary of
the formation of the ATS. The Lord Licutenant of East
Sussex altended accompanied by her husband and the
tocal MP with other dignitaries helped o make it a most
memorable secasion.

With our own 60th Birthday year looming in 2007,
Canterbury branch decided to host a special tea party
and invite the other Branches to join in the fun. We meet
at the amazing Dominican Priory, which with 2 floors,
outside area by the river and excellent catering facilities
plus a lift, we felt confident that we would be able to cope
with anything. When outline plans had been made and
many guests invited, there was a disaster - a large beam
fell onto the stage upstairs. Fingers were crossed that the
extensive repairs would be finished in time but it wasn't
to be and we had to make do with the ground floor only,
How relieved we were that we had limited our
distinguished guesis to family!

The other birthday cake

We welcomed members from all our Branches except
Bexhill, and ncluded our own associate members from
the WAAF and friends from the local Association of
Wrens, Dur guests of honour were Lt Col Sue Westlake,
Maj (Retd) Jane Freebairn and Col the Bev'd Sue Wing
whose mother had been a member of Canterbury
Branch. We thank them for travelling quite a distance to
join ws on the day and for their kind and stirving words of
encouragement. We all oeed to find younger members to



help keep our Branches active, but our ladies are often
quite inspirational. Congratulations 1o the lady who
travelled on her own from Easthourne and thank you to
all who made this such a happy day,
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REUNION IN THE LAKE DISTRICT
Mizs M H Grant MBE
Forth Cottage, 234 Church Street, Tranent,
East Lothian EH33 15W

Kueeling: Chris Frefwell

Ist Row [-K; Hrenda Griffiths, Margaret Grant MBE,
Fam Sussex, Dorron Phillipzon

Middle Row L-R: Patl Carler, Margaret Moule, Pal Sanders,
Fat Holwan, Joar Swith, Isobel Duffe

Fear Row L-R: Pat Wookey, Margare! Smith,

Josie Stesnenberg, Svlvia Knowles, Mageie Watll

Three members who have alfended every one of our 18
resiions. L-R Svlvia Kuowles, Margare! Granl MEBE,
Muargarel Soiith

The Holel at Kendal was great except for the food but we
did not let that stop us from enjoying ourselves. We made
our own entertainment over the weekend and many of
the games were played for charity which resulted in
E126.00 being collected for the Great Ormiond Sireet
Hospital for the kids.

We had one new member this vear that [ had not seen for
48 vears. A most enpovable weekend was had by all, Our
members have served from 1952 o 1982, Any ex posties
who are interested in joining, please contact Margaret at
the above address for more information.

A FINAL RECONCILIATION
Eva Hughes
48 Norea, 51 Urban, 9560 Feldkirchen, Austria

[ read the article by Boy Lewis "The ATS and the Welsh
Guards" with great interest and felt that it may be of
interest to your readers that there is a6l a faint
connection even today. 1 have heen 2ent the attached
article by Brigadier M C Thursby Pelham, formerly
Welzh Guards who was deeply involved in the
reconafitution. He wrote this synopeis, streiching over
eix vears, for The Guards Magazine but T have his
permizsion o send it o you for the Liodess,

Somie vears ago a representative of the Old Comrades
Association of the German 305 Badenser (Lake
Constance) Division, which had bitterly contested the
posseasion of Monte Battaglia with 1st Guards Brigade
for several weeks in the autumn of 1944, approached
Regimental Headguarters Welsh Guards to auggest a
meeting between the survivors of former enemies whao
look part in the action. The suggestion was approved and
a meeting 2ubsequently took place on the summit of
Battaglia in Oct 2001, In brief, the meeting waz
successiul, Following a lunch in Valzsenio, Monte
Battagla was scaled onece more, a bronze plague sef in
the wall of the old castie at the summit was unveiled, a
short Service of Reconciliation was held, a German
trumpeter sounded the Last Post (music kindly supplied
by the Band office) and the haunting German Lament
“Ich hatt einen Kameraden™, We then went our separate
ways, the Germans back to Schwabia and oursefves to
Florence where we were staying,

We remained in correspondence and learned more about
the history of the Bodensee Division. They had fought at
Atalmgrad in the winter of 194243 and the survivors,
who were lucky to escape and were very few in number,
reformed and were sent to [taly. When it was suggested
that they must have found it a bit of a rest cure after
Kussia, they agreed that it was different but that it had its
Eument.i The action on Battaglia was no doubt ane of
ene,

A further suggestion was made that a Grove of Peace
should e planied al Salem on the shore of Lake
Constance to comumemorate our reconciliation and this
again was approwed. A Welsh Mountain Ash was offered
as our contribution and the Germans supplied an Oak.
These were planted in the autumn of 2005, In the centre
of the grove a bronze plague was set in e larger boulder
commemaorating the reconciliation between the two

al



former adversaries, The whole was surrounded by a
trangle of Yew trees.

29 Ot 2006 was the day on which the final reconciliation
was o take place, The Welsh Guards were repressnted
by Frank Hughes who had been a platoon commander on
Battaglia and mvsell who had been adjutant of the
battalion.

I flew out the night hefore to Friedrichshafen and found
the hotel in Uberlingen where the Hughes and some of
the representatives of the Bodensee Division were
staying. | arrived late and did not meet the rest of the
party until breakfast the following morning. [ then
learned something of the plans for the day. First there
was bo be a church service followed by lunch at a
restaurant within walking distance, then the unveiling of
the memaoral itself in the Grove of Peace.

Eva Hughes, Frank Hughes and Brig Thursby-Pelkom

o

The Service of Reconciliation turned out to be a High
Mass celebrated by Bishop Bernhard Reger in the
magnificent basilica of Sankl Berohard at Birna, The
church was packed with former rembers of the 306
Infantry Division and their friends and relations. The
music from the choir and organ was quite heautiful and |
was deeply impressed. | found it emotionally and
intellectually satisfying. It was ane of the few occasions,
with the exception of the Guards Chapel, when | wished
the service could have lasted longer. Eva Hughes read
the frst leszon and Kindly acted as interpreder for me
later in the day.

From there we moved to Salem where the Grove of
Peace had been planted. We had provided the Welsh
Mountain Ash which [ was deliphted to note had pat on
nearly a melrs in the previous 12 months, The Memonal
e our Final Beconciliation was engraved on a bronze
plate set in a boulder. When the moment for unveiling
came, it was noticed that it had not been veiled, This was
speedily put right when one of Herr Nagler's attractive
daughters took off her pashmina and draped it over the
stone, [ whisled 1t off, the German trumpeter sounded
“Ich hatt einen kameraden” and the Last Post and the
CETEMONY Wil oVer.

At the end of the day ] felt that the whole exercize had
been worthwhile, Former enemies had been reconciled
and [ was conscioug of a genuine feeling of friendship on
their part. There was no evidence of the sentiment
expressed by a German officer shortly after the cease-
fire in Naly in 1945 that “losing the war was bad enough



but being heaten by a bunch of amateurs fike the British
was bevond a joke’,

Editor: I am very grateful to Herr Faul Nagler who bindly
sent me the phofographs divectly from Grermany.
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SOUTH AND SOUTH WEST AREA REUNION,
SUNDAY 29 APR 2007
Gladya W Pope, Press Officer, Salisbury Branch,
11 Lynch Close, Mere, Warminster,
Wiltz BA12 6EL. Tel: 01747 BROEET

“What an enjoyable day”, Salizbury Branch members
were delighted 1o hear this comment as over 100 ladies
left to travel back to Portsmouth, Plymouth, Exeter,
Bristol, Southampton, Weymouth and Portland, Our
Secretary 11 Col Val Trout had carefully planned the day,
held at the Eoval British Legton Club in Salisbury,

Val Trowt, Mack, Maver of Salisbury, Alison Ogden and
Mickael Warrander

Chairman Alison Ogden welcomed the Mayor of
Salishury, Mrs Sheila Warrander, her hushand Michael
and our Area Chairman, Major ‘Mack” Maskens-
Mclintyre. She also thanked the members of Salishury
BEranch for their hard work in hosting this oceasion.

Major ‘Mack’ passed on L Col 5uc Westlake’s apologies
as she was very sorry she coubd not be with us, To
enlighten the Mayor she went on to explain what re-
unions were all about with a boef history of the
Association and how we all iked o meet up o remember
and talk o Mends.

Fortsmoull Branch




An appetising buffet lunch was served, [ollowed by
misical entertainment. Mrs Jill Martin on accordion with
husband Bernie on banjo plaved many songes we could all
join in and some ladies could not regist the dance foor! |
do believe it was a penuine ‘Lambeth Walk’ we saw. Lots
of prizes in th CompiddsoisFbeeMedsion
money raized will be sent to Headquarters. Editor: £350
Jor the 'Lioness’. Thank you to all whoe contributed towards
sticl g splendid donalion.

Bernie and Jill Martin

Soubthamplon Branch

Maj) Mack, Alison and Val then cut a celebration caloe. 1
do apologise to the few people who did not get a plece
biit I must have been too generous with the Grst pleces
(ancther senior moment).

On behalf of all those attending, Major Mack thanked
Salisbiiry Branch for their hard work resulting in a most
enjpovable day, The request "same again next MONTH™
was suitably rebuffed!!

STILL GOOI FRIENDS AFTER 64 YEARS
W/203122 Mra Betty Tucker neé Oates
152 Lymington Road, Highcliffe, Dorset BHZS 4]Y

Lola Goodyear neé Hayes is in the middle, Beryl Wylie
ned Cates is on the right and | am on the left. We all met
when serving in the Army Pay Office, East CLHIT
Bournemouth. Beryl lives in Seattle TF5A. We have besn
meeting every vear when Beryl visits. Lola lives in
Surrey so we meet quite often.

o

ATS DINNER CLUB
Mrs Audrey Juby, Chairman and Treasurer

O Saturday 14 April we were delichied 1o meet
members al the Victory Services Club for our annual
luncheon.

Sue Westlake and Andrey fuby

It was & great pleasure Lo have our gpoest Lt Col Sue
Westlake whao, in an after-hunch speech, said that she was
delighted to know that the ATS Dinner Club fourished
50 successiully and that some 77 members had been able
o b present at the luncheon.

Wee were very grateful 1o all those members of the
Committee who had made the arrangements, to Mrs
Marjorie Powell and Mrs Joan Higeins who ran the very
successiul raffle = we appreciated particularly the efforis
of Mrs Joan Higgins who was at the time under
considerable stress with a family bereavement.



Mariorie Fowell and Joar Higeins with their raffle books

As Chairman and Treasurer of the Dinner Club | would
like to acknowledge the help [ have from the newly-
formed Committee — BUT | would dearly like an offer
from a volunteer to take over the post of Treasurer! I is
not a operous job — only 12 members have to be
cotlacted Lo pay their Annual Subscription — the
remaining (nearly 400} are Life Members, So, even with
paving office expenses, the Accounting s simple!

GERRY FAHY FIXES TWO REUNIONS
Lt Col (Retd) M G Fahy Eastwell
38 Blackmore Road, Malvern, Wores WR14 1QT
Tel: 01684 561868

1 was very happy to be instrumental in reuniting 2 ex-
service friends, Cpl Doreen Bridle and Cpl Barbara
Johnson (now [nnes). ex WRAC. The pair served together
during the 1950s at the Anti-Aircraft Command HC) at
Stanmore in Middlesex. They were hoth clerks but when
Harbara was posted to Tripoli and Doreen to Cyprus, they
lost contact, | was at a Remembrance Day service in
Malvern with Barbara. I had a book with me that had a
piece of paper in it with Daoreen’s name on it and Barbara
said she had once known a Doreen Bridle. After a
discussion, we realised that it was the same person!

-0 Dgreen Bridle, Barbara Innes née fohnson and Gevry
Fahy

: - o
Barbara ard Doreen

| knew Doreen from service im Cyprus and met Barbara
as a member of my local church, We all had & very
memorable reunion at my home and later enjoyed a
celebratory luncheon party.

Then there was another reunion — via Lieness article and
subsequent exchange of e-mails, This was apropos the
letier and photograph fom Glora Ireland née Revoolds
published on Page 42 of the last Lioness. We were both
on that ¥ Day parade in Mairobi, commanded by Sentor
Commander Sheila Heaney (ATS) = (Jater to be Brigadier
ared DHrector of the WHAC). We indeed marched 9
abreast and were kept in step by the band of the Kings
African Rifles. On the same evening [ attended a
celebratory party, but had forgotten to ask for a late pass
(e to be oul of camp after 2200 howrs). [ was placed on a
charge and Sheila awarded me 3 nights extra duty on the
guardroom switchboard, An offence not to be repeated,
but an occasion to be remembered!

WRAC SWEATSHIRTS
FOR SALE

Bottle Green Sweatshirts, Polo shirts and
T-shirts embroidered with the WRAC badge

Sizes 36 — 46

Othar colours availabla

Also
Knitted WRAC Dolls

Price list and further information from;
Miss B P Butcher,
15 Westwood Drive, Swanpool, Lincoln
Tel: 01522 878413




Weddings

GOLDEN WEDDING
RD- .
The Gﬂhs.ﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ
IP20 4HQ

Elsie and Ronwie's Golden Wedding

On 11 May 1957 the wedding of S5gt Elswe Shaw WEAC
and Sgi Ronald Hart RAMC took place in the Garrson
Church, Bheindahlen. 50 vears later Elsie and Ronmae
celebrated their Golden Wedding surrounded by family
and friends.

Rethleen, Elete and Pam

Among the gathermg were Kathleen Huphes and Pam
MNeshill inée Zanelloth) who were all in Bheindahlen
together in 1957, Pam was accompanied by her hushand
Robert (ex 551 BADC and nicknamed Geordie) who
was i froquent visitor to the Sgts’ Mess.

DIAMOND WEDINNG -
FRED BALLS and MOLLY GUEST
32 Braids Walk, Eirkella U100 7PD
Tel: {Mobile) (4107 35020

Fred and Molly celebrated 60 vears of happy marriage on
3 May 2007 with a luncheon for 84 family and friends,
including 2 davghiers and 2 prandsons, at a local hotel,

G H

Wedding Dhay in 947

They met in Morpeth, Northumberland where Molly was
in the ATS Signals a1 48 Div Headguarters and Fred was
a W0 in the RA. He had been badly wounded in North
Africa whilst in the Ist Army. He was 1Y and spent a vear
in hospital before being downgraded and posted to
Muorpeth. Fred still belongs (o the Ist Army Association
and they bath attend their reunion every vear,

They married in Withernsea where Molly lived and then
settled in Hull where they have lived ever since. They
also own a bungalow in Scarborough where thev spend
most weekends,

They were lucky o be invited o Buckingham Palace to
celebrate therr Golden Wedding and they received a
beautiful card this vear from Her Majesty The Cueen tfor
their 60th Anniversary,

Iiamond Day



DIAMOND WEDDING - Lieutenant John Schofield, Roval Signals, of Princess
RONALD GIBEBES and GWEN SIDWELL Louise's Kenzington Begiment (Phantom Signals)

& Freshwood Way, Wallington, Surrey SM6 ORL married Lientenant Alison Senior WRAC of 19 Army
Group Signal Regiment at the Garrison Church of 5t
Boniface in Rheindahlen on 27 July 1957, They

| celebrated their Golden Wedding with a luncheon at The
Bridge at Fierrepaint just outside Frensham on Saturday

| 28 July 2007 with family and friends and ex-Army
colleagues, The guests inchuded their bridesmaid and Lt
Col Mary Soames who also had been at the wedding 50
years previoushy,

| W‘

B years on

Crwen and Ronald Gibbs celebrated their Diamond ‘
Wedding on 17 May 2007, Geen served in the ATS at
Beaumanor and Eonald was in the Boyal Artillery. The
following 1= an extract from the local newspaper:

ol .

Cwen says Konald only married her to ensure a steady Colden Weddi

supply of beer al a Gme when ale was in ghorl supply " P Laenahdin

after the Second World War = her father was the owner of |

the Queen Vie pub in Morth Cheam! Gwen mel Eonald r H
when he walloed into the establishment in 1946 and they WRAC NATIONAL REGISTER
wazbed no time in ying the knot getting married at 5t
Dunstan’s Church, Cheam in May 1947,

Ara you interestad In trying to find old friands’T

On 12 May 2007, they celebrated their 60th Anniversary
with a party for friends and family &t their dasghter,
Judith's home. Gwen was especially defighted that one of
her bridesmaids travelled from Dorset and another ATS

Did you servafaniist betwean 1949 and 19927

Why not joln the WRAC National Registar?

friend n:'awn; g_lr::: Hﬂdh&&f:::;ﬂf. i::: 5{';;”; - land Contact: E Ann Butler-Deakin
presen gran ng ive ; 14 Ash Rise, Moss Pitt Stafford ST17 8HE
Tel: 01785 249992
GOLDEN WEDDING - i ;

JOHN SCHOFIELD AND ALISON SENIOR
THE DELIGHTS OF THE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE -1

In democracy your vola counts. In feudalism vour
caunl votes

& chicken crossing the road is pouliry in motion
When a clock is hungry, it go=s back four seconds
Aol of monay 15 =ntad: 1 @&Einl yours, i tEint mina

A midget fortune teller who escapes from prison is
a small medium al lamge

Once you've seen ong shopping cenfre, you've
saen a mall

Santa’s helpems are subomdinate clausas |

== : a ; = - Aoupunclune (= & jab well doneg |

ar




Letters to the Editor

PDF Compressor Fré&VEPsibhRS AND CONSCRIPTS
W /254505 Joan Hodsdon née Aiken
59 Morley Drive, Balcatta, Anstralin 6021

Dear Editor

In recent issues of Licseszs | have remd about Yolunteers and Conscripts butl no-one has mentioned those who
valunteered to be conscripted! Academics will tell vou they do not exist because the terms are mutually exclusive

I late 1942 or early 1943, regulaticns were introduced to conscript 105 of women in reserved occupations and in
cerian ape groups When this regukiition was announced [ wenl along with two friends (o the authority In Bed
Lion Square to volunteer only to be told, “We will be writing to all involved emplovers asking them for a list of
personnel o be conscripted.” After hearing nothing for a few weels we went back to Red Lion Square where 4
check was made for our emplover's return which, of course, had not been received, So they said they wounld send
a reminder and suggest the employer put our three numes at the top of the Is

Shorthy ao of fice memo came anotnd telling us that the rules had been changed and they would prefer the
number being conecripted be made op of volunteers and that they volunteer for the WRN S, Our emiplover wie the
Adimiralty, We three soon liod our nimes in: two for the ATS and one for the WAAF As we were called up in
alphabetical order, we were the first 1o go being Abbatt, Aiken and Bagster in that order. Most of the rest did
volunteer for the YWENS, [ wander how many other emplovers u=sed this system and how many other ATS
volunteersd to be conscripted?

I am & new member and really enjoy getting my own copy of Lisness as it s wonderful resding. In Aostralio, i you
receive votr benefits froan The Dieparbent of Veteran Affairs, you receive a paper eviery J months called
“Wetaffairs", In December the Editor printed a letter from me abouot the =Y Group. | live been amaced at the
letlers 1 have recetved rom Budies in my own age group thanking me {or the memories, [rom men whio have been
conneched with Beauminor since the War and from a very prood pranddacghter of & late member of the ATS.

Thank you for a beautiful well presented magazine.

THE CANADIAN CONNECTION
Joan F Brownzon
214470 George St 5, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada K9] 34

Drear Editor

Thank you for sending my Liosess. | am enclosing a copy of a picture of me cutting
the cake at a Veterans show case in our Armouries where different service clubs
had a table to show their military equipment.

We ex-5Servicewomen here in Peterborough have oor own Branch — BR452 -
Elizabeth Smellie Branch. We had a table with pictures and memorabilia. [ was
wearing my original uniform (it still fits me) and the school children who came in
to see what we were showing were most interested in me wearing a uniform I had
when [ was 18, [ am now 80,

Joan cutting the cake

MEMORIES OF GWEN LEARMOUTH
Mary Beeston
71 Campion House, Hobeate Road, Heath Town, Wolverhampton W10 OFX

Dear Editor

It was with great sadness | learned of the death of Gwen Learmouth. She was a wonderful friend especially during my
ferm as Secretary of the Wobrerhampton Branch. She wa= always there with help and advice when we med ol
Walverhiampton Branch Reanions. My husband would carey the prizes for the raffle. She would immediately say,
“What would you lilee to drink Fred?” - she is ofien thought of and missed very much.

= = - == — =



W/3s0460 IRIS HOWE
133 Corn Close, South Mormanton, Alfreton,
Derbyshire DESD 2]E

br Free Version

Iris raises a glass
li wis qil

Diear Editor

This letter is an dapology for nol attending last year's
WEAC Dinner Chub weekend in Birmingham! Let
mie explain why,

| joined the WRAC in August 1955 after my mother
diesd. [ was 17%. Eighteen months later 1 met my
future hushand. After 45 vears of marriage, and
then being a widow for 34 vears, | mel another
lowvely man,

My life has completely changed. John and | met on
a coach tour to Scotland in March 2006, 1 have
joined him in entertining at care homes and
nursing homes, which he haz been doing for the
past 8 vears. | sing a litthe, but basically “prat™ ahout
and make the old 'uns laugh. “Takes one 1o know
one” 45 those who know me will agree, I'm sure,

Having pust seen the latest Liosess [ fee] somewha
left out of the family and look forward (o attending
thi= year at Liverpool.

Eidilor: And we all look forweard fo seeing vou there,
W mrissed you!

OLD AUTTOGRAPH BOOK
W106752 Mrs E L Scott née Camphell
Tudor House, 11 Shore Streel, Drommaore,
Stranraer DGO OPU. Tel: 01776 840244

Dear Editor

Omn looking through one of my old autograph books, | came
upon the enclosed poems that 1 thought you might like to
publish, If brought back so many memories of days gone
by

We were a small Coy, made up of instructors from the 25th
MT and 19th MT (Wales) to finish off, if vou Hoe to pout it
that way, girls who had no experience of previous driving,
had dope their training at driving achools but when sent (o
Coys they were not accepted and so were 2ent 1o us. They
never wanted to leave us as they so liked the area etc and
we had a job getting them sorted out, &= it were, Anyway, |
thought that zome of the readers might find the following
AMUSING.

L

ARE THEY REALLY ATS?
W/ 206820 Mrs Bea Thomson née Bryce
ATS and WRAC
5 Newcombe Court, Beech Grove, Sale,

Dear Editor

I received the enclosed card at Christmas from a
neighbour. With it were three spare ones. [ sent one

to an ex-WRAC colleague in Vancouver after the
holiday and one (o an ex-ATS colleague.

I am sending the third to you. [ thought it might be
worthwhile showing it in the Lioness some time, Are
they really ATS? Certainly they look genuine;

perhaps a resder of the magazine might know the
story behind the photograph.

Editor: This card was on sale for Cancer Research
UK. If any reader can give us any additional
imformation, I will publisk it in the next edition.

We are tie girls of the 9% WT

Bl we can’ drive for nuts

You'll hear the tustructors all velling af ws
For heavens sake, lel in vour clulch”,

We live in Hie mangr on top of the bl

Amd we ke 8 there fo be sure

They call il the Armry, bl we'll fell the truth
You'd tivink v were on @ rest Cure,

s i grawd, ves it grand

There'’s Camiphell ard Haioh and Pernell
There's Kitchen and Gordon

And e trink Hrey're suwell

But when thev're in lurd woods

They all give us hell.

O we [ike thems a lof

And we Enow thal thev're in a tough spat

Bt they're gotng to each ws to drive, eomn e
We're the givls of the 19th MT,

Betty Garnet, Keswick — 14 Oct 1942)




If the weather's fine and dandy
I know a ploce that's green and sandy
Where horses leap in through the door
And scuff the pebbles on the floor

No need to book awhile ahead
Or find the cat and dog a bed
One hour to pack - and three to ride
Emaotions turning with the tde

We'll dine on steak and frozen fare
And sleep upon six inches of atr
Snug in feathers, douse the beam of
Fluorescent Hght and dream....

And wake up to a glorious =ight
Of sea and sky and Portland light
Watch busy lanes into the harbour
Relaxed in mind from daily labour

Daon't regret oft — said rejoinders —
Gt tenl, and come and join us
And when we've had enough of sea
We'l be back in time for tea
{The fifteenth association park ‘do’
When our outside tap did the water joh),

A 1968 Crrpington, Kent

Editor - Sadly this arrived without a covering letter, 5o
I do not kuow who seat 1f but any of vou whe served in

the area will remember how picturesgue if iz

WRAC OFFICERS'
DINING CLUB

ANNUAL DINNER 2007

Following ancther successful Dinner at the
Victory Services Club, the WRAL Officers’
Dining Club will meet there again on

Saturday 1 December 2007

Please put this date in your
Diary now!

If you have not already received personal
natification of this Dinner and would like to
come along, contact the General Secretary

on D1862 BETST0,

il

Poems

:.-_
e Version ODE TO A LOST MEMORY

My forgetiers getting better

But my rememberer is broke

To vou that may seem funmny
But, to me, that is no joke

For when I'm “here” I'm wondering
If I really should be “there”
And, when I try to think it through
[ haven't gol a prayer!

Oft timves | walk into a room
Say, “What am [ here for?™
I wrack my brain, but all in vain
A zero b5 my score

AL tirmes T put something away
Where it is sife hut Gioe!
The person it is safest from
Iz, generally, me!

When shopping | may see someone
Say "Hi" and have a chat
Then, when the person walks away
[ ask mysell, "Who was that?”

Yea, my forpetter’s getting better

While my rememberer is broke

And it's driving me plumb crazy
And that isn't sny joke.

Doreen Pegrie of Fife and Tavside Branch
“horrowed” this from her Mother's Union magazine
and she thought that muny of ws would
understand......

SWEET CHOICES

It was hard to make & choice with our weeldy penny
For in the lecal sweel shop the choices were so many
Boiled sweets in tall glass jars like soldiers on parade
While on the wooden counter templingly displayved
Were sherbet dabs, gobstoppers, licorice shoe lnces
Tiger nuts and locust beans from forelgn far off places
Slabs of golden toffee and flavoured coconut ice
Honeycomb and love hearts, long-tailed pink-eyed mice.
The ha'penny cherry Vantas was a tempting fizzy drink
That left the area round the mouth a shocking shade of pink
Trps would make the tongue turn black like the Black Jack slab
Sweet cigarettes in packets, a mysterious “lucky” bag.
Thie owner knew the selecting would probably take a while
5o she waited close at hand with a patient smile
She knew the visit to her shop was our Saturday treat
And watched two happy children scamper down the street.



CAN YOU REMEMBER?

Can vou remember the cat's meat man?
slithers of meat on wooden skewers

WhenPIF"Gomip fress o phfyee Version

Measured in pints into waiting ewers

And say, can you remember Empire Day?
An annual event in the month of May
The girls then dressed in starched white frocks
Boys in short trousers and long woollen socks
Azzembled topether to honour and sing
Praising Empire, England and King

Blue paper cones seere rolled for the sweets

Tiger nuts, gobstoppers, those were our treats
When the bell tolled, my! How we ran
In case we got caught by the School Board man

We skipped, bowled hoops, whipped up our tops
Gas mantles, black-leading sold in the shops
Combinations or bodices in winter we wore

Rag rugs and linoleum covered the floor

To earn just a ha'penny errands we'd run
‘Cur Gang' with Alfalfa our celluloid fun
Parizh's food we drank (o keep well

Crumpets and winkles on Sundavs they'd sell

Sunday School outings the summer highlight
Barrel organs by day, lamplighters by night
Black patent pumps, bobbies on bikes
“Stop Me and buy one’ vendors on trikes

If this was vour childhood, then it quite plain
That we are contemporaries down Memory Lane,

MATURITY BRINGS WISDOM & HUMOLR

Today at the chemist the aszistant was greal
From mv purchase he took off 10 per cent
Asked for the cause of the lesser amount

He answered ‘Because of the seniors” discount’

[ went to MeDonalds for a burger and fries
And thers once again @ol quilé o surprise

The chap poured zome coffee which be handed to me
He said "For vou seniors, the coffee 13 free’

Understand U'm oot obd, Pm merely mature
Bul some things are changing, temporarily I'im Sire
The newspaper print gets smaller each day
And people speak softer = can't hear what they say

My teeth are my own {1 have the receipt)
And my glasses identify the people | mest
O, Ive slowed down a bat — not a lot I'm sure
You see, 'mnot old, 'm only mature

Thie godd in ooy hair has been bleached by the 2un
You ghould see all the damage the chlorine has done
Washing oy hair has turned it-all white
But don't call it grey - saying blonde is just right

My car is all paid for - not & nickel s owed
Yet a kid yvells 0d duffer, pet off the rogad!”
My car has no scratches, not even a dent
Sall | get all that guffl from & punk who's hell beni

by friends all pet older = much faster than me

They seem much more wrinkled from what T can see

I've ol character lnes, not wrinkles for sure
But don't call me old, Pm only mature

The steps in the houses they build today
Are 20 high that they take all vour breath away
And the strests are-much steeper than 10 vears ago

Bath these poems were submitted by And that explains why my walking is slow
Madeleme Croll nde Rees (W, L2R58T) : R '

2 Grand Pavilion, Marine Parade, Tankerton But I'm keeping up with what's hip and what's new
CTo Z2BE And [ think | can still dance a mean boogaloo

I'm still m the running — in this I'm secure
I'm nat really old, I'm only mabare.

Submitted by Aveil Williames, Secretary Cambridge
Branch

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A MEMBER?

The WRAC Association now has badges to danota how long you
have bean a member of the Association, The badges are based
an a plain version of the Association badge and the silver one is
for 25 vears membership and the gold colouwred one iz for 20
years mambearship.

You can buy the badges from WHAC Association HO at Worthy
Down. The silver coloured ones are £3 and the gold coloured
ones are £4. Chegues should be made payvabile to “WRAC
Association”.




Obituaries — their final salute

ELIZABETH HELEN (Liz) MACLEAN '
24 DepPpRCGRDret Jneimree VO¥ion

Liz was born and brought up in Scotland and one of her |
proud achievements was that she climbed Ben Nevis at

the age of 12. She joined the WRAC on 22 August 1972

and served in Germany, UK, Cyprus and Northern

Ireland where she wasz awarded the GSM. Always

cheerful, loyal and dedicated, Liz was permanently
employed Boval Sigmals, She was good at all sports:
especially badminton and hockey, Although always
compelitiee, Liz was abways a very good sport. A imes,

she displaved a very enthusiastc sense of humaour!

In 19587, having reached the rank of Staff Sergeant, Liz
left the Army and settled in Kent Her love of muosic amd
animals was infectious and she put them o good uze in
the local community. She helped to set up a vouth club
cilled Teen Spicit with the goal of encouraging voung
peaple to help each other and to participate in the Duke
of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, The group were awarded
five gold as well as silver and bronze awards.

Liz will be sorely missed by family and Army and civilian
friends alike, WE WILL NOT FORGET

Jan Hagon

MAJ (Retd) DAPHNE HILL |
6 July 1919 - 30 January 2007

B into a military family, Daphine was brought up '
surrounded by the Arove and its radiions. Her lather, [
(reneral Phillips, B Sipnals, was a major infhuence on her

and 5o 10 was no surprise when she joined the ATS on 22
May 1942 and was commissioned in March 1943
Edinburgtk:.

After commissioning, Junior Commander Daphne
Phillips became attacted (o the ATS Provost and took up

Dgphre in WRAC wniforsn when she was witlh 3168 East
Anglia Battalion

14

her appointment as DAPM, British Troops Egvpt. She
was one of the first ATS officers to be attached to the
Military Police and had sections of ATS Provost NCOs in
Cairo, Alexandria and the Suez area. She was responsible
fior vigiting them at each location dand to get there often
had a hazardous journey by jecp across the desert from
Cairo to Alexandria trying to avoid camels straying
across the road. The Provost also carried out custom
control duties on the nightly Cairo-Haifa train and on one
occasion she recalled seeing dwam through the train
window describing a real biblical scene — the maoon, a
palm tree and the dome of a mosgue. Daphne's MCOs
were a mixed crowd = mostly from UK bt also
Falestinians, Indians, Cypricts and Buropeans. The
FPalestinians gossiped away in their accommodation in
Hebrew — Daphne would hear the Sergeant Mapor telling
them “Get moving = T don’t know whal you are saving -
bul whatesver it is, get on and DO T

Daphne befl the ATS in 1946 after the War ended but her
Army bloosd was oo =irong and she returned Lo duly in
1953 by joining the Woman's Royal Army Corps
{(WRALC(TA)), She joined 301 East Anglia Battakion to
Colchester in 1954 as 2IC to Colonel Naomi Christie,
Omne annual camp at Plaisterdown included training for
the Nijmegen Marches in Holland because WRAC TA
were entering for the first time - again thanks to
Daphne’s enthusiasm. She was promoted Major in 1954
and served for another 11 years. In this time, she was
awarded a TA Certificate of Meritorious Service by the
Lord Lieutenant of Essex for her work and the TA
Colonel wrote to her saying,” [ congratulate you most
warmly on your success. The TV and press coverape yvou
secured was truly remarkable”

Daphne onkside the Officers’ Mess Worthy Down on AGC
Corps Doy



Driving was a major function of the hattalion so it was
particularty appropriate that Daphne should be the

10, ¥th recipient of The Institute of Advanced Motoring
Certificate. The photographs of the presentation in The
Crarden BEoom of the Savoy show a very elegant and
smart DaphnPDdEoniphessir FredVersion
Stirling Moss and Sheila Van Damm. However, she notes
in her serapbook that shortly afterwards, she changed
into Khaki battledress and drove her Champ around
Hyde Park Corner for Movietone Mews]

Draphine beft the TA in 1965 but retained her links with
the WRAC Association. She never missed an Officers’
Lunch or Dinner and was often in communication either
by phiooe or letter with Association HG. She left uz a
large number of photographs, scrapbooks and papers: a
significant contribution to the historical archives. Daphne
was dlzo instrumental in organising several ladies o
make the ATS kneelers which are in the garrison church
at Worthy Down,

For the last few vears [aphne resided in the Star &
Garter Home and it always amused her that we referred
o her as the Officer in Charge of the Star and Garter
Dietachment!

shie had tremendous energy and was a greal coniributor,
She will be remembered with great affection by us all in
the WRAC Association.

W/380596 W2 N M MILLER
31 March 1931- 15 March 2007

B

niRa

Mancy Miller first enlisted into the WRAC in February
1953 for three years and afier a short break she re-
enlisted in November 1956 and continued to serve in the
Corps at home and abroad until her discharge in 1986,
By then she had completed almost 33 years service.

| first met Mancy in 1971 when we were both waiting to
see if we had been selected for secondment (o the
Kenyan Government. Nancy served in Keova for 18
months after which she returned to the UK and postings
follomwresd to Chatham, Hong Kong, Guildiord and
Dusseldorf. At one point she thought that she would be
the only member of the Corps never o be posted o

Germany!

After her discharge she took a vear off to enjoy civilian
life in her home county of Lincolnshire and in her
holiday home on the edge of the New Forest. Afler her
R&R she took up some part time employment which she
enjoved very much,

Sadly in 1988 Nancy suffered a stroke and although there
was no phvsical damage it did leave its mark, However,
MNancy as always was a fighter and with great
determination her health improved, But recently her
health started 1o deteriorate, and she suffered a series of
mini sirokes and heart problems. Unexpectedly, Nancy
had a massive heart attack which was to lead to her
passing on 15 March 2007,

Mancy 15 very much missed not only by Dusty and all
their dog walking friends but also those frends for whom

there is now a great void i their Bves.

Helen Haynes
47 Langford Gardens, Grantham, Lincolnshire
MGAT BDW

ELIZABETH A (GERRY) GERMAIN
3 April 1926 - 4 April 2007




Born in Wallsend, Northumberland, Gerry began her
service career in 1947 with the ATS{TA} and then the
WRACTTA) She served for 3 vears before enlisting in
the Regular Army in 1950, Her postings were Guildford,
Chilwell, P51 at Birmingham WEAC (TA), Shoeburyness,
H&D Coy at 1BD1E1EblfnpneﬁsfjniFm. Vansion
Highlands in Malavsta, Bovingion, Camberley and
Larkhill, where she completed her 22 vears service as

Wiz BSM.

She returned to her home in Newcastie-upon-Tyne and
began a type *R” engagement az Army Careers Advisor,
first in Mewcastle and then in South Shields, where she
made her home after serving a total of 31 vears,

Gerry became severely vizually impaived in 2000 but she
soldiered on and her favourte saying was, “1 can do
that”. For the last 18 months she fought bravely and with
dignity against cancer. On her last visit to the oneobogist
she replied to his grave prognosis =1 know, but [ will be
content o reach my st birthday”,

Sadly on 4 April, the day after her birthday, Gerry pazsed
away in hospital with those she loved by her side. She
wis given a fitting =end off by the local vicar who i= also
an Army Chaplain, Gerry will be zadly missed by her
many friends and family and will be remembercd oot
only by “She can do that™ but “She did that™ —a soldier (o
the end.

] Hunter
17 Lind=zay Court, Whithurn, Tyne & Wear SEG TLN

EATHLEEN MAY PRIOR MSM
11 February 1920 = 11 April 2007

kate was calbed up tojoin the ATS in 1942, She did nol
think that she would stay long in the Army but she
enjoved it so much that she stayed uniil she retired as
W02 CSM in 1975, She served throughout UK in many
WRAC unit2 including several appointments at the
WEAL Centre, Guildiord, She particularly emoyved her
tour with 10 Coy WHRAC at the Duchess of Kenl Barracks
in Aldershot and her foal tour at Blackdown Barracks,
Deepeul In her time, she was responsible for looking
after the welfare and discipline of many servicewomen.

This she always did conscientiously and selflessly bt

always with & pood sense of humour and fun and she
remained in contact with several of them all her fife, Kate
was often regarded as a "mother figure” — they felt they
could discuss any problem with her and were assured of
sensible advice in return. It was therefore no surprise
that in 1970 Kate was presented with the Mentorious
Service Medal (MSM) after 27 vears exemplary service
= a rare honour. The citation included the following,
“She has the hapgy ability to combine pood humour with
a sirong ense of doty. Throughoul her career, Sergean
Major Prior hae always given of her very best and pat
duty before personal interests”, During her service, Kate
was a very keen sportswoman plaving cricket, rounders
and table tennis to a very high standard, Cricket
remained a passion and she always listened (o Test
Match commentaries on the radio, Nothing would tear
her away from Brian Johnston and his colleagues!
Latterly, since her stroke, she enjoved watching the
game on TV framt the comfart of e chair

Fate was a gentle, canng person with 2 great love of hife
and a tremendows sense of fun. Despate being: disabled
Iy astroke for over 12 vears, she mude the best of it andd
brought laughter and happiness to anvone whao visited
her — vou could never be sad for long with Kate around,
Mothing ever got her down, she was always hright and
cheerful, with a lovely senze of humour and a great sense
of fun. Above all. ghe loved the WEAC and her life in the
Army = she pever slopped reminiscing. Her indomitable
apirit was evident right up o the end and she will be
remembered with the greatest affection.

MAJ (Retd) R M (Becky) PARK née LAWRENCE
20 June 1949 — 26 May 2007

Becky Lawrence was commissioned into the WRAC in
1971, Her firat tour was with the Royal Signals in
Catterick followed by a warmer posting to Cyprus, After
underiaking Arabic language training =he returmed (o
Cypruz and continued 1o enjoy the Mediterranean way of
life interspersed with cegular parties! From Cyprus she
was posted o the WRAC College Camberley, trainmg
Officer Cadets and NCOS in the WRAC, One of her
courses thoughl it would be funny to turn ool for their
uniform inspection parade wearing their shoes on
opposite feet — Becky saw the funny side of this but
called their Blulf by marching them around the parade
sauare! She was highly respected by staff and students
alike and brought just the right touch of professionalism
and humour into the training envivonment, The bane of
the PT #iaff, Becky was able (o pass her bi-annual fitness
test with no preparation - 2he would complete and pass
her test, light a cigarette and sav to the PT stafl “5ee you
in 6 months™.



She was promoded to Major and moved to Beaconsfield
(Army Bchool of Languages) where she commanded the
WERAL Company and shorily afterwards attended the
Army Staff Course first at Shrivenham then at the
Camberley Staff College - the main thing she learned
there was what good fun the Roval Navy were, It was
there that she met and married L1 Cdr Mike Park RN - a
fellow student. A London MOD job followed working in
the ever imporiant area of pay and conditions of service
for all ranks. Commuting was no fun and her next
posting was closer to their Headley home as O HO &
Holding Company, WRAC Centre, Guildtord. Her
inspection of the recruits at the December Passing Ot
Parade Dress rehearsal was legendary — she appeared
fully disguised as Father Chnstmas in front of the
unsuspecting officers and recruits and proceeded 1o
inspect them and take the salute, “Ho Ho Ho-ang” all the
tme. Caly when the video was viewed later was her
identity puessed = her distinctive marching gail gave her
away!

Becky left the Army in 1937 after 16 vears excellent
=ervice, Az an officer, she had the highest sense of
inbegrity, was loval and zupportive of her stafl amnd had a
quick mind which saw right to the nub of the problem,
Az a friend, she was fun, humorous, determined,
intelligent, honest and loval, Anvone who knew her will
have their own individual special memaories of her and
will be the richer for knowing her. None can have failed
to be touched by her zest for life and by her courage in
the kst few years.

Fenny Coold

MARY KATHLEEN (MOLLY) CAVANAGH

bolly Cavanagh was born on 28 January 19340 at Ealing,
London. She had an elder sister, Eileen and a vounger
brother, Brian. Her father, Alfred Cavanagh was Chaed

Clerk of the Sudan Government Railways from 19131932
and was awarded the MBE for his services, Maolly started
work for the Bank of England mm 1938 at the ape of 18
and in 1942 was called up into the ATS.

She was commiszioned in 1949 and waz promoted o
Lieutenant in 1952 and to Major in 62nd Signal Regiment
in 1958, She had several tours of duty in Cyprus during
the trouhles there and also e the Far East — Hong Kong
and Singapore.

She retired from the Army, and in 1970 was. awarded
students Vocational Certificate for Spoken English and
subsequently mught al South Wiltshire Grammar School,
It was about this time that she bought Foundaboul
Cottage, Little Durnford, moving from Wilsford where
she rented a coltage — shared with her beloved cats. She
made many [Fends in the Woodiord Valley and orpanised
the Mealz on Wheels rota for a number of years,

sadly. zhe was diagnosed with leukaemia, Afler some
traumatic months she moved fo Stratford Court, where
she waz content and so well looked after

Mres M H S Gordon
15 5t Lawrence Close, Stratford-Sub-Castle, Salisbury
&SP ILW

W/398833 MARGARET ANN PROTHEROE
née JOHN
15 MARCH 1940 - 14 JUNE 2007

It iz with much
sadness that | am
reparting the
death of Mrs Ann
Protheroe who
became a member
af Marches & Mid
Wales Brinch last
viar. Prior o that
she had been a
merather of Bristol
and Cardiff
Branches, [ am
cure her loss will
b Tedt by muany.




Exactly 48 years ago Ann and | were looking forward to
our 6th and final week of basic training at the Guildford
Depat. Ann was 19 and had already served 2 vears with
the TA in South Wales before joining (against her
father's wishes) the regular Army. In contrast | was a
shy naive 17 R BFAdompEessor dinceyousion
because my ex-Army [ather ordered me lo. So our
individual concept of Army life couldn't have been more
different.

Ape wise, | was the baby of the billet and at first
evervthing was a struggle; no one would call me
Maranne bul instead they wanted to dub me “Ginger”. 1
was having none of thiz and refused to respond. Ann
soon intervenad by looking at my name card, "1 see you
have 2 initials, what does the C stand for?” [ told her
“Christina”, "Right, that settles it, she announced o
everyone present, “In future we will all call Marianne —
Chris", Evervone including me complied with this very
assertive Welsh red head and ‘Chris' Heath stuck. [
guessed she'd had “Ginger” thrown at her a few tines and
understood my strong objection, It didnt ocour to me
then that she waz also using her second name.

Ann wag a feisty, sell assured voung woman who quickly
became the billet ‘cheer leader' and how we needed one
of those at Yeowvil! It was always Anin who'd say, "Let’s go
tor the MAAFT". She would march off knowing that the
whale of Course 229 would follow her. We fed sixpences
nto the juke box and setlled with our colfees and cokes.
Then Ann would lead uz into laughter over the day's
adversities by urning everything on its head. She could
be very funny, which was a great morale booster:

Ann already held a doving licence but she =6l had to
have training like the rest of us, She and her instructor
used to buy a paper and park up in a quiet lzy-by to read
it, while the rezt of us were under instruction. Despite
this she was always the first to help and encourage the
rest of ug; no one went off to take their driving test
without a few words of encouragement from Ann.

As often happens, we lost touch after training until Ann
contacted me in 2004, Then, in the summer of 2005, | had
lunch with her and another Welsh girl we'd trained with,
namely Elizabeth McConnell. 1t transpired that they had
Hved just a few miles from each other for many years and
had maintained contact with vet 2 more members of
Course 229 Ann, Belty and [ were able o pick up our
conversation just where we left it back in 1959, The vears
just fell away and our comradeship was as 2irong as ever
and, although [ had left the Association, Ann’s cajoling
got me back in.

Ann certainly enjoved attending last vear's WREAC Dinner
as the photograph shows. After that she went off to Spain
for a month. Sadly she was already very ill although no
one would have known - she was always so positive,

Marianne Hooker

Secretary, Marches & Mid Wales Branch

The Briars, Church Boad, Mewcastle, Craven Arms,
Shropshire 5Y7 8QL

Teel: 01588 640553 email: meh 5268 Gscali.couk
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MAJ (Retd) DORA EDITH NIGHTINGALE MBE

In 1942 at the age of 20, Dora enlisted into the ATS and
trained at Wrexham Training Centre. Her potential was
quickly recognised and *Nightie' as she was known, was
soon promoted to be a LOpl FTL In 1944 she was posted
to King Alfred College in Winchester where she had no
leave for & months. When she was off duty, she helped at
the local hospital and knocked on the doors in the
affluent neighbourhood, to acquire luxuries such as soap,
tobacco and sweels for the injured soldiers,

When War ended, Nightie and her frend Kay Oakley
decided to break the rules by celebrating in London and
hitched lifts from their unit in Leicestershire. They had a
problem getting back until they persuaded a reluctant
lorry driver to give them a lift. As a punishment for being
late they spent the night in the guardrosm and were
charged the next day. On VE Day they went again 1o
London where they sang and danced all night in
preparation for the parade the following day.

In 1948 and 1950 Dora was selected to represent the
Army in the FT Display at the Koval Tournament: a great
honour for 8 woman in those days. Dora’s abilities and
qualities were recognised and she was commissioned in
1954,

She gerved in a vanety of theatres, including Yeowil
{where she learned to drive 8 3 ton truck), Catterick,
Morthern Ireland, Cyprus and Salisbury and was
promoted to Major in 1966, She was Secretary by many
Army sports ncluding netball, swimming and diving. She
ook her responsibiliies very seriously and wAth great
enthusiasm, The welfare of "her girle’ always came Girst
and stories of her mothering, friendliness and humour
have become legendary.

Leslie Scoft, Dorg Nightingale and Vera Fisher at the PTs
Kennion in Sepdember 2006

Pat Bosewell recalls the Army swimming and diving team
winning the Inter Services and the custom was for the
cosch Lo be thrown into the pool afterwards. Mot wishing
o take advantage of Mapor Nightingale, Dora was led
inte the pool like a poddess and when eshe emerged in a
drenched state was immediately given an Army racksuit
to wiear back to the Mess, She insisted however on
wearing her court shoes!



In 1975, when Dora was serving at HOy UKLF,
International Women's Year was celebrated and the
WRNS hosied a week of sports events at Portsmouth,
[}ora was the Army coordinator, At the end of the week
the Army were in pobe position but needed to win the
swimming to PiDRGo ifdir8erMdrsion
recalls Diora shouting o loudly that she lost her volce,
but it was worth it because the Army won!

Before Dora lefl the Armoe in 19786, affer 34% service, her
FTls surprised her with a “This is Your Life’. Kate
Bettison's mother came from Flymouth to be the pianist
and plaved ‘A Nightingale sang in Berkeley Square’, It
wad 3 memorable evening and gave a much respected
lady a good send off 1o civwie street, Later in the year Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother presented
Crora with her MBE at Buckingham Palace.

[harm never missed a FT reunion sinee they began in 1995
and looked forward to each one with great enthusiasm.
She was always thiilled 1o be back among ‘her girls’ who
wore cqually delighted to see her, Dora was the FTT's
Matriarch and she will always be remembered by them
with the greatest affection and respect.

MRS BARBARA ALEXANDER née RICHARDS

Barbarg, far nght corner, with members of Limdon Branch
i JERS at the Grond Rewnion in Harrogale

Mrs Barbara Alexander served in the ATS from 1938
until 1945 and reached the rank of WO 1 (RSM). She was
the proud holder of five medals mcluding the Africa Star
arud was mentioned in despatehes in 1944, Barbara
served in Palestine and Cairo and had the distinction of
being the only fematle WO on a training course in the
Middle East with 99 male colleagues. She often said that
her most vivid wartime memory was on the evacuation of
Dunkirk, “The bova coming hack hungry and tired and
wearing whatever clothing they could get hold off, The
other meen had o bend them shaving equipment and
knives and Torks while they waited to receive their own
replacement equipment from stores”,

Barbara also helieved that one of the best thing to coms
oul of the War was the comradeship. Consequently, she
wis & preat supporter of the London Branch for many
veears and was s Chanrman from 194935 until a few years
ago. Barbara died on 10 January 2007 at the age of 95,

WRAC Dinner Club

10th Anniversary Dinner
5-7 October 2007

The 10th Anniversary dinner will be
held on Saturday 6 October at the
Adelphi Hotel, Ranelagh Place,
Liverpool

As In previous years a booking form will
be sent with the Newsletter to all current
members in February 2007, If vour
membership has lapsed please contact
the membership secretary, Carol Austin,
on 01253 352258,

An application for membership of the
Dinner Club can be found elsewheare in
this Lioness.

Please note: due to the Adelphi Hotel
being fully booked up in the 2nd week
of October, the dinner is being held on
the FIRST weekend in October.

COPY DEADLINE

Articles for inclusion in the next edition of
the Lioness must be received by

10 December 2007

THE DELIGHTS OF THE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE - 2

Those who jump off a bridge In Pans are In Semnea
Ojon viu — the same miwstard as bafore

Practice safe gating - always uso condimants

A hangover is the wrath of grapes

Chaas the name Pavlav ring a ball

Reading while sunbathing makes you wall read

A bicyle cannod stand on s own bacausa o 13-too
fired

Time flies ke an arrow. Fruil flies ke a benana

f7



ALEXANDER Mrs Barbara Mary, née Richards, of Hillingdon on
10 Jan 2007, ATS

ANDERSON Mrs Kathleen Harriat, née Karney, of Lincs in Mar
2007, ATS

ASPDEN Mrs Bertha, née Street, of Blackpool on 21 Nov 2006,
ATS

ATACK Mrs CRBiF: UfmpiréssorsPf teramsioin
Oct 2006, WRAC

BADCOCK Miss Dorothy Anne, of Croydon on 18 Jan 2006, ATS
BISHOP Mrs Vera, of Norwich in Jun 2007, WAAF - Associate
Member

BOWKER Mrs Helen Hilda Emily, née Holden, of St Leonards-
on-Sea on 24 Nov 2006, ATS

BOOTH Miss Gladys, of Huddersfield early 2006, ATS

BRAIN Miss Audrey, of Bristol, ATS

BRESLIN Mrs Constance (Connie), née Ewan, of Ellon on 28
Mar 2007, ATS

BRISTOW Mrs Cicely Frances, née Barden, of Hastings on 23
Feb 2007, ATS ‘
BRODERICK Mrs Enid Margaret, née Sharp, of Leamington Spa,
ATS

BROUGHTON Mrs Gladys Ellen, née Whittaker, of Bradford on
26 Oct 2006, ATS

BROWN Mrs Margaret, née Fox, of Sheffield on 21 Dec 2006,
ATS

BRYANT Miss Beatrice, of Slough in Jan 2007, ATS

CALLOW Mrs Elizabeth May, née Morris, of Leigh-on-Sea, ATS
CARPENTER Mrs Joan, née Cook, of Grimsby in Mar 2007, ATS
CARR Miss Grace Rose, of Essex, ATS

COLE Mrs Lilian (Pat), née Cummings, of Leamington Spa on 7
Jun 2007, ATS/WRAC

COLEMAN Mrs M A, née Mullen, of Wilmington, ATS
COOPER Miss Audrey, of Stourport-on-Severn on 6 Apr 2007,
ATS

COPNALL Mrs Peggy of Aberaeron, July 2007, ATS

CRANE Mrs Eileen Marian, née Harvey, of Bath on 5 Feb 2007,
ATS

CRUMP Ms Edith, of London in Mar 2006, ATS

CUDMORE Mrs Violet May, née Lee, of London on 2 Jul 2007,
ATS

DAVIDSON Miss E I, of Manchester, ATS

DRUMMOND Mrs Irene, née Wilson, of Kirkbymoorside on 26
Apr 2007, ATS

DUGMORE Mrs Elsie, née Stainfield, of Manchester on 30 Jan
2007, ATS

DYER Mrs Beryl, née Millican/Pollard, of Bristol, ATS

ELLIS Mrs Vera, née Tait, of Monkseaton on 23 Jun 2007, ATS
FARREN Mrs Vera, of Coventry, on 13 Jul 2007, ATS
FELTHAM Mrs Doreen, née Bayne, of Winchester on 13 Feb
2007, ATS

FENNELL Mrs Joy, née McRobert, of Ponteland on 21 Mar 2007,
ATS/WRAC

GERMAIN Miss Elizabeth (Gerry), of Sunderland on 4 Apr 2007,
ATS/WRAC

GODSON Mrs Mary, née Airlie, of London, ATS

HALL Mrs Dorothy J, of Waltham Abbey in July 2007, ATS
HAMMOND Mrs Edna, née Appleyard, of Kent in Jun 2007, ATS
HAROLD Mrs Chris, née Cook, of Glasgow on 7 May 2007, ATS
HART Mrs Elsie Louisa, née Shaw, of Bury St Edmunds, WRAC
HARTNELL Mrs D, née Clark, of Sidmouth, ATS

HARVEY Mrs D A, née Patterson, of Nuneaton in Sep 2006, ATS
HENDERSON Mrs Edith, of Eastbourne, ATS

HILL Mrs J W H, née Hewitt, of West Sussex, ATS

HILL Mrs Daphne Gordon, née Phillips, of Richmond on 30 Jan
2007, ATS/WRAC

HOLMAN Mrs Edith, née Buckingham, of Luton on 5 Apr 2007,
ATS

HOOD Mrs Joyce Evelyn, née Dedman, of Manchester, ATS
HOYLE Mrs Betty, née Ray, of Hull on 3 Dec 2006, WAAF
(Associate Member)

JACK Mrs Agnes C, of Stirling on 15 Dec 2006, ATS

JACKSON Miss Vera, of Leeds on 11 Jun 2007, ATS

JAY Mrs Marjorie, née Hunter, of Bradford on 8 Feb 2007, ATS
KENNEDY Mrs Mina, née Pearson, of Canada, ATS

KINROSS Miss Margaret, of Erskine Home, Edinburgh on 8
Feb 2007, ATS

LANGHAM Miss Gladys Mary, of York on 20 Jun 2007, ATS
LAWTON Mrs Kathie, née Kelly, of Bolton in Apr 2007,
ATS/WRAC

LEVERTON Mrs Joyce Mary, of Cleethorpes in Mar 2007, ATS
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LITTLE Mrs Peggie Pauline, née Mitchell, of Bristol in Apr 2007,
ATS

LOWE-WILLETTS Mrs Clarice, née Bollinger, of Bristol in Apr
2007, ATS

MAGER Maurice on 15 May 2007. Formerly Dental Officer at
WRAC Centre and member of the Lioness Editorial Committee
MANSELL Mrs Florence, née Latuske, of Kent on 10 Feb 2007,
ATS

MASON Mrs Pamela, née Thornton, of Knaresborough in late
2006, WRAC

MILLER Miss Nancy, of Grantham on 15 Mar 2007, WRAC
MOODY Miss May, of Helston, WRAC

NEVE Mrs Shirley, née Hartshorn, of Chard on 17 Jun 2007,
WRAC

NICKLESS Mrs E (Nessie), née Nesbit, of Kent on 9 Apr 2007,
ATS

NIGHTINGALE MBE Maj (Retd) Dora, of Hailsham on 22 Jun
2007, ATS/WRAC

NIXON Mrs Dorothy, née Vernon, of Ormskirk on 8 Feb 2007,
ATS

PARK Maj(Retd) Becky, née Lawrence, of Portsmouth on 26 May
2007, WRAC

PINKNEY Mrs Dorothy (Dot), née Barrett, of Aldershot in Mar
2007, WRAC

PLANT Mrs Winifred, née Kennedy, of Stafford on 12 Feb 2007,
ATS

PLUCK Mrs Sheila, née Dunlop, of Norfolk on 8 Dec 2006, ATS
POTTS Mrs Mary, née Hatcher, of Cardiff on 3 Apr 2007, ATS
PRIOR MSM Miss Kate, of Bognor Regis on 11 Apr 2007,
ATS/WRAC

PROTHEROQE Mrs Margaret Ann, née John, of Newport on 14
Jun 2007, WRAC

PUCKLE OBE TD Lt Col (Retd) Sheila, of London on 24 May
2007, ATS/WRAC

PYTLAK Mrs Esme (Joyce), née Bearcroft, of Evesham on 13
Feb 2007, ATS

RAINE Mrs Annie, née Holdsworth, of Halifax on 20 Jan 2007,
ATS

* REIFF Mrs Marie Theresa, née Parsons, of Kent, ATS

RICHARDSON Miss Mary, of Kent on 12 Jan 2007, ATS
RICHMOND Mrs Joan, of Manchester on 22 Feb 2007, ATS
RIVERS-BULKELEY Mrs Elizabeth Charlotte Marie, née
Neustadtl, of London on 19 Dec 2006, ATS

ROBINSON Mrs Joan, of Aylesbury on 1 Mar 2007, ATS
ROBSON Mrs Mary Ellen, née Mercer, of Fareham on 30 Jan
2007, ATS

SARTAIN Miss Dorothy, of Bath, Affiliated-WAAF

SCRUTON Mrs Kitty, of Grimsby in May 2007, ATS

SEAL Mrs Marjorie Ivy, née Ridley, of Grimsby in May 2007, ATS
SERPELL Mrs Pamela Anita Ursula, née Coles, of Ivybridge on 4
Feb 2007, ATS

SHREEVE Mrs Joan, née Chapman, of Norwich on 10 Mar 2007,
ATS

SIMMONDS Mrs Irene, née Barnett, of Reading on 19 Jun 2007,
ATS

SMITH Mrs Elizabeth, of Dumfries on 26 Feb 2007, ATS
SPARKES MTrs Nancy, née Bridgwood, of Houghton Regis on 1
Jun 2007, ATS

STOTT Mrs Flora Stewart, née McDonald, of Portsoy on 13 Jun
2007, ATS

STRINGER Mrs Hilda, née Waltow, of Cheshire, on 5 Oct 2006.
With apologies for incorrect surname in previous Lioness

SWALES Mrs E, of York on 19 Nov 2006, ATS

THOMAS Mrs Margaret, née Davis, of Seaford on 1 May 2006,
ATS

THOMPSON Mrs Doris, née Flower, of Canada on 6 Oct 2006,
ATS

WALTERS Mrs Janet, of Erskine Home, Glasgow on 25 Jan 2007,
ATS

WARKE MM Miss Sarah Jane, of Swindon on 1 March 2007,
WRAC

WATTS Mrs Marjorie, née Nattan, of Knutsford on 1 Jan 2007,
ATS

WHELAN Mrs Olive, née Burn, of Harrogate on 13 Jul 2007, ATS
WHITE Mrs Nell, née Steele, of York on 14 Mar 2007, ATS
WHITTAKER Mrs Jenny (Bunny), née Moss, of Hatfield on 25
Jun 2007, ATS

WOOD Mrs Hilda Gwendoline, née Rainbow, of Poole in early
2007, ATS

YEOMAN Mrs Lilian, née Read, of Portishead on 12 Feb 2007,
WAAF



WOMEN’S ROYAL ARMY CORPS
DINNER CLUB

PDF Compressor Free Version

Application for Membership

Membership No: DC/......ccccooevvvviiennenn.

LRd XS5 ] 2 L =101 T
(Miss Ms Mrs Rank if serving)

01 1413 = T I = T L= SO TSRO

Army NO: P/ W/ WO et re e eer e et e et taeaa e e e e e et iastassa s nnsenetnbrneenetennneeeens
SUMEAIME WREN SEIVINQ: it tre ettt e e iie e e e s eeea s e e eee e st e b e e e astneeeaamece e st eeeaseneeeameeeessseeeamsbneeeansneeesasseeaanenaanns
WRAC Service From: oo 0. e
TA Service From: oo 0. e
Last Rank held/still NOIJING: ... ettt sttt e e e e e e et e s rm b e e e ntbe e e e e amnee e easeeeaseneeeennes
Trade/JOD WhilSt SEIVING: ... ettt ettt e e et e e e s eaeee e st eeeamber e e e aneeeeeanseeeameneeennseeeeaanneas

Decorations:

Please return to:
WRAC Dinner Club — Membership Secretary
Carole Austin, ‘The Gables’, 20 Redcar Road, Blackpool, Lancashire, FY1 2LR
Tel: (01253) 352259

I wish to join the WRAC Dinner Club and enclose:

* 1 Years Membership £ 4.00 £
* 3 Years Membership £ 7.00 £
* Life Membership £12.00 £

delete as appropriate
Cheque/Postal Order should be made payable to: WRAC Dinner Club
SIGNATUIE. ittt et e e e et e e sar e et e bt e e enneeeen Date: ..o,

A 2nd class postage stamp would be much appreciated. Thank you

‘Suaviter in modo, Fortiter in re’
‘Gentle in manner, Resolute in deed’
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Memorabilia

Compressor rRAC AS SOC i ati on

All items of memorabilia can be obtained from the Association Headguarters,
Please make chegues or postal orders payable (o WRAC Association and forward with your order to:
WRAC Associztion, AGC Centre, Worthy Down, Winchester, Hants. 5021 2R,

Al prices include postage and packing

Itlm r..-'I-I.E||IIIIII|..
Square Tray
Sandwich Tray
Teapot Stand
All £2.50 each
*Special Offer*

I For Sale:-

Pens £ 2.50
£2.00 (Boxed)

Boolkmarks £ 1.50

Bells £1.50

Table Mats £ 6.50

Trolley Coin
£2.00




WOMEN’S ROYAL ARMY CORPS ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT
VICTORY SERVICES CLUB ON SATURDAY 24 MARCH 2007

PDF Compressor Free Version
1. CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all those
attending and introducing her support team: Mrs Maggie
Purkis, Chairman of the Executive Committee; Colonel Audrey
Smith, Chairman of the Grants Committee; Major Jane
Freebairn, General Secretary; Mrs Margaret Wroot, the
Benevolent Fund Case Secretary and Ms Kathryn Barker the
Chief Clerk.

The Chairman then thanked the Chairman of London Area and
‘members of London and Greater London Branches who had
been responsible for all the front of house activities including
the Raffle. She then paid tribute to all the Branch Secretaries
whose dedication and hard work ensure the continuation of the
vital branch network.

The Chairman outlined her programme of visits to individual
Branches and Area Reunions and emphasised how important
this contact was. The Chairman had also represented the
Association at the Shadow Defence Veterans Forum at the
House of Commons, the service for VC and GC holders at
Westminster Abbey and at the Remembrance Ceremony at the
Field of Remembrance outside Westminster Abbey.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies had been received from many individuals, several
Branch Secretaries and the following members of Council: Brig
Dame Joanna Kelleher, Brig A Field, Miss M Thomson, Lady
Martha Bruce, Lt Col M Soames, Col H McMahon, Lt Col M
Woollard, Lt Col ] Young, Mrs K McGregor and Mrs P
Stevenson.

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated in
Lioness 2/2006. No comments had been received. It was
proposed that the Chairman sign them as a true record.

Proposed: Cambridge Seconded: Plymouth
Unanimously agreed

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS
MINUTES

There was no business arising which would not be covered by
other Agenda items.

5. REPORT OF THE COUNCIL

The Chairman said that Council had met twice since the last
AGM: firstly in July 2006 at Worthy Down and secondly in
London at the Victory Services Club in January 2007. The main
items of interest were:

a. Changes to Council Membership. Col E] Bowles had
been elected as a Life Vice President of the Association. Mrs M
Purkis, Chairman of the Executive Committee had been re-
elected as had Lt Col N Murdoch. Lt Col J Young had been
appointed as Area Chairman of Scotland so her previous
appointment had been filled by Maj R Griffiths. Maj L Jones
had been appointed to replace Mrs A Deakin who had
completed her four-year tour. The Chairman said she hoped
that having more serving members on Council would provide
the network to encourage more, younger members to join the
Association.

b. National Memorial Arboretum (NMA) - The NMA had
confirmed that all organizations had been asked to contribute
towards the maintenance of their individual plots and they had
estimated the upkeep of the WRAC Association plot at £850.

The members of Council had been concerned that this would
be a continuing undertaking and felt that they could not
support the full amount. After discussion, it had been agreed
that £500 would be sent as a donation towards maintenance.
The NMA had acknowledged the donation with grateful thanks.
The Chairman encouraged everyone to visit.

¢. Branches — The Chairman was pleased to announce that a
Branch had opened in Lincoln and that Worthing Branch would
be re-opened. She thanked Mrs C Corker and Mrs J
Goldsbrough-Jones for their enthusiasm and hard work. Sadly,
Guernsey, Shipley, Wincanton, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Swansea and
Sunderland had closed.

d. Recruiting and Advertising - The Chairman reported
that a sub committee of the Executive Committee, under the
Chairmanship of Lt Col Murdoch, had been formed to raise the
profile of the Association and to increase the number of
members.

e. Appointment of Auditors - The Trustees had re-appointed
Baker Tilly as the Auditors.

6. FINANCIAL REPORT

The General Secretary read the report in the absence of the
Honorary Treasurer. The Statement of Financial Activities and
the Balance Sheet for the year ending 31 October 2006 had
been published in Lioness 1/2007 and no comments had been
received.

Overall, the investments had performed well and showed an
increase of 12% which had been in excess of the FTSE 100 over
the same period. M&G had performed best with an increase of
19% whilst both Schroders Charifund and the UST Capital Fund
had achieved 16% increases. The UST Income Fund had
increased by 6%: a good result for an income fund. The
combined funds were worth a total of £5,662,226: £600,000
more than the previous year.

However, the Unrestricted fund, showed an excess of
expenditure over income of £29,634. There had been three
contributing factors. Branch funds were worth £8,000 less than
the previous year: secondly, the Lioness showed a net loss of
£6,000 and lastly, the Grand Reunion with an expenditure of
£111,000 and income of £78,000 showed a net cost of £32,000.
However, there had been a donation of £40,000 towards the cost
of the Grand Reunion received in the previous financial year.
This excess of expenditure was sustainable as the income from
investments had resulted in a plus of £15,807 in the net
movement of funds — a result seldom achieved in Grand
Reunion years.

The Restricted Funds, i.e. the Benevolent Funds, showed a
small excess of expenditure of £2,269. The Trustees had stated
in their annual report that the maximum amount of income
would be spent on benevolence and, in fact, this small excess of
expenditure over income was not significant considering the
large increase in the overall value of the funds. The investments
had increased by £161,733 so, overall, the Benevolent Funds
could support such an excess.

In summary, the Honorary Treasurer reported that the Funds
were sound and would be sufficient to meet future known
commitments. She had no hesitation in recommending that the
financial statements should be accepted and that the audited
accounts should be ratified.

Proposed: Hereford Seconded: Crewe Unanimously agreed
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7. REPORT OF THE EDITOR OF THE ASSOCIATION
JOURNAL

The Editor began by reporting that Lioness 1/2007 had been
safely delivered in UK and overseas. A new distribution
company had been employed following previous difficulties
especially with ddresses. She remindedynembers
frat the mabled A LR S e
1/2007 had been 76 pages long so the Editor was pleased to
note that the membership had contributed enough material and

photographs to produce a journal of this length for the second
time running.

The journal provided an excellent way of finding previous
colleagues and the Editor had appreciated feedback from those
who had made contact with someone they had served with.
Such responses were likely to be published as they would
encourage more and more members to use the ‘Where are you
now?’ section.

Lioness 1/2007 had cost £8,837.03 to print and distribute and
the account was £6,000 in deficit. Some costs had risen but
Council had agreed not to increase the membership fee but to
continue to subsidise the cost of the Lioness so that no-one
would feel they could not afford to renew their subscription. At
the same time, the Trustees agreed that members should be
made aware of the costs of producing the Lioxness and be
encouraged to make donations whenever possible. Branches
had donated a total of £1,780 to the Lioness in the previous
financial year: a good increase from the year before. The Editor
hoped that Branches would continue to support the Lioness as
much as they could. She was also grateful to those life
members who made an annual donation through standing
orders and would encourage all life members to consider this
option of supporting the journal.

The Editor thanked all those who showed their appreciation of
the journal but reiterated her dependence on the whole
membership to submit articles and photographs. She
encouraged everybody to consider sending an article: one side
of A4 with a good photograph would be ideal. The Editor was
looking forward to the next edition and hoped that it would also
be 76 pages long.

8. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Executive Committee

The Chairman of the Executive Committee reported that they
had met twice since the last AGM and on each occasion had
discussed advertising, recruiting and the next Grand Reunion
which would be held in 2009. She was pleased to confirm that a
sub-committee under the chairmanship of Lt Col Murdoch had
been formed and looked forward to supporting them in their
efforts to increase the membership.

The Chairman of the Executive Committee also explained how
difficult it had been to find a suitable venue for the Grand
Reunion in 2009. Whilst Warwick University had been excellent
in every respect, it was felt that it would be better to have all
the facilities under one roof. After due consideration and
several visits, it had been decided to hold the next Grand
Reunion at the Norbreck Castle Hotel in Blackpool. The hotel
had recently undergone major refurbishment and would be able
to provide a three-day event for much the same price as the
two-day reunion at Warwick University. It also had great
experience in hosting functions for Veterans and could supply
the necessary support and facilities for those with mobility
difficulties.

b. Benevolent Fund Grants Committee

The Chairman of the Grants Committee gave a summary of the
work of the Benevolent Fund in the previous financial year. The
Major Grants Committee had met once a month and minor
cases had been dealt with on a daily basis. 624 cases had been
considered: a decrease of just 1.3% on the previous year. The
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ratio of cases was 352 ATS to 272 WRAC so approximately 56%
of the cases had been ATS and 44% WRAC. Until recently the
ratio had been three quarters ATS to one quarter WRAC.

The total spent on one-off grants had been £150,147, nearly half
of which had been paid in grants for mobility, disability aids,
house repairs and adaptations. The Chairman explained that
other military and civilian funds had often contributed and
thanked the Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, the Royal Air Force
Benevolent Fund, the Army Benevolent Fund, other Army
Regiments and Corps, as well as the Royal British Legion for all
their support throughout the year.

The Princess Royal’s Memorial Fund (PRMF) had provided 24
annuities to those who were elderly, in poor health and who
lived alone on minimal income. The annuity was £13 a week
plus a Christmas Bonus of £60. The Army Benevolent Fund
(ABF) had granted annuities of £60 per month and 72 ladies
had received such a payment. The PRMF had also contributed
towards the shortfall of Nursing Home Fees for 21 ex-ATS with
payments between £5 and £20 a week. The ABF had very often
also contributed to these cases because of the amounts
involved.

In conjunction with the ABF, Pontins had provided holidays for
beneficiaries with children under 16. In 2006 a total of 3 families
had had a holiday. The Chairman thanked Mrs Babs Mitcheson
who had co-ordinated the Pontins holidays for many years. The
ABF could also support a Warner’s Holidays for the more
mature person and the Case Secretary would identify any
potential recipient.

The Chairman of the Grants Committee then described two
cases. Mrs T, 36 years of age, had served with the WRAC for 7

.- months. Her medical condition prevented her from being able

to lie flat in bed. In the morning, Mrs T has to exercise and
stretch her muscles to release the spasm that is extremely
painful. Even then, she is unable to raise herself from this semi
prone position to get out of bed. Her GP and Occupational
Therapist both recommended an electrically operated profiling
bed. The fund contributed towards the bed as well as her
husband’s former Regiment, The Royal British Legion and two
local charities. Mrs T wrote: “Thank you, thank you. I cannot
tell you how much this bed means to me. It has certainly made
life so much easier and getting up in the morning is no longer
the ordeal it used to be. You certainly have turned my whole
life around. Thank you so much.’

Mrs M, aged 75, ex WRAC and a widow living on a very limited
income, suddenly had to be responsible for caring for her
grandson. Mrs M suffers with back pain and found it extremely
difficult looking after a 14 year old who had to receive
counselling because of previous childhood experiences. He had
arrived at her house with only the clothes he had been wearing
and his beloved bicycle, which was beyond repair. The ATS &
WRAC Benevolent Fund, raised sufficient funds to be able to
help. Mrs M thanked us most sincerely and wrote how grateful
she had been for the grant which had enabled her to buy much
needed clothing and a bicycle for Tom. She also wrote: ‘Having
to suddenly start to care for another person after living alone
for 15 years is proving a steep learning curve — for both of us.
The extra funds were life saving and I thank you from the
bottom of my heart.’

Lastly, the Chairman of the Grants Committee encouraged all
the branches to continue to raise money for the Benevolent
Fund. Branches had donated £1,923 in comparison with £1,799
the year before. These donations had been much appreciated:
otherwise the fund would be reliant only on the income from
investments and legacies.

The Chairman of Council thanked Col Smith for all her support
and commitment as the Chairman of the Grants Committee.



9. RESOLUTIONS
a. Motions of Urgency
There were no motions of urgency.

b. C il R i R
Them e e B ampresson BEges Vegsion

¢. Branch Resolutions
There were no Branch Resolutions.

d. Election of Honorary Treasurer
The Chairman asked the meeting to ratify Lt Col M Woollard in
her appointment as Honorary Treasurer.

Proposed: York Seconded: Bury Unanimously agreed

10. CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION
"The Chairman explained that, since the last AGM, Council had
approved the award of a Certificate of Appreciation to the
following members:

Mrs Emily Bristow Chelmsford
Mrs Joan Scrivener Chelmsford
Miss Helen Donaldson Aberdeen
Mrs Enith V Pentecost Plymouth
Mrs Queenie Bridle Plymouth
Mrs Ethel England Plymouth
Mrs Ivy Seabrook Plymouth
Mrs Lily Cropper Bury

Mrs Mary Howarth Bury

Mrs Edith Youell Chelmsford
Mrs Sheila Wakelin Chelmsford
Mrs Eileen Green Chelmsford
Mrs Joan Higgins Stafford
Mrs Doris Clifford Cardiff
Mrs Margaret (Molly) Acton Cardiff
Mrs Agnes Meredith Shropshire
Mrs Brenda Adams Shropshire
Mrs Jean Houghton Southampton
Mrs Jean Kingdon Southampton
Miss Margery Lucas Hastings
Miss Winifred (Win) Wakelin Hastings
Miss Audrey Pashley Hastings

The Chairman then presented the certificates to those
recipients who were at the AGM. Alternative arrangements for
presentation by the Vice-President or by a member of Council
had been made for those unable to attend.

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Chairman said there were two items she wished to brief
the meeting on:

Armed Forces Veterans’ Lapel Badge. Initially, this had
been issued to WWII veterans. The eligibility had been
extended to those serving up until 31 December 1984, The
Badge can be obtained from The Veterans’ Agency — 0800 169
2277.

70th Anniversary of formation of ATS. The Chairman said
some branches had been asking whether any commemorative
event had been planned. Since the WRAC had disbanded in
1992, the manpower and finances had not been available to
recognise such anniversaries on a large national scale. In 1988,
the Golden Jubilee of the ATS had been acknowledged at the
Grand Reunion and in April 1999, the 50th birthday of the
WRAC was acknowledged during the morning service in
Guildford Cathedral as part of the AGM. The Chairman said
that the matter would be discussed at the July meeting of
Council and that any commemorative event arranged centrally
would likely be connected to the AGM in April 2008. Further
information would be published in the September issue of the
Lioness.

Other points raised were:

Title of the Association. Weymouth asked for confirmation of
the title. The Chairman responded that, although usually
shortened to the WRAC Association, the full title was the
WRAC Association (incorporating the QMAAC and ATS
Comrades’ Association). This was the title agreed at the AGM
on 18 March 1950. However, the title should not get in the way
of the camaraderie of the members and the facility to meet
together and enjoy shared experiences. [AFTER NOTE:
Brigadier Mary Tyrwhitt, then Director WRAC, wrote the
following in the first Lioness produced in the summer of 1950:
“Regimental Associations have several functions. One is to
provide opportunities for those who have belonged to a Corps
to get together and thus keep alive the spirit of comradeship
which we all value so much. Another function is for old
comrades to help each other in adversity. But these functions
alone are not enough and, if the spirit of comradeship is to live
on, a Regimental Association must walk forward and make sure
that it provides opportunities for all ranks of the Corps, past
and present, to help build for the future. The younger members
of a family should derive strength from the example, traditions
and experiences of their elders. In just the same way we
serving members of a Corps require the blessing of our
predecessors since we are all members of the same family.”]

A few branches commented on the remit of the advertising and
recruiting sub-committee. Both the Chairman and Lt Col
Murdoch assured the AGM that all forms of media were being
considered on a national basis. Also, they appreciated how
much work some branches were already putting into recruiting
and encouraged every branch to use every opportunity they
could at a local level.

Finally, the Chairman reminded the AGM that her current
appointment as Vice-President would finish in July 2007. She
said that she had been willing to serve a further term as
allowed by the rules and that Council had agreed. Therefore,
she would begin another four-year term as Vice-President of
the WRAC Association and Chairman of Council with effect
from the Council meeting in July 2007 which would be held at
Worthy Down.

12. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The next AGM would be held at The Victory Services Club,
London on Saturday 5 April 2008.
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