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EDITORIAL

It hardly seems six months since 1 was
writing the editorial for the last
edition. Meedbess to say, the last six
months have simply flown by because
o all the work involved with the Grand
Reunion, | start by thanking all of you
who purchased the book of Draw
tickets included m Levness 255005, I
was the first time this had been done
and it was a great success. Mearly
E7 M) was raised this way — over

4 double the amount for the previous
Grand Beunion. So “Well Done”™ to all of wou and particular
thanks to so many of vou who were kind encugh to send in
sdditional donations with your ticket money. This amounted to
B and was much appreciated. | am sure we will do the same
aggain for the Grand Reunbon in 2009 as it means all of you have
the opporiunily to by tickets in advance, not just those who

bebong to geographical branches.

Talways leave writing this plece until 1 have seen the journal in
toial so that [ can see if any trends are noticeahle. This tme,
the 12l of Man features a few times so | hope some of you may
make contact with colleagues from there. It seems that several
Branches were represenfed af the BA Association reanion af
thee Morbreck Cazsile Hotel in Blackpool. 1t is good to know thas
the Ack Ack tadies can still “re-une™ even although they no
Ionger have their own annual get together at York,

Several of you bave written books! [t b5 so important that we
can all share your memories and experiences. If you do not feel
up to the challenge of an entire book, perhaps you could write
an article for Lioness, It does not have to be very long = one
side of Ad would do, Send in a photograph as well wnd see your

name in the next edition!

[ fimish by hoping that you all enjoy this edition - eapecially the
Grand Beumion section, It was greal fun putting it together and
I hope that thoese who did not manage to attend might be
encouraged to put the date in their diary for the next one!

Jane Freehairn

BRIGADIER THE HONOURABLE
DAME MARY PIHL DBE

DIRECTOR WRAC 1967-1970
LIFE VICE-PRESIDENT
WRAC ASSOCIATION
3 February 1916 = 18 June 2006

Mary Mackenzie Anderson was born in Sufton, Surrey.
Her father, Sir John Anderson, introduced Anderson
Shelters when he was Home Secretary and Minister for
Home Security during the Second World War; he was
created the 18t Viscount Waverley of Westdean in the
1952 New Year's Honours, Educated at Sutton High
School and Villa Brillamont in Lausanne, Mary had
travelled widely even before going to school in
Switzerland. Her father had been Governor of Bengal
and, becauze her mother had died when Mary was only
4, she carried out many representational duties although
she was only in her late teens at the time.

Mary Anderson joined the ATS in 1941 and was
commissioned in 1942, Several postings in Scottish
Command followed leading up to her appointment as
ATS Group Commander for Highland District based in
the Headquarters in Perth. In 1949, she became APR
WERAL and had responsibilities in UK and BAOR. After a
tour as DADWERAC Lowland District based in Glasgow,
Major Anderson was posted to the War Office in January
1957 as a G502 in the TA Directorate,



Major Anderson's next posting was especially significani.
Her post with the Signal Division in HQ Allied Forces
Morthern Europe, Oslo, from June 1955 until Febroary
1958 included responsibilities as the custodian of the
encryption codes used by that NATO Headguarters.
During this iR 4 MERE Vigsion
appoiniment also encouraged her great interest in travel
and allowed hier to become an expert skicr: a skill she
retzined well into her seventies. She began a lifelong
affinity with Norway and met Frithjof Fihl whom she
would later marry after leaving the WEAC,

After Oslo, Major Anderson returned to the UK and was
appointed as OC Officer Cadet Wing at the WRAC
School of Instruction. She served there until June 1960
and her contemporaries remember her as a very fair OC
who was an accurate and shrewd judpe of character. She
showed greatl interest in the welfare of the Cadets and
ensured that they were given as much advice and
support as possible at the start of their careers,

On promotion, Lt Col Anderson went to Chester as
ADWERAC Western Commeand and thesn to Cyprus until
1963, On return from Cyprus, she was promoted again
and became DDWRAC at MOD until December 1964,
During this tour, she ensured that the WRAC took over
mote roles to alleviate manpower shortages following the
end of Mational Service. A tour as Commandant of the
WERALC Centre followed until August 1967 when she was
promaoted and appointed PWRAC. Brigadier Anderson
retired in 1970 and was advanced to DBE. Dame Mary

hecame a Life-Viee President of the WRAC Association in
July 2000,

Those who zerved with Brigadier Anderson remember a
very able and intelligent officer who took her
responeibilifes very seriously. An exacting staff officer
who expected others to share her high standards, she
was also very concerned for the welfare and conditions
of those under her command. Her junior afficers
especially remember her as someone who encouraged
them to express their views and enjoved lvely discussion
with them.

In July 1973, Dame Mary married Frithjof Fihl who had
been an active member of the Norwegian Resistance in
Mazi oocupied Morway during World War 2. For several
vears, they spent six months of each year in Morway and
the other six months in UK. Dame Mary became a fluent
Norwegian speaker; a skill she never lost although she
used to complain that it spoiled her ability to spealk
French! Sadly, Frithjof died in 1950,

Dame Mary's father had been Chairman of the Eoval
Opera House after the War and she was an enthusiastic
fan of opera and ballet, In retirement, she travelled
widely to pursue this interest and was a frequent visitor
to Covent Garden. Indeed, on her 90th Birthday, on the
drd of February this vear, she was there enjoving a
performance of Giselle. She died at Odiham Cottage
Hospital on 18 June following a bad fall at her home in
Harfley Witney.

¥ & F F #

Message from the Vice President

I would like to start
this message with
sincere thanks to
everyone involved with
the Grand Beunion = in
particular, to Maggie
Purkis and her Grand
Reunion Organising
Team (The GROTS
and to Jane Freebairn
and Eath Barker from
Association HQ who all
did a superb job in
producing and stage
managing such a
fantastic weekend. A
huge ‘thank you' to
‘the TEAM' from all of us! 1 know from all the lefters and
phone calls that we have had al Worthy Down that vou
all had a great ime too. | hope vou will enjoy reading all
about Coventry in thiz edifion and 1 trust the plotos will
bring back happy remimiscences of a very memaorahke
weekend. For those of you who were unable to join us for
the Beunion = we missed you!

You will already have seen that we have sadly lost
another of our former Directors, Brigadier the
Honourable Dame Mary Pihl = most of you will
remember her as Brigadier Mary Anderson; her father
Sir John Anderson, later the First Viscount Waverley, was
Minister for Home Security at the outbreak of war and
was responsible for the nationwide distribution of the
corrugated-iron Anderson shelters. Dame Mary was
DWEAL from 1967=1970. You will see from her obituary
that she married Frithjof Pihl, a Norwegian who had
served in his country's resistance movement during the
Second World War, after she had left the WRAC in 1973,
Dame Mary was a life Vice President of the Association
and attended Council meetings until relatively recently,
Turning now b all Branches and Areas that [ have
vigited in the last 2ix months = thank vou all for vour
warm welcomes and generous hospitality. This to me is
the best part of being in this appointment, actually
coming to see you ‘at home’, | applaud all the Branch and
Area officers and committees for their vitality,
enthusiasm and commitment to the Association — it isa
real privilege to be vour Vice President.

Sue Westlake



ATS Reminiscences

REMINISCENCES

PD¥EConaige bssd*i;lﬂree Versmn
26 Cranwells Park, Bath BA]

In 1942 | was working in a bank, a reserved occupation,
but as many of my friends were joining the Forces [
decided to join the ATS. My imitial fraining was at
Cuildford, then a short ime at Chelmsford before being
posted o Edinburgh as a clerk with the Pay Corps.
Although the work was tedious my frends and T enjoyed
lowvely walks on the Pentland Hills in our spare time. The
local people were very kind, especially the “Sally Ann”
helpers. We were able to travel on the buses as far as we
liked in Edinburgh for one penny! The Medical Officer,
Army Dentist etc were located in Edinburgh Castle, YWe
were billeted in a huge Georgian house before a friend
and [ went info digs with a very Kind landisdy,

I volunteered o train as a FT Instructor and was posted
to Gleneagles where we were billeted, 1 think, in the
famous hotel, The country around about iz very beautiful
and | remember being thrilled to see a red squirrel in the
pine forest. | was not there long before my overseas
posting came through. | was sent to Bristol to the YWar
Office Holding Unit which was in the Old Mullers
Orphanage. We had kit inspections, injections, medicals
ete. One day we were confined to barracks and got up at
230 am and in a single file walked out to a dimly 1E lorry
which in a comvay wenlt to Temple Meads Station to caich
4 train to Tilbury. There we embarked on the “Lady of
Mann" and sailed up the mouth of the Thames, We went
to bed at 830 pm dressed only in slacks etc and a [t life
belt. Up again at 5 am, lined up and disembarked at
Oatend (at the time we did not know where we had
landed). We went to the ATS transit camp for a wash and
breakfast, then boarded two rather dilapidated buses
which rattled along the cobble stoned roads heading for
we knew not where, We passed a plough being pulled by
a cow and a horse and a dog pulling a amall cart, a few
windmills and miles and miles of flat country. At last we
drew up behind an army lorry and a soldier with blue
and vellow flashes. We had arrived at the little town of
Buyen, not far from Lessines, where the officers and men
of 2 BCH made us very welcome.

Chur billet was at the top of about the only hill in Belgium
near a site where there had been a V2 launch pad. Choite
near was 4 little café where we could buy delicious cream
cakes! We were piven clgareites or chocolale and as the
men usually smoked, [ used to swop my cizareties for
theeir chocolate,

VE Day was unforgettable az we celebrated with plenty of
champagne = [ don't know where it came from!

I was posted to Brussels where I met my future hushand
and I well remember watching great celebrations when
Churchill was driven down the main street and the
crowida clapping and cheering him. [ can't remember
when | was made Corporal and then Sergeant but it was
about this time. For a short time | was stationed in
ﬂnlt;wem and while in Belgium had several 72 hour leaves
in Paris.

Cash affice Section (I am the girl on the far right)

I suppose to help prepare us for golng back to civey
slreel, we were piven the opportunity of going (o
Goftingen University where we had lectures, discussions
and debates on various subjects. [ learnt about secretarial
work and studied Modern Art. The University was quite
near the Hartz Mountains and when we were not
working, we explored the country round about,

I was demobbed on 3 June 1946 and still keep in touch
with two ATS friends, Jessie Turner née Craig and Maollie
Adams née Blythe. The latter was one of my bridesmaids
at my wedding in October 1947. 1 often look at my old
autograph book and wonder whether many old friends
are still alive. [ enjoyved my tme in the ATS especially the
wonderful comradeship and support from rends.

PENELOPE EMBROIDERY KITS AND OTHER
MEMORIES
W/203538 Mrs Joan Whittingham née Ball
58 Keswick Road, Cringleford, Norwich NE4 6UQ

I was very interested to read Pauline Meakin's letter in
the Liowess about Penelope Embroidery Kits. [t
transported me back to 1944,/5 when | was stationed at
Crawley, Suszex. It really brought happy memories and
dreams as | embroidered a lot especially when my
fiancée had just been posted to Kowloon, Hong Kong. He
apent two vears there 5o a lot of my time was spent
working on my embroidery. They are very pretty and are
in marvellous condition still, Now, at my age, | have

Joan's ATS friends



wrapped them up in tissue paper in the hope that maybe
my grandchildren will use them, Though [ do wonder
sometimes if they will. Today's voungsters are more
interested in tea out of mugs and no tablecloths at afl, 1
guess they won't want all my lovely tea sets and Penelope

cloths. Sad isPHF Compressor Free Version

I trained at Pontefract in 1943 before being posted to
Chibwell Ordnance Camp as a clerical officer. Later on
sent to Crawley, Sussex where | was one of a group
checking the hundreds of tanks that were congregating
along the new hypass there. After a while | was promoted
to Lance Corporal where | prepared a weekldy audit stock
record of all the tanks for the officer-incharge. Little did
we know at the tme that [ Day {6th June) was imminent
That morning we went to work as usual only to find there
wasn't a tank to be seen anywhere. It was quibte eene ven
though it had been expected sometime soon.

Joan Whittingham nie Ball in 1944

We were hilleted in Nissen huts on the golf course at
Crawley though some girls were stationed in Handforth
House, a lovely mension at the end of the bypass, Later |
was posted to Gateshead Trading Estate for a time, then to
Slough, where [ was in the VE parade on the 6th June 1946,
If anyone was stationed at any of those places | would be
pleased to hear from them and Sgt Chadwick from
Chadwell Heath, Essesx. Sadly, my husband died suddenky,
aged 37, of & brain umour after 15 vears together,

G0 YEARS AGD IN BRUSSELS, BELGIUM
W /83089 Dorothy Maddox, Cpl
112 Ellicks Close, Bradley Stoke, Bristol BS32 0EU

When I have read the Lioness, [ always send them to my
very long time friend and colleague of my ATS days, who

4

hasz lived for many years in Vancouver, Canada, Svlvia
Underwood néde Fean, Sylvia is the only one [ am still in
touch with and it is through her | am enclosing these

photographs,

Would it be possible to show them in a forthcoming
Linness magazine? It would he really lovely for us both,
and bring back o0 many treasured memories of our

aervice days.

KR Doy 1945

Celebrating VE. Day in the centre of Brussels, The
Adolphe Max car park, sitting on a Guards Brigade Jeep,
Crilda Levey, me Dorothy Maddox, Svlvia Fenn (now
Underwood) and Diella Delaney.

Briszels, Christimas Day 1945



Sitting on Kesidence Palace underground garage roof top
(where billeted) after Chastmas Dinner 1945 — note the
paper hats. It was a lovely sunny day. Gilda Levey, Sylvia
Fenn (now Underwood), Dorothy Maddox, other names
nok Kiown,

PDF Compressor Free Version
Fditor: A recent Dorothy Maddox carn beew seen in the
prvtegraph of Ballk Branck in Hre Grand Bewwion section,

Mrs Barbara Mottershead née Rugg
19 Charts Close, Cranleigh, Surrey GUG BBH

As Barbara (Ginger) Rugg [ served with the ATS from
1935 to 1945, My first three vears were apent on
Salisbury Plain with the Royal Artillery - in 1943 1
retrained as an Air Survey Cartographer with the Hoval
Engineers. After basic training in North Wales | had
various postings and early in 1945 was sent to RAF
{photo Neg Library) in Keerbergen in Belgium.

Here is a group photo of ATS, WAAF, RAF and Soldiers
al a Victory and Farewell party held at Keerbergen at the
end of May 1545,

Farewell pariy in Helgium, 1945

The party was held in a calé on the edge of the camp
which had been used as a rest room and canteen for the
ATS Section.

Homeward Bownd from Belginm, 1945

This photograph was taken a week or two later a5 our
ATS Section were leaving Belgium from Nivelle
Acrodrome on the Dakota which was to bring us back to
England (1 am centre front).

42 Bn RAPC
W 202992 Mrs Winifred Williams, née Boehmert
183 Park Streef Lane, Park Street, 5t Albans,
Hertz ALZ 2BA

I red the article in the Lioness, by Maoreen Walsh, and
thought there should be a record of, [ believe, the
unusual unit in London — ATS att 42 Bn RAPC, which |
joined fn 1941/2.

I obtained release from my reserved occupalion as a
statistical clerk on war work at the Betory of Clande
Ceneral Meon Lights, Wembley to join the ATS,

I cannot recall having a medical when [ enlisted and
certainly did not have any training such as deill. But 1
was tald that if T would take a tesf in London, T woukd be
posted to a unit in London, This I did and joined 42 Bn
RAPC which was based in various buildings in
Marvlebone Road, Baker Street and Dorset Square. The
whaole unit lived at home, all over London and just
outzide.

We had no mess, and worked from 830 am to 5,30 pm
Monday to Friday. We had an additional allowance for
meals as we had to go out for lunch and, when on fire
watch, for evening meal and breakfast,

My work was maintaining soldiers” accounts and later |
transferred to another section where my work came
under Inland Revenue - Income Tax assessing, | took



myself to evening classes at a local school and gained a
good book keeping qualification with Honours, For the
first 3 or 4 months we were In civwies and whilst awaiting
uniforms were taken to Wormwood Scrubs Prison o
experience tear and mustard gas = it was a foggy day!
When 2 or 3 oPRMEUompress dbrokFvethMeaisian
Baker Street Station the other passengers wondered why
their eyes began o irofate = they did not realise we were
i1 the ATS! Our gas drill with masks was running around
Baker Street and FT was in Begents Park = we used 1o
get guite good audiences! Later we had to do fire watch
duity, with bunk beds in the basement, [ think about once
a modth,

O one occagion it was my 212t birthday and one week
later that of one of our “gang of 5ix". Her name was alzo
Winifred = so we went for our meal at Lyons Corner
Houze, Marble Arch. There was zfill a small orchestra
and the plavers held up keyvs and played 21 today’ = the

other diners joined .

Verg Daides, Peggy Balchelor, Madpe Marshall, Efleen
Bicknell and Winifred Blundell

In fact, when not working on accounts it was rather like
boarding school with the Officer on fire watch duty
having to accept apple pie beds — complete with potato
crisps! The soldier who was in the office of the Captain in
charge of the accounts etc would often return to his
office with a label attached to his uniform - ail taken in a
friendly way.

Omne day my friend and [ went to lunch, and when coming
out of the "Church Army” saw a few people standing
argiind in Portman Square, We wanted to see why and 2
few minutes later The Queen Mother (then the Queen)
stepped oul of a car o visil a Bed Cross office, We were
late reporting back fo the offee and nol believed when
we said we had seen the Queen until the “News™ later,

Before the Unit went to Hampshire in 1944, we had the
opportunity to attend Communion Classes in the
Marylebone Station Hotel which was apposite our
offices, It was & transit camp for troops going overseas. |
took the opportunity offered and was fortunate to be
confirmed in the Chapel Royal in the White Tower of the
Tower of London. We had tea afterwards with the Bishop
and saw the ravensz on the lawn,

When the Unit moved to Hampshire it cccupied the
house and grounds of the Earl of Portsmouth (except for
one room, which the Earl would visit from time to fime).
We bved im the House and also in the anonese which the
Bank had attached o the House, There we had several
bathrooms and toilels and were bwo Lo a room.

Here we were allowed to have the men in during the
evenings to play table tennis eic - the landings were
large enough to hold a dance and had tea large
fireplaces. The rooms also had large fireplaces and
Italian Prisoners of War lit fires in all the rooms with
large logs by Spm. The men left at about #30 pm and a
van would come from the mess with hot drinks and
sandwiches etc and we were allowed to come down in
our dressing-gowns and have these by the fire, We had
no drills but had a tenniz court by the mess where my
friend and I used to arrange (o meet two of our male
colleagues al about 6.30 am for a game before brealdast

Al weekends we had a bus to collect us from the house
and took the train from Basingstoke - [ think the whole
train — to London and the same to return on Sunday
evening. | think the camp was left farly empty!

One thing [ did not explain, was about kit inspection,
when in London — we had a “Family Officer” go round to
each of our homes - [ think she enjoyed tea and biscuits
with our mothers!

| was sorry when my discharge date came, | was waiting
to go for Officer Training and Selection, but at that time
it was undecided if a women's army would continue, o |
feft I had to take my discharge, when 1 would have
preferred to have staved in the service.

MORE Y" GIRLS
W/ 265180 Miss ] MacDonald
The School House, Barcaldine, By Oban,
Argyll PA3T 15G

Squad 66, Palace Camp, Isle of Man fuly - Oct 1943

| enclose a photo of Squad 66, The Sergeant, middle front
row, came from Luxemburg. Her grasp of English was
limited and when excited she was known to give the
command "Advance Forward - Retire”,

[ enclose a poem written at the time which shows



that......... Well let other readers tell us what. This is
sung o the tune of “Thanks for the Mermory”.

Thanks for the memory of E and M and Morse
We've guite &nj the course,

FF, GP BF RD Intlemipaesspiikaree Version

How lovely it was!

Thanks for the memory of doors that wouldn't shut
Showers in a hut

Creaky beds, lousy heads

And knives that wouldn't cut.

How lovely it was!

Many's the time we have listened

Many's the time we have run

Many"s the Gme we have halted

By a man with a pun who says “pass friend one”.

Thanks for the memory of “Outside 66
Baut we're only in our knicks.

01d Jean and me sit and sigh

And on the old clock ticks.

How lovely it was!

Thanks for the memories of T on the shore
SHff legs for evermore,

Podato peeling] Are we squealing

No, we ask for more.

How lovely it was!

Thanks for the memaories of Derby Castle Dances
And Douglas Prom Romances,

And *Roger, Roger™ doesn't mean

What everybody fancies,

Oih thank you so much.

Many's the time we have feasted

And many’z the time we have fasted

If only our money had lasted

From the frst lemonade to the nexl pay Parade.

Oh thanks for the memones

O curlers in the dark

Many a blackout lark

When creeping in at 10015
“Lights Out” the Sergeant barks.

It's alway= “B" well raining
So we're going to buy an ark.
Oh thank you 20 mucl,

Contmued success Lo all responsibbe for producing the
Lioness and to all ex Y Sipnals everywhere.

W231450 Amabel vy Greenway
226 N Lincoln Avenue, Newtown, PA 189502216 USA

1 became a Life Member in 2001, until now [ haven't seen
anything, except a letter from New Zealand telling vou
about the reunton of the 50 vears celebration of the F9ER
who joined up with the Roval New Zealand Air Force. |
was one of the 99ER My service started 12th Decembaer
1842 at Lancaster. There were two Training Centres in
Lancaster, Mrs Ruth Taylor wrote about Ripley Barracks.

I was in the other barracks,

Mrz Eileen Smith W /231473, her number is close to
mine, | wonder if she was in Lancaster the same time as
me. From Lancaster | went to Oswestry and was at Tth
and 210th MHAA and trained as a Predictor Operator.
From there | went 1o 865 and 584 HAA While with 534 |
was stationed in the showplace — Windsor Great Park. |
was one of the lucky ones and didn' see anv action,

In January 1941, 584 disbanded, T went to the Green
Dragon, in Hereford, and was told to report 1o RAGC
Drepot 42 OS5I al Morton-on-Lugg. [ understand the
depol was sel on fire, There were abaoul twelve of us (o
begin with. As there was no accommodation for wormen,
we were hilleted at the Green Dragon until they sent us
to the Race Course and finally to Morton-on-Lugg. From
there we were attached to Bicester for a month and from
there to Chilwell,

I was demobbed October 1949 and went back to 42 (50
as a civil servant, In Hereford | was the first woman to
gign up for the Territorial Army in 1950. | joined the
EN&M" in 1951 and later moved from New Zealand to the

£l

Enjoving Christmas

I couldn’t get work other than a file clerk, so went to
night school to study to be a Comptometer Operator. My
second job, T just went for the experience and got the job,
wazs with Eastman Kodak Co. After about 8 vears with
Eastman Kodak Co my previous experience came in
handy, [ was promoted to work on a Journal. | worked for
Kodak 26 vears and took early retirement in 1983. 1 am
4 now,

A WELSH GIRL SINGS ON THE ISLE OF MAN
Mrs E N Bardsley nee Harries W /270006
43 Stradey Hill, Pwl, Llanelli, Carms SALS 4AB

How could anvone forget the bewildering and hife
changing experience of being conscripted into the army
during war fime? My turn came in February 1494035, My
regular daily routine of commuting to my clerical job n



the TM's Office, Swansea was now poing 1o be rudely
interrupted.

First came the usual tests and medicals ele. Belore long |
was waving goodbye to family and mends on the station
platform - desRld6:Cpmep FlissexhFneacersion
Wrexham Training Camp. This was the new world,
Barrack rooms, two-tier bunks, sergeant majors and drill
parades!] The never to be forgotten fitting of uniformes for
the first time = abaolutely hilarious = including those lovely
blue and white striped pyjamas and khaki bloomers,

Mow came the serious parl — assessing our suitability by
tests for the various jobs and destinations. | was chosen to
serve with Royal Signals as a 'Special Wireless Operator’,
A large number of us were transported to Liverpool one
evening and told we would be going by ship the following
day - we had no idea where!! The following day we were
delighted to learn we were going to Douglas, Isle of Man.
We were sorted into squads and shown to our billets. All
the hotels along the sea front had been taken over for this
purpose, | waz assipned to Corporal McKinlay's squacd = a
viery knowledgeable fellow and excellent teacher of the
Morse Code and German € code. We had various
lectures on other subpects including Electricity and
Magnetism.

However, after reaching the standard required we soon
found out the purpose of all the training, We were to
become “Intercept” aperators - on no account were we to
mention thiz to a single soul = we had 1o eliminate the
word rom our vocabulary] Our work consisted of sitting
in front of large sets and each of us was given a
frequency to listen for, Once we locked on (ol we had Lo
haobd on to i at all costs and take down all the German
messages and codes we could. This was then sent “Top
Secrel” W decoding stations,

This work could become stressful at times so it helped a
great deal to be stationed in a place like Douglas. Even
marching down to PE at the other end of the bay was
enjoyable. The people of Douglas were very kind to us.
We had many invites to private homes. One stands out in
my memaory, Dorothy and Arthur Guirk, very prominent
Iocal business people invited our squad to their lovely
home for a muzical evening and sing song and of course
a splendid buffet! [ was the only Welsh gitl in the squad
50 they asked me (o sing something in Welsh - there
wasn't a dry eye in the house!!

Well months passed and time came to be posted to the
mainland. Sadly at this time 1 had bad news from home,
my mother was seriously ill and had to have major
surgery. | was therefore held back on the island while
decisions had to be made, It was heartbreaking sayving
goodbye 1o my squad at the guayside.

[ was pranted compassionate leave and eventually a
posting nearer home in South Wales, | opened my orders
and found instructions to report to Craigmillar,
Edinburgh! | was bewildered. However, this was part of
the plan to get to Signals Office at Movement Control
Swanzea. Again, | thoroughly enjoved the course at
Edinburgh and made some good ATS friends - one
especially - she was Celia Wolfson from Glasgow, She
and | met on the train to Edinburgh. We had to find our
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way to the bus stop for Craigmillar. Unfortunately we
wiere misdirected and found oursebaes trudging the
length of Princes Street, dragging our kit bags behind us,
We heard some shouting behind us and two sailors
runming towards us with iems of clothing = Celia’s
kithag had a hole in the bottom!

[ finally got to Swansea and because the work invelved
doing night shiftz, 1 was lor a while allowed o Hve at
home, [ felt grateful to the army for the efforts made on
my behalf,

PS I thoroughly enjoy reading the Liomess. I'm lucky 1o
have it regularly passed on to me by a friend. The great
hope is of course that | may one day spot a familiar name
or face! Serving with someone in the Forces makes a
reunion very special.

Here's hoping!

MY MEMORIES OF SERVICE IN THE ATS/WRAC
Mr= Maisic Waggatt ex Newbery née Bobinson
15 Parkside, Greemwways Eslate, Spenmymoor,
Co Durham DL16 654

I was aged 23 when [ voluntecred to join the ATS al the
Recruifing Office in Trinily Square Nottingham on 12
September 1940, A week later [ was embodied at
Meville's Cross Beception Depot Co Dhirhuam on 20
September 1940, After 3 weeks training, and katted out in
uniform, [ was posted Lo COD {Central Ordnance Dhepaot)
Chilwell Nott2 as a Store woman, on 11 October 1944,

My work was in the huge building No 157 MT Stores
{Mechanical Transport) for the RAQC (Royal Army
Ordnance Stores). The stores arrived by rail and road
from supplier's country wide and we were responsible for
pa;l-:inp: the stores destined for the War Zones world
wide.

Druring 15%42/43 1 was fortunate to have several
promotions given me, first of all Lance Corporal, followed
by Corporal, Sergeant and Staffl Serpeant. Then finalky
Warrant Officer Class I1 in 1945

Taken while af lectures February 1948 at OCTU Windsor,
Berks, Cade! Newbery first one on front row



Trade Testing gave us a foresight into the stores we
would be handling in the course of our work, particularky
the areas due to receive them in all parts of the world,
such as the North African Campaign, the North Atlantic
(Murmask) and [apanese Far East, where stores were
specially reatlIDF dotinptiessettifinedoVersioh.
Tank Sealing (Arcticisation) for Russia, and Wax Dipping
for South East Asia Command, for the humidity. We had
a Russian representative stationed in the Depot Lo
overses the Arcticisation of tanks and vehicle spares
going b0 Fussia,

Might shift was introduced as the War intensified, and 20
bunk beds were introduced o accommodate more ATS
girls, with up to 5,000 in the camip af Chilwell, fom all
over the Country and British Empire. A new
accommodation block was built half way up the hill called
Sandhurst’ building, later renamed William's Barracks,
after Major General Leslie Williams, Controfler of
Ordnance Services. [t housed several hundred girls with
its owm conkhouse, NAAF] (Navy, Army, Air Force
Institute} baths, showers and lecture rooms, and it was
centrally heated. The building was likened to @ modern
liner of the day in the Queen Mary class when lit up. |
well remember this building being cause for concern for
the Duty Officer and NCO at the time of ‘blackout’ days
on account of the large windows,

Oice a week we had early morning drill or a route march
and we were allowed to start work half an hour later than
usual on those days. We carried hurncane lamps at front
and rear as we paraded up and down the hill on night
zhift and as we marched Lo and from work.

Dizcipline in Camp was extremely strict with rotas made
for all the work round the huts, both inside and outside,
for cleanliness, Pointa would be awarded in competition
against each company and published at the Cov Office.
We were confined to barracks one night each week (CB
night). This was the time we had kit inspections, current
affairs talks, changing worn clothes at the Quartermaster
Stores and other various duties in keeping the camp tidy,

Taken at Imperial Service College, Windsor
Jikh Cowrse ATS, OCTU January 1948
Maisie Newbery iz shown 2nd row from {op, 5th from leff

Military Law was authorised for the ATS by the Army
Council in 1941, and during that vear (HEH) Her Royal
Highness Princesa Marv visited Chilwell as Commandant
in Chief. The Guard of Honour was inspected and | was

proud to be chosen and photographed. Our second Roval
visit to the Depot was by King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth (the late Queen Maother) in 1943, They toured
various departments, including Central Packing, my
Department. Our Camp was officially named Queen
Elizabeth Camp that day by the Queen.

Comfort Fund parcels arrived at various times from
schools, and local authorities, they would contain hand
knitted articles and toiletries. I remember my parcel
contained a Khaki woollen scarf and grev mittens which 1
still have in my collection of memorabilia. The name and
address of the achool girl was enclosed and 1 wrote to
thank her.

We also receved a consignment of patchwork quilts from
the Canadian Bed Cross which when opened were for
double beds. This meant we had to cul them and divide
between 2 girds. | have since gifted mine to the AGC
Museum in Winchester which has a section about
witneen o the Army,

Entertainment in Chilwell Garrison was extremely good
with Dances and Concerts, Chriztmas paniomimes as
well as the famous Blue Rockets Dance Band. Church
parades were held regularly in Chilwell Garrizon. ‘D" Day
landings in Normandy & June 1944 will live in my
memory as | remember parading ‘Up the Hill' after our
night shift working in the Depot, We could hear the
drone of seroplanes returning to their air bases and then
hearing the news over the wireless as we had hreakfast.
VE Day was to follow as we continued with our pressure
of work on reaching V] Day finally. After hostilities
ceased we still had much work to do in dealing with
returned vehicles and spares.

On 15 August 1945, 1 attended a presentation at the
Officers’ Mess, Headquarters, Highfield House, and was
awarded a Certificate of Good Service on behalf of the
Cuarter Master General of the Forces, This certificate is
proudly kept in my album of ATS memorabilia. [ had
been approached several times by Heads of Department
- Military and Civilian, to have my name put forward to
Officer Training but declined.

Commandan? Joan Bowver Smythe, The Commandant
Windsor Imperial Services Colleges Feb 1948

Eventually the subject of de-mobilisation became
uppermost in our minds as we awaibed our Group
number, During this tme [ applied (o attend a Respite
Eehabilitation Course al Welbeck Abbey, near
Mottingham, which was partly annexed for Military use.



(The Abbey being the home of the Duke of Portiand). 1
was there for 2 months in 1946, and this gave me time to
decide that I wanted to stay in the ATS and extend my
service by applying for a Commission.

After attendink D¥FcGomp fesJoFrTEr bedversion
OCTL, Windsor in December 1947 and was appointed as
a Second Subaltern in March 1948, [ resigned on
miarriage in March 1951,

Editor: Maisie also enclosed her awn copy of the following
sieech given by our frst Controllar Commandant. [f bears
an origimal simature and T am sure that vou will all
appreciate, even now, the excellent advice and sentiments
expressed in the Princess Roval's address,

ADDEESS BY HRH THE FPRINCESS ROYAL
T CADETS AT THE PASSING-OLT
PARADE
AT THE
ATS m&;mﬂ
16TH MARCH 1948
—oollog——

I will start my address (o you this sRernoon by
congratulating vou on having been selected as Officers
in the ATS and on mmplﬂﬁnnu[;:m'
training. As your Controller-Commmandant | have noted
with pleasure your bearing to-day, and commend you
for your good turnout and smartness at this Passing
ammammwmmmmm
commission. Always remember that it is an honour W
hold this Commission, and that it is the responsibility
of every officer to remain worthy of this honour.

A period of specialised training is behind you, to fit
you a8 Officers in the ATS, but this training can only
give you a framework of knowledge on which to start
your careers. [t is for you W supplement and enrich
thig background from your own experience. [t is the
shared privilege of everyone, whether in the home, in
civil or militnry employment, or in high office, to give
service to the commitnify,

For those who serve with the armed forees in peace or
i waer the opportunily and responsibility for accepting
thig privilege greatly increases with commissioned
rank. It should call forth the best we have to give, and
ﬂbﬂﬂgﬂm its own reward in Il'l:u]iufuctiunnhjnh

It is well to look back as well as forward when yoo are
on the brink of a new step in your life, and to consider
not only what vou have learnt through your own

i gt et skt i
W gone re is | mean

thought to the traditions of the Britigh Army
throughout our history, remembering the cournge,
lovalty, and devotion to his men, for which the British
Officer i renowned.

This Service to which you and T belang — the ATS -
has already gained a worthy place in these trsditions,
and you who may be looking forward to obixining a
regular commission in the WRAC when

it i formed, may be among those called upon to
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prove women's ahility to maintain the traditions of
the Regular Army Service.

A new titke has lately been granted to our Service; that
af Women's Roval Army Corps. A great deal of thought
has been given to the name to be held by our new
regular Service, and this seems to me (o be a sensible
title, which describes the status of the Women's
Service in the Begulnr Army, It is, T would remind you,
a very special honour to be granted the prefix “royal®;
I think | may say that it is due to the good name won
by the ATS during the war years that The has
keen graciously pleased to grant the Service
privilege. It behoves you to see that this good tradition
is carried into the future.

It is sad when | speak of peace to contemplate at the
same time the unsetthed and unhappy state of many
nations, As (Mheers, some ol you may perhaps serve
overseis, wherse you will have the opportunity of
seeing the world and of widening your horizons. There
munitanfﬂ:erﬁnlk‘iﬁnwmgntmmhﬂennmr
Austrin, Egypt, &, Singapore, Houng Kong and
the Caribbean Area. | would say 1o you that the
preatige of the British Army abroad has depended
always on the honesty, integrity. devotion to duty, and
example of each individual in his own sphere, and
rests equally on women as on men.

On this point T wish 1o ssy still more, Not ouly is the
prestige of the British Army and of the British people
always before the #ves of the world, but so also are the
fundamentals of the British way of life, and that of the
British Commonwenlth, equally open to criticism. It is
probable that more can be done o avert war by
proving to others the genuine value of our way of life,
linked to a true and live Christianity, than by any other
means.

The: glory of life is 1o give,

Mot so much, to be given;

To serve

Mot so much, to be served;

Thheaatmnzhlﬂd to another in the Ume of need.

To be a cup of sirength to a soul in the crisis of
This is to knaw the glory of life, and the joy of living,
Mow with hotourable service in the ranks behind you,

your heads full of untried and your eyes
el on the future, ] wish you every and the
hest of hick in your new units.
Signed  Mary
Controller Commundant
ATS VOLUNTEERS

Mabel Bolton née Dee W/31029
17 Broadway Court, Gosforth, Mewcastle upon Tyne
MNED 2NZ

I have noticed that recently among the ATS
Reminiscences there have been contributions from
members who joited as Yolunteers in the earlier years
and I'm pleased to note that there are still some aroound!



Having been interviewed in late 1939 | was told to report
to Meville's Cross College on Oth Feb 1940 where |
became Volunteer Dee. In that short time the W
numbers had shot up from three and four figures to mine
of five figures!

PDF Compressor Free Version
My first posting was to Newcastle = I was not then a
resident there at that Gime! | joined the 40th
Morthumberland Company ATS. The Company there was
made up of about 25 members who were all local people
who reported daily for duty to Fenham Barracks doing
various jobs and they went home each evening?

A small group of 8 or 10 of us reported to the barracks
where we were met by 2 ladies in smart uniforms: the
aenior was Mrs Ramsden and Mrs Hardy. [ think they
were ranks equivalent to Captain and Lieutenant, We had
alzn Mizs Hobinson whio was called Senior Leader,
Fenham Barracks was totally occupied by The Royal
Morthumberland Fusiliers. There were no resident ATS
ard we had no homes o go to! We were taken in twa's
and three’s to civvy billets and, like the locals, reported
to the barracks daily, We integrated with all these nice
people and did various jobs — just anything and
everyvthing = cleaning, cookhouse etc, Most of the better
jobs were already taken!

During the next eighteen months or so we experienced
the sorry sight of the internment into the barracks of
{+erman and Italian local residents and business people
and sorme who were already known to have sons and
relatives in our Army! Later we helped to feed some of
the eacapees from the Dunkirk beaches who were so
tired and weary having also had the extra truck journey
up o Mewcastle to find food and shelter,

All this was a good grounding and certainly “knocked the
corners off us” as it were! [ later gol one stripe and
became a Chief Volunteer! [ left the 40th Coy as a
Corporal — can't remember whether there was any other
name for that rank! [ then went off on a long journey to
the 236 Wireless Wing, Eoval Artillery at Oswestry,
Stayed there and re-earned my stripes as a GL operator
aml also was made Sgt there and taken on the staff.
However some short while after | was introduced to a
Captain and a Junior Commander and given the
opportunity of becoming a GL Sgt of a new battery being
formed. The rest is history as | was with 525155 (M)
Bty EA from itz inception in the London area to Antwerp
in 1845, My service lasted 6 years as my last day was 9
February 1946 and on that day | became a Civil Servant.

1 send my best wishes to all the Elders. 1 had a very good
friend with a 4 figure number who recently ended her
davs in Vancouver - Mary Selley and she served in the
Middle Eazt. She joined up in 1938 in one of the London
companies and looked after Palestinian ATS. Happy Days!

MORE MEMORIES OF THE ISLE OF MAN
Helen E Forrester (nee Betty Ross W/21291)
The Riges, Courthill Eoad, Bosemarkie,
Fortrose IV10 8UE

| enlisted in September 1939 in Kirkcaldy, Fife and
shortly afterwards reported to Sharp's School in Perth,
an Armvy Pay Office. We were responsible for updating
the large binders containing all the pay records for each

soldier in the Scottish Regiments. Our drill practices took
place in the plaveround right next 1o a busy main road
and cauged much amusement to the passers-by. To make
matters worse, full uniforms were not vet available and
we fiad to make do with odd assortments.

The Pay Offices amalgamated and the Perth Group
moved o the MeLellan Art Galleries in Glasgow, Whilst
there, my friend, Margaret Seflars, and [ went to evening
classes to learn Morse Code. One day in 1940, a notice
appeared saying that girls were needed for the gun sites,
We applied, did numerous testz at Glencorse Barracks in
Edinburgh and passed for Radar. However, on our forms
they had added “5 Words per minute Morse” under *Any
Other Ability™ and we were seal to Special Operators
Training Unit in Trowhridge, Wiltshire, [ was the very
first to arrive followed by Margaret and then Frankie
Faweetl. Frankie and [ staved on as the first two female
instructors. [ enjoved the job and moved with the
Battalion to Douglas, Isle of Man. [ was the marker
{carrying the lamp) in the first confingent and as we
marched out of our old Barracks al night to the station -
supposed to be in secret — people were lining the strests
and hanging out of their windows!

I disliked Douglaz, much preferring our accommaodation
at Trowbridge even although it could be very cold, In
Douglas we worked and slept in a terrace of hotels which
seemed very alien to me. However, fate intervened and [
fractured my femur and spent & months in Morton Hall
Hospital in Chester. [ returned to the unit in 1944 but 1
did not feel part of it any more = they had even begun (o
teach Japanese Morse!

Having completed 4 yvears and 5 months and believing
that the War would soon be over — by Chrigtmas 1944 =1
left the ATS and got a job with the railways as a telegraph
operator in a “message” distribution office. AL first [
coild not read the Morse since it was ool dots and
dashes but a series of metallic clicks of different tones.

Oaly recently did [ hear of Bletchley Park and found out
hiow the coded meszages the S0TB operators received
were processed. [ would like to know more about what
the male operators actually did out in the Geld,

WRAC SWEATSHIRTS
FOR SALE

Bottle Green Sweatshirts, Polo shirts and
T-shirts embroidered with the WRAC badge

Sizes 36 - 46
Other colours available

Also
Knitted WRAC Dolls

Price list and further information fram:
Miss B P Butcher,
15 Westwood Drive, Swanpool, Lincoln
Tel: 01522 878413
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Reminiscences of the WRAC

I WAS ALSO IN CYPRUS IN JULY 1974
W/B0%9% rsion
c/o0 26 Sallow Close S Mary s Islan Chatham,
Kent ME4 3HG

In the last issue of Lioness, Herme Emary asked “Where
were you when the Turks invaded Cyprus in July 1974?”

I had left the WRAC some 7 years earlier to marry and
have a family. My husband, Jeff Lloyd RCT, was still
serving and was the GOC’s Driver in Cyprus. We had a
Quarter in Episkopi and once we heard of the attempt on
Archbishop Makarios’ life, we became glued to BFBS
radio for news of further developments. Any suggestion
by the Greek Government to bring their Army onto the
island was fiercely countermanded by the Turkish
Government threatening to send in their troops.
However, when some of the more militant Greek
Cypriots began to attack the Turkish Cypriot enclaves
(stirred up by mainland Greece), that became too much
for Turkey and their troops arrived on the island in force.

The first I knew of their arrival was hearing the sound of
the Turkish jets bombing (probably Nicosia airport?). On
going out into.the garden I could see the plumes of
smoke rising over the mountains after each burst and the
jets screaming away into the sky.

By now the men were on operational duties and families
living in the Hirings out in Limassol and Larnaca etc
were hurriedly evacuated into the Sovereign Base Areas
(SBAs) and allocated to those of us living in the
Quarters. At its height we had 27 wives and children
living in our 3-bedroomed quarter. My own 2 children
moved into our main bedroom with me and the other
mums and children slept wherever we could make up
beds around the house. Such crowded conditions
brought its own problems, not least the desire to escape
from such a large household. On one such occasion,
when my husband managed to snatch an hour off, we
decided to drive to a favourite spot of ours — a restaurant
perched high on the cliffs overlooking Curium Beach.
Although still located in the SBA, it was near the
perimeter and no sooner had we stepped out of our car to
walk towards the restaurant door when we heard rifle
fire, very close by. We didn’t wait around to discover
whether it was friendly or not, but hurried the children
back into the car and sped off deciding that a return visit
to the restaurant might take a little while!

This way of living couldn’t go on indefinitely and after
about a week the evacuated families began to be flown
back to the UK. It was a hard time for them; suddenly
having to say goodbye to their husbands, not knowing
what the immediate future held. They had just the few
bits and pieces they were carrying when they were told
to leave their Hirings. Although these events took place
during the summer of '74, some of the flight times meant
these young mums with their families would be arriving
in UK during the night, so it was necessary to send them
off with some of our sweaters and cardigans to keep
them warm.
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Just as an aside to all this, before the attempted coup I
employed a Turkish Cypriot lady to clean for me each
week. Once these events began to unfold she was unable
to come into the Quarter area. However, we did manage
to make contact with her. She and her family had been
driven from their village and were living, along with
many hundreds of other Turkish Cypriots in tents, in
what is still known as Happy Valley — the SBA’s sports
and recreation area. They had been forced to leave their
homes in fear of their lives once the attacks had started
between the two communities and had been given refuge
by the British. On finding Aiysa we discovered she hadn’t
any pots or plates from which to feed her family, so some
were re-located from our Quarter for her. Many weeks
later it was decided that the Turkish Cypriot refugees
should be moved to the north side of the island, to come
under the protection of the Turkish troops. Convoys
made up of tractors, farm trailers, buses and elderly
motorcars were lined up ready to be escorted north. It
was quite a sight. But Aiysa didn’t leave without
returning all the pots and pans I had given her.

But that is not the end of the story. Jeff and I have been
back to Cyprus over the intervening years. Three years
ago we decided to buy a property in the north. For
various reasons the building of the bungalow has taken a
while to complete but while it was taking place we took
the decision to take early retirement and move out to
Cyprus. So, I am writing this reminisce, sitting on the
patio of our lovely new bungalow in Karsiyaka, some 15
miles west of Girne (Kyrenia).

During our various trips to the island we have made
many new friends. Amazingly, one of the couples we have
met is also ex WRAC and RCT. Michelle née Simpson -
W/457701 and Jim MGill have been living in N Cyprus
for about 18 months and have been a great source of
information and friendship to us. They drove out to
Cyprus from their hometown of Dumfries and their
adventure has inspired us to do the same.

And work? Well I have been a Welfare officer at the Army
Benevolent Fund in London for the past 12 years, but
that is another story.

Editor: Anne has been involved in many of our benevolent
cases over the years and we are very grateful for her
support and advice.

MADGE EVANS’ STORY
W/369015 Madge D Evans née Grundy
5 Laburnum Grove, Luton, Beds LU3 2DW

After a failed attempt to join the WRNS when [ was 18, 1
wrote off to both the WRAF and the WRAC. For once the
Army was first off the mark, so on a crisp October day in
1950, I arrived at Guildford Station. I was greeted by a
smart LCpl, who enquired if I was reporting to the
WRACTYC, and if so, what was my name, to which I
replied ‘Madge’ - not the most auspicious start to my
service career.



Several of us piled into an Avstin 1 tonner and sped off to
Queen Elizabeth Camp. In those days it was a collection
of 'E' type hutments, the only brick-built buildings were
the Guardroom, Company Offices and the Gym, The
next few dayvs were both hectic and hazy, We were very
busy drawing PP RiCovitp resioys Fré daversioning
to ‘harrack’ our heds, and ‘hulling’ the billets, especially
the floors.

Our training NCOs were 51 Ann Trodd, Cpl Pam
Williams and LCpl Betty Sloan = the LCpl at the station.
She ook vs for drll and marched us everywhere,
Cookhouse, Gym, the 0} Stores and Education Block,
clad in our very fetching wrap-arcund overalls of various
military shades, beige, brown, green and khaki.
Eventually we were issued with our uniforms, battledress
blouses, gored skirts, cotton shirts with separate stiff
coltars, braid ties, and ATS style caps. The undies were
hilarious, particularly the “passion-killers™ = 3 pairs of
large voluminous rayon bloomers, The SOMS was
appalled when our Company commander was adamant
she was nol having 3 Company oddly badged and
insisted we were all issued with WERALC badpes and
buttons, Some of the girls had never sewn on a button in
therr bves and we were fold Lo start with our greatcoats,
Before long | had a 'nice hitthe earner’ going, being paid
1/~ for greatcoats and 9 for service dress + cap. My
grandmother had been a court dressmaker and 1 had
learned to sew at an early age!

When we had oiir Gret pay-parade, Cpl Sloan got me
again! Before joining up, [ had been in the Girfs Nautical
Training Corps for 4 vears, so what did 1 do? | threw up a
raval salute! She nearly had apoplexy.

The Korean War had just started and we were told we
wiold not be allowed to leave after basic training, but
had to serve out our engagement — in my case 3 vears. |
went from Guildford to the Drivers and Clerks Training
Centre at Horseley Hall, in Gresford, North Walea. |
could already type (7) but there we learned how to lay
oul lefters army etyle, send signals and uze the correct
rrodes of address ele,

Passing out as a Clerk GD Gp B Class I11, [ was then
posted 1o HG Eastern Command, G Intelligence branch,
where | worked for a darling RASC WO, named Jimmy
Vance., Our GOC was General 5ir Gerald Templar, whio,
discovering (: Branch ran a tea club, demanded to join.
We girls took turns to take his tea down the back stairs
to his office. One morning [ was a birt late in taking it
and going down the stairs, heard a tivade from him =
“Where's my blankety-blank tea™ | marched into his
inner sancium, plonked it down on the desk before him,
saving T am not used to that kind of language, 5ic”, and
flounced outl. [ had hardly Gnished my own tea, when he
appearcd at the office door o apologise.

After a while [ succeeded in getting an overseas posting.
I had put my preference as Britizsh Troops Austria (1
dont know why, [ hate cold weather), but my posting
came through for GHO) FarELE When 1 told my mother,
she said [ must have put Australia and they'd sent me to
the nearest place.

A short while after | arrived in Singapore, we had to go

on a parade, | cannot recall the occasion, but we were
inspected by the new GOC FarELF, Field Marshal Sir
Crerald Templar, Our Company Commander, Capiain
Hodgzon, (now Brigadier Anne Field) looked daggers at
me when Sir Gerald said “Are vou following me, Private
Grundy, or am [ Tollowing yvou"?

I met my hushand to be whilst in Singapore (the ratio of
Britizh men to British girls was 11 to 1 without counting
the Augsies, New Zealanders etc), came home and
married him, and was a ‘married pad’ for the next 20
YEars.

I have no inkling what happened to the rest of my intake,
with one exception — W/ 369027, Pte K Hughes, who later
awapped that number for a P number and retired as a
Major. Renee Shirley, Angie, Dot, Lily and Marian
Crraffham were all in the same room as Kathleen and me,
Lucy [rakin was in the adjacent room — have you got the
bucket vet, Lucy? | would love to hear from any of you,
Also, [ wiould like to contact a8 GNTC pal who married a
lad from Guildford, June Woodward; also Jean Haynes
{murried name) with whom [ worked at Hounslow,

TOGETHER AGAIN AFTER 51 YEARS
Mrs Hazel Roberts née Meads W /383132
244 Priory REoad, Wombridge, Oakengates,
Telford, Shropshire TFZ 6HLU

Mrs Peppy Monn, née Wride lives near Harvey Bay,
Crueensland, Australia. It was becavuse Pegpy read the
Liomess magazine and recognized my name when [ wrote
abouit Mairobd, Kenya, in about 2001, she said to her
hushand Val that she thought she had served with me,
Pegey wrote and asked me if | remembered her, which of
course [ did, We have written and phoned each other ever
since but [ never thought that we would ever meet again,

We recalled that we had worked together at the War
Office in Nuffield House, Piccadilly. At dinner hour we
used to look around the shops in Oxford Street for
hargains or go for a walk in Green Park or Hyde Park.
While we were working in London, we were stationed in
Kichmond Park, Kingston, Surrey and were part of 12
Battalion WRAC. We were Clerk Typists attached to the
REASC, In the evenings back at camp we used to play
table tennis together. We alzo had free tokets to some of
the best shows in London,

Pegay and Hazel togelher agatn after 51 years
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We never know what will happen in this life, [ had a call
from Pegey saying she was coming to Tetford, Shropshire
especially to see me. It would be an unforgettable
experience after fifty-one years, [t is true to say that a
journey of a thousand miles begins with one step; the first
step was my wiEAE s OftHiee] YWersion
happened we would never have seen each other again. On
18 May 2006 Peggy came to Telford and stayed for three
days. She said o might be the last ime she ravelled a
long way but | hope she can visit again one day,

When Pegey and her husband Val stepped out of the taxi,
all those vears between seemed to disappear. We all had
a0 much to say. We went oul o see the places of interest
around Telford, such as the Ironbridge, The Roman City
of Wroxeter (Uriconium), The Long Mynd and
Slipersiones.

We would also like to hear from anyone who might have
served in the WRAC with us in the 1950s.

HONG KONG MEMORIES
W /429115 Chris Wilkes née Walsh
96 Queens Road, Radcliffe on Trent, Nottingham
NG12 1D]

Are there any ex-WERAC out there who have fond
memories of Colvin House, Victoria Barracks, Hong
Kong? Any one who remembers dancing at the
‘Happening', swimming parties in Bepulse Bay, Prince,
USS ships arriving, China Fleet Club, San Miguel and
Tiger Beert?

| served from January 1968 - April 1969, [ left on
marriage but stayed in Hong Kong until 1970 working in
the Medical Centre.

Editor: [ surely do but it was a bit later — Apr 76- Feb 78

WRAC PHOTOGRAPHS
Avril Williams
3 Pippin Walk, The Limes, Hardwick, Cambridge
CB3 TQD

These photographs were sent in by Avnl Williams who is
the Secretary of the Cambridge Branch. She thought that
they might bring back some happy memonies, They are

Wha ever had the time during training to read magazines?
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obviously quite different - probably everyone will
recogmise the room at Guildford but not everyvone would
have had the opportunity to serve in Berlin!

'y

The WRAC Band marching pazt the Karzer Wilhelm
Memorial Chureh in Berlin

THE OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION'S
RESIDENTIAL HOME '‘HUNTLY"

Are yvou looking for a comioriabde elirement home n
beautiful surroundings at an affordable {ea? Did you
hold a cormmission in HW Armed Foroces or 8re you a
widowwidcwwir of an ex-officar?

Hunihy & the Association's retwament homs for slderly
singke ex-officers, male or femals, of all three Sarvices,
and widows and widowsrs of ex-officers who wish to
Erply &N acthve etiremant in a peaceful and trangull,
enyironment. Located in the village of Behopateignton
in south Devon and situsted in its own axtensive
landscaped grounds, Huntly ofters the comfort, sacurty
and peasE of mind of a community while plus.unlin-; thi
independence &nd privacy of iz indhiduesl residents. AN
residents have a single room with en-suite facilities and
thie Spacious public rooms Include a Dining-Roam,
Drawing-Boom, Library, Snooker Poom, Anfe Boom and
two TV Rooma. The olimate iz notably mild and dny,
betng on the English Riviera. Fast communications by
beoth roid and rail are convaniently close. Applicants
mist e mobile, able 1o ook affer themaslves and
aitend meals, There are no medical taciiies at Hunthy,
alihaough the local doctor visits each week and welfare
officers am smployed o provide suppart far the
resioents. Al residents pay a standand fes thal covers
thes sccommodation, meals and welfane suppart

Further details and a brochuredapplication form can be
odilairsie from:

Tha Assestan] Genaral Secratany
The Oficers’ Associaton

48 Pall padl

London BW1Y BJY

Tel: 020 7380 520344 Fee 020 7930 0053




Where Are You Now?

ALEXANDRA HOLSE, HILN"HINGTQ‘J GORE 1842
be FleeVersion

sloucester (L1 310

Mrs PHypumany
B4 Esteourt Road,

Alexandra Howuse

This picture of ‘A" Company, Alexandra House,
Eennington Gore was aken in 1942, | am in the top roer
—fith from the right (facing). | worked at Leconfield
House, Curzgon Street which was then HO London
IMstrict and Misa Llovd was the Company Commander.

If anyone in this picture would like a copy, please get in
touch and | will =end one.

I WOULD LIKE TO CONTACT THOSE WHO
ENEW MY MOTHER OR MY WIFE
Mr P F Schofield
4 Westland Close, Lubenham, Markel Harborough,
Ledcs LELG 9UN

By mother was 5t Isabella Selina Francis Schofield, she
was called up in Hitchin, Herts, on 2nd September 1939
az a member of the ATS, and joined the 13th Herts Cow,
As far as we know she served with another Sgr, a Sgt
Betty Writer also of Hitchin,

It would appear that their main function was to et up
kitchens and quarters by fitting out kitchens with
equipment and rations and quariers with beds and
bedding, to enable instant occupation, in requisitioned
buildings in London. [t was while operating in this
capacity during the London Blitz, that they {with other
girls) were burted i the cellar of & building, up to their
waists in water before they were rescued, iU is not known
how long they were bunied, but it was some tme. As a
result of this, my mother was invalided out of the ATS,

e o very acule Bheumatizm as a direct resull of the
fime in the water. This would have been around 1941 /42,
as far 42 can be established.

My second enguiry concerns my wife, Sylvia May
Schofield. She enlisted in London on 2nd July 1942 and
would have been known as Private Sylvia May Jones
which later became Private Sylvia Jemmett on her first
marriage, She served until Mth March 1945 My wife did
her training at Oswesiry and did stints at Lanarkshire
and Colchester. For a time, she was attached to
gearchlight units in London and Kent as a switchboard
operator, and al the ime of discharge, was stationesd at
Ashford, Kenb Her service number was W/192043.
Svhia would ke to make contact with anyone who

| remembers her.

Mr and My Schofield after lunch ai Buckingham FPalace,
10 fuly 2005
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WHO REMEMBERS DOREEN PARTRIDGE
NEE BOWKER?
Beity Mitchell (Assistant Secretary), Plvmouth Branch

The Falmouth member of Plymouth Branch, Mrs Doreen
Fartridge, nécHDFE soaidreeiVersion
Germany in 2005 to celebrate VE/V] G0 year anniversary.

Doreen had been stationed in Bad Ovenhausen,
Westphalia from 194547, as one of General
Monlgomery's unit, 21 Army Group Signals, During her
weel there she revisited old haunts, but, sadly, she found
evervthing changed and no one wanted to talk about the
war, She had taken some old photographs which she
found in a bombed house in 1945, She handed them in at
the Town Hall, where she was thanked and promizes
made 1o let her know if they were recognised, To date
she has heard nothing, Just one old man spoke to her, in
Englizh, about the bomhings of the M&hne Dam. He
remembered the great wall of water cascading down.
(rherwise, she found the war was a closed hook in this
part of Germany,

She would love to hear from any ATS who were stationed
there in the 2ame army camp at the same time.

Doreen Partridge can be contacted on 013526 312555 or
Betty Mitchell on (01752 J48632.

JUNE BRADLEY TRIES AGAIN
W/ATR263 Mrs June Bradiey née Ross (known as Jean)
15221 Purdy Street, Westminster, California 92683 1SA

I want to thank vou for the photo you entered in vour last
igsue of Livgess 2/05, To my dizappointment, T only had
contact with one lady from Mew Zealand, However, we
have been in contact ever since, [ will not give up the
ship (as the Navy says) so | am enclosing another photo
taken in Shrivenham, Wiltshire, with a good bunch of
girls | worked with as a Mess Orderly at Roberts

Hall/ Officers Science College.

Iv; Me (lean Ross)/Gwen Britnell/Trish Kelly Pat Smy &
Fhyllis. Taken abowt 1952 or 1953

This time | am in my khaki uniform, and not my greens
Laken outside Buckingham palace [Queen's Coronation),
My husband took this picture and sadly he passed away
of Alzheimer's on 1st August 2005, | hope someone out
there will drop me a note. Good luck to all the WRAC.

[ will keep reading about you all in the Lioness.
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WHERE IS PTE FRAN MEREDITH?
W /418425 Frances ] Turnbull née Carliske
2 Lowleam Courl, YWest Dienton, Newcasile upon Tyne
NES 2YU

[ am searching for Pte Fran Meredith and wonder if any
members know of her whereabouts, Fran and [ were
both Comcen Ops with Roval Signals during the mid-
1960z, After training al Catterick she was posted (o
Boddington and then York, where I met her in 1965, We
had 2ome great times together. In fact we seemed to be
alwavs laughing. Fran was posted overseas, | think to
Cvprus, after my demaob in 1966. [ would love to know
how she's getting along,

WERE YOU AT MY WEDDING?
W/416824 Mrs Christina Thomas née Bowlands
7 Fieldview Dirive, Chrford, Warrington, Cheshire

WAL 9RD

Where are the girls who acted as a guard of honour
when my husband David and I pot married on the 27th
February 1965 at the Garrison Church, Bromgpton, Kent?
I can recognise some faces but nol all: Set Ness, LOp
Cindy Gault and Pte Brenda Kedllar,

Wedding of Fre Rowlands and Cpl Thomas

We were all stationed with 12 RSME in Chatham, Kent
and all ived at Gordon Barracks, Gillingham, 1 really
would love to hear froom any of the girls.

WHERE ARE YOU W/408051 PTE TERRY
SO(UYGHTON
23022795 Ivor Worth
1 Laughton Way, Ermine East, Lincoln HE2 2RD

I knew Pte Soughton and her friend, Jovee, in the late
1950s. She came from Wimbledon but served in 8 Ind
Coy in Bicester. | met her in the NAAFI with some of my
RAOC friends: Sid Bolton, Roy Round, Ted Sayers and
Alf Baglea.

[t would be so nice if we could meet up again for a
reunion.



W/3R6241 MARY McGREGOR NEE McMENEMY
Mrs Mary MoGregor
#5 Hill Road, Seafar, Cumbernauld G67 113

Taken al Cuildford

I gerved from March 1954 until November 1955 and
would love to hear from any hody who remembers me,
[ am in the Glasgow branch and a regular attender at all
the reunions and the WRAC Dinner Club.

Taken at Dreghiorn. Mary kas the shovel

LENA PRICE = NICKNAME *BUTTON"
Mre Mary Bazeil née Marsden W/ 75850
Hobbg Orchard, Sthver Street, Coaley, Dursley,
Glos, GL11 5AK

[ would love to be able to trace the whereabouts of a very
dear friend of mine. Her name was Lena Price and we
first met in late 1941 or early 1942 when we shared a
room in g house in Christchueh Road, Winchester, We
were billeted there whilst working s clerks at the ATS
Record Office in The Rifle Depot. Her nickname was
“Button” for some reason. We became great friends, and
as hier home was in Liverpool and | then bived in
Longparish, very near to Winchester, she often stayed
with us there for short leaves. Al some time in 1943, after
completing our initial AA Training = [ think at Blackdown
Barracks — we joined B Troop, 564 Battery, 183(M) HAA
Regt, BA. We were stafioned mainly in the Woking,
Eeading and Ashford areas before going to a site near
Antwerp in, | think, January 1945, Al some slage during
thiz time [ think she must have been posted elsewhere
and we subsequently bost touch.

Lena "Bulton” Price

I have moved about a great deal in my lifetime, in this
country and overseas, and never knew where to start my
seqarch till [ joined the Bath Branch of the WRAC
Association and began o read Lioness.

OVERSEAS PAYMENTS

Please note that in future, all payments for
subscriptions, postage and memorabilia will
only be accepted in Sterling. Please ask your
bank for a Money Order or Sterling Cheque.

We regret to have to impose this restriction,
but due to the vagaries of exchange rates, the
majority of overseas payments fall
significantly short of the amount due,
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2 COMPANY 6 PLATOON - JANUARY 1866
W/428116 Marie Roberts
104 Scorton Avenue, Layton, Blackpool, Lancs FY3 THD

Where are vou now? 40 vears this year only 2 found,
PDF Compressor Free Version |

r

#-‘I-:

& Platoon, 2 Company, Cuildford fanuary 1966

Linde Beckett {Becky) Middieshorongh (fund), Lyan
Briercliffe, Etleen Bryani, Mauwreen Casey, fane Clapham,
Fatricia and Margaret Glen (Twins from Corbals
Glasgow), Christine Hanham, Vicky Hurbert, Hazel Looed
(found Aberdeen), Edwena Male, Nottv? (from
Nottingham), Dingle {Nickname), Rosemary ?, Jerny ?,
Bridie Mulloy, Denise P, Belty Peace, Lym Rudd, Pauline
Rrutherford, Joan Rvan, Marie Roberts, fackie Savage,
Margarel Spencer, Jolle Stevesson, E I Thowpeon,
Pawline Shaw, Jovee Wagstaff, Elizabeth [ Welsh, Valeria
Wilsor, Christine Wenpsa

Mysell with Madge Lozer who came from London and was

a clerk at EV.R.D.E. Chertsey, Surrey 1966-1968
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| would love to see some of my Flatoon 40 Years on -
what a reunion we could all have! [ have been trying very
hard to trace the Glen twins and Christine Hanham whao
were my roommates. Please get in touch. My e-mail
address is marierobertsds@yaheo.couk and my mobile
number is 07842 577722,

JOAN DLGIVY ATS 1942-46
Miss P M B Finney
Flat 15 Fitzroy House, Great Pulteney Strect,
Bath BAZ 4DW

Joan Mgy 18 sought by Alan Burghan known as AL

while in Fleet Air Arm somewhere in Lincolnshire, Al is
now residing in Canada. If anyone knows where Joan is
please contact Miss P M B Finney at the above address,

MNANCY TIPTON
91 Dawley Road, Wellington, Shropshire TF1 2HT

[ would like to hear from anyone who remembers
meeting me — Nancy Tipton (nee Scott) in the Lincoln
NAAFI Club, | was in G Coy ATS attached to the RASC
in 15945/ 14946,

Lincoln NAAFET Club

MARY RODGER
Mrs Meg Watson, 31 Mariners Close, Gorleston-on-Seq,
Morfolk NE31 6TU

I 'am sending this photograph on behalf of a lady who s
trying very hard to find out more about her mother who
was born in 1920, Called Mary REodger, she enfisted in

Mary Rodger iz on the front row, second from left



15940 and was a LCPL in Ack-Ack. It i2 thought that this
photograph was taken in Felixstowe, Suffolk.

If anyone remembers Mary Rodger, please contact her
daughter: Mrs Ellaline Wilson, 13 Pinkerton Road,
Glenrothes, FRDA G patedsor TréeVersion

B3 SOUAD ISLE OF MAN 1943
Mrs B Hawkins, nee Cook, 47 Mewway Boad,
Leicester LES SUA

Mrs Hawkins would be delighted to hear from anyone
who recopnises themselves on the following photograph.
Perhaps if vou do not zpol voursell rfight away, vou might
recognise vour signature!

RxaRe !

Signatnres on e back of the above photograph

WRAC NATIONAL REGISTER
Are you interested in trying te find old friends?
Did you serve/enhist between 1849 and 19827
Why not join the WRAC Mational Register?
Cortact: E Ann Butier-Deakin
14 Ash Rise

Moss Pitt
Stafford ST17 SHE

Tel: 01785 24589892

GEORGE CARLIN'S VIEW
ON AGEING

Do you realize that the only time in our lives
whan we like to get old s when we're kids? if
you're less than 10 years old, you're so
excited about aging that you think in
fractions.

“How old ara you?" “I'm four and a haifl”
You're never thirty-six and a half, You're four
and a half, going on fivel That's the key,

You get into your teens, now they can't hold
vou back. You jump into the next number, or
evan a few ahead.

*How old are yvou?" “I'm gonna be 168!" You
could be 13, but hey, you're gonna be 16! And
then the greatest day of your life.... You
become 21. Even the words sound like a
CRremony.. ... YOL BECOME 21, YESS5I

But then wyou turn 30. Oooohh, what
happened thera? Makes you sound like bad
milk! He TURNED; we had to throw him out.
There's no fund now, vou're just a8 sour-
dumpling. What's wrong? What's changed?

You BECOME 21, you TURN 30, then you're
PUSHING 40, Whoa! Put on the brakes, it's all
slipping away. Before you know it, you
REACH 50,

And your dreams ang gone.

But wait! ¥Yau MAKE it to 80, You didn't think
you would!

So you BECOME 21, TURN 20, PUSH 40,
REACH 50 and MAKE it to 60.

You've bullt up so much speed that you HIT
70! After that it's a day-by-day thing; you HIT
Wednesday!

You get into your 80's and every day IS a
complete cycle; you HIT lunch; you TURN
4:30; you REACH bedtime, And it doesn't end
there. Into the B80's, you start going
backwards; “1 WAS just 92,

Then a strange thing happens. If you make it
over 100, you become a little kid again. "I'm
100 and a haifl”

May you all make it to a healthy 100 and &
hatfl




Branch News

Editor: Many of the Branches very Eindly inctuded Tovely
words about WADRE then prebsvardire 6 Wit sion
Rewnion, T have fahen the lilerly fo odit most of Bem ond fo
save space kere and Io give maiimun shace fo the section
about the Grand Rewnion. After all, those who were there
all kwow about the various functions - including the Fire
Alarm on the Friday night during dinner! Hopefully, those
who were not able to be with us will enjoy the photographs.

ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH BRANCH

Sadly, this is the last report | shall be making because
this branch closed at the end of Apnl. Time catches up
with all of us and since the Chairman was doing
Secretary and Jatterly) Treasurer, she wished fo retire,
Mo substifutes were fortheoming, so that broughtl us o
the regrettable conclusion that closure was inevitable,

In the 15 years of our existence we have formed a close
friendzhip together and we are delermined 1o continue
this with informal meetings, The regular attenders will
continue to meet in some way or the other and we will
find some means of attending Area and Grand Reunions,

Inevitahlv, in looking back, we think of the members we
have lost. We wonder how those members whao have
never heen able to attend a meeting will continue
membership. [ think that the pleasure of receiving
Lioness will devide them o continue — | hope so.

Ten members joined 30 puests to help Anne Bradshaw
celebrake her Blth Birthday seen here cutting the cake ab
a party hosted by Anne’s son al the Proest Houze Hotel,
Castle Donnington, East Midlandz,

Anne culling her cake

Many guests commented on the camaradenie shared by
the group after so many years. The vounger puests were
g0 interested in their war tme exploits especially the Ack
Ack and ammunition deivers, They were quile taken
aback when they offered to help Lydia Dolman to
descend a flight of stairs. “Oh, dont worry™ said Lydia. “1
will just slide down the banister.”™ They were astounded
because Lydia is also 80, But what is an age when we are
all 50 voung at heart,
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Attending the Grand Reunion was a lovely way to finish,
What a fantastic weekend and how wonderfully it had
been organised. | suspect that it was probably a bit like
the description of Harrods - all. like a duck. smooth on
the surface and paddiing like Hell underneath.

Adieu!

BIRMINGHAM BRANCH

The Birmingham Group celebrated s 18th Birthday in
May. We inwited Lt Col Sae Westlake, Maggie Purkis and
Irene Hall, Wales and West Area Secretary. They all
enpoved themselves very much, The lunch was most
enpovable and tasty and it was followed by Chris Kemey
the entertainer. He was superb and everyvbody enjoved
his music and dancing.

O Sunday 14th May we were invited to the Normandy
Veterans Association Service and Parade at 5t Paul's
Church in the Birmingham Jewellery Quarter. The Lord
Mayor of Birmingham and Arlette from the Pegasus café
in Mormandy were there, The Lord Mayor laid a wreath.
Standards were presented and the “Last Post™ played,
This was a most moving occasion for all present.

Standing: Swe Dolphin, Mawrcen Decley, and Frances
Sfenkinzon. Sealed: Nova Jefferies, Violet Horsley,
Flo Banwer and Lesley Wallace

Afler the service, there was a Buffet Lunch at the United
Services Club which we all thoroughly enjoved,

We have lost a few of our members this year which is
always very sad, However, we still keep the group going
and have arranged trips out o the Bolanical Gardens and
the Theatre, Our May and Christmas Lunches are always
well attended and vizsitors are very welcome.

BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH

We have bad another busy few monthz here in
Bournemouth. At our AGM in November all existing
committes members were re-elected en bloc, although it
was made clear that several members would stand down
atl the 2006 AGM,



In December we were delighted to welcome our
Association Vice-President Lt Col Sue Westlake to onr
Christmas Lunch at the Fast Anglia Hotel - a very happy
and enjoyable occasion. We do not meet in January but in
February we held a most successful Bring & Buy sale to

boost Branchpgyfs. Compressor Free Version

In March, one of our members, Mrs Dawes (ex-WRAC)
who wriles books - fictional but based on actual military
campaigns and facts, gave us a most interesting talk on
how she researches materdal for her books and the
people and places she has visited in this pursuit. In April,
Mrs Cox entertained us by explaining the history and art
of making corn dollies. Her demonstration made it
appear far simpler than any of us thought = it was
amauang how many shapes could be made.

Five of us attended the Grand Reunion at Warwick
University, which was superb. The fire alarm going off at
the beginning of dinner on our first night was quite an
experience! But the fact that 450 of us {many over &0
vears of age) evacuated the 1st floor dining room in an
orderly manner had to be seen to e believed,
Apparently, the alarm was et off by steam cooking the
vegetables. Three branch members were awarded
Certificates of Appreciation during the AGM,

some members attended other reunions - Searchlight
battery members met on the Isle of Wight, Gunners
were in Blackpool; all enjoyed meeting up yet again with
old comrades and friends,

Al our May meeting two voung people from the Dorset
Heathland Trust gave us an llustrated tafk on the
insects, birds, flowers and small animals that inhabit
heathland, We have large areas of heathland here in
Dorset, which sadly often suffers from fire, sometimes
caused by young arsonists, people’s carelessness or,
rarely, natural causes.

Cur June meeting is a “Mystery” coach trip into the New
Forest, followed by a cream tea at Holmesley tearooms,
which is a most pleasant venue, This was once a station
(before the Beeching cuts). We are hoping that the
weather will be kind to us. One or two members hope to
attend the Veterans' Parade in Weymouth but are
unlikely to be able to join the march past. On 1 July some
of ug will be going to the Southern Area Reunion which
i being hosted by Bristol Branch — more about that in
our next bulletin,

Sadly [ have received news of the death of one of our life
members — Bervl White née Broadfoot on 23 May, Beryl
served in the ATS from 1939 - 45 and reached the rank
of WO, 11 health had prevented her from attending
mieetings for some vears

We will be rethinking the structure of our branch for the
forthcoming year and, unless some of the younger
mwmhers come forward to help soon, meetings and
general activities of the Branch may have to be curtailed,
This has always been a happy and thriving Branch and
we would hate to see its complete closure,

BRADFORD BRANCH

Greetings to all members at Home and Abroad. We hold

our meetings on the second Monday of the month at
REL HE) Claremont, Bradford, This item of information
is in case any ex-WRAC happen to read this and would
likee bo jovin ws,

We number 47 members on our books of which 12 are
life members. [ know this sounds a kot but sadly not
many live close encugh to attend and in recent months
has sadly depleted to 12 or 13. There are various reasons
for this, mainly transport - having 1o catch two buses and
fitting in with the timetables doesn't help, Also the fact
that as our members are getting older (all now over 80),
travelling can be difficult, Also we have had members in
hoapital with various llnesses. To all those friends we
sendd our good wishes for health and recovery and hope
[y 260 YOI VET Y S000.

[ am sad to report the demize of 2 members. Nora
Houldsworth was Treasurer for many vears and after she
was laken ill I (Norah Kendall) took over, I'm afraid 1
shall never attain her high standard but will do my best,
[t waz al Nora's mstigation that | became Branch
Standard Bearer in 1982 and continued thus for 22 years
20 1t was fitting that the last time I carrded the Standard
having retired was at Nora's funeral,

Sylvia Yates died in November, She lived i Essex —a
long way from here but it was through me she joined. We
gerved together from 1943 at Haywards Heath in Sussex,
Posted to Brussels then to Herford in Germany. We
always kept in touch first by post then through weekly
phone calls.

We are pow looking forward to the Northern Area
Reunion in September when we will return to Millstones
in Harrogate, We hope it will be a5 good as it was last year,

BRISTOL BRANCH

As always, Bristol has had a busy time. We started in
December with a Bring and Buyv. The church where we
hold our meetings held a Christmas Tree Festival, This
means that you choose & carol and decorate the tree
accordingly. As we were one of the first to put our name
forward, we were able to pick our own carol, We chose
‘Angels from the Realms of Glory' and it was decorated
by three of our members, It was shown on television,

Inn January we had a plague dedicated to all women who
have served in the Armed Forces: it was a tri-service
Evenk

DEDICATED TO
HONOUR ALL WOMEN

WHO SERVED THEIR
COUNTRY IN THE
ARMED FORCES

e

The Flague in Bristol Council Homuse
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The Lord Mavor Esme Davidson, Chatrman, Bristol
Branck &z on his left

The Lord Mayor unveiled the plague and the service was
led by the Canon Presenter, Brendan Clover, of Bristol
Cathedral, We were also fortunate (o have Anthony
Stuart Lloyd a Baritone (what a fantastic voice) to sing

T vow to thee my Country’ which was most appropriate.
Anthony was appearing in Scrooge, playing the part of
Christmas Present, and when he found out what we were
doing he offered to come and sing. We were pleased that
Maj Jane Freshairn was able to join us, Editor; [t was o
rery special accasion. We have been told that our plaque
15 unique. Bosemary Righy MBE, who provided the
Yioleitte Sxabo GO display during the Grand Beunion, has
requested a copy of our plague to hang in her Museum
near Hereford. We are very honoured.

Anthony Stuart Liowd is the one in the middle!

In Fehruary we held our Christmas Lunch! This was
attended hy the Lord Mayor and Lady Mavoreas and we
were 50 pleased that our Vice President, Lt Col Sue
Westlake was able to join us. Our previous Area
Chairman, Lt Caol Val Trout also joined us but,
unfortunately our current one, Maj Maskens-Mclntyre,
was unable to attend, Sandra Steadman made our table
decorations in the Corps colours- The flowers looked so
real people were trving to smell them.

March saw us making the final preparations for the
Grand Beunion, It was so good that the Bristol ladies
wiiild have liked a repeal the following weeld [OK we
compromised and had cakes al our next mecting made
by one of our members.] Unfortunately, one of our

o

members fell in Coventry and liurt her arm and badly
bruized her ribs. However, she was determined that she
was going o attend the dinner on the Saturday night.
She did enjoy herself although she was in a lot of pain -
and in a wheelchair

In Bay | was honoured o receive the Lord Mavor's
Medal which was presented at the Mansion House. Part
of the citation read, "It fook 60 vears and Jackie Naysmith
to get the role of women in the war officially recognized
by Bristol City Council and the rest of the city’, It was
also for my work in the community and the War Widows.
My two davghters attended the Ceremony and were very
prowd. [ feel that if was nol just for me, but for all the
Ldies.

The Lord Mayor’s Medal

At our meeting in June I was able 1o take the Medal and
ghow the members, In June I was at the Veterans parade
in Weymouth., The weather waz kind (o us and it was mice
to meet up with familiar faces, Also in June, two of our
members have been invited (o join the Not Forgotten
Azsociation for 5 days in London based at the Union Jack
Club,

Bristol is hosting the South and South West Area
Reunion on 1 July, We have 120 artending including those
branches from the South West who are joining us for the
first time, Our Venue is at Cadburys Chocolate Factory =
unforiunately the shop will be closed — but we hope to
have a good day. It is also the first Area Reunion for our



Chairman, Maj Maskens-McIntyre since the two areas
have been combined. | hope all the branches have a goncd
day. [ would lilke to thank them for their support. Editor: [
wonld also like bo thank everyvone who affended and
comlributed fo the huge sum of £300 made by the Rafifle
wihtich has beerPtidai€d s8oT die dler VIS ol
at the Memorabilio sales fable.

BURY BRANCH

First, we must congratulate the organizers of the Grand
Eeunion for such a splendid weekend, Everyone agreed
it had been a great success, We would particularly like to
pay tribute to our youngest member, Wendy, for all her
help, not only to us but to many others, especially during
the Fire Alarm. We are already looking forward to the
next Grand Reunion in 20049

In May we met in Manchester and enjoved lunch at the
Cathedral Refectory, Later that month there was a Roval
Artillery (Ack Ack) Reunion in Blackpool at the
Morbreck Castle Hotel. About 500 peaple attended and
the Royal Artillery Band entertained and performed
Beating Ketreat.

We sent a card to Her Majesty The Queen for her Sith
Birthday and 3 of us hawve tickets to attend Trooping the
Colour. The lollowing weekend our Secretary, Mary, and
our Treasurer, Lily, will attend the ATS Annual Dinner al
the Viclory Services Club, London.

We are already making plans for our Christmas lunch al
our meeting place, the White Lion Hotel, Bury. This
photograph was taken at our last Christmas celebration.

Bury Branch af Christias Lunch

CAMBRIDGE BRANCH

Hello all, this is what the Cambridge Branch has been up
to since jts AGM in 2005, Sadly, [ begin with the news
that the branch lost a dear friend - Pat Ruston MBE in
Movember. She was one of our founder members and
had served for many vears with the Roval Signals TA. T
am pleased to say that Fay Warne iz recovering well after
a gpell in hospital,

Two members attended the WRAC Dinner at

Birmingham in October and really enjoved meeting up
with familiar faces! On 5 November, five members
attended the Eastern Reunion at Colchester, We were
very pleased to have Maj Jane Freebairn as our guesat,

Oer Christmas Dinner was held at the Grafton Hotel in
Cambrdge in December.

Back Rew L-R: Doris Dockerill, Fay Warne
Front Row: Wendy Wooton, Avedl Williams, fean Farrmagion,
Janel Herdman, Vera Martin

Three members Bad a most memorable tme al the
Crrand Eeunion in Coventry

CANTERBURY BRANCH

In December we had our Christmas Lunch with 40
members and guests sitting down to a festive meal
followed by an excellent raffle. Our January meeting is
always quiet but 23 members braved the cold and we
discussed our plans for the rest of the year, In February
our President, Jenny Wells, tested us with a quiz and in
March our speaker was the Rev John King who gave us
an intereating talk about his work as chaplain to a
WOINEN's prizon.

Our April meeting started carlier than usual as we
enjoved a fish and chip lunch, follveed by a competibion
for & decorated hard-bodled egg. After much deliberation
it was decided that Maisie Halladay was the winner.

Mavis Middleton, Suwe Foulks and Nan Walers
eRfoving a pre-dinner drink



Three of our members, Kate MeGregor, Sue Foulks and
Maviz Middleton travelled to Coventry for the Grand
Reunion, All three of us were pleazed (o meet up with ofd
friends, including an ex-member of our Branch, Nan
Waters, who now lives in Spalding. We all agreed that we
had experiendBDil Godiv foll Mc¥éioir
the next reunion when we will be celebrating 60 vears
since the inception of the WRAC and %0 years since the
Association started - now that really will be some
reunion!

In May, Avril Woolf entertained us by talking about her
experiences as a member of her local amateur dramatic
society. In June, we hold our summer tea party and enjoy
meeting up with old friends from the local branch of the
WRENS Association and our Medway Branch.

Sadly we have lost two of our longest serving members,
In February, Mercy Jordan died and in May, Befla
Mepham. Both were staunch supporters of the branch
and acted as escorts when Jenny Wells carcied our
standard on parade, We will miss them at cur mectings.

CARDIFF BEANCH
Maollie Acton

Lasl year was 4 quict one for our members. Choe
highhight was the Celebration of the 60th Anniversary of
the end of the War, [t was a very enjovable oocasion =

pet fect weather, wonderful entertainment. The event
took place in the grounds of Cardiff Castle = mavbe some
readers will be familiar with the beautifil and historc
cenfrepiece of our city. Thiz photograph shows us al one
of our regular nreelings.

Standing: Doris Clifford (Treasurer), Guyneth Thompson,
Margaret Crook, foste Hill, Kath Hughes (Chatrman}

awd Joan Sirailen

Seated: Marie Byrae, Doveen Michae! and Muargarat Becheli.
Fneeling: Mollie Acton (Secrelary)

some of our members were unable lo elimb the flight of
stairs to our meeling place al United Services Mess, We
have gathered informally at the West Bute Dock Hotel
situated in Cardiff Bay, formerly the old Dock area of the
City. The manager and staff have been 2o kind and caring
- and the food i superh] We decided to show our
appreciafion and presented the Hotel with a plague lo say
Thank You', We all travelled by bus!
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Belind tre bar after presenting the plagne

CHELMSFORD BRANCH

January — was to be our first meeting of the New Year
but it wag not to be, The floor of the hall we use had 1o
be restored so we cancelled and met in Febroary —
when we listened to a talk by the owner of a large coach
company who we have often uged. We enjoved this tall
with a slide presentation and wonderful descriptions of
the early days of “charabancs”,

March — all set to hear a talk by a BBC writer of plays
who didn't turn up = our Grst real leg down, We had no
cause to worry as Emily (Brstow) rallied round and
provided us with an equally entertaining programme of
funny =ayings and poems. Emily haz always been pood at
this and we were 20 glad she was able to step in at short
notice.

March 31 - 1 April. The Hon. Secretary and Treasurer
headed for Warwick University in Covenlry to take part
in the Grand Reunion. Daphne Attridge also attended and
we met up with Andrey Raynor, a former member of our
Branch. The accommodation and food were really first-
class and confributed to a happy and successful weekend.,

April = this time our meeting was well attended and our
speaker was Chris Page who was a former prizon visitor,
Judging by the guestions she received, it seemed this
talk was much enjowed.

May = we met at the home of our Viee Chairman, Jovee
Wright. The invitation and the opportunity to sample
strawberries and cream for tea were all much
appreciated by those who were able to go, We do thank
Joyee for the kind thought as she retires from her post as
Social Secretary.

June - we met at the RAFA Club as uscal and had a
pame of “Call my Blufl”. Is there no end to what
members will produce for these games!

Chur general attendance since January has fallen slighthy
for all sorts of reason but it is important that we maintain
our contact with each other so do please come if vou can.
MNew members,.... . meetings in Chelmaford at the RAFA
Club every 3rd Tuesday, 130 pru You are very welcome.



In Memoriam

It is with regret we have to report the death of Sister
iMiss) Jovee Wakely. Jovee died on 31 May 2006 in a
nursing home in Southend and her funeral service was at
Southend CrefiBdri(wompr¢ssasienes: Yesion
Member of the Association and, until failing health
overcame her, kept in touch though she was not able to
come o meetings. When she lived at Woodham Ferrers
she was always present, and as a former Chaplain's
Assistant, was able to lead us in prayver before our
meetings. She was a much liked and respected member
of the branch who we are sorry to lose,

CHESTER & DISTRICT BRANCH

It has been a consderable Ume since news from gur
Branch has appeared. We are all prowing older very
pracefully and keep on doing our best to keep on
enjoving ourselves,

We have been able to meet as usual every month due to
the hospitality shown to us by the owner of a Chester
Hotel who welcomes us without charge and even rustles
up tea — we supply the biscuits,

The highlight of several summers has been our canal
boat trip which includes lunch on a narrow boat on
Chester/Shropshire Canal and includes many members
of other Service groups in the area. The boat stops at
“The Top Lock™ and we disembark and gather by the
canal side to speak the Exhortation and scatter Poppy
leaves on the canal waters in memory of all Servicemen
and women who made the final sacrifice.

We visited the Arboretum in Spring 2005, and are thrilled
to bearn that the ATS now have a special plot = thanks to
the ATS Dinmer Chib and The Wolverhampton Branch
especially Mrs Mary Beeston. It has been arranged or a
statue of an ATS Private in Full Dress Uniform in a
sitting position to be placed on the plot. The state 15
very attractive and impressive. It makes one realise the
opportunity missed by subscribing to the “Women's
Memorial” situated in Whitehall, Two of our members
Doriz Wallington and Rosa Minks represented our
Branch at the unveiling of the Memorial to the Women of
World War IT and attended the reception at the invitation
of The Quesn. They had a wonderful tme and sl have
sfars m their eyes, As with most of us who have ever had
the honour of mecting Her Majesty they were
overwhelmed by the experience and impressed by her
never failing courtesy and friendliness,

The two sad items in our area were the closure of
Branches - our nearest neighbours Bhyl and Wrexham.
We attended the Service at Bhyl for the laving wup of their
Slandard and the official closure of the branch. Bhyl was
a daughter branch of Chester and many of our members
at the tme of their starting had been very Gathiul
Chester Branch members, At the tme we gave them our
blessing and £50 to help them start up. They were an
excellent Branch contributing many hundreds of pounds
to the benevolent fund and the socials they ran were an
item on evervone's calendar. We send an invitation (o
anyone from both the Rhyvl and Wrexham area who does

not wish to lose touch to come to our meetings at any
time - second Monday in every month — except January.

We recently had an At Home™ at the Chairman's house
and a photograph of the happy group of members taken
in the garden iz enclosed. Beautiful weather plenty of
refreshments and wine with tea for the Dirivers. Thank
vou Joan from all of us. We hebd a raffle and were able to
send £30 to Mary Beeston towards the ATS Statue,

We now have several invaluahle WRAC members
especially Pat Sanders who very generously gives four of
our members much appreciated lifts to the meeting. Pat
and others are wonderful addition to our Branch and give
fresh hope of passing on our Standard and tradition.
Thank you all, especially, Pat.

The Chairman and several members attended the re-
union al Warwicle, It was truly an excellent weekend -
even the Fire Alarm added to the memories.

CLEVELAND BRANCH

Hello Lipwess readers = Cleveland branch reporting
agrain, First thing [ have to say, =2 that our Secretary,
Gwyn Friday has been in hospital but she is now
ordering poor hushand Bill aboul something chronic -
good sign 1 reckon 5o that's good news,

Our AGM went well in October and, as we have some
spare cash in the funds, we will take our members out to
Christmas Lunch, November was fairly quiet, so we
decided to have a game of Bingo. We sold hooks, and
everyone got settled - then realised that we had no
balls!! So it had to be scrapped until next time. We had no
meeting in December a0 our first meeting in 2006 was
our belated Christmas Lunch. Thirty one ledies sat down,
and it was very nice.

In December, some of our ladies were invited to the
Mayor's Parlour, and they thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. Olive Kinghorn writes:

In December 2005, our lecal Mayor, Mr Ray Mallon
invited Veterans of WW2 o a buffet lunch - and 12 of our
Ladies were present, On arrival, wie were served Lea and
biscuits, after which we were laken to the Mayor's
Parlour to meel the Mavor.



He gave a very interesting talk, and said that he felt we
woere never really thanked for a job well done, Having
this event gave him the opportunity to do 20, He asked
all of us the different jobs we had to face. Then we were
prezented with a plague and had a group picture taken
with the MayoPDF Compressor Free Version

Cleveland fadies with the Mayor

The buffet lunch was excellent. It had all been prepared
by a local Catering College and we finished off the
afternoon with lovely champagne, It was a memaorable
occasion, which they hope to repeat next vear.

February was our first Branch Meeting of 2006. We were
very saddened to hear that one of our members Pat
(Phoebe) Smith had died. Some of our members, and our
Standard, went to her funeral to pay our Llast respects,

At our March meeting, one of our members suggested
inviting her niece Lo speak to us about her work in Social
Services. One could hear a pin drop, as the ladies were
enthralled and dismaved by some of the things that go
on in today's society,

On a lighter note, 7 ladies went (o the Grand Beunion in
Warwick = FABULOUS weekend! At our May meeting,
after the buziness side was completed, we had our weual
cuppa and chat and then settled down, pencil poised, for
a Quiz. The quizmaster, Dot Ryder, kept good order and
we all had a good laugh. Congrats to the winning team
who were last 2een sharing out a big bag of chocolate
goodies, We have decided to have a day trip to York, so
watch out for Ladies in Blazers climbing on the latest
attraction - the equivalent of the London Eye. Should be
fun!! We look forward to meeting all Northern Ladies at
Harrogate in September for our Area Reunion.

EASTBOURNE BRANCH

The vear started with the news that we would have to
change our meeting place as the Hoyal British Legion
building was to be sold. Until Movember, we will be
holding our meetings in a room in the Chatsworth Hotel,
Eastbourne, courtesy of the owner. Three membors
attended the Grand Eeundon in Warwick University —
rather different from the previous one in Birmingham
University.
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In May, our Kine member joined other Kines visiting the
Mational Memorial Arboretum to see our tree and bench
in place there. We are very pleased with their position.
The MMA has more plots filled, 5o more to be seen and
appreciated. A message was sent by the General Post
Oifice there to our Branch,

In June, ATS members attended their annual Lunch in
the Victory Services Club, London. In July, we will again
be vigiting the Llama Park just north of Hailsham, The
Cuckmere Commuiinity Bus which takes us on our
pufings has just received the Queen’s Award for
voluntary service. The group has six Mercedes busses
and forty volunteer drivers,

Best wishes to all,

FIFE & TAYSIDE BRANCH

Our Branch continues to thrive with 41 Annual members
and 41 Life Members, Unfortunately this year we have
Iost four of our members: Mrs Elsie Elliott who died on
2nd February, Mrs Sheila Davizon died on 17th March,
Mrs Isabella Duff died on 22nd March and Mrs Ann
LeHer who died on 1st May. We have gained four new
members who are Frances Wilkie, Catherine McCombie,
Sheena Muir and Mary Henderson. We continue to meet
on the last Thursday of every month for lunch and to
catch up with any news etc.

On 27 April 2006 we held our AGM which was well
supported by 22 members It went very well and all office
bearers were re-instated, We held a raffle and the
meeting Gnished with a very nice High Tea. Mrs Mary
Trueland was presented with her Certificate of
Appreciation.

We now look forward to the Scottish AGM which is
being held in the GQuality Station Hotel, Perth on 14
Oretober 2006, For the first time it is being organized by
the Committee for the Scottish Area rather than a single
Branch having all the responsibility.

GLASGOW BRANCH

After all the activities that were held last year, this vear
has seemed particulariy quiet, We have been entertained
with music and people coming to give talks on various
topics, One gentleman came with a bag full of hats and
he had a story to tell about each hat he brought out of
the hag, We did enjov that. Also another gentleman came
to talk about Tram Cars which brought back a lot of
happy memories to those of us who had the pleasure of
travelling on them - especially the Glasgpow Trams which
were hugely entertaining — especially on a Saturday
night!

Some of our ladies went to the reunion in Warwick this
vear and had a great time. It was mostly our WRAC
members who attended as some of our older members
are finding it more difficult 1o cope with the travelling.
Ouir latest meeting was held in June, and we decided to
finish off with a bus run to Callander and Pilochry which
are beautiful parts of the country.



Mae Lang who has been our Secretary for many years
has decided to give up the job as she would like to spend
more time with her family. All the jobs she did have been
split up amongst the committee. She really is a hard act
to follow as she is so organised that we can only hope
that we can ddtilof leuingsneds aasha-did. Version

Thanks again Mae for all your hard work as we really
appreciate all you did for us. We hope to still see you at
our meetings and look forward to seeing everyone again
at the start of our new session in September.

Would Beryl Allinson of the Portsmouth Branch phone
- Susan Sinclair on 0141 558 1405 as I believe she tried to
make contact at the Warwick reunion.

GRIMSBY BRANCH

Our week collecting for the Poppy Appeal was very
successful raising a record amount of £2,594.56. In
November we held a Jumble Sale and raised funds for
the branch Christmas festivities.

The Branch Christmas Lunch was held this year at a
local hotel. The meal was not as good as the usual meals
served there, but the camaraderie and socialising more
than made up for the disappointment. Instead of sending
numerous Christmas cards between members we
collected money for the Army Benevolent Fund. We
raised £50 and received a nice thank you letter and
Certificate of Appreciation from them.

In January this year we held a New Year party with
catering by our favourite chef, Ted. The party went with
a swing with music, bingo, crackers, party poppers and
balloons and plenty of good food and wine. Afterwards
we wended our way home clutching a “doggy bag” of
surplus food to feed our spouses or for supper in front of
the TV.

After an uneventful February, March brought a few
surprises. The secretary was absolutely thrilled to
receive flowers from headquarters in appreciation of the
work that secretaries do for the organisation. At the
Branch meeting, we were presented with a Certificate of
Appreciation from the Royal British Legion Poppy
Appeal. It was presented by our friend Ted with his
Poppy Appeal Organiser “Hat” on this time. We were
sorry to lose one of our supportive members Flo Beedie
who has moved back to be near her family in Scotland.
Our loss is your gain, Aberdeen. Our secretary, Gail was
presented with a card signed by all the members present
at the branch meeting which happened to be her 60th
birthday. No doubt she was first in the queue for a bus
pass next day.

‘We had our first outing of the year on Easter Monday — a
coach tour to Chesterfield Easter Market. After a few
hours retail therapy, we continued to see the sights of
Derbyshire, and ended with Afternoon Tea. A very
enjoyable day for all.

Another surprise at the May meeting. Long time member
Kath Skelthorne received her Veterans badge. She had

been too ill to attend the official presentation we had last
year so it was good to see her in better health back at
meetings. The secretary, Gail Davy, was presented with a
Silver Association Badge for more than 25 years with the
Association.

In June Lily Quickfall at 80 plus years of age is to take
part again in the “Race for Life” held in Cleethorpes. We
had a collection at the meeting towards the event and
look forward to hearing how Lily gets on.

Unfortunately over the last few months we have lost 3
members: Dolly Thompson, Min Parrott and Margaret
Sandham. “We Will Remember Them”.

HASTINGS BRANCH

A fairly regular pattern of Branch activities has emerged
over the years and, although we cannot please everyone,
we seem to satisfy most of our members. Our Christmas
Party last year was well attended and again successful.
However, we have been asked for fewer quizzes and
more carols!

We were extremely sad to hear of the death of Brigadier
Nolan who visited our Branch on several occasions and
showed an interest in our activities. What a wonderful
photograph of her on the front of the last issue of Lioness.

Our Luncheon club continues to be popular and following
the winter months when we met in Hastings, we now go
farther afield. In March we went to Brede, in April to
Winchelsea and in May to Westfield. To celebrate our
26th Birthday on 21 April we had tea at the Coastguards
Restaurant overlooking the sea and, as the date coincided
with the Queen’s Birthday we drank to her health and
not in tea. We are indeed fortunate to have a Branch
surrounded by such lovely countryside. Again our
Strawberry Tea was a great success with 20 members
and friends attending. We are grateful to our Vice
Chairman for permitting us to meet in her lovely garden
and we are most appreciative of all the help provided and
to those who supplied such a wonderful raffle.

Unfortunately, we had to change our meeting place due
to the increased cost of St Matthews Church Hall and
our dwindling membership. We have had one speaker
since moving and that was a most interesting talk on
Pearly Kings and Queens. However, we were all rather
startled when the speaker removed her skirt! This
revealed a wonderful underskirt covered with patterns all
displayed by pearl buttons.

We are invited by the local Branch of the Royal Naval
Association to join them in their annual visits to France.
This year we had a day at Le Touquet. It was a fine day
and the sea was calm; we ate our lunches overlooking
those beautiful beaches and then wandered through the
town until we found a very promising Patisserie where
we lingered for some time before the homeward journey.

Six of our members qualified for the Silver Association
Badges and these were presented at our last meeting.
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HULL BRANCH
Dorothy Mirfin

We still hold our meetings on the first Friday of each
month from February to December. Not so many of us
can get togetRRDiit{ IR EP 166 $0LsHaie oryviEsion
lot of the time was taken up by deciding which of the
many and varied 60th commemorative events during
2005 we could attend. Sixteen applications were made for
the Veterans badge and all were received in time to be
worn. Several more have been obtained since and are
being worn with pride. The main celebration was on
Veterans Day to coincide in Hull with the London events
and the ‘Silence’ with the Queen while we were in the
Hull City Square in front of the ‘Big Screen’. It was a
brilliant day, service at the Hull cenotaph and even the
TA set up a Field Kitchen in the Queens Gardens serving
bangers and mash. So many people attended, lots of
questions from younger people and the children. May
Kirby and Sheila Lawn attended the unveiling of the
Memorial to the Women of World War II but sadly Sheila
died shortly afterwards. We had a good Christmas lunch
and are averaging around 10 - 12 members at meetings
but varying health problems are making attendance
more irregular. Welcome to 2 new members: Jean
Robinson WRAF and Betty Deller WAAF. We welcome
too our new Area Chairman Maj Dot Ryder and wish Col
Cook a very well earned retirement. Already we are
anticipating our Summer Outing to the local seaside and
the N E Area Reunion in September.

Best wishes to all our members everywhere.

LEEDS BRANCH

Our year so far has been dominated by the deaths of four
very loyal members including our Chairman, May
Conley. Our first meeting in February opened with
silence to remember May Walker who had died in
January. Eight members attended her cremation in bitter
weather and a donation was sent to the Benevolent Fund
in her memory.

Christmas Lunch was declared the usual success and
further dates have been booked. Now that we have free
journeys on the buses it was decided that we have a day
out in the countryside in the summer.

In March we had further sadness at the death of Trudy
Jamieson. Five members attended the Church in Morley
after which Rosa Blewitt kindly gave us a much
appreciated afternoon tea. We sent our usual donation to
the Benevolent Fund. The gift of flowers to Secretaries in
recognition of the work they do was voted a wonderful
idea. Thank you to whoever had the idea.

In April we were truly saddened when our Branch
Founder, May Conley, lost her very brave fight against
cancer. May had been the mainstay of the Branch for
almost 40 years so it will be some time before we recover
from her loss. Miss Emily Newbould was unanimously
elected as our new Chairman- a well deserved honour.

In June, the death of another member dampened our
spirits. Elsie Hardy had come to us from Leicester, had
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integrated very quickly and helped to boost Branch
Funds by taking over the Sales Table. Our new Chairman
attended the Church Service and a collection was taken
for the Benevolent Fund.

In spite of all this sadness we have managed to take part
in the usual WRAC activities. Four members attended the
Grand Reunion in Coventry. Thank you helpers for
making it so enjoyable. Two members joined other AA
and S/L Ladies for a holiday on the Isle of Wight. The
weather could have been kinder but the trip round the
island was very good.

Four members attended the Royal British Legion
Women’s Section Conference in Blackpool. On a beautiful
summer’s day, 12 members enjoyed a wonderful lunch at
the Catering College. Four members took part in the RA
Association General Assembly in Blackpool where we
celebrated the award to Vee Robinson of a Certificate of
Commendation for her work with former members of the
ATS who served in AA Command during WW II. We
enjoyed our usual Tram Rides.

10 members were eligible for the silver 25 Years Service
Badge. These were presented by the Chairman. Our
Chairman will represent the Branch at Veterans Day in
London in June.

‘We hope to have an outing and lunch in some of the
beautiful Yorkshire countryside in August. Two members
and friends will join an expedition to Arnhem and The
Rhine Crossing in September. Twelve members will
hopefully be at Northern Area Lunch in Harrogate. Even
though we are all over 80 it still comes as a shock to lose
so many loyal members in such a short period. We are
just hoping for better times to come.

LEICESTER & NOTTINGHAM BRANCH

The year is rapidly moving on and our Christmas meal
and January theatre visit now enjoyable memories. Into
February for a talk about Tea and then in March we held
our annual Bring and Buy. This meeting was held at
another venue to see where we wanted to move.
However the outcome was that members decided that
they would prefer to stay where we have been meeting
for several years.

Then at the end of March the main event we had been
waiting for — The Grand Reunion. Twenty two members
out of the original 30 were able to attend courtesy of the
Lottery ‘Awards For All’ and what an enjoyable weekend
it was. The accommodation was excellent, the food good,
varied and plentiful and the help from the WRAC team
and the kindness shown by the University staff and the
young student helpers couldn’t be faulted. A fire alarm
interrupted our meal on Friday evening and we all had to
leave the building for a while but this didn’t spoil the
enjoyment of the evening.

Editor: see the back cover for the large photograph of
Leicester & Nottingham Branch at the Grand Reunion
Gala Dinner.

In April we had a talk and demonstration, in which we



could join, of Yoga for the nol =0 Young'! Hopefully we
will continue with the exercises to keep us supple and in
May we had a fun afternoon with a Beetle Drive,

We had no meeting planned for June but the Lotery
people gave uPBinEom pressdithF reedersion
remaining from the Grand Reunion cancellations, We
booked a coach to take us to London having applied for
tickets for the Foundera Day a1 Chelzea Hospital, The
day daemned bright and sunny and 33 members get off for
London, There were many hold ups on the M1 but our
driver Martin managed (o get us to Chelsea in bme for
us 1o take our seats at 10.30 am. To see all the Chelsea
Pensioners in their red uniforms is a wonderful sight so
smart and upright and (o show that they are in the 215t
century a number who weren't =0 mobile were zeated on
acpoters. The Guards band played before the ceremony
began and during the inspection, after which the
pensioners marched by Lady Mackenzie acting as the
Eeviewing (Mficer together with her husband the
Governor, General Sir Jeremy Mackenzie GCB OBE.

Adter the end of the parade our members made their way
into the Nattonal Army Museum next door for some light
refreshment and a look around the museum and then it
was back onto the coach for the short trip fo
Westminster Fier where we hoarded the boat for
Greenwich. A short time was spent there and then we
had a very nice tea on the boat while it took us back to
Westminster Fier, Our coach was waiting for us for the
journey back to Letcester, thanlkfully this time with no
hold-ups!

We continue to support other Associations attending
some of their lunctions and have attended this month a
special dedication of a stone set in a specially planted
group of trees in memory of Mormandy Veterans: those
who died and those surviving. This is a village named
Packington in Leicestershire.

i asad note, we have loet another member, Vere Hyde,
who hadnt been very well bul managed to get (o the
Grand Beunion. She had a fall and waz (aken into hospatal
bt eventually died. We shall miss her, Also several
members are sulfering either illness or have had falls
includimg our Chairman Doris White. We wash them all a
good recovery and look forward 1o seeing them at
meetings before (oo long.

Our AGM s October 10 and may 1 remind Annial
members subecriptions are due 1st Ociober,

LIVERPOOL BRANCH

Three of our members attended the Grand Beunion at
Warwick University which was most enjoyvable, not o
mention an adventure when we had to leave that big
dining room, We were happily listening to the hand of the
AGC, playing the songs of vesteryear, and laughing
about the strange noise fooding the room, thinking it
was meant fo be a wartime airraid siren = and then
discovered it was & fire alarml

The Liverpool gang are stll meeting monthly and are
ilad to weleome back members who have been absent

through illness. We recently had a visit from one of the
visitors from the Department of Works and Pensions, [t
was very informative about which benefits were there for
claiming and siressing that there are 20 many available
but not claimed.

In the meanwhile, we are pleased to meet up monthly
and keep up our friendship and support for each other,

LONIMIN BRANCH

We welcomed the New Year with a giass of wine and a
few nibbles at our January meeting. It was also our
Chairman's birthday which added o the celebration.

In February, we had a very enjoyable talk from Mr Eeith
Cralley about Paul Eobeson with recordings of his voice
gwving interviews and singing. In March we had to cancel
our advertised talk "Enickers & Things” which sounded
promising, But Jean Tavlor came up trumps and brought
along bwo very nice Chelsea pensioners who gave us an
insight on their day to day lfe. They very kindly donated
two tickets for their Founder’s Day on 8 June which we
raffled and the winners had a great tme.

Jean Tavor enjoys her Birthday at the Grand Keunion.
Jean thanks all those whe arranged the surprise

Our April meeting had to be cancelled but in May we
were back with our Bring & Buy which went very well,

Iriz Patterson, Dovothy Foster [Chairman wxtil 2005 wien
she moved to Leics & Notfs Branck), Stello Keowgh and
Mary Sanler
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But there is, I am sure, no doubt whatsoever that the
greatest event has been the Grand Reunion. We were
well represented as a Branch. I did not go myself but
eagerly asked for reaction. ‘It was fantastic’. ‘the music’,
‘the food’, ‘you should have been there’. Not one
but...not one Pdﬂﬂzﬁﬁﬁmﬂe&sg rel pictubéer $hen
were all too busy enjoying themselves. I must wait for the
Lioness to tell me the full story. I bet they will still be
talking about it at the AGM in the Victory Services Club
in April 2007. And I will kick myself for ever more for not
going. That’s life.

LUTON BRANCH

We started 2006 on a high after our successful reunion in
September. This continued with a very good anniversary
lunch at the Thistle once again in January. February’s
meeting saw us defeating the Association of Wrens
(again!) in our annual quiz tournament. It was only by
two points but very satisfying nonetheless.

In March we had a talk about “Tax for Recycled
Teenagers” which was interesting and informative. April
was a general meeting with a quiz (must do our
homework) and in May, Rebekah Hillman of National
Legal Services gave us some good general advice about
wills, release of equity on property, etc. Several of us
went to the Grand Reunion and we all thoroughly
enjoyed ourselves. Our June meeting consisted of a talk
by Dr Elizabeth Adey, from Luton Museum, about “Luton
at War”: again very interesting.

Forthcoming events include a local lady who runs a
hedgehog rescue and is bringing some of her inpatients
to meet us and our second annual quiz game versus the
Far East Veterans Association.

So far as is possible, we try to get speakers for free —
being a small branch. Eleri Pirie, our Treasurer, has
instigated a quarterly newsletter. This has been greatly
welcomed and has helped to establish contact with
several members who are unable to get to meetings
because of age or distance.

MARCHES & MID WALES BRANCH

In the last Newsletter I was telling you how difficult it
was to keep the Wrexham Branch running and we were
just about down to single figures with no one wanting to
take on any Branch duties. After much deliberation with
the Area Chairman and the Area Secretary, and not
wanting to lose a branch completely, the Association HQ
in Worthy Down was contacted. They sent us a list of all
members with the local postcode. Everyone received a
letter, including the Wrexham Branch ladies. Slowly the
replies came in and it became clear that there were more
members slightly further south along the Welsh border.

We found a venue in Newtown which has good road and
rail connections and held an informal meeting. This was
well supported and it was agreed that we should continue
the branch, rename it and move the meeting place to the
new venue. Marches and Mid Wales branch was duly
formed. To clarify where the Marches is, it's the English
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border counties of Herefordshire and Shropshire with
Wales. We also found that quite a number of the
members were still in fulltime employment which
precluded them from weekday afternoon meetings and
was the main reason they had not become involved
before. Our first meeting was duly arranged for the first
Saturday in March when the weather was expected to be
a bit better! However, it was freezing and it snowed quite
heavily on the Friday which meant that a couple of
members were unable to make the meeting. Nontheless,
a successful inaugural meeting was held, officers were
appointed and 22 members signed up. Summer events
have been arranged which I hope to be able to tell you
about in the next Lioness.

NEWCASTLE BRANCH

As Lioness 1/2006 was being delivered to us, we had the
very sad news of the passing on 6 March of our much
respected Secretary, Evelyn O’Neill. She was extremely
devoted to the Association and to our Branch. She had
been ill for some months and had come only occasionally
to meetings in the past year. She is much missed by all
members. However, in all these inevitably sad
happenings we still get at least 20 members every 3rd
Thursday of each month to meetings at the Companions
Club Newcastle. Although we hear of branches closing,
we are determined that ours will go on for as long as
possible. I have been Chairman for more than 15 years
and am presently Chairman/Secretary with a great
Treasurer, Molly. So with others who are willing helpers
on the day we shall cope!

Kath Smith who was mentioned in Evelyn’s last report as
having been to Edinburgh courtesy of the Not Forgotten
Association, raised £135 to sponsor Rosie Thompson in
the London Marathon. The money was raised from her
family and friends, from a collection at our last meeting
and from the male members of the Companions Club.
Editor: Rosie Thompson is the Events Organiser of the Not
Forgotten Association and always invites the WRAC
Association to their events.

Our small contingent who went to the Grand Reunion
enjoyed themselves. There were problems with train
tickets and timings etc which were overcome. Friday to
Sunday appears to be rather an awkward time to travel
by rail. We must try to avoid this in future!

By the time we have the next issue we shall hopefully
have had some sunny weather as we hope to have an _
interesting branch outing and two of us are going to the
ATS Dinner Club Lunch in London. The North East
Reunion will be underway in September also! This has
always been so ably taken care of over the years by Col
Cook and Gwyn Friday. Our grateful thanks for all their
past efforts!

Best wishes to all members and friends everywhere.

NORFOLK BRANCH

It is splendid that we are still recruiting new members,
mainly by word-of-mouth which does mean that the



neweoiner already knows someone al the meetings 1o
help them mix with us old=stagers and they very quickby
become integrated. We are always inferested to hear
detatls of their own service life and compare notes,

One of our mitiMECdm peesBomrebayersiom
hook on her own ATS activities - which included, while

she was with 31 AFV (Tanks) at Bristol - ferrying tanks
across the Channel before D-Day. Her book is called
“Sergeant” and she would be very happy to supply
copies. Her address is 44 Windmill Court, William Hooth
Koad, King's Lynn PE36 4XP

Another of pur members, Mrs Maisie Harradine, visiting
her daughter in Canada had been asked to speak to a
local school about her expenences of “Wartime in
England”. Unknoen to baisie the gicdds had taped her
story, prnted it and sent her a copy which she read Lo us
al a meeting, o our pleasure,

Al another meeting an historian pave a graphic sccount
of “offHthe-record” dedails about the WAV T Batile of the
somme. Several members had fathers, uncles, involved
i that terrible time and e answerad many questions
fronm therm.

Norfolk and Suffolk ve-wnite at the Grand Resnion,
Linda Graver, Chatrman, Novfolk Branch and Liz fves,
Secretary, Suffolk Branch

Linda Graver, Joan Whittingham, Irene Warren,
Val Kemball, foan Awbery, Helen Green, Mage Freeman,
Margorie Spears and Auwdrey Juby

O course the Grand Reundon was enjoyved 1o the limit by
the members who attended and voted it the "best ever™,
Others were fortunate to have places at the rehearsal for
Founder's Day at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea where we
had our own captive Chelsea Pensioner = a gentlernan
from Cromer who had only been there two months. He
was delighted to 2ee an old friend among us — Audrey
Todd alse from Cromer — and to hear that Norfolk accent
again from us all. We rallied sufficiently from that to, four
very hot dayvs later, attend the Colonel's Review of
Trooping the Colour on Horse Guards, where we were
very impressed by the ceremonial.

Norfolk branch with their own Chelsea Pensioner — and
Charles IT!

Our next ouling s (o Sheringham and Cromer to have
lunch with those of our members living in the area who
cannot get into Norwich for meetings and whom we have
never met,

When we held our usual ceremony on May 11th at the
commemorative Plaque in Yarmouth we were very
pleased to find that the Wolverhampton Branch had at
sometime visited and placed flowers there in memory of
the girls, Also, Grimsby Branch has recently placed a
wreath, Many thanks to hoth these branches.

We send greetings to all Branches and hope that the
summer has been a memorable one for them and send
our thanks to all the staff at Headquarters who have
given us the opportunity to enjoy so many of the years
activities, We look forward to the next!

PLYMOUTH BRANCH

Earlier this vear we were saddened by the death of our
oldest attending member, Mrs Jessie Johns, A grand old
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lady sorely missed. We miss, too, the distant presence of
our Ares chairman, Margaret Cranmer, who has had to
resign due to il health. In her place, we weleome Baj
Maskens-Mclntyre who chairs Southern Area with whom
we have been amalgamated.

PDF Compressor Free Version
We all seem b have recovered from last yvear's hectic
programme for the 60th anniversary of VE/V]
celebrations, We had a trip (o Badger's Holl in September,
using 4 cars, a glorous spol on Dartmoor and the food
arid weather were gorgeous. Cur Treasurer, Mary Daviz,
affended the service in Westminster Abbey on
Remembrance Sunday with Marion and Debbie, formerty
of Plymouth but living in Felixsiowe now, In previous
years Mary has marched to the Cenotaph, abways looking
superbly smart in uniform but she decided in 2005 that
prudence was the better part of valour when
contemplating the long march in possibly dubious
weather, Well done, Mary for your many years of
amtendance and congratulations to you and Eileen Morgan
for being presented with a Certificate of Appreciation al
the AGM of the Grand Reunion in Coventry.

The local Festival of Bemembrance at the Pavilions was
well attended and the evening coneert of entertainment
from the Boval Marines, the Plymouth Pipes and Drums
and 5t Boniface Boys School Choir followed by a short
service of remembrance was g great success. Cur
Christmas luncheon at 5t Aubyn's Masonic Hall, Stoke,
was, a5 usual, excellent and our raffle was very popular,
We were very pleased that our oldest attending member,

&

Ruth Jennings, Eileen Morgan, Mary Dauvis

=

Jennie Stimpson, Margaret Smith, Betty Freak,
Evon Roberts

a2

Jessie Johns, was able (o come, despite being quite il
Maureen, her daughter, brought her, cheenly sitting in
her wheelchair. She had been determined that she would
attend and zhe had a lovely Gme. Sadly, that was our last
date with her az she died in January. Ten of us attended
her funeral and her family made us very welcome at the
reception held at the Eoval Fleet Club, They alzo donated
very generously towards the Benevolent Fund and to our
own funds too 20 that we can have a bit of a knees up in
Jessie's memory in the summer, We plan to go to Truro
in September fo see some of our members in Cormwall,

We had a lovely time at the Grand Reunion, We went to
Coventry by coach, door to deor, We didn’t put our trust
in ‘letting the train take the strain’ though we hear that
they wore actually running welll Thank vou all and also
many thanks to our kind benefactor who enabled the
committee to give us a very generous subsidy on the
whaole package. As a bonus our Chairman, Jennie, was
able to see her son, Peter, and hiz family who live near
the campus,

We welcome 4 new members; Mrs Margaret Bennetts,
ex=-ATS; Ms Mavureen MeLean, ex-WRAL, Miss Gall
Meager, ex-WERAC and Mrs Edna Shone, ex-ATS.
Happily, Margaret is able to see us regularly but Edna
lives oo far away to come to meetings and Maureen and
(il are working girls and will come to meetings when
possible.

Our honorary member, Cpl Kelly Mewbound has
received a Commendation for the excellent job she did
while serving in Iraqg recently, procuring vital supplies
from depats around the world to keep the army's fleet of
anti-=muggling patrol boats in operational order, We are
very prowd of her and the following was taken from a

local newspaper:

HEROICS |
EAR

Povvared for
soldier who
trved Swpers

KELLY
HONOUR

Kelly Newbound is a Carporal in the Royal Logistics
Corps and recently has been serving in Iraq with 26
Engineer Kegt as supply controller. She was responsible
for making sure that the Army's fleet of patrol boats was
fully equipped and ready for patrol duties in order to
combat the smuggling of oil, fuel and weapons. Kelly was
in charge of the whole boat account which is usually a
job for 2 ranks higher. Daily, Kelly and her fellow soldiers
faced snipers and the risk of car bombs.

Eelly Iives im Plymstock, a neighbour of Mary, our
Treasurer, and Kelly comes to our meetings when she
can spare the tme when on leave. She has told us all



about service in Kosovo, Croatia, Bosma, Canada, Austria
az well az [rag, Kelly plays Hockev for the National Army
Team as a goal keeper and enjovs many other sports.

We have heen invited to Bristol for the Southern and
South West AR rsSenTHr dovMersion
members are looking forward to meeting old and new
friends,

LContact telephone numbers are;

Ruth Jennings, Secretary 01752 363118
Betty Mitchell, Assistant Secretary 01752 3458632

ROCHDALE BRANCH

We still have a thriving branch even if some of the
metmbers are no longer able to pel o meetings, Three
members made it (o the Grand Beuanon and had a super
Lirme! ‘

The bombing tragedy in London last July meant that only
one member attended the unveiling of the Memorial o
the Women of World War I1. However, she had a
marvellous fime, The Roval Artillery Associabion reunion
in Blackpool was enjoyed by two of our “Lady Gunners”
and mwore of us hope to g0 next vear,

(i 30 May, ten members and friends travelled to London
in @ mini-cogch primarily to see the Memorial to the
Women of Workd War 11, Also, we had been invited (o the
Houses of Parliament by the MP for Rochdale, Mr Faul
Fowan, so we decided to combine the two, Parliament
wils ot sitting so our guide was able to take us into the
House of Lords as well as the House of Commons - a
real treat.

hi the Terrace of the Paloce of Weshminster

LR D Hunbbach, L Lawders, M Whitham, E Finnegan,
Maris, 8 Lewts, E Brooks (hidden), | Goddard,

M Schofield (seated). Pawl Rowan MP af rear,

After a delicious lunch, Paul took us to Whitehall and we
were giite awestruck by the first sight of the Memorial.
However, we struggked to take photographs because the
trees on the near side were casting such a heavy shadow,

I regret to say that we have recently lost two of our
members, Margaret Bottley waz in her nineties when she
died in May and was a Life Member. She reached Sgt in

thee ATS. Also a Spt was Miss Manorie Bevnolbds who
died in June and was an Annual member,

SALISBURY BRANCH

Another hall vear report from a very happy Branch!! We
enjoved the Christmas Lunch at the Roval British Legion
and also the Bring and Buy which became an Auction in
January.

The February meeting was “Call My Bluff* when Sue
and Larry Skeats and David Harris brought a number of
old implements with them and they each gave a different
definition of the object and what it was used for. We had
to guess who was telling the truth! Thirza Sillick and
Veronica Daodkins waon a most enjoyable quiz,

Jill Trainor, Alyson Ogden, with Sue & Larry Sheats and
David Harris

In March, our visitor was the 745th Mayor of the City of
New Sarum, Pairick Paisey. Being an ex-RAF man he was
delighted to be at our meeting. He brought his robes
with him and duly made Suzanne Gordon a Lady
Mayoress for the morning?! We learnt a lot about the
history of the city and the traditions still carried on today,

New “Lady Mayoress” Suzanne Gordon with Patrick Paisey

Ohur next event was a visit to “Milestones™, Hampshire's
Living History Museum at Basingstole, A most
interesting day, Twa of our members attended the Grand
Reunion in Coventry and according to Jill Trainor it was
the hest ever!!
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For our May meeting we had lunch al a Chinese
Restaurant in Salisbury, A first' for our branch but a
good bme was had by all. Let us hope for a good zummer
with better weather for our garden party thiz year,

We were all sRDke ressaindérdeV énsion
members, Barbara Taunton towards the end of last vear.
Barbara had been President for many yvears and will be

greathy missed.,

SHROPSHIRE BRANCH

Greetings to all our friends and association members
everywhere,

We start our report on a sad note this time. Since last
December, 4 of our members have passed away, [sobel
Scof Mills, Irene Beecham, Chnis Grigg and Joan Purcell.
Chris and Joan were two of the founder members of our
branch and stablwart workers for years, We do miss them
all.

We had our Christmas Party in December with Graham
Jones providing music on the organ. Because we don't
send Christmas cards {o cach other, we sent a donation
of £25 to "The Severn Hospice” instead.

In February we attended The Roval Army Service Corps
Aszociation's Church Service in Shrewsbury for the
Taying up” of their old Standard. Afterwards we enjoved
avery appelizing buffel at the Perkins Club and
recruited a pew member 1o our Branch at the same time,

fr Nancy, Hilda, Jean, Beryl

Thanks to "Awards For All', we had another very pleasant
day out in March, We went by coach to London, to see
the ‘Memorial to all Women of WW IT. After lunch
together, we wenl our separate ways (o 2ee the sights of
London including the London Eve.

We had mixed feelings about the Memorial. [ would he
intereated to know which people are represented by each
item of uniform/clothing depicted on the Memorial.

5till in March, we invited members of the local REME
Association branch to an evening out at Horsehay Golf
Centre, We had a buffet, horse racing and entertainment
by “leans Girls™ who were dressed in RAF 40's style
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uniform. They performed sketches and zang WW 11
songs, We all enjoyved a very happy evening. Our Aftic
Sale in April raised £20.

What can we say about the “(Grand Reunion®? It was
fantastic, evervthing, and everyone there, made it a
memuorable, exceptional, and sometimes quite moving
accagion. We knew we were on to a winner when we had
a date with “Jack Martin” every night! (The name of our
accommaodation block).

Shropshive Branch af the Wales and West Reunion

In May, we had a coach outing to “The March Hare” in
Wores — no, we weren't mad — the Carvery Lunch was
gpood and the journey through the Cotswolds was very

scenic, We called at a very large Garden Centre on the

way back where vou could obtain anvthing, even black

onion martmalade!

Also in May, we braved the elements, donned our
fluorescent jackets, and became ‘marshals’ for a day to
help pupils from ‘Orleton Park School” to do their final
“Fun up the Wirekin", (our lovely local hill). It was a hit
like being on manoewvres in a very strong wind, The
Hog Roast after was very tasty. All in aid of Charity -
‘Hope House',

Some of our members will be going to the Victory
Services Club, for the ATS Dinner Club Lunch in June.

We are very pleased to welcome 2 new members bo our
branch. They are; Mrs Hilda Clements née Letch from
Shrewsbury, (recruited at the RASC Church Service).
Hilda was in ATS Provosty, with 21st Armay Group, France,
Belgium and Germany during WW IL Also we welcome
young(l Miss Sandra Davies, ex-WRAC from Dawley.
Sandra was in 68 5qn, Bheindahlen, Germany.

We wish evervone a happy and healthy fubure, If vou are
in our area, do call and 2ee us. We meet on the 1st
Wednesday of each month al Haywood /Lonsdale Court,
Community Boom, Glebe Street, Wellington, between 2
and 4 pr.

SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH
Heflo to all our friends far and wide. January started off

with a Bring and Buy sale which was very busy and noisy
but good fun, In February we decided a trip down



memory lane might be interesting and members gave a
five minute chat on some of their wartme exploits. Some
were funny and all were very entertaining, even if poor
Vera Welam had to celebrate the end of the war by
drinking her champagne out of & jam jar! The evening
was so populaPiBl™ € dmipresseoi iFvee Wension
MMarch meeting as there were so many who wanted o
Lake part.

Lynn Jenkins, Secrelary, Jean Doe, Chairman and
Margaret Woodhead, Treaswrer at the Vietory celehrations

We are thinking of changing our branch name to the
Hip/Knee Op Branch as we have had so many of them
lately. Jean Doe our illustrious Chairwoman and Florrie
Gzroves both had Hip replacements on the same day.
Audrey Boyee had hers done a few weeks earlier with
Pauline Keane chipping in with a knee op just after them,
Al of them are almost ully recovered now and we expect
them all 1o run a marathon in the near fnture,

Aprl was our Annual Dinper and our puests were Col
and Mrs Brows, Begimental Colonel of the AGC, May
Jane Freebairn and Maj Mack. The General Secretary
presented Certificates of Appreciation to some of our
members, so guests do come in handy don't they!
Editor: A very pleasurable duty b perform! Hazel
Hutchins, Avdrey Bovee, Pegey Sorley and Gail Langton
were the recipients of the cerlificates and well deserved
oo, They work in the background getting on with things,
s0 jt's nice to give some recognition to these generally
unsung herses. The evening was a fantastic success and
everyone had a great time, | wasn't even on a charge for
spilling Jane's glass of wine in the excitement of winning
the raffle prize. On 19 April we visited the Royal Hospital
at Chelzea and combined that with a look in on the
Mational Army Museum next door. 1 was a most
memorable day with a full coach thanks to a co-
coordinated venture with Beryl Allinson who iz also a
member of the Southampton branch of The Boval Signals
Asgociation. The memories of the visit to the National
Army Museum and the conducted tour of the Boval
Hospital by Paddy Fox {an old friend of John's {him
indoors]) is something which will stay with s for quite
some time. If you haven't yet thought of a visit [ can
definitely say that it is worth the effort of making the
time to go there and girls they are starting to let ladies
live in the Royal Hospital once they have enough
applicants, Just think of it -12 ladies amongst all those
Chelsea Pensioners.

In May, Joan Holloway's 63rd Wedding Anniversary
codnciced with the actual evening of our meeting. Peggy
Sorley's Bith Birthday was later in the month, but we
celebrated both occasions at the meeting. Everyone
brought a plate of nibbles and Gail had baked a beaotiful
celchration cake.

At our June meeting we had Pat Cally from the Veterans
Apency o give us a talk on the work they carry out It
witg very informative and i8's good to know who to get n
touch with i anyone needs help or advice,

Margarel Barham carrying Southamplton Branch
Standard ot Weymouth Veterans Day

Cruring July we are sending a mini bus full of our finest to
attend the Southern Area Reunion, We are also
organising a trip to Portamouth for those who feel like
braving the area's latest attraction “The Spinnaleer
Tower”. We are playing the deciding match of skittles
agrainst the Roval Signals in August and we have a visit in
September from the local Fire Rescue Service. Some of
our ladies are quite looking forward to that wondering
how many young firemen are coming to visit.

[t is with great sadness that | report the passing of one of
our founding Branch members, Sadic Mias on the 12th
June. Sadie was a great contrbutor all the way through
her time at the Branch and was very proud of the
Certificate of Appreciation that she received for her past
services bo the branch. She will be sorely missed.

More of the Southampion Branch adveniures in the next
ediion. Look after vourselves and each other. All the
bzt

STAFFORD BRANCH

Chur meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the
maonth and we continue to alternate our meetings
hetween a social outing one month and a more formal
meeting the next. A diary of our monthly activities can be
found on the Association website. Sadly we have recently
lost two of our members, Mrs Doris Mee and Miss
Marion Henshall. Doris served in the ATS as a clerk
during 1592-1945 her maiden name was Talbol Marion
served in the WRAC as a waitress during 1950-1952,
They will be sadly missed,



The Stafford Branch was started in April 1965 — 41 years
ago. Many of the original ladies are still members of the
branch and in recognition of their contribution to the
branch/association the committee decided to present
each of the following members with & long service badge.
PDF Compressor Free Version

Gold Badge  Daphne Jervis srace Hulchinson  Muricl Lakin
401+ yeary Lincda Bald [halpie Lewis Win Pani

Silver Badge Gwen Bardef] FPhivlles Heardemare  Vern Faollkener
25+ ypears Eath Melabe Edie Bayoer Bty Wilshaw
Mary Wilkinsom  Fear] York

[ don't have a current photograph of all of our members
but [ thought vou might like to know a itle aboat oar
ATS ladies — army style. Many of these ladies helped to
establish the Stafford Branch way back in 1965, All have
supported the branch, and the Association, throughout
the last 41 vears, Please note that the combined ages of
these 35 wonderful ladies iz a stagpering 2,829 yvears,
Can your branch beat that?

ProassEr Caplt GwenSiead Adgriam 193s 052 s Bardel
WARRE Cpl Batlikeen Kepe Chirk 1040 AS  Wlrs Henolanis
Wy I Frearl Hughes ¥ 1043-71088 M York

W EEATT | Cibendaes Gerpch Radar GEC 1940188 Mrs Lovomn
Wraklks  Cpl Joom SherwCoerpigh Clerb/FTT IHMILIDSS M Higlins

W/ RERE Me Pbanica Herne Predicior 1941198 Mrs Baker
WrslE™h Ll Payilis Pearge Predactar 1547-15945  Kirs Bessdsmnne
W/HETD 5 Mary Firch L. Badar 100 1-15845  Wirs Wilkinson
Woerdsh  Cpl Heity Trera Flaer B4 18401945 Rirs Wilshaw

WOLLLERL S Pvie Huslard Ele Ak k14115 M Bvane
WS WOH  Kathlern Keeney  Poting Offcer 19401558 Mrs MicCabe

Wollsh i My Lk 19421945 Nrs Hirmaer
W/ P Jesa Sallrean Preditor 1M1 M Poole
Wil Pe Ihris Talbest Clerk 19421945 Mrs blen
WikRDE  fo A Bl Heyta, R

Pl 192145 M Siurlaed
WMo Cpl Sybll Bruy UderCpemor  TH2 1946 Mrs Hembrow
WeHaEn  Opl [hrie Elkin St Tips 12145 W= Silkin
WO LOp Marjorie Watson  Hetipm Clerky 1HE-1HT s Posel]
W FESNL  Ba Jewtn Pilion Hedar 19421946 Mrs Duios
WoiEEss Ol Marpare! Moon  Typisl 1A Wi Acister
WiksSHE Sn Winidred Kenredy Serewoman 12196 Mrs Plant
WrERTs e Db Bramad s Facdas Opy' ey 1594215940 Wrs Lowis
wiiars Ol Marjerse Brookes  Bicerds Clerk 192-1%5  Mra Sealon
W= Re Bhoda Doenan aEC 13196 Mrs Tavior
W/inER P Vird Pepdien Featwinaa,

Fation Stores 92195 Mrs Falkeer
WiRHEE P Einale Chlehpsier BV Drbver 19020945 Wirs Ball
WM Sp [hgrhies: Prier Wirdless Op  [M3—— Mrd Jervin TTH
PAEIS My [gihee Jereie TN TA et LT}
WiAnsEE P My MEdward Cherk 1581545 Wrs Hstics
WL Opl Pelyrie] Parker FAO Chimk 14187 Mrs Lahin
WS e Mererel Nesdmads  Clerk g 1T Mrs Molloy
WiEIEETY L Eharvithy Hdlia PT Ok P 1T Mrs Nowios
W/ HHE P Grace Exley Clert; 4210 P15 Mrs Huachinasss
WiENA Pe Jean Thurshy Chitrs M=

Wikl rris P15 Mes Bind
WiENT Lo e Balard Teephonisi  PNE1951  Mre Hovard

Editor; [ieas sent this st last vear bt could wot {1 it info
the last Lioness, [ apologize iF there are 2l lndies named
above who sadly are no longer with us, However, [ thought
that 1 would leave the izt tntact ard sef i a2 g challerge fo
ather Branches!

O behalf of the Stafford branch 1 would ke to say what
a GRAND Grand Beundon it was, Diespate the fire alarm
and the mass evacuation we had a really great Lo as
you can see as we posed for the camera, The location =
the car park,

O 27 April 2006 we celebrated our 4158 anniversary with
a Feoiirse lunch at the local college, (We always seem 1o
be eating, it muzt be the weather.) With us was Rossiti,
the daughter of Doris Mee who often browght Doriz to
the Christmas or anniversary lunch and has becormes a

G

fricnd to us all. You can see from the pholograpgh how
much we enjoved the lunch.

Back: Marjorie Powell and Muriel Lakin
Front: Joan Higgins, Dotty Havden, Ann Deakin and Bdith
Seabrook

From l-r; Muriel Lakin, foan Poole, Vera Faulkner,

Awnn Degkin, Betty Wilshaw, Ada Sturlend, foan Higeins,
Mariorie Powell, Glen Lovenz, Rozsita, Grace Hulchinson
and Elsie Howard

ULSTER BRANCH

The Ulsser Branch held its AGM in Lisburn Hoyal British
Legion building in September following a most enjovahle
lunch in Fizarelli's Bestaurant. However, the occasion
was tinged with sadness as Bell Hannan, a dearly loved
member, had recently passed away. During the meeting,
the committee were re-elected, bul we had 2 new
appointments — Mrs Rae Halley was elected as Hon
Treasurer and Mrs Jean Hopper as Hon Secretary. The
members thanked the outgoing Treasurer and Secretary
for their dedicated work during previous years.

On Eemembrance Day, Mrs Dorothy Wraieht, the
Assistant Secretary laid the branch wreath on the War
Memonal. Dorothy's work behind the scenes i also
always greatly appreciated.

As numbers dwindbe, it was decided o ind a new, less
expensive venue for the February Reunion Lunch, We
fnally decided on Beechlawn House Hotel in Dunmurry
and the meal was absolutely wonderful, Diets were soon
forgotten, particularly when the tempting desseris were
produced. The hotel staff was able (o facilitate our lirle
‘Bring and Buy sale’ prior to the meal and the members



were unanimous that Beechlaen should be the venue for
future reanion lunches,

With regard to our summer outing in May, we again
decided to opt for a less expensive coach company and
we were very R @lpdpYessoraFlr eeviieasion
L1060 by zimply "shopping around’, Our outing was to the
breathtaking Kingdom of Mourne, one of the most
picluresgue areas in our beautiful country, Our Grst slop
was in Newcastle where we had coffee, then on round
the coast to Kilkeel where we had a sumptuoos lanch in
the Kilmorey Arms Hotel. As we had some time on hand,
we travelled to the Quays Shopping Centre in Mewry
where we enjoved some ‘retail therapy’. The weather was
kind to us and it certainty was a day to remember. There
was simply a gea of smiling contented faces when
boarding the bus for home.

For our AGM in September 2006 we are again planning a
new and exciling venue and we also hope Lo discuss
some entertainment prior to Christmas which would
probably take the form of a meal and theatre show in
Belfast. Although our numbers are low it would be really
nice to have a ‘get together” in the joyful festive season.

WILMSLOW BRANCH

The members of Wilmslow Branch send you greelings
and good wishes, We confinue (o hold our meetings al
the Brtish Legion on the frst Thursday of the month at

one o'clock and welcome anyone who wishes to join us,

We are glad to welcome back Kath Owen after a long
absence She was taken ill last year while on holiday in
Europe and has been very poorly but her husband has
brought her to our last two meetings.

Four of us went to the Grand Eeunion at Coventry and
had a marvellous time, it was all wonderful. Saturday
night especially was a night (o remember. We must have
surprised the young people when they saw these mature
ladies having a jolly good bme singing and dancing to
tuneful music.

We travelled to Coventry by National Express and on the
way called at Wolverhampton to allow some.people to
alight. While the driver was getting their luggage out,
pie of our members went in 2earch of a loo, We thought
the coach would be stopping there for a short Gme bul
the driver boarded the coach again and set off We said
one of our friends would be back m a few minutes but he
would not wait, Mow what was going to happen?
Meanwhile our friend decided it would take too long to
find the loo, made her way back to the coach to find it
gone, However, being a well travelled lady, she didn't
panic but went to the office, told the tale and said we
were all on one ticket which she didn't have! She was
soon on another coach which waz calling at Birminghain
where we were o change (o the coach which woulbd take
us o Covenlry. The National Express lady at
Birmingham listened to our tale and was most kind and
helpful. She found out what was happening, told us
where to wait and before long we were reunited with our
friend. All's well that ends well and we were soon on our
way to Coventry and a very happy weekend.

July will see us at our 12th Birthday lunch back at our
usual hotel, It had been decided (o have our Christmas
Linch nearer hoirme az transport had become somewhat
of a problem. Bul we much prefer our ariginal kotel so
we will find some way of getting there = we weren't in
the army all tho=e yvears for nothing.

We are making plans to visit the National Memorial
Arboretum in July for the unveiling of the ATS statue.
The Wilmslow and District Lions Club have very kindly
promized us the use of a coach with driver. While there
we hope to visit other 2ite= which are of interest (o us
zuch as the Ack Ack site and Lo meet up with our
member who now lives in Wales

How lovely it iz to see photographs of wartime weddings
and then later photographs of Golden and Diamond
anniversaries. We wish all these couples much happiness.

Sadly, in January, we lost ane of our faithful members,
Ellen Trimble née Johnston. We miss her very much as
ghe was a lovely lady, always saw the best in people,
never complained although she had been through quite a
few operations and was a truly Christian person. We all
went to her funeral service and felt very sad indeed to
say Goodbye to a true friend.

We send our good wishes to all our friends and especially
by our frend in Australia,

WINCHESTER BRANCH

The frst event of the vear for the branch s our post
Christmas meal in a local Chinese Restaurant. I is always
well attended and we managed 15 members and our new
Area Chairman Maj Mazkens-MacIntyre, Parking was a
bit fraught but evervone got there in the end = the long
walk from the car park guite stimulating,

Because of the Grand Reunion, we decided not to have a
meeting in March but a request to have a pub meal was
taken up at the end of February, Unfortunately being a
lunch time most members were unable to attend, also

*'_ "‘i_‘_-' -.'.:J._ ;' e
Muaggie Gardiner ard Beth Todd
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unfortunately Elaine who had requested the meal had (o
cancel at the last moment because of a problem at home.
Sl there were 10 of us at the meal 6 of whom were
branch members.

The end of MPD E2€ bnhpressoatiBred Ve pion
Coventry. Having taken the trouble to gel 8 mini busg

organised it had to be cancelled because people decided
to go by car, Luckily we were not charged for the
cancellation and Beth kindly agreed to dove the 3 of us
o Coventry, It was an evenltful trip because we mizsed
the exit and ended up on the outskivts of Birmingham =
nothing o do with my map reading more of a junction
that did not exist!! We all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves
and we even managed to recruit 8 new Branch member
at the event,

s

—=e - & ___.-—ll .
Rowena Griffiths — Parade Comd runs out of space!

How can | finish without mentioning the llustrious
Lioness Quiz Team? After several yvears of being very
cloze, this vear they sctually won the Aldershot branch of
the Royal Signals Association Annuval Quiz. Well done to
Sue Westlake, Jane Freebairn, Alizon Schofield and
Lynne Marsh.

WEYMOUTH & PORTLAND BRANCH
Sadly, we have lost two of our long-standing members

during the past vear: Barbara Collison who had recently
moved home to Tarrant Keyneston and although unable
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to attend meetings she kept in touch and joined us for
ouir annual lunch and other social functions, She is
sorrowiully missed by all. Doreen Kelly attended most
imeetings and functions and bad been booked to go the
Crand Heunion. She was a great raveller and
accompanied her great friend, Doreen Swann. As they
shared a Christian name they were known as “Kelly™ and
“Swannie”, Kellv's infectious laughter will be sadly
migsed at our meetings,

Another of our long standing members, Jane Wicks, has
moved away from our area and now lives in Warminster

where she and her hushand hope to settle for some time
to come, He is in the Army.

However, we have welcomed Jan Duffil a new member of
the Association and Nora Carr who transferred from
Baolton in July 2005. Unfortunately, Nora had a bad fall
and is unable to travel about at the moment, but hopes to
join us at one of our meetings shortly.

Branch Treasurcr, Edna Moore, told us about her days in
the “93rd"” on the searchlights “Lighting up the Sky". It
always seemed to be cold when on duty and break Gmes
with a cup of tea were very much looked forward Lo,
Edna attended the Ack Ack Beunion in July 2004 about
which many of vou will have read in a previous Lioness,

Mr John Townsend gave us a very interesting and
informative talk entitled "“Walking Sucks™ (zome of our
ladies already use these), He explained that he walks the
hedgerows and collects the branches after which he
ireats them with water and heat before straightening
them out. He then addz the handle which can take the
form of an animal or a plain crook. He brought with him
a variety of sticks which the ladies tried out for size.

Councillor Brian Ellis talked to us above “The Meaning
of Service”, both military and civilian. He covered most
aspects, including not only paid work, but volunteer work
as well, It seems that our whaole life 15 made up of
“service” of one kind or another,

Joan Young told us aboutl her exciting and enjovable tour
of duty in Aden. 1§ was here that she met her husband, so
she has fond memories of that ime. Sybaa Prior broughit
along some more of her musical boxes to the amusement
of all members. As usual, they provided a lof of fun
especially the clowns,

M

Fiewing the Goovdies



WRAC SNCOs DINNER

It is intendeg 911;1(;3

g %‘i{éﬁﬁﬁgeﬁ%%%r be held in the WOs' and Sgts’ Mess at Royal Marine

Barracks, Chivenor, Barnstaple, North Devon on Saturday 28 October 2006 at 1930 hrs for 2000 hrs.
Cost of the evening will be £35 which will include a four course meal as listed with a vegetanan
option, port, disco and wine. There will be a limited amount of accommodation (if you are prepared
to double up) in the Mess and there is the Barnstaple Hotel which is 4 miles away with leisure

facilities, call them direct on 01271 376221.

Bookings and queries to Maria Power on 01237 477616. The earlier you make your intention to
attend known the better, but the cut off date is Thursday 28 September 2006,

23 o
MENU

STARTER,

SEA FOOD TERRINE WETH LIME DRESSING
SERVED ON A BED OF MIXED LEAVES

S

MAMN COURSE
CHICKEN SUPREME F1LLED WITH TPRESH

HERB SEASONING SERVED WITH PORT
AND REDIUCURRANT SAUCE

WIXED ROOT VEGETABLES

ROAST POTATOES
NEW POTATOES

DESSERT

PAVLOVA
SERVED WITH PRESH DOUBLE CREAM

FEEREE

STILTON, BRIE AND MATURE CHEDDAR,
SERVED WITH CHEESE BISCUITS
COFPEE AND MINTS

To: Marna Power

The Hallles

Mines Road

Bictadord

Marth Devon EX39 482

NER RE

| would like to attend the WRAC SMCO Dinner on
Saturday 28 Oclober 2006 and enclosa a chequa to the
value of £35.00,

* | dofdo not require a vegetaran meal,

* 1 wnllfwill not ba travelling by car
My car details ars;
ek ancd el s e i A e s e

CobOUr......omaeeerererses

Repgistration No. ..o

* | would like accommodation and am willing to share!
| will make my own accommodation arrangaments

* Delete as appropriats




THE VETERANS AGENCY

PDF Compressor Free Version
WHO IS A VETERAN?

The werd "Veteran' cften conjures up a particular image -
that of our oider generation who served so magnificently 5
WL However, anpone who saerved in W Forces,
regaraiess af whan, how lang for and whether ir conflict or
peacelima & by definition a vetaran, 1| you were in the
navy, army or air force, even for one day, you are a veleran
and as such can acceas a vast network of suppaort snd
guidance.

HOW CAN THE VETERANS AGENCY
HELP YOU?

‘\feterans Agency is the focal point withim the Ministry of
Dadance for providing Ires information and advice on
mzued of concern to all veterans and thedr families.
‘Whaever vour enguiry, whether i De accessing service
records, finding out about entitterment to a War Pansion,
health concerns or any othes mswe, the Velesans Agency is
hera to help. I we can't help on the spot, we ars
positionsd at the heart of & wide network of support
dedicated to halping ex-Sarvicerman and women and thair
families, By working in close parnership with ex-Senvice
organisations, War Pensions Committess and other
volurtary groups and statulory bodies we can poaint you in
the right direction for sound practical assistance. To
access e wealth of support on offer simiply call the
Waterans Agency Helpling on:

FREEPHONE: 0800 169 2277

Vaterans Agency @150 administers the \War Pension and
Armed Forces Compensation Schemes and manages a
wdlare sarvice through a redwark of 25 regional offices

War Pengions
‘fou may be antitled to a pension or compensation
payment. Call the Helplice now i you think yau have a
medical condition caused or meds worse by your sarvica
in HM Armed Forces

The Armied Forces Compensation Schema
Since & Apeil 2005, the new Armed Forces Compensation
Echeme provides a simple and qusck means af
compensating Senice {and Ex-Sanvice) personnead for
liness ar injury sustained as & result of thelr Service ife.

A HOME VISIT
Wherewer you live in the UK, one of our dedicated walfzre
mAanagears can Wissl you in your komea on reqeest. They can
provide fage-to-face help on igswes such as statulony
benafits, health, training, employment and housing
FIMD US OM THE INTERMET

Faor furthesr inform@ation on Vatarans Agency, visit our
webaite wivw. veleransagency, mod.uk

GIFT AID DONATIONS IN RESPECT OF
THE WRAC ASSOCIATION
(Reg No 206184)
“including
THE ATS AND WRAC BENEVOLENT
FUND

Since 6 April 2000, Deeds of Covenant
have been replaced by Gift Aid as means

of giving to charity.

@ if you are a UK Taxpayer, you can make
a Gift Aid Declaration when you make a
donation to charity. By making such a
declaration, the receiving charity can
reclaim any tax you have paid on you
donation. This will give the Association
or the Benevolent Fund an extra 28p for
every £1 you donate.

e Gift Aid Declarations may be written or
given orally over the telephone.

@ If your circumstances change and you
no longer pay tax on your income
and/or capital gains at least equal in
amount to the tax that the charity
reclaims, you should cancel your
declaration.

@ You can cancel the declaration at any
time simply by notifying us that you
wish to do so. If an oral declaration is
cancelied within 30 days from the date
on which written confirmation is sent, it
will be as if the oral declaration had
never been made.

@ |f you are a high rate taxpayer, you can
claim further tax refief in your Self-
Assessment Tax Return.

@ If you are unsure whether or not your
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax relief,
please contact the Association HQ on
01962 887570 or ask your local tax
office for leaflet IR 113 Gift Aid.

@ Piease notify the Association HQ of any
change of address.




ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION REMINDERS

Are you an IINE GompERessor Exee Versipn

runs out at the and of September, if vou belong to a
geggraphical Branch, please give your subscription
rervwal 1o your Secretary or Treasurer in good tEme. if
you belong te Headgquarters Branch, send your
subscription direct to! WRAC Association, AGC
Centre, Worthy Down, Winchester 021 2RG.

Cheques should be made payvable 1o WRAC
Association and arve as s0on as possiole after 1
Octobar.

i = very important that you renaw your membsarship n
good fime, IFf you keave it oo late, you will not receive
your Lipness at the right time and it will cost mora in
raney and ime to update youwr membership records
accordingly and to post out your Lioness.

PLEASE HELP US TO ENSURE YOUR
MEMBERSHIF IS KEPT UP TO DATE

P.5. Why nol become a Life Member and then you
will not need to worry about renewing your
subscription each year? A bargain at £50. You
could ask your family and friends to club together
and buy it for your Christmas or Birthday.

WANTED - LADIES
SSAFA FORCES HELP NEEDS YOU!

The Soldiers, Saifors, Alrmen and Families Association
- Forces Help (SSAFA Forces Halp) noed you.

The Charity exists to serve ampones who is, or has been
it the Armed Forces, Resarves and TA, They and their
families can call on us for the rest of their llves, Mo
than 14 million pecpla in the UK today are eligible for
our help, good advice and friendship.

More than B0,000 call on us each year and a mach
greater demand k= anticipated in the future, Cur army
of 7,500 volunteers cover evary village, town and city.

If you like being part of a very important team, please
volunteer, Training i given and all out-of-pockat
expenses are paid. You tell s how much time you can

spare,

Your help coukd provide many of your comrades with
a much better qualkity of life. The work is imrmerdsaely
reswvarding.

Pleass contact: Ann Needla
Branch Recruitment Officar
18 Quesn Elizabeth Streat
LOMDON SE1 2LP
Telophone: 020 T463 9223

HAVE YOU MOVED RECENTLY
OR
ARE YOU ABOUT TO MOVE?

PLEASE let us have your new address as
soon as you can and help us to reduce the
number of Lioness magazines which are
returned undeliverad,

FIRST LINE AND POST CODE
OF OLD ADDRESS

NEW ADDRESS

Send to; WRAC Association, AGC Centre,
Worthy Down, WINCHESTER S021 2RG.




APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

PDF Compressor Free Version

To the General Secretary
The WRAC Association
AGC Centre, Worthy Down,
Winchester, Hampshire
S021 2RG

| wish to join the WRAC Association as a Life Member and enclose £50
cheque

OR
| enclose £5 cheque for Annual Membership, which is in payment

of the first annual subscription up to the 31 October

Date: ... SIGNALUIE: ...ttt e e

All cheques must be in sterling and made payable to “The WRAC Association”
Subscriptions include Lioness
Overseas members are asked to contribute an extra £3.50 a year to cover postage of Lioness

Please complete this form in BLOCK LETTERS

ATS/WRAC/TAVR Army Number: ......ccccocvrviicreirernceceeenccccccceene Last Rank Held: ......cccriiiiireerierccccmmcenee s
(Present Rank if still serving)

MissS/Mrs/Ms: ......cccveireenannnns LT T= T 0 1= P
LTIV Z= T 2 T2 = 1 1= 3PV
Surname When ServiNg: ....c.ccoviercesscsmenmmmncrernmererasesrreres e s ere e Date of Birth: ...t r e e

AAAress fOr COrmeSPONUENCE: ....cciiiiiiiiircrrcmsresesenrimrtnrrnrrree et err et e tasretsrassessenasassasssssansassssstmennanstnssssssessensensansasansnnnens

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

Post Code: ......cceiereiccnnnas E-mail: ..coorirrerrecnencerrrnrr e s Telephone NO: ....ooimrcriiiniinre e
UNItS AUIING SEIVICE! ettt st irnersassassssssnsssenssasssnssssssnssssesssssssssnsrenres et et sanesnanesansansanneseeseessasesasssesnanssassnnsans

Date of ENrolment:....... . rence s rem e ssene e e s e e rmen s Date of Release: ......cccoieeviiemreeerriresicrneiceenesirenassennes

DIECOTALIONS: ....coiiirieiiieniiremiirinmeervesermssrreasstasssremssrrsnsttansssensseranssennssasssssensstannsssasssnesssstansssessnnsenserssnsernassernessenanssrennassnnnns




We had our Chostmas Party al which membens brought
along food amd presents. Cur photoeraph shows Pep
McElwaine, Mane Lawrence, Necia Trent and Edna
Moore viewing the poodies before the feast. A glass of
wirte was on hand to wash down the feod, with coffes and
soft drinks alp DI réssonilicer Verdion
raffle prizes at this function and all members received at
least one item to add to their Christmas Stocking.

Chur Secretary has been kept busy since her return from
working away. Firstly, we applied for a Lottery Grant to
take ten of our members to the Grand Reunion. 4 lot of
palaver, but warth it in the end as we were granted
monies for the accommaodation and the transport to and
from Weymaouth.

Uur Annual Lunch was held at the same venue, The
Crown Hoted n Weymaouth, and as usual we were well
looked after, All members enjoyed the focd and the
company and it was good 1o see some members who find
it difficulf to attend normal Branch mectings bul were
able to fravel into town on the occasion,

Ezther Pring had organised a successl Colfes Morning
in axd of Branch funds for members and their fends for
the last few years and this vear was no exception. She was
able to raize £107 for Branch funds. Well done Estler.

It was decided that we would lile to present 2 WRAC
Aszociation plague to Weymmouth Council, Unfortunately
our search for a hespoke plaque proved unsuccessful, so

Digre Lawrence is not the only one showing off a trim
ankle!

Weymouth Branch on Porade

we had one made up with a blazer badge and a brass plate
showing the Association’s name. This was presented to
the Mavor and his Lady and several of our members were
in altendance. The current Mayor, Les Ames, 15 due 1o
relinguish his tenuee thes year and it was ftange that we
were able to have the presentation before he handed over,

S0 vou can see from the above that we have had guite a
busy and interesting vear and we now look forward to the
Veterans Parade in June and will report on this in our
next article for Lioness. Editor: Actually, fackie Nayswith,
Secretary Bristol Branch, sent me these photos of the Parade
s0 perfaps vou will wol weed to include §f nerd fime?

WOLVERHAMPTON BRANCH

We are pleased to say that in spite of the cold and wet
weather in the early part of the year, a hip replacement
and various other health problems amongst our
members, it has been encouraging to see a good
attendance at our meetings.

Before our March mesting we held a special Service for
the laying-up of our Standard as regretfully we are no
longer to take it on parade. It is now al rest in the
Memorial Chapel of the Collegiate Church of 52 Peter, in
the centre of Waolverhampton, The Service had been
prepared by our Treasurer, Joan Nichelas and the Rector,
Druring the Service our Chairman, Betty Clyne, asked the
Bector to accept the Standard, and the Standacd Bearer,
Mary Davies, handed it to the Bector for safekeeping in
the Church, A s occasion in some respects, but it iz
good to know that it is with the Standards of other well
kmown Associations,

Dorothy Haydon, Wolverhamplon Branch and
Muriel Lakin, Siafford Branch enjoving the Grand Reurion

We have had an interesting speaker telling us of the
many overseas students who had stayed with him and his
wife while they were attending the local Technical
College, which later became the Walverhampton
University, Everyone enjoved his visit.

Before this Lieness reaches you we shall have had our
annual outing, this year to Amerton Farm & Craft
Centre, near Stafford.

We hope all our friends near and far have had a good

Summer, and although a litthe carly, we send our best
wishes for the Christmas Season, and a Happy New Year,
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2N WRAC Association

ree version

£ 18
Memorabilia

All items of memorabilia can be abtained from the Association Headguarters,
Pleaze make cheques or postal orders pavable to WRAC Association and forward with vour order 1o
WRAC Association, AGC Centre, Worthy Down, Winchester, Hants, 5021 ZRG.

All prices include postage and packing

£2.00

Note Book e —
£1.00 ~epecial Uier

Square Tray

Sandwich Tray

Teapot Stand

All £2 .50 each

Oiher Items For Sale;-
Pens £ 2.50
PVC Coaster Paperweights £12.00
Bookmarks £1.50
Bells E 1.50
Table Mats £ 6.50
Trolley Coin
£2.00

40




WRAC ASSOCIATION GRAND REUNION 2006

MESSAGE FROM OUR PATRON
HER MAIJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH

i fm{irp!éu-:ed'm FRCeive your Em;:l"rruiﬁﬁ: .pfﬁnf;d ngs st on M-Iﬂi}-ﬂf'-tﬁf Vice-President, Council and Members
of the Wermen's Ryl Hrmy Corps Association (which incorporates the Queen Mary's Raxiliary Army Corps and
Auxiliary Tervitorial Service Comrades” Association) on the occasion of thetr Annual Geneval Meeting which is being
helid today in Coventry during the Trienmial Grand Reumion,

s your Patron, 1 :u;grmgﬁ;ffm wour kind efghrieth Birthday grectings and send my warm good wishes to you all for

a .'iﬂ.:.:;'_iffurm:d_ﬂy E'Lq.url'i.zﬂng.

ELIZABETH R

LETTER T THE GENERAL SECRETARY FROM

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

[hear fome,

| hawe received several very kind leiers of appreciation
from [adies who attended the recent Grand Beunion af the
University of Warwich and | am aware that several more
letters have been received at Association HG). L am so ghad
that oor befies snjoved @ s much as |

f would like to thank the members of the Grand Reanion
Cirgnnising Team for their support, hard wock and
unfmhng cheerfulness throughout the planning process
aned durng the Reanion weekend. | am very prood wmd
plensed (o mme e team in alphabetical order; Carale
Auistin, Chris Corker, Lealey Gaolf, Irene Hall, Wendy
Hooton, Jenmy fackson, Belle Jenkinsen, Ann Jones, Yal
Kemball, Diane Lawrence, Lizzge Lawrence, Karen Liftus,
“Mack” Muoshens-Mclnbyre, Dot MceFall, Kate Molregor,
secky Murdech, Elsine (F'Sallvan, Dot Byder, Alzon
Schuofield, Julie Silver, lune Skelion, Sandie Savth wnd Sae
Tavbor.

A opongle of the team hadd fo pull st dhee o mmily aed or
wirk commuitmmients bul remaned wath s Sin spicit ™. O
cumgrsis, e bl o the team consisted of Aszacation HQ
Stalf — yoarrsell andd Kath, and the members of ihe
Exocutive Committes of Council,

[ havve writben to Sara Auckland af Warwick Undversity to
thank her and the team ot Warwick Conferences for their
help, suppart pndd hospitaliy betore and during our
Rieunion and to point ot how very helpiul and pleasant the
stutdents were — 1 think scvernl of sur Edies came quite
cloer o Kidnapping a few of them!

[ Havee had 2 few Jetters rom our GROTS volunteering for
200, How wonder ful! They would all be very weleome

Maggie Purkis

Editor: We all must thank Maggie as well for her
enthusiosm and defermingtion to ensure that the whole
SOCasion a5 as successful as i sueely was!

FINDING FRIENDS AT THE GRAND REUNION
Alison Schofield

The “Finding Friends™ idea was born after we noticed at
previous Grand Reunions that messages seeking lost
comrades had appeared in various places and had not
been seen by those for whom they were intended, Indeed,
those looked for may not even have been present.

How did it work? The first thing members needed to
know was if their “lost” friend was there at all. A general
list was prepared from the application forms; regimental
numbers are important here; no two numbers are the
same and alsa & number near vour own often jogs a
memory which has forgotten names! To make personal
searches casier, the list was then broken down into
employving Arms and, in the case of overseas stations,
into thealres.

The Finding Friends Board af the start of the Grand
Rewnion = it had spread to three boards by the end!

Judging by the numbers looking at the lists, the idea was
papular and is likely to be repested at the next Grand
Reunion. Editor: T will try to remember to teclude o space
on the application form for Maoiden Names whick weght
make “Finding Friends” even more successiul! The
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miessaEes that were found giving room and table
numbers sugpested that many members did fnd each
other but there were two (not bad out of 420) which
seemed unanswered. They are repeated here in case any

readers can help:
PDF Compressor Free Version
Brenda Chappell (se as Bagshaw) wanted to find

friends from 721 Coy BADR, 1947 and Janet Reeve
(served as McBeath in Orknev) would like to know if
anyhody knew her.

Finally, this i= about making as well as finding friends.
Two members had been i the same recruit company at
Guildiord, but different platoons, and later in the same
large vinit but had never mel. They found each other,
discovered other mutual friends and have recently
exchanged recruit photographs by post. Have YOU a
story like this? We would like to hear about it.

* ¥ ¥ ¥ @

Editor: I am sure thal evervone who affended the Grand Reinion enjoved themselves! It was greal fun and the University
fopked after us so well, Tn this section, T plar fusl fo share with vou some of the pholographs and extracls from many of the lovely
Thank You letters we have received. There were so many that T cannot thank and acknowledge you all individually However, [
would particularly thank Sue Westiake, Hermé Emary, Elaine Swith, Jackie Naysweith, Alison Schofteld and Colonel Nan
Robertson who sent lots of photographs for me to choose from — a pleasurable tash indeed! Many thanks to everyone who made
if such a memorable occasion and, mogt of all, thawks fo all of you whe came along and shared i e reliion.

To start with, [ wonld fust like you to see a couple of photographs of DABS Brook. It was because of Avril William's extremely
generous donation in DABS memory that the Associafion could afford to subsidise the whole event to the exfent that §f did.

a4
Sgt DAES Browk with her RP stoff af Guildford in 1959
it was lovely fo moet so many friendly people v what

seemed like a big landscaped Army Camp.
(Jean Tyler, Uckfield)

DABS, second row fifth from the lefl, on WOs couwrse 161 at
Liphook from 24 Aug-16 Sep 1960

Yorie thonght af vvervihing to make our weekend rim
sepoolily aid wa were all Soery when it came fo an e,
(Barbarn Danter, Nottinghim)

Bath Brawch on o5 wway, L-R Joan Law, Betty Kealing,
Fatricia Edridge, SWria Musgrave, Barbara Flall, Kay
Guest, Dovothy Maddox, Belind! Jovee Durnford
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Booking in has finished! Standing: Val Kemball, Margaret
Barkam, Mary Gregory. Seated: Kate Me(regor, Sue
Tavior, Moggie Purkis, Sne Westlahe and Jane Freebairn



Beryl Lawne, Nancy Tiplon and Luey Bowyer

Elaine Smith and Gill Turner

This was pessibly the best Rennion ever and we are
already saving towards he necd oRe tn 200H,
{Gwyneth Stratten, Gramtham)

Wi mmeeat mot forpet e young studenls who e 5o
helpfl and kind and did eoerything with a smile.
(Peg McElwaine, Weymouth)

{had been guite il during the provions s moiaths and
s mod suive about geing. I am o glad et
(Man Waters, Holbeach)

Avril Williams and Wendy Hoofon

Grod secommodation, good food, sapor enlertainmend
aid greaf friends — what more could o ask for?
(Diane Lirence, Wevmouth)

Addfing to the excitemeni and inferest was the
eogctalion beeause of the Fire Mlavim-during Friday
mipht’s diviner!

Joan Young, Weymouth)

Having the Bawd for dawcing and the March Fast and
Service v o aoided bove,

Norma Kinson and her daoughter, Alison with Guwys Friday (Feonn Dixenn, York)
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Marforie Powell, Mary MeGregor and Iris Howe — winners
i the Fancy Dvess Compeliion

There was such g friendly almosplhere froon arriving
right wh wwidil the end and Se amount and chofee of fopd
s wonder il

{Mary Davies, Wolverhampion}

Ann Degkin and friends enjoy being outside after the Fire
Alarm!

I mnest edlwdit Bt 1 oas feeling o Il apprehensive af the
Hhosght of s0 mary peofle ard dol kacurg mary of
e, Bul 1l was so good e see fomilior faces from iy
serriee days amd o coboh o il ol Mheie sens,

(Ao

Rowenn Criffths and Leong fomes do mol believe Beth
Todd's fiying stories

The Flowerdot Men and Little Weed, AKA Elaine Boden,
Nicky Rochkelle and Poula Thorne frane "Baby Doll* Hall
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N was fiedeed 0 GRAND Bewnion = hope wou rave all
recotered!

(Christine Gibbs, London)

7 et an oid PN GOMPLessor Free Version
Trelamd 18 1963 — o real bowies
(Tl Tramore, Miere)

(7ot thinking ubout the next ane pow!
{lackie Whitehead, Lincoln)

Dvane Lawrence and Ann Jowes on the Memorabilia Stall

A1 toes iy et rewiion aad hopofully nor the last!
(Hetty Exmes, 5t Albans)

frene Melean and friends seftie in the Bar Standing:
Jennie and Irene. Seated: Carol, Ann, Maggie, Rose, Edith
and Taff

Sue Westlake, Nicky Murdoch and Leona Jones:
Mo worries there ABBA!

The gift of a pen was o wice gesture and | om swre that
A each time pne uses 35, the happy memories will comre
Stamding: Daws, Elaine, Don 1f:|.’Ll'-ﬂiEI-"' i

Aaing: M, CiGIRE, md, Vele, v FIT {Jennle Stimpeon, Plymouth)
Kweeling: #?? Gill, Heather ;
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Dot MceFall, Mack, Swe Westlake, Colonel Nan Robertson,
Hate Bettison, Sue Tavor and Sue Doxovan try fo ke
Paula Thorne under control

Wilma Armstrong, Terry Simpson, Jan Brodie-Murphy and
Caral Wells

Wit i lowely surprise! I phoned all my friends to tell
them that | had wem a prize in the Grand Draw Having
done wirk for SSAFA for many years, I do bnow kow
many ex-ATS peed help so I am enclosing a donation for
the Benevolent Fund in appreciation of my win, o
an
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{ ko this renmion was only possible becase of the
targe doration (N wmemory of Dabs Brook, Perliops a o
o smrall denations over the sext theee voars cowld add wp
to semething similar — anveay here is a donation to the
e in 2009!

{Anen)

Crumneth Straften, Iris Howe, foan ? and fonet Lowson

There was o rea! buzz about the whole evend and o
“renning” feal that [ have not really experienced before,
{Jo Young, Perth)

Vice-Presiden! and General Secretary — startled bul
comimanrd = or = whal do vou mean we hare to do it all
again fn S0P



Sheila fohmeey, Val Kemball, Maggie Purkis, Alison Schofield
and Dol Ryder

The time wwent for too guickly .
(Gwenda Easton, Axminster)

Fife and Tayside Branch and Jane! Laowson ready for
Dinner

Cur lady uhe fell went to the hogpital on Monday -
apparently she had cracked @ bone but it didn 't spoil ker
weckend foo much.

Edna Lee Ready for the off




BE am writing this Thank Youl fefler with the pen
Eiven fo mL
(Margarel Walleeden, Worcesier)

PDF Compressor Free Version
Although there weve heayy showers at times, if never
seemted fo be wien v ey walking frow A fo B 5o
someane st ape bren looking after ws
{evaan Marcroft, Dalbeattis)

It twas a #iol, We loved wviry miinufe,

[loan Awhery, Norwich)

The General Secretary does wot epen go on parade without
ey Black Book!

The AGC Band leads the way
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A cluteh (2 of Commandants: Colonels Vere Fisher, Frankie
Conrle, Anme Clissitt ond Nan Roberisor remembering all
thetr davs on porade af the WRAC Centre, Guildford

Lt Col Westlake AGC (SPS) takes the salute as the AGC
Band marches past

Reverend Susan Wing loughing at her own joke before the
Service



Sue and Maggie cannol beliere {l's Swnday al last

Chur Howorary Padre reminding us kow fmportant i &5 fo
keeh on “re-uning”

The Association Slandard &5 returned fo Manreen Deeley
after the service

OH WHAT A NIGHT - WELL -
WEEKEND REALLY!
Lt Col Micky Murdoch, Lt Col Mary Woollard
and Maj Leona Jones

Everyvone who was at the Grand Beunion at Warwick
University seemesd fo make this exclamation at least once,
Although Leona had been (o more Beunions, this was the
first ome that Micky and Mary attended and we are not
sure why, If we are honest it is because life in the Army
has moved on, the pace of life i ever increasing and there
are other demands on time at weekends, However, this
reunion has made us think and we have written this to
persuade other former members of the WEAC to think
about 1t as well. Since the demise of the WERAC in 1992,
the Council of the WEAL Association and the staff at
Worthy Down have continued to work tirelessly o keep it
az a thriving organisation in support of former members
of the ATS and WEAC. In 2003, Sue Westlake azked Mary
to become Honorary Treasurer and Nicky to serve as a
member of Council and we both agreed,

From that time on Council, we have been involved with
the orpamizsation of the Grand Reunion and Maggie
Purkis” team of GROTS. This was a large and high-
powered team of excellent administraiors who were
responsible for the execution of all the instructions
which put the Reunion together. The location was



brilliant, the accommodation was excellent and the
facilities first class. But what stole the show was the
meeting up with old friends from the WRAC and catching
up with what they had been doing.

K Compressor Free Ve

Nicky with some af her previous Sgt Majors: Carole Austin,
Dot McFall, Val Laycock and Carol Wells,

The range of social facilies available al Warwick meant
that we could have a coffee or tea or, for those with a
stronger constitution, a drink from the bar - and you
kmow who vou are! Either way, what made the event
special was meeting up with people we had not seen in
vears and recounting events from those days. The spirit
shown by our sisters in the ATS is incredible and the
camaraderie iz amazing. The WRAC have some way to go
to reach their standard but that is because they are in the
minority in terms of numbers attending these reunions.

One thousand members attended the first reanion Leona
went to; 200 ATS and 100 WRAC — still serving. This time
there were just less than 400 as many ATS could not
make it or sadly are no longer with us, But the ATS are
firmly handing over the baton for the WRAC to grasp and
to keep the flame of the Association and the Grand
Reunion alight. This vear only 6 WRAC who are still
serving were present and they were all officers,

Where were the Wls and SMCOs? We had a beautiful
parade but without an BSM or C5M in uniform. Thanks
to Maj Maskens-Melniyre who stood m as BSM and Sue

The serving Officers: Maj Rowena Griffiths, Colone! Helen
MeMahon, 12 Cols Sue Westlake, Mary Woollard,
Nicky Murdoch and Maj Leona Jones
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Taylor who got the girls “fell in”. Apart from Soe
Weatlalke, who took the salute, there were only 2 of us in
uniform but we still had great fun,

But — Oh What a night! We partied until the amall hours
two nights running and topped up in the afternoon - just
like the old days. There was a 40s/50s Band on the Friday
evening and the Band of the Adjutant General's Corps (jt
helps that Nicky is the Chief of Staff at Kneller Hall)
played in the evening. The Big Band section which played
was excellent and Staff Sergeants Kathryn Day and Hilary
Grieg, both ex-members of the WRAC Staff Band but still
in the AGC Band, contributed in & big way, There are
many of you who may only have been young soldiers or
officers when the WRAC disbanded in 1992 bat do not
forget your roats. Don't vou fancy meeting up with your
old pals rom tradning? So come along to the pext Beunion,
Bing your old Platoon or intaloe and organise 2 womderful
opportunity to catch up with their news,

What we all have in common from those days are bonds
which cannof be broken, We all have inends who we
wioltld really enjoy seeing again to share the tales of
training and the hwsterical stories from work which made
us all laugh. The Grand Reunions, the WRAC Dinner and
the WRAC Officers’ Dining Club give us the chance to do
all of that. From recent experience, it seems that the key
to enjoying them to the full is to make sure that some of
the peaple vou lnow will definitely be there, This
requires effort from all of us to cajole, encourage and
persuade our friends to make the effort to go along. Let's
make the next Grand Reunion a party to remember and
show the ATS girls that we, the WRAC, are worthy of the
flame they have entrusted to us. We can get into practice
at the WRAC Dinner or the WRAC Officers’ Dining Club
dinner this autumn. SEE YOU THERE!

FPRIZE WINNERS 2006 GRAND DRAW

Prize Ticket Mame of
Ma. Prizewinner
E1000 (T0) 25171 L) O°SLILLIVAN

Weekend in Lincoln (00 24118 A SMITH
Self Catering week (I 24732 JACKIE COOK

1

2

]

4 M&S P10 4740 M OTTY

5 MESENM 24512 JOHN WIGHT

6  M&SISH 231112 DOREEN BRIDLE
T MES £ 29408 DEVY YWAS

8 ME&S 225 oss B MIDDLETON

8 WH Smith E25(I3) I8 EILEEMN MECKELBOROUGEH
10 WH Senlth £ 16186 C LAWRENCE

11 'WH Smith £20 0195 JLEVERTON

12 WH Senith £20 5 ] LLOYD

I3 WH Smich £ o7aT4 M NICHOLLS

14 WH Smith £20 13476 EMA FORSTER

15 WH Smith £50 13530 BETH TODD

16 BHoots E20 14627  DAPHMNE HILL

17 Boots £M) 115561 P HARPIN

18 Hoots £E20 24616 EVELYN NORTOMN
19 Boows £ nes [ KIRTON

X Bonts £ 28062 M WHITEHOUSE
21  BHoogs 250 15721 M ROYLE

22 Dixons £H) 16ME KV JACKSON

N [Dixons 290 1634 DAVID & JULIA THINKN
2 Dizops £ 14368 | PUXLEY

5 Dixons £ 12588 D CHIVERS

25 Dmeoms 20 06214 RWEER

21 Dimons £20 1617 5 BUSSEY

28 Tesco K10 De3vE T CORKE

20 Tesco £10 ol T WATSON

30 Tesco £10 1dE  E& BSTRATFORD



All prizewinners have been notified and have received
their prize. In addition, Mary Davies, Wolverhampton
Branch won the £50 note for correctly guessing its last
three serial numbers and Pam Nesbitt, York Branch won
a bottle of champagne for guessing the height of the new
Freedom TowBrﬁﬁ\@ﬁmpd'ewwf@f eqVebsigthe
year of American Independence.

THE IMMEDIATE DE-BRIEF - JUST AFTER
LUNCH ON THE SUNDAY!

(This story is true — the names have been changed to
"protect the...er...well, the people in the story!)

Three ladies, officers of the WRAC Association, were
sitting in a small room at Warwick University just after
lunch on 2 April 2006 discussing the recent Grand
Reunion. All three ladies showed signs of exhaustion,
they had obviously spent the weekend enjoying
themselves and perhaps gctting less sleep than they had
been used to. Jean, Sally and Peggy were aware that they
all had fairly long journeys ahead of them that afternoon
and were not able, yet, to relax fully. They each nursed a
last cup of coffee before climbing into their cars for their
drive home, none of them wanting to spoil the feeling of
euphoria which hung palpably in the air.

Sally, the first to break the silence uttered the classic
understatement, “Well, that went well! The ladies all
seemed to enjoy themselves”. Jean and Peggy nodded in
agreement. “Considering the fact that many of them were
well into their eighties, they managed the distance
between the accommodation and the Rootes Building
very well”, commented Jean, “I had real concerns about
that”.

Peggy added, “The fire alarm going off in the middle of
dinner on Friday night could have spoiled the weekend
but everyone seemed to take it in their stride, filed
calmly outside and sang songs at the tops of their
voices!”

“This venue really was a superb choice”, added Sally.
“The staff at the University couldn’t have been more
helpful, both before and during the Reunion. Warwick
Conferences are obviously masters of their profession
and the students who supported them during the
weekend were first class”.

“Having the Band of the AG Corps to play for us on
Saturday evening and again today at the parade and
Drumhead Service was great”, said Jean. “And how
special was it to have our own Reverend to conduct the
service?”

The three ladies sipped their coffee, obviously reliving
the events of the previous three days in their minds. Jean
put her cup down and looked at the other two. “So,” she
said, her voice taking on an air of positive anticipation,
“What are we going to do for 2009? It will be the 60th
anniversary of formation of the WRAC and will follow on
close behind the 80th anniversary of the formation of the
ATS: a pretty special year for all of us”.

Sally and Peggy looked at her in disbelief — but realised
that of course she was quite right. There was little time
to rest on laurels; plans would have to be put in place and
decisions made. Sally suggested that we could return to
Warwick — why try to re-invent the wheel? The other two
nodded.

“Don’t forget that we will be three years older by 2009”,
commented Peggy. “Perhaps a venue where we wouldn’t
have to travel between the accommodation and the
dining room would be more suitable”. “Yes”, agreed Jean,
“and accommodation which included lifts to the upper
floors would be more popular”. “The informal party on
Friday night was good”, said Sally. “We ought to build on
that”.

“The fact that Warwick University is situated in the
middle of the country, easily accessible to those from all
over catchment area helped”, added Jean, “and don’t
forget that thanks to Avril and indirectly DABS, the
ladies only had to pay £150 for really first class
accommodation and superb meals, not to mention
entertainment on both Friday and Saturday nights”.

“We would need the GROTS to volunteer again.” said
Peggy. “They really were superb, right from the start of
the planning process; nothing too much trouble,
everything tackled with enthusiasm and humour”. “And
we need to offer the ladies the option to stay an extra
night to avoid travelling on the Sunday”, added Sally.

“So”, said Jean. “We need a venue which would give us
all we had here at Warwick, plus everything under one
roof, the option of an extra night for those who don’t
want to travel on Sunday and interest for those who don’t
want to stay in on the Saturday morning, at no extra
cost”.

Sally looked disbelievingly at Jean. “Get real!” she said,
“Where could we find somewhere like that? If such a
venue existed, it would be bound to cost a lot more than
the £150 we were charged this weekend”. “Well”, said
Peggy. “As it happens, I think I know the very place!
Leave it with me, and I'll make a few enquiries”.

The conversation continued for a few more moments.
The three ladies finished their coffee, collected up the
cups and their luggage. They left the small room off the
foyer of the Rootes Building, Warwick University and
locked the door behind them. They said their fond
farewells before driving away in different directions. Jean
had a dinner party to organise that evening, Sally was
returning home where her mother was recovering from a
particularly nasty bout of ill health and Peggy had a
family crisis to attend to. At the back of their minds, 2009
was looming and all three of them were determined that
the next WRAC Association Grand Reunion would eclipse
even that of 2006.

WATCH THIS SPACE!!
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Reunions

WRAC WARRANT OFFICERS AND SENIOR

R 14 i T R

Hello from Cyprus! It is over 3 years since the WERAC
Wiks and SMCOs held a reundon dinner. [ organised one
m York in 2002 and since then | have moved to sunny
Cyprus. | am an honorary member of the Garrison Mess
in Episkopi.

I have had permission from the (5M to hold a reunion
dinner in mid-February here in Cyprus if anyone s

interested. There will be limited accommodation in the
mess but package tours are quite cheap at that time of
the vear and [ am willing to organize a few nice trips to

make your stay enjoyvable,

Are you interested in having a nice week or two in sunny
Cyprus and attending a dinner? Limassol is the nearest
town, Paphos the closest airport and Larnaca is the ather
option. Please contact me by E-mail at
malnjohn@cyianei.com or you can fax or phone me on
00 35725 634839,

If there are enough takers, the relevant mformation will
be forwarded accordingly. Look forward to heaning from

¥oul,

Mal Fulton née Cuinney

ADEN VETERANS ASSOCIATION
Patron: Brigadier Anne Field CB CBE

The Aden Velerans will be holding a Parade and
Memoral Service to mark the 40th Anniverzsary of when
Britizh Troops left Aden on 27 November 1967, The
service will take place on Sunday 25 November 2007
in Stirling, Scotland.

For enquiries about the service please contact:

Brian Bryson, Jeabri’, 6 Preston Avenue, Linlithgow,
West Lothian EH49 6HT. Tel-0150 684 2022

E-mail: brianbryson@homecall.co.uk

For membership of the Aden Veterans Association,
please contact the Membership Secretary: Terry Fowler,
2 Waldersea, Fridavbridge, Wishech, Camhbs PE14 OMR

WRAC OFFICER'S DINING CLUB
ANNUAL DINNER 2006

Following another succasstul Dinner at the Victory
Services Club, the WRAC Offcers’ Dining Club will
meeat there agakn on Saterday 25 November.
Please put this date in your Diary now!

& saparale leflor was sent o Dining CGlub musmbeers-in
J'-I|!|'. I Vou Bre noi a member and wish to |ain, pleaas
contact the General Secretary on 01862 BATSTO.

NEW WORDS FROM OLD

Hera is the Washington Post's Mensa
Invitational which once again asked readers
to take any word from the dictionary, alter it
by adding, subtracting, or changing one letter,
and supply a new definition.

Hera are the 2005 winners:

1. Cashtration (n.): The act of buying & houss,
which renders the subject financially impaotent
tor an indefinite pericd of time.

2. Intaxication: Euphoria at getting a tax
refund, which lasts until you realise it was
your monay to start with.

3. Bozone (n.): The substance surrounding a
stupid person that stops bright ideas from
penetrating. The bozone layer, unfortunately,
shows little sign of breaking down in the near
future.

4, Giraffiti: Vandalism spray-painted very, very
high.

5. Sarchasm: The gulf between the author of
sarcastic wit and the person who doesn't get
it.

6. Inoculatea: To take coffee intravenously
when you are running late.

7. Hipatitis: Terminal coolness.

8. Osteopornosis: A degenerate disease.
(Thiz one got extra credit).

9. Karmageddon: It's like, when everybody is
sending off all these really bad vibes, right?
And then, like, the Earth explodes and it's like,
a sarious bummear.

10, Glibida: Al talk and no action,

11. Arachnoleptic fit (n.); The frantic dance
performad just after you've accidentally
walked through a spider weab.

12. Beelzebug (n.): Satan in the form of a
mosquito, that gets into your bedroom at
three in the morning and cannot be cast out.




Articles of Interest

WORKING FOR RETURNED & SERVICES

n&%ﬁ@#ﬁ%gyersion

PO Bow 66, Redlyneh, Qbd 4870 Australia

[ joined the ATS in January 1941 and served for 7% years
al HQ Salisbury Plain District and GHQ 2nd Echelon
BAOE. Joining at 17 yvears [ grew up in the ATS and my
experiences have made me what 1 am today,

At the beginning of 1951 1 sailed with 99 ex-
servicewomen to New Zealand in the RNZAF After six
moenths three of us were seat to OCTU and signed on for
another 18 months, We served for 3% vears and 1 enjoyved
every minute. Most of the women married Eiwis or men
they had met on the hoat going over. 1 returned to the
LK but could not settle and five months later joined the
Colonial Service and went to Kenya during the Mau Mau
Emergency, | married in Nairobi and we have recently
celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary. We have been
living in Cairns for 40 years and think it is Paradise.

[ am very involved with the Beturned & Services League
of Australia and received my Gold Badge of Life
Membership § years agn for services rendered. | am
President of the Cairns Fx-Servicewomen's ESL Sub-
branch and [District Secretary of the far Morthern
District Branch ESL. We administer 20 Sub-Branches in
the Far North of Queensland. | am also a Queensland
State Councillor for the BSL and fly to Brisbane {1,006
miles down the road) for mestings every 2 months.

I lowee my activities, working fve mornings a week for

war veteranz. My life has certainly been most interesting.

GIBRALTAR MEMORIAL PEW
Mrs Christina Thomas née Bowlands
T Fieldview Diive, Orford, Warrington,
Cheshire WAZ 9BP

| am sending this photograph taken by my 2on in the
King's Chapel when he was in Gibraltar for New Year.
| wonder how many of your readers were stationed out
there.

PRESEMTEL BY)
A, IMDER OO, WERAL
TOCOMMEMTEATE
THE SERVICE
OF THETR CORFY W
CIBRALTAR
1981-1003

| thought these would be 2 reminder of them. | hope they
can be published in the next edition of the Lisness.

“BOW AND ARROW WAR™ BY
Marjorie Inkster
Grove Cottage, Broad Strest, Bampton OX18 21Y

| was particularly interested in one article and one of the
letters to youl in the last edition of the Liowess. The firsl
was Pal Goodman's descrption of her career with 70th
Secarchlight Regt 458 Battery. In the photograph on Page
i (right hand side} there is a clear picture of the AA
Command Sign which was a large scarlet square with a
black bow and arrow on i

Lucy Bowver's letter to vou on Page 72 speaks with
affection of 487 (M) HAA Battery during their time in
Brussels towards the end of the war, | worked for a long
time, from mid-43 with 476 Battery in Hampstead and
they were posted to Brusselz in 44 (o help deal with the
Vis. | was attached to REEME and had not yet been
trained in the new American 584 equipment which they
used there, so | was left behind.

[ hawe written & book entitled “Bow and Arrow War”™
ahout working on radar on anti-aircraft sites, particularly
a3 a radar maintenance officer in REME from 1943
onwards, on London gunsites including Hampstead,
Primrose Hill and Mill Hill. The book alse conlains a
detailed account of the life during the Little Blitz between
labe 1943 and May 1944,

Livwess 173006 was the first | have seen and [ greatly
regrel ool having joined the Association long agol

SLOW BOAT TO SINGAPORE
W2TT292 Mrs L M White née Aston
42 Eckington Close, Redditch, Worcestershire BS8 T5A

Hew many of yvou have been to Singapore, how many of
vou have been on a cruise? Well the only thing a cruise
and a vovage on a troopship have in common is the sea!
Way back in October 1951 [ 26t off on the adventure of a
lifer timiee. The Army had posted me for 3 years to
Singapore. We set sail from Liverpool on a wet and misty
day a band on the guayside and the Liver buildings
slowing faded from our view,



My cabin was below the water line and | had to share
with a naval wife and her two children, They offered me
a hottom bunk but I soon found out that was a2 mistake as
every bme the little boy went up top for something, he
stood on my face, There was of course no privacy so |
had to retreatRDilE ok nebdversidn
have one big advantage. [ was allocated a Lascar steward
who ran my bath, washed and ironed my clothes and
generally made my life a little more comfortable. The
male NCOs slept in 3 tier bunks on the teoop deck and
their food was awful. I dined in the 3rd class dining room
which was quite good.

For the next week we saw little but water both above and
below and it was somewhat depressing ploughing
through the Atlantic but fortunately the Bay of Biscay
was relatively calm. To relieve the boredom each
morning an officer would give us a travel talk about the
countries which lay off our starboard side — not that we
could see them. The other diversion was fire drill - when
the alarm sounded you collected vour lifebett from under
your bunk and then proceeded to your boat station, The
result was pandemonium as people tore down the staics
mecting people struggling up with babes in arms, cuddly
tovs and four or fve lifejackets and of course when you
tried to get back up folk were stll passing on the narrow
stairways and corridors. Had there been a real fire 1
don't think many would have pot of . Once at boat
stations [ was detailed off to climb in the boat and be
lowered over the side, a terrilving experience swinging
above the waves on two slim ropes. Thank heavens we
never had o do it for reall

On oour 8th day we saw our first sign of life = Portuguese
sardine boats and a few porpoises. Day 9, turn left into
the Med and now we are in the tropics - change into KID,
I lnoked fairly respectable — that is if you discount the
khaki ankle socks and Clark’s sandals. White knees soon
turned blue and it was jolly cold for the first couple of

-

Final Destination; WRAC Wik and Sgiz Mess, Tanglin.
Back Row: Betty Simpson, Nancy Hunter, Margaret
Grarner, Education Sgt, Mary Freckleton, ??, Eileen
Chivers, ?? Pappleton, Chalky White,

Middle Row: Pat Gaiger, Mary Sean..., *?, Connie
Bradshaw, Lorna White, Dorothy Bryant, Pat MeCaffrey,
Jessie Forbes, Robin Mowlder, Mary Adams,

Seated: Jenny Waddell, Val Attwood, Dorothy Walker, ?
Mordecai, CSM Johnson, Hopgood, Beccy Coulthard, 77,
Betty Clark, Elaine Anton,

It was now getting warmer and, after 10 days at sea, we
tied up in Port Said where we were due to go ashore the
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following morning. Boots blacked, we lined up at 8 am
ouly to be told that due to an attack on the American
Embassy all shore leave was cancelled, We had a birds
eve view of the rumpus at the other side of the gquay and
some of our men wanted the armoury opened and to
draw guns to so that they could go ashore to help. Inoan
act of defiance a Flt 5S¢t in the EAF pot oul his bappipes
and played rude zongs o annoy the roters,

We set off down the Suez Canal and 1 was intrigued by
the up and down “convay” system. I al first thought the
ships waiting in the Bitter Lakes were in fact sailing
through the desert! Then it was Aden; what an awful
place. Hot and dusty with camels roaming the streets -
and no signs telling their owners to “pick it up”, My two
companions decided to show me the sights so we took a
taxi to Crater City — which is just what it was - a village
of poor houses and market stalls at the bottom of a crater
and not a friendly face to be seen, We learnt afterwards
that it was out of bounds to all Brits 50 we shouldn't have
been there at all. My escorts were starving so we went to
a café for lunch. We were served with the biggest mixed
grill I have ever secn, eight types of meat {not afl
identifiable) and six different vegs, The chaps cleared
their plates and Anished off mine as well.

The pext 3 days were very guiet as we sailed across the
Indian Ocean. It was very calm and all we saw was 2
group of islands in the distance and a few fying fish. To
relieve the boredom we played Bingo and had the odd
zing along bul we were very pleased o reach Colombo
the morning after my 26th birthday. Being the morning
after I waz shghtly “hung over” so [ did not relish the
thought of being ferried ashore in a steel decked Hghter
which had been standing in the sun all morning.
However, it was that or nothing and I survived the trip.
Once on land my companions asked what would I like to
do? Firat off | would like a decent cup of teal Where
better to find one than in the Seaman’s Mission and - an
added honus - they were packing boxes of tea for gifts so
my Mum was delighted to receive 2Ibs of tea from
Cevlon, especially as tea was still rationed in UK at that
time. Our next move was to explore Colombo, not for us
the brightly decorated UK shops with lovely clothes,
perfume, and jewellery, all gift wrapped ready to send
home. N0, we went to the Bazaar, dirty, smelly, heaving
with people and mangy looking dogs enderioot and piles
of rotting vegetetion round every corner just to add to the
atmosphere! [ enjoyed the day, especially as it was
rounded off with afternoon tea ina very posh hotel where

Cameron Highlands



a “punka wallah” fanned us while we ate. Incidentally, the
hotel was the Mount Lavinia, featured in the film Bridpe
over the River Kwai. [ was also able to “dig”™ for an opal
here which I later had 221 in a ring o remind me of this
trip. During the night we set sail once more on the last
leg of the jourdDiiotedmipa cesan At eothex sicne,
just a glimpse of the Nicobar Istands and the top of
Sumatra before we turned right into the Straits of
Malacca and made our way down the coast of Malaya.

After 27 days we entered Singapore Harbour, a very busy
port with ships from all over the world unloading into the
godowns, no cruise ships in those days. Singapore to me
was everything | had ever dreamed of or imagined from
the books | had read. It was bustling with life and colours
and a spicy smell was in the air. There were Chinese
coolies (all women) dressed in navy blue “pylamas”
carrying a yoke with a basket either side loaded with all
sorts of commodities, rishaws spinning round the
sireets and nodse was all around us.

It was hot and sticky and exotic fowers grew
everywhere, There were palm trees with dates, cocomut
palms and banana trees ining the sireets and some
beautiful colonial style buildings. I knew [ was going to
enjoy my stay on the wonderful island and 1 did, What's
more, that very first night in the Mess [ was introduced
to the man who eight vears on became my hushand!!

From the films I've seen of Singapore recently I'm glad I
went way back in the 50s when it was truly Oriental,

CLUB ATS COLCHESTER
secretary, Mrs Bervl Newell
Jodes Holly, St Mary's Road, Aingers Green,
Creat Bentley, Colchester COT 8NG

We are still carrying on despite reduced numbers.
Connie Kirby and Sheila Eve have gone to the Parade
Ground in the sky. Two members have resigned and
some original members of the branch find themselves
unable to attend, However, we still have a monthly
Newsletter and everyone now has a nominal roll
complete with telephone mumbers,

We changed our meeling place as the rental was not
ciowered by numbers attending, and it 15 not good bowse-
keeping to pay for unnecessary space, We now meet ina
cosy sitting room in the Conservative Club in Colchester,
where they are very kind and helpful and members can
have lunch before the meeting.

The Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer discuss any
ideas for activities and they are then put to the members
and voled on by show of hands, We spent our "Awards
for All" grant on a trip 1o Bury S5t Edmunds = the
Cathedral and Gardens and shopping are always popular,
and it is helpful for members living in Suffolk, though
maost of them have now joined Suffolk Branch,

Members Jean and Dorothy, who live in Dovercourt,
invited us to their Annual Buffet Lunch in May. Each
year gets better. Our oldest member, Charlotte Lawrence
was 97 in May. She was formerly with London Branch
bt settled into Colchester very well, We don’t always see
her at meetings but always enjoy her company when she
does, She was fit endigh to come to the Buffet Lunch
and really enjoyved it. Jean Blackburn, recovering from a
siroke also managed to attend. Eileen Barclay is our
Chairman and ¥i Nuttall the Treasurer. They Hve in
Suffolk, but have been Coblchesler members for many
vears and are now doing & great job in taking some of the
workload from the Secretary.

A number of members attended the Area Re-Union
Lunch in Colchester in November - congratulations to
Pat Stevenson for her work in organizing this event.
Lovely to see Val Kemball, who was originally a
Colchester member and (o meet Maj Jane Freebairn,

We wll always be glad (o see any WRAC Associalion
members visiting Colchester, Meetings are the second
Wednesday in the month, but best to check with the
Secretary on 01206 250029 first.

ROYAL ARTILLERY ASSOCIATION REUNION -
MAY 2006
Barbara, Lillian, Vi, Joan and Sheila Lefcs/Notts Branch

Several months ago, the Leics/Notts five who enjoy
travelling to places new, booked in with the Royal
Artillery Association to attend their yearly reunion which
they held at Blackpool, It was, [ believe, the first ime
they had invited ex members of the ATS Ack-Ack to join
them, and so four of us went as guests of two of our
members who had been attached to the Roval Artillery,
When we arrived at the Norbreck Castle Hotel, it all
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looked very exciting = on the forecourt were two rather
large guns and a tank. We booked in and settled in our
rooms, and so started a really nice weekend filled with
quite a few military moments! We were made very
welcome by all.

PDF Compressor Free Version
On Saturday evening we attended “Sunset”, The military
band, with their formation marching was first class, This
was followed by a wine receplion with the Lord Mayor
and Lady Mayoress. The meal that followed was really
special and we made many new friends that evening.

On Sunday morning we attended a competition of
Standard Bearers to find the best out of the area and to
choose one of them to carry the Queen's Standard for
the next two years. T might add that they were all very
good, and it must have been hard for the judees (o
choose two out of the eight thal were competing.

Barbara Danter, Lillian Hollis, Vi Rawlins, Sheila
Greweock, Joar de Vall

Following that, we had a church service which was held
in the ballroom and on entering the Officer in Charge
invited us to sit in the front row alongaide him. | thinlk it
was because we were the only ones in our green uniforms
and we provided a bit of interest, There was just over one
hundred ATS there, and though the weather beft a lot to
be desired, I can honestly say that we all hed a super
tirne. When asked by the organiser if we would like 1o be
invited apain nexd vear, the answer was a resounding yves,

On Monday we said farewell to our new riends and et
off back home. If was still raining! But the memories of
another wonderful weekend will stav with us for a long
Limme Lo come.

MY WONDERFUL VISIT TO INDIA
Elizabeth M Bustard
10 Lyndon Square, Bramham, Wetherby, West Yorkshire

Friday 8th April 2005
I left behind a very rainy London with my eldest son, Maj
(Retd) Kenneth Bustard MBE, for a memorable trip to
India at 7.30 pm. We were joined at Heathrow Airport by
two more couples and & nurse. So the seven of us set off
o the flight to Mumbai (Bombay). We touched down on
the coast line of India for 1 hour whilst the plane was
being cleaned; we remained on the plane. We then

o

| Elizabeth, centre, with REL (Women's Section) Wreath

carried on to Chennar (Madras). A quick move off the
Mane through customs saw us on the wailing coach and
wee were off to our hotel.

Saturday 9th April 2005

At the hotel, the High Commissioner for the region was
waiting o greet us. After a nice chat and refreshing
drink, we retired to our rooms to change for Dinner.

Sunday 10th April 2005
In the morning we left the hotel and had an interesting

coach tour of Madras, On the drive round the city, we
saw many monkeys and cattle on the roads. We visited
two war cemeteries, the Catholic and Protestant
Cathedral's, a Temple, Indian Carpet Warehouse and
lscal market; quite a busy day. On returning to the hotel,
wr enjoved a cooling swim in the hotel pool. Prior to
inner, we enjoyed a short walk in the hotel gardens,
After dinner, our evening entertainment started with
watching a pipe and drum band, colminating in a very
Iwvely performance from lady belly dancer! - Late to bed,

Monday 11th April 2005

Early on Monday we left for New Delhi Unfortunatehy
there was no one waiting 1o meel us. Kenneth {my son)
and the nurse bartered with wailing mini bus drivers and
arranged for transportation o take us to our hotel, 1
helped break the ice; we all ended up sitting amongst our
luggage, laughing and joldng. On the road, all competing
for the zame space were cows (considerad holy in India),
goats, sheep, monkeys, motor bikes, 3wheeler cars and
faxiz.

i arriving at the hotel and once we had settled into our
rooms, | visited the hotel hair salon and had my hair
washed and set. On going down to Dinner, our group met
up with the other tour groups who were visiting different
areas to ours. Amongst the guests were the Royal British
Legion Chairman and Mational Standard Bearer.

Tuesday 12th April 2005
There are now four coaches of passengers!

Up and away early to visit the Delhi War Cemetery for a
War Graves Pilgrimage, After the Royval British Legion
Chairman laid the wreath, 1 laid a wreath on behall of the
Women's Section, Eoval Britizh Legion, Two ladies who
were with our party then laid red roses on the memaoral,
We had all been given posies of poppies, the ladies Luid




thedrs on their father's grave, Kenneth and [ lad ours on
tive two First Boval Norfolk Graves we found in the E]
Madras and Delhi cemeteries,

After the pilgrimages, we returned to our coaches for a
tour of New DPIBFGéoimpressor=EEreerMeaision
organised, with everyone busy working away, even the
children were at work cleaning old bricks ready to be
reused. They seemed to reclaim nearly all of their
rubbish for use in one way or another. Very industrious!

After a very busy day, we returned to our hotel, The
Grand International. [ should just mention that our
bedrooms were on the 25th floor, but this did afford us a
magnificent view of the city. We were able to see kites
aml birds of every descrption. We also saw, within the
space of a couple of hours, a wedding and a funeral,

Wednesday 13th April 2005

It was an extremely early start to the day = 2.30 am, to
enable us 1o catch the Sharababt Express train to Agra.
On our arrival we boarded coaches and set off for one of
the most beautiful sights in India; the Taj Mahal. We saw
beautiful birds, butterflies and chipmunks. For once, the
reality lived up to expectation;: simply stunning and a
sight 1 will never forget. After the Taj Mahal, most of the
men in the party vigited the Agra Fort.

Thursday 14th April 2005

On our return to New Dethi, we had another tour to the
cities, old and new, visited the Red Fort and took a ride
in & Rickshaw to Jarma.

Friday 15th April 2005

Sadly this was to prove our last day in India. We had
soume free time to explore on our own, sightseeing and
last minute shopping. Depart for UK.

Saturday 16th April 2005

We arrived back at Heathrow, and after waiting nearly 1%
hours for our luggage, nearly missed our coach home. We
alighted from the coach in Leeds late at night, shivering,
after being used to temperatures in India of 307+,

S0 as you can see, it was a very busy eight days; [ only
wish my dear husband Reg, who had fought in India
during the 2nd World War, and had ahways wanted to
take me to revisit the places he remembered so vividly,
could have been with me. Sadly it was not to be, Reg died
five years ago. However, my son Kenneth was a welcome
COMPanion.

Finally, I would like (o thank the Heroes Beturn Grant
which made my visit possible, A journey never o be

forgotten.

KINE THEODOLITE OPERATORS VIST THE
NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM
Mrs G K Stapylton née Tulett
98 Paignton Avenue, Whitley Bay, Tyne & Wear
NEZ25 857

Ini mid-May a zmall group of former Kine Theodolite
Oiperators went to the National Arboretum, near
Lichfield, to see a tree and hench which had been
installed as a tribute to the wartime Kine Detachments,

The plague on the tree to the left of the bench reads “n
tribute to the KINE THEODOIITE OFERATORS who
assisted in the training and experimental work of Anti-
Aircraft Batteries.”

Kines enjov regular reunions, sometimes spending a
weekend together and sometimes meeting for lunch. Our
gatherings usually include some from overseas a= kines
have found their way across the globe, Recently we have
returned to Tenby for our weekend reunions as we all
have fond memaories of training at Manorhier; last time
we were invited to visit the School of AA Artillery which
was nostalgic indeed.

Mowadays we produce an occasional newsletter because
many ex-kines are no longer able to trave] far-a-feld and
we receive many enthusiastic contributions, In 1989, on
our first return to Tenby, we planted a tree at Manorbier
which still thrives but we felt we should also be
represented at the Mational Memonal Arboretum. There
was no room for us in the Boyal Artillery plot but we are
not far away and we would recommend anyone who gets
the opporiunity to visit this remarkable project.

a7



THE AIRBRITHGE ASSOCIATION
June Booth
Cedar Drive, Holbeach, Lines PEL2 7P

The Airbridge Association was founded after the fall of

COTTITIUE ST @}qﬁ FEde ; k
Auion, a fu:rmErB Hﬁll" o, Efmurmtﬂf}r g‘sergaétgfm{?rgen.
a former RAF navigator,

After the war and demob, Jim travelled in Eastern
Europe as and when permissible, He heard distressing
stories how men and women were either beang arrested
on trumped up charges or were being beaten or tortured
during interrogation. Their crme was ‘they had taken
allegiance to a capitalist King - King George VT, Thesze
gallani people had fled from the Mazis and headed for
Palestine or anywhere else where they could moeet up
with British Bases. Within a very short time they had
made up their minds this is where they wanted to he,
serving side by side with British troops of all services,
They nor anvone else knew at that fime that becavuse
they had been under British command it was to prove a
lifeline to many of them many years later!

[ first heard aboul Airbridge fromm the Yorkshire television
news, Jim was being interviewed about iz work and
asking for volunteers. | was looking for something to do,
having been wadowed a couphe of vears previoushy, so 1
telephoned and asked how T could help. 1 explained [ was
ex-service and in my 70=, If vou are sfill breathing and
standing you are m came the reply. [ went out to meet Jim
the next day and indeed [ was in. Two weeks later | was
appointed Vice Chairman and three weeks later [ was on
my way to the Ukraine. We actually operated in four
countries, Poland, Ukraine, Czech and Slovak Republics,
Ukraine was by far the worse and seemed to have
received more severe freatment than the other countries,
Some of the tortures inflicted are still causing suffering
today. In Poland, there was an old lady, widow of 5 man in
the BAF, she was so poor and looked so dirty, After we
had paid out all the money, which was over a vears pay
would have been from their oam povernment, | went into
the rootn to talls to some of the beneficiaries.

When | got to her she said again through an interpreter
thank vou, now [ can buy some soap’. She coubd not
afford soap and bread and naturally bread won, she then
gave me a kiss and a very sad Qower. It took &l oy
willpower to prevent myself from crying. One of our
beneficiaries put his identity papers on the table, "That
looks like an ABG4, said [ to Jim, “It 1" he replied, “hat
how do you know?” "Because”™ I replied, “I have one

Sune with grafeful lady
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exactly like it." 1 don’t think these RAF types know much
ahout the Army!

It was hard work because every thing we took out to
these countries had to be begeed for. We had no help
from Government and we had to have coffee mornings
and various other fund raiEng unctions. Apart from
wriling letters, we had a Who's Who broken into three
parts, one each and we wrote leftters to masses of people.
Lotz of people were very generous, | remember a
hospital in Northampton telephoned to ask if we could
se 60 nurses uniforms = the Ukrainian Matron and
Doctors cried when they saw what we had bought for
them. All clothes and money wentl o the benelcianes
ani the equipment and blankels went to the hospital we
WETE SUpporiing.

Washing facilities in a children’s hospital ward

To gualify for aid the ex-servicemen and women and
widows of men who would have been eligible had 1o have
served with a Brtish force and been only under British
Command - hence my remark in the first paragraph
about the lifeline.

[ could go on for much longer but enough is enough, but
just one last escapade. Jim, Peter and 1 were travelling
from Prague to Bratizslava on a irain, & very uncomfortable
irain af that. The journey was to take several hours and all
went well until we were about 1o cross the border between
the Czech and Slovak Republics. Aboard came a horder
official, "Pazsports please’, | handed mine over and weni
on reading, Jim and Peter did likewise and went on
talking, After a very long wail, i seemed bke all day, we
were on our way and we all breathed freely again, We
were carryving £47, 000 m US dollars which was illegal
currency! Imagine what would have happened if the bag
had bevn found. We would all still be in one of their
nedorious prisons and 1 would not have been able to tell
vou about my experiences with Airbridge,

LADIES WHO LUNCH IN LINCOLNSHIRE
Mrs Chris Corker née Appleby W /425889
5 The Orchards Park, Priory Road, Ruskington,
Lincs N34 9D H

I mowved to Lincolnshire in August 2005 and at the WEAC
Dinner Club that year in Birmingham [ discovered that
there are quite a few ladies who bved in the county, After
returning home [ thought it might be a rather nice idea
to meet for lunch once a month or 8o a8 it seemed that
very few were able to et o a branch meeting



The original three! Chris Corker (WRAC), Guyneath
Siratten (WRACE, June Boobtlh (ATS! falee awthoress of the
above article abont Airbridge)

Al the Grand Feunion in Coventry, | placed a form on the
Information Board for anyone who would be interested in
lunching. Sadly, there was a limited response and at the
inaugural lunch on 26th Apnl at the Dall Hall, Lincoln
there were juzi 3 of uz. Subsequently, we arranged to
meet again on 12 June and our number had swelled to 7!
We have another lunch planned for 19 July and are
Inoking forward (o meeling again.

Standing l-r: Nora Jones (WRAC), Chris Corker (WRAC),
Averil Ward (WRAC), June Boath {ATS)

Sitting lr: Guyneth Stratten (WRAC), Jean Sperry (ATS),
Beryl Bulcher {WRAC)

Il any ladies in Lincolnshire would care to join us at &
future date we would be delighted (o see you.

Flease contact: Chris Corker on 01526 830483

email: Corkerd@aol.com or Gwyneth Stratten née Hayes
on 01400 230656 email: g stratten@btinternet.com

Alternatively, [ shall be at the WRAC Dinner Club in
Birmingham in (October.

VEE ROBINSON - MEMBER OF LEEDS BRANCH
RECOGNITION FROM ROYAL ARTILLERY
ASSOCIATION
Article submitted by Belly France, Secretary,
Leeds Branch

Al the General Assembly of the BA Association held in
Blackpool in May, Yee Bobinson was awarded a truly
deserved Certificate of Commendation. What a pity she

was tog ill to be there to accept it becausze she would have
received a standing ovation. Yee bas worked tirelessly for
more than 12 years to get due recognition for the part
payed by the members of the ATS in AA command in
WW IL She felt that the hardships and death endured by
these girls on the pun sites had largely been pushed ingo
the background and she determined to do something
about it. She wrote a book, got an interview on TV and set
about organising reunions, She plaved a huge part in
ratsing the money for a plot at The Arboretum and
arranged several visits and services of memorial there,

- - "
.E'I:IAA ATS celebrating Vee's award. Braving the wind and
T

e to her contact with Earl Kitchener all AA ATS were
allowed to become Life Members of the RA Association,
ATS in AA Command branch is the largest hranch of the
Association with almaost WH members,

All ex-AA ATS will be forever grateful to Vee for the
friendships renewed through her efforis and all send her
our very best wishes for improving health,

MRS DAPHNE HILL
(JUNIOR COMMANDER D) G PHILLIPS)
SOME RECOLLECTIONS OF THE ATS PROVOST
(RED CAPS)
MIDDLE EAST LAND FORCE 1941-1845

Editor: [ have taken the liberty to reprint this from the
eitey Daphne Hill entered onte the BEC WW2 Peoples’
War websife, It iz g fascinaling website and worth a visd §F
you kave wol dowe so already

About 194142 the war was in full swing in the Weslern
Deserl. The General Stalf had insufficient drivers to
take the replacement vehicles up to the Fronl, His
Majesty's Government gave permission bo recruit
Palestinians, and with the few ATS that had arrived in
Cairo, via the Cape, a recruiting and training centre was
opened in Sarafand, The basic training was the same as
that given in the UK, Their army number was prefixed
with the letter “F'. Four thousand Palesfinian women
joined the British Army during World War 1. Those
suitable as drivers joined the Driver Training Company
at Mena near the Pyramids, outside Cairo, and were
soon aking convovs of new vehicles round the clock up
o the Front in the Desert,

Meantime many women were emploved in the offices



and stores in the Command and in Palestine. | took up
my appointment as DAPM (Deputy Assistant Proviost
Marshal) British Troops Egypt in 1945. We had sections,
a Sergeant and so many NCOs in Cairo (HQ with CSM).
Alexandria and Moascar (the Suez Canal area) to carry
out police dutPDIE emp Veskoiulire g:de nsiiche
trips across the desert from Cairo to Alexandria avoiding
camels straving across the rosd, were rving in the
summer, We wore KD (BEhaki Doll) uniform jackets with
skirts and ankle socks and our legs soon got hrown, In
the winter the normal Ehaki serge battle dress was waorn.

Sunior Commander DG Plillips

In Alexandria, among other duties, the girls accompanied
the Anti-Vice Squad, picking up prostitutes and taking
them for medical checks. Soldiers were also picked up
for heing in a Red light district, The GOC thought that
the shock of men coming into contact with girls similar
bty thelr wives and sisters was an added punishment, The
street was internationally known as Sister Street,

Wedding reception in ATS bllets in Mogscar
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Among their normal duties, the Cairo Section was
responsible for custom control duties on the nightly
Cairo-Haifa train, which left every evening, reaching
Haifa am, and leaving the next evening to return to
Egypt. Egypt was a foreign country” and the customs
check was at Kantara on the Suez Canal where the train
crossed the bridge into Sinal, The number of servicee
personne] and cwilian ‘natives’ was so great that the train
was held up for hours, so in the end the Egyptian
authorities asked the Britizh to check our personnel plus
the Polish forces for contraband, which was done while
the train was on the move. The frain was very long, with
long corridors. Every carriage was full of people and
their baggage, The MCO opened the door and asked i
they had goods to declare. If someone looked guilty, you
had to check their baggage, and most had a lot] We joked
that we were looking Tor Baksheesh, Hazhish and
Mahleesh (couldn’t care less) = a joke on Arabic words.
We confiscated the booze, cigs and the normal goods,

A memory that is still with me - seeing dawn through
the train window - the moon, a palm tree and the dome
of @ mosque — a real Biblical acene, and then we slowed
down for Gaza.

Twao girls went up and down every night. The women |
commanded, the sentor NCOs, were from the UK mosthy.
We were a mixed crowd — Palestinians, girls from India,
Cyprus, various European countries. They gossiped away
in their rooms (in a house) in Hebrew, | would hear the
CEM telling them “Get moving. [ do oot know what vou
are saying, but get on and DO IT. The girls got on well
logether and we were a happy unit. One L/Cpl, 8 Greek,
I am sure could not read ordecs, but the gids covered for
her!

Cairo section on parade and waiting for the [nspecting
Cificer, the Provost Marshal

The Palestine Command had their own ATS Provost unit,
but the train duties were run from Caire. In 2005 [ am
still im touch with L/Cpl M Missim from Jerusalem, now
Mrs Robins in Florida,

O reflection, it was a privilege to have seen the Holy
Land before the touriztz, been inside the Pyramid, and
watched the belly dancers in the night clubs of Caieo,
and generally o have been there,



THE VIOLETTE 5ZABO MUSEUM
(zina Shadrack, Secretary, Chelmsford Branch

It was a pleasant surprize to see the Founder and owner
of the museum, Miss Rosemary Righy MBE, present at
the Grand RelhDE ©@o mip Hessorith iderVersiond
commemarative gifts which she had available to those
wishing to support the museun opened 1o keep us
aware of the remendoiz sacrifice Violette made for her
country during the Second World War and for which she
recemwved the GC. As she first servied in the ATS we have
a special reazon to be grateful to her.

For those of us who do nol know the whole story,
Violette became a Special Apent and was parachuted into
France several times on special missions. She spoke
fluent French and was a particelarty skilled agent. AL the
time of the last mizsion she had married and had & small
davghter. In June 1944 18 was with reluctance she was
asked o do one more drop. T waz vital to the war that
zhe did, Unfortunately she was captured by the
(Germans, taken out and shot. Her body was then burned,

The museum is in the grounds of a house called
“Cartref” ance the home of Violette's aunt and where she
often staved during the school holidays. Recently Miss
Kighv was ahle to buy the house and has erected a small
brick building confaining vast quantities of mermaorabilia
which is open to the public. It was officially opened in
June 2000 by Virginia McEenna who played the part of
Violette in the flm ‘Carve her name with Prade’ and her
daughter Tania, together with people from all over the
world who flocked to join the celebration.

At the time Chelmsford Branch was on holiday and only
4 mibes “up the road”. We visited one morming and Miss
Eighy opened up ezpecially for uz. We are proud to say
we were the first branch of the Association to do so. We
have since become “Friends of the Museum"” and gladlby
given an annual donation of £6 towards itz upkeep, Other
branches may feel they might like to do likewise and
donations would be much apprecited, Wrile to Miss
Eozemary Fighy MBE at The Violette Szabo Museuwm,
“Cartref”, Trump Lane, Wormelow, Herfordshire

Tel: 011981 340477

O wisit was a memorable occasion It left its mark on us
for the rest of the day as we quietly rememberad how

much was given to us by one person........ who hegan as a
member of ATS.

Chelmsford Branch outside the musenm. The Curator,
Mizz Righy is the lady in blne holding the leaflefs.

MAUNDY SERVICE GUILDHALL CATHEDRAL
Beryl Montague-Butlin
iPhotographs courtesy of Eric Mongan and Beryl's son

Beryl Montague-Butlin is one of the recipients and she
livies with her dog in Cranleigh. She served in the
WEAC, has been sctive on Cranleigh Council and now is
& volunteer al the Cathedral as a guide, flower arranger
and assists with brass rubbing. Here i her story

The Sunday before, d large gentleman came info the
Cathedral as a visitor with his wife and turned out to be
the senior NCO of Yeoman of the Guard = he came to
“pace” the Cathedral. He explained that every slope and
step had 1o be pegotiated while holding huge and very
heavy Maundy trave on their heads holding all the purses
and they were mever (o look down! What a privilege. [ felt
I had acguired inside information,

The Yeoman carrving the dishies of alms

When the Thursday morning arrived, my voungest BAF
som arrived to be my “companton”. We drove in ffom
Cranleigh very early o find the whole hill swarming with
police and mobile HOx. The daffodils on the roundabout
and Cathedral hill were just out in full Bloom and we got
through each identify check. 1st burdle = the wind was
blowing hard = the fabulous hats had to be beld onto
heads as we wenl (o the large marguee to be checked in
by the Almoners Saff, Companions were accompanied by
the Boyal Wandsmen (10 foot high staff which could be
geen overheads while the recipients sat to hear
information from the Lord High Almoner and the Dean
whio wizshed us a wonderful day, The Cathedral was filling
and humming with anticipation. Then the processions
started, seven of them, very stately and stepping together
led by our Vergers. The last great procession surrounds
The Queen who was in a beautiful cream outfit, | don't
know how others felt - 1 had butterflies. The choirs were
superh and the congregation sang with great voice. The
Duke of Edinburgh read the first lesson beautifully and
itve ceremaony hegan. Her Majesty came down the
Chancel steps followed by the Roval Almoners and the

Bl



Yeomen carrying the huge loaded trays. Each recipient
thanked The Queen giving a litthe bow or curtsey,

; :
) 'impressot Fre

1

The Queen distribules e purses

After a circuit of the South aisle with the choir still
singing she returned to the Chancel, then the 2nd lesson
wasz read and the procession headed for us on the Morth
side. She came towards me and stopped in front of me
sayving “What wonderful badges”, and asked what they
were, | answered “The WRAC Ma'am and the recenthy
issued Veterans one’, It was most exciting to speak to her
and my son behind had an enormous grin on his face. My
other fantastic memory s of the Yeoman of the Guard.
Those not carrving the Maundy were holding very long
staffs. As they processed, every time their rght feet hit
the marble flooring all the staffs hit the floor exactly

Beryl Montague-Butlin with her Manndy purse

fi2

together. The bang was incredible and the precision
fantaztic. What a wonderful morning. Superb pageantry
linking precious traditions 2iretching back through the
ages - only the British can hoast such wonderful history
carrying on since Christ's washing of the feet of his
disciples. We have those incredible breathtaking
memories of the service in the Cathedral to treasure. All
of us recipients were more or less the same age as Her
Majesty and were hoping she will be our Monarch till her
life ends and her crown will be handed on.

The acteal Mawndy Movey
Photograph courtesy of The Swrvey Herald

ATS ENEELER FOR HM THE QUEEN"S
B0TH BIRTHDAY
Mary Beeston
77 Campion Housge, Holgate Road, Heath Town,
Waolverhampton WY10 OPX

[ thought you would be interested (o see this photograph
of an ATS kneeler which was handed in to Buckingham
Palace as a birthday present to HM The Queen, The
kneeler was worked by Mrs Lovise Ehodes who waz one
of the ladies who helped o produce all the ATS kneelers
now in 5 Andrew's Church, Worthy Down,

[ understand that the kneeler is likely to go to 54
George’s Chapel at Windsor where it should bring back
happy memories for The Cueen of her tme o the ATS.

The ATE kneeler made for The Queen'’s 808k Fivthday
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DIAMOND WEDDING - PRIOR DIAMOND WEDDING - DAVIES - TAYLOR
PDF CYmpEE¥or Free Version

Flat 3 Bincleaves Eméi, 28 Bincleaves Hoad,
Weymouth I'T4 2RL

Brigr and Sylvia on their Wedding Day |

A chance meeting has led to 60 happy vears for Svivia

and the Bev Brian Prior. The couple married on January

12, 146 in Torquay after meeting at a church service at
Trimity Congregational Church, Eeading. Bran was on

leave serving with the Roval Berkshire Regiment and

Sylvia serving with the ATS was off-duty. |

Having been accepted for full time ministry Brian took

on his first pastorate in Somerset in 1555 and later at Private Li“ﬁﬂ Taytor ATS from London and Sergeant ;
Hope United Reformed Church in Weymouth from Gerald Davies from l:armarlh::n n:u:i at q'IE Café de Pans
1959-1571. He has also worked in Birmingham and | (Muffield Centre) near Piceadilly Circus in January 1944,

Harwich, Essex, before retiring in 1987, In March 1946 they ied and on 30 March 2006 they

celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary with
rends and family in Carmarthen,

A private recepiion and a celebration zervice at the Hope ‘
United Reformed Church on Sunday, January 15 were
enjoyved with their two sons and daughter and four -
grandchildren along with many renewed acquaintances ‘ G0tk Anniversary

from the area,

Livness reader Lilian would love to hear from any ATS
pals and can be contacted on 01267 232000,

£l



DIAMOND WEDDING - KINGHORN - HELYER
Mra Kinghorn
22 Annan Road, High Grange, Billingham T523 3EY

Wedding Day

On 20h Agril 1946 al Norton Church, Norton-on-Tees,
Corporal Olive Helver (MHAA) married Private Joseph
Kinghorn, Border BEegt home from Burma after being
wounded. Joe gol leave from Preston Hospital to ger

o oy
'f_'ll'_'r.l-li.

GIFT AID DONATIONS IN RESPECT OF
THE WRAC ASSOCIATION
(Reg No 206184)
including
THE ATS AND WRAC BENEVOLENT
FUND

Since 6 April 2000, Deeds of Covenant
have been replaced by Gift Aid as means
of giving to charity.

@ |If you are a UK Taxpayer, you can
make a Gift Aid Declaration when you
make a donation to charity. By
making such a declaration, the
receiving charity can reclaim any tax
you have paid on you donation. This
will give the Association or the
Benevolent Fund an extra 28p for
every £1 you donate.

® Gift Aid Declarations may be written
or given orally over the telephone.

@ |f your circumstances change and you
no longer pay tax on your income
and/or capital gains at least equal in
amount to the tax that the charity
reclaims, you should cancel your
declaration,

@ You can cancel the declaration at any
time simply by notifying us that you
wish to do so. If an oral declaration is
cancelled within 30 days from the
date on which written confirmation is
sent, it will be as if the oral
declaration had never been made.

@ |If you are a high rate taxpayer, you
can claim further tax relief in your
Self-Assessment Tax Return.

@ |f you are unsure whether or not your
donations qualify for Gift Aid tax
relief, please contact the Association
HQ on 01962 887570 or ask your
local tax office for leaflet IR 113 Gift
Aid.

& Please notify the Association HQ of
any change of address.




Letters to the Editor

& WERE CE
YOU AT WARWICK CONFEREN
CENTRE?

Mary Santor . )
74 Wallern Road, Beaington, Herts SG2 715

Dear Editar

erding our wonderful reunion 4_.|.t Warwiclk
E;“n‘i:ir;tt"ty | brui-hed shoulders briefly with alady WE.T.
<aid 10 me “You were at Camberley were you not?” My
response was “Yes, | was the inbake he'[u!:ru The Quesn ™
This lady then told me that she wis an instructor at
Camiberley - but because ol the meler of people
surging about at the time we hecome separated.

ihle that you could find out who this lady = for
I:n:? TJ\:Huulﬁ o much Tike 1o get in ouch with her.

\ ,z

THE ROUTE OF THE VICTORY
2 I PARADE

Miss
Flat 14 Grosvenor Court, 96 §)
Lotdon mgﬁwg‘“ﬁ

Dear Editor

s nieresied & goe the b of the
Victory March in Lioness .gwu

ne wha can remem
m? b ber the route of the

1 can remember Hyde Park, Chdord
Whitehall, The Mall, Constiution Hil por
how did we get from Chdord Cireus 1o
Whitehall? T would so like to know.

Unit 52 - 6 Sepia Court, Rockingham,
Telk: (08) 9527 8825

| Dear Editor

It is a Jong time since | wrote to you with news of our
little: group in Perth, Western Australia [ am pleased to
say we are siill meeting every three months for our
session of Coffee and Chat followed by luncheon at the
ANZAC Club in Perth.

MMmm mhm“,é. ﬂ
inability to use public transport has canght up with
theem, bt we sl smanige (0 have an atiendance of

For the third year running we were able to enjoy the
company of Nina Garnham {from the London branch)
at our February luncheon. We would be so pleased to
welcome any ex ATS/WRAC who should be visiting
neet every first Wednesday of February, May, August
telephone number,

enable some of us to join you at the Grand Reunion -
alas it did not happen, but our thoughts were with you
and | am sure it was a roaring success.

| would welcome any news or information on the.
whereabouts of Nan Kirkwood (from Scotland who
married Sgt Bryn Griffiths about 1955), or Jackie
wmmmm me in Nairobi 1953
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WERE YOU WITH “TYNE ORANGE?"
Mes Barbara Fosdick née Mason
304 — 1217 Pandora Avenue, Victoria B C,

PDFiGompiréssér Free Version

Dear Editor

Your 'Bumpm’aﬂﬂmulm:mhuhm'mmd
here in Canada. Though 1 have lived here for
almost 60 vears, it is still Always Tike a joyful letter
from “home".

1 wais 17 and joined the ATS in Angust 1941. | had
only been in Ack Ack (473 Battery) for two
months the night our section “Tyne Ornnge”
Brought down a “hostile” plane as it attacked
ships around Newcastle. On 8 December 1941, 1
was the spoiter on duty with Cpl Lorna Venning
arid it was the first time ever thal women were
givn&cmdﬂﬂwasﬁﬂingin a successiul action. 1
wonder if anyone remembers that night and the
fuss that the visiting “hrass”, the news media and
the politicians made of us next day.

F

There were terrible times and there were good
times. We made lasting friendships that conlinue
to this day. | was lucky enough to spend a moth
i Austraiia visiting Bunty (Jones} Beattie and 1
ﬁuunﬂa.gr::iuusmdwehmminghuﬂmin
Freddie Weatherly when [ attended the last ATS
Ack Ack Reunlon in York. 1t was greal o see Bats
Hall again. | was also in 463 and 670 Batteries and

wonder if anyone reinembers “Tanky” Mason?

¥YOU THOUGHT YOU KNEW WHAT THE
WORDS MEANT?

The Washington Post bas published

. the win
submissions o s vearly contast, in which mﬂﬁ
asked to supply altermate meanings for common words.

And the winners are;

1. Coffee, (n} The person upon whom ona coughs,

2. Fi
mﬂhﬂgﬂﬂ;ﬁ,ﬂ WIM by discovering how

g.m;?mhja, iv} To attempt an explanation whibke
4. Negligent, ad|. Absaniminded SN

i S i ﬂiﬂﬂuﬂwn.w an g the door
&, Lymph, () To watk with a lisp.

6. Flatulence, (n) Emergency vehicle that picks
someone who has been run over by a steamrolier, i

7. Testicle, (n) A humorous question on an axam.

8. Cryster, (n) A i
~ mﬂﬁﬂ:’m" whi sprinkles his conversation

9. Frisbeetarianism, (n) The belisf that death
mdﬂrﬂupnnmmnmﬂmﬂmmm. e

o Caton ils
i

1wrote to June and

T ne and asked her o visit. She did
R o
T e 9 vears, hope o
w"*.”__‘_-;.!- s ﬂihr portunity to chat about

We huve o thank the Liowess for geting us back

oiether and | realy hope i helgs other friends to

Editor: Excellent wews. This kind of letter mekes nry

day!

66




only goes to prove what a small workd it is.

40 YEARS REUNION
Miss Joyee Nicholls
54 Mayberry Avenue, Redhill, Hereford HR2 7QT

Dear EdittPDF Compressor Free Version

It was with greal pleasure that today | was reunited
with the girl who joined the WHRAC with me.
Although we did not know each other before
meeting in the Army Careers Office, we thoroughly
enjoved the time spent travelling from Hereford to
Shrewsbury on 23 March 1966 when we took the
Queen's shilling and signed up, On 4 April 1966, we
headed off tn Guildford, Queen Elzabeth Barrucks.

My new friend was Jenny Jukes who came from
Ross-on-Wye, We were never stationed at the seme:
unit but we followed each other on posting, When
Jenny came out of the army she wient 1o live in
Avstralin and we lost touch for a while. When the
formed, one of dnﬂm:nhwn Hu':.rm;r‘fw
ane of our

mlﬁﬂhﬁrmwhl&hhdhiﬂﬁhﬂ
goddanghter was Jenny! We did enoy a good Liugh
at the coincidence and to cut a long story short,
Mary reunited me with Jenny.

Jemmy and Joyee — 40 yeary later!
Einnnl'.‘ntn,,lmnrmd Ihmmdlmmmlt&nu.

forces, We also mansged to find out bow many
people we had in common. This was amaxing and

FIVE GENERATIONS ON ONE SOFA
Mra Doreen Lane née Howland
51 Herne Bay Road, Tankerton, Whitstable,
Rent CTS 21

Liear Editor
When [ was in the ATS from 19411945 1 MEVET, il

my wildest dreams, thought T would become a
great-great-grandmother!

I'm enclosing a photograph of our five gencrutions
taken at Christmas 2005, From right to left are -
mysell, my daughter, Pat Goodwin, her daughter
Pauline, her son Luke and his daughter Shyia Lara.
| wonder if any of my ex-colleagues who were High
Speed Wireless Ops at the War Office betweer
1344 and 1945 remember me?

Mrs Lane and her famrily

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A MEMBER?

vears membership,

The WRAC Association now has badges to denote how long you
have been a member of the Assoclation. The badges are based

on a plain version of the Association badge and the silver one is
for 25 years membership and the gold coloured one is for 40

You can buy the badges from WRALC Association HOQ at Worthny
Down. The silver coloured onas are £3 and the gold coloured ones
are £4. Cheques should be made payable to WRAC Association.




Poems

PDF Coliptessér Free Version

When the barrage opens out to greet the raiding
Hun=

Don't forget the girks out there

The girls behind the guns

When you hear the boom of fire

And see the sky alight

Remember thev're on duty

In the front line of the fight.

When the barrage has subsided

and the raiders passed

When the All Clear sounds

And you can get o bed at last

More than grateful vou should feel

For all that they have done to keep you safe
Socdon't forget the girls behind the puns.

Patience Strong
=enl in by Jackie Navsmith
Secretary, Bristol Branch

e

PREPARING FOR WINTER hY

H you wish to stay warm in the cold winter snow,

Here are ane or two facts that vou really shoukd
know,

Keep o hat on your head and thick sacks on your
Loes,

Wear boots if vour have them, they're warmer than
shoes,

Wear your hat well pulled down 4l 1t covers your
EArs,

(I Jack Frost nips those they'll reduce vou b lears).

It goes without saying you'll wear gloves or mittens,

Wear both, and your fngers will be warm ag Kittens.

With all these extremitics well under cover,

It just leaves your nose which may give vou some
bother.

So wrap a thick scarf round to cover it well,

You'll feel really. warm by now, truth to tefl.

A bell round vour middle will keep your rear warm,

When dressed up like this vou will come fo no
harm.

Your fingers will fingle, you'll feel all a-glowing,

By the time you are ready vou'll ind s stopped
snowing!

Elizabeth Lapham
secretary, Stockport Branch

September 2005

WRAC INTERNATIONAL REGISTER

| must apologise for the lack of newsletters/
updates to the Register during the last 12
months. This has been mainly due to family
commitments and the demise of my
computer. My faithful computer has gone to
the IT graveyard at the dump and with it any
opportunity to reproduce a Register, | have a
new computer and am in the unenviable
position of re-typing the Register all over
again. Despite the long slow process | have
taken the opportunity to revamp the Register
BUT the changes will take me much longer
to complete. Hopefully you will, eventually,
find the Register much improved.

An update of the Registrar will be completed
and dispatched as soon as possible. Thank
you for bearing with me during this difficult
tima but | sinceraly hope that the new
Reqgister will be worth the wait.

E Ann Butler-Deakin
14 Ash Rise

Moss Pitt

Stafford

ST17 9HE

Tel: 01785 249992




HOME ALONE

Ui s minnages, or af least T was,
I'd hurey here and bustle there, ol ves; [ was the boss.

e wie PRFIGOIRreRS G FEkE Version

Well, up 1o about three weeks dgo, until ehe fell off o
chair,

Painting the kitchen ceiling, nof faking enough care,

She's resting now in hospital, she's going to be all right,

But [ hope ghe comes home prety soon becanse things
aren’t golng rght,

[ thowght it would be g doddle, if's onbe housework after
all,

A bit of cooking and washing, and cleaning the lounge
and hall,

The Hoover was the first fo go, it sticks to the floor Hke
glue,

I've tried Hfting it op, vou know, but the corpet comes up,
oo

Shie wion'l mind aboot the Hsover much, but sheTl miss
the microwave,

I tried o heat o tin of soup, now iU's gone oo far 1o sive,

Garwd ! It mparkled and it rattded, now the ingide’s all mock
nnd fat,

We‘:}}l;;w never used the microwave, she alwavs does all

The central heating is on the blink, it does that now and
then,

She fiddles with the buttons and it all comes right again.

I've tried, |'ve pressed and twisted, 've screwed it all up
tight,

Mow il's freezing cold-in the dovtime; and bothng hot s
night.

I've had to change my-duvet; enkey, whot s job,

And all | ended up wiathwas a grest big lumpy blob,

I had to get right mside o gl it bo lay flat,

Welll I've never changed a duvet — she always does all
fhat.

e given up on the washing machine, that's another
=5,

My whites are pink; my pants are green, and everyihing's
covered in ssoe.

Im imisging all my programmes, thal video 50 mystery,

I have pead all the instructions but you nissd a science
depree.

Yet, ghe seems o make it work, it's a wonder, that's a (@,

I don’t know how she manages i muke i do all that

| miss her most at bedtime; when she holds me close, and
H i1

She builds me up and calms me down and pats me on the
hnck.

As if | sort the problems out and keep us right on track

But, here, alone, | can't pretend - she mostly does all
that.

Submitted by Beryl Newell
Caolchester

Written by John Howlett,
Daventry, Northants

‘LIPSTICK WARRIORS'

BY PATRICIA DOORNBOSCH
Sue Kingsbury
Ousel Mest Gatehouse, Grange Road,
Bromley Cross, Bolton BLT 94X

Last summer | met up with my mother's old
war-time friend, Pat Doombosch (nee Clark)
whio now lives in Canada. Pat was a staff car
drive in the ATS and attached to General
Eisenhower’s Supreme Headquarters Allied
Expediticnary Force in England, France and
Germany. At the end of the War, she drove for
the British Control Commission in Berlin,

Fat in Berlin

Whan the War was over, Pat wrote a novel
based on her tima in the ATS called Lipstick
Wamiors., Many of the exploits Pat and my
mizther shared in the ATS can be recognised
I the book. Pat used o visil us when | was a
child but | was never allowed to read the
manuscript as there are some fsgud
passages! However, whan | met Pat last
summer, she finally lat me read it. She had
always hoped to publish the book and |
brought it back to England fo try to find a
publisher. Traditional publishing did seem a
possibility but. given Pat's age. it was going
to take too long. In the end, we published it
ourselves with Diggory Press, 50+ vears after
it was written!

'‘Lipstick Warriors'

foliows the adventuras L
and romances of thresa v.r s
young women as they ;

drive their staff
officers though
England, France and
Germany. It is set
against the
background of actual
historical events. It
describes day-today
routine in the ATS but
the expariences are based entirely on Pat's
life at the time.

Published in paperback, the book retails at
£8.99 and can be bought from independent
bookshops, amaron.com, play.com or post
frae from the above addrass.,




Obituaries — their final salute

MAJOR BARBARA TAUNTON NEE CUNLIFFE
PDF Compressor Free Version
Enlisted Feb 1939 served to 15944
Re-Enfisted 1947 zerved to 1950
Postings: 6 Western MT Coy (FANY)
27 Lancaster MT Coy
MT RASC Trg Regt Edinburgh
Coventry Coy Att VR
12 Bn WRALC Lon[hst

Barbara Taunton towether with Col Beity Mcle was
instrumental in startng e Salisbury Branch in 1950,
Barbara served as Chairman to 1958, Col McFie took
over in 1959 and served until 1963, Barbara Taunton took
over again in 1966 to 1968, In September 1993 she was
appointed President of Salisbury Branch and served until
1998,

Sadly in 2000, her health started to deteriorate, and
whilst she would always try to attend the branch
Christmas Lunch, she was unable to attend mestings.
Twelve members of the Salisbury Branch attended her
funeral on 24 Movemher 2005

MAJOR EDWINA COVEN CBE DL JP
21 OCTOBER 1921 - 15 DECEMBER 2005

Edwinag Coven with Colowels Frances Hutley, Nan
Robertzon, Shivley Nield and Audrey Smith after they had
received the Freedom of the City of London

This address was given by Colonel Audrey Stmith at the
Memaorial Service held in The Church of St Lasrence
Jewry-next-Guildhall on 11 May 2006,

I first met Major Edwina Coven some 40 vears ago and,
whilst she was slightly awe inspiring to a voung officer, it
was fascinating (o listen to her stories about the City of
London and ifs history and traditions, To us she was a
larger than life character who was always doing exciting
things but many of us can thank her for her support in
different ways throughout the years.

Ly

Edwina Instone enrofled into the ATS on 19 January 1942
a few months after her 212t birthday, After completing
her regular service she remained on the Beserve of
OMGeers unbl she reached the age limit in 1972, Having
completed her basic training in Halifax her potential was
recognised vnusually quickly and she was sent to Mo 2
Officer Cadet Training Unit at Windsor from where she
was appointed to a Commission just before the end of
August 1942,

she was commizzioned as a Second Subaltern and her
firgt posting was (o Huddersfield, After that she spent the
rest of the War vears in regimental duty appomiments or
a8 a junior stall officer in five different units in areas of
the United Kingdom streftching from Leeds to Eent. She
is remembered during that time as an able officer,
admired for her individual and forthright views, who was
an amusing companion with a fund of fascinating stories.

Shortly after the war ended she was posted near
Morthampion for a vear before leaving for the British
Army of the Bhine, where she served in Cuxhaven and
then moved to the Hook of Holland. Fluent in French, she
qualified as an Interpreter and was recommended for an
appointment as a Liaison Officer. On returning to the
United Kingdom, she spent a short time as OC of the ATS
in 5 Anti Aircraft Group. One of her fellow officers found
her a formidable tennis opponent and a generous and
hospitable hostess, Later in 1949, her language ability was
recogiized and she was posted (o the War Office for
duties with the Western Union Defence Orpanisation
which was responsible for the planning for the formation
of MATO. She was a Staff (fficer m the Policy and Plans
Division and remained in that post for three vears. Thirty
five years later she was defighted to hear that | was to be
the first British female Army Officer to attend the NATO
Defence College in Rome, which was to be followed by a
Joint Service rotational post on the Internaticnal Military
Staff of NATO Headguarters in Brussels.

She married Frank Coven in 1951 but remained in the
service until 1956 which was unusoal then and was
indicative that her ability and experience were greatly
valued.

Throughout her service she always displayed an
excellent sense of duty, and set a firsgt rate example,
While insisting on high standards in others she also
achieved high standards hersell. Possessing excellent
porwers of written and oral expression, she was intensely
loyal, could think on her feet and was never afraid to use
her own initiative.

At Dinner Mights and other Association occazions at the
WEAL Centre at Guildford, she had generations of
young officers spellbound by her stories about the City of
London and her experiences in Television, There is no
doubt that her achievements in those early days of
women in the Begular Army forged a path for her
successors to follow,

After leaving the WRAC, she continued her involvenent



with the Association. For well over thirty years she was
responsible for providing the advertising for the Corps
magazine Lioness which was an unsung but vital task.
She was a member of the Council of the WRAC
Association from 1973 — 1980 was a Vice President from
1964 — 1988, VRPDEhGrempressordinee ¥ersion
appointed Chairman 1988 - 1990, | am a member of
Council and Chairman of the Grants Committee, but | am
also a Liveryman, which iz largelv due to Edwina
supporting me fo become a Freeman of the City of
London while still serving and then constantly
encouraging me o become a Livervman when I left the
Army.

Evervone in the Corps was always grateful to her that we
were able to have several magical and unforgettable
dinners at the Guildhall and we were abways so proud of
the fact that the Band of the Women's Royal Army Corps
participated in the Lord Mayvor's show for many years.
Edwina Coven was justifiably proud of her service in the
Army as we are proud of her many achievements in the
city and elsewhere,

W/155241 MARGARET GRACE ERSKINE

Margaret Erskine died on 7 Aprl 2006 after a very long
bravely fought battle against cancer. The last fow months
were spent in a Residential Home, something she
delayed doing, being such an independent Scots woman.

Margaret enlizted in 1942 and was finally demwobbed in
1962, having spent those vears during the YWar on Ack-
Ack Sites in Devon (1942 < 1946), In 1948 - 1952 ghe
served in the ATS/WEAC Provost, mainly in London amnd
South East England. Her final ten vears of service were
spent in her beloved Scotland as a WRAC/Spt Recruiler
in Glasgow. She then emigrated o Perth, Weslern
Australia.

She will be missed for her humour, wit and friendship, as
well as the pleasure she gave to 20 many with her lovely
soft Scots voice,

Jovee Seward
3236 Sepia Court, Fockingham, Western Australia 6168

W/50646 MRS GRACE MATHERS

Mra Mathers joined the ATS in September 193% and
served throughout her service at ATS records in
Winchester, She left in March 1944 for family reasons.

In 1947 she became a founder member of the

Wimbledon Branch of the WRAC Association. She saw

the branch rise from a handful of members 1o over 100

who met for varying meetings once a month, In 1999 she

was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation, presented at

E::::dfl?rdl in recognition of her devoted service to the
ch.

Unforfunately in August 2005, she suffered a heavy fall
which finally left her wheel chair bound. She entered

Dvwnlandz Park Nursing Home, Havwards Heath and
passed away on Bth March 2006 at the ape of B9 years,

We had just celebrated our fi#th Wedding Anniversary.

Cergee and ey hushand Charles

She will be greatly missed by family and friends. She had
many friends, including some from overseas who
regularly kept in touch with each other.

Mr Charles Mathers
1 Tower House Close, Cuckfield, West Sussex RHIT 5EQ

WINIFRED MAUD MURRAY
(W/6487 SGT GAITT ATS)

Winifred Murray who died o6 12th February 2006 at the
agre of 89, joined the ATS in January 1939. She served in
a numbert of locations in the UK and was promoted
Sergeant in 1942, Then in March 1944 she was posted to
No. 1 ATS Clerical Company in East Africa Command
where she gerved with No. 1 Sub Depot East African
Army Ordnance Corps.

She is survived, and sorely missed, by her hushand, her
two 2ons and three daughters,

East Africa ATS Reunion 1958
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Winitred and lan'’s Wedding

CAPTAIN MAY CONLEY TD

After serving for many vears with Roval Signals TAL May
Conley became a Dirving Test Examiner and was posted
to the Becruiting Office in Leeds where she did great

SETVICE.

In 1967 she was persuaded to form a Branch of the
WERAC Association which frst started meetings at Leeds
University. The Branch Qourished under Capt Conley as
Secretary, Treasurer and Chairman and i= still
functioning even with zadly diminizhing numbers. May
Conley fervently believed in the objects of the
Association which are to bring together with friendship
and support all ladies who have served in any branch of
thee Army. To this end she devoted much of her life even
when she became seriously ill.

We often forget people who are the workers in the
background but May Conley will never be forgotten by
those who have known her and been influenced by her
example.

COPY DEADLINE

Articles for inclusion in the next edition of
the Lioness must be received by

430 November 2006
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ARMSTRONG Mrs Joyce Armstrong, née Tring, of Canada, on 13 April
2006. ATS

ASHCROFT Mrs Joyce Ashcroft, née Powrie, of Perth, on 14 January
2006. ATS

ASHLEY Mrs Joan Ashley, née Crouch, of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, in
December 2005. ATS

g% I\I/\I/{ijgzlc)ﬁ %}bﬂﬁﬁ !?ng, of Toronto on h%hiprﬂ 0]]

BEECHAM MTrs Irene Joan Beecham née Bonner of Market Drayton,
on 29 March 2006. ATS

BELLINGHAM Miss M ] (Joan) Bellingham of Bath, in January 2006.
ATS

BORRILL Mrs Mavis Mary Borrill, née Nash, of Sleaford, Lincs, on 18
June 2006. ATS

BOSSARD Mrs Janet Elizabeth Bossard, née Walker of
Cambridgeshire, on 7 March 2006. WRAC

BOTTLEY Mrs Margaret Bottley of Littlebrough, in May 2006. ATS
BREEDS Miss Grace Florence Eliza Breeds of St Leonards-on-Sea, on
16 April 2006. ATS

BURGE Mrs Pamela Burge, née Cooley, of Paisley, on 17 June 2006.
ATS/WRAC

BURNETT Miss Annie Jane (known as Nancy) Burnett of Portsmouth,
on 22 May 2006. WRAC

BUTLER Mrs May Butler formerly Stevens/King of South Shields, date
not known. ATS

CAWLEY Mrs Sylvia Cawley of Newport, on 12 October 2005. ATS
CHAMBERS Mrs F A J Chambers, née Bean, of Worthing, on 9 January
2006. ATS

CHESTER Mrs Edna Chester, née Pilcher, of Guernsey, on 24
December 2005. ATS

CLARK Mrs Grace Clark, née Smith, of Offley, on 23 April 2006. ATS
COLES Mary Georgiana (known as Georgie) Coles of Tiverton, on 9
May 2006. ATS/WRAC

COLLEY Mrs Kathryn Colley, née Hughes, of Boldre, in January 2005.
WRAC

CONLEY Mrs May Conley, née Harrison, of Leeds, on 23 March 2006.
WRAC

DAVIS Mrs Kathleen Mary Davis of Ross-on-Wye, date not known. ATS
DAVISON Mrs Sheila Davison, née Jackson, of Dunfermline, on 17
March 2006. ATS

DORAN Mrs Theresa Doran, née Caudy, of Merseyside, on 7 May 2006.
WRAC

DUFF Mrs Isabella Duff of Perth, on 22 March 2006. Affiliated Member
DUMMER Miss Nancy Dummer of Kings Lynn, June 2006. ATS
DUNCALF Mrs Ruby Victoria (known as Vicky) Duncalf, née Rigby, of
Southport, on 7 January 2006. ATS

ELLIOTT Mrs Elsie Elliott, née Williams, of Fife, on 2 February 2006.
ATS

EMMENS Mrs Olive Mary Emmens, née McGovern, of
Wolverhampton, in January 2006. ATS

FORD Mrs Joyce (known as Judy) Irene Ford, of Bicester, date not
known. ATS

FOWLER Mrs Joan Fowler, née Kellett, of Preston, on 5 February 2006.
ATS

FROST Mrs Joan Winifred Frost, née Doyle, of Cambridge, on 17 June
2006. ATS

GIBSON-HILL Mrs Ella Gibson-Hill, née Hill, of Edinburgh, on 18 April
2006. WRAC

GILES Miss Doris May Giles of Martock, on 2 April 2006. ATS

GUY Mrs Patricia Guy, née Pennell, of Downham Market, Norfolk, on 17
March 2006. ATS

HARDY Mrs Elsie Hardy, of Ossett, in June 2006. ATS

HARFORD Mrs Margaret Harford, née Midwinter, of Caernarfon, on 18
December 2005. ATS

HARRIES Mrs Pat Harries, of Cardiff, in February 2006. ATS

HARRIS Miss Odette Harris of Englefield Green, on 15 March 2006.
ATS/WRAC

HAY Miss Margaret Hay of Melrose, in March 2006. ATS

HELLICAR Mrs Rachael Edna Hellicar, née Harrap, of Farnborough, on
18 March 2006. ATS

HENNINGS Miss Joan Hennings of Lewisham, on 27 March 2006. ATS
HENSHALL Miss Marion Henshall of Stoke-on-Trent, on 24 May 2006.
WRAC

HILL Mrs Madge Hill, née Lanford, of Coles Hill, on 6 December 2005.
ATS

HOGARTH Miss Margaret Hogarth of Edinburgh, in February 2006.
ATS/WRAC

HOLLAND Miss Margaret Joan Holland of Shropshire, date not known.
ATS

HOOPER Mrs Lilian Hooper, née Beebee,of Wolverhampton, in January
2006. ATS

HYDE Mrs Vera Hyde, née Thorpe of Aylestone in May 2006. ATS
JAMIESON Mrs Trudy Jamieson, née Howden, of Morley, Leeds, on 21
February 2006. ATS

JESTY Mrs Annie (known as Nancy) Jesty, née Graham, of Peacehaven,
on 20 June 2005. ATS

JOHNS Mrs Jessica Mary Johns, née Graham, of Plymouth, on 13
January 2006. ATS

JOHNSON Mrs Betty Johnson of Bradford, on 26 December 2005. ATS
JORDAN Mrs Mercy F Jordan, née Battle, of Canterbury, on 28
February 2006. ATS

KEMP Mrs Barbara Kemp, née Plunkett, of New Zealand, on 20
December 2005. ATS

KERRISON Mrs Ennis Barbara Kerrison, née Jeffs, of Daventry, on 22
January 2006. ATS

KNOTMAN Mrs Vida Knotman, née Crossley, of Stockport, on 24
December 2005. WRAC

LANDFORD-LEWIS Mrs M Landford-Lewis, née Roberts, of Wrexham,
on 23 February 2006. ATS

TLAWN Mrs Sheila May Lawn of Hull, on 17 March 2006. ATS

LEHER Mrs Johann (known as Ann) Leher, née Burke, of Dundee, on 1
May 2006. WRAC

MAIN Mrs Evelyn Main of Aberdeen, on 16 November 2005. ATS
MARYAN Mrs Joan Esther Maryan, of Northampton, date not known.
ATS

MATHERS Ms Grace B Mathers of Surrey, on 8 March 2006 ATS
MEE Mrs Doris Annie Mee, née Talbot, of Lichfield, on 17 February
2006. ATS

MEPHAM Mrs Bella Mepham, née Hoile, of Canterbury, on 1 May
2006. ATS

MILLS Miss Eunace Mills of Chester, date not known. ATS

MILLS Mrs Ivy Mills of Cardiff, on 11 October 2005. ATS

MOORE Miss Dorothy M Moore of County Down, date not known.
WRAC

MORGAN Miss Elizabeth Jane (known as Di) of Ramshury, on 18 June
2006. ATS/WRAC

MUNRO Ms M E (known as Betty) Munro of Harrogate, on 27 January
2006. ATS

NIAS Mrs Sadie Nias, née Thompson, of Southampton, on 12 June 2006.
ATS

O’NEILL Mrs Evelyn O’Neill, née Thompson, of Jarrow, on 6 March
2006. ATS

PARROTT Mrs M J (known as Mimmie) Parrott, née Ellis, of Grimsby,
on 20 January 2006. ATS

PICKUP Mrs Anne Muriel Pickup, née Mellor, of Oldham, in
January/February 2006 ? ATS

POTTER Mrs Kathleen Potter (known as Joan) of Bridgwater, on 26
March 2006

PURCELL Mrs Joan Purcell, née Harries, of Wellington, on 21 April
2006. ATS

RANKINE Mrs M A Rankine, of Perth, on 14 June 2006. ATS
RASHBROOKE Mrs Edith Muriel Rashbrooke, née Thurlby, of
Dagenham, on 2 May 2006. ATS

RENSHAW Mrs Agnes Mary Renshaw, née Drinkwater, of Manchester,
in January/February 2006 ? ATS

REYNOLDS Miss Marjorie Reynolds of Rochdale, on 9 June 2006. ATS
RILEY Miss Margaret Riley of Burnley, on 3 March 2006. WRAC
RISIEN Mrs Agnes Risien of Dumfries, on 3 March 2006. ATS
ROBERTSON Miss Agnetta. (known as Neta) Robertson of
Christchurch, on 31 March 2006. ATS/WRAC

ROBERTSON-SMITH Mrs Eileen Roseberry Robertson-Smith of
Malvern, on 27 February 2006. WRAC

ROSE Mrs Shirley Rose, née Fortag, of Vancouver, date not known,
WRAC

SADLER Mrs Vivienne Sadler, née Farrington, of Norwich, on 17 April
2006. ATS

SANDHAM Mrs Margaret Sandham, née Priest, of Grimsby, in April
2005. ATS

SINCLAIR Mrs Judith Sinclair, née Levi, of Exeter on 2 January 2006.
ATS

SLOCOMBE Miss Mary Slocombe of Salisbury, on 29 April 2006. ATS
SMITH Mrs Catherine Mary Smith, née Marshall, of Sunderland, on 21
May 2006. ATS/WRAC

SMITH Miss Edna Margaret Smith of Chester, date not known. ATS
SMITH Mrs Phoebe Smith, née Long, of Cleveland, in February 2006.
ATS

SMITH Miss Violet Ester Smith of Hastings, on 21 May 2006. ATS
SPEIGHT Mrs Margaret (known as Peggy) Speight, née Hall, on 6
March 2006. ATS

TATE Mrs M E (known as Mary) Tate, née Reeves, of Kent on 10
January 2006. ATS

THOMPSON Mrs Doris May (known as Dolly) Thompson, née Fox, of
Grimsby, in June 2005. ATS

TIERNEY Mrs Phyllis Trennum Tierney, née Wood, of Malton, North
Yorkshire on 26 March 2006. ATS

TIZZARD Mrs Doris Mabel Tizzard, née Pimm, of Romsey, on 3 March
2006. ATS

TRIMBLE Mrs Ellen Trimble, née Johnson, of Cheshire, on 13 January
2006. ATS

WAKELY Sister Joyce Wakely of Southend-on-Sea, on 31 May 2006.
NAAFI/EFI and Chaplain’s Assistant

WALKER Mrs Blanche May Walker, née Gilligan, of Leeds, in January
2006. ATS

WALLER MTrs Nora Waller, née Stansfield, of Torquay, on 2 March 2006.
ATS

WEATHERILL Miss Sheila Weatherill of Peterborough, in March 2006.
WRAC

WHITE Mrs Beryl White, née Broadfoot, of Poole, on 23 May 2006. ATS
WILLOUGHBY Miss Muriel (known as Paddy) Willoughby of
Bunclody, on 18 February 2006. WRAC/RLC

WRIGHT Mrs Lilian Edith Wright, née Munnery, of Maidstone, date not
known. ATS/WRAC
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WOMEN’S ROYAL ARMY CORPS ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT
WARWICK ARTS CENTRE ON SATURDAY 1 APRIL 2006

PDF Compressor Free Version
1. CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all those
attending and hoping that they were enjoying the Grand
Reunion. She particularly welcomed Kath Barker the new
Chief Clerk to her first AGM. The Chairman continued by
reminding the meeting of the sad, but not unexpected, news
of the death of Brigadier Nolan who had been a staunch
supporter of the Association for many years. A full obituary
had been published in Lioness 1/2006 and a memorial
service had been held in the Royal Memorial Chapel,
Sandhurst on Friday 24 March.

The Chairman thanked Mrs Purkis, Major Freebairn, Kath
Barker, Alison Schofield and all the Grand Reunion
Organisational Team for their hard work. The event had
proved to be a great success already and there were still the
Gala Dinner and Parade and Church Service to look
forward to.

The Chairman outlined her programme of visits to
individual Branches and Area Reunions and emphasised
how important this contact was. The Chairman had also
represented the Association at the International Drumhead
Service on Southsea Common as part of the Trafalgar 200
celebrations in June and the Unveiling of the Memorial to
the Women of World War II in Whitehall on 9 July. The
Chairman had also visited the Star and Garter Home in
Richmond and had spoken to all the ex-service ladies.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies had been received from many individuals, several
Branch Secretaries and the following members of Council:

Brig Dame Mary Pihl, Brig Dame Joanna Kelleher, Brig SP
Nield, Brig GK Ramsey, Miss M Thomson and Lt Col MW
Soames.

3. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated in
Lioness 2/2005. No comments had been received. It was
proposed that the Chairman sign them as a true record.

Proposed: Crewe Seconded: Eastbourne Unanimously
agreed

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS
MINUTES

There was no business arising which would not be covered
by other Agenda items.

5. REPORT OF THE COUNCIL

The Chairman said that Council had met twice since the last
AGM.: firstly in July at Worthy Down and secondly in
London at the Victory Services Club in January. The main
items of interest were:

a. Changes to Council Membership. Col FM Cook
had been elected as a Life Vice President of the
Association. She had recently stood down as North East
Area Chairman and Maj D Ryder had succeeded her.
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Mrs Cranmer had stood down as South West Area
Chairman on grounds of ill-health and Maj Maskens-
Mclntyre, Chairman of Southern Area, had agreed to
increase her responsibilities to include South West Area.
Col HE McMahon MBE had been re-elected for another
four-year term and Mrs W Hooton had been elected to fill
the vacancy created by the resignation of Mrs A Denham.

b. National Memorial Arboretum. The plaque and
memorial benches had been ordered at a cost of £2519
and the building of the plinth would cost another £1200
approximately. The General Secretary would update
Council at their July meeting.

c. Branches. The Chairman was pleased to announce
the opening of two Branches: one in Suffolk out of the
previous Norfolk and Suffolk Branch and one called
Marches and Mid Wales based on the previous
Wrexham Branch. Although other branches had to
close, it was promising to see that progress was being
made in other areas. The WRAC Dinner Club and the
Officers’ Dining Club were increasing in numbers and
new applications to join the Association were received on
a daily basis.

d. Branch Officers. The Chairman passed on her
personal thanks to all those who held office in the
Branches and who did so much to keep the Branches
active. In particular, she thanked the Secretaries and
explained to the AGM that the Secretaries, in this special
Grand Reunion year, had each been sent a bouquet of
flowers in appreciation of their hard work.

e. Auditors. Council had agreed to re-appoint Baker
Tilly as Auditors.

6. FINANCIAL REPORT

The Honorary Treasurer began by explaining that the
Statement of Financial Activities and the Balance Sheet for
the year ending 31 October 2005 had been published in
Lioness 1/2006. She also referred to the Annual Report for
2005 which had been made available at the start of the
meeting.

The Stock Market had continued to improve and that had
had a beneficial effect on the investments. Page 11 of the
Annual Report showed that the combined funds were worth
£5,062,167: an increase of £471,131. However, that had to be
balanced against a significant reduction in donations from
£229,678 to just £23,229. This figure included legacies which
cannot be relied upon or predicted but which have a
profound effect on the income of both Funds.

The Association, excluding the Benevolent Funds, had an
income over expenditure of £20,426: much less than last
year’s figure which had included nearly £41,000 of
donations. This year, the Association had only received
£1,505 in donations. However, the investments had
increased by £31,801 compared with £18,285 the previous
year.



The Honorary Treasurer then spoke about the Benevolent
Fund which is described as the Restricted Funds because
these funds can only be used for benevolent purposes. The
Trustees had confirmed in their Annual Report that the
maximum amount of income would be spent on
benevolence. THEHE HadoHaep e ss0dsdor egpdeiision
over income this year of £5,891. Nearly £20,000 more had
been spent on cases than the previous year. However, the
investments had increased by £425,958 so, overall, the
Benevolent Funds had been able to support the excess of
expenditure.

The Annual Report, Page 12, showed that some £685,000
was held in cash — mostly on deposit. Council, at their last
meeting in January, had agreed that up to £200,000 should
be invested and this would be arranged prior to the next
Council meeting in July.

In conclusion, the Honorary Treasurer reported that the
Funds were sound and should be able to meet predicted
commitments over the next few years. She recommended
that the financial statements be accepted and the audited
accounts ratified.

Proposed: Ashby de la Zouche Seconded: Bury
Unanimously agreed

7. REPORT OF THE EDITOR OF THE
ASSOCIATION JOURNAL

The Editor began by saying how delighted she had been
that Lioness 1/2006, at 80 pages, had been the longest ever
edition. The extra 16 pages had been taken up entirely by
articles about the Unveiling of the Memorial to the Women
of World War II and the 60th Anniversary of the end of
WWIL The Editor thanked all those who had contributed
so much worthy material and photographs.

The Editor described herself as “the person who puts the
jigsaw together”. She encouraged everyone to continue to
send in as much material as possible. Preferably it would be
accompanied by a good quality and well-captioned
photograph! The publication dates were March and
September and she reminded everyone that it does take
two months to print, distribute and deliver so the cut-off
dates for input were realistic even although they appeared
to be so far in advance of the publication dates.

The financial situation for the Lioness is not good. This
edition cost £7159 to print and £2673.39 to distribute. Over
the last two years, costs had risen through inflation. Also,
Council had agreed some significant changes which had
increased the cost: firstly, a central pullout would be used
for applications and returns and secondly, colour would be
used throughout. Also, the recent 80-page edition cost an
extra £500 plus VAT. Council had always acknowledged the
importance of the journal and wished to encourage any
improvements. However, at the same time, it would appear
that the membership had decreased its financial support of
the Lioness. Branches had only donated £420 compared to
£1790 three years ago. The Editor also drew attention to
Page 11 of the Annual Report. The combined worth of the
Branches had risen from nearly £62,000 to over £76,000
within one year. Branches were asked to bear this in mind
and to remember the Lioness if they were thinking about
making any donations.

The Editor commented on the successful outcome of
including a book of Grand Reunion Draw tickets with
Lioness 2/2005. It had been the first time this had been
done and the response had been very good. Some 7,000
tickets had been sold at £1 each: about a quarter of those
distributed. This compared with 4,800 tickets at 50p each
sold for the last Grand Reunion in 2003. Hopefully the
response would be even better next time. The Editor also
thanked those who had been kind enough to enclose
further donations with their tickets: nearly £300 had been
received.

The Editor concluded her report by further encouraging as
many contributions as possible for the next edition which
would be published in September 2006.

8. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

a. Executive Committee
The Chairman of the Executive Committee reported
that the main emphasis of their work had been the
planning and preparation of the Grand Reunion. In
particular, she wished to thank the Grand Reunion
Organisational Team for all their enthusiasm and input
and Warwick Conferences who had been so supportive
and helpful throughout the whole planning period. The
event itself had been extremely successful so far and it
was hoped that the rest of the weekend would be as
enjoyable.

The Chairman of the Executive Committee also
reported that they had agreed to introduce length of
membership badges which were on sale at the Grand
Reunion for the first time. The silver coloured ones
denoted 25 years of membership and the gold ones, 40
years. The General Secretary would investigate the
introduction of one for 50 years membership. It would
likely be based on the current Association badge but
with an additional banner to denote 50 years and they
would be presented to eligible members.

The Chairman of Council thanked Mrs Purkis for all her
hard work in planning and creating such an enjoyable
and successful Grand Reunion.

b. Benevolent Fund Grants Committee
The Chairman of the Grants Committee updated the
AGM with a summary of the work of the Benevolent
Fund in the previous financial year. The Major Grants
Committee had met once a month and minor cases had
been dealt with on a daily basis. 632 cases had been
considered: an increase of 5.3% on the previous year.
"The ratio of cases was 361 ATS to 271 WRAC so
approximately three-fifths of the cases had been ATS
and two-fifths WRAC. Until recently the ratio had been
three quarters ATS to one quarter WRAC.

The total amount spent was £150,100. Nearly half of this
money had been paid towards grants for mobility,
disability aids and house repairs and adaptations. The
Benevolent Fund had relied a great deal on the
generosity of other service and civilian funds which
very often shared the costs of an application. The
Chairman thanked the Royal Naval Benevolent Trust,
the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund, the Army
Benevolent Fund and most other Army Regiments and
Corps, as well as the Royal British Legion.
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The Princess Royal’'s Memorial Fund provided 20
annuities to those who were elderly, in poor health and
living alone with minimal income. The annuity was £12 a
week with a Christmas Bonus of £60. The Army
Benevolent % nd also granted annuities set §t7£55 per
month and T MARHIINESSL brga Varsion
Princess Royal’s Memorial Fund also helped towards
topping up shortfalls in Nursing Home Fees. Currently,
19 ex ATS and WRAC received assistance with amounts
ranging from £5 to £15 a week. The Army Benevolent
Fund very often shared these cases because of the
amounts involved.

In conjunction with the Army Benevolent Fund, Pontins
holidays were provided for worthy cases with children
under 16. In 2005 a total of 10 families had been given a
holiday. Mrs Babs Mitcheson had co-ordinated the
Pontins holidays for many years and the Chairman
thanked her for her contribution. The Army Benevolent
Fund had recently introduced Warners Holidays for the
more mature person and the fund hoped to make more
use of this facility in the future.

The Chairman of the Grants Committee then described
two cases. Mrs J, ex ATS, a widow aged 85 was in poor
health due to a heart condition that had prevented her
from working most of her life. She now had cancer and
was cared for by her daughter. When their roof started
to leak recently Mrs J had been extremely worried as
she had realised that their low income would not stretch
to paying for repairs. The Royal British Legion, the
Royal Army Service Corps and the ATS/WRAC
Benevolent Fund shared the costs of repairs. Mrs J's
daughter had written on behalf of her mother, -
conveying their sincerest thanks: ‘My mother is so
touched by your kindness and generosity towards her.
Thank you for such a generous contribution especially
at a time when we did not know what to do or who to
turn to.’

Mrs P, ex ATS, is a widow in her 80’s. She suffered from
arthritis and asthma and her daughter helped with her
daily care. Mrs P’s bed was broken and her mattress
most uncomfortable resulting in many sleepless nights.
Together with The Royal British Legion, the Benevolent
Fund bought her a new bed. Mrs P wrote: ‘I wanted to
let you know how wonderful the new bed has proved to
be. I have missed out all these years. I am, purely out of
habit, still careful about broken springs piercing my hot
water bottle and causing havoc. But this bed is a dream.
I am sure that I will get used to the luxury of it in time.’

Lastly, the Chairman of the Grants Committee
encouraged all Branches to continue to raise money for
the Benevolent Fund. This year, branches had donated
£1798.73 in comparison with £2990 the year before. All
donations were greatly appreciated especially as the
Funds could rely only on the income from investments,
legacies and donations.

The Chairman of Council thanked Colonel Smith for all
her support and commitment as the Chairman of the
Grants Committee.

9. RESOLUTIONS
a. Motions of Urgency
There were no motions of urgency.

b. Council Resolutions
There were no Resolutions which Council wished to
raise.

c¢. Branch Resolutions
There were no Branch Resolutions.

d. FElection of Honorary Treasurer
The Chairman asked the meeting to ratify Lt Col
Woollard in her appointment as Honorary Treasurer.

Proposed: Norfolk
Seconded: Plymouth Unanimously agreed

10. CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION

The Chairman explained that since the last AGM, Council
had approved 24 Certificates of Appreciation. Eight had
already been presented; two would be presented the
following week by the General Secretary at the
Southampton Branch Annual Dinner. The Chairman
presented Certificates to the following:

Mrs Margery Grant-Smart Medway

Mrs Daphne Brookes Bournemouth
Mrs Pearl Penny Bournemouth
Mrs Beryl Smith Bournemouth
Mrs Madge Evans Luton
‘Mrs Eileen Morgan Plymouth
Mrs Mary Davis Plymouth
Mrs Ann Deakin Stafford

Mrs Rosemary Jones Hereford

Mrs Lilian Hollis Leics & Notts
Mrs Violet Rawlins Leics & Notts
Mrs Vera Waddington Leics & Notts
Mrs Barbara Danter Leics & Notts
Miss Frances Green Salisbury

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The Chairman said there were two items she wished to brief
the meeting on:

a. Veterans’ Day. This would now be an annual event and,
this year, would be held on 27 June 2006. Maj Warne,
Secretary of COBSEO, explained that the event would take
place adjacent to the Imperial War Museum. It would be
similar to last year’s events in St James’ Park but on a much
smaller scale. All veterans were invited.

b. Armed Forces Veterans’ Lapel Badge. Initially, this
had been issued to WWII veterans. The eligibility had been
extended to those serving up until 31 December 1954. On
27 June 2006, there would be a further extension to include
those serving up until 31 December 1959. The Badge can be
obtained from The Veterans’ Agency — 0800 169 2277.

¢. Grand Reunion Prize Draw.
The Chairman announced the names of the 30
prizewinners.

12. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The next AGM would be held at The Victory Services Club,
London on Saturday 24 March 2007.
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