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EDITORIAL

It seems hardly possible that another 6 months has flown
by since the last Lioness went to press. So much has
happened. There are even more changes at HQ. Ruth
Watt has left us to accompany her husband on his posting
to Canada and Angie Davey, the Chief Clerk, has gone with
her husband to Scotland. We welcome Derek Dallamore as
the new Case Secretary. He has joined us from the Royal
Naval Benevolent Fund where he was the Case Secretary
for some 13 years. We also welcome Rosie Mills as the
new Chief Clerk.

There has been cause for great celebration with the 100th
Birthday of our Patron, HM The Queen Mother. You will
find pictures and accounts of the wonderful parade at
Horseguards in this edition of the journal. It has also been
a time of great sadness for the Association, with the
untimely death of Brigadier Helen Meechie in August. Qur
sincere condolences go to her family and friends and also
our thanks to those who have kindly given us permission to
share with you the words they spoke at her funeral.

From everyone here at HQ, we wish you all a prosperous
and happy 2001!

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

On behalf of Brigadier Helen Meechie’s family and friends,
very sincere thanks are due to everyone for their kindness
and thoughtfulness following her untimely death. Your
telephone calls, letters of condolence and cards were a
source of much comfort. At such a time, the sympathy and
affection of friends means so much. Our thanks also go to
those who contributed most generously, in Helen’s memory,
to the WRAC Benevolent Fund and to the Progressive
Supranuclear Palsy (PSP) Association.

Lt Col V E Trout

LETTER FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION

Dear Members,

As | write, floods are returning to many areas of the country
and the unremitting rain of 2000 seems to be set to contin-
ue. | do hope that you all managed to avoid the worst of the
weather and its effects and had a really good Christmas. |
hope aiso that you are, as | am, looking forward to a happi-
er and drier New Year and indeed new millennium.

I have very much enjoyed meeting so many of you this year.
I remember with real pleasure my luncheon in Colchester
with Eastern Area, the outstanding week-end celebration
with a lot of old colleagues also known as the rogues of the
WRAC Luncheon Club in Stafford and a really excellent
Christmas Luncheon with the Norfolk and Suffolk members
in Great Yarmouth. | know we are all getting older and, no
doubt, increasingly bothered by the ills which this brings, but
my word, how marvellous to see you all in such good healith
and high spirits. Long may it continue.

It has been marvellous to hear some of your stories of
Service life as it was and | believe in many ways it still is. As
I know | have already said to many of you, | would like us to

celebrate our achievements and share our experiences
through the pages of the Lioness. | have chosen a date 6
June 1944 D-day.

| must admit | can remember little about it. | was 8 years
old, still tramping off daily to Junior School. My life was
unusually uncertain and disrupted at that time; my mother
was in hospital. As we all know, on that day the invasion of
Europe by Allied Forces was successfully launched. | was
dimly aware that something momentous had happened by
the atmosphere surrounding the adults around me but had
no idea what it was. Two days later my brother was born
and | suppose | thought that momentous enough to account
for the excitement!

Where were you? What were you doing? Who were you
with? How did you feel? Do send us just a few paragraphs
on your experience that so very important day in the history
of our country. We will put together a mosaic of what we as
an association contributed to the ‘beginning of the end’ of
the war.

Shirley P Nield



Articles of Interest

THE REUNION OF MRS CONNIE DEAKIN née SUTTON
AND HER FRIEND MAS EDNA GOBLE née BOXALL

Mrs C E PBECo Glederéervepyion
Dorsel BH23 309

Edna Boxall and |, Connle Sullon decided to joln up in
1841 and first met at the Droitwich Spa Hotel, From
there we went to Blandiord Camp where we weare drilled,
laught to keep our uniforms smar and trainad o use the
instrumenis that direct the guns to fire, - yes, we were
Ack Ack girls and belonged to 504 Battery. | met a
Lance Bombardier from a searchlight site at Biandford
and soon became engaged o him. Edna was engaged
io a soldier who was a POW, 50 we were content to go
around together. Eilghteen months later Les and | wearne
married and | retumed fo the gunsite at Scunthorpe and
he went back o the searchlight in deepesi Dorsel. He
was just able to see owr daughler before he went
overseas, He didn't see her agaln uniil she was 18
manths old and he was demobbad. Mesanwhile, Edna
and | had lost touch,

Many years later Edna invited two Ex ATS girls to her
farm in Surray. While looking through all the old photlos,
ong of the girls realised she had seen one of them
bafore. It was a photograph of my wedding, bul whera
had she sean it? As Edna pointed owt, | had left the
battery before she had arrlived. Then she remembared.
She had seen the pholo al Morton Conyers where a

frignd of hers had been a lady's mald and my sister-in-

law had been the housekespar. A |atter was sant to Lady
Graham at Morton Conyers wha kindly wrote to my sister-
in-law zaying thal Edna would lika o hear from ma.
When | received this message | was dumfounded and to
make sure that [t was the same Edna | sent her a couphe
of photographs taken at Blandford and yes, we were the
sama Edna and Connde who last saw each othor 40 years
ago. Les fook me fo see Edna and we recognised one
another at onee,

Edna's flancé had died just before the end of the war,
but she later marred and has a son and three
grandchildren, although sadly she is now a widow, Les
ard | had fifty happy years together until he died six and
half years ago. So Edna and | are company for each
other again now. We are siill the best of friends, visit
one another, go on holidays together and just enjoy each
other's company,

L A¥ A

Taken at Hengisthury Head, Southbourne, Dorset

FORGOTTEN HERQINES
{The Women's Army are getling ready lor ancther light)
Steve Carroll

This article was first published in the Soulh Shields
edition of “The Herald & FPost” who have kindly given
permiission for us fo reprint it The reporler ls Shirlay
Smith's grandson,

Sunderfand Secretary — Mrs, Shirley Smith

Women who gave their lives for thair country during the
wars have besn forgotien, according to a local gran,

Ex-senvicewoman Shirey Smith is fighting for the names of
womean who wera kiled during conflict to be added to war
memorials.

Tha Herald & Post can reveal that although many women
who sarved in the forces gave their lives to help Britain's war
efforts in 1914 and 1938, very faw have their names
included on war rermoals.

And Shirley has decided i is Hime woman wara proparly
rewarded for making the ullimate sacrifics.

Shirley, B8, from West Boldon, 15 behind a campaign o sea
the name of every woman kiled during conflict to be
ingcribed onto war memonials,

Shirey sakd: “1 am the secretary of the Sunderand branch
of the Women's Roval Army Corps.



At our annual meetng, we discoversd 11 was very rana for
WOmEn 10 appear on war memosials,

| have made enguiries and have found that, in this region,
women only apoear on memorials in Washingtan, Stanhope
and TynemouRDF Compressor Free Version

There are no women an (e war mamarial in Boldon and, as
tar as | am aware, this iz the same throughout South
Tyneside. Mobody seems to know why this is and in my
view women osd as much o help in the war as the mean.

We can't go and chisel the names on oursalves, but i we
kick up a fuss, somathing might be done about it,

Women took part just as much as men and it is timea they
recaivad the same recognifion.

IL ks an issue which seams 10 have slipped evarybody by.
Mow wie will organise a pelition and will be contacting MPs
to see d we can get somathing done. | would like to think
we will succead”.

Tha campaign was backed by Billy Tes, secretary of the
South Shields branch of the Royal British Legeon,

He said: "My branch wouid weblcome the addition of
WOMEn's names 1o e war memorials, They did a great
deal to help the couniry's war effort and should be
rewarded”

And a spokesperson lor the councll added: “We can add 10
memvials i we are approached through the correct
channels and it is agreed by members. If this group wishes
to add any additional names then they should contact thedr
kocal councillor or write 1o the council®,

VISIT OF CHELMSFORD BRANCH
TO THE VIOLETTE SZABO GC MUSEUM
Gina Shadrack

Chelmeford Branch visit the Vielette Szabo Musewm
28 e 2000

Last June soma mambers of the Chelmsford Branch were
on a group holiday near Haraford., During this time we
becama aware that a small museum (o honour the
memaory of Vicletta Szabo GG had been openad only a
tewr days aarier.

Vicletla was onginally a mamber of the ATS. She spoke
flsent Franch as she was hall French, half English, With
this valuable gualdy she was selacted o serve with the
axclusive Special Opsarations Executive, becoming a
Secrel Agent, working with the French Resislance despite
having a young daughter, During her last special mission
into France, in an effort 1o save others, she was captured
by the Germans. Despite being torfured both physically
and mentally, she maintained ber sllence and was
subsequently shot and her body incineraled, For her
outstanding courage and bravery she was awarded the
George Cross,

Her story was recounted in the book and film "Carve Her
Marme With Pride” In which her part was played by
Wirginia MeKenna.

As we arived on our visit we weare greated by the founder
of the museum Miss Rosemary Rigbhy MBE. She
axplainad that the official opaning on 24 Juna brought
many hundrads of paople fram all over the world. Both
Violette’s daughier, Tania, and Virginia McKenna took
parl in the celebrahion,

The creation of such a place is due solely to the
dedication and determination of Miss Righy, who has
made avallable a permanent and unique collection of
anefacts in memary of 8 woman who showed outstanding
courage in giving her life for har country. Miss Rigby, who
has spent years in tracing documents, photographs and
other information, now lives in the house that used to
belong fo Violette's aunt in Wormelow, Herefordshire, As
a child, Violette spent many summer holidays at "Carref”,
It iz understood she was “full of life” as a child amd,
probkably, a bit of a temboy.

We returned to our hotel overwhelmed by what we had
learnt. 11 was impossible not to have been affected by what
we nad seen and we felt emational, proud to have baen in
the ATS and a keen degire to share this experience with
others which is why this aricle has been written,

The museum is now supportad antirely by veluntary
contribulions. It maybe thal another branch may like to visit
hara or o support the continuing work through a progact. It
i% also possible to become a “Friend of the Museum”, There
i% no admission charge 5o donalions are appreciated. 1§ i
open on Wednesdays from Aprl untl October and other
limes by appointment,  Information can be obtaimed from
Mizs R Rigby MBE, "Cartral”, Wormelow, Hereford, HRZ2
BHM. Tel 01881 = 540477,

Vislatte Srabe GO
26 Juma 1827 — Januwary 1945

The Wife that | have iz all that [ have
And the fife that | have is yowrs
Tha love that | have of the life that | have
15 yours and pours and yYours
A slpap | ehall have, a rest | shall have
Yer death wil be bt 8 pause
For the paace of my years in the long grean grass
Wil be yours and yours and yours

tAttributable to Leo Marks, Code Master of the 30E)



THE WOMEN'S AUXILIARY ARMY CORPS (POSTAL)
IN BEF 1917-19, ROYAL ENGINEER'S MUSEUM
Simon Fenwick
"Withour Women, victory will farmy”

Ligyd George — Prme Minister 1916

PDF Compressor Free Version
A npew parmanent exhibilion at the Royal Engineer's
Museumn, Chatham has just been opened to display tha
activities of the Royal Engineers-{Postal Section) during the
First Weerd War. The display also highlights the work
camed out by the Women's Auxiliary Ay Corps (WAALC),
who warg altached 1o RE (F5) units in Francea.

The General Post Office (GPO) was one of tha first
govarmment departments to employ women, there are
reconds going back 1o the mid-akghteanth ceniury of women
being appointed as Postmistresses. For instance, in 1747
Elizabeth York was appointed Postmistress of Darlington,
on the Greal Morth Road, a position she hald for thirteen
yvears, At the same time women atso acled as 'postboys’
and in Wales rode the post Irom one slage 1o anothar. After
the nationalisation of the telegrapn compankes, In 1870, the
GPOD began to employ a farge numiber of wormnen to work as
telegraphisis, and they were also emploved as postal
gorters and clerks. |1, theralore, comes as no surprise thal
by 1885, womean made up 20°% of tha total staff of the GPO,
which was the largest body of civll serdants in the country
consisting of nearly 100,000 persons.

During the First World War the Royal Engineers (Postal
Section), under the command of Brigadier Ganaral Wilkam
Price CB, CMG, CBE, VD and Brigadier General Sir Fredanc
H Williamson CB, CBE, was responsible for the handiing of
all the British Army's mail. The Royal Mavy had thair own
mail facilities and arrangemeants. The mail was centralized
on the Home Postal Depat (HPD), which consistad of Anmry
Ledter Offica (ALY esiablished m the GPO London premises
of Mount Pleasant and the King Edward Bullding. Cher five
hundrad GPO femals stalf, under the close supenvision of
Mizss E M Permaln and Miss D Deana, sorfed the Anrmy's
leftars in those respeclive buidings. By 1815 the mall
volume had cut grown the siorage capacity of both Mournt
Pieasant and King Edward Building so a large wooden
building, reputed to be the largest wooden struciure in the
world, was erecled in Begenl's Park 1o accommodate the
sorting of parcels, and again woman were employed there in
sorting and clerical capacities, The women In the Army
Parcel OHice wera under the suparvision of Miss E A
Langham, a bespectacled woman who wore a locket about
her nack, in the fashion of a chaker,

In the Armiy Latler ORices, the women sal in rows in front of
wooden soring frames, soring letiers,  Ball was iniizlly
sortad into unit type. e cavalry, infantry, Roval Enginesrs alc
and then into individual units (eq 204 Company RE), becauss
it was discovernsd that this was the most efficient and efective
way to ensure a good mad service was maintained to the
varows fronis in France, Gallpol, Serbla, Kaly, Egypt,
Salonica, Aussia, Cameroons, East Africa and kMasopoiamia.
The-transit fime for letters from the UK to the Westam Front
was betwean 12 hours and three days depending on wihieara
the unit was kocated. The transit imes for the other fronis
ware governad by the distance travelied, much of it want by
sea, although there were military mail ral routes that ran from
the morh 1o the south of France and into laly for toops
senving in the Middie Eastem and Mediterranean areas.

&l the Home Postal Depot the women ware also emplayed
im the retumed letier office (ALO), the registerad leter
enclosure and damaged parcel department, The stafl who
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wiorked in tha RLO weara some of the first persons in Britain
iz be aware of the horrendous casualives sulfened during the
battle of the Somme in July 1916, tha reason being that a
large amount of undeliverable mail was being retumed fo
the RLO. Indead the situation was s0 serous thal the
government, who were concerned that the knowledge of this
slawghter would damage home morale should # becomea
publicly known, instructed that the members of the RLO
wiere under no account to tell anyone about thair work,

Towards the end of the war, 1o frea men lor active sarvice,
wormean ook over the arduous task of leading and unloading
ihe mail frains at the London siations of Victoria, Chaning
Cross and Cannon Streel.  They were responsible for
handling approximately 8,000 bags a day, at an average
bag walght of 55 Ibs (25 kg). The mail trains fravelled
betwaen the London stations and the embarkation poris of
Southampton and Folkestone,

By 1917 the war of aftrition in Europe was beginning 1o ol
and there were severe shorages of able-bodied men o fight
in the front line units. To address this short fall, there was a
consiant trawl of all unils for fit men to transfer to combat
units. The Royal Engineers (Postal Section) like other logistic
urdts were not exempled from thes trawling process, and
therefore they losi men to the front ling units and in fum found
themselves under pressure, To cover lor the loss of these
maean, i was decided that women showld fill their places. The
matter was laken up with the Postmaster General, Lord
lEngworth, and a notice was posted in the Past Office
Circidar inwiting Temporary Femabe Sorters, Temporany
Sorting Clerks, and Sub-Office Assistants between the ages
20 ared 40 with at least four months” service with the GPO 1o
gign up for an engagement with the WAAC to serve with the
Army Paostal Service in France for twelve months or the
durallon of the war, which ever was the longer.

0 Siaff in The Broken Porcels Office,
Army Parcel Office, Regent's Park, London, 1917

Thase who voluritaered were given some postal training at
the Home Depot, Regenis Park, London, which also
included alemantary instruction in hygiens and discipline —
g ‘bul’ and ‘square bashing' . The first draft of Postal
WaAACE arrived In France in May 1917 and they were
employed in the rear area stationary Army Post Offices and
tha Base Army Post Offices (BAPOD) al Le Havre, Bologne
and Calais. They wore WAAC uniform, & dark khaki dress,
stockings, shoas ard hat, or a WAAC turic and fong skir,
with a shirt and tie worn under tha funic and a brimmed hat
as head dress, they were given an annual uniform purchase
allowance of £4, as well as an extra £1.10s on enrolment 1o
buy & greafcoal. Looking closely at the photographs of the



Postal WAAC it is clear that they did not wear the RE Bomb
on the left breast of their tunic as their successors the ATS
and WRAC women did. On their arrival in France, it was
found that they required extra postal training, for the
majority of them were young women who had only worked
with the GPOPigy |2 Ghpph ppiad g IPee Veiss ksl of
experience is easy to undefstand if you consider that the
most likely recruits were the younger women who were
unmarried and therefore had no domestic commitments in
England, while the more experienced women were more
likely to be older, married and have other commitments. But
it should be noted that women who had husbands serving in
France were not eligible to volunteer.

Working in a stationary Army Post Office (APO) in France
came as a shock to many of the WAAC, who arrived under
the impression that their duties would be similar to those,
carried out in the GPO, back home. This is well illustrated
in an extract from an article in The Postal Dump (the HPD
Newsletter dated 1918) written by a woman known by the
initials ‘JH’ who states: “Imagine our horror and surprise to
find ourselves put to work in an ordinary post office, where
all had to speedily learn the intricacies of selling and
cashing postal orders, weighing parcels, accepting cables,
and all the ins and outs of the routine life of a civil office at
home, plus the difficulties of [currency] exchange and the
complications of censorship”. The women worked long
hours, from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. “balances and Boche
permitting”. Even in these rear areas they were not
excluded from the dangers experienced by their front line
colleagues-in-arms, for the rear areas often came under
attack from long range artillery and German bombers, so
when the “Tocsin” the early warning siren, sounded they
had to evacuate their APO. Before seeking shelter in the
cellars or trenches however, they had to secure their stock,
cash and date stamps - the loss of which in postal circles
was a cardinal offence. For their work and the dangers they

endured, they were paid a wage of 30s a week, plus a-

bonus of 13s a quarter, this pay was to cover all work
whether over weekdays or Sundays. A deduction of 14s per
week was made for their board, lodging and washing, but,
while they were abroad they were entitled to free medical
care, a considerable benefit when there were no free
medical services available back in Britain. To allow them to
recuperate from the rigors of work, they were entitled to a
fortnight's leave per annum, and were granted free passage
to and from France to take up their leave entitlement.

In France the women were accommodated in a variety of
billets, which could range from houses with their own
grounds to “barrel-shaped huts” (nissen huts), within a
special compound in an established Army Camp. Care
was taken to closely supervise and keep the women
segregated from the men. This was much to JH’s
disappointment, who commented that “the life of the
WAAC overseas is inclined to be too disciplined to suit the
modern independent Englishwoman, who feels capable of
looking after herself and is, in consequence, opposed to
too much red tape.” However, in spite of the red tape, the
Postal WAACs seemed to have made the most of what
little opportunities there were to fraternise with the men.
Another member of the WAAC, writing in The Postal
Dump, under the initials ‘CNP’, who served at an APO in
Dieppe tells a tale of how after an ‘All Ciear’ was sounded,
which they did not hear “owing to the shrieks of the
wounded”, they continued with the impromptu party that
had evolved during the air-raid. The party, which was
held in the cellars of the APO, (their make shift air raid
shelter) was attended by both the male and female APO
staff. The entertainment consisted of “dances by WAACs,

songs of all sorts from venerable antiquities like ‘Nirvana’
to ‘Where the Black-eyed Susans Grow’, to recitations of
‘Dangerous Dan McGrew and the Lady That's Known as
Lou,” — all innocent fun no doubt.

Regardless of the title, the WAAC, was not in fact a part of
the British Army but was a civilian organisation, for there
was deep suspicion about the employment of women in
areas that were considered by the men as being very much
their own domain. The WAAC Chief Controller, Dame
Helen Gwynne-Vaughan, encountered great difficulties in
removing that prejudice. The WAAC were not allowed to
have officers, in spite of the fact that a management
structure was required to administer the women. Female
Unit Administrators were appointed in their stead. ‘CNP’
writes that her Unit Administrator was called Theodosia
Thomas (I suspect that her name was changed) and looked
“manly”, confirming the predilection of a few young women
to view those in authority over them as some form of ogress.
On 9 April 1918, as a mark of appreciation for the good
services rendered by the WAAC both at home and abroad,
Queen Mary assumed the position and title of Commander-
in-Chief of the Corps, which thereafter bore the name
Queen Mary’s Army Aucxiliary Corps (QMAAC).

The war ended on 11 November 1918 and some of the
Postal members of the QMAAC stayed on in France to help
provide mail services to the troops who were left to clear the
battle fields. The last of the Postal QMAAC were
demobilised just before 25 December 1919. In an
unpublished history of the Army Postal Services (BEF)
1914-1919, contained in the PCS archives of the Royal
Engineers Museum, there is a simple tribute to the women
of the QMAAC — it is: “They showed considerable aptitude
for the work and with increasing experience they rendered
most valuable service”.

If you would like to see more of the work of the WAAC and
Royal Engineers (Postal Section) during the First World
War, please come and visit the Royal Engineers Museum at
Brompton Barracks, Chatham, Kent. It is open every
Saturday through to Thursday 1000-1600 hrs. There is a
small admittance fee of £3.50 per adult and a concessionary
fee of £2.00. We are currently planning an exhibition of the
military mail services of the Second World War, which will
include the work of the Postal ATS, and which we hope to
open by 2002,

Email: fenwicksc @aol.com

LETTER TO ALL RANKS OF THE AUXILIARY
TERRITORIAL SERVICE
from CHIEF CONTROLLER L E WHATELEY, CBE

In February 1945 Chief Controller Whateley wrote a letter fo
all ATS servicewomen. Phyll Harvey received her copy in
her Release Document presented on demob at a holding
unit in Paddington. She had just disembarked off a troop
ship from The Middle East. Did anyone else keep their
copy? As she says ‘it really says it alll”

PLEASE read this as you would a letter knowing that the
message it contains is meant for you personally. My one
regret is that | cannot say it to you, but after fifteen months
as your Director | now realize that, in spite of every effort on
my part and touring continuously, the ATS now being so
large and serving such a vast area — the whole of Great
Britain, the Middle East, East Africa, Italy, Belgium, France,
the North and South Caribbean and the United States of

5



America — it is a physical impossibility to fulfil my wish to visit
and speak to you all for some time to come.

Do you realise what a magnificent contribution you have
made and are making to the war effort and how much you
have helped PRy i 10 HRRe VGO
earned? | realize that we' have not achieved this good
name without some of the “blood, toil, tears and sweat” of
which our Prime Minister, Mr Churchill, warned us in 1940,
for the task of women in uniform is made just that much
more difficult by the constant call of home as well as the
call of service, which really means our National Home. For
five and a half years this struggle has gone on and the fact
that the ATS is now as strong as it is and so vital to the
Army and to the winning of the war, shows that you have
never failed to know where your duty lay and there is, in
my opinion, no praise too high for your efforts and the
sacrifices you have made.

Recently our Service has been brought into the limelight a
good deal over posting overseas. | think, therefore, there
are certain facts which it may help you to have in writing.

First, many of you volunteered some time ago and have not
yet been sent simply because demands in your particular
trade or employment have not yet been sufficiently great.
Second, when your age and service group becomes due for
release to civil life, you will be released whether you are in
this country of overseas. Third, if you are married you will
not be ordered overseas unless you wish to volunteer.
Fourth, if you are single and have genuine compassionate
grounds for remaining at home, again you will not be ordered

overseas. Fifth, in spite of compulsion, all volunteers, if in -

the right trade or employment, will be taken first. Sixth, if you
do go overseas, in addition to your direct contribution to the
war effort, you may be the one to enable a soldier (between
the ages of 35 and 45) who has served abroad for five or six
years, to return to this country. A soldier who has been
separated from his family for so long cannot be repatriated
until someone else is available to replace him.

The chief criticism from the public and a very few members
of the ATS, at the decision in the House of Commons to post
ATS overseas compulsorily, has been the fact that “young
fit men are still in this country”. If this criticism has been or
is made to you, tell them “all is not gold that glitters”, and we
cannot judge by outward appearances only; we do not know
how many of these men may not already be earmarked for
service in the Far East or even home on leave from Burma.
Finally, you can point out that you are trained in your job,
and would they proiong this war by the months it would take
to train the men, even if they were available to answer the
calls Field-Marshals Alexander and Montgomery and the
other great soldier leaders of overseas theatres of war have
made for ATS. You may safely take it from me that the
military authorities are very vigilant on this point.
Continuous efforts have been and will continue to be made
to utilize every fit man to the best advantage, and it must be
remembered that some fit men must be retained at home.
For instance, you cannot use a weakling as a Battle School
instructor ! But, surely, the short answer is to leave matters
of this kind to those who know all the facts and are therefore
the only ones in a position to decide them. The recent
official account of Britain's war effort shows that no country
— Allied or enemy — has succeeded in mobilizing her entire
population to better advantage than we have.

You in the ATS undertook to serve your country wherever
you might be needed and up to date you have done so
magnificently, and will continue to do so until the end, and |
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as your leader take this opportunity to say a very sincere
“Well done” and “Thank you”.

When the war in Europe is finished we must not forget the
thousands of our fellow-countrymen who will be fighting in the
Far East and indeed making the supreme sacrifice that you and
I may live. We must not forget, either, as we are all inclined to
do, the horrors and sufferings we have been spared compared
to the peoples in occupied countries, thousands of whom have
been separated from those they love for over five years and in
many cases not even known whether they were alive. The
sacrifice we may be asked to make in serving overseas for a
limited time cannot be compared with those people’s.

Many of you will marry and bring children into the world, and
we are not going to have it laid at our door that for want of a
little more unselfishness on our part now our children or our
husbands might have to go through the horrors of another
war which with modern science will be far worse than even
this one. Selfishness has brought us into this war and only
unselfishness on the part of us all can bring a lasting peace.

I have implicit faith in you all and know you will not fail in the
last lap of the race. You and | know that our belief is contained
in the words of Drake’s prayer before the Battle of Cadiz:

O LORD GOD, when Thou givest to Thy
servants to endeavour any great matter.
grant us also to know that it is not the
beginning, but the continuing of the same,
until it be thoroughly finished, which
yieldeth the true glory.

Director, Auxiliary Territorial Service
THE WAR OFFICE
February, 1945

ASSOCIATION MEMBERS GO BACK TO BASICS AT
THE ARMY TRAINING REGIMENT (WINCHESTER)
WO2 Karen Baxter AGC(SPS) — CSM B Coy

It was a lovely hot summer’s day at the ATR, just the right
weather for another Pass Off Parade, but this time, one
which | would not be participating in. Instead, WO2 Dave
Taylor AAC (CSM HQ Coy) and | would be hosting 14 lovely
ladies from the WRAC Association for the day in the
absence of WO1 Andrea Denham (2 I/C HQ Coy) who was
away on yet another course. (She seems to have more time
off than Clint Eastwood’s safety catch!!)

The ladies arrived at Winchester station on Friday 30 June
2000 from various parts of the UK and were collected by
delectable Dave. | metthem as they arrived at the WOs and -
Sgts’ Mess and introduced them to WO1 (RSM) Lewis AAC.
Tea, coffee and toast were in plentiful supply. We sat
around chatting about days gone by and had some very
interesting conversations. Looking at the smile on Dave’s
face, he enjoyed it too.

We had seats reserved on the front row for the ATS and
WRAC ladies. The Pass Off Parade went very well. The
inspecting officer was Lt Col Anthill LI and he was here to
witness the passing out of 3, 6 and 12 Platoon before they
went off to join their Phase 2 units. Afterwards the
inspecting officer and the CO, Lt Col Morgan AGC(SPS)
came across and chatted to them. ‘It brought back some
wonderful memories” some said afterwards and thanked the
CO for allowing them to watch this eventful parade.



From thare we wanl o tha Church and the ladies had just
enough fime to have & ook around inside the Light Division
Chapel belore Dave and | escorted tham o the Rank and
File Restaurani (previously known as the Cookhouse) for
lunch, They seemed quile impressed with the standard of

tood served 'u]jW)" mm al.
All In-all a wonde H|Em ware wel a‘ﬁ?jtaf

by the RCWO, W1 Dave Goodwin ALC and his staff,

After lunch it was back to the Mess for tea and coffee. Time
for another chat and then, unforiunately, | was called back
to work 10 sort out a minor problem.

Delectable Dave hosted the ladies for the rast of the
aftermoon and, from speaking to him afterwards, they had a
very enjoyable time, So much so that Dave and | recened
some lovely letters from Winnie Wright and Pat Gibson.
Thank vou., Hopefully, see you all at the next blg

Association gathering.

The plofure shows mysall (Fm the

ane in combats),
Dave and the Associalion members standing in front
of the 5ir John Moore stalue

“OME GIRLS WAR"

Mrs Eilean McMurdo née Haywood (W123401)
Crrigingl framscrpt s feld at the imperial War Mussum,
and was lo be used in the book writharn by Michoe
Moynihan ‘People at War 1939 — 1545

“It seamead as if the entire population of Brussels want mad

with excitemant as everything just ground to a halt. Waork,
public transpor, everything ceased, as we siared o
cetebrate and |t was a celebration that was to last for several
days. On the afternoon of VE Day | had arranged to meal
some friends at a forces’ club at the fown centre, but as
thimgs turned ot | never did Keap that date. The frams Rad
aiready stopped running as | made my way down the Rue
de la Aol i(sic) and | gladly accepied a lift from some
Amaricans who were passing in an opan command car.

“Az wa drove towards the main shopping cenire we were
caught up in a slowly moving stream of traffic and were
hammed in by a densa crowd of chearing people. By this
time we had gathered several mora Allied parsonnel as
passengers, siting on the radiator and turmad-down hood,
parching precariously on the spare wheal and bonnet. We
were fied like royaltyl Tha Balgians palted us with flowers,
confelli and paper streamers. Bottles of wine and cognac
wara thrust Into our hands and we drank toasts to
evarything and everyone as we axchanged our caps for
gaily coloured cardboard hats and tooted koudly on an
assortment of shrill sqgueakears.

"W graw hoarsa with joining in the yelis of "Vive FAngletarral’
and "Vive FAmerican!” We sang "Pack Up Your Troubées' and
‘Mademoiselle from Armentiar’ over and over again. We sang
‘Land of Hope and Glory' and The Star Spangled Banner'
until our throats were sore. The pant up ematons of all the
years of darkness flared up in a surge of joyous calebration.

“By midnight, whal with the combined effects of the
excitement and the assortment and quantity of drinks, the
passengers had dropped off one by one, and the young
Amarican Airborne Lieutenant who had bean navigating our
overloaded vehicle through the crowds for several hours
turned off into a less congested side street. He parked tha
command car and the four of us who remained went in
search of something to eal. Most of the cales and bars wese
crowdad to the doors but wa eveniually found a small
restaurant that was comparatively empty and peaceful,

*&Asz wa ale our maal, an accondionist began quistly playing
nostalgic continental music, and aftersards, as we sat
sipping our drinks, | noliced thal the mood of my companions
had undergone a change. The last traces of the wild gaiety
of the past hours had vanished. Each man seamed o be
wrapped in his own thoughts and there was an aura of
aloneness aboul them, a sadness which | fell | could almost
put out my hand and fouch. | kmew that they were
remembenng not only the victories but the bitter battlas, the
cold, the dirt, the stench and faar, the bloody disfigurements
of wounds and the death of close companions.

I alzso wenl back in memory, back to the bar of a London pub
which had once been filled with the laughter of scores of
young men of whom so few remained. Suddenly | fell sick of
ihe jubilations of the past few hours and, thanking the boys
for the meal and their compary, | sipped throegh the back
sireats away from the crowds. | passed a small church. The
door was open and through it | could see the warm fickering
glow' of many small candlas. | wenl inssda, The air was
warm and heavy with incense and the pews were packed
with kneeling people, the silence broken only by the munmur
of whispered prayers and the faint click of rosaries, The
candies glowed from every comer of the church, | too it one
and, after placing it before one of the many statuss of the
sairds, | knelt for a few moments at the attar rails, My prayens
wara not only in thanks for victory but in remambrance of the
untold thousands who did not live 1o sea "

We will publish another axtract from Mrs Molurdo's Memoirs
ir7 & fufure editior of the Lionass.

VERA SOLDIERS OM
by Jenny Andrews

This article firsl sppeared in the Ewvening Gazsife,

Wednesday, September 27,2000 and /s reproduced by kind
permission of Newsgues! (Essax) Lid,

“The indomitable spirit of an 83-year-old woman has ansured
a forces’ group continues to floursh,

Varg Cola, of Shrub End, Colchasier, was a co-founder of
the Colchester branch of the Women's Royal Army Corps
Associaton in 15986,

But her association with the Army goes back to August 1942
whan she enlisted and =pent the next 41z years as a driver
stationed in Surrey before leaving with the rank of Corporal,

She still drives today and sakd: “Mo-one tasght to drive in the
Army can be amything other than a good driver.”
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Vera Cole weth the Tast edition of the Livness

Of her time in the forces she said: “it made me, There were
B2 jobs in the Ary a women could doincluding cooks,
orderlies, ack-ack, clerks and even down o mending shoes,
I gave us all confidence.”

Miss Cole returned to live in Colchester in 1986 to care for
har ekdarly mother and answered a newspapar
advertsement calling for ex-servicewomen 1o form a branch
af the Associabion.

The advertisermant had been placed by a Chris Osman and
the first meeting, o which 11 people lumed up, was in the
Trinity Street offices balonging to her husband,

Miss Cole and the kate Baryl Woife were the first officers and,
as iha branch began to grow, they had their monthly mestings
in-a hall &t the rear of George Street before moving 1o thedr
currant home at the Casile Methodist Church.

The branch boasts 140 members from a wide area which
includes the Tendring peninsula — where thers I8 a 30-
strong confingent al Clacton = as well az Colchaster,
Chelmsford and Bury 5t Edmunds.

it meals on fhe second Wednesday of each month and
members enjoy a good chat, speakers, outings and each
are sent a monthly newslatter, written by Miss Cole and
printed at Goojerat Barracks at Colchaster Garrison.

Miss Cole said: “We had a lady join us last week., She is
aged B0-plus and our subscriplion is £5 a year or £50 for
life. She joined as a life member — that is our spint.”

When sha lefi tha services, Miss Cole stayed with her sistar
whose husband was a prisoner of war — at Eight Ash Green
belore returning to Croydon where she enrolled on a
secratanial cowrse at a Pitman College.
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"I started work as & shorthand typist and by the time |
refired, | was the company statistician,” she sald,

She had ancther love in her [ife — old fime dancing followed
by modern and Latin Amercan which she taught in the
evenings for the Inner London Education Authority.

“When | retired | taught during the day as well, but then my
mother al 80 nesded help and | came back o Colchaster, |
feel | was sent back,” she said.

Then camea the formation of tha branch at which Biss Cole
was the first treasurer,

She gradually ook over the runming of the branch on her
own for & kong time belore headquarters sad there had bo
be other officers.

At one stage the branch had 170 members, but it has been
running at 130 for a number of years,

Mot all of them tum up &t the monthly meetings although all
gel a copy of tha newslaiter,

bizs Cole, the ax-corporal, s now branch secretary and says
the chairman is an ex-major and the treasurer is an ex-private.

"I hawve never been happier,” she said.

A WONDERFUL WONDERFUL DAY
AT THE NATIOMNAL MEMORIAL ABORETUM
Compiled by Leeds Branch

Those of us wha had pard for Trees for a plat at the abova
Arboretum were invited 1o & dedication ceremony organised
by Vee Robinson. As we set off for Lichfield and Tamworth
on Tuesday 27 June we had no idea of the memorable
BEPAGBNGCE in slore for us,

The Memorial Stone



Tuesday evening we were 1o meet al the Naval Officers’
Club where we wara made most walcome. We received
our instructions for Wednesday plus the opporiunity o
purchase very aliractive Red T-Shirts with our Bow and
Arrow Command Logo in Black across the front, {These

caused lots of pPRYRLCY fRessor Free Version

Wednesday 28 June dawnead fine and sunny, Truly a minor
miracle after the weil and windy weather of tha past
weeks. The coach was on time and we arrived at Alrewas
whera we ware told that twa days previously the site had
been a guagmire and only a mammoth effori had
managed to drain it

The Service of Dedication was originallty planned to take
piace in the Chapel but high winds had lifted the roof and i
was declared unsale. Being well able 1o cope with worsa
calamities we happily formed a half circle around the
Memonal Stone for a moving Service of Dedication. We
sang hymns unaccompanied, had prayers and readings,
the Last Post and Reveille, Vee Robinson was joined by
Major General M Steele and The Honourable Dame Mary
Soames as she unvelled the beauliful granite Memorial
Stone. She then planted a free as a token of the many,
which will eventually grace this plot for years 1o come. This
is to be a lasting reminder to fulure generations of the part
played by the ATS during WW Il withowt which none of
tham waould have the freedom they enjoy. Many tears ware
shed a5 we remembered our lost frismds.

After numerous photographs, we wandered around
the site admiring other plols further advanced than ours,
all very moving. Particular interest was paid to the one
for the Korean Veterans being created by members of
their Association up on the hill side in mamory of the
Glorious Gloucesters who fought to the last man on a
hillside in Korea,

The coach then ook us o Alrewas Boval British Legion
Cluby where we were served a substantial lumch which
included Spotted Dick for pudding. The Honourable Dame
Mary and General Stegle gueued along with the rest of us
and thoroughly enjoyed themsebves. After a few drinks wa
left for Whittinglon Barracks where they had arranged an
exhibition of WW |l memorabilia and a video show, We
visited the Chapel with the Padre who told us a little of its
history and the Regiments associated with the Barracks.
Thera were spacial plaques for tha numerous YTz of thesa
Regiments, We had a photograph taken in front of an oid
A4 Gun after which we wara welcomed into the Corporals’
Mess for tea served by some of the sergeants. We
watched an account of the Dedication Ceremony on the
TV, had a few drinks and leamed about e in the Ammy
today from the sergeants. To make us really feel al home
the Barracks organised a firework display in the form of an
alr rald complete with siren, we were very fouched, a
suitable end to a wonderful day.

The Mational Memorial Arboretum should be open for
visitors next vear, There will be a visitor centre funded by
ihe Lattery with catering and childrens’ play area. Those
of you who missed this memorable day, visit the ATS Ack
Ack plot as soon as you can, yvou cannol help but ba
moved by . N will be a way of reminding fulure
ganerations of how much they owe o the ones who kapt
England free for them,

Thank you Ves for enabling us o be part of a most
enfoyable and yet sad day as we relived times which we
hope other genarations will not have 1o repeat.

MILLENMNIUM QUILTED WALL HANGING
Peg McEhwaine

Twe and a half vears ago Weymouth & Portland Borough
Councll invited Service and civillan organisations to have
their badge or motif included in a Millennium Quilied Wall
Hanging, We wanted to be there and we already had an
embroidered ATS badge.

Eleven years ago ong of our members, Mell Mitchell, died
and her daughter found the embroidery in her house and
gave it o us, AL The Ume we ddn't know what to do with i,
&0 | kept It in lissue paper for when it could be put into
something significant. ' | fook if to the quilter who said it was
fine, but it had to ba sewn onto & standard sized calico
square first, so | stitched i/ on.

The quilt was eveniually finished and wunveiled by the
Mayor, We were pleased to see it on digplay, with Nell's
badge in the Dottom right hand corner. A fitting memarial
to Mell and the ATS,

“I5 THAT SHAKEMN OR STIRRED, 5iR"
Cpl Shelly Whitehead, Mess Manager,
Lancastrian and Cumbrlan Voluntesers

Having attended a Mess Stewards' course af Aldershot last
year, | was really surprised 1o be asked (o becoma part of the
Ammy Tri-Services Sakon Culinaire Team, The idea behind
tha Salon Culinaire compelition |5 o pit the best of the Thees
services in a compelition that displays skills in mess work,
both in front of house and In the kitchen, the display work
needed for regimental functions; and the kitchen skilis
transferrad by chels to out in the feld.

The theme of the class | finally chose to enter was the
"Millennium Chalenge”, thiee cocktails and three napkin
folds linked by the theme of tha Millennium. | had akso been
antered by the Steward Training Department for the Girldon
class, but for those who know me most of my cooking tums
aut 1o be llambd, not just the presentation dishes complated
by stewards at the dining table.

So where do you star?

e mot usually short of ideas, but there was a need o find
somaeihing tolally different! Mot hard for those who had
alrpady sampled my punch in the Sergeants’ Mess and my
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Tri-colour Reglimental Cocktall at our final 4 QLA
Ragimental Dinner.

Amyway | dismissed the ideas of bugs — millennium types,
crashed compatars and of coursa the most hyped event, the
Mew Year's P L0 Lo P
Aaroplanes an anou
HWalcoming the kMllennium Arcund the Word!”,

There was a ol ol arlistic hoence as we stared our
Millennium trip in Cuba and endad up in Sydnay, I'm a
soidier not an airine pikof, and my Boaing 747 had a mixed
up flight schedule.

From thena il was a guick round the waorld toked with lots of
takking fo my audignce — a little fricky whan you're trying to
shice lemons and not your lingertips and pour from a cocktall
shaker without spilling and therefore kosing points.  This is
anven more difficull when you're baing Intervewed and thera
ara TV cameras and photographears pushing cameras into

your workspace,

S0 here are the recipes for the two “Strong” and one “Light
{on the alcohol, nof the caloresl) cocktalls, The threo
napkin folds infersparsing the delectable drinks were the
Morwegian Glacier, the Bagplpes, and the Opera House o
round off the planefary plane hop.

Judging took into account final presentation, speed of mixing
the cocktalls, tidiness and hyglene, strength and combination
of the mix of the cocktail; and the fodds of the napkin.

Frasentation time and | was awarded a silver madal, nolt
bad for a first time oul. So next year, with a class of no
gpecilic e = | can really lel my imaginaton run wikd -
hopefully | can shake, stir, pour and fold my way to a gold,
Unfortunately 1l have to do the Flambé class as s
combined with the stewards’ skills event so we'll have the
obligatory burnt offenings to go with the cocktalls,

ollin  Opean
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ON PARADE

Hadley |5 nephew o Cpl Shelley Whitehead (The
Lancasirian & Cumbrian Volunteers), and grandson to Linda
Whitehaad, both are mambers of the Accrington Branch of
tha Women's Royal Army Corps Association.

Even al this yvoung age Hadiey knows the meaning of
Remambrance and Armistice Day, and wears his poppy and
tha umiform of The Quesans Lancashire Regiment with pride,

Haavey Thamas Kay Whitehead Aged 4

THE “NOT FORGOTTEN" ASSOCIATION
Maggie Purkis, The Women's Royal Army Corps
Association, Wales and the Wast.

Throughout history, the populations of the world have,
periodically, demanded that their sons and daughters fake
up arms to either force their neighbours to conform to their
own beliefs and comnviclions, or o defend their own way of
lite against the aggressors. Af every conflict, there are
winners on ong side, but losers on both. Inevitably there are
those who do not come home. Equally, there are those on
both sides who are wounded and permanently scarmed by
the harror and deprivations through which they have ived.

Ewery yaar, on the amnivarsary of the cease-fire following the
end of the First World War, we wear our poppies with pride and
call wpon the Nation fo remember thosa who made the ulimate
sacrfice, laying down thelr lives in the servios of thedr country,

But what happens on November 12th each year? Wed, | would
suggest that the majority of the civilian population removes the
crumpled poppy from thelr coat lapels and forgets for another
yoar, The serving members of the vanous armed foroes get on
with their jobs of enforcing andfor presaning what peace exists
and works towarnds ansuring that such conflicis navar reoccur.
Like all other Sarvice Associations, we in the WHAC
Agsociation return to the business of providing support,

ip and a focus of remembrance for all those who
served in the former OMAAC, ATS, WRAC, WRACTA and
WHACTAVR and fo ensuring thal their Senvice is recorded,
recognised and remembered in perpetuity.

Happily, there are also others who do not forgel either,
amangst them the “MNot Forgolten® Assoclation for the Ex-
Service Disabled. Theair emblem is the head of an elaphant
holding & sword in ifs trunk. (] say 55" tunk — we all know
that our Lionass is the anly female animal usad in heraldry,
but to tell the truth, the "Mot Forgolten” elephant may well be
the matriarch of the hard), Either way, as we all know, an
alephant never fargets.



Their Misslon Statement reads:;

The *Mot Forgotten” Association is dedicated to providing ani
entertainments programme across the couniry throughout
the year. Those eligitle are ex-servicemean and women of

Suang rom S forh A Tosil ¥ FE Ve SHE Y

Wa airm to bring a little lightness and brightness inta the lives
of those who have ssrved their country 5o proudly over the
vears —we ensure they are not forgolten,

The Mot Forgolien™ Association provides TV, TV icences,
hodidays (individual and growp), outings across the country,
conceris in ex-service residential and nursing homes, an
annual garden party and Christmas parties. ({If you are
unsure of your eligibility with the Association, give them a
fing on 020 7730 2400 or 36600,

The "Mot Forgotten” Association does not have a mambar-
ship scheme as such and therefore no subscriptions on
which to draw. They consider that all those who have been
included b their culings and parties are members. The
Agsociation works in close co-operation with the Royal
British Legion, Their Patron, (a5 is our President} is HRH
The Duchess of Kent GCVO and the list of their Officers
reads fike Who's Who in the Services,

Last summer, | was privilaged to be invited to join six of
our members at the annual "Mot Forgotten”™ Association
Garden Party in the grounds of Buckingham Palace. The
Party, like all events hosted by the "Mot Forgotten”
Azsocialion was organised by Rosie Stewarl. Rosie has
obvigusly organised many parties and outings, the whole
delightful event ran like clock-work and became my most
memaorable three days in recent times.

Thiz soven membass of the WRAC Associaton travelled io

London in ones and twos and mel at the Viclory Services

Club for dinner. Later we retired to the bar {like you do), and
iried, albeit half-hearedly to refrain from sounding like a
group of gins out for & very special freal, not wanting 1o waste
a momant or to forget a single second of the experience.

After breakipst the next moming, we window-shopped the
sman estabishments In Town., The Haf-Price Sale In
Selfndges brought the cost of clothes down o menshy
exarbifand!  Wae lunched on sandwiches and ralived o don
pash frocks having arranged to meet in tha foyer and engage
iaxis o the Pzlace. When we re-assembled we were
delighted o find that we had been imited fo join the other
guests of the “Mol Forgotten™ Association on thelr coach, and
then wa met Biddy. Biddy, logether with her son, had brought
a contingent of guests of the "MNol Forgolten™ Associalion
across from Northern Ireland, a trip she makes regulary with
those invited fo atiend the various oulings and paries
organised by our hosts.  Biddy iz a Iving angel, she
shepharded her flock of ax-senaceman and women with e,
care, consideration and huwmouwr throughout the aftemoon,
without once being patronising or officicus. Biddy, like all who
run the "Mot Forgolten” Association, cbviously. . just Cares.

| know that the event & gong o be recorded by at least ona
of our mambers hare in the Lioness. Suffica it o say thal |
came home with an enomous sense of pride at hawving
been efigible to attend, that | had been invited and had spent
the afternocon at Buckingham Palace in the company of 20
mary delightfully memorable peopla.

My Mew Year's Resolution for 2001 is to help the "Moi
Forgotten™ Association to help those who have Served and
now need and deserve a bitthe brightness in thedir lives, Long
may The Mot Forgolten™ Associalion continus b remambear,

ROYAL GARDEN FARTY
Edith Francis

The Branch Officers of Wales and the West were Invited
by the “Mot Forgoflan™ Associalion o jain tham al their
Garden Parly held in the grounds of Buckingham Palace
on 27 July.

HRH The Princess Roval was present as wene many well
known celebrities, Including Bl Perbvee of 'Dad’s Army’
whia kindly consenied o join us for & photograph.

it was a very enjoyable and maemorablo day,

L-R Edith Francis, Jo Anscomba, Mancy Tioton,
Bifl Pertwea Maggte Furkis, Daphne Jenvs TD,
Anmne Deakin and Edna Thamas

SWIMMING IN EGYPT

Miss Charmian Mary Mould joinad tha ATS at tha beginning
of the Second Workd War., Following demobilisation she
could not seftle info civilian life and returned to the ATS
within a few months, She evenlually resigned from the
WRHAC as a Major in the late 1950z,

Following Miss Mould's death eardier this year, her cousin
gent @ pholograph to the Lioness, R shows the swimming
team in Egypt sometime in the 50s. Maybe you will
recognise yoursel or a friend,

Standing L-H, Pte Brand QARANC. LCpi Durn,
Pte Noble, Pre Low
Spated L-A, Capt Mowd, Capl Thomas, gl Colby
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ATS Reminiscences

THE PLEASURES AND PREDICAMENTS OF

B TB EFHYER Version
Il (LCpl W/74020)

Mizs KEyra ET

The photograph | have enclosed shows me and three
friends leaving Warringion Baracks early one morning
bound for the docks on the Chede. From laft bo rght they ane
Eisia Wells, Margarel (Bunny) Blanning, me and Jennifas
Wells (sister of Elsie}. It was taken at the Copper Keltle on
the Preston-By-Pass where the stalf used 10 save us
chocolale bscuits i they could get them. (1 remember
saveral places by what we had io aat),

A “shipping convoy” necessitated 3 nights away. We were
given subsistence for every day we were away from base
for more than 12 hours. | forget now what the rate was, nol
very much, but it all helped. When | joined up, a Private
received 13 shilings a week. It had been 8 shillings at tha
beginning of the war, 30 things were looking op.

Wa never knew where the lorries were bound for, everything
was very “hush-hush”. However, we guessed these
particular ones were bound for Egypt or “somewhere in the
Mediterranean” because of their sandy coloured canopies,

A night in Giasgow meant The Berkeley Hatel, lashings of hot
water, baths enough for all, and & long hot soak. We would
then put on clean clothes and have dnner in e dining room
whare we were trealed as i we were real paying guests.
However, one night we were homified to be denied enfrance,
the US Armmy had taken over! We found shelter at another
old-fashioned hoted, but it was not the same thing at all.

Al this bme the bitterdy cold Winter of 1941-42 gave way 1o
a mild Spring and we stopped doing the Glasgow run and
started delivering trucks 1o & camp just outside Exeter, The
South Coasl buld up had begiun,

Convoys were of several different types, long Shipping
Convoys, smaller convoys delivering one of more trucks to
a Unit and felching lorres and necks from factories such as
Dagenham, West Bromwich, ele. |t was on a convoy from
Dagenham that | was given my first “ead” job. The
Sergeant said | knew the way., | didn’t know all of i, but |
wasn't going o um down the opportunily, 5o we set off, At
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one crogsroads | wasn'l sure which way to take, but seeing
2 lorries approaching from my right, 1 fook that road and
after that | was on more famifiar ground and got everyone

home safely,

Ona small corvoy was o Llandrindod Wells in med-Wales,
We arrived on a Salwday evening expecting fo catch a train
back, but we were told the kast rain had gona and thara
would be no mone 1l Monday moming. The Army oocupsad
mosl of the hotels in the liftle town, and par of one was
made over to us for the week-end. We were not at all sormy
about thig, it was a nice unexpeciad rest day for us and, as
the weather was perfect, we spent all day on Sunday
walking in the hills.

Anciher small convoy | particularty remamber ook us to the
wilds of Darimoor. We drove down on a lovely sunny day
and stayed overnight in a litthe hotel on the front at the pretty
little “pink” town of Teignmouth, By moming the weather
had changed dramatically, and the rain was faling down as
it can do in Devon, The Unit we were [ooking for was
“somewhera on the Moor®, bul where? Everyons we saw,
and there were nol many pecple aboul, seemed bent on
confusing us and meanwhile we were gefiing wetier and
wetter. We had leather jerking, but the rain ran off ihe back
of our caps and down our necks and wea were soon wel
throwgh. | forgot to mention we were driving open trucks!

Eventually we found the unit which seemed to consist of a
few men squatting around wo small camp fires under a
tree. 1 appeared this was all they had 1o cook on, However,
they were vary kind lo the bedraggied women who had
arrived unexpeciedly at their camp. They mada us tea and
tried, unsuccessfully, 1o dry pars of our uniform, bBul it was
hopeless and, putling on our pyjamas undar our still wet
clothes, we travelled back to Cirencesier.

Bunny and | had some nice frips logether, Once fo
Perranporth, Morth Comwall, and once 1o Liangadog near
Caermarton in Soulh Wales. Once, we detouraed a litfle from
the route given to us o call at Bunny's homa, Then we
drove down through the Cheddar Gorge, which was new
country to me. | reciprocated when we had a larga FA
Tractor {| still have the original "detail” we were given, it
says: FA Tracior to RAQC Hilisea, Portsmouth), We callad
at my sister-in-law's home {(my brother was away in the
Mavy). She was very surprised to see this large vehicla
coming up the drive, and aven more surpnsad whan 2 ATS
girks jumped oul, one of wham was ma! She was, of coursa,
very glad fo give us tea.

And now | come o a problerm.  What would you have dona
in our place?

Bunmy and | had o delvar bwo stall cars o a Provost Linig al
Paisley, near Glasgow. We crossed the Pennines from
Scotch Cormer. The clowds were low and threatandng and
wa seemed o be the only vehicles on the road, it was quite
eere, We reached Paisley and found tha Unit, I was quite
small and consisted of Dificers and Sergeants who were
messing together, After we had delivered the cars and had
chatted for a while we asked if we could ‘phone the Police



for our Billets”, “Oh nd®, they said, "You will ba having dinner
with us and staying the night, we have arranged a bedroom,
elo,, for your wse”,

We thanked them very much, but undemeath consternation
reigned. WhalDid @omepie Isordhar advidiysiommtes
who were, afier all, on a job, in & Provost Officers and
Sergeants Mess? When on a job we wore bafttle dress tunics,
and these were apt 1o get wvery dirty from peering into the
engines of cars and lomies. In those days rotor arms had to
be removed from the engines so that they were quite
immabilized. When you tock yvour tunic off you had to rollup
vour skeeves,  We couldn't go imto an Officers/Sergeants
mess with our skeeves rolled up, it would look dreadful. The
ordy aliemative was to put on our clean shirts, (fortunataly we
each had ana with us) and go N to dinner in long sleeves.

Curirg fhe meal Bunmy and | were painfully conscious of tha
fact thatl we wera nod proparly dressed.  Did they know our
dress ragulations?  We didn't ask and they dadn’t mention it,
but our conversation was not exactly sparkiing.  After dinner
we ware introduced to the game of Housey Housey, now
moea comemanky known as Bingo, but it was quite new o us
both then. At last the evening came to an end and we said
goodnight and retired to our room, firmly locking the door
behind us. As | fell asleap at once | never knew if anyone
triend the door, but sormaksow |don't think they did. Somaonsa
rrest have driven ws to a station in the moming and put us on
a frain, but of that jourrsy | have no recollacton whalscever,

Did we do right? If not, what would you have dona?

THE FURTHER TRIBULATIONS OF A WAR TIME DRIVER
Miss Vera Cole, Secrelary of Colchester Branch

Mizz Vera Cole, who was a driver in the ATS was slationed
with 900 company BASC Ack Ack Command, and livad n a
house cabed Wesion Acres In Woodmanstema, Surmey.
Thera were no children in this willage so the ATS girds took
thalr place even 1o the extant.of fling their chosr sialis on a

Sunday mosning,

The company was responsible for keeping all the gun sites
south of the Thames suppled with ammoenition.  Tha
personne! also manned the medical centres and drove
ambulances.  Vara hafed these vehicles becauss thay
swayed and ware 1op heavy.

In the photograph the group are postionad rownd tha
bonnet of one of the dreaded vahicles, Vera is sitting on tha
bonnel with her hand on the shoulder of the OC, Jdunior
Commandar Webb!

THE LIFE OF AN ATS MESSING OFFICER
Marjory B Drayson (née Whita), “Bruach” Invernass Aoad,
Carr Bridge, Inverness-shing PH23 380

Reading the “Lioness”, it amazes me how groups of ATS
remained together durnng War Service and Kepl up
friendships for 30 many years, Being commassioned, we
moved around more often, and as a Speclalist Messing
Officer one was often, apart from a Medical Officer, the only
famala in the Mass,

in only three postings wera there olher ATS Officers and |
Izt them later, just in case any of your members crossed

paths with me!

My senice began In a FANY Company in Invermess, where
our menus were augmented with Grouse, Salmon and
Lobster brought in by parents — what a rude awakening on
being dispatched to the ACC in Aldershol. | had done a
Domestic Sclence Course and Dietetics but thare | did three
COUrses, amving as a Private, gaining 3 stripes, bDut
remaining on Private's pay! Such mamories of Fleld
Cookery in sub-zero tlemperatures!

1 did & stint as a Sergeant Instructor af Hadrians Camp ECC
near Carlisle and then was sent fo close down the ECC at
Aldermaston. It did not take long. The rest of the time was
spent on Guard Duties - very necessary as the LISAAF had
arrived on the adjoining *fields” and the Gis invaded our
grounds until a very high perimeter fence was erected!

Mext Pra-OCTU at New Battle Abbey Dalkeifhy and then
Edinburgh OCTL.

| was posted back to Mew Bafile Abbey (ATS Training
Depod} as Messing Officar. | knew the cookhausa floor well,
hawving claaned it and the boilars and roasting tins offen on
Pra OCTU. The "Lats” oo of course |

The second posting whare | was not the sola ATS officer
was No. 1 Military Port Loch Gareloch (Top Secret Posting).
Extremely busy Docks, Railheads etc. with 24 hour
waorkshifls and 14 camps around tha loch. HO was Balmors
House, and the Mess was in Shandon Hydro = (damalished
afer tho war) - and was shared with the Navy and Fleat Air
Arrm. ATS officers slepl in the "White House' nearby. On the
Dockside a huge consiruction was laking shapa. It had a
code nama and on 1 was a cook house, which | inspecied.
Eventually, the ‘monster’ was towed away and rumoured 1o
be going to Milford Haven., Only later | reaksed | had bean
on parl of the Mulberry Harbour,

Finakly, the Buffs Depol in Canterbury and Datachments on
the coast. How | admired the ATS on "Ack-Ack’ sites, as It
was the period of the “Flying Bomibs®,
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I believe the Victorian Barracks on Stumy Road have
disappeared, to be replaced by an Industrial site and an
ASDA store. | am sorry that contacts from there have died
and only a Medical Officer’s widow is in touch, but she is no
longer able to drive up here.
PDF Compressor Free Version

NOW - Three daughters, three grandsons, two
granddaughters and lately a great grandson! Fortunately |
am still reasonably “fleet of foot”, so can’'t grumble!

IT’S TIME TO STAND UP FOR THE WOMEN
Mrs V Rose (née Hall) Cpl W/6738, 36 Walnut Close,
Newport Pagnell, Buckinghamshire MK16 8JH

| have an objection to TV advertisements for a tyre company
who emblazons ATS across the screen. | wonder why they
were allowed to use these initials. | am sure there would
have been a complaint if the previous initials of a male
regiment were used in this manner.

We have plenty of coverage of wartime documentaries
featuring troops of several nations during the last war but
very few show the women (apart from nurses) who were
working alongside the men on gun sites and search light
batteries, driving in convoys, and many rather hazardous
working situations.

When we received the telegram which stated that we were
“Called to the Colours” in 1939, two to three weeks before
war was declared, we were sent to the various Medway forts
where there were no facilities beyond a stand pipe!

There were no beds, no washing facilities, a hastily erected
“bog”, and as we had to sleep on the concrete floor in the
next casement known as “The Officers Mess” which, by the
way, still housed some of its rat inhabitants, we could not lay
out our newspapers and horse blankets on the concrete
floor until the officers had vacated the casement.

Often it would be very late before we could lay out our
communal “bed” and the atmosphere was always thick with
cigar and cigarette smoke.

As there were no washing or bathing facilities we were a
rather scruffy lot. We could not pass the barbed wire
enclosure so could not go “outside”.

Someone managed to find a sort of baby bath tin which we
screened with an old clothes horse, so we managed to
“wash down” with a dixie of warm water when it was
possible.

One of the officers produced a radio and the ten of us (girls
and women) listened to the declaration of war which was
followed by the howling of an air raid siren! We had to run
to the tunnel beneath the fort and stand in the pitch dark with
our backs against the wall — It was a false alarm!

When the war got under way we were stationed at various
gun sites or search light sites around the Medway area and
other places and before | was sent to France | was on a
“Rocket Battery” which no-one seems to have heard of.
(The Z rockets formed a barrage in the sky which, in theory,
broke up the bomber formations heading for London).
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My overseas service was mainly with SHAEF but as war
finished (I was then in Frankfurt) we were “returned” to a
British Regiment; I should say Scottish Regiment as it was
the 51st Highland Division in N. Germany.

How good it would be to meet up with old comrades, or hear
from them.

MRS JESSIE LOW EX W/2049 DUNSMORE (DUNNIE)
24 Grahame Terrace, Gilmerton, By Crieff, Perthshire,
Scotland PH7 3NB

| saw the photograph in the last issue of the ‘Lioness’ of
Irene Ludlow receiving a certificate of appreciation. Irene
was a valued member of 607 Coy ATS (BTA) in Klagenfurt
with myself and we still keep in touch at Christmas. The
picture of Irene and Dame Helen Gwynne Vaughan’s article
of 1925 Old Comrades Association Gazette made me think
of some of my own memories of ATS Service.

In the Spring of 1938, at a Ranger meeting, we had a talk
about poisonous gas and the likelihood of another war. We
heard that an ATS company was to be formed and affiliated
to the local regiment, the Black Watch. | joined up on 1st
December 1938 and as | was no good at cooking and had
been a clerk in ‘civvy street’ | became a clerk. Weekly drills
were held by the Black Watch RSM. Shoes were a difficulty,
an issue of very strong lacing shoes was made available for
drill nights but no uniform. In place of a week's camp we
had one day in the barracks. A few of us were assigned to
the QM’s office — very interesting morning with a cup of tea
from the RQMS’ wife. The day finished at 3 pm.

We were all called up on 1st September 1939 and six of us
spent three very busy weeks enlisting reservists. During
this time we were issued with one service dress, two not
very comfortable shirts with collars attached, one tie, two
pairs of khaki knickers (Celanese) and two pairs of khaki
stockings. Imagine my laundry problem.

I had joined ‘local service’ so was able to remain at home in
Perth. In December 1939 Dame Helen Gwynne Vaughan
came and inspected us in the grounds of Balhousie Castle.
To me, as a nineteen year old, she was a very old lady with
knee length fur lined boots. (Interestingly Dame Helen was
a prominent member of the Girl Guide movement when |
was a child).

The company increased and | was promoted to Section
Leader. | had to do Orderly Sergeant duties at Balhousie -
Castle, a long walk home in the blackout.

In 1942 | volunteered for general service and was posted on
promotion to CSM to 607(M) HAA Bty RA at Oswestry. |
travelled all day from Perth meeting different troops at train
changes — Crewe, Stafford and finally ‘Tinkers Green” where
I was met by a Bombardier who took me to the Sgts Mess —
not an ATS in sight. | was given a glass of beer and a
sandwich!  What a welcome! | wondered why | had
volunteered. However | met up with my cook Sergeant and
eventually the operational Sergeants and Corporals. The
girls were mostly conscripts with only three weeks training.
What followed was a difficult month for us all, until we left by
train at midnight for an unknown destination. It was a firing



camp at Whitby where we became a close knit unit, proficient
in firing at sleeves attached to planes flying over the sea.

From Whitby we moved at six month intervals to
Felixstowe, Newport (Wales), Crewe, Shoreham by the
Sea and thenPt§) Folans jBite yéerelre eVabrsiech VE
day. | was then posted to Redford Barracks. Here the
girls worked in the clothing depot fitting out soldiers for
civilian life. We also spent time in Dreghorn Barracks
where the troops taking part in London’s victory parade
were stationed.

In 1947, with married families returning from India, | was
posted to a reception station in Folkestone's Royal Hotel.
Here families were housed until suitable accommodation
was found for them.

In 1948 | volunteered for service overseas and was
posted to 607 Coy ATS in Austria where | met up with
Irene LLudlow and a very good friend Olive Rutter whom |
had met on a course at Liphook. Olive was PA to Brig
McDonald in Vienna while | was stationed in Klagenfurt, a
beautiful part of Austria even in post war Europe.
Summers were spent on the lakes and in the winter we
learned how to ski, with greater or lesser degrees of
success! Irene, Olive and myself were enrolled into the
WRAC while we were in Austria.

The WRAC left the army of occupation in Austria in 1950. |
was posted to Chilwell which was now a ghost camp with
300 girls in what had, during the war, held 2000. In 1951 |
was promoted to WOT1 to take over Highland Division TA
unit training with HQ in Aberdeen. | travelled to drills in
Wick, Thurso, Inverness, Elgin, Dundee and of course

Aberdeen. There were the usual camps at Cultybraggan in’

Perthshire. 1 left the service for civilian life in 1952,

KATH TUCKER EX-ATS REMEMBERS ENIGMA
Kath Tucker 212652
75 Lowden, Chippenham, Wilts.

From June 1943 to VE Day | was a Special Wireless
Operator (SWOP) with the Royal Corps of Signals stationed
at Shenley in Hertfordshire. Training had lasted between 5
and 6 months. Because of the nature of the work everyone
was sworn to secrecy, not only for the duration of the war
but for many years afterwards.

We learned Morse Code, how to handle a receiving set and
the format of the messages we would be intercepting, which
were in the Enigma Code. Working in shifts around the
clock, we sat with one hand on the tuning knob and held a
pencil in the other ready to start writing directly we heard
transmissions from the station we were listening for on a
given frequency. Messages received would be passed to
the Intelligence Corps and thence to Bletchley Park (Station
X) where they would be decoded.

Because of the secrecy, my father, who died in 1957, never
knew what | had been doing which | still feel very sad about.

It is reported that the breaking of the Enigma code
shortened the war by 2 years.

ROYAL CAMBRIDGE HOME

FOR SOLDIERS’ WIDOWS
(Registered Charity No. 225674)

The Royal Cambridge Home for Soldiers’ Widows was
founded in 1851, since when it has provided safe,
manageable and comfortable homes for the elderly
widows of men who served in the British Army.
Originally only those widows of NCOs and Private
Soldiers were accepted but the regulations governing
admission were later changed to include widows whose
husbands had served some of their time, be it only one
day, in the ranks. Now it is also open to accept women,
either single or widowed, who have themselves served
in the Army or Army Nursing Corps and married women
whose husbands have been admitted into the Royal
Hospital Chelsea and who are in need of residential
care. This new qualification encompasses women who
have served in the following:

ATS Army Territorial Services

WRAC Women’s Royal Army Corps

QARANC Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army
Nursing Corps

FANY (WTS) First Aid Nursing Yeomanry
(Women’s Transport Service)
1917 - 1921

WAAC Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps

QMAAC Queen Mary’s Army Auxiliary Corps

The Home is situated in its own very pleasant grounds
near to Hampton Court Palace and within a short stroll of
the Thames. ltis registered for thirty residents and many
of today’s residents were in their late sixties when they
came some twenty years ago. Any vacancies that arise
are taken up very quickly. The Royal Cambridge Home
is unique and the residents are special. [f you would like
to know more about the Home then please write to:

The Superintendent
Royal Cambridge Home
82/84 Hurst Road

East Molesey,

Surrey KT8 9AH

WRAC SWEATSHIRTS FOR SALE

Bottle Green Sweatshirts, Polo shirts and T-shirts
embroidered with the WRAC badge

Sizes 36 — 46
Other colours available
Also
Knitted WRAC Dolls

Price List and Further Information from:
Miss B P Butcher, 15 Westwood Drive, Swanpool,
Lincoln
Tel: 01522 878413
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WRAC Reminiscences

MAUREEN BROWN (née MERRIT) WRAC 1953 — 1968
12 .
R M S R S Fersion

In the Spring of 1953 | travelled from my little village in
Sussex the 20 miles to Brighton to enlist in the WRAC. After
a medical and interview | was enlisted and given a railway
warrant (the first of many new forms) for Guildford with
many other new recruits. | found myself in a large barrack
room of 20 beds, a wooden box under each bed, a dressing
table and locker between each bed. We soon learnt how to
barrack our beds every morning, | guess we can all
remember how it's done! One of our first visits was to the
stores to collect all that strange uniform. Remember khaki
greatcoats, tunic, BD, skirts, flat cap with pleats round,
pyjamas and unfashionable underwear? I'm sure we all
remember “passion killers”, the khaki bloomers with elastic
around the legs; “bullet proofs”, the thick lisle stockings and
shirts with detachable collars, not to mention the brown PT
shorts with the orangey vests and of course the housewife
— all of it crammed into two kit bags. Once we had our
uniforms, it was no “civvies” for six months and it all had to
be marked with our name and number. We were marched
everywhere (“outside in threes” was the cry), cookhouse
three times a day, Ml room for jabs and medicals, and PT.
We were taught how to press creases in our skirts, one went
in at each side and four outward, two front and back. We
had “In nights” before room inspections and kit checks (can
anyone remember how it all had to be laid out?). What fun!

After five weeks we all went to different camps to learn our
trades. | went to 12 Bn WRAC in Richmond Park, traveiling
each day to Inglis Bks, Mill Hill NW7 to become a Postal
Worker. | worked for three years in Knightsbridge, London,
in Postal Depot/RE, bussed in every day from Kingston on
Thames. | left there in 1956 as a Cpl and wrote about that
time in the Lioness No. 2 1997.

After three years as a Postal Worker | changed trades to
clerical and went to 6 Trg Bn RASC in Yeovil to learn about
Army Forms, letter writing and how to touch type. When my
six weeks was over, | was posted with Agnes Boyton to 70
Coy RASC, Beavers Lane Camp. We lived in Cavalry
Barracks HQ Eastern Command, Hounslow, just across the
road. | met Betty Wilson there who was also a clerk but she
changed to Admin later on and became a Company
Sergeant Major (CSM). | worked in the Company Office
dealing with Army Records for the RASC, ACC, REME and
WRAC. We had the old coke stoves for heating, what fun
on a cold morning getting them to light. | learnt how to teach
drill from Pam Halford, our CSM, and drilled the WRAC
clerks, cooks and orderlies every week. Maj O Lance was
our OC when | joined and Maj Pritchard was OC when | left.
Kathy O'Donoghue was our Unit Pay Clerk and she and |
went on a European holiday together in 1960, just before my
posting to Gibraltar. My job in 18 Coy WRAC was Personal
Assistant to Deputy Assistant Provost Marshal (DAPM) very
different from working for the RASC. In those days,
troopships stopped in Gibraltar. After time ashore and a few
drinks, the soldiers made life very colourful which meant the
RMPs were very busy and, therefore, so was Il. We wore
the lovely KD dresses, how many remember cutting out the
inside piece at the back and changing the buttons every
day? Sandals with khaki ankle socks walking to work down
Main Street — those were the days! Weekends spent on the
beach with lovely sunshine and ferry rides to Tangiers for
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the Kasbar or just over the border to Spain for cheap
shopping. How nice it would be sometimes to turn the clock
back! | sailed to Gibraltar on the “Nevassa”, it took four days
but I flew home and it took four hours.

Having all the necessary qualifications, Army Certificate of
Education 1, Clerks Trade B1 and Cadre course, | was
promoted to Sergeant and back to 12 Bn WRAC to work in
HQ London District in 1962. We now travelled to work in
coaches - no more climbing in and out of three tonners.
New uniform was issued, lovat green and a bottle green
greatcoat, buttons were ‘stay bright' (no more polish or
button sticks!). Waorking in Whitehall meant working in
civilian clothes, we only wore uniform when on Regimental
Duty which was only twice a month. All ceremonial and
state visits were organised by our HQ plus the Trooping of
the Colour — a very different job once again. It was while
working here, that my friend Ann and | drove from London
to Rome and back with just a tent and compo rations
courtesy of the Brigade of Guards.

From London | went to 29 Coy WRAC in BAOR, in 1965. |
worked for ADWRAC in HQ BAOR. While there, | met
Margaret Hutton a Postal Worker whom | hadn't seen since
my Knightsbridge days. We went on many trips together in
Holland and spent two weeks in Morocco on holiday. | also
visited East Berlin during this time and can still remember
the contrast between East and West.

My next posting was to Cyprus in 1967 where | worked for
the Colonel AQ at Headquarters. | had only been there two
weeks when the HQ was moved from one end of the Island
to the other. My kit took weeks to catch up with me and we
had to travel light when flying. The island had not yet been
divided when [ arrived, but soon trouble started and | learnt
all about Ops Rooms very quickly. When the trouble died
down | discovered that Cyprus was a lovely island to drive
around. After | left the trouble started again and the Island
was permanently divided. | met my late husband, who was
a RMP Sergeant, on this posting.

Promoted to Staff Sergeant, | was posted back to the UK as
Chief Clerk WRAC, 6 Trg Bn RASC in Yeovil. | left my Army
career from this unit to become a wife and mother. My
husband finished his 22 years and became a CSM in the Army
Cadet Force (ACF) and our daughter is an ACF CSM today.

MORE LIFE IN THE WRAC IN THE 1950
Mrs Norma Young (née Jones ) W/369813
21 Stopford Street, Edgeley, Stockport SK3 9HG

In reply to the letter on page 9 of “Lioness” 1/2000 by J
James, | too started my service in Guildford in 1951. After
basic training | went to Catterick on a teleprinter operators
course. | was then posted to Ack Ack Command at
Stanmore. Our quarters were in a large house called
Kestral where we had a good group of girls, - Elsie Winfield,
Jean Norris, Joyce Copeland, Jackie Lee, Margaret Wood,
Doreen Atkinson, Maureen Welford to name but a few.

In December 1952 | went overseas to Ladysmith Barracks
Fayid where | worked at GHQ when General Naguib and
Colonel Nasser were having a difference of opinion.
Because of the situation, we had an armed soldier at the
side of the teleprinter while we were working.



Six months later my friend Elsie Winfield came out to Fayid
and we had some leave in Cyprus. Bell tents on the sands
at Famagustal!

Later | met Audrey Shaw (née Walton) who went out to
Fayid in 1951. {9 e sihYisPessg v PRI VR IGA o
the Grand Reunion at Cardiff in April with Stockport Branch,
where we had a great time. We are the only two Ex-WRAC
members in the branch.

“CAP STRAPS UP”
W/386108 Cpl Mary Baker
13 Pirrie Close, Southampton SO15 7QA

| joined the WRAC in March 1954 for five weeks basic
training at Guildford, which | thoroughly enjoyed — although
I must admit that the onset of our training was quite a rude
awakening for one who had never so much as washed a
pair of pants for herself!

When it came to choosing the trade we would like to follow,
I had no hesitation in applying to be a driver. An aptitude
test had to be taken — assembling Meccano. | was accepted
as a driver, and in no time at all it was our passing out
parade. How proud we all were!

After leave | was posted to Figsbury Barracks, Winterbourne
Dauntsey, Salisbury for a ten-week driver training course.
All the instructors were WRAC NCOs. We were known as
driver “students”. We learnt to drive on 3-tonners, Austins
and Bedfords, K2 ambulances and 15-cwt. Bedfords, all of
which had crash-type gearboxes which meant we had to
learn to “double de-clutch”. We also had to train in basic
mechanics and vehicle maintenance, including fault finding,
and map reading. We had to pass both theory and practical
tests on all of these to become qualified drivers. Forty-six

years on | can still clearly remember my driving test. | took’

it in the K2 ambulance all around Salisbury and surrounding
area and | remember crashing my gears a couple of times.
It was a nerve racking experience. After the test we had to
line up outside the Platoon Office to learn our results. |
remember that about three girls weren't there and we didn’t
know whether they had passed or we had.

At this stage | had better explain that we wore the soft khaki
ATS peaked cap with the cap strap just above the peak.
(The WRAC berets had not yet been issued). Back to our
driving test: our platoon sergeant came out and asked for our
provisional licences. Our hearts sank. However she re-
appeared after a short time, handed back our licences and
said the magic words “Cap Straps Up” — a privilege accorded
to drivers and a tradition inherited from FANYs. This entailed
moving up the cap strap so that it sat on top of the head.
What a moment that was! There then followed three weeks
of solo driving on Landrovers, after which we were given our
postings. | was to go, after leave, to RAOC Didcot.

So off | went to Didcot. | was the only WRAC driver there, all
the other girls working in the Ordnance Depot. [t was while
| was at Didcot that the WRAC green beret was introduced.
| was the very last to get my beret — because | didn’t want to
lose my khaki cap. Eventually | was cornered in the QM
Stores and had to part company with my beloved cap.

After about fourteen months, | was called to attend a PTI
(Potential Driving Instructor) Board, was consequently
called for the PTI course, was pleased to pass it and was
issued with my first stripe. So it was back to Didcot to
collect the rest of my kit before taking up residence at the

Drivers & Clerks Training Centre (D & CTC), which had
moved from Salisbury to Yeovil.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Yeovil where | stayed until
leaving the Corps in 1958. | know a lot of WRAC girls wanted
postings abroad, but it had never bothered me and once you
were a driving instructor, unless you were really “naughty”,
there you stayed. It was a good life, with a lot of satisfaction
gained when you saw the “students” pass their tests.

Eventually | was given a second stripe and became a detail
clerk. This entailed producing a daily list of vehicles and
Driving Instructors available and which student would be
with which Instructor. Seldom would an Instructor have the
same student two days running.

| was proud to be a Driving Instructor and when | left the
Service in 1958 | was one of the last WRAC driving
instructors. The unit was in the process of closing, and all
instruction was to be carried out by civilian male personnel.
I think we did a good job.

It would be nice to hear from other drivers and instructors
who were at D & CTC Yeovil.

Yes, it was a good life with many long-standing friendships
made.

W/388481 FAIRBROTHER JESSIE
‘Two Hoots’, 19 Culver Road, Leicester LE3 9BH

| joined the WRAC on the 25 October 1954, like everyone
else | went to Guildford for my basic training. I'd always
wanted to drive, and the Army was the only one of the three
services that would actually teach you. From Guildford |
went to Yeovil Drivers And Clerks Training Centre (D&CTC)
January — March 1955. Having passed as a driver | went to
Hounslow. | had a very good time in the Army and did lots
of sports, playing Cricket for the Corps. | went to Munchen
Gladbach in BAOR in November 1955 to be a staff car
driver. | drove a Brigadier, it may sound grand, but all the
girls on this camp were staff car drivers, | just seem to have
had a very good job — lots of travelling all over Germany and
into Belgium and Holland. 1 also came back to the UK to
play cricket, going on tour with the Corps team, each of my
three years. | came back to UK February 1957 to Yeovil to
be a Driving Instructor. | really did enjoy my three years
service — but decided to give civvy street a chance - | have
to say the Army did give me a centain confidence. | rejoined
my local Ladies Cricket Team and played for the Midlands.
My driving experience got me a job driving a Mobile Library
for Leicestershire, one of the first, and by the time | moved
on after 11 years, a number of other ladies were doing the
job. 1then decided | needed to see a bit more of the country
and went coach driving, England, Scotland, Wales — weeks
away with Senior Citizens and school exchanges to France
— some great times. | always thought | might meet some old
friends on these travels, but somehow it never happened.
I've now been retired for 32 years, still enjoy driving, and
five years ago brought a small camper van. Did lots of
travels — then decided to be more comfortable and
exchanged it for a bigger and better camper van.

| joined the Dinner Club at the beginning, but as yet haven't
made the dinner — however | plan to, in 2001 — | have tried to
get together a group of Driving Instructors (DI's) from my time
at Yeovil, but somehow it hasn’t got off the ground. | really
think as we get older, people can only travel so far and cost
also comes into it. With the van | did lots of traveiling but sad
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to say have just sold B, as | need power steering, — “0Oid
Anthritis™ keeps pushing the aches and pains around. | have
managed to stay in touch with one or two people who josned
al the same time as me. Coneen Moms who now lives in
Ellezmere Porl, we mesat every so often, she has a camper
wan oo, in
loueh by phone e Tns S e R S YRl
h&anlntmmhmandnﬂmnc&wamadbngamw—
urfortunately she died in Saptember 1998, She lived in
Kingswinford, West Midiands, her friend Dorothy Fregman st
lives there and we are =il in uch. Whils spanding a lew
days in Wales in Aberystwyth, | came back throwgh
Maontgormeny and called on Jaan Presion and Kath Brown -
stayed to dinner and had lois of laughs about our times
together. Coméng back from holiday i Corwall stayed
ovemight at Bristol Ballcon Festival — and met up with
Margaret Wintle who lives in Weston-Super-Mare, she ako
has a motor vare  On our way south in 1998 wa mat kavis
Martin in Bumham on Sea, and although we didn't meet up in
the WRALC she kindly gave us tea, and we still exchange the
odd letier and phone call. While in the south about two years
agoe | went to South and Wes! Reundon In Piymaouth, rnvited by
Jean Cundy Borge, who had rnung me on the feletest senica
pals service. | mel Marge Owens and RAuth Jennings who
were drivers — we keep in fouch. | write to Cefia Bass (Mickay
Rooney) 2000 Mo, 2 Lioness. | alzo wite 1o Gladys Pope,
Barbara Hedorch, we also exchange holidays cards — sha has
a caravan. In Aprl went to the Tall Ships in Southamgton —
and met up with Sheila Alexander and Mary Barkar bath at
Yeovil as Dis, — Pam Richasds lives in Leicester, | also met up
with Wendy Jarmes, and anoliher ofd nand wio F'min louch
with is Margaret Beswick. She has triad for a drivers’ reunson,
we have visited each other and ring or write regulary.

What | want to say |5 thal whenever you mealt up with any ex-
garvice paopls it is 0 easy fo talk, and the mora 'm in towch
with, the more | find this 1o ba frue, Sometimes it's months
@van years — but you just drop back into that frisndship.

It anyone remembers me, and would like to drop me a line,
I do, as you have seen, enjoy both writing and receiving
news of avaryona.

Wid18121 LCPL WHITTAKER IRENE
5 Walldale Crescent, Stockion-On-Tees TS19 THY

It seems that Janet James' letter in Lioness 1 of 2000 Page
9 has slirred up a hormels' nest of response from ex
-WRALC. We are crawling out of the woodworkl

Like Sue Hirst (née Waind), (Lioness 2 of 2000 Page 16), |
enlisted in 1963, bul, being January, Hobbs Barracks was
cerainly not at its best when | amived after my long jourmey
from Slockton-On-Tees, It was [ate evening, bitterly cold
and in the middle of & power cutl!  After being used o my
own lovely bedroom at home, | slept alongside aboul 19
other girls, and was responsible for my own bed-space
(zpace? - thal was a [okel). To the eagle-eyed Corporal
"Bunmy™ Coleshill, 2 speck of dust made har eyes light up. |
soon learned! 1t did take me a while 1o gat used 10 drinking
aut of a tim mug, but the food wasn't too bad,

Dur Dwill Sergeant was a military policewoman (Blass Hearl)
s0 she was a stickler for smartness. She soon gol us licked
mio shape, teaching us thal yes, thera is a big difference
between left and right. After Lingfigkd, it was farewell to our
firet bunch of frends, and off 1o Cattenck for trade training,
Like Sue Hirst, it was Hooge Lines for 3 months. The great
black monstar of a8 stove in our room ook some lighling
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every day — 5Ts and floor polizh usually ded the tick. Than
our meam conporal would casually come in and pinch somsa
of our burning coke for her fire — ida Kirkpatrick was her
name, Il never fosget har!

One morning, wea ware rudging in tha snow b0 school when
this chap in a very smar uniform and peak cap cyclad pasi
Uz, Being young (and very grean) we all gave him a vary
smart salule only to realise he was an elecincity board
worker on his way to work, He nearly fall off his blke, and
we lell into a heap in the snow, screaming with lasghter. My
training at Catterick did me some good, as | retired n May
from the NHS as a swilchiboard opsarator]

Again, ke Sue | was posted 1o Salisbury after frade training,
fiar one night only, the following day | was off to Aldershot.
Yes, Mandora Hulmenis was 1o be my home lor ihe
foreseeable future, working on the telephone exchange. |
was nol happy there, and applied for overseas, My OC was
Caplain Ross who obliged me with 28 Signals Regiment in
Germany. | loved it there, and made a lot of friends,
Anyone remembar Jeanette Thirwell, “Flogger” Gates or
Renge Ogdeny | am still in contact with Rense after all
these years = thal's tha Army Spirit | guess,

Most weekends, when not on duty at ' Telephone House' we
found oursalves at the famows (or infamous) Shack Pub. 1t
was quite a long walk to get there but nobody minded (or
even remembarad) the walk back! We girls in 3 Sguadran
stuck very mauch to the lads In 28 Sig Regt and many
romancas and marrages bagan in BFPO 40.

| well remamber one night, about 1am the alarms sounding,
to signal an exercise, Mone of us had ever womn battie dress
bafore, S0 trying 1o gel Into Bools and Gaiters was a hoo,
Picture the scena — half asleep yaung womean in baby doll
pylamas {they were all the fashion then) trying to make our
way 1o Company Office, unabla to litt ona boot n front of the
other. The CSM was walting for us — her nama was Jobling,
but she was affactionately known o us as "Grapdma’.
Waonder if she knew that? She was all kitted out, but for
some reason, she was excused boots - lucky for somal

Shorlly atter, our OC, Major Frame, lalt us 1o ba replaced by
Wajor Roas, posted from Aldershod.

| was demobbed from Germany, and | have to say that my
3 years in the WRAC were great, and each year at the
WRAC Dinner weekand we re-iive all thosa happy times.

If you recognise yourself at the aforementioned “Shack” in
1864-5, please give me a call, (1642 892238




Life In The Army Today

HOW HAS THE BRITISH ARMY CHANGED IN THE
21ST CENTURY AND WHY IS REMEMBRANCE

SUNDAY SPIDJVER) SIONT FOMEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES?

(A personal view of Colonel D F Davies OBE Late
AGC(SPS))

This article is based on two ‘Parkinson style interviews’
given by the author in 2 churches in West Dorset on
Remembrance Sunday 2000.

What is your own military experience?

| joined the Army in 1973 and was commissioned into the
Women’s Royal Army Corps. It was 10 years since the
last conscript had left the Army and so | joined an all-
volunteer, professional Army, in which women were very
firmly non-combatants. | have been a part of an era of
tremendous change as, with the end of the ‘Cold War’,
successive governments have been keen to take the
‘Peace Dividend’, which has left Britain with the smallest
Army since Napoleonic times. If it was possible to gather
members of the British Army from the four corners of the
world where they are currently serving, we would all fit
into the old Wembley Stadium. The Cold War may have
ended, but during my service there have been wars in the
Falklands and the Gulf, we have been committed to
United Nations Operations in Cyprus, the Middle East,
Africa, East Timor and the Balkans. The last deployment
has now turned into a long commitment in both Bosnia
and Kosovo as part of multinational peacekeeping NATO
forces. In 2000 the latest commitment is some 24,000
troops to the new European defence force which, it would

appear, is to be capable of putting 60,000 personnel into

any trouble spot within 60 days with the ability to sustain
them for at least a year.

The troubles in Northern Ireland have continued throughout
my service and indeed | have spent over 5 years in the
Province serving in every rank bar my current one. During
my first tour in the early 70’s, | commanded a platoon of 50
female searchers, a mix of military policewomen and
volunteers from other trades, whose role was to search
women and children, looking for weapons, ammunition or
explosives. They were interesting days as members of the
WRAC were unarmed, and whilst the male soldiers wore
combat kit, we undertook all our duties wearing skirts and
forage caps. This certainly produced some challenges such
as crossing Blackthorn hedges and climbing gates in South
Armagh, not to mention jumping in and out of helicopters
whilst wearing a skirt, this was a special skill. Other tours in
Northern Ireland involved me in the management of the
Army’s budget, a challenging task as the plans had to be
very flexible to meet the continually changing operational
situation. That same job also had the responsibility for the
organisation of visits to the Province and the control of the
number of troops in the Province. On another tour as the
Staff Officer Personnel, our branch was responsible
amongst other things for the administration of all casualties.
This included regular races against time to ensure that Next
of Kin of casualties were informed by the Army rather than
learning about an incident from the media. The speed of
communication has become a real challenge. With the
media present at any incident of note anywhere in the world,
it is likely to feature on the next news bulletin, viewed in
millions of homes throughout the UK.

've been fortunate that during the last 28 years I've had
masses of opportunities. It has been the era of equal
opportunities and there are now some 6,500 women in the
Army, excluding the Medical Services which contain a further
1500. There are some 750 officers, with 2 Brigadiers —
Director Staff and Personnel Support and Director Education
and Training Services. Women now complete the same
training as men (you may have seen the recent, fly on the wall,
television documentaries, ‘Guns and Roses’ filmed at the
Royal Military Academy Sandhurst and ‘Soldiers to Be’ filmed
in the Army Training Regiments) including handling weapons
and gender fair/gender free physical testing which has
resulted in increasing emphasis on physical fitness. We are
all required to pass a basic Combat Fitness Test, a loaded 8
miles speed march, annually and to undertake Basic Physical
Assessment Tests twice a year. We now wear exactly the
same kit as men, with boots, combat suit and beret being the
standard dress. Despite handbags no longer being an issue
item, there is still some scope for feminism, as earrings are still
acceptable for servicewomen, much to the annoyance of
some of the younger male soldiers who are also keen to follow
fashion! Women now serve in all Corps with the exception of
the Infantry and Armoured Corps, although even this is
currently under review. Recent years have seen female
officers in command of Royal Logistic Corps Regiments and
University Officer Training Corps; female officers employed
increasingly widely in General Staff appointments including
currently, Military Assistant to the Secretary of State for
Defence. There has also been a female RSM in a tri-Service
School in which a large number of the students were officers
from the Middle East.

In addition to tours in NI, | have served with the United Nations
Force in Cyprus for 2 years maintaining the buffer zone
between the Greeks and Turks. That tour also coincided with
the British involvement in Beirut with first the evacuation of UN
personnel and eventually the withdrawal of the British
contingent. | have had 4 tours commanding training units,
including a 2 year exchange tour in Australia. | was in Hong
Kong early in the period leading up to hand over of the colony
and of course I've had my share of tours in Germany and in
England. Currently, | am the Chief of Staff of the Staff and
Personnel Support Branch of the Adjutant General’'s Corps,
which has some 4,500 members, of whom 30% are female,
including the Director Brigadier Val Batchelor, appointed in
June 2000. Amongst my current duties, | am responsible for
providing the Army’s Customer Focus which provides the
interface with the multinational company which provides the
computer support for the personnel administration. This is a
challenging task, which has required me to master civilian
management speak and to get to grips with commercial
practice — something which | never dreamt | would have to
become involved with when | joined the Army.

Why is Remembrance Sunday still important 55 years
after the end of the Second World War?

In many ways it is rather sad that people are always inclined
to associate Remembrance Sunday only with the
horrendous loss of life that occurred in the First and Second
World Wars. There has only been one year since 1945 in
which no member of the British Forces has lost their life in
the service of their country. During the second half of the
last century, British Forces were involved in Malaya, East
Africa, the Middle East, Korea and all the areas | mentioned
earlier. Our latest involvement is in Sierra Leone where a
young NCO was killed in action in August.
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The Services are a very tight knit community whose
members have all volunteered to serve their country and
who, although most don’t consider it until they have
enlisted, must be prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice.
We are a young and fit community, but rarely a year goes
by in any unipjogt 0% Fad eiepaingplost,
either as a resuit of an accident, injury or illness. No death
is easy and we are frequently left asking the guestion why
him or indeed her?

Having talked about recent losses, history is very important
to members of the Forces today, and we are very conscious
of the huge sacrifices that have been made by those who
have gone before us. Young recruits are taken to France to
visit the scenes of some of the worst fighting during the
World Wars. Although they have read the books, seen films
and learnt about it at School, it is not until they are standing
looking at the remaining trenches on the Somme, or visiting
the War Cemeteries, that history is brought alive. The
Annual Festival of Remembrance and the march past at the
Cenotaph are also vivid reminders of the huge number of
people who have been involved in the defence of our
homeland. Whilst the average age of those on parade rises
each year, if one looks carefully there are many on parade
who have served during the last 55 years. Amongst the
ranks are the blind veterans from St Dunstan’s, many of
whom are casualties from more recent conflicts.

They say that every medal tells a story and the campaign
medals worn by the young men and women of today’s Army
reflect the very high level of commitment to conflicts other
than the traditional role of defence of the homeland. We
have become international peacekeepers and experts in the
delivery of humanitarian aid. It is no longer a case of two
opposing military forces, we now operate in an environment

of smart weapons and long range engagements on the one
hand and direct exposure to the horrors of ethnic cleansing
on the other. Today’s Forces are deployed worid wide as
part of multinational NATO or UN forces or are providing
training teams in support of Armed Forces of developing
nations, whilst here in Britain we provide the disciplined
force who can be called upon to assist in any crisis, be it
flood relief or the maintenance of essential services. The
British Forces are kept very busy and face a very wide
range of challenges.

What should be our prayer for those in the Forces today?

| think that there are 3 things we should seek in this new
century

® That we never forget the sacrifices made by those who
have served the country in uniform and the huge number
of civilians who have also given their lives.

® That there is greater public awareness of our
professional Armed Forces, which are the best in the
world, and rely on young men and women volunteering
to join our ranks.

@ That those serving in the Forces will continue to display
the necessary qualities of faith, commitment, high
standards of discipline and fithess and, should the need
arise, courage.

Finally let us not forget that remembrance is not just about
a national but a world wide tragedy, repetitions of which we
must seek to avoid in this new century, through a
combination of communication and understanding. War

. must be the last resort as conflict is a bloody business. As

members of the Forces today, we all hope that we will not
be called upon to pay the ultimate price.

MEMORABILIA
ATS Enamel Badges £2.75
WRAC Enamel Badges £2.75
Association Badges £2.50
Association Key Fobs £1.80
Association Square Lapel Badges £1.50
WRAC Booklets £0.50
Sandwich Trays £4.60
Square Trays £4.80
Teapot Stands £3.50
Bone China Mugs with ATS and £4.50
WRAC Badges
Pens £1.80
Regi-Bears (ATS and WRAC) £7.50
Postcards (pack of 10) £1.00
ABF Scarves £2.50

All prices are inclusive of postage and packing.
All cheques payable to WRAC Association
and sent to:

WRAC Association HQ
AGC Centre
Worthy Down

Winchester
Hants S0O21 2RG

AGC Corps Day 2001

AGC Corps Day will take place this year on Saturday 09
June 2001 at Worthy Down.

The format this year will be Lunch, followed by a cricket
match and possibly other sporting events. Music will be
provided by the Band of the AGC and the day rounded
off with afternoon tea.

The cost of the event is not known at time of going to
print, but can be obtained, along with further details, by
contacting Association HQ on 01962 887478.

To book a ticket, please complete and return the
following proforma:

| would like
Corps Day on 09 June 2001.

ticket(s) for the AGC

Name:

Address:

Date: Signature:
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Gunners Corner

ATS MEMBERS AA BRANCH

Ex WP i ébudar fed &@ision
514 (M) HAA Bty, 151 Regt RA (1942 - 1945)

“Thi Dome, the London Eye and the Millennium Bridge®™ -
all pala into Insignificance compared to the Reunion of the
ATS Members of Ack Ack Command Branch held al
imphal Barracks on 29 and 30 July in this “Millenniem
Year®. Hemarks made Dy our members last yvear e,
Tremendous” “wonderdul” “super” and “best ever yot®, led
uz 1o belkeve that it would take a miracle to better it. Well,
miracle or nof - we did itll Mot that wa, the Committes,
can claim all the credit. No wayll We did make
suggestions of course and we worked jolly hard but
without the kindness, enthusiasm and wonderdully
efficiant planning of cur friends at York Garrison, none of
it woukd have happened.

When Major (Retd) David Robertson welcomed us all
on Saturday afternocon, ha paid tribute to our dear friend and
patron, General Sir Martin Famdale KCB, whose death on
10 May shocked and saddened every one of
our branch members, A parod of silence was kepl as a
mark of respect. Sir Martin was respected and loved by ali
“hiz girls™ and will be sorely missed, His name was amongst
those of our members who had passed away since aur 1999
Reunion, and which were read out by our Padre, the Rev
Geoffrey Holman during our Memoria! Service In York
Minster on Swnday 30 July to which we were warmily
welcomed by the Dean, The Very Reverend Ray Furnall,

Chur Giuest of Honour this year was the Speaker of the Houwssa
of Commans, WHHMEEWMMNHPWHWM
avary mament of her visit to York, along with

Farguhar MBE (Commandar York Garison), Mﬂnrl:iarmn]
Mike Steale MBE DL (Chairman RAA) and the Lord Mayor of
York, Councillor brs Shan Braund. The Speakar took tha
salufa from the Minster steps as veleran mambsra of ouwr
branch, led by the Royal Artillary Band, who had provided the
beautid music in tha Minster, manched past,

After being bussed back 10 Imphal Barracks and enjoying
a wall deserved drink, we were ready lor lunch during
which the RA Band, swaltering in the bolling sun, playad
a wonderful musical selection 1o accompany our meal,
followed by a marching display. How glad we wera that
they were doing the marching, not usll  Our grateiul
thanks to all.  Major General Mike Stesle MBE, DL,
addres=ing the assembly, brought greetings from our
Captain General HM The Queen. After his speech it was
the wrn of our “honoured Guest”. However, from the
chatting going on, | do not think many had noticed the
Speaker approach the microphone, which gave her the
opportanity, In stentorian tones to instruct us - “Crdahllll
Ordahll® - which was greeted with much merriment,
Dwring her very entertaining spaach, she tolkd us that “the
efforts of s0 many people to raise funds for the Memorlal
to the Women of WW2" of which she is Patron, had
reached our target of £100,000 and we could now apply
for a lottery grant!ll The applause eventually died down
and our guest was then able to carry out her final duty of
the day - that of taking the salute following the “Sunset
Caremony”,

What a dayll, What a Weekend!l We all pray that we wili
still ba around and able o atterd “Reunlon 2001°. God
willing, *We'll Meet Again®.

THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM 2000
Eillsen Sullivan, 37 Goodwin Road, Slough, Berks SL2 2ET
(Ex 61B(M) HAA)

On 28 June, it was with greal pleasure and pride that my
husband and | attended the Dedication Sarvice for the ATS
Ack Ack Plot, at Alrewas. The sanvice was guite moving and
quite well attanded.

The Arboretumn is a truly amazing place, so many groves of
trees of varying kinds, designs and colours, a very
ambitious project, and a wonderful iribute to all who served.
Qur plot is already planted with many trees, and the
Dedicatory Plague says it all. The large Visitors Canitre was
nearing completion, and i quite ciose (0 our plot. 5o, many
thanks to Vee Robinson for all her hard work, and making
the day so successiul,

Ellgan Suiifvan beside the plague

WE DID MEET AGAIN
Mrs Beryl Holder (née Lawis)
10 Dale Road, Dronfiald, Derbyshire, S18 1YG

May | through your good offices, send a massage of hope to
all ex ATS who are still trying lo contact war time
collsaguas?

For some years 1've been irying o Tind” a friand who sarved
in 514{M) HaA Bry, 151 Regl AA with ma, without much
luck. Than lata kast year, as Chalrman of “ATS Mambers A48
Command Branch, RAAS | was looking through the
database of our branch for informaton regarding a frand of
an ex ATS lady. She had contacted me hoping | could
furnish the necassary Information. Quike by chance | came
on the aforemantioned friend. | plcked up the phone and the
"girl" at the other end was as astonshed as | was 1o ba
having a conversation after aimost 56 years. Wa arranged
o meet al our Branch Reunion held annually at Imghal
Barracks, York and as you can see from the attached pholo,
{I am on the lef) we made it
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Re-united after 58 vears

ATS MEMBERS Of ACK ACK COMMAND BRANCH
REUNION, YORK
Eilean Sullivan, §18(M) HAA By, 37 Goodwin Road,
Shough, Berks 5L2 2ET

Whir is Beeping orderf

Tha RAs-union at York his yaar, was indead a mamorabis
event. In spite of being very wel and thundery an-route, the
wiaather was axtramely kind for the reunion.

The Saturday evening was greal fun, mesting old friands.
There were several Bands o entertain us, akso dancing, 1
really was quite hilarious, all irying b remember the steps of
oid, favouriie dances.

The Memorial Service at the Minster on Sunday had been
greatly anficipated and was duly appreciated by all.

The ‘March Past’ was very professional, all in good step, and
we ware honoured o have he salute taken by Brigadier A P

Farquhar MBE and the Right Honourable Betty Boothroyd,

& buffet lunch was enjoved on return to Imphal Barracks,
followad by a Marching Display given by The Royval
Artillery Band.

The speeches followed, and I'm sure that we would all ke
to thank the Right Honowrable Betly Boothroyd for giving us
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har lime so warmly and generousky, and for the wonderful
support she has given to promote the Memosial o the
Waomen of World War 2,

Thanks also to Major (Retired) D M Roberison for making it
possible for us o enjoy such a wondedul occasion, it gels
batter every yearl

Here's to the next one,
GUMMNERS REUNITED

Mrz E Blanchflower née Marshall, 156 Drayion Road,
Morwich MRS 2EA

About 18 months ago | made a determined effor fo track
down 2 of my fnends from 473 By RA.  Aler writing 1o the
edfitors of Newcastle papers and the Eastbourne papers |
succeeded. The resull was we had a simply wonderful
reunion in York at the AA Gids Reunion at Imphal Barracks,
it was the firgt e we had met for 56 yvears,

Az e were . - .
L te R: Eflpen Stonecor, Bette Weallens,
Elzic Marshall and Jean Hepuorth

Ar we are o . . .
L to B: Mrs, Evleen Kilcher (nee Stonecox),
Mrs. Elsie Blanchflower (nde Marshall) and
Mrs Bethe Lebrocouy (née Weallens) = from Amercia

As we wera — ard as we are now! One of us was unable

o get to York, We are cerdainly gong o meel up again in
the fulure.



Where are you now?

WHERE ARE ALL THE SOUTH EAST ASIA
PDIEC S4BkSF ree Version
Mrs Barbara Cawthorme BEM (W/75655 Sgl Bowars)
Litac Cottage, 80 Chapel Road, Tadwarth, KT20 S5E

| woudd love to hear from any of those girls who sailed with
me from England to Singapore in Decembear 1845,

The war with Garrmany was over. Aftar four and a hall years
on ack-ack gun sites with 473 HAA Battery, | volunteerad for
a posking overseas. | re-mustarad ko the Foyal Signals and,
after a short training course, | was put in charge of 37 girls.

We were issued with tropical kit, including a bush hat. From
this, we deduced that we were haading for the Far East,
Cwir destination, of course, was hush-hush. [ still have the
Movement Order (Secrat) directing us to “Destination T™ on
Troopship Mo, L20.

At Southampton docks, we boarded the 5.5 Alcantara,
along with 3,000 Dutch troops, bound for Java, And | was
suppasad 1o keep the girs on the straight and narmow?
What a headacha! Sadly, | failed. One or two ware postad
home on compassionate grounds.

Wae sailed through the Suez Canal and on to Ceylon, Theare
wa docked atl Trincomalea, Bul when we arrived thare wea
found a signal ordering us on to Singapore.

Whan we finally reached Singapore, the harbour was 8o
packed with shipping that wa were unable to dock, Does
anyone remember how we had fto climb down rope
ladders and were taken ashore by landing crafi? Then
thera was the lang drive in lorries to Changi. There werd
Japanese soldiers everywhere being made fo work, Our
sleeping quartars wera on tha ground floor with no doors
of windows — and we had Sikhs sleeping on charpoys
ocutside to guard us.

We worked hard in the signal office, on the eleprintens and
swilchboards. But coming from war-weary England, the
cobour, warmth and energy of Singapone was axciting.

After some monihs we moved down from Changi to Tanglin
Barracks. Remamber the rickshaws, the sampans, Raffles
Hotel and prickly heat?

In August 1946 | went into hospital with malaria, Eventually
| was postad home, sailing on the sama ship as the man |
was to marry,

| should love to contact any of you who were in No. 2 Cay,
HO Allled Land Forces Soutn East Aslka. Did you, too, find
the lowva of your life on the magical island of Singapore? Do
write and let me know,

WERE YOU AN ATS/FANY?
Krs Marjorie Monkman (W/B5857 Abrahams)
24 Hill Rise, Ruislip, Middx Ha4 7L

| joired up nearly sisty years ago. | trained at Guildford and
then went on ta FANY No 1 MTTC af Cambardey where |
paszed my driving test on-a K2 ambulance, | was then
aftached to 7 Group and worked al Beaumanos Hall,
Kedlasdton Hall and Foramark Hall driving froop camiers,

ambulances and staff cars. | am 79 years oid, still driving
my own car and have a clean licence.

| weowld like to hear from amyvone who knew me, | was known
az “Blondie” as | was sixty years agol

“Mangovie driving 8 K2 ambulgnce bealonging fo the
Aiitary Vehlcle Trust af the Yeowl Festival of Transport
in August 19987
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WERE YOU IN THE MIDDLE EAST 1947 — 19457
Mrs Margaret Grey (W/327835 Mcintyre)
3 Mash Close, Pratty Gale, Colchester CO3 40H

Mrz Margaret Groy was W/327835 Pie Mcintyre when she
was in the AT W m eﬂlﬂ)}iuﬁ
%aﬂhnrha@%g i ngm,bacmﬂpayﬁm

and then a genaral clerk.

Her overseas postings were mostly in the Middla East,
KASR El MIL Barracks, GHO MELF Cairo, Fayid and the
Canal Zone. She compleied her sarvica as a Sergeant
employed as a Personal Sacretary to a Brigadiar,

Margaret Melntvee (far left) ot o Wedding in Cairo 1548

She would love 1o hear from anyone who remembers her,

REPLY TO LETTER FROM JAMNET JAMES PUBLISHED
IN LIONESS 22000 PAGE 17
Mrs P O'Connell (WI385432 LC Yeo)
3 Cumbrae Place, Aramolo, Wanganui, North Island,
Mew Zeakand

Mrs Pauling O'Connell née Yeo from New Zealand writes to
say that she sarved with Cpl Joyoca Queripal in the New
Zealand WRALC, Joyce has bean married about forty years
now and has wo grown Up sons.  The family moved to
Australia some years ago and Joyce can be contacied at;

8718 Jannie Cox Closa,
Erina 2250,

Mew South Wales,
Austraila,

CAN ¥OU HELP TRACE MY FAMILY TREE?
Mr= P Hesketh (W/221903 Sgt Jackson)
22 The Crescent, Middleton St Gaorga, Darlinglon,
Co Durham OLZ2 1HL

I was in the WRAC from 1964 1o 1971, my numbar
W/421903 Sgt Jackson,

| am tracing my famdly tree and | baieve my aunt used o be n
the ATS in the 19405, Har nama was Elizabeth Toola and she

was 8 cookl  The only infarmation | have is that she served in
Bristol before she gol married and than bacame Staadman,

She came from Collyhurst, Manchesler

Amy informalion of photos from members would be much
appreciated,
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BARBARA THOMPSON WHERE ARE YOU NOW?
Murray W W Brazier, 16 Longshats Close, Broomfied,
Chalmsford, Essex CM1 TOX

| am willing on behall of a good friend in Australla named
Raymond Rowsell, Although he has carried oul extensive
research into his family he has a large gap In the
Thompson branch.

Charlas Eric Thampson was born in NSW, Ausiralia, on
12 December 1854, Charles, or Enc as he was usually
known, came to England with the Australian Army during
the 1814-18 war and staved here, On 14 June 1919,
WO Thompson, AIF married Doris Elaire Sturridge al St
Mary's Church, Balham, London. Daris was the daughter
of Arthur Percy Sturridge, a Balham Dentist. Eric and
Doris had two daughters — Joan and Barbara — born in tha
early 1920s. During WW2 Barbara served in the ATS In
an anti-aircrafi battery on the south coasi. Eric wrote to
his relatives back In Australia telfing them that Barbara's
battery “brought down several enemy planes”. The
battery can be Ideniified by the fact thatl it was
commanded by D ¥V P Wright, tha England crickater!
Barbara was demobbed in 1946,

i s known that Barbara's elder sister Joan marrad in
Soeptember or October 1933 (no detalls of har husband) and
had two sons born in 1841 and 1846, Barbara married in
the summer of 1846, again no detalks of her husband o of
any children.

Eric Thompson, who had also done research into the
Rowsell family from Somerset and Cufordshire, kept in
contact with his relatives back in Australia from an
address in London, in particular during the late 1840s.
Unforunately, the fruits of his research were not passed
on o his relatives "Down Under®. All we do know about
hiz later years is that he died on 11 August 1969, possibhy
in Ausiralia.

It anyone can reacall anything at all about Barbara
Thompson, where she is living (i still allve), who she
marrietd and i1 she had any children, | would ba pleased
to have the details. | can then pass them on to my
friend in Victona who s, naturally enough, keen o mako
contact with any reiatives he may have hera in the
"Dl Country®,

DOROTHY WHO?
Mrs E McCann (W/376864 LCpl Kett)
2¢ Springbank, Grimsby, N E Lincs DN24 4BG

When | was stalioned in Ladysmith Camp Fayid in 1953 -
1854, | was one of three WRAC Medical Orderlies. Two -
were called Eileen (| was one of them) and the othar was
callad Dorothy. | would like to make contact with Dorothy
agan, Unforunately | cannot remember her surname, |
wondar if anyone who reads "The Lioness” could help me?
My maiden name was Kett {LCpl) W/AT6564

WERE YOU IN 478 HAA BATTERYT
Mre Jean Lever née Harcombe
2 Tamwaler Cotlages, Ashion-With-Stodday,
Lancaster LA2 QAH

The enclosed pholograph is of a lew ol my friends -
taken at Pakefleld, Lowestoft June 1943 — from 47H
HAA Batiary.



From lop laff Margarel Cunningham, Mare Prisstley,
Joyece, Marjoris, mysalf Jean Lever née Harcombe,
Sgt Saunders and Blondie Simpson

I'm =till in touch with Margarel, Blondle snd Peggy
Alexander and would lowe o haar from anyona who
remembars us,

A PLEA FROM CANADA
Mrs G Wallace née Hussey
943 East Chezzetoook, Halifax Co, NS BOJ 1ND

Mrs Gwen Wallace née Hussey is feeling tsolated, Being in
Mova Scolia her nearest branch is probably in Scotiand!
She would like to be able io conlact other ex WRAC
members. She trained at Guildford in 1950, proceeded to
Gresford to ba trained as a clerk (Coursa 217), was then
posted o Chester, followed by Shrewsbury and aftor that
Ladysmith Barracks, Fayid, Egypt until she came back to
UK b ged married,

Friends she remambers are: Hilda (Terry) Newson, Winnie
Hughes, Anne Resece, Joan Maycher, Joy Pope, Eilean Kirk
and Helen Feather. She would be delighted to hear from
any of them or anyone etse who might remembar her.

WERE YOU A HAPPY GUMNMER IN 19437
Mrs Winifred Stimson née Havilard
3 Evans Gardens, Lodge Hill Road, Selly Oak,
Birmingham B23 N0

Mrs Winifred Stimson ned Hawviland has sent in &
phatagraph, shawing a group of her colleagues, who ware

members of the Radar Team of 578 Battery, 168 HAA
Regiment AA in June 1543

The only person's name she remembers is Sgt Scothron
{middie row second from left) with whom she went on
several courses. Although she was absent from the
photograph (not AWOL she says) she would ke to hear
fromm ary of the leam who remember har.

PLATOON PHOTOGRAPH 1942
Mrs | J Bentley (WI123221 Pte Iscbel Joan Reddy)
21 Safton Moss Villas, Litherdand, Liverpood L21 70X

W/123221 Ple Isobel Joan Reddy did her basic training
al Guildford in January 1942, She was in B Company
Mo, 3 Platoon as was her mother who anlisted at the
same fime.

&n official platoon photograph was taken at the end of the
course, but Mrs Bentley has losf hers. She would be very
grataful it anybody who trained in that platoon and still has
a copy of the photograph would lat her borrow it 1o make a
raproduction.  Mrs Bentley became a plotter and her
mdher a driver,

PLATOON PHOTOGRAPH 1958
398968 Pt Janael Bear (now Camaron)
Present Address; 9 Chicago Avenoa, Gillingham,
Kent MET 20DR

| joired the Army in January 1958, 1 would like to find a
piatoon photograph that was taken on compéetion of training.
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| wag seni io B Independent Company, Bicester and joined
the vehicle depot known as B Sites. Thera are eight of us
in contact but would fike 1o find more,

T ST (ke Mg CTSion

56 Southmoor Road, Hemsworth, MNr Pontefract,
Yorks WFE 4L7

I joimed the WRAC in 1952, | was known as Scotte Myles
and | did my training at Guikdford, then went on o CAD
Kineton. My GO thare was Col Ann Clissitt. It was lovely ko
s20 a picture of her again. | left in 1960 whan | mamied my
hiusband Cyril whao was doing Mational Service, Wa celebrate
our Ruby Wedding this year. | have been in iouch with a few
girls | was in the WRAC with but wousd like 1o ba in fouch with
morg. My fiend Bromwen Ball marred my brother-in-law so
we would both be happy if anyone gels in fouch,

HOPING TO BUILD ON PREVIOUS SUCCESS
Mra L Collins (née Ingram)
42 Hoddem Avenus, Peacehaven, East Sussex BM10 TPH

Lotz Dempaie and Lucy Colling

| wonder if anyone would be interested in our photograph.
Lois Dempsie (née Wedgewood) and | met up through "The
Lioness”. We have kept in louch by phone and letters over
the past year. Lois (on the left) and her hushand Robert
have just been down from Scolland, and spent a weak here
with us In Sussex. We had a wonderful week, and fime just
redled back, We wera wondering If there were any mone old
ladies oul thara from 602 Bty Maorthem Iraland or 139 Regt
in Kampenhout, Belglum, Berdin and Polsdam.

Where are you — Cynthia Floyes, Connie Hammond,
Gwenda Shaw, Jimmy Cox, Margery Kiddy, Mary Russell,
Anne Ford or Joan Riley? We would love to hear from you,

LETTER FROM CHINA
Famela I Baron MBE, A1126 New World Apartments,
T.5.T Kowloon, Hong Kong, S.A.R China.

| was a member for many years but since the changecver
we have been out of towch. | recently visited a feliow ATS
friend of 1946 — we got in touch through the “Lioness®, |
called on her when | was in the UK in July,

I hawve tried hard to find a very good friend from "Ausina”
days by name of Cpl Meg Osborma (| believe her married
nama is LING). Several years ago my friend LCpl Mary
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Tumer\tohnson ired to locate her through “Lioness” but
there was no response. Perhaps she has become a
member since then|

| am a permaneni resident of the S.A.R., China and have
Iived here for 41 yvears, having sailed oul on a troop ship in
1848 with my former RSM husband.

WERE YOU IN ALDERSHOT IN "42
Mrs Marjorie Evans, 7 Yvonne Roberston House,
Hastings Road, Bexhill-on-Sea TH40 2HO

Marjorie Evans (née Day) would fike to get In fouch with the
group of girls she worked with in Aldershot in 1342 and who
went 1o her wedding,

Two of the girls were Pla May Sumption and Pte Ann Lord,
ARE YOU IN THIS PICTURE?

Mrs M Johns (née Lord)
20 Surbiton Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 4AX

Mrs Johns would like to trace any of these ladies in
the photo.

One name she can remember |5 Mary Snow from
Birmingham and another is Jenny from Portsmouth.

She s on the right of the picture at the back. Thay all served
in 489(M) HAA Baftery. Her name then was Mancy Lord,

DID YOU SERVE IN WINCHESTER DURING THE WAR?
Kirs Jean Kingdon, 123 Cranbury Road, Eastieigh,
Hants 5050 SHH

Recently a group of four “girs” met at the Unlon Jack Club
in Lordon for lunch. Barbara {Babs) Kersley, Margaret
Mewcombe, Lyn Woolf (née Hatton) and me, Blacky {Jean
Kingdaon, formerdy Cawdr [née Black)).

We served In the Company Office of "J" Coy In
Winchester around 1941 — 1944, Babs was the Pay
Corporal, Lyn the Orderly Room Sergeant, Marganst was
Company Commander before Joyce L Way took over, and
| was the CSM.

Babs and | have been friends all through the years, | met
up with Margarat through the King Alired College reunions,
| lost towsh with Lym in the 1850z, she contacted me by latler
about three years ago, again from informalion she oblained



when engquinng about the KAC reunions.  Margarel and
Babs had not sean Lyn for about 57 years, You can imaging
the reminiscing.............- | wonder what happanad 1o “my
lithle Mountain®, Joyos Mountain, (her mother was a
beauliful embroideress), Amy Leal, Ins Garside (1 came
across her husPIDdo@e inphressoriEné o Morsioy for
BR many, many years ago, bul | never met up with Iris) and
many more?

For those interested, anyone who served in Winchestar and
githar worked or lved in KAC can become & member of The
Winton Club. This Club for ex students of KAC, a Teacher
Training College, will accept ATS who ware stationad al the
College during the War, We meet once a year, in July.
There iz an AGM and lunch, preceded by coffes and a
Church Servica in the College. Any one wishing to stay
overnight can oblain accommodation in the College. A few
of us meeat up, usually al The Raoyal Hotel, for lunch on the
Friday before. This get-together was stared quite a few
yvears ago by Clarissa Elis. Since her death, the ATS side
of the organisation has bean taken over by Betty Vanworth
nge Eligworth (52 Thomhill, Chacombe, Banbury Oxon
OX17 2J0. Telephone Number 01295 T10473) who would
bove 1o hear from any of vou who wara “on records” or, who
looked after them, | would too.

MURIEL WALKER (BURNETT)
Moyra Walker Burnedt Reading
5 Park Ride Drive, Mandurah, Western Australia 6210

| am desperately wanting to contact my eldest sister Muriel
Walker (Bumett) who joined the ATS in Aberdeen, Scotland
mid 1844 at the age of 18 years. Her mother's name was
Annle MacDonald Walker, | feel sure Muriel would have
usad the name of Walker rather than my father's name of
Burnetl. Mo doubt she would have a married name by now,
Murial would now ba 73 = 74,
krows of my sister Muried, could they contact me. The rest
of her family, including sisters Margarel and May left
Aberdeen for Australia in Apsil 1848,

CALLING FROM CANADA
Ms Pafricia Naal
5041 214A Street, Langley, BC V3A 8K3

M= Patricia Meal née Harmis sarved in tha ATS from 1944 fo
1847 when she got maried. During her senice she was
stationed at Oxford, Guildiord and Camberley.

She is now a widow and lives with har daughiar and family
in Canada,

Il amyone remembers, or

Apart from Anna Wilson and Jeanne Houndslow who she is
already in conlact with, she wonders if there ks anyone eise
who remembers her?

BICESTER 1943 - 1946
Mrs June E Capon (née Monker-Williams W246880)
10 Everard Road, Ringwood East 3135, Melbourns,
Victoria, Australia.

Wi246880 Pta J E Monier-Wilkams now Mrs June Capan
joimed the ATS in 1843, senved three years al Bicester and
was damobbed in 1946,

She always hopes that she will see someone she knew in
the Lioness but has never done so, She would like 1o know
il Alma, Agnes, Stela, Harrel, Joan and Joske would
recognise themselves from the pholograph?

CAN YOU FIND MARY WELLS
Dernck Wilson, 2 Hayburn Avanue, Hull,
Wastl Yorkshire HUS 4MA

| am trying to trace an ex-member of the ATS.

In 1241 a Barbara Porter of 62 Cranbrooke Avenue in Hul
became pregnant and made excuses o move away from
Huill to give birth to a8 boy in Keighley, West Yorks. Until this
year not a single meamber of her family knew of either the
pregrancy of the birh and the child was adopted as a baby,
That baby was my father,

Barbara returned o her family in Hull and in aither 1942
of 43 joined the ATS and became & Gunner, She joined
up with her best friend Mary Wells. | have no other details
of Mary.

As my dad grew up his adoplive parents never told him
that he had bean adopted but he found out at a young age
from pecple living In the area and other family members,
He always wanted to frace his natural family but did not
want to upset his adoptive parents so he decided he
would leave it until after their deaths. His adoptive mothaer
lived to the ripe old age of 90 and died in March this year
g0 he applied for his orginal birth cerificale soon
afterwards. This is quite a lengthy process and tragically
dad died very suddenly in July aged just 58 yrs. His birth
cartificate arrived 2 days later,

| then took over the enguires and through the voters'
registers and telephons book | gquickly found his cousin who
still lives in Hull.
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We have since been put in touch with several members of
dad’s natural family including his half brother and sister but
unfortunately his mother had died in 1992.

Of course all of this has been a huge shock to them, as they
knew nothing PD]W(?' F@S%’lff théény/@pgwall
However they have com to terms with it and have been
very helpful and accepting.

As you can imagine, we would all like to find out as much
as possible about his father and the only person possibly
alive who might be able to help is Barbara’s best friend
Mary Wells.

| do not imagine that | will actually be able to trace my
granddad but Mary may well know the circumstances etc.

I do hope this story makes sense to you and hope you
can help.

WERE YOU AT DONNINGTON?
Mr J Patterson, 70 The Quadrant, Balkwell Estate, North
Shields, Tyne and Wear, NE29 7HU

An ex-WRAC lady named Joan Buckley is being sought
after by an old friend Mr J Patterson.

Joan was stationed at N Camp, North Donnington,
Shrewsbury in 1950 and came from Northampton.

VIOLETTO PATRIARCA
Mrs V Lipscombe, Flat 3, Dene Court, 11 Inglis Road,
Folkestone, Kent

Mrs Violetto Lipscombe née Patriarca (known as Pat) would
like to make contact with any of her old ATS friends.

She enlisted in June 1942 and was discharged in May 1946,
her army number was W/175178. She served in HQ North
Midland District Nottingham, 21 Army Group Brussels and
BAOR Germany. She feels that there must be some ladies
who remember spending VE night in Brussels and
Christmas 1945 in Bad Oynhausen!

DOES THE NAME MARGORIE HICKS
RING ANY BELLS?
Ron & Celia Hollands, 14 Speldhurst Road,
Southborough, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent TN4 ODP

| would be very interested to hear from anyone who served
with my mother Margorie Hicks at Lichfield or anywhere else
in that area, between January 1942 and September 1943.
Margorie was from Bovey Tracey, Devon, and was nearly
19 on enlistment. She was enrolled into the ATS as a
Private in January 1942, was posted to B Company No. 3
Training Centre and then attached to Sub Officers School in
Lichfield. In September 1942 she was posted to A
Company and passed tests as Clerk Class 3, 2 and 1. She
was discharged in September 1943.

| would be so very pleased to hear from anyone who can
remember her.
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WOMEN’S ROYAL ARMY CORPS
ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2001

The Annual General Meeting of the WRAC Association
will take place at the Victory Services Club, Seymour
Road, London on 21 April 2001 commencing at 1430 hrs.

Provisional Agenda

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks

2. Apologies for Absence

3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the 2000 AGM
4. Matters arising from the Minutes

5. Council Report

6. Financial Report

7. Editor's Report

8. Committee Reports
a. ATS & WRAC Association Benevolent Fund

b. Executive Committee
1. Election of Vice Presidents of Council
2. Resolutions
3. Any Other Business

4. Date of Next Meeting
Any additional items for the agenda should be
submitted to the General Secretary by 14 March 2001.

ltems for discussion at the Secretaries Meeting should
also be submitted by this date.

For security reasons a full list of people attending is
required by the Victory Services Club.

If you wish to attend, please inform the General
Secretary at Association HQ by 01 April 2001.

OVERSEAS PAYMENTS

Please note that in future, all payments for
subscriptions, postage and memorabilia will only
be accepted In Sterling.

Please ask your bank for a Money Order or
Sterling Cheque.

We regret to have to impose this restriction,
but due to the vagaries of exchange rates, the
majority of overseas payments fall significantly short
of the amount due.




Reunions

WALES AND THE WEST AREA

PDIM !ol}i'i'pﬁgs"%'y Free Version

Shropshire Branch hosted a successiul Area Reurion
al Cordingley Hall, Donninglon on the 23rd September,
The Chairman of Wrekin and Denningten Council with his
wife wene invited guests. The buffel lunch was excellent
and the entertainment was enjoyved by everyone,
including our guests, who enthusiastically joined in tha
singing and dancing.

Tharnk vou Shropshire for & very enjoyable reunlon.

The nexit Area Reunion will be hosted by Leicester and
Ashby branches and is to be held at the Masonic Hall
Lendon Road Leicaster on 01 September 2001, Tickets will
cost 800 Information and application forms will be sent 1o
Area Branch Secrelaries in the new year. Direct application
for fickets can be made by writing to:

Miss O Doswell (Hon Treas), 16 Brabazon Road, Cadby,
Leicester, LE2 5HB. Tal 0116 2714202,

Chegues should be made payable to WRAC Association,

REUNION | & J COMPANIES ATS
ATS RECORDS, KING ALFRED'S COLLEGE,
WINCHESTER

On 30 June a group of us met at the Royal Holel,

Winchester, Afler toasts o the late Clarissa Ellis, who had-

worked so hard 1o keep us logether, and 1o “absent
friends”, we anoyed an excellent lunch, We were In a
private room with first class and frlendly service — we
talked non-siop and were amazed o find, on finally
breaking up that it was 4 pmi

Many of us were accommodated at the College overmight —
we had spent the previous evening talking of the old days
and old friends, passing around snaps etc.

On Saturday wea mat for coffee and attended the service in
the beautifully refurbished chapel {in our ATS days it was
lecked and packed o the caiings with furmitura).

We are always made to feel emml;atelg.r walcome by the
staff and ex-students of the college and they are really
pleased to share thelr reunkon weekend with us.

Eighteen of us afiended the lunch. During the speeches
afterwards a roll call was made of all those attending,
according to the years spent at the college. The ex-
sludents (some now in their B0s or more) were
anthusiastically clapped but the ATS were cheered — a most
uplifting occasion and greatly enjoyed by alil.

The lunch al the Roval Holel next vear is booked for Friday
B July 2001 and the college reunion is on the seventh. Al
ATS who served at KAC are welcome and | should be
pleased to hear from anyone interested,

Betly Verworth (née ELSWORTH) Tel: 01295 710472

ACK ACK REUMION York 2000

On the weakend of 28 = 30 July 2000, the annual reunion of
the Ack Ack iook place at Fulford Barracks in York, Cur
"special” guest this year was Mizz Belly Boothrovd.
“Special” she cerainty was. AR day Sunday, from after the
mamonal service al the Minster unlil sunsel when the
Slandard was lowered, Belly was one of us; chatting,
laughing, stopping for hundreds of pholographs; nothing too
much trouble, Even i her first words over the mike were
*Order] Orderl”, this lady was lops with everyona.

Approximalely 400 of us had a wonderful weekend.
Brigadier A O Farguar MBE and all helpers looked after us
in & right roval manner.

L-R: Jovee Howlett inée Watking), Deena McGee (née Rossl,
Betty Masterman (née Bheperd), Peggy Horrocks
frde Shecrbirn)

A wonderul, mamorable week-end and very well organised.

93" SEARCHLIGHT REGIMENT RA REUMION

Members of the 53rd Searchlight Regiment RA held thair
annual raunign al the Union Jack Club Waterloo on
Saturday 02 September 2000,

The photograph was teken by Sgt lan Lipirot, London
District Pholographer, HO Londist, who, happening 1o be af
the LLIC that day, kindly agreed to take one of the group.
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WRAC PT RE-UNION 2001

The next WRAC PT Re-union Dinner will be held at the
Army School of Physical Training Aldershot on Saturday 21
July 2001. FuII details will be circulated to all registered

members in the fég) &ﬁ,&ﬂﬁ%e Sfﬂ ess
changes, or |f there are an}) ormer s, S s or PTls

who have not yet registered but would be interested in
attending please contact:

Capt (Retd) Kate Bettison
19 Olde Farm Drive
Darby Green

Camberley

Surrey GU17 0DU

Tel No: 01252 873174
Email: katebettison @ supanet.com

THE WOMEN’S ROYAL ARMY CORPS DINNER 2000
Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford, 13 — 15 October 2000

Thursday After an eventful and stressful year, | decided
to join Kathleen Hughes, Cordelia Harding, Joan Lake and
Joan Ryder and start the weekend early. The idea was to
relax and get away from the phone and computer. As usual,
theory is one thing, practise is another but we all enjoyed a
bar snack and a few laughs before retiring early.

Friday My early morning call dragged me,
reluctantly, from my bed. A hot shower and a good
breakfast set me up for the day. It was to be a long day.
| had forgotten it was Friday the 13th and true to form,
things were to go awry. The floods in Sussex, the usual
Friday commuter traffic and motorway accidents caused
havoc with train and coach timetables as well as
estimated travelling times. Telephone calls spelt
cancellations due to personal accidents or emergency
hospital admissions. By lunchtime | was convinced that
the early weekenders would have the Hotel to
themselves. A prophet of doom, the eternal pessimist — |
had no faith. Suddenly the doors opened and in walked
Betty and Karen Freak, followed closely by Janet Watkins,
Chris Dalziel and newcomer Annie McGinley. Annie had
a balll! She was reunited with an old friend, Evelyn
Norton. They had been good friends in Egypt. You
mustn’t tell a soul but they used to be teddy girls. They
did! The rest of the day was a blur of smiling faces and
bear hugs. The QM Stores was established, manned by
Cordelia, Joan, Maureen and Sue Dolphin. They
“reluctantly” sampled the wine, so that they could inform
buyers of its finer qualities. The very discerning
purchaser bought one of each then came back for more.
From my vantage point in reception, | can only tell you
that there was a lot of laughing going on and not an AF
1157 in sight. | don’t think they were buying locknit
knickers! There were two birthday celebrations that day,
Ann Mahony and Bimbo Coleman, suffice to say they
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Saturday Another early start moving mannequins,
Standards etc into the Royal Suite. Daphne, sporting
auburn hair, was dressed in No. 1 Dress uniform and her
sister Diedre, despite being headless/armless and
legless, (she was the only one who was) wore a No. 2
Dress. The hard work and many tasks were made easier
by the number of willing hands that were available. The
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QM Stores continued with sales of raffle tickets, wine,
name the doll etc. Beryl and Averill did a roaring trade in
Tshirts and Sweatshirts. Brigadier Nield arrived at about
4.00 pm and was left to settle in and rest after her
journey. Room Service, in disguise, called to offer a
sample of the Hotel's cuisine. If pressed, Brigadier Nield
may tell you the gory details. By 6.00 pm the ‘retail
therapy’ group had returned and were recovering on their
beds or in the shower. The committee members viewed
the Royal Suite with satisfaction. Tables were laid and
numbered. Individual WRAC flags and table
arrangements were in place. On each side plate lay a
well kept secret!

7.30 pm and the Bar was packed to capacity. Sue Doiphin
was still selling raffle tickets, Joan Lake — Name the Doll and
Laura Kirk — the Bonus Ball. At 8.45 pm the doors of the
Royal Suite were opened to the sound of ‘Sweet Lass of
Richmond Hil’.  Our President, Val Kembal, welcomed
everyone and said Grace. The WRAC Dinner 2000 had
begun. What a lovely evening. The food was excellent.
Brigadier Nield’s speech was not only amusing but
enlightening too. The raffle, as usual, was dealt with
efficiently by Val and a faithful barid of runners. The runners
covered so much ground that they qualified for next year's
marathon. The Star Prize was deservedly won by Cicely
Connelly; Mr Jingles by June Jones and Name the Doll by
Moric Plume. The Bonus Ball, 30, had three winners - Mary
Pearce, Irene Hall and Carole Gorman each of whom won
£30. Our charity this year was Cancer Research. The
Dinner Club Committee challenged the diners to match a
donation of £100. Members quickly raised £140. Brigadier

_Nield very generously donated a further £60. Many thanks

to everyone for their generosity.

The DJ played all the old favourites as we rock n’ rolied the
night away. At 12.30 am everyone gathered for ‘Sweet Lass
of Richmond Hil’. The sound of marching feet was
infectious. As the line wound its way through the tables, into
the bar and back again, it grew longer and longer. With
great reluctance the evening drew to a close. With the
festive season only 64 days away | took the opportunity of
not only saying goodnight but | wished everyone a “Merry
Christmas”. The sound of 125 Voices singing ‘Silent Night’,
with such sincerity, would have filled the Royal Albert Hall.
It was beautiful.

Sunday The Reverend Tina Turner conducted the
Service. Her theme was prayer and, with her young
daughter, Catherine, they explored the everyday meaning
of the Lord’s Prayer. It was not only unusual but it was
entertaining and very true to life. Frances Green very
proudly carried the HQ Association Standard. Branch
Standards were carried by Maureen Deeley -
Birmingham; Ann Mahony — Cleveland, Sue Dolphin — .
Luton; Gladys Pope — Salisbury. The Service was almost
over and it was ‘Time to Say Goodbye’. As the music
flowed around the room | saw Kathleen Hughes sway and
| watched as it spread along the rows. Hands were joined
once more in friendship, in comradeship. The spirit of the
FANY, the QMAAC and the ATS is alive and well. See
you in October.

Ann

PS The well kept secret! It was a beautiful, green and
gold carnation. One hundred and forty carnations were
lovingly knitted, in 3 weeks, by Joyce Checketts, Maureen
Deeley, Dorinda, Betty Freak, June Minard, Win Roberts
and myself.



BURMA STAR REUNION

Along with a fnend from Cleveland Branch (Pal HIll and our
husbands, we attended the 14th Annual Burma Star
Reunion in Blackpool. Almaost 1,500 mambears and famifies

attended, and® BiECo mpressoipBpeeversiomad.

Enterfainment was provided in the Winter Garden Baliroom
by The Beverey Sisters and The Batchelors.

Berma Star Rewnion

Forly slandards were paraded = Viscount Shim, whosa
father was with the forgotlen amy’ as i1 was known, was
present along with 3 Gurkha soldiers and the lovely
Chelsea Pensionars.

On Sunday we had a8 wonderfully attended church service
and aflerwards, a wreath laying ceremony at the Canotaph
Then back 1o the Winter Gardens to say our fareweils to oid
comrades — this may be the kast get together. Lots of batties
were fought and won over a pint of bear!

Thank you 5o muech o Blackpool Burma Star Branch.

Olive Kinghom

CANADIAM ATS REUNION 2000
Wyn Raven

“Cod Greorgina Khich” leads the troops on parade

It was guite a party, with 82 paople mealing in Londaon
Ontaric Canada. They came from the Atlantic 1o the Pacific
Coasts and all parts in between. We had two ladies from
England and also many from the USA and all over Canada.
Registration began on Friday afternocn when the ladies
received their itinerary for the weekend. Theay were also
each given an engraved Pewtar Clock 1o commemorata the
occasion. On Friday evening we weng served a delicious
dinrar which was lollowed by an all round entertainer, Bob
Firday; he was fantastic. On Saturday moming we had a
mealing followed by lunch. The afternoon was lefl open for
sighi-seging, shopping or just lazing around the Pool
Saturday evening started with Cocklails from 5.30 1o 6.30
followed by a lovely Dinner, after which we had Dancing
and Karacke. Around 3,30, our acting Sergeant Major
Joszie Seddon calls the gins on Parade, then Colonal
Georgina Khich, [AKA George Yelland) inspects the
Troops. They marched through the Hotel to the Colonal
Bogey March; the ladies all enjoy this segment of our
weakand. We had a sale of crafts, all of which had been
donated. We had all kinds of knitted items including dolis,
scarfs, sweaters and such; we had Angels and Butterflies
and Jewellery, Margaret Garbut and Jessle Seddon
Iooked after this, also we had a raffle on a doll dressed in
ATS Battle Drass.

The ladies are generous with their donations, and alsa in
their purchasing, Connie Van Tichelin sold ATS
Sweatshirts embroidered with the ATS crest. This year
we got 6 new members, 4 of whom were able to alfend
the reunion, We had 2 visitors from England, Mina Valler
and Winnie Jennings, We voled fo meet again naxt
September in London, Ontario from ¥ — 9 September
2001. If anyone is inferested in further information
please confact Wyn Rawven, 535 Knights Hill Road,
London, Ontario, Me&J 343 Canada. Tealaphona Numbsar
1 519 686 5840

W/72349 Bunly (Beallie) Jones seni in the enclosed

nawspaper culfing, reproduced balow by kind permission of
the Editor, Tha Mawarra Mearcuiy.

‘FEARLESS FOSDICK' MARCHES AGAIN
Veterans reunited for Anzac Day
By Danielle Woolage

‘Untl recently ex-sericawomen Bunty Jones and Barbara
Fosdick had not laid eyves on each olher for 56 years = a
fang e bedween drinks.

So naturalty the first thing the pair did when they saw aach
other was make up for ksl lime,

The Waorkd War Il veterans fost contact afier Mrs Fosdick
migrated o Canada from the UK and Mrs Jones setiled in
Warawong,

The two first met when they were wide-eyed 17-year-olds
who volunieered to serve in Brifain's Auxiliary Termiiorial
Servica (ATS).

They were assigned fo the same bamacks and guickly
established a frigndship which has survived a number of
wars, extrame distances and five decades of lost years.
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Ex-servivewomen Bunty Jones and Barbare Fosdick
finally cought up with each other afier 56 years,

It was only a lew years ago that the palr renewed their
friendship through letters and phone calls but the
unspoken bond, cemented by the tragedy of war, was
never really broken,

“Nothing has changed,” Mrs Jones said.
“It i like we have never besn apart.”

The bwo giggled like schoalgirks whan thay remeniscad about
their military days and denied that they were brave o
become soldiers at such a lender age.

“We didn't do thés bacause we were brave.. foolhardy,
maybe,” Mre Jones joked,

“At 17 you are feariess and we were just ordinary people who
had no idea what we wara in for, but we would do it all agas.”

Mre Fosdick agreed and said her days in the military gave
her a sense of achievemneant.

" decided to join when | saw Cardiff go up in flames,” she said

“We fired rifles, built rmads and went on guard duty just like the
men. We lived Bue men, marched Boe men and ded like man.

“And our bond with our fallow servicewomean is just as strong.”

That is why the woman they call Fearless Fosdick has
travelled io Wollongong fo visit har long-kost friend.

"My daughter corvinced ma It woukd be cheaper o buy &
plang ficket to visit Bunty than contines our marathon
comversations on tha talaphone,” she said,

"o | planned my trip arourd Anzac Day. | have heard it s
gsuch & wonderlul ceremony and | am looking forward to
marching.”

But sha is not looking forsard to the dawn sarvice — f ramands
her too much of the chilly momings of her miltary days.’

News from the Benevolent Fund

It is clear that many of our applicants are not receiving thair
full entitlemants under the minimum income guarantes, The
current figures ara:

Married

Single Couples

Under 60 years 5220 £ B1.95
B0 —T74 E78.45 E£121.495
74-78 £R0.85 £125.35
B0 Plus TRE.05 £131.05

For those who are nol sure that they are getting their full
entilernant, thers is an Income Support help line (Free
Phone) 0800 028 1111. The Social Services also provide a
form filling service over the phone.

Tha Winter Fusl payment has as yvou know baesn increased
to £200 per houssehold and is available for both men and
women over B0 years of aga. It is not means tested and if
You or your spouse have nof received thas banedl then you
should call the Winter Fuel Payment Line on 0845
151515, If your husband is younger than you and becama
60 within the last three years, he & entilled to claim
retrospective paymeant for the years after he reached the
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age of 0. However, ramamber that although the paymeam
may be made 50:50 to husband and wile, the maximum
sum menticned above, s per househald,

Working Family Tax Credit was introduced last year and
may be suitabla for some ol our applicants. It is not an
automatic benefit but must be claimed. It is available to
people on limited ncomes bul who are working a
minimum af 16 howrs par weak, The applicant musi have
more than one dependant child and have savings ol
EB.000 or less. Thera is a childcare elament within this
allowance which represents a real benefil to working
mothars. For more details, please call the benefits help
line {stated balow).

There are a number of ather improvemeants to banefits and
aflowances mentioned by the Chancallor last Movember,
The new rates will be published soon and | will include the
more relevant delails in the next ssue.

For general Beneft enquiries the free phone number is
DB00 882200 and for those on the 'net’ you can access them
on hitp/WWW.DSS.Gouv.UK.BAJBA,



Weddings

GOLDEN WEDDING — BRITCHFORD — DURDIM On 3 Beptember 1848 at All Hallows Church

Wellingborough, Morhanis Kennetn Brtchiord Ex-Foyal
Mavy 1o Margaret Durdin Ex-ATS 1942 — 1945,

Frezent Address; 81 Valley Road,
Wallingborough,
Morthanis
MME 2PN

GOLDEN WEDDING 22 JULY 2000 -
DICKSON = MURRAY

Cpl Charles Dickson RE and Margaret Hiddleston Murray
ax-ATS W/TE214 married in tha British Church, Frankfuri,
Gamany on 22 July 1950

Frasent Address: 149 Cisbomm Gardans,

: Loredon
Celebrating their Golden Anniversary MWT 10Y




Queen Mother

PAGEANT PARTY OR PARADE?
Madge Evans, Luton Branch
PDF Compressor Free Version
My phone rang one morning towards the end of June, the
caller enquiring whether | had a green skirt to match my
green jacket.

Mystified, | confirmed that | had, whereupon the caller asked
if | would like to go on the pageant for HM the Queen
Mother's 100" Birthday celebrations! My immediate
reaction was “this is a wind-up”, but no, our esteemed Chief
Clerk was perfectly serious, and within days, | received my
reporting instructions. My home is only 30 miles from
London, but not fancying travelling up to Town with the
commuters, wearing my uniform, | booked into the Victory
Club, as did several others of our group. We got together
on Tuesday evening for a good old ‘chin-wag’ and a getting
to know one another session. On Wednesday 19 July we
were all up bright and early, ready for our big day. My tum
felt like a butterfly farm as we grabbed a cab to take us to
Birdcage Walk and our assembly point.

Once thete, Major Maskens-Mclntyre, our detachment
commander, slipped swiftly into regimental mode, sizing us
off etc., in readiness. Two young Coidstream Guardsmen
had been detailed to look after us. | can just imagine their
reactions on reading Part 1 Orders and finding they had
been assigned to look after 10 old ladies, approximate
average age 65! All credit to them, they carried out their
duties with courtesy, respect and great good humour,

Parked opposite our assembly point was what we assumed
to be a horse-transporter - until 5 camels were unloaded.
Their handlers had set about putting on their saddles and
finery when a small, sliding window in the transporter was
pushed open by a small, brown head which bellowed “Mum”
—in camel. We were verging on hysterical as Mother camel
did her best to get back to her calf. During the pageant, she
was the camel that sat down right in front of the Royal box
— appealing to Her Majesty perhaps?

The first rehearsal was brought to an untimely halt by the
actions of some obscure faction of the IRA, darned cheek,
but it did not deter us.

During the break for lunch, the stalwarts of the WRVS fed all
7,000 participants — our picnic in the park. They distributed
drinks donated by ASDA, airline lunches courtesy of
Monarch Airlines and commemorative plastic macs bearing
the birthday logo which, as the temperature reached 83
degrees at one point, we didn’t need. To our right in the
pageant were a group of RN/RM Association who kept
veering into our squad whilst we were marching. One of our
number challenged them. They answered that they didn’t
want to walk in the ‘calling cards’, deposited on the road by
the animals, as they had shone their shoes!

The second rehearsal passed off without incident, but we
found the mixture of sand and sawdust spread over Horse
Guards Parade was dreadful to march on, and as a result
our marching left a lot to be desired.

Right behind us were a contingent of former Southern
Rhodesian Police with whom we struck up a rapport, so
much so that, when told to move further back, they
refused point blank, saying “We want to march behind the
girls in green”.
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The actual pageant went extremely well — ailthough | do
expect a right rollicking from a high-ranking member of our
Association when next we meet if she happened to notice
that | “Eyes lefted” too early. Letting 4 Indep Coy down!

By the time we got back to the Victory Club, my feet felt about
30 years older than the rest of me, but it was worth it. Later
on in the Victory Club bar (where else?), a lady approached
us, enquiring if we were the ladies who had represented the
WRAC Association. We said we were, whereupon she told
us she had been a member of the Womens Royal Australian
Army Corps and that we had made her very proud. She told
us she was in London because her son was one of the
Australian Army detachment mounting guard at Buckingham
Palace. | feel very honoured and proud to have been thought
worthy to represent our Association on such a memorable
occasion — one | shall remember for the rest of my days.

THE PAGEANT OF 100 YEARS
July 19" 2000
HORSE GUARDS PARADE
Daphne Brookes

This was Horse Guards Parade as one has never seen
it before. Over past years | have attended Trooping
the Colour; Beating the Retreat and have gathered there
with other veterans before marching into Whitehall on
Remembrance Sunday, but this day was so different.

" The People

Yes, there were plenty of personnel on parade from all
three services, but added to the military spectacular was
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra together with massed
choirs from throughout the UK. This formed the backcloth
as everyone awaited the arrival of Her Majesty, the Queen
Mother, in celebration of her 100" birthday. Her imminent
arrival was heralded by Buglers from the Royal Air Force,
high up on the Admiralty Citadel (not the State
Trumpeters as stated on [TV, nor the Royal Marines as in
the official programme).

The March-Past

The Parade was brought to attention and the 7,000 people
in the stands rose to their feet — the atmosphere was electric
—my seat was high, behind the royal podium and just to one
side of the royal box. Once Her Majesty, together with
H.R.H. The Prince of Wales, had inspected the Armed
Forces from the UK and the Commonwealth, she and the
Prince returned to the flower decked podium. There then
followed a march-past which concluded with the Kings
Troop Royal Horse Artillery, The Mounted Band and Escort
of the Household Cavalry and the Pipes and Drums
marched forward.

The Doves

Suddenly all was hushed, as young Dominic Kraemer sang
Mendelssohn’s “Oh for the Wings of a Dove” and 100 white
doves were released and circled overhead and over
Whitehall for some time before flying off to their Essex home.

The Pageant of 100 years, a real carnival of people from
organisations associated with the Queen Mother during her
lifetime — it seemed endless and so colourful, happy and



quite informal, and one wondered quite where everyone
would fit on the Parade Ground!

I was quite surprised at how many organisations | could count
as having been involved in during my own lifetime! Brownies,
Girls Brigade, BUDOANS Ay IRESS BHdRYR WAy dime saivice
in the ATS, British Legion, Women’s Royal Voluntary Service,
Mothers Union, Royal Horticultural Society, National Trust
and Women'’s Royal Army Corps Association.

The Birthday

| have always been proud of the fact that | share the same
birthday as Her Majesty (but not the year) and that my late
father was awarded his OBE in the Coronation Honours of
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth in 1937, but had
never dreamt | would be attending such a wonderful
occasion as this.

The highlights were many and I'm still sorting it all out in
my mind —

the singing of “Oh for the Wings of a Dove”; the Fly-past by
the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight; the many happy
children taking part — so many; the camel who wanted to sit
down; the Dignity of the Chelsea Pensioners; the scent of
lilies and roses on the podium; but above all ...

Her Majesty

. resplendent in pink, determined not to sit all the way
through — getting to her feet time and time again to wave,
smile and be as gracious as ever.

Yes, it was hot, we did have exira walking because of
security alerts and returned to Bournemouth very tired, but |
wouldn’t have missed it for anything.

THE QUEEN MOTHERS PAGEANT
Mrs Nora Kendall, Bradford Branch.

| was deeply honoured to be invited to take part in the
pageant to celebrate the hundredth birthday of the Queen
Mother, and to represent the Northern Area as one of 10
WRAC Association members from all parts of the country.
We were in the care of Mrs A Masken — Mcintire (Major
Mac) who took us under her wing and was absolutely
marvellous, never losing her ‘cool’ once during that long hot
blistering day.

Most of us had met at The Victory Club the previous evening
and quickly made friends, just as we had in those long ago
wartime days.

The morning of 19 July, we converged on Birdcage Walk to
be placed into position in readiness for the first rehearsal
scheduled for 10.00 am.

The order was given and we marched off. It was very hot and
we had been warned to take plenty of drinks (water tanks with
cups had been placed at the top of Birdcage Walk for which we
were truly thankful). We were halted and remained in place for
almost an hour whilst a bomb scare was investigated.

After rehearsal, lunch awaited in St James Park, also toilets
(very welcome). We joined queues for packed lunches, soft
drinks and a raincoat each. A raincoat on this hot day??
The lunch — chicken salad and fruit pie was delicious and we
ate it picnic style on the grass under a shady tree.

After this very welcome interval it was back to business and
the dress rehearsal. There was a long wait while everyone
got into position but by the time they had, the numbers
taking part had swelled.

Near us were a party of camels — yes really camels! They
were being unloaded from their transport. It was hilarious
when it came time for their riders to mount. Camels have
minds of their own and would turn and spin in circles with
the riders half on and off the ground. This brought cheers
and applause from those of us watching.

Meanwhile the sun got hotter and hotter.
Dress rehearsal drew near and the order to march given.

Here | must say a word or two about our Standard Bearer,
Mrs Maureen Deeley. Three times we marched past and
she carried her Standard with great dignity and never
flagged in all that heat. Being a Standard Bearer myself |
knew what she must have felt and had great admiration for
her. Very well done Maureen!

Now at last we are marching proudly past the Queen
Mother, who as always, looks lovely and the parade ground
is full, with thousands of spectators clapping and cheering.
This was a wonderful experience and we forgot our tired
feet and just revelled in the moment.

After an address by the Queen Mother we had community
singing which I'm sure must have been heard for miles.
Cheering and clapping seemed to go on forever then the
National Anthem was played, the Queen Mother's party left
and it was all over. It was time to make our walk back to the
starting point to say farewell to our little party with hopes to
meet again, maybe the next Grand Reunion.

Taking part in a pageant like this, one only sees the immediate
surroundings and not the whole so |, like others, looked
forward to seeing it on video. But the powers that be had
edited us out. A bitter disappointment to us all but | have my
video anyway and my memories of the new friends | made. |
shall never forget you ladies and the laughs we had that day.

HM THE QUEEN MOTHER’S BIRTHDAY PAGEANT
Major (Retd) A Maskens-Mclintyre

It was a great honour to be asked by Brig Shirley Nield to
lead the WRAC Association contingent on HM The Queen
Mother’'s Birthday Pageant in London on 19 July 2000.
Very good accounts of the day have been submitted by
others so | will not bore you with my version, however, |
had an interesting run up to the event which is worth
sharing:

Not being in possession of a green blazer, | set about finding
one; “Yellow Pages” and lots of telephone calls confirmed that
green was not “in fashion” this year. | got a catalogue from
Dewhirsts (a firm some of you may know who made
underwear and clothing for Marks and Spencer) and, when the
Women’s No. 2 Dress uniform changed from Lovat green to
Khaki in 1992, supplied made-to-measure uniforms for the
recruits going through Guildford. They had the style, but not
the green, so | gave them a ring and learned that they had
some of last years M & S stock. They gave me the code
numbers to order a blazer and matching skirt. This done, |
‘waited’ and ‘waited’, time was getting on so | gave them a ring
and was told, to my horror, that all M & S stocks had been
withdrawn from their warehouse and sent to Belgium. What
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Maureen Dedley prepares Susan Moorcroff with Str Norman Wisdom
o Porade the Aszociation Standard

Army Women's Condingent Queen Mother Pageant
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was | to do in the short time before the event? Maybe | would
have to get a suit made. Out came “Yellow Pages” again and
lots more telephone calls. At one time | thought | was in luck
and made a 100 mile round trip to Newton Abbot in Devon
only to find that the jacket was not suitable and did not fit.
Back home, vgWDHsCatsth the Phare Raairsigang a
number and was told it was the M & S distribution warehouse.
I told my sad story and the voice at the other end said: - “If your
suit has been sent to Belgium madam, it can be sent back”.
My first thought was, “Has this man the power?”. He went on
“my name is Peter Salisbury, | am not in my own office at the
moment but | will get back to you on Monday” (it was about
1630 on a Friday). The name did not ring a bell with me at the
time, but it was no less than the Chief Executive of M & S
himself, and yes, he had the power! On the Monday morning
I was called by his secretary for some details. This was
followed by a call from the Mail Order Director of Dewhirsts
who told me they had located a blazer for me and that they
were making a skirt (“You will go to the ball Cinderella!”). Later
that week the suit arrived with a letter saying: - “The enclosed
garments are sent to you with our compliments, we hope the
day is a great success”. | was sorry that Peter Salisbury lost
his job and | am very grateful for his ‘clout’ on my behalf.

We were warned to bring our sense of humour on the 19 July
and they were not kidding! That said, it was a mammoth task
to put on such a show and one has to remember that civilians
cannot be controlled in the same way as military personnel. |
did not appreciate the full extent of the event until | got home
and played the video; it was disappointing that the TV camera
panned away from the parade when we were about to come
into view and we did not get our moment of glory on TV.
However, as you can see from the photographs, we were there
and | for one will treasure the memories of that wonderful day.
The whole atmosphere was electric and we got a lovely smile
from both the Queen Mother and Prince Charles (who was
reading out aloud the name of every group for the benefit of the
Queen Mother). My personal thanks go to the other ladies who
took part; for their good humour, turnout, stamina and the
uncomplaining acceptance of a long, hard, hot day. | hope
they all feel as rewarded and proud as | did.

A DAY NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN
By Maureen Deeley, Birmingham Branch

I would just like to say how honoured | was to be asked to
take part in the Queen Mothers 100t Birthday Parade. |
was told there would be twelve WRAC ladies on parade, so
| was ready for this. Then | was told to phone Major
Maskins-Mclntyre for instructions which | did. She told me
that | would be carrying the Standard. | just could not
believe it, | got goose bumps all over my arms and | had to
sit down! It truly was a great honour.

I must say we had quite a few laughs and mishaps along
the way. We all felt tired and weary as the day went on,
standing in the hot sun. But then came lunch, we had a
picnic in the park which was nice. Back on with our
shoes. | realised | was getting a blister so off | ran across
the park, “shoeless”, to the Red Cross tent. Before | could
get a plaster they wanted a full history of my background.
With the plaster firmly in place and my tights back on |
returned to the ladies. It was then | realised i had run
across the park with an elastic band holding my skirt
together. Not to worry it was on with the shoes and jacket
and back on parade like the good troopers that we are.

Now it was Sue Marcroft's turn for mishap. The sole of her
shoe was falling off. She went to the guardroom for assistance
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where they sprayed super glue on it. It still wouldn'’t stick and |
think it was Madge Evans who wrapped sellotape round the
shoe like a bandage. However, it did not look very smart for the
parade, so she departed for the shops. About 34 of an hour
later she re-appeared with a new pair of shoes — just in time for
the parade. By now | had another blister and no plaster. But
that did not deter me. Rehearsals were over and it was time
for the parade. We got within earshot of the Band, heads went
up and chests went out, nothing else mattered, - left, right, left,
to the band, what a great feeling for us all. | carried the WRAC
Standard with pride and felt 10ft tall. | think that feeling goes for
all the girls who took part. What a day!

“ANGELS OF BURMA” BY DIANE SLOGGETT
PRICE: £10.50

When Diane Sloggett was only 19 years old and a St
John’s Ambulance Brigade V.A.D., she made a
decision which would take her from the tranquillity of
the convalescent home in which she was then
working to a front-line hospital in Burma. It was 1944
and Lady Luis Mountbatten recruited 200 of these
V.A.D’s to help the over-worked Q.A’s attached to the
14th Army. In intense heat and very poor living
conditions, these courageous young women were to
be pushed to their limit — they would come face to
face with the atrocious injuries of war.

Angels of Burma is the story of how these young women

were transported on a packed troopship, in the deepest

secrecy, to Bombay. From there, they were posted in pairs

to the hospitals where they were so greatly needed. Diana
" Sloggett was to find herself in the hospital at Panitola.

In moving detail she relates her experiences. There
was much to be learned on the wards, where Penicillin
had just become the new wonder drug. Night duty was
suddenly alive with the additional hazards and strange
noises of this exotic land — jackals prowled! Not to be
forgotten, however, are the bonds of friendships formed,
the camaraderie, the fortitude, the fun — off-duty and at
Christmas — the romances which blossomed. Diane
Slogett is one very fine example of the many who
learned to survive and smile in the face of adversity.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Diane Sloggett was born in 1925 of an army father and a
French mother. At an early age she showed an interest
in nursing, passing First Aid and Home Nursing tests at
the age of 12. She was educated in Swanage and is an
Honours Graduate in History. In 1943, she worked in a
convalescent home near Salisbury. It is from there that
she was recruited, by Lady Luis Mountbatten, to join the
St John’s Ambulance Brigade V.A.D’s who aided the
Q.A’s nursing the 14th Army in Burma.

After a whirlwind romance and marriage to army officer,
Alastair Mackenzie, she travelled extensively and they
have one son and four grandchildren. Diane is now a
widow and lives in Modbury in Devon with her five cats.

For further information please contact:
The Pentland Press Ltd, 1 Hutton Close,
South Church, Bishop Auckland,
County Durham, DL14 6XG, England
Tel: (01388) 776555 Fax: (01388) 776766
E-mail: marketing@ pentlandpress.co.uk
Web Site: www.pentlandpress.co.uk




Branch News

ACCRINGTON BRANCH

alf the Chartly Markel June 2000

Dwirimg the last faw manths the branch has been busy. In
June we had a charity stall run by Hynbum Council in
conjuncton with Volunteers Week, which is organised every
year to enable local charities o raise money, Our
Chakrparson Isabella, Jean our Treasurer and Linda one of
our henorany members worked hard and raised £53.71, but
they enjoved doing T

In the middle of July some of the members werd oul for a
el al the Wallen Arms. They had a lovely lunch and a
good afternocn was had by all, | am hoping this is going o
be an ongoing event. It is nice when members mest other
than at meatings.

W are doing very well far charity stalls, ‘We had another one
ir August and raised £71.69. September has bean a birhday
maonth for four of our members. Marjorie was 80 and had an
open house, lsabella was 76, Jean, our Treasuser was 65,
and Linda was 60. She aiso openad her house for & party.
Love and best wishes to them alf from the branch.

Four of our members aitended the reunion at Stafford and
really enjoved themsehes,

ALDERSHOT

Aldershod Branch Supper Cruise,
Foreground: Chairman Pouline Grundy
and Brigadier Nolan,
Behind (L to R: Elaine Smith,
Alison and Jofin Schofteld

Tha Branch's summer began with a supper axcursion on a
lang-boat on the Basingstoke canal; we enjoyed one of the
few fing evenings of the sesson and a delicious meal into
the bargain. The whole evening was made mosl
memorable by celebrating Brigadier Molan's *very special”
birthiday {it would be very indscraet 1o pul a number 1o i)
Gill Turner and Etalng Smith presented her with 8 beautiful
bouguet on bahalt of the branch.

We were very proud, in July, to see our president, Lt Col
Susan Wesllake, leading the contingent of army women
at the Queen Maother's 100th birthday celebration; also on
parade was piper, W1 Danny Fleming whose wile
Dawn, one of our members, had the henowur to be
presented 1o Her Majesly. There must be many former
WRAC recruits who remember Dawn when she was S5gt
MoLean in one of the fraining companies al Guildford. &
particulary speclal moment wazs when the WRAC
Associalion representatives, led by Maj Maskens-
Macintyre paraded with our Standard. Spontaneoushy,
from all over the parade-ground, former members of the
Corps from many branches, gol to their feet in honour of
aur representatives,

Lt Col Soames welcomed us in August to her beautiful
garden for an evening supper at which £100 was raised for
the Benevolenl Fund. In September, the Roval Signals
Association invited us o [oin them ina wvisit to the Tower of
London to view the Ceremony of the Keys — the Tower
looked guite beautiful in the sunset and we were treated o
A privale tour kad by a former Royal Signals WO wiho is now
& Yeoman Warder. It was this evening that formed the basis
for a talk to our own branch later in the same month = much
anlivenad by the reminiscences of ana of our members who
had been stationed there during the “Blitz".

A feature of our Christmas Farly on 05 December, is to ba
a demonstration of the making of Chrisimas Crackers —we
look forward 1o an explosive evening!

At our AGM, it was decided that, being such a
gecgraphically dispersed branch, we shall try to hold events
alsawhere in the region as well as in Aldershot in the hope
aof catering for thoze who can no longer manags long
distances, aspacially on dark mights.

ASHEY-de-la ZOUCH BRANCH

Crir last report — this time last vear {last century!} finished by
looking forward to Christmas Lunch. Here we are again
looking forward to.. guess what!

It has been a good year — well balanced rather than
dramatic. Thanks o our excellent Treasurer, Mavis
Litchfield-Parry (who also supports the Chairman as
Wice}, our finances are in good order, which has enabled
us to oo bwe things., Firsily, wa made donations to
WRHAC/ATS Benevolent Fund, the Princess Roval Fund
and S3AFA, In addition, we gave small donations to three
speakers. Secondly, we have subsidized the Christmas
Lunch and transpor o the Re-Union at Cardiff and the
Wales and West Re-Union at Donnington, Shropshine,
Cur Treasurer made a conslderable contribution to the
cost of ransport o Cardiff having had & Lottery win — a

typically generous gesture
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Average attendance is 13 out of a membership of 27, which
is quite good considering that, like many Branches, we have
members who, for a variety of reasons, cannot attend.
However, they look forward to our twice yearly newsletter as
well as Lioness.

We have had ?h]r)eg ergeWthr tea SSOE clj‘nr&% y[%‘r%%/ogoup
Run”, a charity for down and outs, Prison Life, and the
reminiscences of a former Lady Mayor.

Membership of the Branch (in accordance with the ruling in
the Constitution) was offered to WRNS and WAAFs but, so
far, no takers.

We sent a good contingent to Cardiff, where they assisted
as required and had a really good week-end. A group also
attended the Wales and West Re-Union in Donnington,
Shropshire. We enjoyed this immensely and observed very
carefully, since we are assisting the Leicester Branch who
are hosting the Annual Re-Union on 1 September 2001.

Support was given to the Memorial to the Women of the
Second World War through correspondence with our
local MP.

We try to give time for members to chat together and one
of these occasions was lunch at a very large Garden
Centre in our vicinity. Fourteen members and 2 husbands
enjoyed excellent food and fantastic flowers. The number
of us who can march in the local Remembrance Day
Parade is now small, but some of us who are less able on
our feet attend Church and the wreath laying ceremony at
the War Memorial.

Our next meeting is the AGM when we shall look back on
the year with, | hope, a degree of satisfaction. May 2001
bring all our fellow members a year they enjoy.

BATH BRANCH

In spite of our advancing years we are still able to hold
meetings twice a month and have a very good attendance,
albeit mostly ex-ATS. Unfortunately we do not seem to
attract the WRAC members, but we welcome Mrs Violet
Wheeler from Chippenham as our latest member. She
served from 1942 with the Royal Adillery. Sadly Audrey
Hole (née Bailey) has died.

We celebrated the Queen Mother’'s 100th Birthday with a
lunch at which our Area Chairman, Col Val Trout, was able
to join us. We were also pleased to welcome SSgt Tracey
Jones from the Bristol Recruiting Office, who will shortly be
taking up a position at Hullavington. We feel it is good we
can span the generation gap and have contact with the
present day servicewomen.

We are holding Coffee Mornings to raise funds not just for
our Branch but also to support our own Benevolent funds,
and send donations to the Star and Garter Home, Combat
Stress and the Gurkha Welfare Fund. Like most charities
we find fund raising is becoming more difficult.

We are indebted to the Africa Star Association who include
us on their outings. Some of us have visited Athelhampton
Manor with them, and we are looking forward to a visit in the
near future to the Dome.

Members still knit for the children of serving members, and
we have joined with Bristol members for a lunch at Fry’s

40

Chocolate Complex at Keynsham. We keep in close touch
with their Branch.

We have our Annual Christmas Lunch in December, and
look forward confidently to 2001.

BOLTON BRANCH

In my last report | said that we might not be abie to continue
at our present venue. Happily this has now been resolved.
The fees are quite affordable, but we have had to change
our meeting day from Thursdays to Fridays and this has
been agreed with our members.

We joined with other ex-servicemen and women in
Victoria Square to commemorate VJ Day. We paid a final
salute to veterans of the Burma Star, there being only six
members left. This was followed by a remembrance
service at the Parish Church, where their Standard was
handed to the church. In June, three of our members
joined the Veterans on a visit to the War Graves in
France. On the 22nd September we enjoyed a day at
Cheshire Oaks and Chester. The weather was quite good
and the day was happily spent either shopping, sitting by
the river or taking a boat trip. We now look forward to our
birthday lunch in October.

BOURNEMOUTH BRANCH

Our May meeting was well attended and we held a Quiz and

_a Bring and Buy Sale.

June was a very busy month; our monthly meeting was held
as a garden party at the home of Branch Secretary, Daphne
Brookes. The following weekend eighteen of us attended
the Veterans’ Service of Remembrance and March Past at
Weymouth. A really glorious day, and how proud we were
to be a part of the 2,000 marching along that mile long sea
front to the cheers of local folk and the holidaymakers.

On June 25th a group of us attended the Civic Service in St.
Peters Church, Bournemouth, for the laying-up of the
Dunkirk Veterans’ Standard — a most poignant and moving
service.

For this year's main outing in July, we changed venues
and visited the Cavalcade of Costume exhibition at
Blandford, which was most interesting. This was followed
by a cream tea. At our August meeting one of our
members, Margaret Drew, gave us an insight into the
varied problems and joys of living in Army Married
Quarters at various locations in the world.

Sadly, during August, one of our members, Miss Jane Little,
died and also the husbands of two members. Our
condolences were sent to the families involved.

Due to the fuel crisis our September meeting was very low
on numbers, but a lively discussion session was held.

Early in October we had a most interesting visit to the Fleet
Air Arm Museum at Yeovilton. After lunch we were
privileged to be escorted round the Fleet Air Arm Memorial
Church, St Bartholomew’s, by the Chaplain, the Reverend
Father Mark Jackson, and the Verger. The cemetery for
Fleet Air Arm personnel was a most peaceful and tranquil
spot. Our thanks were expressed to the ladies of the parish
who Kindly provided tea and scones.



Bournemauth Branch with the Chaplain and Verger
outside 5t Burtholomew’s Church,

Al our October meeling we shall have a Oulz, our usual
Rafia o boost funds, and a discussion on the format of next

YEBIS Programme,

Movember will be our Annual General Meeling, and then
wa look forward 1o our Christmas lunch at the Quality
Hatel, Bourmemouth.

Several new members have |oined the Branch durnng the
summer, bul sadly fo date, none have coma along o the
meeetings — we hope to meet them in 2001,

Members of our group have attended vanous reunions
again during the past few months, at York, Blandbord,

Bletchley Park, Chicksand Priory = wa're always happy lo.

racall our sarvice days and mest our comrades.

We wish everyone a happy and healthy 2001, If vou plan a
izl to Bournemouth do contact us, we would be defighted
to welcoms you,

BRADFORD BRAMCH
Grestings to gl members at home and abroad.

Mol a great daal to report this time. The main event of
the summer was the Queen Maoiher's Pageant in July
which | aftended,

Our Summer Bring and Buy Sale was wall attended and
enjoyed by all,

The Mortherm Area Re-union was a great success with a
very good lunch and lots of entertainment. Thank you to
Gwnneth Friday who could have made a career as a
comedienne. She was very funny.

It Iz with sadness | report the death of Mrs Belly Gaoldthorpa
of Ossatt Wakefiald. A very good meamber who had been ill
for & long time and will be sadly missed. Like other
branches we have had our share of Binesses and hospstal
visits elc this vear, Unfortiunalely we are getling older so
this must be expectad.

BRISTOL BRANCH

It doesn't seem so very long ago that | did our first Branch
raparl. We feal that wa have had a vary succassful first year.
Our membership has increased; this is due o advertising on
a Regional TV Community slot, which was shown al various
times during the day for a week. We also have a slot on the
Associations page on Channel 4. Our members have also
takan posters fo display in their local communities.

Ann Jones and myself pakd a visil 1o Gloucester to mest
gome of our colleagues there, We had an enjoyable time
and a returmn trip is promised. We think this will now be in
the Mew Year due fo other commitments, |, along with the
Secretary and Treasurer from Bath, alse joined the ladias in
Cheltenham. We have promised fo refurn, we had a maost
enjovabie e,

Wea were pleased thal many of our members wera able 1o
atterd Carditf, some only came for the day on the Saturday
but they enjoyed themsehes.

This year, our mambers allended a service ai Bristol Cathadral
in the presence of the Duchess of Gloucestar to honowr thea
Cliseen Mother's Birthday, We have been imited 1o participate
in the kocal Remembrance Service on 4 Movember and also o
attend the parade in Bristol on 12 November,

We recently celebrated our first birthday. We had a Birthday
cake and members brought food, we had a most enjoyable lirme.

We had a Fund Raizsing Auction of Bric a Brac, this was very
successful with lots of bargains to be had, At the present
tirme we are organising our lunch for February next year.
We will hawva it at the Marrictt again, we recaived such good
senvice and the food was delicious.

Mext year's plans include a inp to the Star and Garler Home
and Poppy Vilage, We are also organising a few days at
Weymouth in June for the Veterans' Week and we will be
Inviting speakers 1o our meatings.

We publizhed the first edition of our Newsletter in Juna, I
has been named 'Bugle Call' which we ihink is most
appropriate. We hope to have our second edition ready for
December. We feal the nawslstter is an mporiant pari of
the branch, as it keeps those members who are unable to
attend meslings in ouch,

There are hwo other changes we have infroduced o the Branch,
One is a Commitiee Member responsible for confacting
memibars who are sick, and the other is a Committes Member
to send Birthday Cards o members on thedr birthday.

One of our Samving Members, 5501 Tracey Jones, is being
iransferred. We hope she will siay with the Branch, but, as it
wars her birthday as well as hes last mesaling with ws, we
presented her with a Brsicl Blue Paper Weight and Blue Jug
froan her many friends in the Branch. Tracey was working, so
wie actually fook it io the Recruiting Office for the preseniation,

Some of ocur members attended the WRAC Luncheon at
Stafford.  Well done to Anne and her very hardworking
feam, i was, as usual, first class.

| feal that for our first yaar wa have bean quits successful,

certainly busy, and we look forward 1o the coming year
with confidenca.

Besl wishes bo you all, and | ook forward 1o meeting you in April,
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CANTERBURY BRANCH

Since our last report, Canterbury Branch have had some
very enjoyable afternoon meetings in the form of an
excellent talk by Liz Cook about the Donkey Sanctuary, a
quiz about KeftDARA BatiipaBeYey & Maviy EesighrHut.
Fourteen members attended and Mavis, Doreen and Maria
braved the cold wind and swam in the sea (they did not
last long and had to come out for a refreshing cup of hot
tea and a biscuit before they felt warm again). We had a
very memorable musical interlude when we hosted some
members of the Medway Branch, the WAAFs and WRNS
to a party afternoon. There was an excellent buffet
provided by members and a roaring rendition of ‘Land of
Hope and Glory’ to round us off at the end. As some of our
members are advancing in years, we decided that an
informative talk about hearing aids would be useful and
this proved very interesting. An excellent Christmas lunch
was served at The Dominican Priory. Did we really eat all
that food?

Maria hosted members to a very enjoyable afternoon tea
with sandwiches, homemade scones and jam. She then
proceeded to sell homegrown tomatoes, Bric a Brac, and
cakes. We also had a raffle and Play Your Cards Right and
she raised £81.20 for charity.

Members had an outing to Brogdale Apple Farm and the
rain managed to hold off until they got back to Canterbury,
a lovely day was had by all.

The Branch Standard has been carried at various events
and this is appreciated very much by other Associations
whom we support.

Earlier in the year one of our members had an idea that
we, as a branch, should commemorate women who have
served our country. Because of Rosina’s efforts, a
memorial bench has been placed in Trinity Gardens,
Margate in honour of these women. We had a dedication
service that was quite moving which the local Mayors and
other Associations supported.

Our programme for the year 2001 is as follows:

3 January - Military Talk by Maria

7 February - Quizzes by Jenny, Doreen and Kay
7 March - Aromatherapy Talk

5 April - Fish and Chip Lunch.

Small Flower Arrangement Talk/Floral
Decoration Competition

2 May - Bring and Buy — Fundraiser

6 June - Mrs Finney Talk
Life as a Camp Follower Re: Royal
Marine Band

4 July - Yvonne Nulty Talk
Contents of a Suitcase

1 August - Bathing Belles at Mavis’ Beach Hut

5 September - Party with WRNS and WAAF
Talk Pat Wilkinson — Behind the Scenes
3 October - AGM (Subscriptions Due)
7 November - Horder Centre for Arthritis Talk
5 December - Christmas Lunch

Canterbury Branch would like to wish all members a healthy
and prosperous New Year.
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CARDIFF BRANCH

We have settled down after the excitement of the Grand
Reunion and we are delighted with the favourable
response from so many members, both from letters in the
“Lioness” and personal phone calls. Once again, we
would like to express our thanks to the Branches who did
s0 much to make the occasion such a success. We expect
the March Past will linger long in the memory, but at least
it was different!

Sadly, our Chairman, Mrs Eve Poole ex-ATS, died in April
— she will be greatly missed. Eve was instrumental in
reviving the Cardiff Branch and making it the well attended
Branch it is today.

On 23 September we attended the Shropshire Reunion at
Cordingly Hall, Donnington and would like to thank their
members for making it such an enjoyable occasion.

To return to the Grand Reunion; once again we thank you
for appreciating our efforts. We hope that many of you will
want to return to visit our lovely city - we will be sure to keep
a warm welcome for you.

CHELMSFORD BRANCH

Since the last report our Branch has continued to meet at
the British Legion Hall in Chelmsford on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month. The attendance of members is stable with
about 40 of us enjoying each other’'s company.

'We are sorry to report the death (in August) of our oldest

member — Margaret Woods age 93. Margaret had served in
the Territorial Army and the ATS between 1939 — 1945. We
have many memories of her, but perhaps the one most
remembered is a visit to her home one summer afternoon
for our Anniversary Tea. Not only had she erected at least
one rather ancient bell tent in case of rain but she went out
of her way to make us welcome. As it had rained and the
tent leaked, early arrivals had quite a difficult job getting the
water out before anything else could happen. The rest of
the afternoon also had its moments but, despite the
difficulties, we all came away happy and feeling we could
never again have an anniversary tea quite like that one!
This year we held it at the British Legion Hall where we
enjoyed some very good music provided by Mr Hines on his
keyboard. He also read some amusing poems.

In June we went to Felixstowe for a day by the sea and all
met together for a meal before returning home. Shortly
after that, some of us went to Warner’s Holiday Centre at
Holme Lacey, near Hereford. There were visits to
Hereford, Ledbury and Ross-on-Wye. We thank both
Joyce and Joan for arranging the holiday and these
outings. Just before we returned home, we were also able
to make a visit to the newly opened museum
commemorating the life of Violette Szabo GC, member of
the SOE and former ATS member. We highly commend
this museum and a report can be found separately.

After a holiday break, as we do not meet in August, we
reassembled on 19 September for an informal afternoon
where we exchanged photographs — some of our holidays
and some of former ATS days. On 16 September, 13 of us
joined other branches in East Anglia at a Group Re-union
Lunch in Colchester. The event, arranged by Lady Val
Kemball, our Area Chairman, was very successful and
much enjoyed by those who were able to go.



We are looking forward to 4 March next year when a plague
commemorating ATS who served at Warley Barracks and
elsewhere in Essex is being dedicated.

It is possible to receive our Newsletter if you are not able to

get to meetindd D Pldasmspicesscedupeior 215 om the

Hon. Secretary to entitle you to 12 copies.

Many thanks to all at HQ who support us during the year
and our grateful thanks go also to all our members who help
to keep our Branch “ticking over”.

COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE - WARLEY
CHELMSFORD BRANCH

The details of the Dedication of the Plague in the Chapel
at the former Warley Barracks off Eagle Way near
Brentwood in Essex are almost complete. Chelmsford
Branch would like to thank everyone who has responded
with information about those who served in Essex at the
time of World War Il. Your donations and help in
compiling the Roll of Names is much appreciated.

The Service of Dedication is on Sunday 4 March at
11am. This will be followed by a Reception in the
adjacent TA Centre where car parking has been
arranged and we extend a warm invitation to anyone
attending the service to join us for refreshments.

We are delighted that the Honorary Chaplain to the
Association, the Rev. Susan Wing, is able to be with us
to conduct the service and perform the Dedication.
Standards will be paraded and medals should be worn.

For those who may need accommodation, the nearest
hotel is FORTE POST-HOUSE, BRENTWOOD. They
are offering a special rate for us, so if you make a
booking, please mention the reason you are staying
there to obtain it.

The prices given by the hotel are as follows:

One Night Dinner Bed and Breakfast £ 45pp
Two Nights Dinner Bed and Breakfast £ 85pp
Three Nights Dinner Bed and Breakfast £125pp

The Telephone Number is 01277 720009

The nearest Railway Station is Brentwood, about 2 miles
away, and is on the Main Line from Liverpool Street.

Warley Chapel is approximately 1.75 miles from the
hotel which has a good taxi service. Copies of a map
for motorists can be sent if you require one — please
send a SAE. Copies of the Roll of Names can also be
sent, again, a SAE please size 8 x 5 (nearest). The
latter will also be available following the service.

We look forward to welcoming all those who can make
the journey to join us on this unique and special
occasion. However, if you do intend to come, it would
be very helpful if you could let us know beforehand.

Please contact the Hon. Secretary — Chelmsford
Branch, Mrs Gina Shadrack, at 100 Arbour Lane,
Chelmsford, CM1 7RL. Telephone 01245 251088 - if
possible, well before the date.

CLEVELAND BRANCH

Hello again Ladies (and those Husbands who, from time to
time, take a peek! | know mine does!).

Remember what we were all taught when we joined the
ATS/WRAC? Volunteer for nothing. Well, | forgot, and
have now taken over as Treasurer from Mrs Pat Hill. She
decided to hang up her cheque book, so on behalf of the
Branch | would like to say “thank you” to Pat for leaving the
books in such good order — so you see the ex-WRAC are
doing their bit, including our Standard Bearer of whom we
are very proud.

Some of our ladies have been busy this year. They have
been to Dunkirk, the Burma Star Reunion and Ack Ack
Reunion, so | have included their accounts and photographs
separate from this branch account.

We had our Birthday Party in July, and invited Sunderland
Branch to join us. We had a great afternoon, with our
visitors winning the majority of the raffle prizes!! On the
agenda for the next meeting - should we ask them again??
| think so, as they were good company. After being well fed
and watered, we were entertained by a singer from
Geordieland (Male), - he had us all singing along.

Mid-August saw 32 of us on our annual day out at Newby
Hall, near Ripon. The sun was shining almost all day, and
the gardens to the Hall were really lovely. Most of us had
lunch in the picnic area, swapping stories (and sandwiches
— but not “Spam!”), bathed in sunshine. It was a happy band
on the way home — perhaps a bit tired though.

One or two of our members have been unable to attend our
monthly meetings of late, owing to poor health. May | send
you our kindest regards, get well soon, and hope to see you
fit and well asap.

Irene Maclean (née Whittaker)
A note from our Secretary’s Diary — 4 June 2000

The 60th Anniversary of Dunkirk is an historical fact, but
facts cannot convey the emotions and camaraderie |
experienced watching those Dunkirk Veterans parading
that day. This was our last official pilgrimage to
remember those who never made it back home, and also
to show our thanks. | have been many times, and I've
watched the ‘Lads’ grow old, but this year there seemed
to be a great determination to make this parade “the one”.
Most of those on parade were over 80 years old —
swinging along, all in step, so proud to be a Dunkirk
veteran. For once, words fail me, and do not do them
justice. May God bless ‘em all.

Gwyn Friday

WRAC DINNER CLUB

Are you interested in knowing more about
the Dinner Club?
Would you like to attend the WRAC Dinner 20017
then please contact

E Ann Butler-Deakin
‘Cobblestones’ 2 Chesham Road
Stafford ST16 3JP Tel: 01785 249992
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WRAC NATIONAL REGISTER

Are you interested in finding old friends?

Did VOUPB‘F/%WM%Q)i'gFQ‘éEdV@g?on

Why not join the WRAC National Register?

E Ann Butler-Deakin
‘Cobblestones’
2 Chesham Road
Stafford ST16 3JP
Tel: 01785 249992

ATS NATIONAL REGISTER

Are you interested in finding old friends?
Did you serve in the ATS?
Why not join the ATS National Register?

Mrs Ellen Powis
16 Vincent Naugton Court
Rodney Street, Birkenhead
Wirral LA41 2ZA
Tel: 0151 647 7046

COLCHESTER BRANCH

This report starts from June 2000 meeting when the
main subject to be discussed was the Area Reunion
which our Area chairman, Lady Val Kemball, had
arranged to take place at the Colchester Garrison
Officers’ Club on 16 September 2000. On the actual day
we welcomed members from Chelmsford, Braintree,
Norfolk & Suffolk and Cambridge Branches, approxi-
mately 88 ladies in all. We had, as our special guest,
Brigadier Nield who gave us a talk on the future of the
WRAC Association. This was a very happy day and all
thanks must be extended to Val for all the work she put
into arranging this event.

On 21 June 2000 fifty of our members were invited by the
Mayor & Mayoress to visit the Town Hall for a tour of this
grand building followed by an excellent buffet meal. It was
indeed a very happy gathering and everyone had an
excellent time.

At our July meeting we had, as our speakers, a Mr Ward
and Mr W Garland from SSAFA FORCES HELP. Mr
Garland explained to us the workings of this organisation
and the number of cases they had dealt with over a year.
He left us two phone numbers just in case any member
should find herself in need of help.

On 3 July 2000 we had an outing to Lowestoft but on
reaching our destination we found the sea shrouded in a
thick mist which did not clear all day. It was a case of having
to walk around the shops, not bad, but not so good for those
who find they can no longer do a ‘Route March’. Still, we
enjoyed the day.
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We had no meeting in August but in September we were
pleased to welcome Mr Bob Russell, MP for Colchester.
Bob had met quite a number of us when we had the ATS
Cap Badge unveiled on Balkern Hill. When he got up to
speak he said how amazed he was to see such a large
crowd of ladies still meeting up together after all the years
that have passed since we were in uniform. He gave us an
interesting and amusing talk on his working life in
Colchester and said that he would like to come to talk to us
again sometime in the future.

Our plans for a Christmas Dinner and a Christmas Party are
well in hand and we hope that the weather will behave itself
on these occasions.

Sadly, we have lost one life member since our last report
and several of our members have lost their partners in life
which is very sad for them.

In our last report | said that Kyra Tufnell had received a
Certificate of Appreciation from Lady Val Kemball. At the
same time Mrs Beryl Newell also received one, but
unfortunately this was omitted from the last “Lioness”. Bery!
has worked hard for the Branch in many ways and is now
the Treasurer.

Colchester Branch sends Good Wishes for a Happy
Christmas Season to all the branches. God bless you all.

COVENTRY BRANCH

We continue to meet at the Royal Warwick Club on the

“second Friday of the Month. Sadly, owing to ill health and

transport problems, our numbers have fallen slightly, but we
still average 22 members.

Our visits have also been limited this year, but we have
managed a couple of outings. We went to Stratford-Upon-
Avon in June and had a lovely day out. Our driver took us by
the scenic route. We called for coffee at a very large Garden
Centre, and on reaching Stratford we went sightseeing and
then finished the day with a trip on the river Avon.

In September we went to Bourton-on-the-Water. When we
set out it was raining, but by the time we got to Bourton-on-
the-Water it was fine. We had a good time, and on our
return we realised how lucky we had been. It had rained all
day in Coventry.

On Saturday 23 September, 8 members went to the Wales
and West Reunion at Donnington, Shropshire. The meal
was great and so was the music and dancing. Thank you
very much Shropshire.

We send our very best wishes to all our members who
cannot get to the meetings.

CREWE BRANCH

This year we have not done a lot during the summer for
various reasons including holidays. In July Mrs Maggie
Purkis, our Area Chairman, took Edith and five other ladies
from our area to a Garden Party for The Not Forgotten
Association at Buckingham Palace. It was a lovely day which
they thoroughly enjoyed. Also in July, Betty Patton went to
the Ack Ack Reunion at York which is always a splendid
occasion. She met up with her 93rd Searchlight Regt friends
and they all enjoyed a happy weekend together.
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Joan HUL, Triz Bell, Dorothy Farr and Betty Potion
at the York Ack Ack Reunion

In August, Edith and Betty were busy making marmalade
and jam and, with Joan, baking cakes etc for the Table Top
Stall held at Mantwich on ¥ September which, | am pleased
1o say, did very well,

Lo R: Joan Berry, Betty Patton and Edith Francis
ot the Tabde Top tall

Later in September severa! of us went to the Area Reunion
hosted by Shropshire Branch al Donnington.  Wa all
anjoyed it, the food and the entertainment was very good so
thank you Shropshire for a memorable day.

Our AGM was heldd on 5 October and all our Officers were
refurmed unopposed. We are a small Branch row and thara
ara not many of us fo do the fundraising, but we do our best
and we have sill managad to sand £200 1o the Banevalent
Fund this year.

We zhall ba holding a Dance at tha Crosville Club on 19
Ociober which will be our last fundrakser this vear,

Only five of us will be going down to London in Movember
for tha Remembrance Weekend.

In December we ahways go to the Pantomime at Crewe Theatne
then we hanse our Chirlstmas break which lasts urildl February.

May we send Best Wishes for 2001 1o all our friends in tha
Association.
DACORUM BRANCH

Once again, Greetings from Dacorum, The year seems to
have gona so quickly, anky thirteen weeks and five days to
andthar Maw Year.

Qur May meeting started with a chal about the Cardiff
Reunion and how much we, who wene able o go, enjoyed
it. Thiz was followed by a quiz.

In Juna wea had a local historian visit us. She explained
about the usa of straw in local villages where hats and bags
eic ware the coflage industries, it made us awara of how
forunate we are oday.

We had a “guess who" photo display In July. Some peopla
were easily recognised from years ago, but not many. We
also had a fund ralsing raffle.

The August meeting was aboul the British Legeon, Our very
iMeresting speaker was a gentlernan called Phif Collins. Ha
made us all aware of how much the British Legion can help
any ax-sarvica person who i in nead. We lollowad this with
a bring and buy.

In Septamber we heard the sad news that one of our
members had died. Joan Welling had been a Sergeant
Cook in the Catening Corps during Warkd War |1

After the formalities we had a 50/50 sale (always a success)
and a guiz to end the aftemocon. The following week a fow
of us went on a mystary tour that was somewhat shortened
because of the fuel strike and we found ourseives at a very
ok pub where we had an enjoyvable lunch.

We, al Dacorum, would like o wish everyone a good
Christmas and New Year and thank you to all the helpful
staff at Worthy Down.

EASTEOURNE BRANCH

We have had a successful year. Mambers gave wvery
interesting taklks with slides on various countries. We leamt
about the Lifeboat and a W1 member told us how she and
her family escaped from Burma in 1942, Invitations from
olher Branches ware enjoyed, as wena Branch Lunchas out.
We are going on a day trip to Boulogne in Qctober.

Two members attended the Grand Raunion in Cardiff, good
venue and weather bul nol 30 good dinner.  Yes, wa did
know we wera in Walas, one having trained in Manarbiar
and both stationed there,

Regretiably, the Diocese of Chichaster refused us
permission 1o put an ATS plaquea in tha Parish Church,

Dwir Stardand was carmed on 11 November and at the Remenm-
brance Concert held in the Congress Theatre, by kind pemmis-
sion of the Coundl, on the Sunday. Having our own Stardard,
we ara membars of the Eastboume Combined Ex-Sernvices
Agsociation and get a share of the peofits, usually £100,

We have recently found that our antecedenis go furthar
back than the WAAC in 1917, the Women's Lagion having
been formed before them by Lady Londonderry, Each
Legicnary that was drafted info the WAAC was allowed o
waar her Women's Legion Badge on her lapel.

Best wishes (o all Branches for 2001,

FIFE & TAYSIDE BRANCH

Cur Branch now numbers 23 members with another 2 in the
pipeline. Wa would love 1o get this number up to tha 100
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before the beginning of another year 0 we will just have o
try that bif harder. Meetings confinua to be held at Parth
Foval British Legion Club on the last Thursday of each
manth, whare wa have lunch and a raffle tabla. Allowing for
holidays etc, we usually have around 30 mambers come 1o
our meatings. This s very pleasing conssdering the distance

some membe (& P 888 Mz ke eV RESRAR of
this.

One of our members, Margaret Britchiord, and her hushand
celebrated their Golden Wedding this year on 3 Septamber,
50, many congratulations to Margaret and Kenneth from all
Branch Membears.

Iza Lightfoot at the Memorial Arboretum

Anocther member, Mrs Iza Lighifoot whao I3 2 mamber of the
ACK-ACK Azsociation in York, recanily visited The National
Memorial Arboretum being created near Lichfield. This is
supported by funds form The Mational Lottery, a grant from
the Millennium Commission and donations from many,
many, other scurces.

We took part in the annual “Big Brew Up® in aid of SSAFA
Forces held on the 29 Seplember with a sales tabla, clotheas
rails and sendng teas. We made E307 by our efiorts, The
wider mambarship contributed to this by sending donations.
Mamy thanks io everyone who contributed towards the day,
aither by baking, bringing things along, serving teas,
manning sales fables or washing up — WHAT WOULD WE
DO WITHOUT YOuU!

On the 28 October wa are off 10 the Scottish AGM and FAe-
unian at Invermess. The competition for the Scottish Shisld
i lor a Christmas Card or a Buthday Card, homemade of
course, 5o we will have to put our “crafty” ideas to work,

Christmas is not far now, and cnce more we will ba
gong to the Grampian Hotel for our Christmas meal.
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Lady Martha Bruce and ladies of the Branch
admiring the Big Brew Up Cake,

We hope everyone will have had a good Christmas and
Mew Year by the next edilion of ‘Lionass’.

Our Bast Wishes to all Branchas.

GRIMSBY & DISTRICT BRANCH

| arm mol your usual scriba, | am filling the gap as branch
new letter writer owing to the untimely death of Paulina Elis
who wrote our letters o briliantly. So here we go Pauline,
| will do my best,

After an exciting Grand Reunion in Wales during Apdl, tha
branch went 1o the “Millstones Restaurant” on the outskirts of
Harrogate in May for an enjovable meal, lolowed by a game
of bingo and other activities. The journey home was most
pleasard, having the oy of being abke to st back and wakch
the worid drift by whilst letiing someone alse do the driving,

Towards the end of May, some of the committee members
were imdted 1o the Grimsby Town Hall by the “Royval Mawvy
Presentation Team” and were given a most interesting
insight 1o the Royal Mavy of today, It i3 amazing how many
caraers are avaidable io the young people of loday. Tha
Mawvy made everyone welcome, and of course, the usual
drinks ard food were much appreciated by all,

In May Pauline ded, she will be sadly missed by all, Her
many years of civic duties with the Great Grimsby Council
included lerms as Mayor, Lady Mayoress and duties as a
Magistrate. With her invaluable knowledge she was a great
aszet o the Branch.

We attended her funeral on & Juna, The Branch Standard
was prasent and carmed by our Slandard Bearar, Caral
Tyier (ex WHAC band). The Standard of The Roval British
Legion was also present.  Many of tha branch members
came along and paid their st respects, Wendy isam our
Chaplain officiated over a very moving sarvica assisiod by
the Rev Jim Muston, a fitting goodbye o & comrade,

Al our June branch meeting our Chaplain, Weandy Isam,
refired and all the members confributed fowarnds a lovely cut
glass crystal basket as a farewell gift. Wendy was thrilled to
bits and very sad to be leaving, but she will be keeping in
tauwsh with us all.

We have since heard that she had a stroke, but the good
news |3 that she iz slowly recovering.



Our June Surmmer Fayre was a great success. We did guite
wiell from the stalls run by members, a nearly new jumble
gtall, bric 8 brac, cake, plants and fombola stalls, not
torgetting our big raffle. | really think the people who come
to our fayres and jumbbes in this area have taken the branch
h th n |

b b i’%rﬁaccgrslfpﬂ'gjssor ﬁ?ge Version
We've had two ex-WRAC ladies join us this summear - naw
blood for us oldies, We need many more o keep our 14
year old branch ticking owver, lets hope we get more i the
mear future,

August was a quiet month with us catching our breath ready
for September and the Reunion in York, We did however
manage another jumble sale at the begmnning of the manth,
& nice litthe sum to put towards our oufing,

The great day came, our Mordh East Reundon at York
Racecourse. We lelt Grimsby Town Hall on a miserable wet
morning, twenty ning old soldiers having a day out, which
does not come very often for some of our ladies, We
crossed the Humber Bridge and made our way to the pretly
old wvillage of Pocklingion. Here we stopped for tea or
coffes. By now the sun bad broken thraugh, and by tha tima
we got o York Racecourse it was a lovely day.

What a crowd of ex-Army ladies, all eager 1o find someone
from their Service years, | never do. | hope some of you did,
and talked of the past and your youth, the laughs and pranks.

The Ainsty suite was dalightful, Colonal Cook welcomead Ls all
wammily, and the table seating had members from all the Morih
Eastern area mixing togethar, getting o know one another,
The three course meal was a good choice and | think we all
enjoved it The raffie went down wall, some good prizes and
the entertainment by Ray Mandell, a singer and comedian from
up arcund Tyneside, was excallent. The aftemoon ended with
miast of us stroling arownd the roam to all the old songs in a big
singke line, comrades to the end, We said our good-byes and
hoped to meat again at the Cleethorpes Winter Gardens in
Seplember 20071 for the next Morth Eastern Area Reunion,

Have a good Christmas everyone, be well and have a very
happy New Yaear.

God Bless from all at the Grimsby and District Branch,

HARROGATE BRANCH

We are a wvery happy “amily®, enjoying well-attended,
friendly and often hilarious meetings. Although we only
meat once & monih, we manage o 1|1_au&rﬂhlng in

Here n Hamrogate we have a wonderul Hosploe - 351
Michasl's. The managsar came o show us slides and fell us
the history, a3 well as updating us on the present facllities
and financial situation.

A local lady entertained us with her own poetry, and a local
gerdleman had us guessing with a slide show on “A Tyke's
Guide to Paradise” (for the uninitiated, a Tvke is &
Yorkshireman). We have bean brought 1o book by a Fire
Safety Oficer (aren't we old ladies a risk?l), and Age
Concerm have told us about all the things they can do for us,

This year we held our Annual Lunch at Harrogate Cricket
Club (our Chairman & a member), which was most
enjoyable, espedially as Col Cook, our NE Chairman, joined
us. We went over the Pennines = well neardy = to
Oowaldiwistle for our outing, which included a tour of
Pendle and the histony of the Witches,

Sadly, no one was able o go 1o the National Reunion at
Cardifi, but 21 of us attended our NE Reunion at York and
had a super time, York Club also invited us to a parly in
August, which we all enjoyved tremendously,

As 8 Club, we did nof forget our Patron's 100th Birihday,
although wa would love to have been in London for the
celabrations. Its lika the Dama = evaryihing in Landan or
the South — who says there isn't a Morth-South Divide?|

This vear brought us a new member [AT3) Wwing in
Harrogate, and we wolcomed an old Ack Ack member,
transferred from London Branch but now living in
Glagshouses, near Pateley Bridge.

HASTINGS BRANCH

About this tima last year we ware considering how o mark
the Millennium. The local Association of WRNS was
thinking along the same ines 5o wa came up with the idea
of a Tr-Senvice Lunch, The small organising committes,
with representatives from each of the three Services, did a
magnificent job. Eighty two Ex-Servicewomen afttended,
tegather with the Deputy Mayor and Leadar of the Council,

Caption: Lady Averid Bryson (AWRNS),
the Deputy Mayor, the Leader of the Council
and the organising commities

it was a super occasion and a5 a result we are dalighted that
bwo ax-WAAF have joined our Branch as Alfiliated Members.

i would be hard for olher events 1o compete with the
success of the lunch, but our annual outing to Leeds Castie
(Kentl) was most enjovable and we had WENS and WAAFs
with us. Again it was a super day and we thank our Social
Secralary, Sue Dash, for aranging it

The local Division of 353AFA Forces Help holds an annual
Church Senice in or near Hastings, and again in 2000 some
of our members assisted by taking the collection and providing
Iza and biscults after the Service. This help realy was
appreciated by SSAFA who do not have a large membership,

Some of our members are on & local Fund Raising
Commsties for the Star and Garter Home in Richmond, and
as Branda Moor, one of our mambears, i in the Home, four of
us visited during the summer. We were made most welcome
and Brenda showed us a Fund Raising Leaflet on which her
phatograph is prominent on the front cover, This was mast
successiul and raised a considerable amound for the Homa,
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Our thanks to our Vice Chairman, Joan Lovell, for hosting
our Strawberry Tea again in June and also our thanks to our
drivers who have made it possible for the Luncheon Club to
meet at different locations during the summer months, ie
Rye, Ickilesham, Winchelsea etc, though we reverted to the

local Harrow Py Puingip MYSOFFiRée Version

At the time of writing we are preparing for the
Remembrance Day events - the Parade to the War
Memorial in the Park in the morning and the Festival of
Remembrance at the White Rock Theatre in the evening.
We do hope we will Parade eleven members on the stage
as in previous years.

To finish on a sad note — our Welfare member, Nell Wood,
died in March and Fanny Frewen-Laton (an authoress) died
in June. Both will be greatly missed — Nell for her work on
behalf of our sick and suffering and Fanny for her generosity
and unceasing interest in Branch activities.

So we hope all Branches have a good year in 2001 and go
from strength to strength. It is amazing, we still get ladies
appearing with the words: - “I didn't know the WRACA
existed”. Where have they been?

HEREFORD BRANCH

We were saddened to hear of the death of Brig H Meechie
this year, and in our Branch, we lost Mrs Lilian Cross from
Shrewsbury. Lilian had just celebrated her 90th Birthday,
we shall miss her. We welcome Mrs Margaret Bethel back
into the fold after many health problems. We send best
wishes for the future to all our members who are not in
good health. We thank all those who keep in touch and
send raffle prizes and donations to the Branch. | know
Lioness is greatly appreciated by us all as is the Branch
Newsletter compiled by Joyce Nicholls our Treasurer, and
printed by Sue Walton and her husband Kim. It is a
particular asset to those unable to get to our meetings.
These are still held on the last Wednesday of each month,
except December, at the Royal British Legion Hall in
Belmont Road, Hereford at 2.30 pm. We are trying to get
an evening meeting together, to enable those who work to
meet up and chat over a glass or two at a pub. We have
so many ex WRAC and serving members whom we have
not met and it would be lovely to get their views on the
future of the Branch.

We recently sent off cheques to the Association Fund and
to the Benevolent Fund; also to BLESMA, SSAFA and the
Royal British Legion Poppy Fund. Our July raffle raised
over £200 but our aim to run a Car Boot has hit snags. One
car park reduced sales from one a week to one a month,
and we were unlucky not to get a booking. We hope to be
luckier next year. It was lovely to see that the photograph
on the back of Lioness 2000 No. 2, was of two Branch
members. How proud we are of them and of Liz Kemp’s
account of “Life in Kosovo”. PA to General Jackson is
something to be very proud of. Well done girls!

Another photograph that we were proud to see was in the
York paper after the Ack Ack Reunion on 29-30 July this
year. Miss Betty Boothroyd was guest of honour and
several of our members from Hereford Branch were among
the hundreds of Ack Ack “girls”. One in particular got her
photograph in the paper, Mrs Doris Kirton from Tewkesbury
who served in 546 (M) HAA. Mrs Phyl Bates and Mrs Win
Birt both served in 460 (M) HAA together and now live in
Ross-On-Wye. Both attended the reunion.
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On 24 June, Hereford Branch members were invited by the
Royal British Legion to attend the opening of a Museum to
the British Wartime Agent of SOE, Violette Szabo. Violette
lived at a house in Wormelow, near Hereford, now owned by
Miss Rosemary Rigby MBE. Rosemary has dedicated & lot
of time and money in establishing the museum. She invited
hundreds of people to attend the opening and we were
proud to be at the very moving religious Service and Parade
of Regiments and Associations. Jackie Neave, our
Standard Bearer, attended as did four of our members. We
marched alongside Paras, D Day and Korean Veterans,
Burma Star, Royal British Legion, RAF and many others.
Virginia McKenna, the film star who portrayed Violette in the
film “Carve Her Name With Pride”, opened the museum.
Violette’'s daughter Tania was wearing her late mother’s
decorations and Leo Marks, Violette’'s Code Master for
SOE, was actually present. He wrote her poem “The Life
That | Have”. Many other MPs and dignitaries were present
and the afternoon ended with a March Past and a lone
parachutist landing in the field nearby.

On 4 July, what an appropriate day, we welcomed back to
Hereford a US Veteran, Leon Standifer, who was here in
1945 in hospital at Foxley, an estate nearby, after being
wounded in the Battle of the Bulge. He was only 19 and
traumatised, but always remembered the kindness of the
locals and longed to return. He brought his wife Marie and
we took them both to Foxley. He walked among the woods
where the Nissen Huts had been and put a United States
flag on the memorial stone which had been set there by
American Colonels ten years ago. He was very moved. We
then took them for a country pub lunch nearby. He

.presented our President, Ena Price, with a book he has

written about his wartime experiences. Writing from
Louisiana on his return home, he thanked us for our
hospitality. On 19 July Rosemary Jones and Eva Burton
went to the Queen Mother's Birthday Pageant on Horse
Guards. They had set off early, so the IRA Bomb at
Paddington delayed them but did not deter. We sent Her
Majesty an ATS card on the occasion of her 100th Birthday
and good wishes for her continued good health. We
received a reply of thanks on the 17 August. Jo Anscombe
went with six members of Wales and West to Buckingham
Palace Garden Party on 27 July where they saw the
Princess Royal and met many celebrities and enjoyed the
spectacle very much. The tea was lovely too and so was
the weather. Thanks go to Maggie Purkis and The “Not
Forgotten” Association for the opportunity and for the
company of Maggie, Edith Francis, Edna Thomas, Nancy
Tipton, Ann Deakin and Daphne Jervis.

Then on 6 September several of us went again to the
Violette Szabo Museum, this time to browse among the
interesting items inside. It was very poignant and a “Thank
you” ATS card to Rosemary Rigby MBE the founder, is now
another item on display. We plan another visit next year.
When we were having lunch at a nearby pub, we had a
surprise visit by our newest member — Mrs Alice Matthews!
yes the Alice Matthews. It was lovely to meet her at ground
level — she was always on a stage or platform before!
Welcome Alice to Hereford Branch.

We have arranged our Christmas meal venue at the
Imperial in late November so that Eva can attend before
jetting off to Canada for Christmas. | have a strong feeling
a second meal is planned for December though!

The Wales and West Area Reunion at Donnington on 23
September was a huge success. Shropshire can certainly
plan a party. The meal was “absolutely fabulous” and so were



your two councillors. They danced and sang to the great
wartime songs, as did we. Thank you Shropshire Branch.

To wind up this report, our AGM will be at The Royal British
Legion Hall, Belmont Road on Wednesday 28 February

2001 at 2.30 PpDA CHTRFPARGE'FRR Version

KEIGHLEY BRANCH

The Annual General Meeting was held on 19 October 1999,
and members re-elected the Chairman, Treasurer and
Secretary. The Vice-Chairman’s position was left in
abeyance. A film show was given at the November
meeting, and members enjoyed a dinner at Quarry House at
- the end of November.

On 7 November 1999 members attended the Festival of
Remembrance at St George’s Hall Bradford, and a wreath
was laid at the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday.

At the end of January, the Chairman and members attended
a Service in Keighley Parish Church followed by a Parade
to the War Memorial where a Millennium Plaque was
dedicated. Refreshments were served in the Drill Hall. This
had been arranged jointly by the Keighley Branch Royal
British Legion and The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment
Association.

As some members would be on holiday, no meetings were
held in February or March. No members to travel to Cardiff,
but a donation was sent to help with the raffle. In July four
members enjoyed a day out at Eden Camp, and at the
August meeting, members and residents of Farish House
enjoyed a Pie and Pea lunch. A cake stall, a raffle and a
game of bingo made a small profit for branch funds. One
member attended the Reunion at York. Arrangements are

in hand for St George’s Hall and also a dinner in November. -~

Our meetings are held monthly at Farish House and on
average nine members attend.

With our best wishes to other branches for Christmas and
the New Year.

LEEDS BRANCH

We continue to attract new members, ex-WRAC being
particularly welcome as they will ensure continuation of the
Association.

In June seven members enjoyed a wonderful day at the
National Memorial Arboretum where the ATS Ack Ack plot
was dedicated. Full details of this occasion are set outin a
separate article.

July 19th wil! always be remembered by two members
fortunate enough to be part of the Association contingent at
the 100th Birthday Tribute to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
the Queen Mother. In spite of suspect bomb incidents it was
a truly never to be forgotten occasion. The weather and
organisation were perfect and not even a train delay on the
homeward journey could spoil the wonder of actually being
there on Horse Guards Parade.

The York Re-union weekend was special this year, being
graced by the presence of the Speaker of the House of
Commons, the Rt. Hon. Betty Boothroyd. Her speech was
truly inspiring and she will be an asset to the Committee

responsible for seeing through the Memorial project. The
weekend was marred by a nasty accident to Mollie James
but she is now recovering.

in August Mrs France and Mrs Clements told the branch all
about their day in London at the 100th Birthday Tribute and
thanked us for letting them be part of this unique experience.

In September, 13 members attended the NE Area Lunch at
York Racecourse which was threatened by the petrol strike
but was most enjoyable.

In October we held our AGM, our Treasurer presenting a very
favourable Financial Report. One member has offered to
help as Assistant Treasurer collecting and counting money
and learning the ropes. We were pleased to hear that Mollie
James is much better and hoping to go to America for the
Christening of her Great Grandchild. We are now making
arrangements for our Christmas Party in December, keeping
our fingers crossed regarding health and weather.

Best Wishes to all for a busy and friendly 2001.

LECIESTER AND NOTTINGHAM BRANCH

Following from our report in LIONESS 2/2000, we have
continued with our programme. In June we held another
enjoyable meeting at Nottingham instead of our usual venue
in Leicester. Again our thanks to Barbara Danter for
supplying the lovely refreshments and arranging for a talk
entitled “The Copper Kettle Club”. This related to places in
Nottingham and ended with an hilarious “True or False’ quiz.

In July we filled the afternoon with a Beetle Drive which is
always enjoyed, and in August we were again invited to the
Sailing Club, courtesy of Doris and Irene. This time instead
of a BBQ, we took our own sandwiches and had desserts,
cakes and tea supplied. Many of our members also enjoyed
a trip on the lake. Our thanks to Doris, Irene and helpers for
a lovely afternoon.

We held our Harvest produce sale in September with the
members supplying the produce to boost our funds.

Two members joined Ashby Branch at the Wales and the
West Area Reunion and our thanks to Shropshire for a
lovely afternoon.

This year we have unfortunately had several members ill,
some seriously and sadly we lost one of our faithful
members, May Mitchell, after a short illness. We shall miss
her cheerfulness at meetings.

Our Standard continues to be paraded at various functions
by Vi Rawlins and is sometimes accompanied by a few of
our members.

By the time this report goes to print, we will have had our
AGM in October and November will find us with our friends
from Ashby De-La-Zouch going ahead with arrangements
for the Wales and the West Area Reunion, which is being
held in Leicester in September 2001. December will end the
year with our Christmas party.

To those members unable to get to our meetings, we thank
you for your continued support and hope to see many of you
at our reunion, and to those who are ill or just under the
weather our branch members send you best wishes for your
recovery and a better year in 2001.
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LONDOM BRAMCH

We have had 18 new members and the branch strength is
now 342, with between filly and sixty altending our
manthiy meetings.

Edith Shaw and Jean Taylor with Chelsea Penszioner
Mr Rouse eollecting for the Army Benevolent Fund
ai the Chelzea Flower Show

Two members attended the National Tribute to Cueen
Elizabath the Queen Mothar on her 100th birhday in July
which was a really splendid occasion, We were very proud
of the Azsociation conlingant and the serving members who
looked so smart,

We have had two enjovable coach outings, in May to Claydon
House and in September o Station X at Bletchley Park which
is fascinating but 5o exiensive that in a shor visit you can only
see a fraction of what was such a vital war-time secrel place,
Im June we had a falk from ore of London's Peary Queans,
Mrz Peggy Oliver, whio iobd us how the first Pearly King was
modivaled o decorale his shabby jacket when he was
collecting for charity. She then regaled us with all the familiar
Cockney 2ongs and it was a great aftemoon. It inspired
members when we had a8 Home Entertainment meeting in
July, to perform thalr parly pseces and we had lots of fun, In
September we were shown beaufiful shides of the Austrian
Tyrod and this vear's Passion Play al Dberammengail.

We are now looking forward to our Christmas Tea Party and
then the Milkennium will ba over but those of us who balieve
it should have been in 2007 can kook forward to another
Milkenniurm yaarl

MEDWAY BRANCH

The Branch had a wery successful year regarding fund
raizing with Cream Teas and Bazaars which boosted the
Tunds.

Twe mambers attended the Quean Mothar's Parade n
Horse Guards and said what a wonderful day they had.

A combined lunch with the WRNS and WRAF Associations
in March of this vear was o successiul that a further one is
an the cards.

The sams dedicated twanty mambers attend the meaetings
ard donate many prizes throughout the year and the branch
thanks tham.

Grace Hoflands writes In her Church Magazine of her
senvice in the ATS. Many of the people who live in he
village cannot wait for the naxt instalmant.
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We wera [nvited 1o a social afternoon al Canlerbury and
sang along with the singer and pianist who had been hired
to enfertain us. Of course the fable was |aden with
wonderful things 1o eat which we did tuck imto. W were
aleo invited to Pembroke House which has been refurbishaed
and is lor ex-Mavy personnel. What an eve opaner that
was, who wouldn't want io refire!  Thelr comradeship was
fofl a5 soon as we wen! inside.,

Five members will go to the WRAC Dinner Club and thare
will be an attendance at the Cenotaph.

Sormy that soma of ouwr members have been umwell and
hope they are now on their way o recovery, We sand a
Mewslatlier out fo those mambers who do not attend in onder
io keep in touch,

Many thanks to those who send a donation on a regular
basks and a special thanks 1o Kathy Haard.
In April we hope fo maet up with old frends at the AGM

NEWCASTLE BRANCH

We still mest every third Thursday In the month at the
Companions Club, Leazes Park Road, Mewcastka. If any
members from other clubs should be shoppeng in our city on
this day we hope they will join s between 12 noon o 3.00
pm, A friendly welcome awails,

We now have a Bst of all Secretaries’ names and addresses
which armved after our kst report was posted and | nofe a
Secretany's address in Waoler, Morhumbedand, and there was
also a report from Edinburgh, 50 | was perhaps a litthe previous
in oy concam for mid-Narthumbarland ex-ATSAMHAC.

Merlion was also made in the last issue - Lioness 22000
Page 45 re the late Winifred Patterson. We have since
recenved from Joan Awberry, Secrelary of the horfolk and
Suftolk branch, information in respect of Winified, and | hawe
given thes to Mrs Jewson from the Tynemouth Vikaga Progact.
Meanwhile, she had obtzined oiher information, found a
retathve of Winifred and had visited the grave. Also on Joan's
lisl wara nameas of bwo ATS from ocur area who were killed in
the Great Yarmouth disasier of 1243, They are Pta Dorothy
Falks of Haxham and Ple Louisa Maxwell of South Gostorh,
Thedr names are on the plaque al Great Yamouth,

On the social side, those of us who etiended the Northem
Area Reunion at York Racecourse restaurant in Seplambsar
thoroughly enjoyed owr wvisit.  An excellent meal was
followed by & pleasant sing-along session with a seasoned
artartaingr whose services werg no doublt obtained by
Gwaen, the Morhem Area Secrefary. Congratulations to Col
Cook and Gwen for this successiul venture.

The following Saturday we were off again to Droxfosd Hall,
Morthumberland, in the company of members of the
German and Far East POW Association and ladies of the
Land Army. The occasion was the opening day of a maze
designed by the owner and reputed o be going 1o be as big
as that of Hampton Court, One thousand Morthumberland
children had planted small rees and & well known ex-Land
Army meamber, Jean Pringla, had planted the centre tree.
Mra Pringle was present at the opening. When the trees
grow, a map will ba required to reach the cantral ‘Wa ware
gresied by the owner of the estate with tea and coffes and
cream cakes and after the opening ceremony everyona had
a fish and chip lunch from Seahouses, transporied directly
iz the Hall, hot and delicious!



Cwr ptans for December fesiivities are in hand. Wa hope to join
the Mormandy Veterans for a Cheistmas meal at the Goslodh
Civil Hall restaurant in méd-December. Latar in the montty, or in
January 2001, we shall have our usual celebralory

at our meeting place where food etc & plentilul and

entertainment FpUEygect o A, FRA o IFRRBVRISTDRY.

To those members who cannot get to the meetings due o
age and infirmity we sand our bast wishes. Wa also salufe
those who manage, under difficulty, 1o get hare and nsist on
climbing the slairs because we have batter accommodation
upstairs than on the ground floor,

Besl wishes to all members everywheare,

PORTSMOUTH BRANCH

Wae slill meet every month at ¥ pm on the second Thursday
al the Hampshire Ex-Servicas Club, Fratton Road,
Forsmouth. As 3o many of the membears who always come
o meetings are getling oldar, wa have decided fo try
different arrangements. From karch to November evening
meatings as usual, no meelings December 1o Fabruary, but
instead, hold social meetings at members homes on
Saturday momings.

The Branch has not had a very good year healthwise. We
lost two very dear friends, Daphre Langrish and Lee Clark;
the Branch was represented at thelr funerals, Then just
before Chrisimas our Chairman, Mrs E Metherall, and
Treasurer, Mrs P Price, had serous major operations,  Cwur
Secrefary was also il on and off for several months,
Everyone has now recoversd but canmot do as much as
before. Our social events hava gone wall; séighl members
enjoyed the Cardiff Reunion. The regular lunch at the lsle—of-
Wight Branch was good as usueal. Services for D Day and
The Falklands were well attended. Amarican Tea Parties
were held at the homes of Mrs Mary Lindsey and brs Phylks
Price; good waather and a mica aflemoon at boih avents. In
September, 21 members attended a lurch at 8 Harvester Pub
at Fareham, |nspite of the fuel ersis a good time was had by
all. Dotober will be a Coffes Moming at Mrs M Moore's house
and November a Colfee Morming at the homa of Mrs J Jeliay.

Al our AGM in July Mrs E Methanell resigned as Chalrman
because of @l health but will ramain on the committes, Mrrs
Mary Moore was elected in ber place. We hope to attend tha
Armestice Parade at the Guildhall afthough nwmbers ars
falling and our Standard will not ba on parade as brs P Price
cannol carry it and may nol be abla to o 50 n the lutura,

We all hope that 2001 will be a good year for the Branch.

PLYMOUTH BRANCH
The Plymouth Branch are still on the march!

The Eden project wan the vote for our July day out: and what
an amazing trip it was, The structures on disused china clay
sites are truly technological visions for the 2121 century.

The following week, 15 of our group enjoyved the spectacular
Music of the Might” at the Royal Citadel whera we were
antertained by the bands of the Boval Artillery and the Royal
Marines, together with massed choirs and an enommaus cast
of singers and dancers performing scenes from the shows,
The James Bond scenas from the men of 28 Commando
were hitarious and received thunderous applause, The finale

was tha 1812 overture compéate with guns firing, colourad
waler fountains, and spectacular firework displays. The event
closed with a flag waving ‘Lard of Hope and Glory® and the
promise that they would be back n 2002,

A spectacle of a different kind awaited the two lucky winners
of the draw for tha fickeds 1o the Ouean Mother's binhday
pageant, brs CQueenie Bridie and kMrs Betty Mitchell had a
journay to London that was remimiscent of wartima, Thara
ware bomb threats with closed bridges and underground eic.

They both agreed that it was all worthwhile when they finally
arrived on Horsa Guards and saw the spactacular tribule 1o
our most famous centenarian, Betty's dascriptive poem of
the evant has been offerad 1o poets comer,

Much ot the time &t our monthly meetings has been given
owver to the raport we recaived from our Araa Reprasaniatve
on Councll. This report, conceming the way forward for our
Association, has bean discussed at greal length, Our views
are on their way fo Warthy Down and we hope that any
decisions mada will ansura lhe continued prosperity of a
happy and friendly Association.

The business of the Branch AGM on 2 Ocicber was quite
straight forward, all members had recelved ballol papers in
August which thay handed back in September. Mo naw
volunteers came forward so the existing officers and
commitiea were re-slecled. Since ihe last AGM we have
had 5 new members, 3 ex-ATS and 2 ax-WRAC, and 2
existing members transterred to other areas, so our Branch
mumibers are stll going up,

I our lighter momenis we have had great fum with our
monthly compatitions. Wa've made hats for a garden party,
we've written captions for picturés from the national press
and then we were asked 'what can you do with a
coathanger?”. Mo we don't wanl answers on a postcard!!
My Dad would have raised his eyebrows and said, s that
what they tawght you in tha army?)

Beside all the friveSty, we have been working hard ralsing
money at our table top sates, | think the ladies have all
decided o revisil the Edan Project whon all the flora is in
place, As well a5 our own group fundraising, we also supplied
a group of ladas who fook the collecting boxes on the streels
in aid of the Armmy Benevolant Fund and did quie wedl,

Although iliness has taken its toll of some of our mambers,
spiits In the Plymouth Branch remain high, and after the
Remembrance Parades we will look farward to our Chifstmas
festivites, In particular we all look forwvard to the Speaker at

— |

New Age Builders? No -
Plymouth members invading Eden
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our December meeting, the topic is Astrology!. Let us hope
that she forecasts a happy and healthy winter for all.

After Christmas the Plymouth Branch goes into hibernation
for the month of January. We look forward to our first

meeting for VRINEN (P ERBEY 1ROV elion 25

always, all visitors will be made very welcome.

RHYL BRANCH

We continue to meet every second Monday of the month,
when we have an average attendance of 28 members. We
have been very busy again holding coffee mornings,
afternoon teas, jumble sales and table tops to raise money
to be able to enjoy our trips out to other branches
throughout the year. | have outlined by the month our
activities for just 9 months. On top of these activities the
ladies try to have a lunch date each month.

Three ladies went to Cardiff for the Reunion
and they all said how weicome they were
made and what a good time that they had.

April

Four ladies went to their Ack Ack Reunion at
York and, as in other years, they had a
marvellous time meeting up with comrades old
and new.
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Sixteen ladies were off travelling again, this
time to Bridlington for the Ex-Service
Combined Weekend. They had an extra day
there this year and have already decided that
they will be doing the same next year.

|

July We were on Parade in Wrexham on the 9th to
support the Dunkirk Veterans on the occasion
of the laying up of their Standard. On the 23rd
we joined the Rhyl branch of the Dunkirk
Veterans at St Thomas’s Church for their
Service and last Parade as they too laid up
their Standard.

The Rhyl branch of the Normandy Veterans
invited us to join them at a service of
commemoration to mark ‘The End of
Campaign’ which was held around a tree that
they had planted in the grounds of St Thomas’s
Church in memory of their comrades.
Unfortunately the tree has been vandalised, but
we went ahead with the service and a new tree
is being grown and will be planted when it is big
enough not to be damaged again.

August

This month has been very busy already. The
Branch held its AGM on the 11th when the
ladies voted unanimously to re-elect Jean
Lander as Secretary and Yvonne Sampson as
the Treasurer for a term of 2 yrs. We held a
buffet after the meeting. We are on Parade
again for the ‘Battle of Britain’ on Sunday 17th
in Rhyl with the RAF. We are then guests of
the Normandy Veterans on a trip to Blackpool
for the Lights and an evening meal.

September

October We have a lunch at the Nova at Prestatyn, again
as guests of the Normandy Veterans. Our 2
WRAC members are going, for the first time, to
the WRAC Dinner Club Reunion at Stafford and

are anticipating having a great time.
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November Remembrance Day is here and we have 20
ladies on Parade here in Rhyl.
December Where has the year gone, we have a Buffet

and Drinks at our Christmas Meeting. The
Christmas Dinner has been booked at the
Aberhod in Rhos-On-Sea, Colwyn Bay this
year and we are all looking forward to it.

On top of all the above activities, we have joined forces with
the Normandy Veterans to hold Bingo Evenings every other
week and 2 Table Tops to raise money for a combined
Pilgrimage to Holland in September 2001. There will be 16
ATS and WRAC on the coach, all the travel arrangements
are well in hand now.

Finally, | have been requested by one of our WAAF
Associates to thank the ladies here in Rhyl for making her
feel so welcome. She says that she has not been so
active for years, and has enjoyed all the visits to other
Branches and trips out.

If the next 6 months are anywhere near as busy as the last
6 months, | for one will be needing the trip to Holland for a
break, and rest.

SALISBURY BRANCH

We have had a relatively quiet time since our last report for
the Lioness. An outing to Exbury Gardens was much enjoyed
in May and our speaker Mrs Joan Hughes has shown some

.interesting slides taken during her tour of the Holy Land. We

have enjoyed another Faith Lunch — much too much to eat!!
— and a bring and buy sale boosted our funds.

At the annual meeting in September our officers we re-
elected. These are: Chairman Alyson Ogden, Vice-Chair
and Press Officer Gladys Pope, Secretary Joan Morgan,
Treasurer Veronica Dodkins.

Gladys Pope was very proud to represent our Area at the
Queen Mother’s 100th Pageant held on Horseguards Parade.
She hopes the squad of 10 have all recovered!! It was a
memorable and long day, the aching feet soon forgotten.

Sadly two of our members have recently died, Brigadier
Helen Meechie and Major Marian Smith. Brigadier Helen's
constant support at our branch will be greatly missed.

SHEFFIELD BRANCH

The year 2000 has been quite a busy one so far. We
started off with a lovely 2000 New Year Dinner in our
favourite pub, “The Bathfield”, they treat us so welll Next we
had a trip to the theatre to see “Happy as a Sand Bag”. Very
enjoyable, it was a musical all about the war years, which
appealed to us very much. Then came the very enjoyable
“Cardiff Reunion”. Everyone seemed to enjoy it and
especially the march!

A little later in the year we had another Dinner out of funds
which we had made from the Bring and Buy sales earlier on in
the year. We also had a Day Trip into “Bakewell” in the Peak
District. Sadly it rained all day, but we just saw the funny side
of it. One of our members, Viv Arrondale, was asked by the
Fullwood Townswomen’s Guild if she would like to give them
a talk on her war years. She was delighted to do so, and
everyone enjoyed it very much — and we say well done Viv.



Thea York Reunion want down vary wall this year. Tha Dennar
was excellent and the enteriainment very good. Everyone
who was involved with organising it should be congratulated.
They must have worked very hard 1o make it 20 enjoyabile,
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Members of Sheffield Branch ai the Area Reunion

The Bridlingion Reunion of Combined Servicas was also the
besl we have had in years and we can't wait for next years,

SHIPLEY BRAMCH

Here is our repord once again from Shiplay Branch and we
are pleased fo report that most of our members who were
on the sick list are now much improved and we were
pleazed to welcome them back fo our meetings, We were
interésted 1o read in the "Lioness” about the Reundon in
Cardifi. Unfortunately, none of our members were able fo
attend, bul a minl-bus Ioad of members did manage o
altend the Reunson at York of the Morthern Area, Thea lunch
was much better than the previous vear and they all enjoved
iha enterlainment. Also i was there that Col Cooke, who
had accepted the Cerfificate of Appreciation on behalf of
Mrs Dorothy O'Meill at Cardiff, presenied tha award fo
Dorothy to the delight of all our members.

it will soon be cur Annual Gensral Meeting once again,
whan we will discess our futura programme and enjoy the
remainder of our winter items which incluge our Christmas
Fayre 1o help raise the balance of our funds, and our usual
Christmas celebrations. So we send our greetings and best
wishes to all the hard working staff who produce the
“Lioness” and to all the othar Branches,

SHAOPSHIRE BRANCH

We wish all our friends, near and far, 8 Happy and Healthy
YWear 2001, Lasl vear flew by too quickly as usual, even the
younger pecple say s0.

In May. soma of our Members went to the 60th Anniversary
of BOD Donndngton, The celebrations includesd a Film Show
recordng the daily work from wartimea to the present day.
We had g free lunch, a four of the Depot and visited the
buidings we used to work in, a very interesling day, and
guess what?. i resulied in more recruits for us!

Im Jung, four of our members were invited by the ‘Mot
Forgotten Associalion’ 1o spend the day on the “Sevenm VaBay
Steam Radway”, fraveling from Bridgnorth to Kiddemminster.
They enfoyed a hol meal and a glass of wina, rathar like a show
version of the Oriend Express, a wonderful day.

Later in the manth, wea had a Promotion Stall at the 'Festival
2000" event in Telord Town Park, which resulted in
enquires about the Association and new members, COn 17
Jure, Lucy took our Standard to Bredington ‘Combined Ex-
Servicas Association Aeunion’, a todal ol 70 Standards were
there, After tha Service in the Priory Church, we marched
1%z miles on the hattest day of the year. In the evening we
sang and danced to our kind of music at the Spa, It was a
wonderful and moving atmosphene of comradeaship,

On 24 Jung, ‘Millennium 2000° was celebrated al the foot of
the ‘Wrekin', (our local beauty spot) with singing and
dancing. Mary local people perlormed a Communily Play
aboul the history of the area, from Cellic tmes o he
Industrial Rewolution. Cur Chris and Muriel were wvary
convincing as two gossiping Saxon ladies.

We had a good day on 1 July, 'Dawley Day', with our
Tombola Stall which also attraciad anofhar racruil for ws.

At owur July meeting we had a fareweall party for Fran
Firminger, we wera sad to bose har. Fran and husband Pater
have now maved to Livarpoal.

O 24 July, two of our members, together with other Branch
members, had a lovely time al Buckingham Palace Garden
Party, once again courlesy of tha 'Not Forgottan Association’.

Owr energetic Scoft Mills has been aon manoeuvres again,
Chmbing with others from Lianbens up Snowdon, she raised
E£112 for the Shropshine & Mid Wales Hospeoa, Nol anly that,
sha was also sponsored for a walk of 7 miles on the
Shropshire/\Welsh Border, raising anothar £58 for the Hospice.

In September we had our AGM, reinstating the same
committeg, We still have the same vanue for our mestings,
with & slight name changa. Naw it's tha HeywoodLonsdale
Residents' Lounge, on the first Wednesday of tha manth,
from 2o until 4pm,

Shropshire Branch Reunion Committee.
L-R: Beryl Lane - Secredary, Lucy Bowyer - Treasurer,
Chrig Grigg - Viee Chairman, Nancy Tipton - Chairman,

Mow we have recovared from our Reunmon activities, wa
thank all our guests for coming, and hope you had a nice
day with us. Our guests = Counclllor Mason and his wile
Bronda cerainly did. The profits from the Reenion Ratfle,
just ower E3A71, wara made up to E400 and senl to tha
WRAC Associafion,

Wea give anotbar wanm wialcorme 1o new members, this time,
Brenda Adams, |rens Wardrobe, Flo Poullsr, Brenda
Hillsley and Sylvia Gilbert,

| think that is all for this fime, best wishes 1o you all.
Lang live the ‘Lionass'.



SOMERSET BRANCH

Sadly the Branch has had 4 bereavements of late. Mrs
Janet Arscott, née Spiller on 14 February 2000, Mrs Francis
Nabb, née Skinner on 14 June 2000, Miss Dorothy Warren
also in June 2pqg§ n 4
September 2000 Thora sa %Pgﬁégﬂﬁxﬁﬁﬁé@ws
ladies she had served with. Despite enquiries and
advertising in the ‘Lioness’ her aim was never fulfilled.

On a brighter note, the branch continues to thrive, having
signed on three new members.

A most enjoyable gathering was had by all at the Dunkirk
Memorial House for retired military ladies and gentlemen.
During the meeting, Carolyn Hooper, a new member,
recognised a resident as Ex-Major Anne Holloway whom
Carolyn had served with some time ago. Another
resident, Mrs Hilda Smedley, had heard there was an
assembly of ATS ladies present, came to meet us and
promptly handed over her £5 and an application form.
Our other new member is Mrs Sheila Elliot (Provost) who
lives near Tiverton.

Our monthly meetings are well attended, mainly by regulars,
so if there are any Somerset ladies who read this, please
get in touch, you will be made very welcome. At some of the
meetings, guest speakers are present to entertain us. One
such, an ex-Sergeant of the Somerset Constabulary had the
assembly in ‘stitches’ with his real life stories of “30 years as
a copper’. Another, an ex-Prison Warder entertained us
with a talk and illustrations of life in our jails. What a
revelation of life behind bars. Most of the comments were
“They have more money and food than we do”. A most
revealing and humorous experience.

We have lunched at a pleasant local hotel accompanied by
husbands and partners. With Christmas just around the
corner, this year plans are well in hand for a Grand
Christmas Lunch at a local golf club, as a ‘combined
operations’ effort with the Taunton branch of the Royal
Military Police Association. Expectations are very high for
this event, the first of its kind for the two Branches working
together. It is hoped it will be the first of many. If any
readers are in Taunton on the second Wednesday of each
month, we would love to see you at the Royal British Legion,
Mary Street, Taunton from 11am onwards. You would be
made very welcome.

SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH

Continuing from our previous report, we have been quite
active during the last five months with June seeing us
enjoying our American Supper to which members of the
WRNS and WAAF Associations were invited. Our speaker
was one of our own members, Margaret Newcombe, who
related her experiences whilst serving on the Queens. Also
on 17 June, Gall, the daughter of our Vice-Chairman, Louise
Longhurst née Masters, held one of her popular buffet
lunches in her garden. It was a very hot summer’s day,
believe it or not.

July saw us on our first coach trip for a few years, again
on a hot summer’s day, to Stapehill Abbey and Gardens
near Wimborne in Dorset. It was very much enjoyed and
hopefully year 2001 will see us on ancther such outing.
Also on the same day, Jean Kingdon née Black and
Dorothy Ingles were thrilled to obtain tickets to attend the
Queen Mother's 100th Birthday celebrations at Horse
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Guards Parade in London. An event not to be missed

they said.

Two social evenings and a slide show of the Wild Life
Centre on Southampton Common concluded our last three
monthly meetings.

Happily our Standard has recently been very busy being
paraded by both Standard Bearers Jean Houghton née
Apps and Margaret Barham née Hope. Firstly at the Earl
Mountbatten’s Memorial Service in Romsey Abbey, and at
two 60th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain events at
Romsey Abbey and at St Marks Church, Woolston,
Southampton, and lastly at the unveiling of the new Angel of
Victory on the War Memorial at Eastleigh, the original
having been stolen ten years ago.

Greetings and best wishes are sent especially to those
members who are unable, or rarely able, to attend
meetings because of health problems, and to ex-branch
member Daphne James now residing in Australia who
avidly reads the ‘Lioness’ from cover to cover and who is
also fighting ill-health.

STAFFORD BRANCH

We continue to meet at Trinity Church on the first Wednesday
of each month and usually we have a good attendance. No
new members since the last issue of the ‘Lioness’ so we have
49 members and 3 Associate members.

‘May We celebrated our 35th Anniversary with a

meal at the Red Lion, Bradley, a village just
outside Stafford.

June A speaker was not booked for this month as
there were a number of items to be discussed.

We rounded off the meeting with a quiz.

July The Secretary now lives in a small bungalow,
and can no longer hold our Annual Coffee
Morning at her home so we decided to hold an
“Afternoon Tea” at our normal meeting place.
We included a Bring and Buy stall, which was
very successful. Leftover items were ably
auctioned off by Mrs Muriel Lakin.

August We went out to lunch again (we do enjoy our
food)! This time we opted for a different venue
— the Holly Bush at Seighford. Once again we
had a very good meal and will definitely go

there again.

September Most of the regular members were enjoying
last minute holidays so we were few in
number. Our Chairperson, Ann Deakin, gave
us a very detailed account of her visit to the
National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, near

Lichfield.

Seven of us attended the Wales and West
Reunion at Donnington on 23 September and
had a really good time. An excellent buffet!
Well done Shropshire Branch.

Five members attended the Battle of Britain
Service, followed by refreshments in the Civic
Offices. Three members attended the ATS
Dinner Club lunch held in Coventry on 30
September.



STIALING BRANCH

The branch has 4 life members and 40 annual membars
and confinues i have a good attendance at meetings in the
Mayfield Cenire on the last Saturday of each month.

Dug 1o the ge&%{:n?g}lnlﬁgmgﬁr & S%ﬁ?&? HIEH:IB
to anable the increased cost of hall rental 1o ba mel
Withouwt this aid the branch would have had 1o close and,
hopefully, future grants will be allocated,

Twanly-iwo members attended the Scollish AGM in
Glasgow City Chambers in Cciober and enjoyed a
pleazant afiemoon renewing obd friendships, A buffet
lunch was served and a pianist entertained and led the
community singing.

Stirfing Council organised a Fun Walk for over fiftles and this
leok place around the old part of Slirling on a wvary wat
aftermoon.  Historical buildings and places of interest were
noted and &t the end of the walk a quiz was hebd wherns
some interasting historical facts emearged, but no prizes
were awarded, An excellent aftermoon lea was then served
— unidhar cowar!

Dhiffculty is still baing experienced i oblaining speakars lor
Saturday aftermoons, but some of our own membears raktied
round and talks were given on memones of the “Best Timas
in the ATS", on "Running a Caravan Site in Glencog”, on
“Faith Healing® and Cookery Demonsirallons using e
“Heres one | made earker” meathod.

Members continue 1o collect "loose change™ which is sant
annusally 1o Erskine Hospltal, A cheque for £50 has been
sanl, and a chejue for E50 was also sent fo the ATS
Benevolaent Fund.

Four members attended the ACK ACK Reunion in York
at the end of July. The usual large crowd of regulars
attended and gave a big welcome to Betty Boothrovd
who was the guest speaker. She made a hit when she
started her speech with "Order, Order”. She got a
raplurous response,

The Branch wizhes lo express thesr appreckation of the work
that goes into producing the “Lioness” lwice a year, and
each issue is eagerly awaited,

STOCKPOART BRANCH

We have had a mixed year one way and anothar. Lasi
Movemnber we decided we would hold a birthday party on 16
September this year. Each meeting from then on was taken
up with arranging this and getting all our mambers involved
prepaning the stalls etc. in the meantime a few of us weant
to Cardiff. There were a It of differant thoughts about
Cardiff but we all had a nice weakend, and look forsard to
thie next one.

Back to our birthday party, As the year wore on, we woered
about geiling support from other branches, and it became
ohvicus we would have to cance! or spend a lot of money
we couldn't afford. Howewer, all that is bahind us now and
we all say "Betier luck next time”,

One of our members ientatively rode the London Eve and
enjoyed the wonderiul views up and down Obd Father
Thames, The Houses of Parliament do not look guite so
big from that angle comparad with the widlh of the river,

Thie curvature of the sarth was akso distinctive. It comes
highly recommended.!!

Back to September again! Two of our members were
invited to Taelford where they were made very welcome.
The Teflford ladies wera the hosts for the Wales and West
Reunion, This was a lovely alternoon, with a super
lunch, followed by singing {our songs) and dancing.
Thank you ladies,

We wish all gur friends & very happy 2001,

SUNDERLAND BRANCH

Sunderland Branch members who atterded the
Grond Reunion Cardifff 2000

We are still averaging arownd 20+ &t cur monthly meetings
held on the second Thursday of each month,

We recelved an invitation to Cleveland Branch's brthday
party in July and 24 of our members attended. We hired
iwo mini-buses, one driven by our Chairman, and arrived
at Cleveland Branch slightly later than planned due to
the lead driver (NOT our Chairman) taking a wrong
turning, but wa finally arrived and were vary warmly
welcomed, We had a wonderful afternoon — a very good
buffet and excellant entertalnment, but | don't krow i
we'll bg quite o welcome another time as Sunderdand
Branch won most of the raffle prizes. We are now known
as "The Swnderdand Maurauders”. Joking apard, we
thoroughly enjoved ourselves, 0 a big thank you to
Clevatand Branch.

We all anjoyed a *Ples and Peas” lunch in August and the
list for the Christmas |lunch was circwlated so membears
could ndicate thedr choice of manu.

We were aill saddened o learn of the death of ona of our
most sfalwart members — krs Ena Hold. Ena had had a
heart attack earker in the year bul seemed 10 be making a
good recovery and had accompaniad her husband o
France with the Momandy Velerans, 50 i came as a shock
o all ol us whean she died. Wea will ali miss her, and her dry
sensa of humour,

On a happier note, cur voungest member, Donna Walson,
gave birth o a son - Alexander Trevor = on 31 July. He
had to have an emergency operation when he was only
three weeks old, bul happlly he is now recoverng and
doing well. Congratulations Donna - hope to see you at
the Christimas lunch,
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SWANSEA BRANCH

ee Versi

s

Members of the branch of Veronicg Barrington’s house
where we feld our Bring and Buy Sole

After the busy maonths leading up o the Grand Reunion, life
is a litthe gubster al our meetings.

Uinfortunately our membears are dwindling, we have kost
another loyal member, Mrs Ena Davies, Ena always
managed Io atternd meetings althowgh nol 0 the best of
health, she is sadly missed.

Cwur meetings are sl hald at the Gulldhall Swansea on the
first Wednesday in the month, We had an interesting talk by
the Head Chef of the Guildhall in June with fales from the
kitchen. A few members went on an outing In July to
Liancaiach Fawr Manor House, which was very interesting.
In August we had our usual Bring and Buy sale af
Veronica's house on the front of Swansea Bay which halped
to boost gur funds, This was followed by a lovely tea with
the help of Veronica's husband and our Chairman’s sister.
Cur Sepiember masting was dominated by a discussion
regarding the Remembrance Service on 11 November at
the Brangwnyn Hall. Instead of free admittance, a charge of
E5-£10 was 0 be made with added enteriainmeant.
However, the problem has beaen solved, we now pay £1 for
programme and antrance.

We are now looking forward to our speaker in November
ard our Christmas lunch af “The Coeowich Bay Hotal”,

Cn a personal note it is sad to see the Wemblay Towers
disappear, as that is where | did my 'sguare bashing',

Wishing all members of the Association a Happy and
Healthy Mew year.

ULSTER BRAMCH

On the whole Northern Ireland has bad one of our betlar
summear seasons, “April s the croelfast month” tha poe
declaims = bul with us the sun shone and it was warrm and
dry, 3o preparations for the Associabon's Summear Owuting
on 20 May wani with a swing. Enniskilan, ae we come |,

and so did the rain and the wind., Bul not all day and
anyvway the ‘'crack” was good. [And that means
conversation over here — nof cocainel] The rast of the
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summaéar behaved itself and gur memaornes are of barbecues
and sleevealess dresses and wanm evenings,

Cur annual invitation to Kathleen Twist's Omagh group of
ihe Association was for 7 October, The sun shone on our
assorted group of 20 ATS, WRAC and wracks (whoops! =
gppaking personallyl). Our coffea-stop was in a new
location, the SUITOR GALLERY in Ballygawley. Its title
dees not indicate proposals of marriage, by the way = just
offers of excellent coffes, home-baked scones and a touch
of cullure in s adjoining art gallery. The afternocon passed
all too quickly — an excellent lunch, exchange of news and
views with old friends, the prescribed ballol  Later, the
coach ook some people down town where a beautiul
Garden of Remembrance has boen created o honour the
victims of the bomb culrage of 1998 whan 29 men, wonmen
and children kost their lives as well as unbom wing who had
been within a month o finding life.

Cir next get-logether will be in November for our AGM In
Bangor, Co. Down, | enclose 2 ‘then and now'
photographs which turned up in one of my sorting-out
campaigns. Does anyone recognise Private Trudy
Csborne, 1943, or Mrs (ex-Sgi)} Trudy Watson, 19967
Zame uniform, with the odd moth hole, similar face! A
year as Hon. Secretary of the Ulster Branch hasn't added
too many wrinkles — YET

And didn'l the 50 year old uniform do walll . .
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WEYMOUTH & PORTLAND BRANCH

Qwite & kot has happened in the last twelve months. We are
pleased to have four new members, ong ex-ATS and 3 ax-
WRAC. We wish more ex-WRAC would join us, we naed
vounger blood!

The death of Joan Biddlecombe in June saddanad us all.
She was a very dear member, and some of us attended har
funaral in Bridport 1o say "Goodbya™.

Our mestings restarted in September 1993 and included
talks on the ancient Porfland Court Leet, the second part o
‘Mursing in SE Alfrica”, and the Weymouth Lifeboat. We
wese inviled 1o visi the Lifeboat Station, and a dozen of us
went 8 few days later., We found it all very inleresting,
eapecially going on the Lifeboat, but not out to seal

We supported gur Standard Bearer, Esther Pring, at the
Remembrance Sunday Parade in Weymouth. Our usual
Christmas Social in December went well, then we had a
break until February 2000, when our meelings restarted. In
March, we enjoyed a wery good lunch at the “Sea Cow
Restaurant”,

Sevaral mambers went 1o the Grand Re-Union in Cardiff and
had & vary good weekend. We were all disappointed nod o
win a Rafflie Prize, bul two of the members got their
photograph printed in the Mo, 272000 edtion of “The Lioness’,

We ware in the Annual Velerans' Parade in Weymouth on
18 June and were joined by members of other branches,
Esther Pring camied our Branch Standard, looking wery
smart as ahways. The weather was excellent and all the
WiWII wehicles browght back memories. Latar that wesk we
had ouwr stall on the Sea Front and were pleased o send
£120 to the Banevalent Fund.

The Summear Duling in July was to Powderham Castle and
Dawlish Warren. The weather was perfact which helped to

make it a good day,
Wa had our susnmer break and retumed Yresh” in Seplember,

Esther carmied cur Standard at the 60th Anniversary Service
of the Batile of Britain. She had a fall leaving the church and
has decided o retire, We are all sormy, but understand that
her health and (dare | say it) advancing years, hava made it
increasingly harder far her to carry on. Well done Esther,
vou did us prowd.  Any volunteers?

The Borough Millennivm guitted wall hanging was unvailed
in July and it was nics to see our ATS badge on it. The final
rasting place is yat fo be decidad.

Al the Branch AGM on 3 October, all the Commilies, except
Edna Kerry, were re-slected. Edna has had health
protems, bul, despite this, worked hard for o vears
Thank you Edna., One of our new ex-WRAC members,
Diane Lawrence has accepted the post, and we know she
will be a great asset o us (she has a Word Processorlf)
Edna will be her Assistant Secretary,

We are hosting the Area Re-Union on & May 2001 and the
pans have all been completed. We welcome all the
members of our Area to sunny Weymouth.

Cur membership is sfill strong and we hold mesatings in the
RMA Club at Weymouth on the first and third Tuesday of
the month.

WILMSLOW BRAMNCH

Since the last report we have been very active in our
O Way.

Martin Bell came to our Anniversary Lunch at The
Finewood. He spoke to us about his life as a BBC joumakist
and later as our MP. He invited us o visit the Houses of
Parliament and this we will do in Movember when we are in
Londaon for the Remambrance Parada. Whilst thare we will
go io St Margarets and place our crosses in memory of
family and friends we have lost.

On Saturday 11 Movembear we are having allemaoaon tea at
tha Savay Hotel, a far cry from the MAAF] during the war.

The Brtish Legion of Cheshire is holding a Festival of
Remambrance on 4 Mowember al the Leisure Cenlre,
Wilmeslow, and some of 15 hope to attend

It iz with & tinge of sadness thal we say goodiyve o Batty
Masierman, bt our loss is Wales's gain, We have
enjoved her membership of our branch, but we wish her
weall in her new life, We will be seeing her in London in
Mowvember.

Char Christmas Lunch is at our usual watering hola, Tha
Pinewood, and will ba on Thursday 7 Decamber 2000. We
lnak forward 1o the naxt year's activities,

WIMBELDON BRANCH
Wea continue to meet, usually on the second Friday of each
month al the Wimbledon Community Centre.  Our
attendances vary between 20 and 25 members subject to
weather and transport,

In April we held a Bring and Buy Zale which helped us to
meet the ever increasing cost of our mesting room.
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We were joined in May by Joanna Bogle, a local author, who
spoke about “Celebrating Traditional Feats and Seasons”,

Eight of our membars mal in Kingsion on 7 June and
caughl a bus to Richmond to visit The Star and Garter
Home on me We were iien a qui four of
the Home g RRRFE SV KIFRAGKSINS ol
admired the view of the sweep of the Thames from the
grounds at the back of the Home., We had a most
enjoyable and interesting afterncon and plan to visit the
lzcal Poppy factory in the future,

We always hold a mid-season Tea Party in June and woea
plaased to walcoma Mrs Eileen Carter as our gusst of hanour,

In July we asked gur members to tell us of their hobbies and
interests. One brought along a collection of wrapped sugar
lemps from mamy different couniries; another researches
Family Histories and explained how to find out about our
ancestors. Knitting and handicrafts weare also brought along
for us o admire.

We do pol have an indoor meeting In August but our
President opens her garden and invites us to tea on a
Sunday afternoon. This year the weather smiled on us and
seventeen people including husbands met ic enjoy delicious
refreshments and ots of chatter. Thank you Iris for making
s 50 walcomea,

In Septambear we were visiled by an officer from the local
police siafion. He brought with him lteraiure on creme
prevention and how o make your homes secure. He also
spoke of how (o be aware when oul on the stree! and showed
us samples of drugs which are in commoen use and told of the
methods by which they are inhaled, injected ste. Although he
thought he would be unable o talk for more than three
quarters of an hour — it was an hour and a half by the iima he
answered all cur members’ questions and took hs leave,
Thank you Inspector Simons for a very interesting afternoon,

WINCANTOM BRANCH

We have had another busy time since our last Repori, but
finged with sadness at the death of our Chairman Mally
Clay, a founder member. She is greslly missed,

We enpoyed a Christmas bultel and lunch with deliciouws
food provided by members. This was tollowed by & hilarows
Beatle Drive, with Santa Claus instead of Beatle.

Wincanton Branch enjoyving their annual outing
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In May we had a coffee moming with a Cake & Bric-a-Brac
stall which ralsed E160. Many thanks to all those hard
working members.  June saw us manning a stall in
Wincanion Streat Market 1o celabrate the Millarnium.

Our outing this year was fo the Blandford Signals Museum
with lunch first af the delightful Plough Inn,

The Museurmn was very ineresting, giving all aspacts of
signalling, and ona of cur members amazed us by receiving
and sending the Morse she had learnt 60 years ago.

We had our Summer Meeting in the lovely gardens of one
of our members. [T was a hol sunny day and wa enjoyed
our picnic under shady garden umbrallas - this was
followed by a fiendish quiz of anagrams prepared by our
Secretary Beryl,

We have had a pumber of interesting speakers. These
incleded a family doclor who spoks aboul Mew Zealand
from whence he had just returned, and Miss Betty Clay who
spoke aboul Morhern Rhodesia {now Zambia) where she
hiad lived for many years.

We are only a small branch, but our monthly meeatings are
wall attanded. Mew mambars would ba warmby walcomed.

WORTHING BRANCH

Our happy branch conbinues to meet on the second Friday
of each month, excepling August. Cur mambers come from
a few mikes out of Worhing, which makes ocrganising

Crangport for outings quite difficult to arrange.

Chir activities have been guile vared, starting last
Decambear {93) with a Chrstmas Lunch al the Kingsway
Hotel in Warthing which 34 members enjoyed, and will ba
repeated again this year,

On 14 January the commiftes and many helpers arranged a
Buffet Lunch for approximately 50 guests including 3
members from Bexhill, Eastbourng, and Haslings, also 3
WRMNS and 3 WAAFs from local branches,

Wea aim to give our members lems of interast throughou
the year whenaver possibla,

February A talk and demonstralion was given called
costumes through the ages.

March Bring and Buy and chatiar,

April Hearing Dogs for the Deaf.

My The Water Board {Thow how)

June AGM.

Juily Smith Klein Beecham

September Memorabilia meeting and Bring/Buy.

Ociober Amusing meeting on BB guesis

Movember Speaker on Re-cyding our Waslte,

Dacembar  Chrisimas Lunch.

in April our Secretary and one other member represented
us al Cardil AGM. They mel many familiar faces and
reported back to membears,



A small party of us joinad the [ozal British Legion on a ing 1o
the Poppy Factory at Richmond, In May we had a visit to
the Houses of Parllament and were ghven a guided tour.
Agaln with the Brilish Legion, we went to the Roval Hospital
al Chelzea and visgited thelr vary inleresting axhibition,

In July, 4 mam%%&ﬁ%%gﬁﬁ%mggﬁgﬂegg&%ew

and cream fea which was enjoyed by all,

WOLVERHAMPTON BRANCH

Cir membership is more or less static. We have had three
new members notified by Association HG, Al have bean
contacted, and to date one has aitended the mestings. One
member has recently died and three members have fallen
by the wayside — in other words they have nol kept up their
subscriptions.  Wae slill have approximately 20 members
attanding the mesting each month, which is quite a good
showing as some of our members liva over 2 wide area.

This has been the vear of the Grand Reunion which took
place al Cardifl. It was a greal success and everyons who
atterrded enjoyed . An ouling was arranged for a Canal
Trip and this was pronounced a success. In July one of our
members, Dorothy Haydon, invited us 1o visit her home in
Stafford, This was thoroughly enjoyed by all. The Area
Reunion was held at Shropshire in September. Mext year
2001 will be hosted by Leicester with the help of Ashby da
la Zouwch. Owur AGM s in October and plans are gaing
ahead for the Chrisimas Lunch,

AUSTRALIAN STYLE
Joyee Seward, Unit 32 - & Sepla Court, Rockingham,
Western Australia 6168

Mews of our little crowd in the Perth Metropolitan region in
this our Olympic Yaar.

Whitst we do not meet on-a regular basis it seams we arg
sefiling Into a pattern of having at least bwo lunch “get
togeihars’ par year, when lhosa ex-ATS/WRAC who are
interested gather al the Retumed Services League Club in
Perh for what is termed a “Blackboard Lunch®,  Whilst
about 7O Invitations are sen oul, our attendance numbers
average aboul 30-35, and believe ma, we all thoroughly
anjoy the occasion. Whean we had ouwr last lunch in May it
was unforiunate that the buses in our Morthem suburbs
went on sirike, and some ladies wera laft with no means of
getting into the City. Thelr presence was missed bt the
numbers wera supplemented by an equal numbar who
arnved unexpactedly.  Agamn when leaving | was askad,
"Whan's the nexi one?" which will be in Movember, bafore
the hectic Chrisimas round of barbeques and "wind-ups®,

Localty here in Rockingham, the area from whene most of our
‘girls’ come, wea meat more olten for a cup of coffes, a laugh
and a nattar at one of our baachfront cafes - vary enjoyable
in the summer weather, a wee bit draughly just now! (July)

Of course "Ohympecs” is hol’ in this country, amd whilst many
from Western Australia (WA) will be unable to attend in
parson, we have al least had the thell of having - and seeing
= the Cymipic Flame fouring arownd the counfry, Hundreds
of selected volunieers of all ages, (12 - 85 that | know of) and
of all wpes of physical capablity, have participated. Each
chosen runner, carmying an Ofympsc torch, runs in relay a
distarca of 500 maftres at the end of which they ignite ha
torch of tha nest unner, And so in fike manner will the Flamsa
traved to Sydmey. | am enclosing a photograph which |
thought the readers of the "Lioness" might be interested in.

it is one of our ‘girls’ who had the thrill of being a ‘nennear’ in
her localty of Mandurah, JOY JEFFES (nde FEATHER)
WA TEESD served as a clerk from 18942-46. Joy says sha
was overwhelmed by the wondrows reception the runners
received from the crowds lbining the sireets, cheering,
clapping and waving flags. Then, at the end of her rum, she
axpanancad ‘fame’ as adulls and childran crowdad around,
eager 1o fouch or hold the torch and be photographed
holding the torch or with Joy. MNever has she had so many
photographs taken, or autographed so many T-Shifs! Az a
matter of interest each runner was givan their shir, socks
and shorts, They were also given the option to purchase the
torch they camied at a cost of $352 (£141.00) & bought
before the infroduction of our GST (Goods and Senices
Tax), or 3375 (£150.00) i bought on the day of the ‘run’,

Hympic Torch Runner
Sih July 2000, Mondureak, Western Australio

One of cur number has beft WA for Queensiand. MAISIE
SIMS (nde CRAFTS) WW361848 Driver 1948-51 has gone o
soltle in Dueensland. | have exiracted a promisa Irom her
that sha foo, wvia tha use of lettars to the Community Paper
will try and contact local ex- ATSAWRAC. We will miss her
but loak forward to hearing from her once she has sefttled.

| am looking forward to my copy of the "Lioness®, due to
arrive any day now, and am sagerly awaiting news of your
Reunion, and hopefully more articles from ex-WRAC
membars from 1249 onwards,

Dne commeant from my grand daughter when looking at the
photegraphs published of 'gifls' in uniform, whather taken
in groups or singulary - “Granny you a2l locked and
dressed alike!l!"

Clur best wishes to all,
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Letters

Dear Editor

| was horrified BINE OISOV LSS VErsion ca

representative on Council, the fact that Branches are not
making welcome the ex WRAC members, and talk of
possible solutions such as virtually separating the ex ATS
and ex WRAC or putting a new rule in the book stating we
must be made welcome is surely an insult to the intelligence
of all members. If only all members would read the latest
enrolment form they may realise that the Association does
not spring from the ATS we were formed in 1919, twenty
years before the existence of the ATS.

Looking at our family history, this makes the former QMAAC
the Grandmothers, the ATS are the mothers and the former
WRAC the daughters.

In normal families does mum say you are younger than me
and have different interests therefore | won't meet you? Of
course not, with a little give and take on both sides views can
be exchanged and both parties can learn from the other and
even begin to enjoy the company of the other generation.

Please ladies start acting like adults and not like members
of 3 different political parties. Life is too short for petty family
squabbles and after all we don’t really want the ‘family’ to
die out do we?

Jean Cundy-Borge
former Driver Jean Evans (acting L/Cpl) W371578

DO YOU WANT THE LIONESS?
Dear Editor

| was concerned to hear at the 2000 AGM that our
magazine, “The Lioness”, is in the red by several thousand
pounds. This vital link between members, branches, and
Headquarters seems to be in danger of bankruptcy.

Anyone who has had to balance the books of an
organisation would feel that there are two courses of action
open to them when they are in deficit. They are:-

1. To reduce expenditure, and
2. Toincrease income.

Could we not use a less expensive glossy format, or find a
cheaper printer? Is it possible to carry more advertising?
Judging by the amount of mail, and TV adverts aimed at the
retired e.g. bath hoists, stair-lifts, pension schemes — and,
dare | say funeral expenses! -, “The Lioness” would seem to
be a useful advertising outlet.

What do other branch members think about the future of
THEIR magazine, and how to make it viable?

Mrs Betty Mitchell,
50 Revell Park Road, Plympton, Plymouth PL7 4EL

WHY WE NEED THE LIONESS
Dear Editor
Many thanks to those who helped me contact Sandra

Brownbridge (Lioness 2/2000), especially Jill and Yvonne.
Sandra’s sister was most grateful.
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Sandra asked “What is the Lioness”™?!! So to everyone
reading this wonderful magazine can | ask — do you have
old contacts who do not know about the WRAC
Association? Get in touch, get them to join. Too many of
us were never told about it.

Gladys W Pope (née Jones) W/389156
11 Lynch Close, Mere, Wiltshire BA12 6EL

Dear Editor

Over the years | have often wondered what has happened
to my ex (and now old) Army friends.

However, | recently met Jo Anscombe, a member of the
Hereford branch, when she was visiting a neighbour of
mine. We had an interesting chat and she gave me details
of your Association which | joined immediately. | was
surprised, and pleased, to see in Lioness 2/2000, details of
the ex members of 504 Bty together with an excellent photo
of them at the Westminster Field of Remembrance. | have
since been in contact with Mrs Betty Deeny of the Greater
London Branch and have sent her photostats of snaps
taken at Blandford in 1941.

She has been in contact with another ex member of 504 Bty
in the hope that someone will remember me, and that we
may be able to make contact.

“Hoping to hear some good news.

Mrs K Cooke,
8 St Ives Court, Albert Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire
GL52 3JY (Ex 504(M) HAA Bty RA (1941-2))

Dear Editor

Mrs M Dowson, Lioness 2/2000 was concerned that
Dovercourt was unknown to people. In early 1943, | and
another soldier were returning from a course early one day.
Knowing this meant Guard Duties he suggested we spend
the day at a mixed gun-site he had been attached to. This
Battery was 554 at Dovercourt. On this visit | met a
seventeen year old ATS Mavis Fry, who became my
wonderful wife till | lost her in 1992.

Mrs Dowson, hardly a day goes by without me thinking of
Dovercourt and meeting my future wife.

Mr W Court (ex Honourable Artillery Company),
Marsh Acres, High Lane, Sloothby, Alford, Lincs LN13 9NR

Dear Editor

I am writing to thank you for publishing in the Lioness
2/2000, Page 14, my resume of my service in the WRAC
from 1952 to 1959.

I am very pleased that | have been reunited with Val Young,
Dorothy Hilt (Slym Whiles) and Stella Fogg (née Hills), all from
BAOR. 1 attended the WRAC Dinner Club at Stafford, where
I met up with Kath Hughes - great memories of the car which
four of us bought for £20. It was tied together with string and
its clutch held together with a hairpin. (None of us could even
drive!). A visit to the drivers’ block got us on the road for a very
litle while, but the CO wasn't very happy about the car's
condition, so it had to go, but where to we don’t know!



I would like to thank Ann Butler Deakin for all her efiorts in
making a memorable weekend. It was such a sucoass that
I am looking forward to the next. My advice fo those who
havenl been bacausa they haven't anybody 1o go with, go
O YO DN —lguu won't be alone for long, .

DF Compressor Free Version
Thank you Lioness, Thank you Ann ard your Commitiea.

Mrs D Simpson (W/378013 Cpl Daphne Lane), 56 Latimer
Drive, Beeston, Nottingham NGO 3HT

Dear Editor

| read the letter from Mrs E Powell, Mandurah W A, asking i
ary member was in a Drum and Bugle Band. | was in 484
H(M} AA Bty and in 1942 our Site Commander wanted o
forrm & marching band, we practisad bebweean our duties.

Wa played at church parades, foolball matchas in East Anglia
end Balgium in 1944 and then, when the war ended, wa want
on a tour of Wesl Germany and Denmark,

Mrs Evelyn O'Meill, 33 Bede Bum View, Jarmow, Tyne &
Waar ME3Z 5P0

BRANCH LOCATIONS
Dear Editor

| read with berast the letier from J K Green (Lioness 202000
page 56) prompting more ex-WRACS to become members of
the Association. | became a life member on 12 February
1996, Snce becoméng a member | have unfortunately nol
been able 1o atend any of the Branch mestings. When | ved
in Surrey, my nearest branch was in Hampshina, whan | Boad
in Bridgwater my nearest Branch was Westam-Super-Mare,
now 1 live in Boston my nearest Branch is tha Morfolk and
Suffolk Branch, situated in Morwich. | don'l drive 50 have no
way of attending any of the mestings as the distance Is too
great. Suraly | am not the only mambaer living in the county of
Lincolnshire, thare must ba more of you cut there who arg In
the same boal a5 me. | would be very interesied o haar from
any mambers whd would like to start a branch in ar arcund the
Boston area. | am sure that if branches were more accessile
mare members would fake an active par therety getting mare
ngw mambers by being able io publicise the Association.

Finalty, | wholehearedly suppori J K Green, so come on
girls, get recruting.

J W Burchett-Vass (née Veneass)
“Hi Hodmna", Station Road, Old Leakea, Boston,
Lincaolnshire PE22 300

CALLING LIFE MEMBERS
Daar Editor

| recently realised how many years i1 1s sinca [ took out life
membership, and as a resull how little the Lioness had
03l me for the pleasures of keeping in touch with tha
Corps and its successors since my retiremant, A call to
Corps HO determined that Life membership is for life, but
& donation to the Association for the Lioness would ba
appreciated. | wonder it there are others like me who over
the years have just read ihe Lioness with pleasura, and
attended rewnions, but not thought about the amazing
value one was geiting from Life Membarship
subscription? If reading this you feel a furthar donation
would be a good idea and you pay income tax do contact
Corps HO for a Gift Aid Declaration to accompany your
cheque then they can reclaim the Tax, better it goes to the
Lioness than te the Chancellor!

Mame and Address supplied

“JHH THE ATS"
Drear Editor

For the past few years | have visited Liangollen with my
hugband and as he is a Rail Enthusiast, we always vislt the
Raibway Station,

Approaching the Booking Office is a Poster "Join the
ATS" and when | have seen it over the years | get a
feeling of nostalgia,

Enclosed is a photo of the Poster, | thought ax ATS
membars would be inferested,

Barbara Larman Ex ATS W/131288 LCp
12 Freeboard Road, Marborough Road Soulh,
Leicestar LE3 2N
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HEAD OF WRAF, BUT, WHERE DID SHE START?
Dear Editor

Air Commandant Dame Anne Stephens DBE was head of
the Women'’s Royal Air Force from 1960 to 19683.
PDF Compressor Free Version

After she left school she joined the ATS and six months
before the war in 1939 she was appointed Commander of
No. 27 (County of Gloucester) RAF Company, a component
of the ATS. She subsequently became a WAAF but she
started as an ATS.

Maybe, we now elderly ATS were considered not quite as
“upmarket” as the WAAF and WRNS. So, put a feather in
your caps ladies, Dame Anne rose from the ATS.

Best wishes to all Lioness staff. Keep up the good work.

Mary Santer,
74 Walkern Road, Benington, Herts S92 7LS

EXPLODING RATS & COW DUNG!
Dear Editor

Wimbledon Branch members certainly had cause to sit up
when watching the 6 o’clock TV News on the BBC
recently. We were surprised to see our Marjorie Hindley
talking about exploding rats and imitation cow and camel
dung being designed during her service with the SOE.
What a pity she was unable to give a talk at the London
Area Reunion Dinner, which she organised, because of
the 60 year secrecy ban.

Marjorie has talked to us about her career as a dress
designer. Maybe we can look forward to some very
interesting tales in the future.

Doris Lee, 5A Burbank, 71 Dukes Avenue, New Malden,
Surrey KT3 4HP

ROYAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION
Dear Editor

Former ATS and WRAC personnel who served with or were
attached to a Royal Engineer unit should be eligible to join
the Royal Engineers Association if they wish.

The Crawley branch is primarily concerned with S E England,
South London, Surrey, Kent, East and West Sussex.
However | do have a list of other branches and contact
addresses but not phone numbers. Alternatively anybody
can contact Chatham direct on 01634 822407/2 or write to:

The Deputy Controller R E A
Brompton Barracks
Chatham

Kent ME4 4UG

Tony Muir, Hon Treasurer/Membership Secretary,
“Dockray”, No. 1 Perryfield Road, Southgate, Crawley, West
Sussex RH11 8AA Tel No: 01293 520515

THANKYOU
Dear Editor

On 29 October 2000 | did a three mile sponsored walk
for Breast Cancer, in Birmingham. It was called “Walk
for Hope”.

I would like to thank all the ladies from the WRAC Dinner
Ciub who sponsored me, also all the ladies in the
Birmingham Branch. | raised £305.50.

So once again thankyou for all your support.

LIFE IN KOSOVO
Dear Editor

The article “Memories of Kosovo” from WOII Kemp was very
interesting. | had heard about the shoe factory in Skopje,
also the accommodation in Pristina from my grand-daughter
who is in the Army and now back in Germany. | used to
send her parcels quite often, toiletries, chocolate and foot
spray (for the boys) - she said they all had smelly feet. . She
was very annoyed when the mice got into their tents. The
raspberry ruffles | sent out in the parcel were eaten by the
mice. She was with Allied Rapid Reaction Corps and says
the sight of the refugees will stay with her forever and that
when they started to come back to Kosovo the children were
waving banners and shouting, “we love you NATO”. They
had flowers and would give them to the troops.

My eldest son joined the Royal Marines, my second son
joined the Royal Welsh Fusiliers and now my grand-
daughter is in the Army. They all say | influenced them with
my stories of life in the Army.

Mrs Irene Pugh (ex W/342867 Lewis | 144 Provo Coy,
M.E.L.F.), 48 Compton Close, Breacon, Powys LD3 9PH
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Maureen Deeley, 5 Bayston Road, Kingsheath
Birmingham B14 5AS
“THANKS FOR CARDIFF”
Dear Editor
I've just read through your Lioness 2/2000. | am

an Honorary Member of “The British Ex-Service
Women’s Association” in Adelaide, South Australia and
was very lucky and privileged to travel with the “girls”
to England at the end of March tc attend the Reunion in
Cardiff 2000.

Although unable to attend the Dinner, | did go along in the
afternoon and was able to purchase some souvenirs and
meet lots of friendly people.

| again attended the Sunday Church Service, it was a
wonderful feeling to be there and something | will never forget.

Our accommodation at Lincoln House Hotel was excellent,
I’'m so glad that | was able to join the celebrations. It was
great to see our President Mrs Edna Simson in one of the
photos featured in the Lioness.

| travelled to Cardiff with my friend Mrs Grace Perrott
(née Calder) ex-ATS. Although she never met any of her
old wartime friends, we certainly enjoyed a fantastic
weekend and say a big thank you to everyone involved,
it was great.

Lesley Mackay,
16 Albert Street, Seaton 5023, South Australia



Application for Membership

To the General Secretary

THE WRAC A fﬁg .
AGC Centre V?or i E\/‘cﬁv&{\bressor Free Version

Winchester Hampshire
S021 2RG

| wish to join the WRAC Association as a Life Member and enclose £50 cheque
OR

I enclose £5 cheque for Annual membership which is in payment of the first annual subscription up to the 31 December.

DAt i SIGNALUIE ..o

Subscriptions include “LIONESS” (Please complete in Block Letters)

QMAAC/ATS/WRAC/TAVR Army Number

Last Rank held (Present Rank if Sl SEIVING) .. ...ue e e e e

SUIMIAIMIE Lot e et MISS/MIS/MS .o

Christian Names

Surname when serving

Address for Correspondence

........................................................................................................... POSt COE.....oovviiiieie e
LI 1T ) T 0T SRS
L Lo TE ST [T [T =T 77 o= T PSSP
Date of Enrolment ... Date of Release .........ccocviviiiiiii e
DECOTAlIONS ...e ittt e Date of Birth ...,
WRAC SWEATSHIRTS FOR SALE OVERSEAS PAYMENTS
Bottle Green Sweatshirts, Polo shirts and T-shirts )
embroidered with the WRAC badge Please note that in future, all payments for

subscriptions, postage and memorabilia will
only be accepted In Sterling.
Other colours available Please ask your bank for a Money Order
Also or Sterling Cheque.
Knitted WRAC Dolls

Sizes 36 — 46

We regret to have to impose this restriction,

. ! but due to the vagaries of exchange rates,
Miss B P Butcher, 15 Westwood Drive, Swanpool, L f f
Lincoln the majority of overseas payments fall

Tel: 01522 878413 significantly short of the amount due.

Price List and Further Information from:
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Poems

“FRIENDSHIP”
PD]ST Comg)gg%srgE)IFBl;ee Version

ubmitte anch

There’s a miracle of friendship that dwells within the heart
And you don't know how it happens or where it gets its start.

But the happiness it brings you always gives a special lift,
And you realise that friendship is God’s most perfect gift.

Anon

“DEAR LORD”
Submitted by Newcastle Branch

Today Dear Lord, I'm 80 and

There’s so much | haven’t done

| hope, Dear Lord, you'll let me live until 'm 81
But then, if | haven't finished all | want to do,
Would you let me stay awhile —

Until I'm 82.

So many places | want to go

So very much to see —

Do you think you could manage to make it 837
There is so much in store

I'd like it very much to live until 'm 84.

And if by then, I'm still alive,

I'd like to stay ‘til 85 —

More planes will be up in the air,

So I'd really like to stick around

And see what happens to the world when | am 86
| know, Dear Lord, it's much to ask

(And it must be nice in heaven)

But | would really like to stay until 'm 87.

Now by then | won’t be fast and sometimes will be late:
But it would be so pleasant to be around at 88

I will have seen so many things and had a wonderful time
So, I’'m sure that I'll be willing to leave at 89....

Maybe.

I’'m 90, Lord, my mind is sound;

| like it here — | can still walk around,

My time is limited, | know, and someday, I'll have to go!
I’'m not greedy or guided by fears;

| want to see what happens in the next few years.

I’'m sure you've heard this plea before,

But my bags will be packed at 104.

“Gladys”
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THE QUEEN MOTHER’S PAGEANT 19™ JULY

After weeks of rain the forecast was good,
The sun would shine down the whole day,
The IRA had different ideas

To spoil this centenary

A bomb on the line — Ealing Broadway it was
Another in Whitehall | heard.

Parliament Square was targeted 100,

That's where they planted the third

But they reckoned without our English pride

We weren’t defeated — oh no!

We got into London by different routes

Determined to get to the show.

Queenie and Bet, just two in the crowd

Ending up South of the river —

Westminster Bridge closed and the Underground too,
‘Oh Lord can you please deliver?’

He must have been with them as Betty queued
For a taxi — it took half an hour,

Then that bridge-once too far — was open again,
What's the time? — a quarter to four!

They crept and they crawled through traffic and heat
To a point near to Horse Guards Parade.
Then they walked quite a way-up steps and up stairs

-To their seats — “Thank you God’ — in the shade.

Well you've all seen the show, you know it was good,
The only remark they would add,

The atmosphere was so friendly and warm,

What a great time everyone had.

To finish the day they had a young man

Who took them out on the town,

He wined them and dined them, escorted them back
Thank you Andrew — time for us to lie down.

Mrs Betty Mitchell W/42300

SCARLET POPPIES

Scarlet poppies growing in the field
Where so many soldiers were killed
Fighting to help to win the war

And preserve the peace for evermore

They braved the very heavy guns,
The shells and wire they did not shun.
Over the top they made their way -
For some it was the end of day

The guns went on roaring away

And lads died where they lay

But the struggle had to go on

For this was the “Battle of the Somme”

Yes, poppies grow where brave hearts lay
And are a symbol to this day.

They fought for Britain and peace

And remembrance we will always keep

C E Brimfield



WHAT ARE SENIORS WORTH ?
Did you know that old folk are worth a fortune.

Silver in their hair, gold in their teeth, stones in their kidneys,

lead in theirfePtB h S§ a‘;ﬁ% |V§\'l]|esli gpme
a little older since | as??aw ﬁ)\i& qapw [o ar?ges avescome
into my life. Frankly, | have become a frivolous old girl. |
am seeing five gentlemen every day.

As soon as | wake up Will Power helps me out of bed. Then
I visit John. Next it is time for Mr Kellogg, followed by the
refreshing company of Mr Tetley, or my other friend | just
call by his initials P.G. Then comes someone | do not like
Arthur Ritis. He knows he is not welcome but he insists and
-what is more, he stays for the rest of the day. He does not
like to stay in one place at a time so he takes me from joint
to joint. After such a busy day, | am really tired and glad to
go to bed with Johnny Walker. What a life. Oh yes, | am
flirting. The minister called the other day and said “at my
age | should be thinking of the hereafter”. | told him, “Oh |
do, all the time. No matter where { am, in the bedroom,
kitchen, sitting room, or even in the garden. | stop and ask
myself ..... now what am | here after?

Anon

DAYDREAMS

Why do | behave this way?

| am so wise most people say.

I’'m in a daze, what's on my mind?
Reality is far behind.

Forgotten daily routine things

| live the joy that a daydream brings.

My daydream is a peaceful place,
With mountains, lake and open space,
With no one near to bother me

I'm like a child, young and free.

But daydreams have to end sometime,
And this I'm afraid, is the end of mine.

A poem for you from me.

Anon

A DAY TO REMEMBER!!
Another poem from “Mary”, submitted by Capt Bill Leonard.

At last, at last — oh wondrous day

For we've been praised, yes, praised, today.
The CSM came with a beam

- Said ours the nicest room she’d seen.
(The shock it very nearly killed us

and yet with cheer and courage filled us)
We staggered round the camp a daze
She so inspired us with her praise.

We argued as we ironed the frills —
Removed all dust from window sills.
Scrambled aloft to dust the beams —

We argued till our throats were sore
Should we buy oak stain for the floor???
We argued morning noon and night

On plans to make the room more bright.

uMaryn

THE SECOND WORLD WAR EXPERIENCE

The Second World War Experience Centre was created to
save a crucial part of our heritage. The aim of the Centre
is to rescue the surviving personal evidence of the men
and women who participated in the Second World War in
whatever capacity. The Centre is not only concerned with
prominent soldiers, sailors and airmen, but with the daily
civilian and military experience of all manner of men,
women and children in every community during wartime,
both Allied and Axis. The collection being preserved for
posterity includes wartime letters, diaries, photographs,
maps, newspapers, books, official papers and “three
dimensional material” evoking the period as well as tape-
recorded interviews with veterans. The intention is to
make such material available to researchers, students
and to the general public so that an understanding of the
experience of those who fought in this conflict can be
developed and remembered.

The Centre has approached our Association to see if
anyone would like to assist them in their work in any of
the following ways:

® Donating relevant material or recording your
recollections in writing or on tape

® Giving a few hours voluntary help on a regular basis,
for example in tape recording veterans for the oral
archive

® Becoming a Friend of the Centre. In return for an
annual subscription, currently £15 within UK, Friends
receive twice yearly copies of the journal “Everyone’s
War” together with other benefits, including advance
notice of events organised by the Centre.

If you are interested in the Second World War
Experience Centre and would like to get more
information, please contact:

The Second World War Experience Centre

6 — 8 York Place, Leeds, West Yorkshire, LS1 2DS
Tel: 0113 2450475

E-mail: enquiries @ war—experience.org

Website: http://www.war-experience.org

WRAC SNCOs AND WOs
ANNUAL DINNER

The WRAC SNCOs and WOs Annual Dinner for
the year 2001 is due to be held at Louisburg
Sergeants’ Mess, Bordon on Saturday 16 June.

Any ex or serving member wishing to attend
should contact:

WO2 (CSM) Kaz Smith,
14 GS Coy, 6 Bn REME, Tidworth, Hants SP9 7DR

Tel: 01980 603156 Mil: 94342 3156

Numbers will be limited, so a first come first
served basis will apply.
Accommodation will be available.
More details on application.

Book early — avoid disappointment!
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Obituary

BRIGADIER HELEN GUILD MEECHIE CBE, MA, LLD — 1938-2000

Ompressor Free Version

It is fittmg thal we should remamber Helan here in 5t
Andrew's Church of Scofland on Cusen’s Avenue al
Aldershot; the home of the British Army, whera S0 many
soldiars and nof least Halen have servad at some bime since
Maorth and South Camps were created; soldiers to whom
namés such as Rushmoor, Long Valley, Twasealdown and
Lafians FPlain wera commonpladca.

Halen, bom in Dundes in 1538 and with a degrea of Modam
Languages from SI Andrew's Unbversity, repored o the
Womens Royal Ay Corps School of Instruction in Sugust
1960, Thiz establishment was always known as Liphook
bacause in those days of fewer motor cars {and partculary
not for students!) the detraining station was Liphook. As a
University anfrant, Helen lived in the Oficer Cadet Mess but
was nequired 1o attend ondy a shor Commissioning Courss
which, for her, was completed in December of that year.

Postings as a Subaltern Officer followed, Who nowadays
has heard of Robin Hood Gate or Marchingion?

It soon became apparent to her contemporanies, amongst
others, that Helen was a ‘flyer' and thal she warranted
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‘carear postings’. Thease weara not of har choice bul were
those of senior officers ol the day who wished her Army
experience and background to be breadened.

Of these postings ona was o Cyprus as a Sfaff Captain
A (lor those not corversant with Army abbreviations of
those days, A" Branch dealt with all matters affecting the
soldier as an Individual; nol operational matters nor
supplyving the Army with iz material needs), She was, in
fact, later posted 1o Homg Kong where she did deal with
thesa other stalf subjects,

Whikst in Dhekalia, Helen was tasked with the revision of a
Families Guide Book. This book received universal acciakm,
fualbed as It was by the outpourings of the ublquitous coffes
pot of & fellow WRAC officer on the staff there at the time,

It iz also now known that whist in Cyprus a pedformance of
“Moyves Fludde” was armanged. Helen played the celio in the
orchesira,  An informant states “I do not think that many
people know that she was a cellist”, The informant was
undoubtedty right!

Helen's career was not that of a “blue stocking™ and it would
therefore not do her justice simply io provide a detailed list
of postings.

Sha represanted the Army at Inter-Service leval in both
tennis and hockey, and her infroduction to golf is now known
o have octurréd long bafore she was stationsd in
Aldershot. With friends, she was camping under canvas
somewhara in UK and at nightiall had pitchad lant on an
apparantly suitable stretch of greensward. At dawn,
unaccouniable objects weara falling on the temt, and
inveshgation caused agually unrecognised shouts of “fore™.
History doas not relate on which faireay of which goli
course his happenad, bul undoubledly it did.

Belore her posting to Germany, on promodion o Lieutenant
Colonel, Helen attended a course al tha National Defence
College at Latimer.

She febll al homa in RHEINDAHLEM, the "Homa of the
British Arrny OF the Rhire®, with ancther Qusen's Avanue as
itg main thorouwgh-fare; a road which led nol only 1o Halland
in minutes but passport free travel o all other surrcunding
counfries.  She enjoved this facility o the full with the
freedom thal fast roads gave her,

Oiher long journeys by road were taken, mainly after
refirgmant, to visit friends in Scotland for whom she was
always a welcome guest. Some will remember Helen for
her own generous hospitality at her flat in Frimbey whilst she
was slationed in Aldershol - a flat owned by a refired officer
of the Corps, which was fo be occupied by others as
postings permitted.

Helen’s progress to becoming Director can perhaps best
ba described in modarn parlance as “ssamlass”. Ona of
har achigvamanis in this appaintment was o instigata the
publication of "The Corps Today™, complete seis of which
are held in the Public Record Office and the Mational



Army Museum.

A Retired Officer on Helen'’s staff at that time has said of her
“I found Helen a very understanding boss”. Another officer,
very much her junior, says of Helen “what a demanding
employer she BUid Geripatess ora¥ niea)se vsie nwith
humour and was always for my benefit”. Helen might have
concurred happily had she known of that ‘assessment’ of
her at the time!

Helen’s successor as Director Womens Royal Army Corps
writes:-

“During her tenure as DWRAC Helen was elected to hold
the Chairmanship of the NATO Committee on Women. The
Committee met each year at NATO Headquarters. lis
membership consisted of the most senior serving women
from all the services from each NATO country; its remit, to
study and make recommendations on the employment of
women in the armed services of NATO.

In many ways she came to carry the hopes not only of
women in this country but also of the senior serving women
throughout NATO”.

Expectations and hopes were high and there was genuine
rejoicing when after her tour as Director (at a particularly
early age) she was selected to attend the course at the
Royal College of Defence Studies; another “career posting”
for only the most promising of senior officers and in Helen’s
case, a ‘first’ for a female officer of any service.

She was posted on completion of the course to the
appointment of Deputy Director General Personnel Services
(Army) in the Ministry of Defence.

Sadly, her undoubted talents were not rewarded by
the great prize of the next step up the promotion ladder.
However, her qualities were to be acknowiedged in
other spheres.

- She was appointed Honorary Colonel of Tayforth
Officers’ Training Corps — another ‘first’ for a
female officer.

- She received an Honorary Doctorate of Laws from
Dundee University

- and she had become a Freeman of the City of London.

In 1993 she was appointed, and completed, a five year
tenure as a Deputy Colonel Commandant of the Adjutant
General’s Corps; in recognition of the fact that the WRAC on
disbandment had been one of the antecedent Corps from
which the AG Corps had been formed.

In 1997 Helen became Vice President and Chairman of the
WRAC Association, but retired with grace at what she judged
to be an appropriate time after the onset of her illness.

In retirement, Helen had moved to Wiltshire and
continued her passion for golf. Typically, when it became
obvious to her that she would never play golf again, she
gave her Hill Billy electric golf trolley away. This
apparently simple act of generosity must have been a
heart rending step for Helen. The wife of the recipient
says now “whenever | see the batteries being charged, |

shall remember seeing Helen playing a tee shot which
seemed nearly to reach the green 343 yards distant”.
Helen was a ‘big hitter’ in many ways and it is arguable in
this context that Laura Davis was quaking in her golf
shoes at nearby Weybridge!

Perhaps Helen’s character and qualities have already been
summed up appropriately by the author of a book entitled
“On Laffans Plain” (a history of Army Golf Club and its
courses 1883 — 2000). He, a retired senior Army Officer and
a golfer, has written an enduring epithet.

His words read:-

Reference to Service Ladies would not be complete
without mention of Brigadier Helen Meechie. This
remarkable person was Director of her Corps and formed
the WRAC Golfing Society. She was Chairman (none of
this ‘Madam Chair’, ‘Chair Lady’ or ‘Chair Person’
nonsense for Helen) of the society which made Army Golf
Club its home. The style and spirit that Helen helped to
create were remarkable and the WRAC were always
among the most competitive of service teams. The
happy, sporting atmosphere that pervaded the WRAC
Golfing Society continued after the demise of the WRAC
and translated easily into the formation of the Army
Golfing Association, Ladies Section.

The AGA Ladies Championships were played at Army Golf
Club in June of this year. The serving competitors played
the 36 hole scratch competition for the “Meechie Shield”.
Helen attended although she was very unwell. But,
characteristically and bravely, she attended to support an
event that her drive and enthusiasm had generated at a club

with which she had a long association.

We can hope that Helen’s bravery, above all, will be
remembered. This will certainly be so at Woodhall Spa
today where the Ladies Inter Service Golf Championships
are being played. Although this reduces the numbers able
to pay their respects here, we can be sure that a Minute’s
Silence will be observed there in Helen’s memory.

Col E Bowles

For the last few days, | have been trying to think of the
words that would best describe Helen, and to be frank, it has
not been easy. Helen had many qualities, and it is difficult
to sum up her life in a few sentences.

| think when my sisters and | were children, we saw Helen
as a fairly exciting figure. To a child in early 1970s
Glasgow, an Aunt who worked in Hong Kong, who was an
army Major, and, who, most importantly of all, possessed
a soft-top red sportscar (in which she was not adverse to
giving small children fast drives with the roof down), was
someone whose visits were to be looked forward to. The
scarcity of these visits due to her army duties made the
occasional times we did see her all the better. She always
had been somewhere or done something unusual, and a
visit from Helen was something to be looked forward to.
The fact that she did not conform to the stereotype of a
typical Aunty (and none of us would EVER have dared call
her Aunty) made it all the better.
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When | look back on her achievements, popular school
captain at the famous Morgan School in Dundee, first in
the family to go to University, a good degree, her career,
her sporting and musical prowess, and her CBE, 1 do feel
a little sad that | don’t think she appreciated how proud
the whole fanfip)e(@ esWieraferoet Wdagiynwho
spends a lot of time on that sort of thing, and, | wish in
retrospect, we had told her more how much we admired
her and what she had made of her life. | know that to her
parents, John and Ruby, and brothers Jack and David,
her successes were a source of great pride. But in the
end, | am not sure how she would have reacted if we had.
She never made much of her achievements. She did
allow herself one exception however. After attaining the
status of Brigadier, she pulled rank mercilessly on my
father, an RAF Reserve Wing Commander. This was in
no way a boast, just the vengeance of a younger sister on
an older brother.

| do not however, want to make her out to be a paragon. We
all know that she could be demanding and her family
nickname “Madam” was more than just a reference to her
rank. But, | would like to think that the formidable Helen who
could effortlessly make nephews, nieces, brothers, and the
occasional junior officer quake in their shoes was something
of an act. She was essentially a humorous and kind-
hearted woman who perhaps adopted a faintly imperious
attitude to mask certain shyness. The thing is, she did not
fool anyone. | cannot imagine there is anyone who has
been on the sharp end of Helen’s tongue who was taken in
for a second. Her bark was way, way worse than her bite
and everybody knew it. The fundamental warmth of her
personality is borne out by her popularity and in the range
and number of her friendships. Particularly of course with
Val who played such a large role in her life and in making
her last months as comfortable as possible, but also her
friends from Dundee, University, the Army and almost every
walk of life, many of whom are here today. She was
undoubtedly much loved.

Finally, | would like to pay tribute to Helen’s bravery. Her
final illness was horrendous but she approached it with a
stoicism one could only admire. Even at the end when she
was robbed of the power of communication and movement,
her sense of humour and strong personality remained intact.
The bravery with which she faced her death was for me her
last and possibly even best achievement after a lifetime of
so many. We will all certainly miss her.

David Meechie

I met Brigadier Helen for the first time over 30 years ago
when we served together in Cyprus. It has been since she
retired and through playing golf together that we became
really good friends. Most of this time she was suffering from
a cruel, relentless illness that she knew was finally going to
rob her of her life.

Many people will speak about Brigadier Helen’s remarkable
achievements and the contribution she made to so many of
us. | can only speak personally about the things she taught
me which have added value to my life, particularly at a time
when she was losing her battle with her own. Her mind and
her spirit always prevailed, her courage knew no bounds nor
did her sense of humour ever desert her.
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I know she became angry and frustrated at not being able to
do things for herself and yet | never heard her complain or
indulge in self-pity throughout the years she suffered a rare
and callously ravaging disease. She remained the
strongest and bravest woman | know.

I remember a visit we made to Chichester some three
months before she died. Although wheelchair bound, she
always loved an outing so we thought we would go to the
Cathedral. When we arrived we found that a RAF Squadron
was having a Memorial Service and March Past. We
positioned ourselves by the Market Cross to watch the old
boys form up to get on parade.

They then marched towards us in time to music provided by
the Hampshire Police Band before wheeling around the
Cross to the Town Hall, where the Lord Lieutenant of the
County and Lady Mayoress were taking the salute. As they
passed by us we automatically fell in between the Standard
Bearers and the St John’s Ambulance people.

Imagine our surprise when we rounded the corner and
found the street lined with flag waving and cheering
onlookers. Brigadier Helen immediately sat to attention
and we audaciously marched all the way past the dais
to the applaud of the crowd, her wicked sense of
humour revelling in being able to gate-crash someone
else’s parade.

We did eventually visit the Cathedral where she marvelled
at the Chagall window. We lit candles and silently prayed
together in the Chapel, sharing a spiritual moment at the
end of a lovely day.

If, as Dr Steven Covey says, the purpose of life is:- ‘To Live,
To Love, To Learn, To Leave a Legacy’, this certainly
applied to Helen. We, who knew, admired and respected
her, are deeply saddened by her loss, but are privileged to
share the legacy she has left us. This is: Who she was:
What she did: How she influenced our lives.

Mrs Kathy Holloway (née Rennie)

BARBER Mrs Anne Barber, néee Thomas, of Ramsgate on
13 May 2000. ATS

BARNABY Mrs J Barnaby, née Gordon, of Falkirk on 17
November 2000. ATS

BAXTER Lt Col (Retd) Jocelyn St John Baxter CBE, RE
(Bertie), of West Horsley on 18 November 2000. Adjutant
WRAC College 1976 - 1984

BENNETT Mrs Pamela Bennett, née Hearn, of Salisbury
on 29 June 2000. ATS

BERRY Lt Col (Retd) Margaret Maude Berry, of Adelaide,
Australia on 16 September 2000. ATS/WRAC
BIDDLECOMBE Miss Joan Biddlecombe, of Allington,
Bridport. ATS

BLAIR Mrs C R Blair, née Milligan, of Glasgow on 14
October 2000. ATS

BOYLE Mrs Joyce Hazel Boyle, née Smith, of London on
1 August 2000. ATS

BRIGHT Mrs Thora Phyllis Bright, née Parlett, of Taunton
on 4 September 2000. ATS

BURROWS Mrs Elizabeth Burrows, née Wright, of
Downton on 29 June 2000. ATS

CARMAN Mrs Peggy Carman, née O'Brien, of Hemel
Hempstead in October 2000. ATS



CHAPMAN Mrs Marion May Chapman, née Field, of
Darlington on 26 June 2000. ATS

CLARKE Mrs Violet Clarke, née Williams, of Doncaster on
1 November 2000. ATS

COBB Mrs Hilda Muriel Cobb, née Hayler, of Doncaster

on 9 July 200 ;'[5 ﬁgg .
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COLLINGE Mrs S Collinge, née Buckland, of Southport.
ATS

CROSS Mrs Lilian Elizabeth Cross, of Shrewsbury on 29
August 2000. ATS

DALIGA Mrs Elsie May Daliga, née Knight, of Hornchurch
on 26 August 2000. ATS

DAWSON Miss Margery | Dawson, of Romford on 12
November 2000. ATS

DENNY Mrs Lily Robertson Denney, née Hopkinson, of
“Saltburn in June 2000. ATS

DIFFEY Mrs Thelma Mavis Diffey, née Hart, of St Albans
on 29 July 2000. ATS

DIXON Mrs E L Dixon on 14 September 2000. WRAC
ELLERY Mrs Dorothy Margaret Eliery, of London on 1
April 2000. ATS

EVEREST Mrs Phyllis Marjorie Everest, née Betheli, of
Peterborough, Ontario on 16 August 1999. ATS

FELL Miss Phyllis Fell, of Colchester. ATS

FELTON Miss D Felton, of Bracknell in August 2000. ATS
FRENCH Mrs Joyce Marjorie French, née Sharpe, of
Rotherham on 13 August 2000. ATS

FREWEN-LATON Mrs Fanny Frewen-Laton, née Jaffray,
of Tenterden on 18 June 2000. ATS

FROOM Miss Pamela M Froom, of Mortimer, Berks in
March 2000. ATS/FANY

GIERASIK Mrs Isabella Gierasik, née Ramsay, of
Dunbarton on 18 October 2000. WRNS

GOLDTHORPE Mrs Betty Goldthorpe, née Greenfield, of
Osset on 14 October 2000. ATS

GORDON Mrs Olive Gordon, of Belfast on 30 June 2000.
ATS

GREENLAND Mrs Joan Greenland, née Warr, of Toronto
on 7 September 2000. ATS

GREGORY Mrs Marjorie Gregory, née Knowles, of Great
Sutton on 1 July 2000. ATS

GRIEVE Mrs Margaret (Peggy) Grieve MBE, née Douglas,
of Folkestone on 3 September 2000. ATS

HALL Mrs Jean Henderson Hall, née Shirley, of York on 5
October 2000. WRAC

HALLIDAY Mrs Betty Halliday, née Clarke, of Watnall,
Notts on 18 June 2000. ATS/WRAC

HENLY Mrs Rachel Henly, née Coupar, of Lymington on
28 November 2000. ATS

HILL Miss Mollie Hill, at Farnham Royal on 18 August
2000. ATS

HISCOCK Miss Midge Hiscock, of Eltham on 7 May 2000.
ATS

HOLD Mrs Georgina (Ena) Hold, née Hall, of Roker,
Sunderland on 15 August 2000. ATS

HOLE Mrs Audrey Vera Hole, née Bailey, of Bath on 6
August 2000. ATS

HUNTER Miss Mabel Patricia (Pat) Hunter, of Chester on
14 September 2000. ATS/WRAC

JOHNSON Mrs Gladys Johnson, née Johnson, of Hull in
October 2000. ATS

LANE Miss Eunice Lane, of Andover on 22 December
2000. WRAC

LITTLE Miss Florence Jane Little, of Poole on 8 August
2000. ATS/WRAC

LODGE Mrs Olive Lodge, née Andrews, of Worthing on 27
July 2000. ATS

LUCAS Mrs Daphne Lucas, née Davidson, of West Byfleet
on 29 October 2000. WRAC

MCcALLISTER Mrs Estella McAllister, née Garrett, of Hall
Green, Birmingham on 19 August 2000. ATS
McWILLIAMS Miss Isabella McWilliams, of Wilmslow on
15 October 2000. ATS

MEECHIE Brig Helen Meechie CBE, of Amesbury on 24
August 2000. WRAC

MERRELLS Mrs Winifred Merrells on 27 September 2000.
ATS/WRAC

MILES Mrs Blanche Lois Miles, née Martin, of Eastbourne
on 1 October 2000. ATS

MITCHELL Mrs May Mitchell, of Leicester on 5 August
2000. ATS

MOORE Mrs Edna Moore, née O'Neil, of South Wirral in
April 2000. ATS

MORRIS Mrs Janet Morris, née Summers, of Australia.
ATS

MOULD Miss Charmain Mary Mould, of Hemyock, Devon
on 12 July 2000. ATS/WRAC

NABB Mrs Frances Nabb, of Cossington on 14 Jun 2000.
ATS

NEIGHBOUR Mrs Edna Neighbour, née Cannon, of
Bridgwater on 16 November 2000. ATS
PALPHRAMAND Mrs Florence Palphramand, née
Williams, of York on 9 June 2000. ATS

PEACOCK Mrs Joan Peacock, née Fry, of Crawley on 25
October 2000. ATS

PEARCE Mrs Daisy Pearce, née McEntivy, of Sutton on 1
October 1999. ATS

PENTLAND Mrs Margaret Pentland BEM, née Dodds, of
inverness of 16 December 1999. ATS

PLANT Mrs Edith Plant, of Blackpool in April 2000. ATS
PRETT Mrs Gwendoline Rose Prett, née Prett, of Bexhill-
On-Sea on 1 November 2000. ATS

PURSER Mrs Janet Oswald Purser, née Stevenson, of
Ashford on 3 November 2000. ATS

RICE Mrs Margaret Doris Rice, née Dance, of Orpington
on 27 July 2000. ATS

RANOLE Mrs Ann Ranole, née Coleman, of Walsall on 7
November 2000. ATS

RIDOUT Mrs Olive Ridout, née Quayle, of Bournemouth
on 29 September 1998. ATS/WRAC

RIGGS Mrs Joan Riggs, née Crookes, of Exmouth on 20
June 2000. ATS

ROBINSON Mrs Philippa Robinson, of Bradford on 1
November 2000. ATS

ROGERS Mrs F Rogers, of Keighley in May 2000. ATS
ROSS Mrs E Ross, née Cookson, of Stockport in
December 1999. ATS

SHOOTER Miss Freda Shooter BEM, of Ash, Nr Aldershot
on 10 August 2000. ATS/WRAC

SLEEP Mrs Agnes Sleep, in November 1999. ATS
SMITH Mrs Ellan Dorothy Smith, née Serella, in S
Australia on 11 September 2000. ATS

SMITH Miss Vera Smith, of Gorleston on 24 July 2000. ATS
SMITH Maj (Retd) Ida Marion, of Pitton, Salisbury, on 13
September 2000.

SMITH Mrs Sue Smith, née McCaffery, of Sunderland on
18 October 2000. ATS

STARLING Mrs Betty Starling, née Reeves, of Cannock
on 24 October 2000. ATS

STUDZINSKI Mrs Esther Calvert Studzinski, née Lupton,
of Alexandria on 18 October 2000. ATS

TAYLOR Mrs M M (Lee) Taylor, of Worthing on 28
February 2000. ATS

THOMAS Mrs Helen Georgina Thomas, née Johnson, of
Birmingham on 4 July 2000. ATS

TURPIN Mrs Beryl Jean Turpin, née Carroll, of Southport
on 18 August 2000. ATS

VARNEY Mrs Rosemary Varney, née Wilson, of Abingdon
on 31 January 2000. ATS

VINALL Mrs Marjorie Rose Vinall, née Ballam, of London
on 17 April 2000. ATS

WARREN Miss Dorothy Warren, of Burnham-on-Sea in
June 2000. ATS

WELLING Mrs Joan Welling, née White, of Abbots
Langley on 4 August 2000. ATS

WOODS Mrs Margaret F Woods, of Chelmsford in August
2000. ATS
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THE WOMEN’S ROYAL ARMY CORPS ASSOCIATION
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
for the year ended 31 October 2000

Unrestricted

General Designated Restricted Total Total

PDF Comprdi&tr Free Versiti Funds Funds 2000 1999
INCOME & EXPENDITURE
Incoming resources:
Subscriptions 1 1,687 2,352 - 4,039 7,851
Income from branches 78,976 - - 78,976 73,030
Lioness publication income 2 12,167 - - 12,167 10,314
Investment income 3 10,373 - 167,332 177,705 181,660
Donations 4 1,513 - 122,470 123,983 54,092
Other income 5 6,272 - - 6,272 2,005
Grand Reunion 16,663 - - 16,663 -
Total incoming resources 127,651 2,352 289,802 419,805 328,952
Resources expended:
Direct charitable expenditure:
Grants & donations 6 70 - 174,589 174,689 183,337
Expenditure by branches 84,663 - 84,663 73,213
Lioness publication costs 19,951 19,951 23,413
Other expenditure:
Management & administration 7 12,835 - 24,998 37,833 58,659
Grand Reunion 31,113 - - 31,113 -
Total resources expended 148,632 199,587 348,219 338,622
NET INCOMING/(OUTGOING)
RESOURCES BEFORE TRANSFERS (2,0981) 2,352 90,215 71,586 (9,670)
Transfers between funds 3,150 (3,150) - - -
NET INCOMING RESOURCES FOR THE YEAR (17,831) (798) 90,215 71,586 7(9.670)
OTHER RECOGNISED GAINS & LOSSES
Gains on investments:
Unrealised 27,238 - 276,486 303,724 305,531
NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 16 9,407 T (798) 366,701 375,310 295,861
Fund balances brought forward at
1 November 1999 301,731 37,402 4,004,954 4,344,087 4,005,090
Fund balances brought forward at
1 November 1998 relating to branches - - - - 43,136
Fund balances carried forward T

at 31 October 2000 £311,138 £ 36,604 £ 4,371,655 £4,719,397 £ 4,344,087

The net movement in funds for the year arises from the charity’s continuing activities.

No separate Statement of Total Recognised Gains and Losses has been presented as all such gains and losses have been dealt with in the
Statement of Financial Activities.

BALANCE SHEET
31 October 2000

Notes 2000 1999
FIXED ASSETS
Investments 9 4,497,156 4,093,432
CURRENT ASSETS
Stock of badges & souvenirs 3,248 4,616
Association standard 199 199
Debtors 10 818 15,093
Cash at bank & in hand 11 226,904 252,548
231,169 272,456
CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year 12 8,928 21,801
NET CURRENT ASSETS 222,241 250,655
TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES £ 4,719,397 £ 4,344,087
FUNDS OF THE ASSOCIATION o
Unrestricted funds:
General funds 311,138 301,731
Designated funds:
Membership life subscription fund 13 10,108 10,619
Lioness life subscription fund 13 26,496 26,783
Restricted funds:
The Benevolent Funds 14 3,788,301 3,470,735
The Princess Royal’s Memorial Fund 15 583,354 534,219

TOTAL FUNDS 16 £ 4,719,397 £ 4,344,087
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
for the year ended 31 October 2000

1. SUBSCRIPTIONS 2000 1999
Unrestricted
Annual Assocjation subscriptions . 1,687 2,924
Designated |ﬁ§iﬁﬂ%§c&5®mpressor Free Version
Membership subscriptions 470 985
Lioness subscriptions 1,882 3,942
£ 4,039 £ 7851
2. LIONESS PUBLICATION INCOME
Unrestricted
Subscription income 11,476 10,314
Advertising revenues 355 -
Donations 336 -
£ 12,167 £ 10,314
3. INVESTMENT INCOME
Unrestricted
Dividend income 8,945 10,062
Deposit account interest 1,428 1,412
10,373 11,474
Restricted
The Benevolent Funds:
Dividend income 139,403 140,450
Deposit account interest 4,898 6,656
The Princess Royal's Memorial Fund:
Dividend income 22,598 22,652
Deposit account interest 433 428
167,332 170,186
£ 177,705 £ 181,660
4. DONATIONS
Unrestricted
Donations to the Association 1,513 16,035
Restricted
Donations to The Benevolent Funds 118,495 37,117
Donations to The Princess Royal’s Memorial Fund 3,975 940
122,470 38,057
'£123,983 £ 54,002
5. OTHER INCOME
Unrestricted
Sales of badges & souvenirs 3,974 2,005
Miscellaneous income 2,298 -
£ 6,272 £ 2,005
6. GRANTS & DONATIONS
Unrestricted
Association grants & donations to 2 branches 70 201
Restricted
Benevolent Funds grants & donations to 1,020 individuals 158,939 165,486
Princess Royal's Memorial Fund grants & donations to 31 individuals 15,650 17,650
174,589 183,136
£ 174,659 £ 183,337
7. MANAGEMENT & ADMINISTRATION
Unrestricted Restricted
General Benevolent Total Total
Funds Funds 2000 1999
Staff costs 816 20,634 21,450 40,743
Travel & meeting
expenses 2,620 343 2,963 4,467
Printing, postage &
stationery 2,497 310 2,807 2,616
Audit and accountancy 1,415 2,831* 4,246 7,633
Badge & souvenir costs 4,013 4,013 1,520
Sundry office expenses 1,474 880 2,354 1,680
12,835 24,998 37,833 £ 58,659

(* PRMF — £1,425. Benovolent Fund - £1,406)
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8. EMPLOYEES
The average weekly number of persons (excluding trustees)
employed by the Association during the year was:
Office and administration

Staff costs for the above persons:
Wages and salaries

Ex-gratia pa" ¥ Compressor Free Version
Social security costs

An ex-gratia payment of £15,000 was made to the retiring Case Secretary, which was authorised by the trustees at their meeting on 28 January 1999.

No trustee received any remuneration for services to the Association in the current or previous year.
Reimbursement to a total of £370 for travel and subsistence was made to 8 trustees. (1999: £Nil)

9. INVESTMENTS

Unrestricted general funds:

Listed investments at market value:

M & G Charifund Units (9,005 units)

Schroder Charity Equity Fund Units (61,891 units)

Restricted Benevolent Funds:

Listed investments at market value:

M & G Charifund Units (68,340 units)

UST Combined Charitable Income

Fund Units (564,284 units)

UST Combined Charitable Capital

Fund Units (121,284 units)

Schroder Charity Equity Fund Units (123,395 units)

Unlisted investments:
Mortgage loan secured on a freehold property at Penarth

Restricted Princess Royal’s Memorial Fund:
Listed investments at market value:

M & G Charifund Units (21,779 units)

UST Combined Charitable Income

Fund Units (68,540 units)

UST Combined Charitable Capital

Fund Units (10,926 units)

Schroder Charity Equity Fund Units (13,365 units)

Total market value

All investments are monitored and administered by CCLA Investment Management Limited. The historical cost of these investments, purchased

at various dates, is as follows:

Unrestricted general funds
Restricted funds:

The Benevolent Funds

The Princess Royal’'s Memorial Fund

Market value brought forward at 1 November 1999
Additions at cost

Disposal proceeds

Realised gains

Unrealised gains

Market value carried forward at 31 October 2000

10. DEBTORS
Due within one year:
Tax recoverable
Accrued income

11. CASH AT BANK & IN HAND
Current accounts
Deposit accounts
Branch bank accounts
Cash in hand

12. CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year:
Other tax & social security costs
Accruals
Deferred income
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2000

20,243
1,207
£ 21,450

1999

23,809
15,000
1,934

£ 40,743

2000 1999
101,793 91,977
160,192 142,770

"~ 261,985 T 234,747
772,516 698,025
1,080,378 1,060,741
1,470,251 1,313,979
371,530 284,647
800 800
3,695,475 3,358,192
246,190 222,451
131,226 128,841
127,688 118,371
34,592 30,830
"~ 539,696 "~ 500,493
£ 4,497,156

£ 4,093,432

2000 1999
242,800 242,800
1,476,222 1,376,222
171,614 171,614
£ 1,890,636 £ 1,790,636
4,093,432 3,787,901
100,000 -
303,724 305,531

£ 4,497,156 £ 4,093,432
2000 1999

818 962

- 14,131

£ 818 £ 15,093
42,709 56,823
146,892 151,892
37,266 42,953

37 880

£ 226,904 T 252,548
342 705

4,000 7,702
4,586 13,394

£ 21,801

£ 8928



13. DESIGNATED FUNDS Membership
Life subscription funds:
1 November 1999 10,619
Subscription income 470
Transfers to general funds (981)
31 October 2Pf) ' Compressor Free Version _10.108

Lioness
26,783
1,882
(2,169)

26,496

Total
37,402
2,352
(3,150)

36,604

Life subscriptions are divided into two elements, one fifth being a general subscription and four fifths being allocated for Lioness production.
The funds are released from the designated funds to general funds over a 20 year period in accordance with the accounting policies described

on page 13.
14. THE BENVOLENT FUNDS

1 November 1999

Incoming Resources:

Investment income

Donation income

Unrealised gains on investments
Resources Expended:

Grants & donations

Management & administration expenses

31 October 2000

2000 1999
3,470,735 3,248,846
144,301 147,106
118,494 37.117
237,283 250,557
(158,939) (165,486)
(23,573) (47,405)

£ 3,788,301 £ 3,470,735

The Benevolent Funds is the restricted fund representing the activities of The Auxiliary Territorial Service Benevolent Fund and The Women'’s Royal
Army Corps Benevolent Fund, which is a registered charity under the number 247793. The funds may be applied only in pursuance of the objects

of this charity, namely:

@ to provide assistance to ex-service members of the Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), Queen Mary’s Army Auxiliary Corps (QMAAC), the
Augxiliary Territorial Service (ATS), and serving or ex-service members of the Women’s Royal Army Corps (WRAC) or their dependants, who

may be in need of charitable assistance or benefit.

Unrealised gains on investments included in the Benevolent Funds balance at the year end amounted to £2,219,253 (1999:£1,981,970).

15. THE PRINCESS ROYAL’S MEMORIAL FUND

1 November 1999

Incoming Resources:

Investment income

Donation income

Unrealised gains on investments
Resources Expended:

Grants & donations

Management & administration expenses

31 October 2000

2000 1999
534,219 497,366
23,032 23,080
3,975 940
39,203 31,760
(15,680) (17,650)
(1.425) (1.277)

£ 583,354 £ 534,219

The Princess Royal's Memorial Fund is a restricted fund. The funds may be applied only in pursuance of the following objectives:
® to provide charitable assistance to ex-servicewomen, other than of the nursing services, who are in need, and to provide a permanent

memorial to the late Princess Royal.

® to provide assistance to ex-service members of the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC), Queen Mary’s Army Auxiliary Corps (QMAAC),
the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS), and serving or ex-service members of the Women’s Royal Army Corps (WRAC) or their dependants,

who may be in need of charitable assistance or benefit.

Unrealised gains on investments included in PRMF funds at the year end amounted to £368,802 (1999:£328,879).

16. TOTAL FUNDS OF THE ASSOCIATION 1 November Movement In Resources 31 October
1999 Incoming Outgoing 2000
Unrestricted funds:
General funds 301,731 27,238 17,831 311,138
Designated funds:
Membership life
subscription fund 10,619 470 981 10,108
Lioness life
subscription fund 26,783 1,882 2,169 26,496
Restricted funds:
The Benevolent Funds 3,470,735 500,078 182,512 3,788,301
The Princess Royal's
Memorial Fund 534,219 66,210 17,075 583,354
£ 4,344,087 595,878 220,568 £ 4,719,397
17. ANALYSIS OF NET ASSETS BETWEEN FUNDS Tangible Fixed Net Current
Assets Assets TOTAL
Unrestricted funds:
General funds 261,985 49,153 311,138
Designated funds:
Membership life
subscription fund - 10,108 10,108
Lioness life
subscription fund - 26,496 26,496
Restricted funds:
The Benevolent Funds 3,695,475 92,826 3,788,301
The Princess Royal's
Memorial Fund 539,696 43,658 583,354
£ 4,497,156 £ 222,241 £ 4,719,397

Unrealised gains on investments included within unrestricted general funds are at the year end amounted to £19,985 (1999: £7,253 losses).
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