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EDITORIAL

Yet another new editor! My name is Dee McElligott and |
took over from Ruth Watt in September. Ruth has not gone
far however. She is still here at the Association
Headquatrters, but has now taken on the important role of
Benevolent Case Secretary.

For those of you who have not yet heard, | was a QA during
my Army days, so the WRAC, let alone the ATS, is all new
to me. The thought of coming into post with a Lioness due
to go to print was rather daunting, but in fact it has been a
brilliant way to learn about the Association. | have really
enjoyed reading all your letters and articles and | have
learned so much from them.

I must thank everyone | have met at various Association
events and spoken to on the telephone. You have made me
feel so welcome. | am really looking forward to the Grand
Reunion and hope that as many of you as possible will be
there. You will find details of the event inside this edition
together with another copy of the application form.

I look forward to meeting you all at Cardiff.

ATS AND WRAC ASSOCIATION BENEVOLENT FUND
CASE SECRETARY

The post of Case Secretary to the Benevolent Fund will
become vacant in June 2000.

This is a highly rewarding and fulfilling post requiring an
interest in welfare and good interpersonal skills together
with proven administrative ability and a knowledge of IT.

For further information, contact: General Secretary, WRAC
Association, AGC Centre, Worthy Down, Winchester,
Hants. SO21 2RG

MEMORABILIA PRICES

ATS BADGES

WRAC ASSOCATION BADGES
WRAC KEY FOBS
WRAC LAPEL BADGES
ABF SCARVES

WRAC BOOKS
SANDWICH TRAY
SQUARE TRAY
TEAPOT STAND

PENS

TEN POSTCARDS

“REGI-BEARS” WRAC or ATS
(Little pottery bears)

£2.75
£2.50
£1.80
£1.50
£2.50
£0.50
£4.60
£4.80
£3.50
£1.80
£1.00
£7.50

If Branches order between 10 — 20 badges of the same item they may deduct 5% from the cost.
For all orders over 20 they may deduct 10% from cost.

All prices are inclusive of posting and packaging.
All cheques payable to WRAC Association and sent to:

WRAC Association HQ, Block 32, AGC Centre, Worthy Down, Winchester, Hants $021 2RG




WRAC DINNER CLUB

Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford
8-10 October 1999

Friday Despkdbbirg @Ry easo ihd weat\ersstord
was surprisingly warm. | arrived at the Hotel early and went
into action. The Welcome Desk was ready. At 12 o’clock a
steady trickle of guests started to arrive. This was the
moment | had been working and waiting for during the last
12 months. Smiling faces all glad to have arrived safely and
eager to enjoy the weekend including 35 new faces this
year. The foyer and Castle Bar began to fill quickly as
arrivals unpacked rapidly and joined the ever growing
throng. Pearl Hicks, Janet Watkins and | were kept busy
checking everyone in and dealing with queries. The Hotel
filled with the laughter and chatter of 100 ex WRAC. lIsabel
Jenkins remembered to bring her dresses. The weekend
was underway.

The Potters Restaurant was besieged by hungry guests
eager to sample the tempting smells wafting from the
Carvery. The rest of the evening was spent chatting and
catching up on news with old friends. As Val Kemball said,
you could sit at any table in the Restaurant and enjoy not
only the food but also the company. Everyone was a friend.

Saturday | was amongst the first in the swimming pool
which was lovely. Then | enjoyed a hearty English
Breakfast which sustained me for the rest of the day. 10 am
found a small army busy in the Tillington Suite. Standards
were unfurled and displayed in the ensign stand; Daphne,
dressed in uniform was elegantly positioned. A gold banner
declaring “560th Anniversary WRAC” was assembled by
Maureen Deeley and Hazel Edwards before being stapled
high above the stage. The WRAC Anniversary Cake, baked
by Maureen Deeley, was prominently displayed and the 128
Raffle prizes were numbered in readiness by Sue Dolphin,
Irene Oliver, Sue Thomas, Pat Neale and Jenny Bryne.
Apart from last minute touches, flower arrangements by
Pearl Hicks and favours by Mabel Lightfoot and Gienys
Fitzpatrick, everything was ready.

Beryl Butcher, Averill Ward and Nora Jones were in the
foyer seling WRAC Sweatshirts, TShirts etc and knitted
WRAC Dolls who sported every rank from Private to
Brigadier. | overheard Val Kemball say “It even looks like
me” as she gazed at her doll. By midday the majority of
guests had disappeared into Stafford town in search of
bargains or to Schott Glass for crystal. Daphne Jervis and
| slipped into town to collect bouquets and have lunch.

Evening and drinks in the Bar; introductions all round for
Brigadier Field, informal photographs, last minute Raffle
Tickets. Dinner was announced to the strains of ‘Early One
Morning’. Val Kemball said Grace and dinner was eaten to
such a cacophony of voices that the background music was
turned off. Maureen Deeley took a photo call when she cut
the Anniversary Cake, which was served with coffee.
Dinner over, our glasses were raised to toast the Queen and
absent friends. Our very best wishes for a speedy recover
were extended to Dabs Brook MBE who is undergoing
chemotherapy at this time. Brigadier Fieid's speech
involved much laughter and audience participation as she
went through the ABC of the WRAC. Speeches over, Val
Kemball started the Raffle. | am convinced that she must be
an auctioneer in her spare time because she set a
remarkable pace. The runners, Sue Thomas, Maureen
Deeley, Pat Neale, Jenny Bryne, Mabel Lightfoot, Glenys
Fitzpatrick, Joyce Nichols and myself were kept on our toes
‘trying to keep up with her. If you have ever wondered what
happened to Zola Budd well let me tell you she was at the
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WRAC Dinner 1999. She has undergone extensive
cosmetic surgery and now bears a striking resemblance to
Mabel Lightfoot. | might add that she manoeuvred around
the tables at lightning speed. Afthough | announced the
wrong name as winner of the Star Prize, Lesley Warner and
Janet Cameron didn't bat an eyelid. Janet offered to share
the prize, a weekend for two at Tillington Hall, with Lesley.
Thanks a million ladies.

A Charity Spot was organised to raise funds for Carol
Rowat’s favourite charity the PDSA. Jenny Podesta
generously offered to sing. Thanks Jenny you deserve a
medal for bravery, Annie Hamilton added a song for good
measure and we raised £85.00.

The DJ was then recalled from the Bar and the dancing
began. Mabel Lightfoot and Maureen Deeley (minus shoes)
jived like teenagers. | found myself jiving with Jenny Payne.
The ‘club set’ Karen Freack, Debbie Mcleod, Christine
Wallace, Annie Hamilton and Carol Martin looked as though
they could easily dance the night away. Groups had formed
in various parts of the Bar and foyer all trying to escape the
heat. | found Frances Green, Gladys Pope, Nora Jones,
Agnes Doig, Barbara Hook and Daphne Jervis enjoying the
balmy night air under the porch canopy of the Tillington
Suite. Midnight was announced when Averill Ward played
Auld Lang Syne on her cornet. As the notes died away
Sweet Lass of Richmond Hill filled the room. Once again
marching feet could be heard and the room began to move.
The DJ played on but tiredness had overtaken a few of us —
including me. | headed for bed.

Sunday The Standard Bearers assembled in the Tillington
Suite to rehearse for the Thanksgiving Service and |
discovered that | knew nothing of the nuances of being a
Standard Bearer. However, discussion with Ann Mahony,
Maureen Deeley, Margaret Barham and Beryl Butcher
illustrated what was needed and how it could be carried out.
Rehearsal time was limited but in true military style we
grasped the rudiments and crossed our fingers..

The Service was all | could have hoped for, and more. From
Averill playing ‘Greensleeves’ to Annie Hamilton singing
‘Amazing Grace’; the Readings by Brigadier Field and Irene
Maclean; the very relevant talk by Reverend Beth Leach to
Sarah Brightman’'s ‘'Time to Say Goodbye’. Added to this
was the very obvious pride of the Standard Bearers as they
marched out to ‘Sweet Lass of Richmond Hill. Frances
Green very proudly carried the HQ Association Standard,
Maureen Deeley — Birmingham, Ann Mahoney — Cleveland,
Madge Evans — Luton, Gladys Pope ~ Salisbury, Beryl .
Butcher — Shropshire and Margaret Barham -
Southampton. | was equally proud to be amongst them
pushing Frances’ wheelchair.

Brigadier Field enjoyed Sunday Lunch with 35 ladies before
leaving to catch her train back to London. It was a good
weekend and to prove how good, | received an application
form for the WRAC Dinner 2000 from Pamela Richards
dated 11 October 1999.

May | take this opportunity to thank the committee for all
their help during this last year and to thank everyone for the
flowers, letters, cards and telephone calls, they are much
appreciated. See you next year.

Ann Deakin.



WRAC Association Grand Reunion 2000
8 & 9 April 2000 - Cardiff

In the last iSSLp]Qka@bimpqsempleQ@ Vgt gypuld

be publishing details of the Grand Reunion programme in
this issue. Everything being equal, there should be no
changes!

The whole event will take place in the Cardiff International
Arena except for the March Past which will take place
around the Civic Buildings.

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

SATURDAY 8th APRIL 2000

10.00 Doors open and registration begins

11.00  Secretaries meeting

12.30  Secretaries Lunch

1430 AGM

16.30  Building cleared to prepare for the evening
19.00  Doors open

20.00  Dinner is served

SUNDAY 9th APRIL 2000

10.30  Luggage room open at ClA
11.00  Drumhead service
12.00  Move to Civic area of the City
12.30  March Past

Dinner

The menu for the dinner is:
Fan of Chilled Melon served
with seasonal fruit placed on a raspberry coulis
Roast Welsh Lamb
with a Selection of Market Fresh Vegetables
Brandy Snap Basket
filled with a chocolate and rum mousse
Coffee and After Dinner Chocolates

Buck’s Fizz will be served on arrival, prior to the dinner and
there will be a glass of wine served with the meal.
Additional bottles of wine will be available to purchase for
those who want them.

Music

Music will be provided, throughout the dinner, by the Band
of the Adjutant General’'s Corps. Afterwards they will
provide the accompaniment for the community singing. On
the Sunday they will also play at the Service and lead the
March Past.

March Past

It will be necessary for everybody to move across to the
other side of the city centre for the March Past. There will
be a fleet of buses to take you across to the Civic Area and
back to the CIA afterwards. [t has not been confirmed yet
who the dignitary will be who will take the salute.

General

Throughout the weekend there will be an information desk
staffed by local branch members who will share their local
knowledge with you. Refreshments in the form of
sandwiches, pastries, tea and coffee will be available to buy
at various kiosks within the arena

AGM - Provisional Agenda

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks

Apologies for Absence

Confirmation of the Minutes of the 1999 AGM
Matters arising from the Minutes

Council Report

Financial Report

Editor’'s Report

Committee Reports

a. ATS and WRAC Benevolent Fund
b. Executive Committee

9. Resolutions

10. Any Other Business

11. Date of next meeting

OND O A WN

Any additional items for the agenda should be
submitted to the General Secretary by 14 March 2000.
Items for discussion at the Secretaries meeting should also
be submitted by this date.

APPLICATION FORM

APPLICANT

SUMAME i e e e et e e e e e ereeeaaeenas
Maiden Name ...
First NAMES .oiiiiiciiee e

F X [ [ =TT

Association Branch .........coooooeeeiiiieeee e
Send to:

| wish to apply for the following events:
Grand Reunion Dinner @ £25... YES/NO
Church Service ..o YES/NO

| enclose a Cheque/Money Order made payable to “WRAC
ASSOCIATION".

Note:  Tickets and Information Sheet will be sent out in
early 2000.

HQ WRAC ASSOCIATION, BLOCK 32, AGC CENTRE WORTHY DOWN, WINCHESTER, HANTS SO21 2RG

CLOSING DATE 01 MARCH 2000

TRANSPORT

Members are responsible for their own transport to Cardiff and the International Arena for the Secretaries Luncheon, Annual

General Meetings Dinner and Drumhead Service.
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Cardiff 2000

There are many hotels in Cardiff. The selection printed here
is from the t 1519 g the _market ar!grthe have been
earmarked e %%c 3“ e ‘EJ%?QQ] gp

There are smaller hotels and B&Bs, not so near to the centre
which could not be block booked. A list has be sent to each

branch. If you wish to book any of these you must contact
them direct.

For all information about the following accommodation please
contact CARDIFF MARKETING — 01222 667773

Cardiff Marriott Hotel

De Luxe

Centrally located in the colourful Cafe Quarter, 5 minutes
from Cardiff International Arena, Theatres and Museum, this
stylish air conditioned hotel has outstanding facilities
including a large leisure club. Spacious bedrooms have one
or two double beds and offer all the extras you would expect
from one of the world’s favourite hotel groups.

City Centre £158.00 Single £108.00 Sharing

Jurys Cardiff Hotel

Highly Commended

A warm welcoming hotel situated opposite Cardiff
International Arena, in the heart of the capital city. Extensive
shopping, entertaining and attractions are within strolling
distance.

City Centre £127.50 Single £93.50 Sharing

Quality Friendly Hotel

Highly Recommended

Close to the junction of the M4 and the A470 on the northern
edge of the city, this modern hotel lies in the shadow of the
fairytale castle - Castle Coch. Facilities at the hotel include
carvery restaurant, friendly bar and a relaxing leisure club.
FOUR MILES FROM CITY CENTRE

£156.50 Single £101.50 Sharing

The Park Thistle Hotel

De Luxe

Situated in the heart of the city on the edge of the shopping
precinct, within walking distance of all facilities, 10 minutes
walk from Cardiff International Arena. Built in 1883, the hotel
recalls an era of Victorian opulence. The park is spacious and
elegant.
City Centre  £199.50 Single £139.00 Sharing

Cardiff Bay Hotel

Highly Recommended

Strategically located for both Cardiff Bay and the City Centre,
5 minutes walking distance of the Cardiff International Arena.
City Centre  £195.00 Single £120.00 Sharing

Riverbank Hotel

Commended

Family owned and operated. Recently refurbished. Situated
in the heart of the City and only 5 minutes walk from the
Cardiff International Arena and central bus and railway
stations. Secure car parking, licensed bar and restaurant.
City Centre  £93.00 Single  £69.00 Sharing

Forte Posthouse - City

Commended

Modern three - star hotel located in the heart of the city
opposite Cardiff Castle, Bute Park and River Taff. Within 5
minutes walking distance of the Cardiff International Arena,
arts and theatrical venues. Offers free car parking to
residents.
City Centre  £136.00 Single  £96.00 Sharing

Cardiff Moat House

Highly Recommended

Four miles east of the city centre, the Cardiff Moat House
offers superbly appointed bedrooms, a popular carvery
restaurant and bar. To complete the picture, the hotel boasts
a first rate leisure club, with swimming pool.

FOUR MILES FROM CITY CENTRE

£134.00 Single £114.00 Sharing

Forte Posthouse - M4

Commended

Positioned on the western side of the city this three star hotel
places an emphasis on creating an atmosphere of welcome
and informality. Facilities including health club with swimming
pool.

FIVE MILES CITY
£126.00 Single  £86.00 Sharing

Lincoln House Hotel

Commended

Privately owned family run hotel offering high quality personal
service. The Victorian house has retained its original features
and atmosphere. Conveniently situated in a select area,
within easy reach of the city. Regular bus service into city.
ONE MILE FROM CITY CENTRE

£115.95 Single  £84.95 Sharing

The Central Hotel

Approved

Situated close to train and bus station, within 2 minutes
walking distance of Cardiff International Arena.

City Centre £109.50 Single £69.50 Sharing

Holiday Inn Express
Newly built hotel adjacent to junction 30 of the M4 motorway.
All rooms have tea/coffee making facilities, satellite TV in-
room movies, hair dryer and direct dial telephone. The hotel
has no bar but is adjacent to a Big Steak House. Continental
breakfast only.
SIX MILES FROM CITY
£126.00 Single  £106.00 Sharing

Dinner not included.

Campanile Hotel

Commended

A comfortable, friendly hotel situated 3 miles from the city
centre. Separate from the accommodation is a Bistro
restaurant and bar featuring daily French specials plus Hors
d’'oeuvres buffet.

THREE MILES FROM CITY

£79.45 Single  £49.50 Sharing

The rates given above are per person and inclusive of a
week-end delegate rate for 2 nights bed and breakfast, with
Dinner and VAT.



Stories

FOLLOW UP ON BESSIE GOODMAN

PDFu{ Unipe&Ssor¥ree Version
5 Cyclamen Road, Swanley, Kent, BR8 8HH

I have just read the latest issue of the Lioness and as usual
have found it very interesting. Among the familiar but never
boring photographs of attractive young khaki-clad girls there
is always the unexpected and enlightening anecdote of
Service life. | should mention here that | am just one of your
male readers, it is my wife Betty who is ex-ATS, known in
the Service as Jeannie Holmwood of 594(M) HAA Bty. My
respect and admiration for the ATS goes back to the early
days of the war when as a Sassenach | was armourer
attached to the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders in
Stirling Castle; however that’s another story.

What prompted me to write this letter was the article about
Bessie Goodman, who, with others, lost her life while flying
in a Lancaster en route to Italy. This is the first time | have
seen reference to this mode of trooping since the time when
| was one of the thousands that travelled by it. Also | now
find out that it was code-named Operation ‘Dodge’. The
airfields of Bessie’s departure and her unreached
destination were the same as mine but in reverse order. |
was returning home on ‘Python’, (the operation for getting
the troops home as fast and as fairly as possible). | had
been four years in the Near and Middle East and was
waiting with more than a thousand other homewardbound
hopefuls in Lammie transit camp near Naples. Troopships
were at the premium and flying home by the then redundant
bomber aircraft was an option. | had previously flown from
Greece to Italy in a Halifax, so | did not hesitate to put my
name forward when the opportunity arose. My flight was
only two months before Bessie’s, so | am sure that her
experience would have been similar to mine, no cabin
comforts, nor plastic lunches en route.

Our departure was about dawn and as the lorries loaded
with troops arrived at Pomigliano airfield, each was directed
to one of the many planes waiting there. There were about
twenty soldiers to each plane with a senior rank or WO in
charge. After briefing by the pilot we climbed aboard. There
were no seats, just round numbered circles painted on the
wooden floor along the length of the dim interior of the
fuselage. | was fortunate to be the one in charge of our
plane-load and had the prime position and benefit of the
intercom of the redundant bomb-aimer in the perspex nose
of the plane just behind the crew. | knew none of my fellow
passengers, we were just names lumped together to fill the
plane.

It was quite an experience to be in the cabin of the
legendary Lancaster ready to take off. | cannot recall many
details now but | do remember the pilot running his engines
up and pointing out to me how easy it was to see that the
engines of each pair were synchronised. Looking out to the
wings, the propellers could be seen to be in phase or not.
After the usual delays we took off in our turn and once
airborne | was able to get a wonderful view of the
countryside and the many other planes in the air all around
us. | was told that there were about eighty as it was the first
good day for flying after some unsuitable weather. In our
briefing, the pilot had pointed out that as we were not issued
with parachutes neither were the crew. He told us to stay
where we were and only move one at a time if it was
necessary to visit the Elsan in the tail. He also gave us a
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few details of our route. The journey would take about six
hours and we would be flying at about 6000 feet except
when it was necessary to cross the Maritime Alps. The
weather was fine and sunny with few clouds. This did not
have much interest to the passengers though, as without
windows there was little chance of seeing anything.
However, once on our journey up the west side of ltaly, the
pilot brought all those who wished to stretch their legs and
see the sights, up to the front, one at a time. Flying over
Rome it was easy to pick out the Vatican and St Peter’s and
later, the Alps.

At last we left France and approached the English coast. It
was a beautiful sight.  In bright sunshine the brilliant greens
of the fields and woods of Dorset were a picture and enough
to bring a lump to any homecomer’s throat. Not long after,
we landed at Glatton near Peterborough and after one
night’s stay were quickly on our way home.

For us it was a happy journey. For Bessie and her loved
ones a tragic one. How especially sad it was for the crew
and their families. The crew were probably veterans of
many dangerous missions yet had to lose their lives along
with their passengers on a routine flight after the war was
over.

During her time with AA, Betty moved with her battery to
many different sites, mostly in Yorkshire, and her memories
of them are prominently flavoured with accounts of their
arrival at new sites in some desolate field either in the dark,
or in damp mist or rain, facilities only for males, latrines at
the far side of a muddy field, a bath in a bucket of water
heated on the hut stove and then, as her duty as one of the
gun laying team required, having to go out in all weather to
scrub the aerials. Little wonder then that once back in civvy
street she said that she was never going back to Yorkshire.
Ah! the cruel twists of fate. We met soon after | came home
and were married in August 1946. | was still serving and my
next posting and the place we set up our first home was
York. However this was a very different experience and we
have been back many times since, most recently to this
year's ATS gunners’ reunion. Sadly though, there were no
594 Bty girls there.

PS. It is coincidental that on the day | finished this letter |
attended a local Battle of Britain wreath laying ceremony
and | was able to remember Bessie, her companions and
the crew at an RAF ceremony.

55TH COMMEMORATION OF THE LIBERATION OF
THE CITY OF ANTWERP
by Mrs Lucy Bowyer
3 Berberis Road, Leegomery, Telford, TF1 4XF

| am writing to tell you of the recent visit to Antwerp during
the weekend 4th/5th September by ex-ATS involved in the
Ack Ack defence of that city during WWIl. The invitation
came from the Royal British Legion Branch there through
the good offices of the Mayor. The group consisted of the
following ex-ATS ladies from all over the UK: Mabel Bolton,
Mona Heeley, Hilda Taylor, Helen Wiison, Rosa Riley,
Margaret Musket, Nell Mose, Ida Lees and myself Lucy
Bowyer. Included in the party were nurses of the Queen
Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service who tended
the wounded during the Normandy conflict. One of whom,



Brenda Fuller, writing under the name of McBride has
writhen two books entitted “‘Cuiet Hergines” and 'A Murse's
War, | musl ned lorgel the sailors ol the Algernas
Associgtion in the group who kept the party lively. Thay
take the name of thelr Association fram the class of mina

swasper they PIFF EGHIFENE PFEVR RS

Two services wreaths were laid on behall of the WRAC
Agsociation by Mrs Mell Mose of Eastbourme (ex-484 HAA
Battary) and Mrs Lucy Bowyer (ex 487 HAA Battery). The
whale group were well cared for by Major (Retired) Diana
Wilson, Regimental Secretary of the QARANC, who proved
adept at keeping discipling with a kd glove over a very
rruatley bul Iriendy crew.

It was a very amational tme and it s hard 10 express our
ihanks to our Belgian hosts for all they did and the kindness
shown towards us, They suffered much during the war and
thieir gratifede o the liberation forces has to ba exparienced
1o be undersiood. | am sure | express tha thoughts of us all
when | sand our sincera thanks to the ciizens of Antwernp for
their unbelievable hospitality

A kappy growp of ATS and QATMNS personne!
attending the commemoration of the 55th Anniversary
o the Liberation of Anfwerp

OPERATION AGRICOLA 19849

I am curmantly serving with 2 Battalion REME as a Control
Equipment Technician, My job is to repair eleclronic
equipment which controds the firng of Challenger tanks. |
thoughl you mighl Do Interasted to hear whal i 15 lika
senving here in Kosovoe as part of the NATO Peace-Keeping
Forca.

| deployed on Operation Agricoda in March after about a
manth on standly, The fivst part of the deployment was 1o
take our vehicles from our camp in Fallingbostal, Germany,
o Emden on the German-Dulch border Tar laading onlo a
boat for the sea passage o Thessalonika in Greeca, [t ook
abioul 24 hours to lead the boat with our unit's vahicles and
those from other units also deploving,  After the vehiclas
werg |loaded we retumed o Falingbaostel for somea lasi
minule raining and a couple of days leava.

Ten days later wa lalt Fallingbosial and flew to Thessalonika
b re-join the vehicles which had arrived the previows day,
&5 it was bwo days before the road mowve up into Macadonia,
we took full advantage of belng in a holiday resort and
sampled the waterfronlt cafes and bars!  We lef

Thessalonika at 4 o'clock In the morming lor the 4 howr drive
i convoy up to Macadonia,

When we arrived at our kocation in the town of Kavadari,
the first thing that hit us was the smell. We were [ocated
next to a wine making factory. Al around the site were the
rotling grape skins from e provious season’s wine making.
We soon made ourselvas at home and sat up for work. |
work ina self contained mobile workshop which i mounted
on tha back of a treck. The workshop 2 powerad from a
generaior which is towed behind the truck, We are quite
lucky as the workshop has normal power sockels so we can
run kettles, TVWs, etc, Some people even have thelr
compulers sef up in tham. It also has healing and air-
conditlioning 1o keep the test equipment (and usl) al &
constant emperature.  This was pul 1o full use within the
firat wesk we were fhere as when we arrived the
lemperature was well above 20°C, but three days later we
waoke up to thres incheas of snow!

Work came in at a steady rate over the firsl two weeks as
the tanks went on the Macadonian ranges for some practice
firing. The stard of the MATO bombing campaign didn't
affect us uniil Easter weekend, when our unit was required
1o provide personnel o eract tents atl the refuges camps,
which were springing up along the Macadonia-Kosovo
border b house the thousands of Kosovar Albanians feeing
athnic cleansing by the Serbs.

We weme E@ken up lo the Stankoves refluges camp at
Brazda, just north of Skopje, about 5 miles from the border
Chur first task was to arect tents for the wailmg refugess. To
begin with, the refugees stood dejectedly watching us as we
put the tards up, but they soon bagan to help us. Wea evan
got the children involved, tying guy ropes onio the 1enis.
With the help of a refugese who spoke English we stared
allocating tenis to families. Thase were 8 man tents but
families of up to 15 were crowding into them as we had
fewar tents than there were relugsees. By night-lall we wara
still erecting lents bul the supply was running out 50 we had
to start givirg them to childran with just a eouple of adulls to
take care of them,

When the supply ran oul, we went 10 our rest area for &
guick braak, then began giving out blankets and plastic
sheating to the walling refugees who hadnt gol tents.
When we ran out of supplies, another sid truck came
brirging more biankels and plastic shesting, The relugees
surged forward, all trying to get their share, We had to form
a human barmar to hold tham back as othars want to the
refugess who were oo ofd or young o come for their
blankets. It was heart wranching to 528 thess peopla who,
only a lew wooks bofore, had been living in aparment
blocks in town cenfres, were now reduced 1o asking us for a
blankel and a bt of plastc sheating ard rummaging Ihrough
the packaging from these items for something 10 bum fo
keap warm. I really made you wondar Rosw you woubd cope
In such a situation

Later in the night we were able to distribute some food and
water, The refugees guewed up to get thelr share, then
shullled off into the darkness o thelr tents or pile of
blankets. Evantually the quewe of refugeses disappearad
and we were able to gel a couple of hours sleep. The next
moening we woke al § o'clock and the full enormity of the
siuation was revealed. As far as we could sae thare ware
tents and in the areas between them, humps of blankets
which were people sleeping, A gueus of refugees had
already formed, patienthy walling for whatever we could give
tham., We bagan handirg cut he lood and water we had
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remainmg rom the previous nighl, bul this soon fan oul
The queue continued lo grow evan though we had nothing
more to give them. After helping refugees move into more
tents which had been erected during the night, we moved 1o
another parl of the camp 10 put wp yel more. Aller 24 hours

at the camp, pryje ?!e% i FW}@ 1BV
us and we mnruaim oo Hﬂﬁ fo our uniltglpgn'fg pot
back to Kavadarc folally exhavsted, both physically and

meantally. Everyone agread that il was ong of the maost
worthwhile things we had ever done.

Az the Peace Takks progressed, the remaining hall of our
unit arrived in Macadonia, The site at Kavadarc) was nod big
gnough s we moved 1o a lield beside an engneering
factory jusl oulside the own of Sip. Like many of tha unils
in Macadonia we were accommodated in the local hodal.
Cwuir wnit ook over the whole building, puiting our chefs in
the kitchen and putting a guard in the foyer.  Although the
rooms hiad en suite facilities it was rather similar o Fawity
Towers, On many oocasions we ratumed Trom work 1o fing
thers was o walter in the hatel, Quite & problem when there
were no alftermative toiket facilities,

Diurineg the tim= at Stip when wa had a lull in echnical work
| halped the MT section oul with dalivering engines ('Packs’)
ta the units further fowards the front line, This was a nice
break from my normal job as it also gave me chance 10 see
& bit more of the country, 1T was offen quite dangerous as
the local children in Skopje decided thal throwing stones at
passing MATO vehicles was a good gama. | was quila
lucky, as | only ever got hit on ihe side of the cab. Soma
who weren't so lucky had their windscreens amashed.

We all watched the TV with great interest on the day NATO
roops crossed the border. That evening | was asked 1o do
a Pack run up to some of our unil who weare about 6 miles
from the Kosowo border. As we approached Skoppe we
joirad on the end of an ltalian convoy heading lor the
bardar. When we passad hrough the town caenire, thea
Izcals were on the street shouting, cheering and waving as
we passed, It made such a change from having siones
thrown at you. | actually felt guite guilty waving back to them
as | wasn't going across the border but stopping short of it
to drop Packs off. When | gol Back | was Lald to turn round
and take some more Packs up & our unit. | had to hawe
them ihere by & o'clock in the morning as they wara going
across the border at half past six. After pushing the truck o
the limit, | got there with 10 minutes 1o spare, then walched
proudly as they moved oul of the locaton to head for the
border, When | eveniually got back ta Stip | el into bed
after an exhausting 30 hours withoul sheep.

& week after MATO entered Kosovo | had my first trip into
that country. The border crossing was wery busy with
refugees returning to Kosovo and with quewes of taxis and
min-Tuses wailing 1o retum Inio Macadonka alier dropping
off returming refugess. The US Army was making a vague
altermpl at controlling the chaos, bul tha locaks seamed to
think they Knew best so long delays ab the border wera
ingvitable. In the funnels jusl over the border, there was
evidence of the Serb Apny positions. Sandbag defences
were pushed to one side in the wnnels and at efther end
were ming boxes stacked sevaral high.  Mine flelds also
lined the rmoad so care had 0 be taken al all times 1o ensurg
tha wheels of the iruck stayed wall clear of tha varges. Alar
seaing tha destruction in Bosnia, | was surprised how little
damage was visible, There were several bumt cut houses
and a damaged barracks, but apart from thal the
countryside looked very undisturbed with farmeara beginning
i hamvest the crops which had ripened in their absence,
Everyone we passad stopped whal fhey were doing and
waved which made us realise thal what we were doing
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really was worthwhile.

Once the forward units had secured Prsting and  Ihe
surrounding area our unil began planming e move Nk
Kosown,  Several sites were looked. at before a laclory
makirg equipment for the local power stations was fnally
decided upon as the mast suilabla. The site is about 5 miles
nawih of Pristina close to an open cast coal mine which
provides fuel for the wo nearby power stations,  Chr
workshops are parked on a paich of grass al one side of ha
faciony. Some of the uni are using par of o rmain bulkdisg
for workshops and stores,  Thae 15 guile a well equippsd
kifchan and dinmg area, but the other faclities are rathar
limited. There ara sevaral hole n the ground' toilets and
rnow there are also two ‘lwoury’ porlaloos. Showsnng
facilities don't exist yat 5o & great deal of improvisalion s
going on, Ponchos become shower curtaing, nosepipes
become showerheads and water is heated by putting black
ey cans full of water in the sun all day (cold showers on
Cloudy days!

My accommadation is a 9" x 9' tant shared with 8 driver. Wa
have made it a5 homely as possibée with calendars, phoics,
and, of course A cuddly toy each, Mosguito nels are
egsential as well to avoid being eaten alive by the local
ingects. It gets very hot dunng the day, well above 30°C,
bul 1he evenings feel quite coal by comparison, evan though
the tempearature only drops 10 15°C, With the tarmperalieres
s warm as they arg we have o do our PT m the early
marning or in the avening. The volleyball court which we
have buill is in constant wuse from finishing work i the
evening until it gets ioo dark to play.

Oine ol the bigges! problems locally is thal i was a mainky
Serb area prior to the confiicl.  Row the relurning Kosowar
Albanians are punishing the Sedbs for what thay have
sufiered. Every night the afr is full of smoke as Serbs are
driven from thair homas and the houses bumt. This leads
to a heavy smog in the momings which isn't helped by the
pollution from the coal mine and power station which have
now stared production. The unit also helps with repair wodk
al a local elinic and schood, Unfartunately | have nol vet had
the apporiunity to visl he propact.

We are now inio the last two monthe of our deployment so
our thoughts are fuming to retuming home and having
lgave,  Most of my leave wall be spent mowving from
Fallingbostel 1o Tidworth a3 | am posted shortly atter | gal
heoimee, Mo doubt # will be only a shorl limeo wntil | deploy
back to the region with oy new onil. Hopedully, | will be abla
fo witnass the region returring 1o normal nexd tme | am in
this part of the waorkd.

CEMTEMARY CELEEBRATION 1N HUDDERSFIELD
By Mrs Betty France
11 Warwick Avenue, Golcar, Huddersfield, HOT 4BX

Froae Tefi bor prgetat: Mis Frooeee, Miss S, Mes Lenns



The Territorial Army Drill Hall in St Paul's Street,
Huddersfield was 100 years old on 15th May 1999. Local
people had dug deep into their pockets to raise the money
for this permanent base for the 5th Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment which has the freedom of the Borough. To fulfil
this honour, SPIgieFs (e RIUPP-EErvRacs fyAUSh
the streets of the town with Band playing, flags flying and
bayonets fixed.

In the evening the Drill Hall was open to anyone who, at any
time during the previous 100 years, had been connected
with it. The Band marched and played while a large
gathering of former soldiers and their families enjoyed a free
drink and buffet supper as they remembered the good and
bad times of the past. This huge memorial is a testament to
their companions who had given their lives for their country.

Among the guests were three former members of the ATS
company which was formed at the Drill Hall in 1939 - 3rd
West Riding Company ATS commanded by Mrs B Schofield
was attached to 43rd Searchlight (5th Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment) Royal Engineers TA.

Miss Christina Shaw who will be 90 years old in February
2000 was the Regimental Telephonist.

Mrs Betty France (Sgt Parkinson) was the Orderly Room
Clerk later posted to HQ 31 AA Brigade. She enlisted at the
Drill Hali in May 1939 exactly 60 years to the day.

Mrs Vera Lewis (Copeland) helped in the QM Stores, later
serving in several Brigade and Divisional Headquarters in
the south.

They had many memories of the Drill Hall in wartime,
makeshift sleeping and cooking arrangements and being
accepted as useful members of the Regiment. They were
disappointed that more ex-ATS had not joined them as they
were treated as VIPs and invited to join the 5th Duke’s Old
Comrades Association, an honour readily accepted even if
it has taken 60 years!

AWARD OF THE MBE

Congratulations to Mrs Auriel James of Bath Branch who
has received the MBE in the Honours List.

Mrs James’'s award was for setting up the charity called
‘Search’.  This charity is one of the very few set up
specifically to ensure that elderly people in genuine financial
need receive help that is available to them from charitable
sources. '

If you would like more information write to: The
Administrator, Charity Search, 25 Portview Road,
Avonmouth, Bristol, BS11 9LD, Tel Bristol (0117) 9824060
(10am - 4pm).

ONE WAY OF GETTING PROMOTION
By J Peggie Dudgeon (Nee Ricardi), ATS W/246994
1943-1946
PO Box 2428, Murrels Inlet, South Carolina 29576-2428

I have enjoyed reading about others’ adventures in the ATS,
so felt a bit guilty that | had not contributed. | thought about
the many occasions which were a bit funny or very serious,
and decided to write about one.

Friend, Marion Rose and | were a bit envious of two friends
who had completed the Physical Training Instructor Course.
They returned to Winchester sporting a LCpl stripe on their
sleeves, which meant they would have an increase in their

pay.

We discussed the possibility of also trying to become PE
Instructors, and without a second thought about it being
November and much cooler weather, we applied for
training.

Marion and | were sent to a training camp in the Midlands,
and were soon in shorts and short-sleeved shirts on the
barrack square, performing daily exercises from early
morning through to tea time.

Having come from a job that mainly required the use of a
pencil and paper, we found this routine exercising was
causing aches here and there we never noticed before.

One weekend, we decided to take a trip into the nearest
town and ventured off on a bus to have a change of scene.
I remember it was not easy stepping up into the bus after all
our PT.

Neither was it any easier getting off. We decided a walk-
about, sightseeing, would be helpful.

We found we even had difficulty stepping off the curb down
to the street due to the aching muscles in our legs. While
attempting this feat in an awkward manner, a dear lady of
some years, spry as could be, spoke to us. “Oh, my dears,
have you both been injured from some bombing incident?”
she asked.

One look at us, attempting to make our legs return to the
pavement without undue groans, and to reply to this kind
woman, showed we must have been under great stress.
However, we maintained straight faces while nodding our
heads, thanking her for her concern, and trying to maintain
an orderly appearance as we watched her pass out of sight.

We actually did complete the course, found that exercise
every day took the aches away, and we felt better for it.
Also, we did earn our LCpl stripes.

It was the beginning of one of the fun-sides of my career, for
| really enjoyed it.

LIFE IN THE WRAC IN THE 1950s
By J James, (ex W/387478 Randle J, WRAC)
21 Brands Farm Way, Randlay, Telford, Shropshire, TF3 2JF

The following is a resume/summary of my life in the WRAC.
| hope it will reach out to other WRAC members and
encourage them to write something too.

| love the ‘LIONESS’ but have noticed that nearly all the
letters are from ex-ATS ladies, who | know all have a grand
repartee with each other, as most of them served through a
very grave part of life for them, and | admire them greatly.
Unfortunately, | was only seven when they were keeping me
safe in my bed. It was not until years later that | was able to
serve in any way, and | really did enjoy the friendship and
togetherness that existed even then. | missed it very much
when | took my discharge to help at home.

My service in the WRAC started in April 1954 - my training
was at the Depot at Guildford. After the first shock of having
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paople shouting al me, | setiled down and did begin 1o enkoy
myzelf. | loved the drill, the PT and kegping my own kit neat
and y. | entered the Service as a Clerk/Typist, and my
clerical training was done at Salisbury. It was veany different
from anything | had ever done before, except the typing.
Haow hard my PEYF-@0RE} e 9sbPaedeVieso! |
sl use only two lingers on each hand! | passed the course
and whean asked wheare | would liks to ba postad, | optad for
overseas, keeping my fingers crossed, | gol my wish and
wenlt 1o Kingston-upon-Thames transd camp, whera |
recenved new summer kit and some nasty injections, After
a stay ol only a few weeks | along with many othars, was
on the way o a port down south to embark on & ship for
EGYFT. On waking the nexl morning | could rmof gel oul of
ihe cabin quick enough and spent the rest of the day in a
deck chair out in the fresh air, | had nothing o eat o drink
- urtil & lovealy steward (who said he was assigned o my
fabke in the dining room, and had heard why | was absent
frarm meals), brought me a glass of lovely cold water and a
dry cob. He said that | must iry to eal the cob and drink the
waler or | would ba varyill. | obeyved hirm and the rest of the
joumey was like a holiday voyage,

We were fold, about 14 days later, that we had arrived at
Port Sakd. We walched the boys Inving o calch colns
thirown from the deck of the ship, although we could not ses
anything that looked ke landl As we got closer we began
to see somathing emerging from the heal haze, we had
indeed arrved, About seven of us were taken to Ladysmith
Camp, Fayid, and allocated our rooms and beds in oblong
shaped blocks of concrete and brick, which were very hat, |
thought | would nevar be able o slasp in that heal, and
mentioned it o one of the women already ocoupying the
rearm,  She replied, “Wait unlil he winler cormas, hen you
will really feal cald®. | did not believe her of courss, but by
the time the end of September arved, | was cold, Then |
was posied o a camp at Moascar which, comparad with
Ladyvamith, was very small and next to & radlway ling. The
trains weara ovarllowing with peopla every mea thay came
past the camp - clinging to the sides, sitting or lying on the
roof, an amazing sight. The accommodation there was in
miszen huts coversd with bamboo. It was here that |
experienced my first bocuest swarm which was frightening 1o
say the least as they fell down in between the hut and the
bamboo sheeling; we ware shul inside with windows and
daoors tightly closed!!

When trouble blew up again out thera, | was posted back to
Catterick - from the extreme heal of Egypt to the coldest
place in the workd® | rermamber | sat in front of the fire on my
dig-ambarkation leave al home untll the front of my legs
wiare motiled! | did not like it there and applied for a posting
nearer o my home,  Luckily | landed at Donningfon in
Shropshire and ended my service there as a Corporal. |
foved most of my service and did not want to become a
civilian, Howewear my lamily needed a wage from me, S0 |
left after tuming down a posting to Algiers as a Sergeant.

| hope that this brings back memaories o some of the people
wihio ware oul there whils! | was. | have read o5 of items
written by ATS members, but seen only ong meantion, | think,
of WRAL service. | love the “together-ness” that the ATS
members ssem fo have with each ather and thirk that it wil
be a shame i the same thing is lost for the ex-WRAC
members, because it was there whilst | was serving. 1 am a
mzmber of the Shropshire WRAC Assoclation Branch
whaose mambsars are mainly ex-ATS, and thal fealing is sull
there amongst them, a3 | am sure it s in all the other
branchas throughoul the country. Come on WRAC
members, put pan 1o paper, and share your fime with us.

10

A CLERKS LIFE IN THE ATS
By Mrs Ursula Slevenson (nese Waorts, WIA2526)
28 Church Siresl, Bakdock, Herts, SG7 BAE

YV ¥y
St Wearts on She Sergeants’ course af Hh
ATE NCOs School, Litchfield tn Aprdd 1542

Immediately war was declared | volunteared for the ATS. |
zal an examination and had a medical, both at Scolland
Yard, and then was called up in Fabruary 19440,

First | wenl o Salidean, near Brighion, for my three weeks'
raining and from there | was posted lo HO Eastam
Command at Cavalry Bamacks, Hounslow. | was a clerk
and worked in an office above the stables

While | was there a bomb fell and bured Haelf in the barrack
squara but did nol exploda.  When it was aveniually
exhumed it was found to be full of rubble and painted on the
outsids was "Good Luck England”. | understand that il was
placed on display in the window of a large London store on
e OCCason.

Alzo whilst thare | had tonsillitis and was sent 1o sick bay
whera the mattrass was on the floor under the bed.

Later Eastern Command was split and | was posted fo
FReigate, then Dunstable and then Morion Camp near
Taunton. My last posting was to 354 S/ Regment al
Kintbury, near Mewbury, where my office was a servant’s
guarter in tha home of Lord Bumbam. Whilst senang al
Cavalry Barracks | became friendly with Cpl Vi Baxter who
became Mrs Vi Pascos. Unforunately we lost owch.

S0 many times | recall events and each me | recclve my
Lioness | eagerly ook to ses il there is anybody | remember,
I wonder does anybody remember me?

WOMEMNS' ROYAL ARMY CORPS ASSOCIATION,
DACORUM BRANCH
By Mrs V Thompson [Secretary)
54 Leys Road, Heme! Hempstead, Harthardshire, HP3 3LE

Cir Chaleman, Mrs Freddie Weatherley, has retumnesd from
visitirgg her family in Amernica. Whilst there, she took soma
photographs of the Memorial to their servicewomen, and
wondarad whathar 1 would Be of inléres! 1o our Mambors.
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B0 YEARS YOUNG
Violet Middletan, 36 Cottaga Grove, Bockings Elm,
Clacton on Sea, CO16 80J

These ex ATS Ladies get everywhera! This is ane of our
members, Vialat Middleton, having rather late fhying lessons
o celebrate her B0ih Birthday, Last year it was a Helicopter
Flight; now she is contamplating eitrer a Hot Alr Balloon
ride of maybe a submanne — | wonder what was in her
inections that we all missed,

Wiolet, single name Martio, Ay Mo W30E44, |oined up on
1 February 1940, Her Basic Training was at the Ocean
Holded, Brighton. She stared out a3 a Cook, than on 30 July
1942 went to Kimal Park 0 train as a Searchlight Opearator
= much more ep her street | would say, She joined the
Colchester Branch in 1845,

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

The photograph published here is of Lady Val Kemball
presenting a Cerificate of Appreciation fo Mrs Brenda
Manning in recognition of all the work she had undertaken
in keeping our Raffie Stall in oparation for 11 years, only
having to siop because of failing hearing.

Brenda, single name Piles, Army Mo WAT44E0, was a
Corporal Cook. She had many postings but her prowdest
time was baing asked, of ralber chosan, o cook for the
Colonial Officers at Kingsford Park on the cocasion of the

Queen's Corpnation.  She sarved from 12 Feb 1852 o 12
Feh 1955,

Mrs Brenda Manning receives her certificale
from Lady Kemiball

MEETING UP AFTER HALF A CENTURY

Anadicle in a national magazine led an eldery Dovercourt
woman o a reunion with warlime colleagues after maore
than 50 years.

Miss Dorolhy Whitmarsh was called up to the Civil Nurging
Resarve at the start of the war bul towards the end of 1940
sha joined the newly-formed ATS and althowugh she wanied
to go into the medical service, she found hersell with 455
(Mh Hvy A% Battery.

she was posted all over the country — the Midlands,
Lordon, Wales and Scolland, and laler doodiobug alley on
Romrey marshes in Kenl where her unit was responsible
for intercepling 40 per cent of missiles directed al Londan,

When a plea came fof volunteers 1o train as State Enrolied
Mursas, the then Sgi Whitmarsh applied, but she was lemed
down, &0 she handed in her stripes,. Eventually however,
ahe was transferred o madical dubes and fo her delight she
was posted back 1o her old battery.

She then saw service in Belgium, Holland and Germarny,
sustaining an injury which required years of hospital
trealment and left her & 100 per cent war disabled
pensionar,

As a member of the Mol Forgolten Association, Miss
Whitmarsh has attended 18 Buckingham Palace garden
parties, meeating several members of the Royal family,
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The 1981 evenl was hald soon aller he announcameant of
Prince Charles's epgagement to tha then Lady Diana
spencar and Miss Whitmarsh has fond memories of
speaking to the couple,

Evean at these]p W acs Gy W=D
collsagues sln:::e baing Tgtdfﬁ bt then early
last year she saw details in Yours magazine about 8 reunion
for members of har old battery.

it was heldd af Leigh-on-Sea with ex-ATS members travelling
thea bargth and breadth of the country bo attend, and revive
memones of thelr vears logether,

“We had some great fimes. They were wonderful years, but
no-ane will ever forget the hormrors,” Miss Whitmarsh told a
lacai reporter who imterviewsad her.

BERLIN RE-VISITED

By Mrs Dot Mixon, (nee Cpd Dot Vemaon),
6 Weldon Drive, Ormskirk, Lancs

The 4 ex-ATS girls in this pholograph lived i Berlin
between 15846 and 1949 during which time the Berlin Alr-Lift
ook place. They are Sgl Kath Fladding (now Mres Paul), Cpl
Elsie Wilkinson (now Mrs Hardy), Cpl Jean Hart {now Mrs

Eastham) and Cpl Dot Vemon (now Mrs Mikon),  Kath
Fialding and Jean Hart weare actually stationed in Berdin
during the 11 months of the Air-Lift, and Kath was awarded
the BEM for her services. They both balong to tha Baerdin
Airiift Association which celetrated ts S0h annsersany in
Barlin 3-13 May 1998, Each membar was allowed to take
one guest and so Elzie and Dot went as guests,

This was a really wonderful 5 day visit in which Berlin said
“ihank you” to the paopls who mannad he Aidilt in 19489,

Thi vislt moluded a coach tour round Berlin where we saw
the great difference between the East and West Sectors —
in the Waesl the rebuilding is in the ok style but in the East,
which was under Communist rule for so long, a large
number of bulldings ara 31l derclict and a massiva e
building programme is in pregrass. We saw the remains of
“The Wall® and also walked by the Brandenburg Gate wherg
tha photo was takan,

Wa alza had a 3 hour baal tip with lunch on the Hareel
Laka, a concert by a Barin Chambar Orchesira and a
magnificent dizplay in the Olymple Stadium by he BAF
Fara-Gliding Team followed Dy the bands of the RAF,
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American Army and Germany Army. The Grand Finale was
a beautiful firework display,

When we amived in Berin on the Sunday wa were Iree to do
as we pleased so we 4 @x-ATS look ourselves off on the U-
Bahn and S-Behn to find our old accommodation In
Charlollenburg and re-live the lime we spent there over 50

VYEars ago.

The years rolled back and for 8 shor ime we were those
young ATS girs who lhved and worked in war ravaged
Berlin,

It was a wonderful expanence and a great prvilege o go
back and see Berlin as it is today,

VISIT TO DIKSMUIDE -~ BELGIUM
By Mrs M H Gamham, 32 Keswick Gardens, Huislip,
Middlesex, MA4 TXM

A Party from the Hertfordshire Mo.1 Branch of the Brilish
Korean Velerans Associalion and Friends, wenl o
Diksmuide in Beigum on 28 May 1989, to attend the
Belgium Korean Day Commemoration Memorial Service.
They were joined by other groups as guests of the Belgium
Korean Veterans for this ceremony on 29 May. | was lucky
enough to ba one of these guests.

During the ceremony we were honoured io have the
Diksmuide Brass Band leading us. The standards wene
carmied by the wvarnous represantatives and a wvery
memorable service was conducied al the Korean Memaorial,
The Iocal population ined the route as we marched back
through the town, They wera vary enthusiastic and cheerad
s On our way,

The salute was teken at the Town Hall by the Korean
rapresantative, Burgomastar and local dignitares who had
attended the Ceremony. This was followed by a civic
recaplion inside.

Sunday saw us-oul again. We went o Genl with its histornic
buildings and beautiful cathedral, not forgetiing the lovely
hand made lace. Our jourmey back fook us © Tyne Col
Cemalery 8l Pessendale. With so much digrity and
serenity, words could not express our feelings,

The evening of Sunday 20 May, our party attended the Lass
Poet Ceremony at the Menin Gate in ¥pres, Five buglers
from the local ire station ook part and a large gathering of
visitors and local people = all very impressive.

I was with dignity and pride that the march and standards
were paraded in & very moving ceremony 1o commemorale
all Inose brave men and women who lost ther lives n the
two World Wars, but have no known grave.,

Among the many wreaths was one jointly laid by Mrs Ethel
Shaw and mysell, Mre Mina Garnham, on behall of the
Greater London Branch, WRAC Association,

Tha return march after the ceremony was led by Mrs
Doreen Denmis and Mrs Mavis Littleton, two ladies from
ket WRAC Association who wara with the Kand BUFFS on
thiz parade.,

My visit o Ypres holds special memornies for me as | had
been barn and wed thera for many years. My Tather had



wiorked for the War Graves Commission.  Allhough quite
young, | remember being al the unveiling and dedication of
the Menin Gale with my parents.

It was very nostalgic 1o be paricipating in this ceremany

after all these PP Compressor Free Version
by thanks to the Herifordshire Mo, 1 Branch of the British

Korean Veterans Assodalion for albowing me 1o ba thelr
guest on this special gccasion.

HAPPY DAYS
By Mrs G E Hansford (W/181811 WO2 G Shreeve)
3 Whinmoor Streel. Katocomba, NSW 2780, Australia

| was delighted to see “Memories of the WRAZ" story on
page &7 of the Mo 2 issus of the Lioness writien by Barbara
Parks (formerdy Barbara Michaels), | too was in Edinburgh
in 1850, as Chiel Clerk to ADWRAC in the Castle. Then in
1851 | was posted o FARELF, travelling by sea In *Empirg
Windrush", | first worked for a few weeks al Forl Canning,
then to the job of Chief Clerk in AG{PS) in FARELF. | really
enjoyed being there with 26 clerks of vanious races as well
as British other ranks, | found it interesting hearing aboul
thewr lives and lamities, | had one clerk who had two wives!!

Several of us girks went on leave together o the Sandicrofl
Leave Centre in Penang, Sgt Adelaide White, L/Cpl Baker
and myself among others. We had a wonderful leave
lpaked after by the WS, | remember Barbara Michaels
quite well, although | can't remember which Branch she was
in. | have guite a few photographs in my FARELF albums
showing Barbara in the Wateriall Gardens. at the Ayer [tam
Temple and the Cable Rabway up o the top of Panang Hill.
I I hear from her | will gel some copées printed and send
them off by Alr Bail,

RECORD OFFICE GIRLS
By Mrs Joan Halliwell (nee Moon W/222554)
26 Foxdale Court, Appleton, Cheshire, Wad 5BS

| rarely, if ever, see mention of ATS Record Office clerks 5o
may | meantion & litfle about ‘us™?

Having Iraired at Morthamplon, many of us were sent down
to the RAST Record Oifice at the back of Hastings, this was
housed in a former slong buill Monastery. |t was baliaved
to be a ‘marker’ for the enemy, standing as # did, high on &
hi# overlooking the town. Hastings cerfainly had its share of
bombing raids and later the 'doodie-bugs’.

My work was concemned with communications regarding
perscnngl in the Middle East. There were around fee

hundred ATS girls working alongside older civiians. We
ATS were billeted in large houses nearby (B Cov and D
Coy). In spite of much enemy activity in the area we ware
unscathed and suffered no casuallies, that s, until & ragedy
ocoumad. A yourg Corporal, akong wilh others, stepped oul
on to the roof of her billet to watch the gun flashes across
the Channel. Sha fell o ber death and whal added to the
anguish was the fact that she was an only child and also a
bocal girl,

One bright event, laler in the War, was the visit of Mary
Churchill ana Saturday evaning lo our Danca. Her Ack Ack
Battery were slatoned on the Hastings Clifftop temporarily,
| met my late husband, whao was siationed at tha nearby
Camp and we were marriad af the itle obd Church close by,
a very happy oocasion with mainly khaki-clad guesis! I'm
sure none of us could ever forget our Service days — & time
like mo other! Speaking for mysell, having previously Bved
through the Batile of Britain on the Sussex Coast, the
experience left me with a llelong admiration for the RAF,

ACHIEVEMENT OF THE YOUNGER GENERATIOM!
By Enid M Hoimes, 40 Shepherds Hill, Harokd Waood,
Romford, Essax, AM3 OND

In July 1992 bwo members of Hord Branch colebrated their
grand-daughisrs baing prasented with a Duke of Edinburgh
Gold Award at & Royal Garden FPary,

Frances Dukeson i the grand-daughter of Phyllis Bearham
a member of ford branch. Phyllis together with her own
daughter Linda accompanied her grand-daughier Frances
o this evant.

Katy Mann, grand-daughter of Batly Melson, was prasenied
to Prince Edward on 20 July o receie her Award, Katy is
the second member of her family fo recelve this award,
tollowing in her elder brather's footsteps.

Froe laft bo mght: Linda Dulbeson, Frances Dukeson
arid Phyllis Bearham

FURTHER TO BESSIE GOODMAN'S STORY
COPY OF LETTER SEMT TO HER GREAT MIECE
(MRS VICKERY FROM MRS BETTY CULLUM)

I have just received my copy of the Lioness and was very
interesied to read your article, and find out a little mone of
what happened on that fateful day in 1846, | is incradible
Iz know that it happened over 50 vaars agoe and the facts
are only just coming out.

[ too took off from Glation Airport on the same day. Three
planes iook off fo relum to Maples and, as | have heard, ong
plane returned to France, bacause of bad weather. My
plane reached Maples safely
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The plane carrying your Bessie was lost. Everything was
very hush hush and detads were never published wnill
racenily.

Besszia looks vary familiar fo ma allhowegh | didn’t really know

her. Howevepd Coy
slatonad in Gas&itlli; id kHow mﬁﬁgﬁﬁl 5 who

perished on that fateful trip, many of them came out to N
Africa when | did. | was one of the lucky ones. The fact that
I didn't know until recently what happened, although it was
kriown thal the plane had ditched inthe saa, has worned me
over the years

About & year ago an aricle appaared in the magazine and |
did write a liftle aricke which was published, As a resull the
fianca of Pte May Mann {who died) contacted me and he
eventually mamied the wife of the pilot of the plane. As a
rasult wea have met on several cocasions 5o | have sant a
copy of your arlicle to him,

It was all & long time age but 1o me it cowld have happaned
yastarday, | only hope there is never another war as it
leaves so much unhappinass.

Bessia would have bean abowt the same age as me, now
78, and as vou Ived in Cambridge perhaps she did too, |
was born and vad in Cambridgs all my lile until | married,
and | wonder if | knew her befora joining the ATS.

| don't know whethar you have any Enowledge as to the
location in Maly = | was In Caseitta which was oulskde
Maples and we worked in the Palace there, There were
ATS units in Maples and Padua bul | doubt if they wara dus
for leave in October as 6 OF Coy 3rd Mediterran Giroup was
the ondy unit In Italy 1944/45

| do hope you have more information from ATS girs and |
am sorry hat you lost your dear aunl.

WOMEM IN THE ARMY TO-DAY

How are you gefiing on?  What are you doing?  Those of
you wihe are slill sarving have littka idea how many of us whi
are now civilians want to know the answers 1o these
quastions. Some of us are lecky enough to attend briefings,
some receive regimental magazines from their former
emploving ams and some have marred Into the anmy, bul
many of us do not have access to information by any of
these means. The accounts in the varous media ara nol
really satisfying for those of us who have had experience of
what reporters can do and raraly give credit 1o the dally hard
grind which is 5o oftan the soldiers' lat,

The following exiract is from the Royal Synals’ regimantal
magazing “The Wira", It is published every two months and
in every issue panis, in addition o notas from every wnit,
iterns under the general heading “MNews from the Balkans™.
The enclosed piclure shows Signaller Roberls on duly wilky
the italkans in Kosovo, she is one of several woman soldiers
o ba pictured in this theatre quistly carrying out the duly
assigned to them. It is only in service joumnals that the
nature of the difficulties faced by our soldiers in the Balkans
ara brought home; it is the understated commeants of those
who are there that impress: “There was a kol of actoily and
musch to see in the infdial phasa of the Kosowo element of the
deployment miuch of which was not very ndce, A numiper of
daad of injured animeals, lols of wracked and bumad ou
carg with personal belongings scattered everywhera, Some
of the team were unlucky enowgh to discover corpses.. The
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Slgnaller Roberts on duty in Kosopo

gmoke rising from burmning houses could be seen all over
The reports from varous wnits and with a comment from
Signallers Amitage and Pesry of 16 Signal Regiment, (with
whom many WRAC readers will have served In BAOR):
“Soma membsars have baen able o visit war crime sites and
what they have reported back has made us reallse exactly
why wa are in Kosovo and has made this long and arduous
tour worthwhile”, On a happeer node members of 251 Signal
Sguadron, Aldershol, where many ex-WRAC have served
and some are still serving, weare pictured after taking part in
this year's Fleet half-marathon, having raiged £342 for tha
Cuean Mary's Nursary Aldershol

Those branches naar enough to atterd Cosps Day at
Worthy Down are of course able to see women of the AG
Corps in action, The following photograph, taken i 1999
shows the woman leader of a combined AG Corps leam
over from BAOR to compete in an event which they won
together with @ member from the ASPT dressed as an
*Edwardian’,

The Winning Team
There must be many others serving in corps and regiments

not menticned here who have interesting siories to tell and
picturas to be reproduced; please sand tham in.



THE MILITARY CEMETARY I[N RHEINDAHLEN

LCpl Wilsen, WRAC, died on 19th May, 1957 at BMH
Hoslert, BAQHR, She knew that she was vary seriously il bt
had asked 1o slay in theatra 50 as to ba naar her friends.

She was a pupm i ' w the
day of her doa megﬁmwem aﬁiﬁ the
Gamison Church of St Boniface and was attended by as
miany of the WRAC Ballalion as could be spared from duty.
Burial tock place in the pouring rain in the newly laid out
midlitary cemetary wiich Dy that ime was awash with yellow
mud. It was a8 sombre occasion — lines of WRAC soaking
wel In Mo, 1 dress standing 1o attention, soma with tears
running down their faces as L'Cpl Wilson's cofleagues from
her user arm fired a final round of shols and the Last Post
was played.

Al the tima the whole cemetery had a desolata air which,
combined with a few bedraggled wreaths on newly heapad
mourdds, must kaunt the mamonas of some who were thers
42 years ago, Itis for them that this phatograph was laken,
0 bovely and peaceful now, it was hard to find and
unrecognisable from that remembered scene from the past.
The roses on eliher side of the headstona seem to be St
Boniface, a lovely cl=ar red, Pie Almeida was a paricular
friend of L'Cpl Wilson; I you are oul there, pleass wile (n.

Alisan Schofield

BERALIN RE-VISITED AFTER 50 YEARS
by Jean Eastham, nee Harl, Ex Cpl ATS/AWRAC
11 Morth Houses Lane, Lytham-5i-Annes, FY8 4NT

During the latter part of my service in the ATSMWRAC | was
stathoned with HO British Troops Berlin 1948749, Wea wara
cut off from the rest of the world and blockaded in Bearlin by
a reporied 350,000 Russians from 24 June 1948-12 May
18948,

On 24 June 15848 the Berlin Alrlift began and the AAF
including the Commonweallh and the American &ir Forcas
combined 1o fiy in food, clothing, medcal supplies, coal far
us and 2'2 milion Germans frapped in our seciors. They
also flew im generators when the Russtans cul ofl the
alectricity supply. These gave us 2 hours uza per day ard
then ran steam rollers to build new runways, desperately
neaded o enable more aircrall to land with sepplies.

It was the biggest airlift operation atlempted balora or since
ard we wera able to win tha beginning of the "TOLD WAR'
by peaceful means

Az a member of the British Berlin Alrfifl Association (maostly
RAF), | was honoured among them and invited to refurn to
Berlin as a guest of the German Gratitude Foundation run
by the Berdin Senate. Kathleen Paul ree Figlding ATS was
also invited and traveled from Canada where she had
emigraled Some Years ago.

Unfortunately Junior Commander Chester, now Cuinlan,
who was our officer in charge at the time, was unable to
aftend, Two other ATS ladies who served in Berlin, but not
during the airdift weare our gueests, Dot Mixon nee Vemon and
Elzie Hardy nee Wikinson, Delence Secrelary George
Roberson was among the VIFs who attendad tha 5 day
reunion together with the Governing Mayor of Berlin
Eberhard depgen. They addressed the gatharing of British,
Commanwaalth, American, Franch and German at the Airift
Memorial Templahof, Barlin al a wrealh layng caremony
which was very moving. Each country had bands playing,

It was said *Courage and determination, staying power and
the spinl of resistance and finally the readiness o accapt
termporary material disadvantages in the cause of freedom
and democracy paid off”,

Thea 5 day visit included a 3 hour boat trip on Berlin's Lake
Havel {which brought back memores of when we used tha
Yacht Club), 8 concert and sighisesing of the restored
bulldings of the Reichstag, Rathaus, Brandanburg Gale and
the airfieids used for the 'lift' — Gataw and Templahof,

We also visited the Allied Museum to which | have donated
some of my memorabilia, including Aussian passas,
movernent ordars, arm flashes and a photo giving ouf Xmas
1948 presants to the children in Berdin, The latter was used
lar publcation n a book called 'Fionears of the Airlift’,

Al the museum | was delighted to meat Gail Halvorsen
again, the American Pilot who became so famous, known
as the ‘Candy Bomber., He dropped chewing gum and
swesls (tied in handkerchiefs) ta the German children as his
plane approached the perimeter of Templehof aifisld Berkin.

0 owr last paght, 12 May 1999, the tatloo was staged at the
Bardin Olympic Stadium. To open the proceedings in front
of German, British, Amenican and French speclators, wea
marchad oul firsl, round the arena bahind tha RAF band and
the Umion Jack flag, followed by America and France -
approx 300 in all.

Wa were given a standing ovation, with cheering and
flowers on our way round, Chifls went up and down our
spines and we were veary proud indsed to represent ihe
ATSIWRALC,

Thea Berliners have never forgotten and have been elermnally
grateful b us for staying with them and providing Tor tharm
during those dark days. They have provided for and

15



supported wives and Lamilies of those who kost thedr lives on
thair behalf during that time ever since.

Is there anyone out there who was in Berin during the
Blockade who | have not atready conacted, please gat in

touch with mep) {1 €33 AfpIeSsor Free Version

Left to right:- Jean Eoatham, Dorothy Nixon,
Elgiec Hordy ond Kathlven Paw!

WALL OF BADGES

The idea of a Cotchester taxl driver, Mr Douglas Borgan, is
coming to fruition with the laad being taken by the ATS.

He suggesied that to mark the MiBennium, badges of 16
regeiments who have connections with Colchester should be
desplayed on a wall at a local landmark called Balkerne Hill.
Each badge would cost £200,

Thea kadies of Colchester Branch immediaiely jumped into
action and very quickly ralsaed their £200, had their badge
manufaciured and it was tha first 1o be mownied on the wall,

Thea badge was unveiled in the presence of Mr Bab Russsll
MF, badge coordinalor Douglas Morgan, Ma) (Ratd)
Efizabeth Tinker, and many ladias from the local Branch of
the Assoclation. Maj Tinker then read the following ctation
o all those assembled:

During the Pandnsular Wars tha Duke of Walkngton rallied
his troops with the cell “Up and at "em™.

Well, we did!

In 1838 on Saptember 9 the Auxikary Tamtonal Senvice —
the ATS - was oflicially bom by Royval Warrant and on
September 20 the BBC broadeast the foundation of the ATS
in & special announcement after the 9 o'clock news.

Two days later Chamberlain flew to Munich to maet Hitler,

The Terntorial Army didn't really know what to do with the
woman who joined up (all voluntesrs) with the peacetime
reserve Army, buf things got sorted out and by July 1933 the
ATS consisted of 312 Officers and 16,547 volundeers,

The then Princess Foyal had pined up in October 15938,
and of course her niece, Princess Elizabeth, joined in Masch
1945,

O 3rd September 1938 war with Garmany was declared.
The TA having been mobilised a week earier 20,000
women faced life in the Army, first mainly as cooks, clerks,
orderies and drivers, but later as signals, mechanical
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engineers, on Ack-Ack Sites and Searchlighis, and
amywhere they could replace the men to fight.

In Spring of 1940 the firsi members of the ATS arrved in
France, and were the first ATS to come under attack when
the Germans bombed their base at Dieppe,

Dwring the evacuation of the Brtish Army at Dunkick
betwaen 27th of May and 4th June ATS telephonists wers
slifl in Paris and remained thera until 14th June being
amang he 1ast Allled troops 10 leave, actually driving out as
the Germans marched in,

Throughout May and June the ATS in cookhouses, offices,
communication cenires and as drivers worked day and night
catering for the returning troops and re-equipping the Army
1o replace the enormous guantities left behird on Cunkirk
beacheas.

In June 1340 there wera 1,080 (dficars and 30 443 ORs,
and we received 2/3rds of the men's payl

On March 5th 1942 the Mational Service Act was passed
and women aged between 18-30 wara liabéa to conscription
and the ATS cama under Military Law,

In September 1843 the ATS celebrated fs Sth Birthday and
parades took place in Greal Britain, LISA, Egypt; Palesting,
Erifrea, Kenya and the West Indias. By this time tha ATS
numbered 214,420 women and were doing every |ob in tho
Ay excepl in the front line and had been accepied as part
of the Mations defances.

The War ended in Eurcpe on June 18th 1945 and
demobilisalion started, but the ATS carrled on unill it ceasad
1o exisl on January 315t 1948,

Thers ware 405 ATS casuallies (67 kiled i action, 9 died of
wounds, 16 posted missing and 313 wounded in acton)
during these war years.

Women had come from all waks of life 1o serve their
Country, taking hard conditions and wuncomforiable
surroundings in thelr sinde, amd paving tha way for tha
Women's Royal Army Corps 1o ba formed on 15t Febouary
1845 a5 a permanent Regular force In the Army,

We are prowd to have served our Couniry in time of need,
and | am proud and privileged to unvedl our ATS badge
icday, to stand as a reminder o future generations of what
we did 10 ensure their freadom,

Left to right:- Mr Bob Ruszsell MP, Maojor (retired)
Elizaheth Tinker, My Dougloas Morian



Another Life After The WRAC

W/432981 Jenni Luxton

| served in the MNIdde’Omapur éssIChpe eovexsiomber
1967 until November 1971, being employed as a Clerk. |
spent most of my service at Rheindahien, West Germany
where | met and married my husband, Vincent Pizzuto. We
have two daughters, Krys and Paula.

In 1980 | decided to take up trampolining at an evening
class at the local Sports Centre. In September 1982 |
started to help with a class of young ladies with learning
difficulties. I took my Coach qualification in May 1983 and
then met up with Carol Jobson. We formed the Special
Needs Committee as part of the British Trampoline
Federation and, with support from others, we created a
Proficiency Award Scheme and a coaching Module.

In 1984 | took a part time position as a Trampoline Coach at
the Lexden Springs School for students with severe learning
difficulties. Seven years later | became self-employed and
now work almost full time, with clients ranging in age from 8
years to 76 years - and every day is a pleasure.

Over the years | have worked with a very wide range of
disabilities, including a coma patient and many clients from
Headway, the National Head Injuries Association.

A trampoline is a wonderful piece of equipment that can be
used in so many beneficial ways. It can be used to improve
balance, co-ordination and spatial awareness, developing
strength and flexibility, increasing self esteem and of course
it is GREAT FUN.

From the high jumping capable student to the non-ambulant
student lying in the large bean bag for support, everyone
can derive some benefit from the sessions.

The youngest person | have taken on the trampoline was 4
days old; the oldest was 84 years - so there are no age
restrictions.

| travel around the country tutoring and examining the
Coach Courses and always have great fun watching new
coaches develop their skills, knowing that they will go back
to their own centres or units to put smiles on the faces of
their clients. | go to work each day looking forward to all my
sessions. | have job satisfaction and then get paid for it!

Jenni Pizzuto, 49 Chapel Road, West Bergholt, Colchester,
Essex CO6 3HZ. 01206 240060.

LIFE IN KIWI LAND

W/427514 Avril Jones joined the WRAC in 1965 and
became a Medical Assistant. While serving in No 4 Ind Coy
WRAC in Singapore from 1969-1971 and working at Tanglin
Medical Centre, she met a New Zealander called Alan
Keith. When No 4 Ind Coy disbanded in 1971 Avril married
Alan and left the Corps. They moved to New Zealand and
now have three grown up children. Since Alan’s retirement
from the Army they have lived on the Hibiscus Coast, North
Island. Auvril returned to paramedical work and qualified as
a NZ Enrolled Nurse. Alan progressed from Enrolled Nurse
to Registered Nurse and now has a BSc (Health Sciences)

in nursing. He is, at present, working for a year as a Theatre
Nurse at Withington Hospital South Manchester UK to
enable Avril to visit family, friends and hopefully rekindle
some WRAC kinship. She will also be able to attend the
2000 Reunion at Cardiff.

Should any of her friends wish to contact her the address is:
Mrs A Keith, 64 Winchester Drive, Heaton Norris, Stockport
SK4 2NU.

IRENE STONE (BOYCOTT) ARMY SERVICE 1942-1946

| enjoyed my Army Service, in fact my children say | have
never been demobbed! | learned to type on a teleprinter.
We were taught to touch type in six weeks to the
accompaniment of songs sung by Vera Lynn played on the
gramophone. One | recall was “l don’t want to set the world
on fire, ... carriage return ... line feed .... space bar.” The
keys and our fingers were covered by a board so that we
couldn’t see them.

My memories include sharing a barrack room with thirty odd
girls, living in a convent or a stately home, crawling under
barbed wire for a swim on the beach, travelling all over the
country and always, always having a lot of laughs - feeling
“in it” and proud to belong to the Royal Corps of Signals.

After the war | worked for British Airways in London for five
years. As we were mostly ex-service personnel the
camaraderie was the same. London was a happy place if
you were young and free. Good shows were everywhere -
Oaklahoma, Annie Get Your Gun, Bless the Bride, the Ivor
Novello musicals - we had a wonderful time.

In 1964 | became a Legal Secretary - it was very absorbing
and interesting. Typing Wills and other legal documents on
parchment type paper on a manual typewriter - everything
had to be accurate or you typed it again. No one had
repetitive strain injury in those days!

In Cambridge | learned about computers and worked at a
Computer Centre for a time. One day they closed down a
huge old computer called Atlas. People came from
everywhere to say Goodbye to Atlas. They bound the
machine in black ribbon and sang Auld Lang Syne - it was
very funny!

In 1976 | had an opportunity to work in New Zealand for six
months, it was paradise. The lovely blue skies and little
white clouds, the friendliness of the people who took me
everywhere - | loved it all. | worked for lawyers in
Wellington. It fascinated me that the offices were built on
reclaimed land as if we were at the bottom of the sea.

Then | discovered Australia. | spent six months travelling
around. Sydney was so exciting. Two years later |
emigrated to Adelaide, a peaceful beautiful city where |
worked for almost 12 years for barristers and | enjoyed it all.

I owe so much to my Army training - it has fortified and
strengthened me all my life.

Mrs Irene Stone (nee Boycott), Flat 23/4 Rangoon Street,
Oaklands Park, South Australia 5046.
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Reunions

REUNION OF 455 AND 476 MIXED HAA BTY RA

On 30 June BBYGLAMPEeHATEI eeNVSESIOR o

wionderful reunion al Laigh on Sea. They came from all
comers of the LIK, their ages ranged from 75 to 86 years

My daughter provided a deficicus buffet while we discussed
our sarvice days, Al aur memories came flooding back, the
talk was not about the price of butter or knitting patterns but
of Me 109, Ju B8, Dornders and of course the flying bombs,
Wa all agreed that those days were the most exciting days
of our fives and inaplte of the chose lving quarters some-
timas 25 m a hut we navar had rows and all mucked in fo
make life as comfortable as possible and made our own
entertamment. It was a very special day.

brs Margarel Pike,

B o il

Menthers of 455 and J76 mived HAA BTY BA
celebrate their reqnion

MIXED HAA REUNION YORK 1999

1t was a brilliant wesekend, abowt 400 peopla took pari. The
uniform was different though, white curly hair and glasses,
with a smattering of walking sticks, and the odd whealchair
but the pride and camaraderts wera the same,

A civilian band piayed all the afterncon, the bar was open
and a dalicious buftet meal was prepared.

On Sunday moming evaryone gatharad for tea and cofles
awaiting the arrval of eight coaches to convey us o York
Minster at 12.30. Alter the sarvica wa ook part in a March
Fast. We then returmed to Imphal Baracks for lunch
followed by chat, muskc fvom the band, photographs,
speaches and farewelts fill next timea.

Mrs b Hampion,

ATS ANNUAL REUNIOM 1999, LONDON,
ONTARIO, CANADA

Anpiher happy and successhul reunion was hedd in Londan,
Ontario, Canada, on 10-12 September 1999,  About 100
members and frends enjoyved the 3 day evenl Wa had
members from England, the WSA and just about all the
Provinces of Canada. Each lady was presanted with a
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Foyal Doulion cup and sauscer and tha men with malching
mugs. Tha crafl tebles weare full of coniributions from thea
ladies and just about all of i was sold. We had enferlain-
ment and dancing on Friday and Saturday evening then on
Sunday we closed with a fraditional English breakfast
followed by owr fond farawslls until next yaar,

The 12th Raunion will be held in London Ontano Canada on
8-10 September 2000, For fuerther information contact Wyn
Raven, 535 Knights Hill Road, Londan, Ontaro, Canada,
M6 3A3.

EDNTOR'S NOTE: This was obviously 8 very successiul
rewnion = endovsed by the following account sent in by Mrs
Harrigt Wilson.

On 10-12 September 1958 my sister and | decided 10 driva
to Lordon, Ontaro, Canada far the A T.S. Reunion,

When we arrivad we mat with a faw fniends who had come
great distances like ourselves, Friday noon most had
arrived, thera were over ninety A.T.5. plus thair spouses or
companions, While regisiration was going an the tables
ware set lor our Bazaar. The ladies had made very nice
crafis. | had made Angels again as they always Qo very
quickly, someone had knitted Tele Tubbies.

Friday evening we all enjoved a beautiful dinnar.

i ‘.

Top table at the 19989 ATS Reunion, London, Ontario

Qur enterfainment was provided by our good friend Bob
Finlay with hiz guitar,

Saturday we had a meating then broke up lor the aftermaoon.
We mat for dinner and cocktails at Bpm. Tha Chaplain and
his wife from London's Roval Canadian Legion poined us
iogether with one of the officers and his wife, Belty
Anderson's sister was there, Enclosed = a snapshol of tha
head table. The entarainments staried with the Classic
Tappers (all 3eniors) from London, They did an excallent
job.

Mext Sgt Jessie Seddor called us 1o fall in and we wera pul
through a few drills before inspection by Col George-inaw.
After the speech of thanks wea wara bed ona march through
ihe halls of the holel beiore being each presentad with a
gobd medal (chocolate). Sgl Jessia doaes a vary good job!



Al our mesting the minutes were read and passed. 1 was
discussed where we would meat next year. Winnie Kirk
who had graciously offered to host 1 at Victona B.C, had
passed away suddenly, Our condolences were sent to her
family, Whyn Raven and Belly Anderson volunteered Their

sanvices lor PR GINTDF- @8l 5 ¥ O Voot the
same place B-10 Seplembear

Sunday moming was our final get together for Breakfast at
the hotel and we all expressad our thanks 1o Batly and Wyn
for the wonderful job they had done putling everything
together, despite both having health problems.

Harriet Wilson (nee Morelon W77526 458 Bty 134 Reg)
4206 E Wonder Lake Drive, Wonder Lake, llinois, LLSA,
BODET-5332

WRAC BAND 50TH REUNION

O 22 May 15999 30 original members of the WRAC Band
from 1845, allended a 50th Birthday Luncheon al "Blanas
Court Hotel” in Guildford,

Most of the onginal "Forty-Niners” had travelied from all owver
the country 1o remenisos ard meet inends they had not seen
for many vears. We all enjoved ourselves and would Bke to
thank Miss Joan Ellis for her hard work in organising this
TELINIGN.

Janaet Cox_

SCOTLAND AREA AGM AND REUNION 1999

The citizens of Central Glasgow could have been forghven
on Saturday 16 October for wondering if thera was soma
kind of female take-over bid when owver 160 women of
varying ages descended on the City Chambers! The ladies
werg members of the WRAC Association and they were
gathering for the AGM of the Scollish branches, organised
by the Glasgow Branch, The WRALC Association’s aim is o
pravide friendship, camaraderis, and financial holp whera
needed fo former members of the Cueen Mary's Army
Auiliary Corps, the ATS and the WRAC,

With branches throughout Scotiand from Invermess 1o the
Borders, the Scottish Area is geographically the largest in
the United Kingdom, with the members ranging from the
cities to remote rural locations which, of coursa, can oftan
mean fravel difficulties in attending mestings,

Any difficultiss were at the back of evervone's mind on that
Saturday, however, as acquainfances wara rénawed over a
cup of coffee or fea in the City Chambers” Bangueling Hall
belare the business meeting. The volume increased by The
minuie — 160 plus ladies can makes an awful lot of happy
naise!

Al the end of the moming session, he ladies were wel-
comad by Baillie Jean Macey. Lt Col (Rald) Jansat Lawson
MBE, the newly-elected Scoltish Chaimnan, replied on
behalf of the guests and presented her with a WRAD
Azzoclation plague and a pannant in the Glasgow taran,

A splendid buffet lunch was enjoyed in the Satinwood Suite,
Everyong then returned to the Bangueting Hall for
entertainment by an accomplished pianist.  The shisld for
tha besl floral arangement, the subject of Lhis year's

Inter-Branch Competition, was won by Susan Sinclair of the
Glasgow Branch, Then there was time for a final cup of tea
pefore the ladies headed for home.

This Civic Reception by Glasgow gave everyone a superb
day and bodes well for the Millennéium Scottish AGM, which
is to be hosted by the Invemess Branch.

ATS Dinner Club

The Annual Luncheon of the AT.5. Dinner Club was hald
on Saturday, 2nd Oclober 1993 al the Cumbearkand Hotel
Carvery, Marbia Arch, London, 185 members attended.

Grace was said by the Vice Chairman, Joyce Edwards, and
members sal down to a slarer of Melon followed by &
choice of Pork, Beef, Lamb, Turkey, Fish with a salection of
vegetables. There was also a Vegetarian and Salad Bar, A
wide salection of Sweets were available and coffee was
sarved.

The Chalrman, Mrs Marguerite Feliowes, read letters of
congratulations from Her Majesty The Cusen and Her
Majesty Queen Elizabath, The Queen Mother. Toasts were
proposed o H.M, The Queen, The Cusen Mother, Absent
Friends and The Cluh.

The raffie was drawn and all membears duly wended thair
way home having thoroughly enjoyed themselves and once
again rengwed comradeship and memones of those War
Time years.

Any ex-ATS who would like 1o become 8 member please
contact the Membership Secretary, Mrs Doreen Brookes, 89
Meadow Road, Coventry, CWVE 4GW. Tel: 01203 362066,

Quality Accommodation
For Ex-Service Personnel

We provide o earing and comfortable home in
Bexhill-on-Sea for elderly, disabled and infirm
ex-Service, including ex-Merchant Service, personnel
and their widows and widowers, so that a full and active
lifie can be enjoyed.

Privacy is maintained in 30 well equipped individual
rooms and the home also offers facilities for married
couples. Residents can enjoy a low cost bar, a games
rogm, Hbrary, heated conservatory and large, pleasant
gardens. Shops and other local amenities are close by
and healtheare is readily available within the home itself,

Please write for more details to:

The Adminkstrator,

The Ex-Service Fellowship Centres,

{Dept LS), & Lower Grosvenor Place, =
London SWIW DEP 1 1
Tel: 020 7H28 2468 Fax: 020 7630 GTRA  Reg Caariy fio. Hees?
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Gunners Corner

GUNMNERS IN ACTION

Mrs Edith abDEComprossossirge Marsionse o

photographs taken on 14 March 1944 in Nosth London. This
photograph shows Mo 2 & 3 guns in action, manned by M
Section Mo 2 & 3 Guns 465 H (M) AA Bhy.

In getion No. 2 & 3 guns - March 1644

Thiz pholograph is the camp on fire as the result of tha
bombing. Forfunately no one was hurt but the damage was
SaVere.

Although Mrs Alking is in touch with three membars of 463
Battary she would like to hear from athers,

Contact Mrs E Atkins, 34 Kingsham Avenue, Chicheater,
Sussex PO13 2AX,

Camp on fire - March 1944

ANMUAL REUMION OF ATS MEMBERS OF ACK ACK
COMMAND RA HELD AT YORK ON 1 AUGUST 1999

Even the tofal eclipse of the sun could not have ocutdone the
latest reunion of ATS Members ol Ack Ack Command
Branch HAA held at Imphal Barracks, Yaork over the week-
end of 31 July-1 August 1999, This was the Gth reunson
organised for us by Maj {Retd) David Robertson and his
team of helpers headed by the Membership Secretary,
Philip Sowearby. How they manage fo present something
new and excliing each year, whilst maintaining the familiar
format we've all come to expect, is quite unigue!!

We all know *You can'l please all of tha people all af the
fime” bul, personally speaking, | have only recesved letters
of congratulation and heard messages of completa satisiac-
tion. Most of the ladies said “Wonderul weskend — the basi
vel”, | believe there WAS something for everyone in 1999,
bl we mustn't become complacent — ‘There's always room
for immprosigrmentfl
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As wonderful as Saturday evening was with its axcelant
entertainment provided by 'Tha Bob Crossland Jazz Band'
and The Hareguin Singers’, suraly the hkghlight of our
raunion was Sunday! What 8 moving Service we had
within the walls of beautiful York Binster in the company of
our Guests of Honour — our Branch Patron, Gen Sir Martin
Famdale KCEB; the new GOC of 2 Division, Maj Gen R D 5
Gordon CBE and his charming wite; The Lord Mayor of
York, The Rt Hon Counciflor Peter Vaughan and The Lady
Mayoress, Mrs Vaughan, The Rev Gaoffrey Hodman (OUR
PADRE as we have come to regard himf) conducted the
Senvice of Thanksgiving and Hemembrance beautifully,
Evaryone enjoyed the lighter aspect of his address as he
recounted his experiences as an Army Padre and this year
it was good io hear him read owl the names of those
members who had passed on since our last reunion.

G5M Ron Smith and his ‘team’ maintained ‘Law and Crder’
in the ranks throughout our March Past. It's amazing how
wa all respond to the discipline, and the general fealing
amongst the latkes was thal “We'd all marched better than
ever this year!” I've no doubt that's why cur Branch Patron
gave us an even higher mark for our “lumout’! Don't rest on
Your laurels girls = what an achievermant it would be to get
10 out of 101

During lunch we were rght ‘Rovally’ emerained by The
Hing's' Division Watarioo Band whose prasance and
musical experisea in the Minster and on our March Past was
Inspirational. To ‘round offf a wonderful weekend, we
witnassed the moving Sunset Ceremony, My sincers
thanks to evervone who made even he smallast contritwu-
tion to our enpoymeani but especially LBdr Shona Fraser
whao carred Our Standard,

Contact: Mrs E B Holder, 10 Dale Road, Dronfiald,
Derbyshire, 518 1YG.

1\.:1.

_'.. : ’J

GUNNERS SPORTS 1942

| am enclosing a photograph of my Ballery Sports team, 460
Biy 132 Regt RA on 10th June 1942 - al Whelslona,
London.

| am 2nd from nght back row, also my fnand Meg Garrett 4th
from left 2nd row, we ara still friends,

| was known as Pt Bunce (Bunny/Ex Gun Layer)
this may bring back seme "Happy Memornies”,

Hope

Confact: Mrs W Wells, 13 Westmead, Windzor, Boerks, 514
M.



Jeu BTy 132 Regd, RA ‘Sporis Day” Whetstone - Londan
June Toth 1948

BATTERY LINKING

May | thank Beryl Holder and Gladys Wamer (544 Bly) for
their appreciative comments in Loness 2989 ragarding my
efforts over the past 10 years.

The same applies lo everyons who has been in touch with
mie, regarding detgils of their service — whether in Ack-Ack
ar any other branch peraining to the ATS.

tany people have suggesied | write a book, for there are
many stones | could tell — of meetings or phone conversa-
fions, betwean paople you have contacted for the first time
in 50 yrs. One was from a “gil’ who had been with the Bhy
whare the film The Gentle Sex’ was made,

My most recent Tink” was at the end of August ‘89, just 3
weaks after | was contacted by a lady in Devon, She had
been staying in British Columbia, with a lady who had
sarved in Ack-Ack (4356 Bty). Mrs Hazel Hughes (nee
Byham) had said that she would dearly love to get in touch
with her bridesmald of 53 years ago. After several phone
calls, | traced Mrs Lilian Incles (nes Archar) o Whitslable in
Kent, It was quite an emofional mament when | spoka to
Lilliars, WWithin days she had phoned Hazed, She too was
435 Bly.

I could rot altend York rourson, For all those searching for
me in vain, | did send a nobice for the noticeboard. Maybe
moxl vear we can make a chain from owr links? Fingers
crossed. | have noliced saveral names in ihe 'Obils’
column, Please forgive me if | have included their nameas in
autgoing lists.

To those whom | have not written for some fime, | hope you
have made coracts.

Sincere good wishes for Health and Happiness in the New
Year.

Contact Sue Crook, 14 The Larches, Horsell Vala, Woking,
GLU21 4RE.

Naafi wishes you a Happy, Prosperous New Year, and looks
forward to providing you with a world-class value for money
service in the new Millennium.

g, 5 47w ¥ =
Serving the.Serviges apd their f!mﬂlg{#grldwm;?.
o . '..:.::._. . L ""'3-_-.__;__,_-5'.:-' ﬁb..,:.-’-" J
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Where are you now?

Calling an Ex-WRAC Llin:l‘,lI
I am enclos alled Rita
Carroll, Unf &Bﬁﬁslg&ﬂwf ?I?d?ﬁ:‘gﬂanm
bait bellewve e was in the Grenadiar Guards. Rifa and | wera
friends at tha WRAC School of Instruction, Huron Camp,
Hindhead between 1852-1955. Contact: bMrs C Bass, 27

Baavers Way, Digmoor, Skelmersdale, Lancs, WNE 98T,

Japanese, German and British
Swords, Daggers and Memorabilia Wanted

.G_-;-_l——-—.

e A N ey,
I have & special private mi'mmm af warr fime amd miditary
mesmorabilio and would very much appreciate fepis fo incregse
the colleciion for which [ am plessed 1o pay.

Almuost any itemys would be 'I-E'I"_‘PE‘;‘N‘EEMIEJ inefuding

War fime Eer#. rl, CaPT,

f-ﬂgﬁm Ie efe, will mwnﬂm =
Please contact Ron Warner

46 Langdon Road, Southdown, Bath BAZ 11LS
or telephone B1225 314353

Mrs Pat ASH (nee Mabbutt)

Does anyone remember me? | was in the Ack Ack in
Batteries 517, 570, 582 and 172 Regt H{M) AA. | was
stationed at Govleston, Lowesiofi and Morwich area and
went o Mottingham and Leicester for relief sites. | marred
a PTI called Tomeny and became Mrs &sh, Coniact 13
Bantley Road, Walverhampton, W10 BDZ,

Pat Ash (nee Mahbute)

Cpl Jessis MATTHEWS

I would be very pleased fo hear news of my old reom mate
Jessie Matthews, We were Corporals together. | would
abso lke fo get in touch with anyone from the PRI Office,
Portland, Dorsel, and Admin Office, 5 Corps School,
Sandbanks between March 1940 and Oclober 1942, Az |
am 87 vears old, my daughter tells me thal my friends may
na konger be around, but | hope that some of them ane,
Contact: Mrs Simmonds (nea Barratt), Flat 40 Tayior Court,
48 Tilehurs! Road, Reading, RG1 7TL,



Cantral Mediterranean Forces (CMF)

| am enclosing a photograph Tor the Licness which was
taken on Armistice day 1928 - foliowing the Amistice
Semvice at Westminsisr Abbey.

From left fo right: Maiden nasmes: Jane Sarcovs,
(8 fieerd, Joan Guy, Barbara Sanders, (INCOH,
Etleen Maloney.

We weare together in Haly 1945-1947, Royal Signals, 605
Coy ATS, and were stalioned al BARI, MILAN, CASERTA
and PADUA. Eileen has lved in Australia, since tha war,
shae has kept in fouch with Joan Guy and was here on haoli-
day. As you can well imagine, being abbe to take part in tha
Armistice Service and for us to meet up again, in my case
after 51 vears, helped o make Eileen's holiday most
memorable.  Whal memories we had, they all came
tumbding back, as if all those years hadn'l passed betwaen,
Joan and | only met up a couple of years ago in
Birmingham, at the ATS Dinner Club Luncheon. Perhaps
this photograph may help o find a few mora of us ATS
Signal girls who were in ialy? Whare are all the other 805

{nee Sandars), 77 Old Stoke Aoad, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP21
8DE,

No 2 Section 532(M) HAA Battery, Chadwell Heath,
Romford

Mrs Harman (nee Green) would very much like to make
contact with the ladies in the photograph. She is the onea in
shirtsleeves and Marjorie Card (nee Webber) far right in
steel hetmet. Others are Ann Howard, Connte Fowlar, Ethel
Bishop, Cilive Stone, Lollipop French, LCpl Toop, Sgt
Walkden, Lt Mcleod and Phyllis Copp, {not in the photo-
graph). Contact: Mrg Jean Harman, Tudor Place,

Steventon, Basingstoke, Hants, RG25 3AY

Mary RUSSELL
Following the success of my WAYRN request in Lioness 1/949
I wonder if it would be possible to have anather one
published. | had a very good friend called Mary Russell
whnen we warg stationed at Kampaenhoul, Belgium from
1244-1945. She used 1o lbve in Botiey, Oxford. 1 would be
pleasad to have news of her. Contact: Mrs L G Colfing (nee
Ingram), 42 Hoddam Avenuce, Poacehaven, Easl Sussex,
BH10 TPH.

Meary Russell and (lodys Tngram

Calling a Lost Cousin

My wife and | wish 1o trace a cousin called Joan Sutcliffe
whio was a private in the ATS and the last known station was
at HG BAOR at Bad Oeynhausen, about 1947-1948 at the
Labwour Direclorate. It is not known whether she marded or
not, Can anyone help and also can anyone give any units
thal would have womn the shoulder flash divisional badge?
Conmlact:  Vera and Joe FAogers, 22 Lowfield Crescent,
Silsdon, Wesl Yorks, Tele 01535 654418,

Pre, doon Sptcelifife

Mrs Hilda Jessie RAYNER (nee Brooker) W/B2723
Jessie Brooker was stationed in Records Depl al Louise
Margaret Hospital, Aldershol. Al the and of the war she
marmied Alberd Rayner of Walthamstow. Hilda would now ba
aged 7B, Contact: Witz Ann Partington, 5 Hawtharme
Grove, Ledgh, Lincoinshira, WHT 555,

Were You a Trainee Driver?

Mrs Edna Wilson (nee Raistrick) (W/E2777) would be
pleased to hear of any frends who were on the Drivers
Course with her al Heraford in 1941 from July to October,
The only name she can remember is that of Ann Barkwoarth,
but ghe would ke to make contact with any of the athars
Contact: Mrs E Raistrick, 17 Shann Avenue, Keighlay,
Yorks, BD21 2TL,
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Where Are The Gun Layers?

I am searching for some of my gun laying colleagues Trom
508(M) HAA Battery, 148 Regiment RA who served with me
betwesn 1943-1945, Contact  Mrs Kay Tucker (nee
Richardson) (W/131892), Failte, Rue de la Cordaerie, Vale,

Guemsey, GYPBAR Compressor Free Version

Calling the R.A.M.T.5.

I am wordering if there are any members who wera in the
RAMT.S, in olher words The Royal Artillery Machanical
Traction Schaol, who were billeted at Rhyl or Kimnel Park in
Mot Wales, and Bordon in Hampshire belwaan 1944
1947, if 50 | would love to hear from tham. Contact brs
Peggy Cannell {formerly Peggy Snelling, P Company), &
Fiske Gardans, Holton Avenue, Oullon Broad, Lowastolt,
MNR32 4RS,

Calling All Ex-Pay Corps Ladias

I've andy recently joined the Warthing Branch of the WRAC
Association. | was very Impressed with the Lioness and
when | read it through it brought back a lot of memaories. |
was WEase44 Dorothy Smith now Lade with the RAPC sta-
tiorved af Tunbridge Wells and then at Canteroury. The
enclosed photo was taken at Canterbury - 1'moon the right,
Eilaan Huxiabla {nea Gunnell) s on tha left. We ara still in
contact with each other, | wondered if tha middie girl is
named Frances Poxion? I so I'd like to conlact her or

anyone efse who knew me from the Pay Office at
Canteroury from 1946, Contacl: Brs Dorothy Lade (nesa
Smith) Sunnybank, 11 Oakdens Crescent, Portslade,
Brighton, Sussax, BN41 2RP.

iy
Eileen Huxtable (nee Guanell) Frances Poxtorn,
Dorothy Lade (nee Smity)

Pte Mancy JOHNSOM

Mrs Jackie Cooke is searching for information about hear
mather who was bom on 6 February 1925 and = bekoved 1o
have enlisted under age. She was serving with the Army
Cataring Corps 50 was probably & cook which B substanti-
ated by the fact that she burmed her arm and spent tima in
hospital, 1t is thought that she enlisted in 1941 and was dis-
charged in 1846. Contact Mrs J Cooka, 7 Nevill Road,
Ham Hill, Snodiand, Kent, MES SHL,
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Wi301728 Pte Ellenor CLOUGH

| wonder whal has happenad to all my old &rmy friends and
the barracks | served in? | enlisted at Fuiford Barracks,
York on 12 May 1341 and from there wenl to Pontelract for
a Cooks” Coursa whara my friands were Pie Streat and Pta
Smith. Kefttenng followed, then on 1o Guildiord, MNext to
Dovercourt and Harwich which was the most enjoyable of
A, The barracks have now become a housing estate bul |
would like to know what became of Flash, Cath, Jennie,
Jemima and Wilemina, | keft there for Usbredge and then
Biddick Hall, near Chester Le Sireet which was near to
whare | lived. My friends ware Winnbe, Jessie and Phyllis.
Contact Mrs E M Marsh (nes Clough), 120 The Brooms,
Ouston, Chaster Le Street, Co Durham, DH2 1RP.

Mrs Betty ROBERTS (nee Sullvan W/160739)

Mrz Fobers would ke to hear from anyone who served
with her between 1242 and 1943 at HQ, 3 Field Training
Regt AA, Mitton Hall, Whalley, Lancs. Contacl: Mrs E
Roberts, 26 Lannoweth Road, Penzance, Comwall, TR18
AR,

Hello Ex A.T.5. Ladies

| wander it amybody out there once belonged 1o the 721 Car
Compary and was stationed in Bad Quyhausen in Germany
froem mid 1946 o 18487 My maiden name was Vickers
ahways known as Vicky Vickers, Confact: Mrs M Hodgson
inee Vickers), 8 Church Close, Alwick, Drffiald, East
Yorkshira, Y025 80.).

Miss Dorothy BOOTH {(W353190 Ex Cpl)

| would be very pleased to hear from friends who were sta-
tioned with me at RAF Watnall in 1943, Bediord Barracks,
Cofinton, Edinburgh 1951 and Bad Ouynhausen 1250-1953,
Mames | remember are Betty O'Brien from Glasgow, Jean
Hammon from Birmingham, Joyce Grosvenor  from
Manchester and Sgt Oldham from Wrexham., Contact
Miss D Booth, 40 Lansdowne Street, Worcester, WR1 10F,

Isobel SHAW

Mrs Betty Berwick would like fo know the whereabouts of an
odd friend, Iscbel Shaw, who was stationed at No.3 VRD
REME Aberford, Leeds in 19431944, and who was a dniver,
Contact Mrs B Berwick, 3 Kinnalrd Place, Forgandenry,
Perth, PH2 2EL.

Success of a8 Bakers WAYN

Crear Editor

In & recent issue of Lioness you said you would be interest-
ed 1o hear of anvone who has had any success in finding
people through the WAYN column, | am pleased fo fell you
I have, Aboul 2 vears ago | had a letter and a company
photograph published in Lioness enquiring about friends
working at the Arvmy Baking Camp at Danesbury Park,
Welwyn, Herts, during the last war. | had 4 replies, one from
a Mrs Cicely Wardman of the Shipley Branmch who recog-
nised herself in the pholograph. She was also stationed
there. We worked in the Bakery, lived in the same hut, and
went oul togather off duty. | am pleased to tell you after
over 50 vears we mel again at the Morth East Reunion af
York on September 4ih this vear. Many happy memorias.
Thank you vary much,

Mrs Irene Spedding, 121 Glendale Road, Tollesby,
kiddleshorough, Cleveland,



Poem
A Prayer for Later Years

Lord. Thou knPPF (36 ha Y0¥ P'fee Version
Keap me from becoming oo alkative, and particulay

keap ma from falling into the tiregome habit of expressing
an opinson on evary subpact.

Release ma from the craving to siraighten out everybody's
affairs. Keep my mind froe from the recital of endless
details, Give me wings to gel io the point.

Giva ma grace, dear Lord, 1o lstan 1o others descrbd thesr
aches and paina, Help me endure the boredom with
patence and keep my Hps sealed, for my own aches and
paina are increasing in numbear and intensity, and the
pleasure of discussing them is becoming sweeter as the
vaars go by,

Teach me the ghorious lesson thal, cccasionally, | might be
mistaken. Keep me reéasonably sweel. | do nol wish 1o be
& sant (saints are 50 hard fo live with}, but & sour old
person is the work of tha davil,

Make me thoughtful, bul not moody, helpful, bul naot
pushy: independent, yvat able 1o accapl with graciousness
favours that oihers wish o bestow on me.

Free me of tha nofion that simply because | have lived &
long time, | am wiser than thoss wha have nat lived so
g,

W1 do ot approve of some of the changes that have taken
place in recent years, give me the wisdom (o kesp my
moauth shui

Lord know that when the end comes, | would like to have a
friend or two el

AUEhor wnkrown,

Peace of mind and an
extra monthly income!

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Memorial Requiem Mass

The Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales
held a Memonal Reqguiem Mass for the lale Cardinal George
Basil Hume OSB OM the 9th Archbishop of Wesiminster
1976-1999. It took place on Wednasday 6 October 1998 in
Waesiminster Cathedral. He was a pairon of the ATS &
WRAC Benewvolent Fund and invitation was by Hokel only.
The Corps was represented by Col (Retd) A M M Clissiti
who was one of the ihousand plus altendess in the
congregation. HRH Tha Prince of Wales represenied HM
the Cluesn and HAH The Duchess of Kent was also presant,

The Prncipal Celebrent was The Most Rsed Michaal
Bowen, Archbishop of Southwark

The Liturgy of the Word was read by the R1 Rewd Richard
Llgwaeliin, Bishap of Lambeth {reprasenting the Archbishop
of Canterbury)

Cathy Corcoran, head of the International Division CAFDD
{Catholic Acton ftor Owverseas Development), read the
sEcond lesson.,

Fr Frank Tumer 5J read the Gospel and the Bt Rewd David
Konstant, Bishop of Leads, gave tha homily.

Al the conclusion of the mass there was a processson 1o the
Chapel of Sainis Gregory and Augustine where the Cardinal
i buned and prayers were said by the Bt Bevd James
McGuiness, Bishop of Moltingham, This was a memorable
occaskon and highlighted the huge numbers of associalions
connectad to this humble and deeply spiriteal man whose
death affected so many of &l bellefs,

Mrs Rennick talks shout
the henefits she gets

from her GE Life Equity
Release Income Plan

WHEN JDYCE RENNICES bushand died, she fsced a
sstbden drop in income. <0 went on 1o 8 Basic pession,”
recalls joyee. “Things that might have been replaced
weres't, amd il made holsdays difllicuh,”

'||||.|_|_- ro flteriannl hﬁl\.l_‘- o, Ay dil ler 4o hiise
1 diin't sz v leave Bt was comibneiable, warm, quine chise
irs thve dhages amed goey Joe mn liinds 1o comie andd sse e ™

Unlocking the capital
The ere bad abao gneen comsichrabh - m vabee, we fine
sy s CTHIE el wiilim Lulg = i (lll_'l_i.r_l||.1| il
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Branch News

ALDERSHOT

Four intrepdd, i the
branch, 1nrmmﬁm§g@nﬁﬁ ghi,
Lynne Marsh and Alison Scholield, braved the Royal
Signals Association Quiz Might in Aldershot at the baginning
of the summer, and wera horrifiad to discover thal they were
competing with 28 other leams. They were christened “The
Lionessesby the organisars, and they were concarmed lest
they disgrace the Corps on ils 50th birhday. Howewver thelr
fears were groundiess = they wers placed third against
some very siff opposition and have been invited 1o returm
next vear, Corps Day at Worlhy Down gave some of our
members the chance to mesl up with those branch
members 3l serving (and 1o take some embarrassing
phidosl).  Our summer barbecue which we held to raise
mongy for the Benevolent Fund was memorable for the
downpour and the mprovised fentage in tnee military siyle
which was able o shelter the paricipants, except for Brenda
Killeck, our secretary, who braved the elements to cook in
the open air for safety's sake,

A larger than usual audience tumed out fo hear a very
professional defivery by W01 Andrea Denham on the sub-
ject of *Women in the Army to-day”. She has already been
booked for & return visit 8o popular was her falk, which
incidentally, has inspired another article on the same theme.

The wvenue for the branch annual dinner, Government
Housa, Aldsershof, proved so popular that it was haavily
ovar-subscribed. We are honoured to have as our guesis
Erigadier Mield, our new Association Vice-President and
Major {Retd) O McEligott, our new Associalion Geanaral
Secratary — a very litling celebration of the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the Caorps.

baked and decorated by Mrs "Teuy” Davies

ABERDEEMN

The branch contnuees to meol onco a manth o tha first
Monday, and now has a few more members.

The social programme has been increased. There was a
lunch In an Aberdean hotal and tea in the Park, but the
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highlight was a visit to the Gordon Highlanders' Museum in
Aberdeen. Members were made very welcome, especially
as the WRAC (TA) used to ba attached to the Regiment.
The displays were inleresting, particulary the array of regi-
mental silver and glass laid out as for dinner. It was a love-
Iy day, we were able to stroll in the garden and see ihe
Garden of Remembrance. There was also the usual
Chrisimas Supper, bul next vear this will be a lunch as the
weather i not 10 be relied upon.

It is hoped io arange a visit at some time to Fort George in
Morayshire, al prasenl the home of the Black Walch, a
Soothish regimant sl in exkstencel

ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH

I's a year since we last reportad on our Branch, 5o we start
back before Christmas 1988, We were represanted in our
local Remembrance Day Parade and one membar marchad
in tha Canolaph Parade and another was in the Alber Hall
for the Commemorative evering,

A Christmas lunch in December, then inta the programme of
fellowship and falks. These coversd “Stained Glass”,
“Beairi Potter”, “Calke Abbey” and the “Alf AmbDudance”,
Our usual attendancs is about 14, but expanded at our pub
lunches by a few stalwart husbands,

We have a few members who have given personal profilas.

These are inferesting and vared - in Seplember two
membars who sansed in the same Battery shared the

aftermoon with another who served in East Africa.

Qwur wounded imore hobbling than walking) have recovenad
wall fram hip and knee surgary and we rajoice thal no ather
health problems have ococurad,

The ondy blank in our programme was a cancelled visit to a
winery, due o a change in members’ holiday arangements.
Our financial situation is very satisfactony, with 8 sum set
aslde to subsidise Chrisimas lunch and pay for petrol for
occasions like the Araa re-union. Al the AGM we shall
decide which sums will go to our Sarvicewomen's charlies
— then it will be Christmas again!

To our frends in other branches (and you know wha you
are) we raise our glasses as we enter the new Millannium!

BATH

Membership of the Bath Branch has decreased this year but
for a very good reason! We have been instrumental in fosm-
ing a Branch m Bristod thanks o two of our membears whao
live there, Mrs Jackie Naysmith and Mrs Anne Jones, bath
ex-WRAC. Anne Jones was a member of the WRAC Band.
Members Ihving in Brisiol who belonged to ocur Branch and
found the travelling difficull and somewhat expensive have
now been able to transfer and hopefully will be able to be
mare active in cur Association. We send tham our very bast
wishes and we shall work in close co-operation with them,



We continue to hold our twice monthly meetings which are
quite well attended, and we have had social events in the
form of a lunch at the home of our Vice-Chairman, Betty
Keating, and a tea party at the home of Orience Burton in
Warminster. Dents Glove Factory and Museum is situated

in that t o | his-
fory of love e S C e Tk e VeSO

as very interesting.
At the time of writing, still to come are a Christmas shopping
trip to Wilton and Salisbury and our usual Christmas lunch.
Also some of us will be at Cardiff next April.

BEXHILL

Time to write again, summer has just about passed for
. another year, so what have we been doing? Meetings have
continued, fairly well attended despite holidays and counter
attractions. A first for us was a half day outing in September
to Michelham Priory, not too far from home but blessed with
good weather and certainly enjoyed by everyone.

We had our usual strawberry and cream tea in July,
arranged by our social committee, who are now well ahead
with Christmas plans.

You will no doubt have seen the T.V. programme | men-
tioned in my last report. What was your verdict of it? We
were in the main very disappointed by it and none too happy
with the ATS representation.

This past six months has seen changes with the officers of
the branch but we are all in place again now and rearing to
go! We regret the loss of Olive, our oldest member and we
miss her at the meetings, she was always there.

Our membership has risen to 45 and we hope for more new
recruits. Jenny Nye our only WRAC lady was presented
with some tokens to mark the 50th anniversary in
September. Our AGM was attended by Kate McGregor, the
new S.EAST area representative, a first for us both and we
enjoyed meeting her.

Another first was to welcome Pauline from Florida, home on
a short holiday. We hope to welcome her again as soon as
she can make it.

Our good wishes to all branches, especially for health and
happiness.

BIRMINGHAM

I have to start off on a sad note. We lost our well loved
Chairman, Mrs Nora Darrigan, on 14 August 1999. She was
our Chairman for 8 years, we will miss her very much.

I would like to thank Crewe for a very enjoyable afternoon
and how they made everybody welcome. Thanks again for
all your hard work.

I am afraid we have not done very much these last few
months as we have had a lot of iliness in the Branch.

A few of us went to Wolverhampton to an Old Time Music
Hall and to do some shopping of course. Then there was
the dinner in London — it was nice to meet up with some of
our friends who we served with and meet those we know
from reunions.

The next big event we are looking forward to is the one in

Cardiff. We hope the weather keeps fine and as great as
Scotland was.

We still meet every first Wednesday in the month. We have
had quite a few new members and we have 6 WRAC ladies
who attend regularly. Our numbers are 62 annual members
and 55 life members, not that they all come to the meetings
— age is creeping up on us.

My many thanks to our ladies for all their support in keeping
the Branch going and may you all have good health in 2000.
Your secretary Helen Thomas.

BOLTON

This year we have recruited 6 new members. All are ex
ATS and we would welcome some younger members from
WRAC.

Our members visited Preston for the NW Reunion and we
enjoyed our lunch followed by dancing. In July some
members attended Bolton Parish Church to welcome the
new priest. A good day was had by all when most of our
members spent the day at Fleetwood in September. We
browsed around the shops at Freeport and around the stalls
at Fleetwood Market, ending the day enjoying the sunshine
by the sea. We are looking forward to our Anniversary
Lunch at the local coliege in October and meeting old
friends at the Cardiff Reunion in April 2000.

BOURNEMOUTH

In the six months since my last report we have continued
with our busy lives.

It was our great privilege in May, to host the Southern Area
Reunion, which gave us a good opportunity to make new
friends as well as renewing many old friendships. We were
naturally very disappointed that Brigadier Meechie was
unable to come along; and also that our expected speaker,
RSM Sarah Stonier was too ill to attend. Lt Col Val Trout,
who came as our guest, found herself taking over the
speaker’s “slot” and | am sure everyone appreciated the
opportunity to get some of their queries sorted out. Thank
you Colonel Trout!

The Mayor and Mayoress of Bournemouth certainly found
pleasure in walking around the tables and meeting the 140
guests. We know that one participating Branch made use
of their free tickets for the Noddy Train at Hengistbury Head
by planning a day’s outing there; we hope that others also
enjoyed their visit to this beauty spot.

In June, the Branch appreciated a garden party at the home
of our Chairman, Doreen Snell; after a morning of rain
showers, the afternoon became quite hot and sunny so we
were able to sit out in Doreen’s garden after alil.

At AGC Corps Day on June 12th at Worthy Down, 16 of us
thoroughly enjoyed the displays and sideshows. The food,
both lunch and afternoon tea, was delicious and greatly
appreciated, particularly as the weather turned unseason-
ably cold.

The following day a group of us were up bright and early to
join local WAAFs and WRNS on a coach bound for
Weymouth o attend a Veterans Remembrance Parade and
March. We joined the 2,000 veterans on parade and
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managed to march the whola length of Weymoulh
promenade. | was most uplifting io hear the chears of all
the holidaymakers who crowded the roule, particularly as
we were Hlagging a Mile, the weather having become as hot
as the previous day was cold,

PDF Comgressor Free Version
In July & ma:‘h ook us on & lour of the Dorset cou
and we wara again antertained o tea by the ladies of Bara
Regis Branch of the British Loglon.

At our August meeling we enjoyed listening to our speaker,
the Reverond Timbrall, who always has a store of interest-
ing and amusing tales to ell. Our Septembar meating ook
the form of a Bring and Buy sale 1o swell Branch funds.

Az ever, Indvidual members have attended thair special
regiemental reunicns in varied venues throughout the coun-
try &and some also went over 1o France and Belglum with the
Mormandy Velesans.

As this reéport goas to print we will be planning our Branch
AGM, looking forward io our Chrisimas luncheon party —
then florward into tha new millenrium and the Cardilf
Reuniocn — ses you thare,

BRISTOL

Bristol has al long [ast got its own Branch again. Our Inau-
gural meeling was held in September whan btrs J Maysmith
inee Wade) was elected as Secretary and Mrs A Jones [nea
Hiscox) as Treasurer. Our Chairwoman is Mrs J Cook
Jackie s ex WRAC and Ann is ex WRAC Band, whitst Jovos
i5 ex ATS., We were pleased that Bath Comméttes and
members came along fo give us their suppart on this very
special day.

Cur membership at the presend time is 27, but with pubicity
we hope to increase this, especially as we will be having an
advertising “slol’ on HTV in the New Year.

We have two meetings manthly, one on the 15t Thursday in
the month at the Broadmead Baptist Church at 10.30am
and the other on the 3rd Friday of the maonih at the Marmmiot
Hotel in Bristol at 7.30pm. This is for those members who
are working and unable fo come akong to the moming
meating. We appreciate that some of aur membars have 1o
travel into Bristod, so have made ihe venues within sasy
reach of everyona, whather thay are travelling by bus, train
or car,

Cur Committee have made several plans for the
forthcoming months, Including a Millenniem Lunch n
February, Fund Raising activities and organised trips,

Wea look forwarnd to meeting youw all al the Grand Raunion n
Cardiff in Apsil.

CANTERBURY

A meeting of the Canterbury Branch of the WHRAC
Azzociation was hald on the 4th Augusl 1999 an the baach
al Heme Bay, Keni

Unfortunately only ten of us were able to attend, due to the
fact that our members come from all over East Kent. Thea

weather was hol and sunny. A good time was had by all
and no arguments over who would make the Lealt
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Bramch meeting with a difference!

CARDIFF

Wea have had a vary good year, and also & new mambers
bringing our branch up o 73 members,

One of our members, Mrs Eunles Watson of Mewport, died
on Tuesday 10 August and is sadly méssed at our meetings.

The Crewe Reunton was a greal sucoess and we anjoyvad il
very much, They musi have warked vary hard to have pud
on such a lovely afternoon. Congratulations to all involved,

We had a very interesting tour of the Cotswolds In June and
another day in Stratford-Upon-Avon in September.
A couple of us went on an organised coach lour o Alhorp
Park in August o sae the House and also Princess Diana's
burial place on the istand.

We Cardifi mambers are looking forward to meeting
gvaryone al the Grand Reunion and hope evensore will
anjoy themselves.

Edna Thomas

CHELMSFORD

Since our last report we have been encouraged by the
reqular attendance and supporl of our members, some of
whom travel long dstancas to join us on tha third Teesday
in the month at the British Legion Hall, New London Foad,
Chelmstord trom 2-3.30pm. 1t is indeed a real joy to have
the friendship and companionship of "like-méndad falk®,

it iz with deep regrel we report the death of two members,
Joan Wilkes — a loemer WHN, an alfiiated membear sincea
1882 who died on 24 April 1999 after a very long and
difficult ilness. Gladys (Stevia) Sharwood ATS = Sievia as
she was known o all her friends died on 11 August. Her
death was unexpected. She had been a member since
19495,

During the last & months we have hald a May Fayre. Wa
brirgg things along to sell and than buy them back again! A
painless way to raisa monay for our funds which is much
enfoyed by those who take part, CQur thanks go to evaryone
who helps to make this event possible.

At tha and of May wa want o Bodebwyddan Casfle in M
Wales which is an Adult Holiday Cerntre owned by Warnears.
Thirly fouwr of us enjoyed first-class accommaodation and
tood and a lovely haliday.

In June we visited Falixstowe far the day, ending wup with a



Fish and Chip Tea at a well-known restaurant. It turned out
to be a wonderfully warm and sunny day making this outing
a particularly good one. We hope to repeat this outing!!

Our 10th Anniversary Tea was well attended by over 45

people. The ]iiy[er W R CFiiE‘élé asaid t of
home-made cakes, sandwi esegnﬁavouries which by the

look of empty plates spoke for the themselves!

In common with most other organisations, we do not hold a
meeting in August as it is, for most, a time to have a bit of a
rest and a holiday. We look forward, therefore, to our
September meeting when our speaker gave a demonstra-
tion on the use of a food blender that produced cappuccino
coffee (with cream) before you hardly had time to say the
words. As he topped it up with “a little drop of the hard stuff’
and then passed round samples for us to try, he instantly
became a very popular man and we watched enthralled as
pate, mousse and a “dip” all appeared with almost no effort.
Thank you Joyce (Wright) for arranging our speakers —
especially this one.

It is nice to be able to record that 2 of our members, Joan
Orme and Edna Gilbert, took part in a sponsored walk to
help to raise funds for a new Orthopaedic Unit at Broomfield
Hospital near Chelmsford. Those entering had either had
surgery themselves or knew of someone who had and the
challenge was to walk one mile at their own pace around the
hospital grounds. It was a large event with many taking
part. Joan raised about £200 and Edith over £100 so this
was a tremendous achievement on their part and very well
done indeed to them both.

Our Committee continues to meet regularly and hopes to
meet the requests and suggestions put to them. Our appre-
ciation goes to Nellie who now makes the tea, Peggy who
collects our 50ps, Barbara who makes sure you have an
envelope for your Newsletter and Margaret and Irene who
do such a good job on the Bring and Buy and the Raffle.

We also appreciate the suppotrt from HQ and ali they do to
help us. Many thanks indeed.

CLEVELAND

Hello again ladies from what has been “the Sunny North
East”. Having said that, on one of our days out to York, in
June, the rain poured down. A handsome young man
selling umbrellas in the market did a roaring trade.

To compensate, in July we had another day out to Skipton
— much better.

Moving on to August, our Branch tea-party was a great
success — not a weight watchers paradise, but not to worry!
A young man entertained us with songs from musicals with
everyone joining the choruses.

Then September saw us at the Northern Reunion at York.
Our guest speaker was Brigadier Ramsay. It was good to
see her again, although she practically got up from her sick
bed to join us.

Our Standard was paraded in September at the Annual
Veterans Service of Remembrance at Eden Camp, Yorks,
along with 127 others.

Our next branch meeting in September, saw us having a
beetle drive. | don’t think anyone put a foot, a leg, or an arm

wrong — what a laugh we had!

In October (aren’'t we a busy lot?), six of us took off to the
WRAC Dinner Club weekend, along with two ladies from the
Darlington Branch doing the driving. Thanks girls! We
made many more friends, along with “Girls” from our service
days. In January 1963 my training Sgt at Lingfield (who shall
be nameless, but you know who you are Mary Pearce)
stripped my bed, disgusted at my “civwy” method. In
October 1999, | got my own back on her, who said “revenge
is sweet”. The weekend ended with a lovely church service,
and we were very proud to have our Standard paraded
along with the others. Well done Ann, our bearer. Thank
you to everybody for a memorable weekend. May we wish
everyone good health (most important — keep taking the
tablets ladies). enjoy your meetings and keep recruiting.
See you all in Cardiff.

Irene Maclean

COLCHESTER

It is some years since | last prepared the Colchester Report
for the Lioness but unfortunately Mrs Sheila Tooley, who
has been making an excellent job of this for quite a long
time, has had to give up due to personal circumstances.
Volunteers being thin on the ground, it is on my plate again.
Thank you Sheila for all your help in the past. Here | can tell
you that Sheila and her husband Dr P J Tooley, were
invited to attend a Garden Party at the Palace in recognition
of Peter's 50 years in Education. When getting ready,
Sheila carefully pinned her Silver-plated ATS Badge on her
Lapel hoping that should she be fortunate enough to be
seen by the Queen, this little Badge might catch her eye.
Alas that was not to be as it was the Duke of Edinburgh who
spoke to them, the Queen having gone down another line.

As mentioned in the last Report the outing to Bury St
Edmunds was good, especially the stop at the Rushbrooke
Arms for lunch. Such a grand old building, an original grain
barn of yesteryear, and the food and service was excellent.
Another outing was to Sue Ryder’s Stable Restaurant near
Ipswich recommended by our Area Chairman. Yes, real
stables complete with the mangers and rings, one almost
expected to see the horses file in. Again the food and
company were good, the desserts were delicious for those
who do not have diabetes! We have also paid another visit
to the Felixstowe British Legion. We never seem to visit this
seaside town on a warm and sunny day.

In September, 27 of us paid another visit to the Grand Hotel
in Clacton. This concern caters for the not so young and it
is quite fun with the food being of the 1940’s line, as is the
entertainment. The cost is reasonable and clubs attend
from far and near. Unfortunately our outings have not been
so well attended this year, could be a sign of the times, but
few or many there is still a lot of work involved in organising
these events. Despite this | am pleased to report that our
Christmas lunch has been booked up and to date atten-
dance is good. Our bright light of the year is that on the 27th
September 1999 we attended an unveiling ceremony on
Balkerne Hill Colchester of a large replica of our ATS CAP
BADGE. This has gone up as part of the Colchester
Millennium Military Badge Project. A Mr Douglas Morgan
put the scheme into operation and, upon a request from one
of our members, he was pleased to include our badge.
Sixteen Regimental badges are being put up along this wall
so we are proud to have been included and the Badge is a
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trioute to @l ex ATS Ladies, Fame al last

Az Shella mentioned in her last Report we had the pleasure
of a visil from our Area Chairman, Lady Val Kemball, o
present Mrs Brenda Manning with her Cerificate of

Appreciation. ppE Compressor Free Version

We alzo had a visit from a Represeniative of British
Telecom who explained fo us the advantages of the latest
models of phones especially for the hard of hearing and
those with poor eyesight. The young man ook names and
addressas of all members who needad help and trua to his
word each and every one was visited and help given
irrespective of where they lived and all free of charge.

I'l end thiz report with another ATS Badge story, One of our
marnbers moved o Kant and one day sha had occcasion o
vigit & Dy Cleanera. This lady always wears her litle ATS
Badga on her lapal ard on antering the shop the assistant
ook one look at it and said "“What a lovely liitle badge, are
thay giving tham away al the garage down the road? i so,
I must get one at lunch time”. Needless to say, this
member wasted no me in teling her exactly whal the
badge was and why she was wearing it. The assistani, a
lady in her 50s looked dumbfounded and then sakd “Oh |
dedr’t know ladies sarved n that war”, well she doses now!

Balora closing, | must say thal our Membership goes up and
down,  Unforiunately we have lost 2 dear members bul
gained 3 brand new ones and 2 transfers from other
Eranches so al the present time we are 139 strong and,
thank goodness, we have a few young WRHAL members
which, we hope, will fill our places as and when we get
prosmoded o thal greal parade ground above the bright blue
sky.

Colchester |i.'|rn:|: members hﬂ' o the unvetling
ceremony it Balberne Hill,

CREWE

In June we started the second half of 1992 with the Area
Reauwnion as our prioty,

By July things had calmesd down a bit and we managed o
have another Sunday Lunch al the Crewa Arms Hotel wilth
husbands which we all enjoyed. Later in July Batty and
Edith weni down to Stafford for a meeting with Stafford and
Shropshire Branches to finalize the arangements lor the
FELENE3N.,

Beity was booked to go to the York Ack Ack Reunion on July
sl but was not well ensugh o alttend.  Sha was vary
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disappainted and sends har best wishes o her 930d S0
Regt inends.

Then in August calamityl We lost our entertainer for the
Raunion, however he veary kindly found us a replacement far
which we were grateful but apprehensive.

September, D Day approaching fast and we were very busy
with last minute things which could not be done earlier.
Everyone had a a job 1o do and they did it well. Af last
Seplember 18th, we were axpacting rain but it siayved fina,
and with fingers crossed everything went well,

Wae were 50 pleased that cur new Ganeral Secretary Miss D
McElligott and her predecessor Mrs B Wall were able 1o join
us as our guasts of honour and we hope they enjoyed the
day with us.

We nmeed not have womied about the entertainer, Mr
Geolfrey Coles was greal and he did us prowd. Our
Chairman Betty was presented with a Certificate of
Appreciation by Mrs Maggie Purkis our Area Chairmar,

Arca Choirmian Mrs M Purkis preseting Mrs Belly Pation
with Certificate of Appreciation af the Wales & West
Rinunion al Crews,

We ware very grateful 1o Stafiord Branch who did the Raffte
which raised £205 and Shropshire Branch who did fha
Tombeda Stall which mada £109,50. A lady did a “Mame the
Dolly™ which ralsed a further £19.80, Crewe did a big caka
stall with jam and marmalade also a Bric a Brac Stall. Mabel
provided a lovely cake decorated wilh the Association
Badge to "“Guess the Weight”, and Edith crocheied a
Blanket which was raffled,

At the end of the day we raised a grand iofal of £860 and
bacaise the Associabion is badly in need of lunds with the
approval of our Area Chairman Mrs Maggie Purkis we have
sant it 1o the WRAC Association.



Since then we have had numerows letters and phone calls
from Branches expressing their appreciation of the day
which we found vary rewarding.

Cur AGKM was on October Tth and wo [adwes resigned from

Lightot has o I SO Sidiod Bl Sor L

The Chairman Betty and Secretary Edith are unchanged.
Mabel and Glenys our WRAC members attended the
WRAC Dinner Club Reunion &t Tillington Hall Hotel Stafford
on Oclober 8-10.  There was a speclal service on the
Sunday commeamorating the 50th Anniversary, They said
they had a marvellous weekend and would ke to send
many thanks 1o Ann Deakin for arranging it

We have one more fund raiger this year. It is a Dance at the
Crosville Club on Movember dth, then we wil have &
welcome break until Febrsary, In the meantime there will
anly be four of us aftending the Cenotaph Parade in London
this timae,

With our friends and relatives we shall be going o Crawe
Theairs in December to se& tha Pantomima then in the Maw
Year we shall be looking forward to golng 1o the Grand
Heureon at Cardiff.

May we sand our Good Wishes for the Mew Year 2000 o all
our friends in the Association.

re s y
Wales & West Area Reurion of Creae

Lt - Mreg B Pafton, Mizs D MeEiigows, Mre M, Purkis,
Mre R, Watt, Mra E. Francis

DACORUM

Greetings from Dacorum, and best wishes to cur members
wh cannat gat 1o our mealings bacauss of ill haakth, or dif-
ficuity in distance and transpart.

We all enjoy reading the Lioness, and especially some of
the activities thal different branches paicipate in.

Sinoe April we seam o have been quite busy with talks and
speakars, we started our May mesting with our Chairman
tefing us aboul her visit 1o her son and family in America.
She went to see the Amarican Memosial fo Women who
servad in the War, We found It very interesting, espacially
as we in Britain are now fning fo collect encugh money (o
have our own dedication,

After the formakties we had a quiz. Those who were able
were knilling squares to make a blanke!, we ara hoping to
raffie it to raise some more money towards the VWA

Waomens Memorial Fund.

We thought our June meeting would be rained off, tha
waalner was appalling, bul twelve of we managed to get to
fha hall. We had a speaker who lold us the history of thim-
bles and other neediework implemenis, bodking ele, it was
fascinating, espacially 1o those of us who are neadiewomsan,

Cin the 3th of June we wanl 1o Kew Gardens, an excallant
day, aithough there was not enough fime o see everything,
50 Wi would like to 9o again some fime.

In July our Chairman spoke about the interasting visit 1o the
London Reundon at the Union Jack club at Waterdoo, also
iha rather iraumatic breakdown of the train home.  Wae fal-
lowed with & *nearly new saka”, it was fun.

Our gues! speaker in August was from Age Concern, vary
appropriate for some of us, i was very inferesting and made
us mora awara of the things that they can do for people who
negd help,

The September AGM followed the usual routing, subs o
pay in ete. This was followad by a quiz and our wsual tea
and biscuits.

By Ocicber the blanket was finished, it really looked superb,
congratulations ladies.

Fundraising is always a ot of work with all the reguiations
irvodving raffles.

So far we have raised £550.00 in sponsorship and are [ook-
ing to raise more later.

We also enjoyed a slide show and a talk aboul the history of
the Grand Union Canal; thers have been 0 many changes
since many of us were bom i the 1920'.

Some al us visited the craflt store in Greanford, what a
femptation to overspand.

EASTBOURME

Mo oulside entertammeant was neadad (his year as membars
gave takks with slides, a picture quiz and a flower-aranging
demonstration. Members have also allended a wide variety
of ptaces and events.

A member and her husband, attended the 55th Anniversany
of the Liberation of Antwerp and kaid a Poppy Wreath from
the Branch. They also conveyed our Best Wishes to
Antwarp. The mamber had baen stalioned in Anbwerp al the
time of thae Liberation in 1244, Both enjoyed the waekand.

Members also wvisited the Morth East, lceland and the
Alameln Museum and Church at Enham Alamein in
Hampshire. They also attended the AGC Open Day at
Worthy Down, the AGM at Guildford, the Preseniation of
Mew Colours lo the Princess of Wales Regiment, the ex
FOW Reunion af Hayling Island, a Mavy Dinner Dance at
Portsmouth and the Kine lunch at the Union Jack Club in
Lendon,

Those whao live oo far away or cannol get transport are kept
up-to-date with our twice-yearly Newslattar.

We are now looking forsard fo our Chiistmas arrangements
and fhe AGM at Cardiff.
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FIFE & TAYSIDE

Since our last latter, sadly. 2 of cur membars have diad.
They are Mra O M Montwill (nee Buchanan), Fife and kajor
{Retd) Miss C Wales, also Fife,
PDF Compressor Free Version

Our membership stll numbers 90 as we had 2 new
mambers join us, one of wihom is an ex WRAC and she had
a letter published in e kst ssee of Lioness aboul har
sanvice in MNorthern refand.

The venue for meetings is siill the Royal British Lagson Cluk,
Ferth on fhe kst Thursday of each month,

A few of our members wera in and out of hospital kst year
and earty this but seam o be on the move again with some
cruichas and sticks discarded.

Once again exotic climes have bean visited by members,
Hong Kong, Vence, Spain and Canada 1o name bul a few.
Wonder if the piggy banks are still intact 1)

Wa ware invited o a Garden Parly al tha Walled Gardan,
Murray Roval Hospétal in July where we have a bower con-
iributed o by all the Scollish Branches. [ was a baautiful
day, the sun was shining and there was a band playing in
the shelter of our bowar (Siting down).  Stalls with home
baking, garden producs, plants elc addaed io an altogether
vary enpoyable aflemoon

In August we held a bool sale at the local foatball park bl
ihara wara 50 many cars that wea did nol make as much as
we usually do.  However we handed over £57 1o our
treasurar and the local charity shops banafited from what
we had |eft, so in the and everyone benefited.

Mexi year we ara hoping to ba alongside the Army at any
displays in Fife or Taysede 1o st up shop - hoping 10 recrul
miora mambers o the Association and possibly sell some of
our memorabila,  Incidentally, Glasgow Branch, who ang
hosting the Reunson and AGM thes year on 16 October,
have kindly afiowed us 1o sat up a stall to enable us o do
ihis and we are all looking forward to our frip o Glasgow
when 30 of our mambers will be fravelling, complete with a
few Floral Display Entries = 10 competa for tha Scottish
Eranches Shiekd.

After our Glasgow trip, wa will get down to arranging our
Cardiff wisit, There are a few going from our branch and we
are making arrangements to enabla us to travel togather.

Owr Christmas lunch will be at the Isle of Skye Hotel, Perth
16 December 1999,

We wizh everyone all the best tor the MILLEMNNILM,

:: f f‘.—.—n
Fowr Fife & Tayside brancl members of
Walled Garden Fete August 1999

GRIMSBY
Graetings Ladses of all branches,

Hope you all had a kowely Christmas and espacially 8 Very
Happy Mew Year on the occasion of the Millennium. 'What
miraculous changes wa have all sean during our fives; from
tin baths on a Friday night and chambear pots under owr beds
to flush toilets, men on the moon, computers, the intermeat
and roads ot big anough far all the cars etc, on a fovely
summer weekand! | would nof have missed one day of il
How about you? — | digrass, so back to the goings on at the
Grimsby Branch.

May found us all gathering at the local Town Hall, boarding
a coach and making our way o Neltingham. We visited ona
of the Lace Markels and very much admirad many of the
beauliful exhibits wihich were on display.

Alter this shorl vistt, we made our way o e Crown Darby
factory at Darby whera we were able o catch a guick snack
in the restacrant.  Then a party of us went on a conducied
four around tha factory, 1T was very inferesting and we wara
infrigued by the tady giving a demonstration of moulding tha
very small and manute flowers, We then madae our way 1o
the Gift Shop where much of the poltery was for sale,

On the homeward jourmey, we made a stop at a kocal fkeh
restaurant where we enjoyed “Fish, Chips and Mushy Peas®
and armived back in Grimsby arcund Bpm, thus ending a
very enjovable and interesting day

Im Jume we had our Summer Fair which was md oas
suecessul a3 usual, but we ended with & profit which was
better than a loss.

I July & of the Committea were inviled to a very inferesting
presentalion by the Army at owr local Town Hall,  Nothing
like the Army we kKnew! Everyone enjoyed the evening
chatfing i the young soldiers who were excellent hosts,
The food and drinks were an added bonus,

Absa in July, we had a Mystery Tour, 'We found ourselves
gaireg throwugh the lovely Lincoinshing Wolds, Ouwr first stop
was the Louth Garden Cantra (they make lovely cofies
tharal). Mewl we want 1o Mablathorpe Market. From there
it was on 1o the "Kinema in tha Woods™ at Woodhall Spa.
There was a rastaurant in the meddle of the woods whera we
had a choics of Bangers and Mash or Ham Salad, followed
by a choice of sweal and a pot of tea. The weather was
lovaly. A very enjoyable aftermoon owl

At our September branch meeating we had & visit from Peter
Gray and Gail Staphenson of the British Lagion (Gail is also
a lite membar of the WRAC Association). The purpossa of
the visit was to present several branch mambers with
carlificales In appreciation of their work for the poppy appeal
over tha last ben years.

Al the time of ‘Going to Press’ we ara busy planning a
Jumble Sale in October and making preparations for our
Christrmas Fair in December. We ara looking forward fo our
wisit to Cardiff next year for the reunion. What a busy life we
e

Best wishas o all members and may all your tomamaws ba
Beaulilul.



HARROGATE

Another successful half vear with good altendances al our
monthly meestings. There is always a greal fesling of
camaraderig, an excellent vanely of good speakers and a

ively interest P PFVCH NSO I BESYRRTon

Our new Chalrman, Barbara Dawson, kad us all astounded
ard flummoxed by a superb collection of antigue tools which
she hoped we would identity — only a few proved correct!
Vicky Hadford broughi a frend to display and demonstrate
ihe Artof Lacemaking — a very gifted member of our Branch.

A Yoga exper explained and demonsirated o us the
mantal and physical mysteries of har work.,  We were all
redieved fo know that we were not expacted to stand on our
heads or adopl the Lolus position

Susan Lister's husband gave Us a most interestng lalk on a
litetirms of iving and working on the Harewood House esiate
{apart from their War Sendce).

QOur Annual Outing was a coach Wrp 0 the Bradford
Industrial Museum. A most interesting ‘working  mill’

museum and the Shire horses were an added delight. The
MLE. Annuial Rewnion at York was alttended by 22 members
who enjoyed the avent as usual.

Harrogale branch annual owting - July 1958

HASTINGS

In 1943 he ATS becama the WRAC and we calebrated the
aith Anniversary of its formation in 19289, Our first phoio-
graph shows members of s Branch al the Anniversary
Senvice in Guildford Cathedral and the second pholograph
shows the WRAC Standard Baarer walh our newest member
— Mre hey Jones.

The year 2000 brings a combined reunion and we hope
those who attend the events in Cardifl in Apel will have a
wionderful weekend, To celabrate ocally we are holding a
Tri-Service Lunch — siggested by the Association of WRNS
and supported wilh enthusiasm by local ex WAAFs and our
own Branch.

Lasi yaar Branch mambars allended the wsual Parades and
were shll able to Parade our Standard with ten supporting
members on the stage at the White Rock Theatre on
Remembrance Sunday. in the past we have met members
of Medway Branch in Bochaster and were 5o impressad wa
had our summear outing to the town in Dickens Week,

Twoo yaars ago our guting was o the Star & Garer Home in
Richmond and one member was s impressed she has
startad a Fund Raising Commities in Hastings and sevaral
Branch Members are supporting her. Brenda Moor was
with us an the visit and is now a residgant m tha Home — wa
do hope you are really confented in your new abode
Branda.

We are sad Helen Dodd has had ko mesgn as the SE.
Chairman and wish her a long and confented retirement,
We welcome Mrs Kate MoGregor whom we hopa 1o mae
some lime before LIOMESS 1/2000 is published,

Greatings and bast wishas o you all. May this century be
more peaceful than the kst

HEREFORD

Saveral naw maembers have joined the Branch recantly and
wea now have 42 Life and 26 Annual. We still meat each
marth except December at the Belmont Road ABL Hall af
2 30pm.

In May 19598 we hedd a Car Bool Sale which was weary
profitable and a group of ws went to Cards, 10 discuss plans
for the Reunion in Aprl 2000,

Chair Mary Micholls and Secretary Jo Anscombe weant to
Cardsff again in Juky 1999, This was a meeting with Cardifi
and Swansea members chaired by Mrs Buth Walts. 1t was
a very good meeting which included a thorough investiga-
tion of the venise, the Cardifl Intermalional Arana, an axcel-
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lent building. Plans for the Grand Reunion 2000 are well on
the way at Cardiff. We held a second Table Sale in July,
and although profitable, was a bit of a damp squib as far as
customers were concerned.

It was ten yealP R QU gl P EsSHP Freldevaiqrdiganch

was formed and so to celebrate we hired a mini-bus on
August 9th and took ourselves out for the day to
Bridgenorth. After an excellent lunch with the “Bar flowing”
we were entertained by a singer/comedian to some great
jokes and songs, ending with many wartime favourites and
the usual sing-song. A few games of bingo quietened us
down and then tea and biscuits before returning home to
Hereford.

In September we received an invitation from Shropshire
Branch to join them in their Church Service and Parade to
celebrate 80 years of Women in Uniform. Unfortunately
owing to other commitments we were unable to attend. Mrs
Doris Kirton one of our newer members who is an ex Ack
Ack girl met with her local MP in Tewkesbury to discuss the
proposed memorial in Trafalgar Square to Women in
Uniform during WWII. He promised to write to Sir John
Mortimer who is in charge of the project. Everyone is urged
to write to their MPs to ask them to raise awareness in
Parliament.

Several ladies went to Crewe Reunion on September 18th
and had a really great time. Our thanks to Crewe Branch
and the other Branches for their assistance in the Raffle etc.

Also in September Joyce Nicholls, our Treasurer, and Sue
Walton sent out our 6th Newsletter with an up to date
Nominal Roll of Branch members. Both gratefully received
by everyone and thank you to Joyce and Sue for their hard
work. Thanks also to all members who send gifts and
donations for Branch causes. Best wishes and “Get Well
Soon” to Celia Davies, Phyl Martin, Sybil Grafton, Heather
Kemp and all those not so well members. We think of you
constantly.

Our Treasurer, Joyce Nicholls, went to Germany and met up
with the Padre who dedicated our Standard in Sept 1998.
He sent his good wishes to us all as did Liz Kemp and
Debbie Casey. It is so nice to be remembered by our
“young ones”. Joyce Nicholls and Peggy Rose were at the
WRAC Stafford weekend and had a wonderful time, as did
Phyl Bates, Win Birt and Una Heap at the Ack Ack August
reunion in York.

November will see us with our Standard at the
Remembrance Parade in the City again and also our early
Christmas meal is on 22nd Nov.

HULL

Hull Branch is still alive and continuing to meet monthly on
the first Friday of each month in the premises of the Royal
British Legion, Beverley Road, Hull.

Eighteen of us were present at the Northern Area Reunion
in York at the beginning of September and for the first time
ever it was a glorious summer day and we were able to view
York Race Course.

During the year we have had a visit to Hornsea for fish and
chips and a trip to Doncaster market.

It is sad to note that out of 8 new members during the
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course of the last 12 months we have only seen one of
them.

Our Standard has been in ‘moth balls’ for some time but in
September we were very pleased to have one of our WRAC
members, Miss Marjorie Booker, parade it for us on the
occasion of Hull City’s 700 year celebrations. Units from
HMS Iron Duke, the 1st Battalion Princess of Wales Own
Regiment, RAF Staxton Wold, and TA units from 150
Transport Regiment and 250 Field Ambulance proudly
marched through our city streets headed by the Band of the
Royal Marines. It was splendid — the largest gathering of
the armed forces the city had every seen. Fortunately the
Standard Bearers did not march but formed a cordon at the
saluting base. Once again wonderful weather.

We now look forward to the Grand Reunion in Cardiff.

LEEDS

Our monthly meetings are still very well attended. Emily,
our Secretary, keeping us in touch with news from Northern
Area and Headquarters.

In August, our usual Tea and Biscuits were supplemented
with 80th Birthday Cake provided by Ruby Gill.

The Mixed HyAA. Reunion in York was a great success.
Our thanks, as usual, to Major Robertson and Philip for their
hard work organizing it.

In September, 15 members attended the Northern Area
Reunion at York Racecourse, a most enjoyable occasion.

At our October meeting, a WRAC Plaque was presented to
Headingley Royal British Legion as a thank you for their
hospitality. This will be placed near to the ATS Plaque as a
reminder of the old and the new.

Two members will represent the Branch at the
Remembrance Day in London, others will be helping with
local Poppy Days.

It has been decided that our Christmas Party in December
will be a celebration for all those members who have
already reached the wonderful age of 80 and those who will
do so in year 2000.

LEICESTER AND NOTTS

We have continued to hold our meetings on the second
Tuesday of the month during the afternoon and we average
25/30 members. We have gained another 11 members this
past year, although only one is able to get to our meetings.
Sadly we lost Kathleen Hockley who was one of the original
members when the branch started.

We finished 1998 with our AGM in November and our
Christmas party in December which is always a very
enjoyable occasion.

Our usual Nibble and Natter took place in February and
another favourite, our Bring and Buy in March, raised £55
for our funds. We had a different kind of speaker in April —
a poet, who read his own poetry which was mostly about his
grandchildren and family. It was a refreshing change.

In May we again made our journey to W. Bridgford, thanks



to Barbara Danter who arranged the meeting and also pro-
vidad a speaker — a lady falking aboul 'Boarder Dogs’.
These are guide dogs who lor some reason cannol be
looked after by their owners and so the dogs are boarded
ot until they can return home once more, We visited Eh:u;:um
the Chemist |p ﬁpgfs ' i 4l

Some of us El:mru:l mus ssll?:lnallng an'}:l%wlf:ru aua
liked o have spent more ima there. Our July meeting was
a noisy, happy one with a Bestle Drive and in August we
spent a super afterncon at a BBO thanks again to Dorls and
Irene and theair hedpars. Even the rain didn't dampen spirits,
The Harvest Festival ralsed even more money lor our funds,
Cur members are very gengrous in brimging and then
buying back the produce,

We do tend fo repesl our activities vear to year bul these arg
favauribes and are happy meelngs,

Cwr Standard Bearer, Vi Rawling, conlinues o represant us
at various parades supported by some of our more able
MEmBers,

& e ladies went 10 the Ack Ack reunson al York and had a
feowely weekend, even the weather was peract, amd bwo
latdes attended the Crewe reunion and had a wonderful
aftarmoan in the company of our Ashby Inends. Cur thanks
i Crewe Branch ladies, Some of our members made the
pourmey to London 1o lake par in the Remembrance Semvice
in Whitehall and will be going again ihis year.

Wa now have our AGM to come in October having moved it
forward a month,  In Movember we are joindng the RBL at
hiallon Mowbray on the 11th for a8 Bemembrance Sanics.
December brings us full crcle and the end of anclher vear,

We wish all our members and friends a Happy and Peaceful
2000 ard thank tham for thair continuaed suppor.

LONDON

The two London Branches hosted the London Area Beunion
in July and we had an enfoyable day with inferesting slides
shown by Ray Dunkley and a talk from James Mill the
Director of Fmance at The Royal Star & Garer Home. In
London i1 is difficult to keap the cost of functions down bul
we did our best and thanks o a well-patronised raffla we
were able 1o send donations to the WRAC Assooiation and
the Hormea, which now has ex-ATS among its residents.

In Seplambar wa celabrated 80 years of both the
Association and London Branch with a Birthday Lunch at
the Union Jack Club. Dorsen Reid persuadad her local
branch of Safeway Supermarket io make and ice us a cake,

The Cake

which was really splendid, The cooks were 50 pleased that
ihey paid for i and donated it to tha branch. Belly Moarms
produced the manu cards and Jean Tayior worked hard
miaking more than sicty little favours contaning sugared
almonds for good luck. Everyone agreed it was a memo-
rable occasion and in Ioasting Absent Friends we wera
particularly mindful of the late Emily Richards whose
generous legacy subsidised the cost, Sadly it was also the
oocasion of our farewsll to our devoled Vice-Presidant who
has moved o Colchaster, We presented har with an ATS
statuets so that she will remamber us. Charlotie has now
poined Colchester branch,

We have akso celebrated fwo ninetieth birthdays this year,
Charlolte in May and Evabm Parks i Octobar when a party
of us enjoved & greal Lunch at the Victory Club.

FPresentation to Charlotte Lowrence by the Chourman,
Dorothy Foster

In Jume we wera treated fo one of Alan Bryett's amusing
takes Today is the First Day of the Rest of Your Life’, some-
thing wea all should baar in mind and make the bast of evary
day. COur coach trip to Audley End in SeptembDer was vary
enjoyahle although as members bacome incraasingly frail it
becomes difficult o have sufficient nuembers fo pay for the
cosl af the coach.

LUTON

Luton has had a faldy queet period since our kast report,
although wa have had some intarasting speakears. Amongst
them was a talk on tha history of aur town, one on old post-
cards, and a paricularly good damonstration of reflexalogy
and aromatharapy,

In September six members donned Mazers and berats fo
attend the dedication of the local Far Easl Velerans
Association Standard. A very moving occasion, as always,
where a total of elght regimental Assoclation Standards
wera paradad, inciuding our own.

Al our September branch mesling wea wara visited by
Lieutenam Colonel Trevor Veitch, Rayal Anglians, who is
co-ordinating the eslablishment of the new Bediordshire
and Hertiordshire regimental musawm, Kemaston Barracks
now having been disposed of. He brought with kim Mr Jack
Leach who poined the Beds and Haris in 1935, aged 15, He
kapl us anthralbad with tales of his explods during the war
andd was awarded the Mililary Medal for his actions behind
anamyy linas m taly,
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Another evenl attended by Madge Evans was the WHAC
Dinner Club weekend, where all concemed had a whale of
a time. Brigadier Ann Fleld was our guest of honour, gling
an amusing speech after dinner. Should you qualify
(WRAC, WRAC(TA], QARANC, QARANCITA) do come o

the next one -PPIEGHPPESSor Free Version
We shall ba on parade al our local War Memonal in

Movember, hopaeflly behind our standard, and will try 1o
acquil oursalves in the best traditicns of our Association.

We arg [ooking forward to our visit to Cardiff next Apnl - sae
vou there.

Members of the Luton branch ‘on parade af the dedication
of fhe For Eogl Veterans Association Stardord —
Seplember TTih 19599

MNEWCASTLE

It seems no ime since our tast repodt Inowhich we mantioned
having joined ihe Mormandy Velerans and fheir relatives
ard friends at their 1898 Chrisimas party and we have
recently received an invilation to their 1999 “celebration” o
be held in the Civic Hall, Gosforth, on 7 December 1999

Members who went i the Norh East Reunion at York in
Septermber enjoved a good lunch. They kEslaned to an
enlightening account by Brigadier {Retd) Gail Ramsey on
the work of the Voluntary Service Cverseas.

Thers Iz still & great interest within cur Branch in the forih-
coming Grand Reunion in Cardiff in April 2000 and thosa
members attending are kept fully informed by Evelyn whao is
still looking after their regular savings account.

Sadly, one of our members Miss Mona Mills, who has baen
in the Branch since its inception, died in late August after a
Iong and painful liness. She was a good member, and a
personal frend of our Secratary,

Cur meetings are continuing to atiract a fair average of
members and our best wishes go to those unable fo attend.

NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK

Morfolk and Suffolk take the cpporunety of using their
paragraph of Branch Mews fo write personally 1o all
membars who never have the opporiunity 1o get to meeatings
in Monech and with whom, becacse of their numbers
(currantly 140, it is otherwise difficult to maks contact. For
instance, we have some 36 members living in Suffolk and
the distance invobved is too great for regular attendance.
Cher the years we have Iried [0 form a separate Branch for
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that county, unsuccassfully, | am sorry to 5ay. Those ladias
who live just over the border between the two counties are
able 1o mes! once a month at Gt Yarmouth where wa have
a separate Group, under the secretaryship of Mrs Ber
Coupar.

We nave members as far afield as Australia and Canada.
Our Canadian friend, Mrs Heather Heninger, 8 native of
Moralk, I3 & wonderiul lelter-writer, She visiled us a lew
vaars ago and related her experiences as a war-bride
gailing off into the unknown, We send her greetings and
also to Miss Kay, in Australia, Mrs Sheila Mcllwraith was a
slaunch supporter of meatings since the formation af tha
Branch, bul moved to Sussex and siill keeps m touch. Other
Sussex-based members are Mrs Prangley and Mrs Beard.
Mrs Empsal and Brs Aldous are in Lincoinskbire; W
Pickard and Mrs Hodges have addresses in
Cambridgeshine (but | expact brs Hodges agrees with ma,
Peterborough is still proparty Huntingdonshire) and we send
thesw all cur best wishes,

We are very proud of the fact that our new Charman of tha
Aszsociaton, Brigadiar Shirlay Mield s ona of owr mambears,
85 is also Lady Soames, who was presented with Life
Membership in recognition of her kindness i umeailng the
Plague at Graat Yarmouth in 1994 fo the memony of the 26
ATS girls who died as tha result of enemy air acton in 1943,

For afl those ladies whom we never sae, some news of he
Branch’s activities may be of intarast. Wea mesat regularty,
usually 20 to 25 of us, on the lirst Saturday of each month
at tha 5t Luke’s Centre, Ayisham Road, at 2pm. with a
speaker altemate months; the mtervening months are taken
up with genaral pleasure at gatting logether and chatling
over cups of tea. We amange 2 or 3 outings a year, Our
Mew Year's luncheon is weall-attended and we wouid
welcome anyone who could get fo Monsich for that special
pocasion in fulure atthough by the time this appears in
LIDMESS it will ba too late for 2000, However, if sufficient
numbers are interested and abde 1o come to Norach, we
would be very happy to arange a luncheon and get-togeth-
ar during the summer. Do please let me have suggestons,
At our regular mestings we have a bring-and-buy sale and
a raffie which, white not bringing in & foriung, enable us o
pay for the hire of the room, conlribute b0 cur speakars’
charities and make a donation annually fo BLESMA and fo
the ATS Benevolent Furd. Twice a year, on Novamber 11th
and an May 11th tha anniversary of tha incidant, we hold
senvices at the site of the commemorative Plague at Graat
Yarmouth and would welcomea anyone able to attend efther
of thesa ceremonles,

Two members of our small Committes, Helen Green and
Marjorie Spears, are making successful efforts to raise
money towards the statue to the Women of Waorld War || by
approaching local firms and businessas,

Unhappily during the past year we have lost two members,
Mrs Joan Ward and Mrs Grace Juby. At Mrs Juby's recent
funeral wa were asked bo form a Guard of Honour in the
church porch and tha vicar spoke movingly of Mrs Juby's life
im the ATS. She had atiended meelings regularly over a
long pariod.

For those ladies who have in the past supporied mestings
bul who, through varous reasans of health or ransport dit-
ficulties, are no longer able to do 5o, we sand our good
wishes:  Mra Muriel Bullock, Mra Irene Chapman, Mrs
Victoria Johnson, Mrs Doris Lammas, Miss Ann Scaott, Miss
Kate Todd, Miss Aedrey Tobd, Mrs lda Ward, Mrs Grace



Huxtabia, Mrs Dorothy Geary, Mrs Maisie Harradine, Mrs
Barbara Moble, Mrs Shefla Pluck, Mrs Gladys White. We
mss you all and hope that you may be able to retum o
meetings some time in the future,

We extend a pBfoRE, h e WOPTYEAY EIRTOHS —
please remamber thal ook 1o you to carry an the
Association. WWe know you are probably still tied up with
family and work responsibllities, but, you are cur future and
wer rafy on you to take up office and to foster the spirt of
comradeship thal we all expenenced in our service days
and which ragular meatlings of the Branch engender. Come
and join us &t a meeling when you can tell us of your
EHPETISNCes,

It aryone cares o contact me as Hon Secretary, | am Joan
Awbsrny, now of 25 Meadow Risa Road, Morwich, MA2 30E.
Ted: 01603 453075, Do get in touch and do consider jomning
us al a summer lunchaon even if you cannot come fo
meetings. Finally, | would like o thank personally all those
ladias who hava willen to me recently and for the prompl
payment of subscriptions this year, making lite =0 much
agger for our new Treasurer, Mrs Audray Juby

PLYMOUTH

Word must be getting around aboul our friendly Monday
Branch meetings, they are going from strength 1o strength.
Al the AGM on 4 Oclober we had 31 members presant and
everyona keen o take part, Keep up the good work |ladies,
i's greal 1o sea you all. | am swre it must ba the varked
programme of talks, compeditions and outings which keep
the members attending. Sadly, Baetty Mitchell, our freasur-
ar, dacidad to hang up her monay bags and retire (o the
back bench after 8 years of keeping our balance in good
order. To ensure Betly keaps writing ber poams and letlers
of protest, the Branch presentad har with a sman pen set as
a bokan thank you' for all her hard work,.  We ware |ucky
enough to have a volunteer to carry on the good work and
Betty has promesed o be available should Mg Mary Dawis
negad any advice. Thank you for stepping in Mary, you have
a hard act 1o follow bul we are all sure thal you are maore
than capable.

Wa all erjoyed our coach trip to SW area reunion at
Waellington, thank you Doreen and all your workers, It was a
very enjoyable day.

On 2 Oclober, 14 members furmed out to work at our table
top sale and between 10am and 2pm raised £92 for our
funds, We are hoping for a repeal pedormanca on 27
Movember. We may be able to find aut what owr chances of
zuccess are al the Movember meeting because our
speaker is Mrs Shirley Wallis and her topsc is Astrology!

Oer Standard Bearer, Dans MoCoy, has been g credit to aur
Branch, She has been on parade regulary owver the
surmnmear. The mosi recent parade being the Service of
Commamaoration and Thanksgaving for Viclary in the Battie
of Britamn 1840,  The large nurmber of Standards marching
into St Andrew’s Church was a most impressive sight. The
Movembear parades are looming, on the 11th our Standard
will parade on 5t Andrew's Church Green at 11am; on the
1210 wa have the Plymauth Festival of Remembrancs in tha
FPavilions and an the 14th sk of our membars will jon the
March Past al the Cenotaph in London. We round this
saction off with our Christmas lunch on 15 December, onca
again calering courtesy of Brian and Jean Stedman.

One sour note in this year has been the TV programme
made by Wall to Wall TV Ltd. It was caled “Hiddaen Love'
and put out on Channel 4 on 29 August. We re-titled it
‘Hidden Lust' and wrote a strong brotest letler giving our
views aboul the programme. We are awailing answears! Buf
we won't hold our breathl

On a happier note, we hope you all enjoyed & wonderful
Christmas and a peacelul New Year. Wa look forward o
meeting many of our friends a1 Cardiff, and hope you all
have a busy and interesting year 2000 and anjoy it In the
company of your family and friends,

PORTSMOUTH

FPorstmouth meet every month 2nd Thursday at Ypm at The
Hampshire Ex-Senvice Club, Fratton Aoad, Pordsmauth. We
slill mest in the evenings as we hope 1o aftract younger
miembers who are still working bul 50 far we have not been
vary lucky, and sadly we lose older mambers each year. We
starad the year with a lew mambers going to Guildbard for
the AGM and Service on Sunday which we all enjoyed, In
May we had cur usual trip 1o the Isle of Wight Branch for thiir
lumchaon which we always look forward o, thank you al on
the |skand, May 23rd saw us at the Area Reunlon in
Bournamouth. The weather was fne and it was a happy
reunion made more enjoyable for us as we saw our Standard
Bearer/Treasurer Mrs Phylles Price recaive har well samed
Certificate of Appreciation fram Lt Col V' E Trowt. Thank you
Bournemouth for all your hard work. Local events stared
with a Bring & Buy at our Chaimman's homs Mrs Edna
Metherel on 171 July. 1t was a good morning and £55 was
raised which Mrs Metherall asked to be sent to Association
HO to halp with expenses of The Lioness,

Saturday Tth Aug was a Coffee Moming at Mrs Joan
Jefley’s the weather was fine and we had a good gel
together, The sum raised £25 was given at Joan's requast
b the British Heart Foudation. On Seplember 111h we hald
a 50th WRAC Anniversary party at Mrs Joy Elmer's home in
Fareham, The weather was fine and Joy helped by Maurean
decorated the garden with flags and balloons saying S0th
Birthday. A cake with the Conps Badge was anjoved by all.
It was a lovaly afternoon bul sadly not 5o well supported as
we hoped, some membears wese away of 100 infirm to coma.
We shall finish the year with an Amarican Tea Party at kirs
Mary Lindsey’s home on 16th October and a Fish & Chip
Lunch at Mrs Mary Moora's new harme an G6ih Mow, we hopa
to arange a Christmas Lunch for the méddie of November,

Sk WRAC Anniversary Party = Sepdember 19599

During the vear we have attended parades for Anzac Day in
Aprd, D-Day & The Falklands in Jure and will atband the usoal
Remembrance Senvice in November. At all thess parades
our Slandard s camed with graal dignity by Mrs Phivilis Price,
Wa ara all looking lorward to the Grand Raunion in Candefi.
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Mrs Phytliz Price receiving her certificate from

L Ol VLE, Tron! - Moy 10049

ROCHDALE

Apart from holidays and sick paradas our mastings ara well
attended.

On 12th June quite a few of our members were able to
altend the Group Reunion Mesling at Praston, held at the
hasonic Hall. This was wall supported by other branches
and we wene pleased 1o mest more oid fiends. The weath-
er was very kind to us and our Standard Bearer, Dons
Humback, and her husband, Jack, worked hard with the
Tombaola, which was a great success, as were tha usual
raffies, etc. The launch was really lowely and after the
presantations and speecheas, singing and dancing, we all
thanked the Preston ladies for their haspitality and a happy
day.

On 5th September a special concert was held af the Cartton
Ballroom, Rochdale to commemaorate the ouibreak of the
War, This was well altended by our group and the Ashion
on Mersey Brass Band gave us a truly happy and rostalgic
and special afternoon, celebrated with great feeling
amongst old friends,

On 12th Septermber sixtean of us headed for Eden Camp
once more to fake par in the March and Service of
Thanksgiving and Femembrance of the dactaration of the
Second Waorld War. As usual the weather was glorious and
the camp was bursting at the seams. A record number of
Standards were camed — 129 - a wonderful sight, and
although we were all another year odder the numbers on
parade didn't seem any less. We wera all so pleased to see
aur friends of the Land Army with us with thelr banners, and
carying a doll dressed in Land Army uniform. Naedlass to
say they were very enthusiastically applauded.

Members of Rockdale Branch af BEdencamp

Doris Hunthack

Whilst waiting for the parade, my mind went back 60 years
1o when like all T.A, wnils we ware calbed up beftora hostil-
fies were declared and on 3rd Seplember we, the 3rd East
Lance AT.5., were attached to the Tist Searchbight
R.ATA Regiman and ware on a Drum Head, Church
Parade on Lord Lane Plaving Fields, Falisworth,
Manchaster, whan War was declared at 11.00 am. |
wondered how many of us on parade that day have been
spared to rememiber it

| enclosa a picture of the Rochdake Branch when wa
attended Eden Camp and one of our Standard Bearer.

For tha Remembrance Parade and Service November 111h,
about 9 of us will be travelling to London. Onply one or bwo
hope to take par in the March Past and the rest will attend
the Service at Wesiminster Abbey, after this we will ba
concentrating on cur plans for Cardifl nexl year,

Jose Shelhey
SALISBURY

Thank you Bournemoutn Branch for hosting a successiul
and anjoyable area réunion.

& very big thank you to Brigadier Meachéa and Caolanal Troul
for hosting our kinch meeting in the lovely garden of thair
homea i July. How mice it was o walcoms threa meambers
of Headgquariers stafl, Sue Myers, Ruth Watt and Des
McEligott, Good luck to Dee as she takes over as general
secretary. The compefition winners were Frances Green,
Dommie Rose, Muriel Viney and Kay Cassay.

Ciur annual meaeting in September saw tha re-election of all
our officers: chairman Allson Ogden, vice-chair and prass
aofficar Gladys Pope, secretary Joan Morgan and Ireasurer
Veronica Dodkins. The vole of thanks for all their waork,
proposed by Mancy Bloom, was much appreciated.



SHEFFIELD

1993 has been quite a full year for us al Shellleld. It
started with a wonderful visit to 8 paniomime, teen we had
aur annual <mas dinner and | am pleased o report that,

despite a fiu epYyRIC YRR Y F R Ersion

In March a few of our members who come from Doncastes
gt up a branch of their own. | am pleased to say they are
doing very well with guite a lew new members. All are full of
new ideas aboul how to raise money to get them off to a
good start. We wish them every success, and hope to keep
ir towch.

Bul tha main ileen for us in 1999, was the retirement of our
Sacretary “Flo Ball®, She has given of her best for us fora
number of years and wa wish her wall. We took her aut far
dinper and presented har with flowers and gifts.  |f was a
very enjoyvabée oulling. “Good lueck Flo®.

We are looking foreard o York Reovnion on 4 September
and Cardiff in 2000,

Mrz Bingham presenting Mizs Flo Bell with
gifts and fowers - May 1999

SCARBOROUGH

Our year started in March 1999 with the Morth East Group
Secrotany's Meeling at York. A discussion took pltace on
howe we should celebrate owr 10th Anniversary of the
{ormation of our Branch,

AL our rmeating in April the repor an the Secretarys Maesling
wias read and discussed. One of our members has
complated a jigsaw degpicting the D-Day landings and it was

suggesied thal the picture could ba mada into a tapasing.
The wvenue for our July outing was to be chosen from
Catterick, Beamizh, Zebrugge and York.

We held a collection for Branch Funds,

In May a member invited s 1o her Garden Parly inaid of
Talking Mewspapers,

We held cur monthly mesting at anather meamber's house,
wheare we sored and filed the previous len years' branch
correspondence.

In Jume we had a pub lunch followed by the anti-aircraft
reurion at York in July, In August there was no meeting.

In September we had another pub lunch 1o re-establish
ourseives after the summer break and there was the N.E
Reunion at York Racecoursa.

Detobear brought us round again to our Branch AGM,

SHIPLEY

Anather six manths have gone by, 50 here we are with our
repot from Shipley Branch.

We have enjoyved our monthly Monday afternoon meetings
at Shipley Library with, usually, about 20 members,

Wa have had some wvery interesting speakers, enjoyed
several side shows, had our usual Falth Tea and held an
Easter Fayre which helped us 1o raise anough money to
send our usweal donations to the benevolent funds.

About 12 of us managed to attend the Norfhern Area
Feunion at York and one ol our members, Mrs Cicaly
Wardman, was delighted fo meet up with an old army pal
she hadnil seen for over 50 years 50 wa wera all vary
pleased for har.

Several of our members also allended lhe Velerans and
Hemembrance Service at Edan Camgp, which they all
enjoyed.

Mow we are looking fonward fo the year 2000 and the Grand
Reunion in Cardil bul belore thal we shall enjoy our usual
Chrisimas party celebrations

SHROPSHIRE

Here we are in Year 2000, let's hope 1 will be a Happy,
Healthy, Rewarding Year for us all,

The main altracton is the Grand Reunion al Cardift, meet-
i 0bd friends, and generally living it up, s wonderiul to st
feel the Comradeship amongst us all.

We were quile busy lasl year in Apsil celabrabing the S0th
Anniversary of the WRAC., Dedication of our Plagque was
perormed by Rev Peter Vickers during the Service al tha
Garrison Church. Chris Grigg read the Lesson, and Lucy
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carred our Standard for the 118th tme. We are very proud
of her. Afterwards we had a delayed lunch at the “Swan
Hotel” Waellington due fo & power cul.  Later In April we
atlended the Gualdiord Weekand, and weara abls 1o saa tha
Beautiful Window in the Cathedral, commemorated to our

Corps. PDF Compressor Free Version

In kay, wa had anolher successful day on "Dawley Day" al
the viltage fete.

In Jume, Lucy once again fook our Standard fo the
Combined Services Annual Beunion al Bridlington, an
excelent day, very moving with large crowds and countiess
Standards,

on 1 July, we accepted the nvitation to attend the Farewell
Farade of Regimenls and Bealing the Relfreat at BOD
Cronningion.  This was a8 sad occcasion, bul aflerwards we
enjoyed refreshments in the Sgis Mess, Some of us wenl
io the ATS Tea Party in July at the Victory Club,

On 29 Auwgust we celebrated the 80th Anniversary of the
Assocalion, the 50th Anniversary of the WRAC and All
Women in Uniform with a Special Service and Parade at
Holy Trinlty Church, Dawley, Chris and Beryl worked very
hard to organise this eveni. The Rev Stuart Deane and Rev
Michael Wiliams officiated at a most wonderful and uplifiing
Service with Lessons read by Maggie Purkis and Chris
Grigg.  Amongst those attending were the Mayor of
Shrewsbury and othar dignitanss including our MP, Bruce
Grocoll, who took the Salute, The Boys Brigade Band kept
us on our loes! There wens representatives from RBL,
RMA, Fleet Air Arm, the Mursing Profession, and WILA,
Mamy more were unable lo attend because it was Bank
Haolkday Weekand. Mewvertheless the Buffet we provided
afterwards disappeared in a flash! Unfortunately Lucy was
away, 50 couldn’t camy our Standard, Mancy stood in for
her (“with legs like jelly"). Edith Francis from Crewe Kindly
cama with her Standard, It was a memorable day for us all.

In Seplamber we had our AGM at Mancy's house. The

Committes were reinstated as before. On the 18th we

travedfled o Crawe for the Area Beunion whare we mannad

Ehe Tombola Stall. We all had & wonderful day. Thank you
FEwe,

In Oictober, we will be golng o the Houses of Pariament
again.

The time rushes on 5o quickly keeping us all very busy, We

will be on Remembrance Parade in Movember again, some
af us at the Cenolaph.

Belora wa Krnow it Xmas will be hara, time for our Party
activities, hoping the WRENS and WLA will join us,

Mow back whare we started in 2000, January is reserved for
our Annual Dinner,

Wae still have our Allic Sales whenever possible 1o boost our
funds and we have donated £100 to the Benevolent Fund.

Hadiy anoihar Member has died, Elsie Teece, on 28 May.
We continue o meed on the 15t Wednesday of the month at
2pm in the Haywood/'Lonsdale Community Centre,
Wallingion.

Wherever you are in the Mibennium, we will be thinking of
you, Long Live the Lioness,
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Shropshire branch paroding in Augnst

SOMERSET (TAUNTOM)

Wadnasday 8 June 18999 will be a date wall ramambearad by
the ladies of the Somersel Branch as the day they hosted
ihe group re-union, The weather was warm with sunshing
and fine blue skies which remained with us for the whole
day. Well before the 11 o'clock star time, the Committes
Members assembled ait the Beambridge Hotel near
Wallington o ol up the receplion areas, raffle lables,
display of prizes and the memorabilia comer. Everyong
was busying themsehes, nernves wanging with exciterment
and anticipation, hoping that nothing had been forgotten or
would go wrong., When we were satisfed thal everything
was as well as it was gong to be, we waited for the guasts
o arrive,

The car park staried to fill, even a coach from Plymouth
arrived, spot on lime. The ladies piled nto the reception
area and very soon the air was buzzing with cheery
greatings.

Cur guest of honour arrived, WO1 (RSM) Sam Simon,
resplendent in her AGC uniform, What a popular guest of
honour sha proved to be. Evenywhere she wenl she atiract-
ed attention and everyone wanted to meet her. After initial
infroductions we all sat down o a splendid and impressive
lunch, ably served by efficient and friandly wailresses who
looked after us in a delightful manner. Eighty three parsons
{including husbands and partners) enjoyed the camaraderia
af that part of the day.

After lunch it was the furm of Lt Col and Mrs Whnn who gave
an illustrated tak on thelr sxperences of “Living in the
Tower of London”. |t was kind of them fo come along and
share the axparience, and an enjoyable and 1o the day.

In the late aftermoon our day was over. As the ladies drifted
away lo their raspective homas, there was just time o take
the wusual pholos and fo reflect on the pleasures of a great
re-union. |1 had been the success we had hoped for..
Here's to the next one...

SOUTHAMPTON

We start our report as we ended it kast time, ke the South
Area Reunion hosted by Bournemouth Branch on 23 May.
Thirteen of ocur members went along and thoroughly
anjoved the day. It i always good o renew old
acquaintances. Al the hard work behind the scenes once



again paid off and it was a fitting occasion for Lt Col Val
Trout to present Mrs Jean Doe (nee Cotter) with a
Certificate of Appreciation.

In June we held our Annual American Supper to which we
always invite 1pepypers ghiis MRENS IAseRcTRoPy Apsh the
WAAF Association. We have the same speaker each year
by popular demand — Miss Margaret Newcombe who has a
photographic memory and has a great sense of humour,
mostly dry!

Several of our members always go along to Corps Day at
Worthy Down where they are not always blessed with fine
weather, but a day we always enjoy.

. Since June, members have gone along for a social gather-
ing at the Secretary’s home and our speakers have been on
flower arranging and St John Ambulance, the latter under-
taking many more roles than were realised.

During recent months we were invited to the 9th birthday
party of the local branch of the WAAF Association. We also
attended Earl Mountbatten’s Annual Memorial Service in
Romsey Abbey at which our Standard was present, and
went to the RAF Association’s 59th Battle of Britain Service
at Woolston where again our Standard was on parade. The
last time our Standard will be paraded will be at the
Remembrance Service at Southampton Guild Hall.

Hengistbury Head near Bournemouth was to have been our
last little outing, but due to bad weather we found ourselves
enjoying a pub lunch!

With just three months to go before the end of the year we
have our AGM, the Remembrance Service at Westminster
Abbey and our Christmas party to look forward to.

Regrettably we have just learnt of the passing of Miss
Clarissa (Clary) Iverna Ellis on 29 September 1999. A
long-standing member, but one who was unable to get to
meetings.

STAFFORD

We are still gaining new members and since our last report
we have gained another 5; Mrs Dulcie Cora Lewis nee
Brandon from Rugeley, Mrs Jean Kathleen Evans nee
Day/James from Abbey Hulton, Stoke, Mrs Beryl
Whitehouse nee Collins who lives in a village just outside
Stafford, Mrs Gilian Alexandra Burke nee James from
Lichfield and Mrs Kath Ward (WAAF). With 3 Associate
members our total is now 55.

November Eight members attended the Local
Remembrance Sunday Parade at which a
wreath was laid. We were invited to the
Mayor’'s Parlour for refreshments afterwards.
One of our members, Mrs Betty Thurley, gave
an interesting talk on her family’s connection
with Glamis, Scotland.

December Christmas Lunch was held at Tillington Hall on
December 15th and 25 members attended. It
was advertised as a Golden Oldie Festive
Lunch and an organist played “Auld Tyme
Songs” throughout the meal. In spite of this
there was no Christmas atmosphere. We were
very disappointed.

Mrs Win Plant, one of our members,
entertained us with her collection of amusing
stories and sayings.

January

February Mrs Edith Francis — Area Secretary; Chairman
of Crewe Branch; Committee of Telford and our
own Committee met together in Stafford to
discuss the joint Area Reunion which was to be
held in Crewe on 18 September 1999. Mrs
Joan Higgins, organised an entertaining quiz for
our usual monthly meeting.

March 24 members attended the monthly meeting and
took part in a quiz.

April Our 35th Anniversary was celebrated, by 25
members, attending a delicious lunch at the
Red Lion, Bradley. Bradley is a small village a
few miles from Stafford.

May 25 members enjoyed an interesting talk on

Windmills and saw slides of our local windmill.
June Due to increasing numbers our present meeting
room has become too small so enquiries were
made regarding the use of a larger room within
Trinity Church.

July Two of our members, Mrs Joan Higgins and
Mrs Marjorie Powell, visited local shops asking
for donations/contributions towards the Raffle
which we organised for the Area Reunion in
Crewe on 18 September 1999.

August Sadly, one of our long standing ATS members,
Mrs Brenda Peck nee Bird died on 5 August
1999. Our Chairman, Mrs Ann Deakin, invited
us to a ‘bring a plate party’ in her garden.

Thanks to kind weather we had a great time.

September We moved into our new meeting room at Trinity
Church. Unfortunately the move necessitated a
change of date/time — meetings will be held on
the first Wednesday of each month from 1400
hrs — 1600 hrs. The Wales and West Area
Reunion on 18 September 1999 was a great
success — 16 members of the Stafford Branch
not only worked hard but alsoc enjoyed
themselves enormously.

STOCKPORT

The ladies of Stockport have had a good year with many
events to hold our interest. A few of us went to the Victory
Club for the ATS Dinner Club afternoon tea. This event
wasn’'t as enjoyable as other years, but better luck next
time.

In June, one of our members held a Bring and Buy sale in
her home and garden. This was an excellent event. The
weather was gorgeous and we had lovely food and a very
happy atmosphere. This effort, hosted by Mrs Joan Clarke,
raised £160.00 for the Memorial Fund. Thank you Mrs
Clarke. This donation is very much appreciated by the
Memorial Fund Committee.

Later in June we all gathered at the Masonic Hall in Preston
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at the invitation of the Ladies of the Preston Branch., Once
again a vary enjoyable occasion.

The final year of the Royal Toumamean! was a ‘Must' for
mast of us, What a wonderful enteftainment this has been
all these yearP DNEAE amip ressondiaeed Viewsiond 1o
fimish, Hwill be impossible, | think, to replace it with anything
ol the sames standard.

One or two of the Stockport ladies attended the Rhl
reunion and in Seplember we all went on a coach Lrip to St
Anng's-on-5aa, and then © “Cwd Nell's” n Lancashire. Wea
had a couple of hours at 5t Anne's in gorgeous sunshine
and then went on to have our meal at “Owd Hel's" at
Bilsbormow near Preston. 11 is bessde the Lancaster Canal,
an ideal venue for 8 relaxing aftemoon oul. This 5 &
restaurant that really does cater for il tastes. The menu
covers just about everything anyone could wish 1o eat and a
price range to mafch. (Mol hey are not paying me for
advertising. )

Again in September we all mel up with the Crewe ladias,
who had inviied wus io their reunion.  This again was
excellent, a very pleazant venue and delicious food. A
bonws was meeling o many girs rom other Branches who
had alsoc been invited. "Thank you™ Beity and your
Committes, Wa ook forward 1o naxt timed!!

in the early Summer, Stockport's Horbcultural Depl did a
floral display of flowers depicting the ATS, We were too late
1o have i done for our S0h year celebrations 5o 11 was made
with the wording “AUXILIARY TERRITCORIAL SERVICE
FORMED IM 1538°. The letters ATS ware about &ft long and
wWare wary prominent.

A tew of our ladies were invited (o the calebration of Heben
and Aim Gardiner's Golden Wedding. Helen transferred o
Stockport very soon after the Branch was inausgurated and
raraly missad a masting until bad haallth meant she had to
take things very easy for a while. We all look forward fo her
recovering and baing abla 1o returm to us.

The Hemembrance Service in London will be our final
auting for this year, bul we still have our reguiar moaebings
and, hopefully, our usual Chrisimas Party,

We send good wishes to all our friends and cofleagues for
the new Millennium,

SUNDERLAND

Im April we were visited by 4 Mawcastie Branch membars,
two of whom kindly judged our Easler Bonnet compeition.
This was won by Mrs Norah Forsyth who was awarded the
magnificent prize of a box of maliesars,

Fifteen of us wenl to visit Harlepool Histonic Cuay in July,
our Chairman, Mrs Lynn Jenkins, being the drivar of tha
mini-bus. We all enjoved ourselves and the experience of
being aboard a Man 0 War during a sea balile was
particidarty realistic,

Seplember saw tweklrg of us attending the MNaorih East
Reundon at York. The weather was gorious and wa had a
very informative falk about the work of BESO (Brisith
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Expediionary Senvice Ovarsaas).

A% this year was the S0h Anniversany of the formation of the
WRAC, one of our members, Mrs Beity Elliott, assisted by
one of her former colleagues, organised a Beunicn tor
members of her obd unit, B0 Coy South Shietds WHAC{TA),
nonw alas disbanded. Forly five ex-members Trom all ovar
the couniry {one in fact making tha journey from Canada)
altended. The guest of honour was the Unit's ex-RSk,
Joan Greenfiald OBE. who cut the cake bearing the badge
of thie WRAL. There was music from the 505 and B0s and
a good time was had by all. Some of those attending had
nat seen each other for 30 years, Befty &5 hoping lo arange
anclher get-together naxt vear,

Plans are well in hand for the Grand Beunian in Canddl el
year and we are all lsoking forward o this.

Four of Sunderland branch with other friends
af York Reunion

SWANSEA

DOur meetings are =il held at the Guilding, the 1sl
Wednesday in the month 2-4pm.

Since our last report we have lost one of pur first members,
Mrs Murial Price, who died after a long diness. Muoriel was
a8 WAAF but she Biked to meet up with the ATS girls,

Her husband kindly gave a donaftion fo the branch at
Muriel's request,

In April, 2 members attended the rewnion al Guildiord,

In Bay, 10 members met up with 2 Cardiff members at
Harry Ramsdens for fish and chips and a good old sing-a-
lzng.

At our June mealing Dr Buhari gave an interesting talk with
video and shdes on the Momiston Orpheus Chobr tour of
Ausfralia and New Zealand.

Wae had our August maating at Veronica Barringlon®s lovealy
old house on the sea front, We weare pined by a few WHEN
Inends for tea, cakes, a raffle and a bring and buy saka
which greatly helped our funds,

Eight members attended the Crewe reunion and we all
thoroughly enjoyed . Congratulations 1o Crawe for a
ety afternoon.

The photograph is of ATS members with the Lady Mayoress
al the Swansea Manszion House I April which was
describad in the last adifion of Tha Lioness,

Our Xmas lunch will be hald at the Oxwich Bay Hotal aarly
in December



Swanzen and iatrict ATS WRAC braneh on Hheir annuel
it o the Mansion Howse, Aped Tth 1999, &y the hind
invitation of the Lody Moavoress of Swansea Cify.

ULSTER

Cr summaer outing ook 40 of us o Cookstown, soma 60
miles away from Belfast, Fortified by a splendid lunch in tha
Cooksiown Presbyleran Church Hadl, most of the group
ook parl in some serious ratail tharapy (shopping without
dropping) or the less serious, virual retall therapy (ves,
window shoppirg). It was a really fine summer’s day and an
afternoon tour in the Sperrin Mountains made us realise just
whatl a beautiful part of the world we live in,

On 16 Oclober cur group of ‘Galden Girs’ (or maybe Sikver
Syiphs’) met at the City Hall Balfasi, some ex-WRAC but
mesl ex-ATS, 21 Inall, We headed for the Siverbirth Hotel
in Omagh with a welcome coffes-stop on the way. A
beautiful cake was on display, commemorating the G0th
Annivarsary of the oulbreak of war and gven tha individual
menus were headed ‘60 Years of War — European and
Japanesa’, rofled like a scrolf and tied with ribbon.

We were welcomed by Omagh Branch President, Mrs
Kathleen Twist, marshalled on parade at the hotel andranca
and pholographed by Alan Nelll of the Omagh
Consttutional. Yams were swapped over the dedicious
lunmch and kaler in the receplion area we had a continuous
fashion show — guasts at a wadding recegtion. one of whom
was Kathleen Twist who, with ATS efficiency, managed to
attend both lunclians.

Mrs Penry Bailie ragated our labde with her funmy stories
from past and present, How did she join up? Sha heard a
Senkor Commander calling Tor recrults in England when sha
was 8 feenager: "We want you..” "Yes' answersd Panny
and stepped up. She signed on the dotted Ene, with no
thought of asking Dad! She was having froubla recantky
with a wilful shopping tralbey (nof the supermarket type) and
sohvad it by placing a very haavy book init, Wesaks laler she
had a ook at the tithe - 'Streets of Londor’. She felt she'd at
least dona all tha 'streals of Belfast'.

Mexi ouling: Our AGM In Bangor.
SHOPPING - NO!

Lunch, ves = but

WALES & WEST GROUP
ANNUAL REUMION

The Annual Reunion was held al Crewe on 18 Seplambor
when Association members from South Wales, the
Midlands and Morth Wesl Area enjoyed a vary entaraining
day.

A thank you to Stafford who ran the raffle and Shropshire
branch who held the tombola stall without whom Crewe
branch could not have hosted this very successful reunian,

Tha rext Area Reunion is fo be hosted by Shropshice
Branch on 23 September 2000. Further details wili be
publishad in the next Lionass.

WALES AND THE WEST

We have had a very good year, and also 6 new membars
bringing our branch up to 73 members.

One of our members, Mes Eunice Waltson of Newport, died
on Tuesday 10 August and s sadly missed at cur maetings.

The Crawe Reunion was a great success and we enjoyad il
vary much, They must have worked very hard to have put
on such & lovely afterncon, Congratulations {o all invohad,

We had a vary nica tour of the Cotswolds in June and anoth-
g day in Siratford-upon-Avon in Seplember, A couple of us
went on an organised coach tour o Athorp Park in August
to see the Houwse and also Princess Diana's burial place an
the iskand.

We are locking forward to meeling everyone at the Grand
Raumion, and hapa everyone will anjoy thamsalves,

WEYMOUTH AND PORTLAND BRANCH

Once again the Branch has had a good year, starting with a
Velaran's Festival Week In June 1998 The stall on the sea
front that week, in aid of the ATS Benevolent Fund, enablad
us to send a cheque for £115.

To celebrate the 60th Birhday of the ATS, we had an
axhibifion of ATS memorabilia, including khaki knickers,
displays of old photos and our Standard at the Veteran's
Rendezvous in the Pavilon,  Also, we had a floral ATS
badge displayed in Dorchester Gardens. The ATS badge is
also being included in a Civic Millennium Qullied Wak
Hanging t©o be hung in the Borough, The badge was
ambroldered by the late Nell Mitchedl of this Branch some
Waars 2go.

Qur Xmas Sockal on 15 December was a great success with
marny Haffle prizes, which brought in extra money lor the
Branch funds, Other activities included a most Interesting
talk on "Mursing in S.E. Alrica’, a talk from “Help the Aged’
concemning safety in the home, with free alarms and locks
alc, a talk on "‘Rellexology’ and 3 Bring & Buy sales.

Edna Karry became our Secratary in Oclober 1998 and is
seftling in well - keep at it Edna! Murial Pearce, our
Treasurer, had a nasty accident in October, dislocating har
right arm, with a chipped and Iracturad shoulder. ARar 2
operations o re-sel if, she is recovering very slowly, Shea is
still in charge, overseaing the "depuly” doing tha finances,
but we hope to have her back in her chair by the summear.

Esther Pring carried our Siandard af the Femembrance
Parade in Weymouth and the Battle of Britain Sarvice. Sha
alzo carned it in the Veterans’” Parade n June. She is a
credit 1o us and we are vary proud of her,

Our annual Branch lunch on 23 March was wall atlended
with membears travelling from Worcestershire, Bristo! and
different parts of Dorsel.
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We had ow Summer Ouling 1o Minghead by coach and
steam lrain and went io the Veleran's Feslival and Parade
during 1319 June, which altracts more ax-sarvica people
from all over the country evary year. US Rangers, who
embarked from hara in 1844, pined us as it was the 55th

Anniversary o Mgipiessor Free Version

A stalwart member, Edith Carmuthars, died in Apnl. She also
worked hard for the British Legion and was the President in
Dorchester for some years. Sadly, she just didn't reach her
S0th Barthday.

We enjoyed the Area Rewnion in Bourmamouth on 23 May,
Cuwr membership remains steady and atterdance at twice
monthly mestings in the RNA Club in Weymouth is wery

Members afiend the monthly Veterans FRendezvous
meatings In Weymouth Pavilion to meat up with Cidd
Comrades. This is organised by the Lesure Committes of
the Council and is well atiended by ex-sendicemen and
women from all over the country,

The Borough Millennium Cuilted Wal Hanging, whach has
our embroidersd ATS Badge included in i1, & rearing
completion and we will seon know whene 1S 1o ba hung.

Dur AulurmndWinlar programme includes speakers on the
ancient Porlland Court Leat, P11 of Mursing in S5.E. Alrica,
and The Lifeboat. Thera will ba Bring & Buys ard our Xmas
Sacial in Decamber and finally, on 28 March, our Annual
Lumch.

WILMSLOW

It is with regret that we report that we have lost one of our
members, Margaret Bingham, who passed away earlier this
year at 5t Dunstans, Brighton. She always looked forward
io receiving letters about our activities. She was a Despatch
Rider in the ATS. We send our condodences to har family.

The branch members are preparing for holidays at home
and abroad.

In May we wvisited an lce Cream and Cheese Farm, a
Chocolate Faclory, and than on o the Water Gardens at
Stapley for Lunch and a Browse, Thal was a hectic day!

On 12 Jung we visited Preston for the Nodh West Area
Reunion where we mel up with other branches in thes anea,

Our 5th Anneversary lunch was, as usual, at the Pinewood
Hotal, Handlorth on Thursday 1 July. In August we werg
invited to tha Hhyl Branch for a party, and of course we will

ga anywhere for a pariy!

One very exciting thing that is happening in the Morth West
is the proposed Trafiords Imperial War Mussum fo be
opaned on the banks of the Manchestar Ship Canal in the
year 2001, 1t will be linked to the Lowry Cenfre and is
expected to tum the area info one of the biggest fourist
attraciions. There will be exhibitions, displays etc, and the
imperial War Museum will be sending some of its films and
photographic rescurces. This will be an exciting evant!l

WIMBLEDON

Membars have continued to meet at the Wimbledon
Community Centre and In Apel we hald one of our Bring and
Buy Sales. We welcomead Mr Molir in May who gave & very
interasting ilustrated talk on “Exploring the Waterways".
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Later that month we heard of the death of Doreen
Fowledge, a long standing member, we were represented
al her funeral and observed a Minute's Silence in her
memary &t our June Meeting,

We held our mid-summer tea party at that mesting and in
July revived our "Bake a Cake” competiion. Our President,
Mrz riz Smith and her husband Geoffrey, welcomed us fo
thair kome 0 August, when on a sunny affernosn we wera
able to enjoy a delicious afternoon tea and wander around
thedr colouriul garden,

Owr last meeling befora this report was in Seplember when
wa welcomed Mr Woodward who told us about the lives of
Jack Hulbert and Cecily Courtenidge and the shows with
which they were connectad.

| must not fail to mention how pleased we were that Mrs
Grace Mathers was awarded a Cerificate of Appreciation al
ther Association’s AGM at Guildiord University in April.

Bessia Wright

WINCANTOM

We look back on another interesting year with a varniely of
spoakers,

For exampde, we had an inleresting talk on the Somerset
dialect, with the speaker reciting a wonderful fund of her
poams.,

A Salvalion Army Officer todd us aboul his exparlences and
then antartained us with his trumpet playing.

Some of our members gave talks on their different jobs in
the ATS and their experiences were grested with great
hilarity, sach apisods being familiar o many of us.

Our summer outing was very successful with wonderful
weather - we met for lunch al an Old Word pub and
afterwards visited a lovely old fashioned garden where wa
ware able 1o buy the plants we had admired,

Im July we celebrated our 10th birthday with a garden party,
complate with a cake. |1 was a particwar pleasure for us to
greet two of our founder members who had returmed
especially for the day.

A fund raising coffes moming was held in April, and over
E100 was raized,

Thank you to all the members who worked so hard,

The Prodyce Stall af Wincontons Coffee Morning



WOLVERHAMPTON

Waoblverhampton Branch has a current membarship of 51,
bui wnfortunately quite a few edther live away or cannot
altend meetings throwgh 1l heatth.  Wa have 20-25

members who PYyTe GBSO r Free Version

Most of our members are ex ATS, but we do wish we could
atiract more WRAC. We ara s1ill an actve Branch but old
age is slowly creeping up on us and we can see the time
getting closar whan we shall be unable to get the officers to
preside over the meetings.  We have lost one of our
members this year. Marjorie McVie died on 14 Juns.
Marporie was our blind member, and we weara very soery 1o
kose her.

We have had bwo Spaakars this year, an Easter Fayre, and
an Aubumn Fayme, On 23 Juna soma membars ralated thair
experences of Service Life which proved very entertaining.
We did not have an Ouwling this yaar, instead wa imvited
mambers to bring a friend for tea and acones. This was very
enjoyable and many thanks to Betty Chme and Mary
Hidgson who kindly mads the scones,

Cwir Area Beunion i3 always an enjoyvable cocasion and this
year we visited Crewe on 18 Saptember, October will bring
us cur AGM, and the start of a Mew Year, and then it will be
all systems go for the Grand Reunion in Cardiff next April
2000,

THE WOMEN'S ROYAL ARMY CORPS STAFF BAND
GOLDEN JUBILEE - 1 JULY 1949 = 1 JULY 1999

The Fiftleth Annlversary = A& Celebration

20 1 July 1993, | was very pleased to be able fo mark the
formation of the WRAC Stafl Band on 1 July 1949 by a
epecial visit to the Band practice room at the formear Queen
Elizabeih Barracks, Guildiond, and my third visit to the camp
a3 & whole,

The Band is associafed wvery closely with the Quean
Elizabeth Barracks and its function as tha showplace of the
Carps, It was based there from its formation in 1249 and
becama a constant factor during tha five manifastations aof
the site, from Queen's Camp, Mo, 7 ATS Training Centre,
1841 — 1851; the WRAC Depot and Training Centre, 1951
= 1953; Cueen Elizabeth Camp, 1953 — 1960; Quesan
Elizabeth Barracks, 1964 - 1968; o lastly, the WRAC
Cenirg, Queen Elizabeth Park, 1968 — 1992, Whila tha site
was being re-buill B tha 19805, the Band transferred o
Hobb's Barracks in Lingfietd.

Thea Band was, of course, very closaely associated with
Guildiord itself, hobding s very last concarl in the Civic Hall
on 21 March 1992

Il was a greal pleasure and privilega for ma to be
accompanied on this visit by one of the orlginal members of
ihe Band. Etheal Wilkia (WS361953). Ethel senved from 15949
~ 18958 and was the first famale Band Sargeant Major when
the rank became separated from that of Drum Majos,

faene Smith and Ethel Wilkie outsidle the
Band Practice Room

Coincidentally, we wera both woodwind players, Ethel on
oboa, then flute and me on solo clarnel. Wea weana akso bath
recipients of the Mary Maomi Wallace Memorial Medal
which was awarded by the Worshiplul Company of
Musicians of the City of London to the best instrurmantalist
of the yaar,

Ona of two sistars who both recaived the award, Ethel was
the second reciplent in 1353, her sister Eden, the fiith in
1856, and me at number 14 in 1967. The Fiftleth
Anniversany of the first award, to Lynette Hopkin in 1952,
ooours in 2002,

Also accompanying us on this visil were Batty Waller
{Wr334639), who served from 1845 - 1951 and Joan
Ahrens (W/345770), who served from 1947 — 1963,

Joan takes a kean inlersst in the history of the WRAC and
had wery kindly brought along somsa of har extansive
collection of sorapbooks S0 that we warg abla 1o saa how
ihe site had looked in the 1850s. The black and while
phaotographs really brought it to life aithough we had some
difficulty in connecting the lay-cut of the original site with
ihat of the 19605,

Some of the bullidings of Queen's Camo had bean retainad
such as the Assembly Hall and the Churches, but
unforiunataly, the Band praciice room was nof one of them,
However, we were very pleased to be able fo visit the
1860°s version on swuch an imporfant anniversary and fo
acknowladge the important role that the Band played in the
lite of the Camp for almost half a cantury.

Om leaving the Bandroom, | was given the key to look up
and reflected that the last time | had heid that key in my
hand it was 1968 and | was Ordery NOD!

Joan would ke 1o hear from anyong else who possesses
black and white photographs of the Offices; the Messas;
QM Stores; the Guardroom and the old-style accommoda-
ftion spider blocks, She would ke to bomow them for
copying i possible and would return them prompily. Hes
addrass s

Miss J Ahrens

45 Dovenay Close

Main Road, 5t Mary Cray
Ormpington, Kent BRS 3EW

Lastly, Lt Col Berry of HO 4th Division, Aldershol had yet
again made another excellent inp possdle and we weare all
very grateful to him, As before, Mr Mike Cope took us round
and managed admirably with us all — their halp 5 very much
apprecialed.

Mrs P J Srmidth
(Formerty Wi425499 Sar Stark P J, WRAC Stalf Band,
1965-1969),
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YORK

As we reported in the last newsletter our new venue, St
Lawrence’s Church Hall (200 yards East of Walmgate Bar)
has proved immensely popular with both new and old

members.  PDF Compressor Free Version

In May we entertained members of the Leeds Branch. An
enjoyable tea was provided by our members and the after-
noon was completed by a good old sing song and dancing
to the music provided by Lt Col Bob Nesbitt (the husband of
our Chairman).

In June we had a General Knowledge Quiz afternoon
followed by a discussion about the North East Reunion and
the Grand Reunion in Cardiff.

In July Mrs Pat Carpenter gave a demonstration on how to
make our own Christmas tree decorations. This was fol-
lowed by a glass of bucks fizz to celebrate the 70th birthday
of our Chairman Mrs Pam Nesbitt. The ladies were quite
delighted when Pam told them they could keep the glasses
as a souvenir.

In August Sandie Dunlevy from BBC Radio York was kindly
promoting the Memorial to the Women of World War Two
Fund. On 3rd August two of our members — Mrs Joan
Aldridge and Mrs Vi Taylor (who both served in the War) —
were invited along to BBC Radio York to take part in a live
programme about their live whilst in the ATS. The following
day there was a Royal Gun Salute in the Museum Gardens
at 12 noon to celebrate the Queen Mother's 99th Birthday.
Once again Sandie (who did serve in the WRAC) was there
with her outside broadcasting van ready to interview Colonel
Frankie Cooke, Mrs Cora Calvert, Mrs Betty Hudson, Mrs
Joan Holden, Mrs Feona Dixon and Mrs Pam Nesbitt. She
was very interested to learn that both Frankie and Cora had
both met Her Majesty.

September brought our own produce stall, the proceeds of
which went into the Branch Fund. The North East Area
Reunion was held on the York Racecourse. The Guest
Speaker was Brigadier Gael Ramsay.

We are now looking forward to our Christmas Party in our
new venue and a Christmas Lunch at “The Old Lodge”
Malton in January.

Ten of our members will be attending the Grand Reunion in
April.

Pam Nesbitt
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Officers’ Branch
Luncheon

The annual meeting of the Officers’ Branch of the WRAC
Association will take place in the Officers’ Mess, AG Corps
Centre at Worthy Down, Winchester on Saturday 23
September 2000.

Further details will be published in the next Lioness.

Battlefield Tours

Regimental Associations, TA's & Serving Units

Regimental Battle Honour Tours 4 days £149
Ypres, Somme, Arras, Cambrai 3 days £99

Normandy & Arnhem 4 days £149
Tailor-made & Se¢lf Drive Itineraries

Galina International Battlefield Tours
40 Bridge Street Row Chester CHI INN
Tel: 01244 340777

Official Tour Operators to the Normandy Veterans Association

The Royal British Legion
Women’s Section

Registered Charity No. 219279

The President’s Award Scheme

The Royal British Legion Women’s Section
‘President’s Award Scheme’ has two main aims:

® To provide sponsorship by way of educational grants
and scholarships to ex-Servicewomen and their
dependants as well as wives and widows of ex-
Sevicemen and their dependants.

Scholarships of £1,000 per annum and grants of £500 are
available from the scheme. Children of Serving and ex-
Service personnel are eligible, including those whose
parents may now live separately.

Ex-Servicewomen may also use this opportunity to train for
a new career.

® To offer respite breaks for ex-Service families which
may include a disabled member, with particular
emphasis on providing respite for child carers.

For further information please call 020-7973 326/225 or write to:
The Royal British Legion Women’s Section,
48 Pall Mall,London SW1Y 5JY




Weddings

GOLDEN WEDDING (SMITH - RYAN) On & August 1849
Annie Ryan i)x}iﬂs nd Ernest ax-fpble Saaman
wara married &1 ﬁﬂmw kEenY SIMOAR. 12
Sunnydale Road, Dssett, West Yorks WFS 00T,

RUBY WEDDING (WARSOP - FOX) On 23 August 1953 at
5t Margaret's Church, Edgwara. Sergeant Aubrey J
Warsop RAF to Sergeant Jacqueline A Fox WHAC (Staff
Band). Celebratad their 40th Anniversary at Miagra Falls,
Canada.. Present address — 17 Ashfield Road, Cararton,
Crxeon OXA8 30Y,

GOLDEN WEDDING (TAIT - TROWBRIDGE) On 5 July
1949 al Suemmerhill Hoted, Durniries.  Kenneth Trowbridge
formery S0MS, RASC to Sergeant Jean Tail ATS and
WRAC. They met while serving at HQ Scottizh Command,
Edinburgh Castle. Present address — 4 Yelfs Coftages,
Spindlers Road, 51 Lawrence, Ventnor, Isle of Wight PO38
1X8.

GOLDEN WEDDING (RILEY - PRICE) On 3 September
1949 al 51 Paul's Church, Hampstead Road, Great Barr,
Birmingham. Gordon Riley ex Mavy marred Audrey Price
ex ATE RAPC (Foolzcray) Sidoup Kent. Presant address —
32 Morwich Court, Burch's Close, Taunton, Somersel TA1
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Letters

ARE WE DOING ENOUGH

Last year | WM have a Iett and %;uoto aph of
some of our Shi %mx}m@m ERAQ G Wehan's
Weekly magazine. From that letter | received letters from
ladies in England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Australia and

recently one from the daughter of a Gl bride in America! All
of whom wanted information about the WRAC Association.

My question therefore is - do we do enough to promote our
Association? Is there a notice in every library giving details?
Does your branch put up notices each month giving details
of the next meeting — with a local name and telephone
number for contact? Is there a copy of the Lioness in your
doctor’'s surgery? (that one is difficult because | would not
want to part with mine!!)

Does your branch get Press coverage or reports in your
local paper? Should Headquarters have a stall at the
County Shows? Even at the Show in my area the Army was
there. Could we incorporate a small area for our
Association literature with a person to talk to? Could
Headquarters print an informative leaflet we could all
distribute (leaving room for a local contact)?

We need more members and the people | have been in
contact with are delighted to find out that there is an
Association. There is a bond and friendship in our local,
area and national meetings that is quite unique. | am sure
more would join if only they knew we existed.

Mrs Gladys W Pope W/389156 (nee Jones)

(Editor’s Note: Food for thought ladies!)

WRAC BAND

In the article “Corps Diary” in the Lioness 2/99 (page 80)
mention was made of the ATS Band but nothing of the
WRAC Staff Band that was formed by WO1 (BM) Fred
Goddard of the Bedfordshire and Herefordshire Regiment in
April 1949.

Our first big engagement was on 22 April 1950 when the
band appeared at the Royal Albert Hall playing two
marches at a concert given by the Kneller Hall Band.

Mrs Jacquie Warsop (nee Fox)
17 Ashfield Road, Carterton Oxon OX18 3QY

ATS IN NORWAY

When reading the extract from the Corps Diary 1954 in
Lioness 2/99, | was surprised to see that the ATS were in
Norway in 1944.

It was not until the 8 May 1945 that the Germans capitulat-
ed and the Allied Military Commission arrived at Fornebu
Airfield.

Then it was that the ATS arrived by air or sea from Scotland
and took up their duties. We were a small unit based in a
little hotel in the centre of Oslo which was a beautiful city in
the spring. We watched and enjoyed all the celebrations of
the long awaited peace. It was a wonderful experience.
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Some of us worked in the HQ in Storgatan 33. | was in the
RASC office, our Colonel in Charge was American as was
the Top-Sergeant and the office staff - it made a change!

The ATS were in Norway until just before Christmas and
then we returned to Scotland by boat.

Mrs Dorothy May Melby (nee Dobson) (Cpl W/23880)
Melby Gard, N 2072 Dal, Norway

OPERATIONAL TOUR IN KOSOVO

| thought your members might be interested to hear what it
is like to be on an operational tour in Kosovo.

I have now been in the Army almost 12 years starting off as
a WRAC Range Assistant in the Hebrides before being re-
badged to Royal Artillery when the WRAC disbanded. |
then spent 2 years training Artillery recruits (male and
female) at the Army Training Regiment at Pirbright. | then
transferred to REME as a Control Equipment Technician
after 20 months training at Arborfield. On completion of my
training | was posted to 2 Bn REME in Fallingbostel, with
whom | have had a 6 month tour in Bosnia and now this
deployment to Kosovo. When | return from this tour, | am
posted to the Royal Dragoon Guards’ LAD at Tidworth. |
think | am the first female Control Equipment Technician to
be posted to a first line unit. | will keep you and your
members informed of what it is like.

I became a member of the WRAC Association two years
ago after seeing an advertisement in a magazine. | really
enjoy receiving Lioness and reading about other ladies in
the Army, some of whom were never in the WRAC. There
have certainly been a lot of changes in the Army since |
joined in August 1987, some for the better and some which
make life more difficult (like PT for example). | certainly
never imagined | would still be in the Army after 12 years,
but | am glad that | am.

by W0804517 Cpl Elaine Corner (nee Pace)

*Editor’s Note: Cpl Corner’s account of life in Kosovo can
be seen on p.7

ANTI AIRCRAFT COMMAND

| was stationed at Ack-Ack HQ Stanmore in 1946/47 and
wore the familiar red flash with the archer's arm drawing
back the bow. | didn’t realise the origin of the badge until
one day, entering “Glenthorne” | happened to look up and to
my surprise saw the emblem above the front door, picked
out in rustic brickwork. All was now made clear to me, by
chance:

“The black bow and arrow, aimed upwards, set on a scarlet
square was the familiar badge of Anti-Aircraft Command.
Originally the badge was worn only by the staff of General
Sir Frederick Pile’s Headquarters, but in 1943 it was univer-
sally adopted for use by all formations and units of ADGB
(Air Defence of Great Britain), including the Home Guard
batteries, and the use of separate signs (as previously worn



by tha fhrea AA Comps and twelve divisions) was
discontinuead.

The AA Command badge was symbolic of defence against
air attack. bul its cholce was inlluanmd I:q,- the crast of the

Gordan Fmilj})ﬂF%W PP ofhich
by comcidance appea t‘.’-ﬂ"."ﬂ 1.1'IIEI entrance of
"Glenthome” at Stanmora, which was bailt by a member of
the Gordon family In the nineteanth cenfury and was laken
ovar as the Command Headguarters, and fhe fact that the
badge of the first School of Ant-Aircraft Defence al Blggln
Hill was a knesling, nwede archer, his bow and amow
pointing skywards.”

Mrz Eileen BMander, 144 Shesan Deive, Brodick,
Arran, KAZT BDH.

Isle of

MEMORIAL TO THE WOMEN OF WORLD WAR 2

Az requested in the Mo 2 Lioness for 1999, | obtained the
Information Shaet ragarding the Memaral to the Womean of
World War 2 and lorwarded a copy o my MP, Mr Criepin
Blunt, with a covering letter. Ha replied that ha was ona of
the 260 (sic] signatories fo the Earty Day Motion calling for
such a mamanal. He had consulied his mothar who was a
World War 2 veteran of the WRNS and had been involved
i code breaking at Blatchiey Park and in Caylon.

Let us hope that there are many more MPs whose
mothears saw senice of that nature and who will heed moth-
er's advice and attend the Adiournment Debate in support o
the memarnal!

Az well as passing on copies to my old friends in the
Services, | sent one to the President of the Home Counties
Branch aof the France & Germany 5Star Velerans
Aszociation, o which | also belong. He in turn passed a
copy toa friend in tha Normandy Veterans Associalion and
other wartime associations, and promised to raise the mat-
ter al the next branch meating, as well as including i in e
news-shest.

I hopsa the ensuing publicity will bear fruil.

Mrs Daphne Clarke (nee Smith), 58 Omin Road, South
Merstham, Surey RH1 3EY.

RETIREMENT OF ALICE MATTHEWS (nee FERGUSON)

I feel | cannod let the retirement of Alica Matthews (nea
Ferguson) pass withaut a little reminiscing and also furthar
Inbute 1o her very hard work for the Benevolent Furd and
iha Associaton.

| was posted to the WRAC College at Camberley in April
1867 to be an Instrucior on WONCO Wing. 2 people
already there were Kale Collins and Alice Ferguson,
Instructors on the Officer Cadet Wing

Outside leciurers used o visit Officer Cadet Wing and one
of ihose was a caain young leclurer from Southampton
Uinrversity caed Geofi Matthews — you know from Alice’s
surmamsa what happened to him!

Abca's work for the Benovalant Fund and the Assoclaton
has been tramendous. I'm sure those who have been
reciphants of Benevolenl Fund granis have reason o be
wvary gratelul to har. | know she had many contacis and if the

Banavolent Fund could not help, for whataver reason, Alica
would contact any other organisation she thought might
possibly be able to help. She was tireless in her efforts.

| enclose a photo which you might like to publish. It was
taken at the WRAC College in the summer of 1867 and
shows (el 1o rghi) Major Eilean Nodan, Mice, Geoll, Major
Margaret Snowden and Captain Joan Evans.

Jean Bazeley (nee Chatterton), 2 Marth Standen Caottages,
Hungerford, Berks, RG17 002,

IMBER COURT MEMORIAL

Draar Editor,

On the 30k June 1944 the Welsh Guards were holding an
athlatics meeling at the Metropalitan Police Sports Ground
at Imber Courl when fragically a “doodlebug” dropped,
killimg 18 Walsh Guardsman, one Physical Training
Instructor and our ocwn ATS - WH48028 Pte Jean Jefferies,

The Meiropolitan Police have laid out a small garden in
remembrance and Frankie Fox and | were Invited fo a short,
maving commemorative senvice on this anniversany.

Aflerwards the police provided an excallent buffet lunch and

we swopped memorias with former colleagues. Wa found
that they remembered us, since we werg such a small pia-
oo, they could hardly miss us,

Our day concluded with a towr of the stables and tha small
MUSSLm.

Duawis E Lee 54 Burbank, 71 Dukes Avenuse, Naew Maldan,
Surrey KT3 4HP (Tel: 01 349 5060)

I_-..,.‘

Left o Hight:: Fronke For,
LCpl Perry Welsh Guards, Dariz Lee.

a1



Obituary

BRIGADIER DAME JEAN RIVETT-DRAKE, DBE,

FORMER [RRHC 5 PIEP 1N AREYTINS
AGED 90. SHE WAS BORN ON JULY 13, 1909.

In a life devoted almost entirely to pubiic service, Jean
Rivett-Drake gave 25 years to the Army and as long again
to local politics and social work in Sussex. Tall, of distin-
guished appearance and with a sharp intellect, she was the
antithesis of her army nickname, “Puddleduck”, which was
irreverently derived from her name, not her personality.

Jean Elizabeth Rivett-Drake began her military service in
the 1930s with the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry (FANY),
which the Army Council had authorised in 1907 — no doubt
with a touch of self-congratulation over the choice of title —
to provide for the enlistment of women into the then new
Territorial Army. Women were also recruited to drive
military vehicles and that was Jean Rivett-Drake’s metier.
In 1940, she transferred to the Auxiliary Territorial Service
(ATS) — formed as the war clouds gathered. Commissioned
in 1942, she never gave a backward glance until she
became Director of the Women’s Royal Army Corps
(WRAC) 19 years later.

The war years, with their acute sense of national
endeavour, highlighted her personal strengths, her
leadership and organisational qualities in particular. Military
transport was a key, if initially miscellaneous facility, with
requisitioned bakers’ vans often in convoy with the archaic
army vehicles of the day. She was a Captain by 1944 for
the start of a period of intense military activity in preparation
for Operation Overlord, the invasion of Normandy in June
that year.

Eagerness to get ashore in France once the Normandy
bridgehead was secure became a national obsession and
none were more eager than the women of the ATS
Continental Group North-West Europe, responsible for the
support of 21 Army Group. It was the first ATS element to
arrive in France.

Rivett-Drake commanded a company in this mixed transport
force equipped with three-ton vehicles responsible for
delivery of ammunition, fuel and a huge range of supplies.
Alternative demands for ammunition — when German
resistance was stubborn — or petrol for the Allied tanks to
resume the pursuit kept the transport companies working
around the clock. Exhaustion was commonplace but
Puddie-duck’s care for her drivers was legendary. She was
mentioned in dispatches for her services and appointed sec-
ond-in-command of the group as it became part of the
British Army of the Rhine in July 1945.

Never again, until she became Director or her service, did
Rivett-Drake find herself so tested to the limit as she juggled
the operational transport priorities of the group in a devas-
tated Europe. She was faced with a constant turnover of
drivers and staff to meet demobilisation demands and the
necessity to train new arrivals. She was appointed MBE for
her services with the continental Group in 1947.

With her name known and her competence firmly estab-
lished in the war and its immediate aftermath, the Army
offered her a career of challenge and opportunity. She was
accepted for a regular commission in 1949, the year in
which she became an acting Lieutenant Colonel. The best
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posts in a new corps were opening up to her.

She was appointed Commandant of the WRAC Warrant
Officer and NCOs’ School at Liphook in 1949. This was a
unique chance for her to get to know the women who wouid
shortly be providing the backbone of the service. her caring
manner was the key recollection of the women who were
trained under her command. Thereafter, she moved
quickly up the promotional ladder.

She went to Singapore in 1954 as Assistant Director Far
East Land Forces. This was a turbulent period in the Far
East. The insurrection in Malaya, just across the causeway,
still had six years to run. The Singapore military base, with
stockpiles in support of contingency plans to resist any
further Chinese expansion in South-East Asia, required
WRAC staff in many roles. Throughout the command, there
were close to a thousand women under her care.

On appointment as Director WRAC in 1961 she found
changing policy at the top more difficult to achieve than it
had appeared from below. she set herself three priorities for
her tenure in charge. These were a widening of the range
of WRAC trades and specialities — so easing the pressure
on manpower following an end to National Service in 1962;
replanning WRAC redeployment worldwide, as detach-
ments were withdrawn from some theatres and established
in others; and a smooth move of the WRAC depot and train-
ing regiment out of Guildford and back again, to permit con-
struction of a custom-designed barracks.

Shrewdly, she seized this opportunity to set up the WRAC
museum at Guildford. By the time of her retirement in 1964
the way ahead had been carefully charted. She was an
honorary ADC to the Queen during her time as Director, and
was appointed DBE in 1964.

On return to Sussex, where her family had lived before the
war, she became a JP and later chairman of the bench at
Hove. During the 1970s she joined a team of JPs visiting
Canada, at Ottawa’s request, to advise on setting up a
similar justice system. She served on Hove Borough
council, 1966-84, and was an enlightened supporter and
eventually president of the Brighton Youth Orchestra. She
represented Hove Goldstone as a Conservative on the East
Sussex Council Council, 1973-77, and served as a lay
member of the Press Council, 1973-78. She was Mayor of
Hove 1977-78 and a Deputy Lieutenant for East Sussex
from 1983.

She was unmarried.

(First published in The Times 18 Aug 99.)

CHIEF COMMANDER ELSA O’LEARY (NEE FRANKLIN)
1902-1999

Born in Manchester, Elsa Franklin studied at the Old Vic
together with John Gielgud and Noel Coward. she was a
serious actress but never a star. She married Anthony
O'Leary, a tea planter in Assam in 1934, He was killed in
an accident 15 months later so she returned to England to
earn a living. During 1937/8 she was employed on a
voluntary basis to discuss, with the Commanding Officers of
TA units in London, their views on the setting up of women’s
units at their drill halls should the need arise. When the



decision was made to raise women’s units they were set up
in drill halls where they were welcome.

When the ATS was founded Elsa was one of the earliest
recruits and was rapidly commissioned. She served in the
UK, Middle §ap Fa(t sappleioe P Vesaitl
Singapore as a Chief Cormmander (Lt Col). After her
discharge she worked for Shell helplng to run their ladies’
hostel and later their residential training centre at
Teddington. She was deeply involved with the WRVS
‘Meals on Wheels’ and was awarded their Long Service
medal. She was concerned with the British Red Cross and
the local Stroke Association. She belonged to the Royal
British Legion and was the Ladies Group Chairman in
Seaford for some time. For the last 30 years she lived in
. Seaford and latterly in the RBL Mais Lodge, Bexhill where
she died on the 26 July 1999.

MISS VERA THURSBY EX WO1

Vera Thursby died on 29 May 1999 in hospital after a short
illness.

She served in the ATS and WRAC from 1940 to 1954. Her
first posting was to North Africa and she was one of the few
women to receive the Africa Star. Vera also served at the
then “War Office” and in the Intelligence Section. She
retired to Sevenoaks in Kent and lived there for 44 years,
moving to West Drayton in April 1998.

She was “one of the best” and will be sadly missed by all her
friends.

Y Dingwall

LIEUTENANT COLONEL KATHLEEN (KATY) COOPER
17 DECEMBER 1919 — 1 JUNE 1999

Katy Cooper died last summer after a valiant battle against
ilness. She had seemed to be making good progress and
her many friends were shocked when she succumbed
during a second operation.

She joined the FANYs pre-Second World War, and trans-
ferred to the ATS as soon as it was embodied. She soon
became known for her efficiency and for her sense of
humour — “a Corps character” is how many people
described her.

She served in North Africa, Italy and the Middle East during
World War I, the convoy in which she was travelling being
harried by U-boats en route to North Africa.

After the war, she was the senior woman officer instructor at
the WRAC Staff College, Frimley, where she met many
students who went on to the highest ranks in the Corps.

Katy left the Army in 1956 in order to care for her parents
and worked in several civilian fields of employment, then, in
1977, she was appointed the First Administrative Director of
St Columba’s Hospice in Edinburgh. She retired from this
postin 1987.

Dr Derek Doyle OBE, who delivered the eulogy at Katy's
funeral, told the congregation that only a few weeks before
her death, Katy had been seen dancing a little jig in her
driveway, calling, “You’d better be warned!, I'm on the road
again!” Those present who had experienced being a
passenger in Katy’s car knew exactly what that implied!

Katy was a staunch supporter of the Edinburgh branch of
the WRAC Association, and at the time of her death she
was Vice Chairman of the Scottish Area.

MRS EMILY ROBERTS - WOLVERHAMPTON BRANCH

Sadly Mrs Emily Roberts, whose 100th Birthday
celebrations were reported in the last edition of the Lioness
(p. 87), has died. Her life is celebrated in this letter written
by her daughter.

Emily has taken her last walk; this time to meet Victor, they
are already debating how far it was and how long it took.

Mum died peacefully in the early hours of Friday,
September 24th. Her life ended in her beloved Wales.

What a life! One lived to the full — no time wasted. Her wit,
her wisdom, her generosity of spirit, her sense of fun, her
razor-sharp mind never left her.

The love and loyalty she gave us her children; the joy, love
and pride she had in her grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren knew no bounds.

Life for her had been one great adventure she was always
eager to know and learn about so many things. From the
days when as a thirteen year old she started work, through
her days when she saw active service in the 1st World War
in the QMAAC, as a wife and mother and up to her
“retirement” when at 65 years she joined the Youth Hostels
— not for her the senior citizens or over 60s Clubs — No, she
was in the second flush of youth!

Her middle years had been filled with cooking, animal
husbandry, knitting, sewing, soft furnishing, wood making —
foreign travel, picnicking, caravanning, walking, and always
walking. Her wonderful Cannock Chase, - the Welsh
mountains, beloved Snowdonia. The Lowland and
Hightands of Scotland. The valleys, coasts, the Burren in
Ireland. The majesty and splendour of Gods creation filled
her with awe and satisfied her every need; she wouldn’t
swop the simple things of life for the “crown jewels”.

Mum was still reading avidly until shortly before her death,
the Daily Telegraph was read cover to cover, nothing was
missed. She could discuss all the column, all the columnists
were scrutinised Peterborough — Bill Deedes — Tom Kemp
— the Sport — athletics, tennis, cricket, racing — The Ryder
Cup. Football - Hednesford and the Villa — she loved and
enjoyed them all.

After a service to celebrate her wonderful life at St Chads
Church Chadsmoor at 4.00 p.m. on Monday October 4th
she will be buried with Dad at St Peters Churchyard
Hednesford.

Although latterly she had lived happily amongst her
neighbours at Hazel Slade, she lived and died a lady of
Chadsmoor — born and bred there, schooled there and still
had her shopping done on Chadsmoor, Friendships old and
new were precious to her.

Think of mum with love and joy. Few women can have been
so liberated and have passed 100 years 4 months 21 days
with such humbile fulfilment. Emily knew enormous joy, and
sorrow but her inner peace and serenity enabled her to cope
with any challenge even those that confronted her in the last
three weeks of her life — Give thanks to God for her
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wonderful life — she was “a one off” a star — a legend in her
own lifetime.

PDF Compressor Free Version
ASHBY. Miss Beatrice Ashby of Bulbeach, Cambridge.
ATS.

BESNARD. Mrs M E Besnard of Guernsey, Channel Islands
on 20 August 1999. ATS.

BINGHAM. Mrs Margaret Bingham (nee Stanway) of
Ovingdean, Brighton on 13 February 1999. ATS.

BROAD. Mrs E F Broad (nee Vaughan) of Maidstone,
Kent on 6 July 1999. ATS.

CASTLE. Mrs Elaine Castle (nee Flint) of Fareham, Hants
on 2 July 1999. ATS.

CATHERALL. Capt (Retd) E.M. Catherall died on 8 October
1999, WRAC

CHEYNE. Miss Marjorie Cheyne of Sewell Road, Lincoin.
ATS.

CLARK. Mrs H G Clark (nee Mills) of Nailsworth, Stroud,
Glos. ATS.

COOKE. Miss Sylvia Hardy (Peg) Cooke of Potters Bar,
Herts on 30 August 1999. ATS & WRAC.

COOPER. Miss Kathleen Cooper of Edinburgh on 1 June
1999. ATS & WRAC.

COPELAND. Mrs E M Copeland (nee Savory) of Rhyl,
Denbighshire on 8 August 1999. ATS.

CRAWLEY. Miss Sylvia Margaret
Saxmundham, Suffolk on 15 July 1999. ATS.

Crawley of
CREASEY. Mrs M Creasey (nee Spence) of Leicester.
ATS.

DARRIGAN. Mrs Nora Frances Darrigan (nee Swindale) of
Solihull, W Mids on 14 August 1999. ATS.

EDGAR. Mrs Marion Edgar (nee Jamieson) of Stockport,
Cheshire on 7 June 1999. ATS.

ELDRED. Miss Olive Teresa Eldred of Bexhill-on-Sea, East
Sussex on 17 July 1999. ATS.

ELLIS. Miss Clarissa lverna (Clary) Ellis of Otterbourne,
Winchester, Hants on 29 September 1999. ATS.

ENGEL. Lt Col (Retd) Ruth Margot Engel of London on 9
October 1999. WRAC.

FAIRBANK. Mrs Grace Fairbank (nee Dawson) of Bury,
Lancs on 27 September 1999. ATS.

FLETCHER. Mrs Ena May Fletcher of London. ATS.

FLETCHER. Mrs Mary Geraldine Fletcher (nee Dolan) of
Whitby, N Yorks on 7 July 1999. ATS.

FUREY. Maj (Retd) M.M. Furey died on 17 July 1999.
WRAC.
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GAMBRILL. Mrs Rita M Gambrill (nee White) of Coventry
on 19 April 1999. ATS.

GORDON. Dorothy V Gordon of Dawlish on 18 September
1999. WRAC.

GRAY. Mrs Charlotte Gray of Grays, Essex on 14
September 1999. ATS.

HAMMOND. Col Catherine Elizabeth Hammond CBE
(formerly Haynes) of Highworth, Nr Swindon on 25 October
1999. ATS & WRAC.

HAYNES. Mrs C J Haynes of Ashford, Kent.

HIGGINBOTHAM. Mrs J Higginbotham (nee Wood) of
Andover on 11 June 1999. WRAF.

HIGGINS. Mrs Doris Mary Higgins (nee Wright) of Bolton.
ATS. '

HILL. Mrs Muriel Irene Hill (nee Berry) of Colchester, Essex
on 5 August 1999. ATS.

HULME. Mrs Joan | Hulme of Crewe, Cheshire on 5 June
1999. ATS.

HUNT. Mrs Dorothy Hunt (nee Burkhill) of Cottenham,
Cambs on 2 July 1999. ATS.

JOHNSON. Miss Mary Johnson of Berwick on 1 April 1999.
ATS.

JUBY. Mrs Grace Hilda Juby of Dereham, Norfolk on 30
September 1999. ATS.

KEARSLEY. Mrs Gertrude Evelyn Kearsley (nee Kirk) of
Didcot, Oxon. ATS.

KIMMERLING. Mrs E J Kimmerling (nee Scott) of East
Horsley, Surrey. ATS.

LANCE. Maj Daphne Beatrix Lance of Colchester, Essex on
17 July 1999. ATS & WRAC.

LANGRISH. Mrs D M Langrish (nee Charles) of Fareham,
Hampshire on 22 October 1999. ATS.

LEBISH. Mrs Muriel Vera Mary Lebish (nee Lakeman) of
Chesterfield, Derby. ATS.

LeNEVE. Mrs Stella Veronica LeNeve (nee Stokes) of
Elsham Nr Brigg, Lincs. ATS.

LEEPER. Eileen Shirra (nee Nelson) of Woodbridge,
Suffolk.

MacDIARMID. Mrs Mary MacDiarmid (nee Waller) of
Macclesfield, Cheshire. ATS.

MacDONALD. Mrs Janet M MacDonald of Inverness,
Scotland. ATS.

MacNAUGHTON. Mrs Dorothy Victoria MacNaughton (nee
Young) of Aldershot, Hants on 8 July 1999. WRAC.

MAILEY. Maj (Retd) Evis Edwina Mailey of Bangor,
Gwynedd on 3 June 1999. WRAC.



MALYON. Mrs Winifred Malyon inee Cabeart) of Ontario,
Canada on 21 August 1998, ATS.

MASSOHN. Mrs E Maszon of Moray. ATS.

McVIE. ks j i i Mr
Wohernampih D 15 HIMLHGBscOfr L Fee VersiGh
MILLER. Brs Oilive Doraan Millar (nea Lawrance) of Hyihe,
Keni. ATS.

MILLS. Mrs M Millz of Hebburn, Tyne & Wear, ATS,

MORRISOMN. Miss Evelyn Morrison of London on &
September 1999, ATS.

MORTON, Mrs Jean Marjory Morton of Worcester., WHAC.

O'LEARY. Chief Comd (Retd) Elsa O'Leary (nee Franklin]
of Bexhill on 26 July 1989 ATS,

PECK. Mrs Brenda Joyce Peck [nee Bird) of Baswich,
Stafford on 5 August 1959,

PIETTE. Mrs Joan Elsis Pietle (nes Carriding) of Soignies,
Balgium. ATS.

PILKINGTON. Mizs Jean F Pilkington of Isla of Wight. ATS,
PRICE. Mrs M Price of Swansea, W Glam. WAAF.

RAYMER. Mrs Irene Gladys Rayner {nee Durrant) of
Rushden, Morhants on 14 August 1999, ATS,

RAYNOR. Mrs HKathleen Raynor (nee Bafchelor) of
Scunthorpe, M Lings, ATS.

RILEY. Maj (Retd) Pamela Rilay of 17 Palmeira Avenue,
Howve, East Sussex on 8 August 1893, WRALC,

RIVETT-DRAKE. Damea Jean Rivell-Drake of Howva, East
Sugssex onm B August 1888, ATS & WRALC,

ROBERTS. Mrs Emily Roberts of Hednestord, Staffs on 26
September 1999, OMAAC

ROBERTSOMN, Mre M Robarson (nee Ushar) of Clevaland,
on 7 July 1999, ATS

ROBINSOMN. Mrs Elizabeth M Robinson (nee Lapsley) of
Bridge of Allen, Stirlingshire on 9 August 1999, ATS.

ROWAN-HAMILTON. Miss Sheilah Rowan-Hamitton of
Nabm, Scotland, WRAC,

ROWLEDGE. Miss D M E Rowiedge of Surbiton, Surmmey on
26 May 1898, ATS,

SHARP. Mrs Agnes Sharp on 22 May 1204,

SHERWOOD. Mrs Stevie Sheryood of Chalmsatond, Essax
on 11 August 1889, ATS.

STRIVENS. Mrs Daigy Strivens (nee Trantark of Andover,
Harits on 6 June 1999, ATS.

TEECE. Mrs Elsie Teece [nee King) of Wellinglon,
shropshire on 28 May 1993, ATS

THURSBY. Miss Vera Thursby of Riverhead, Sevenoaks,
Kent on 23 May 19390, ATS & WRAC,

TOYE. Maj (Reld) Betty Tove (nee Hayna) of Wheatkey on
29 Juty 1999, ATS.

WALES. Maj (Retd) Chrislina Hunter Wales of Ballingarry,
File on 3 Juna 1999, WRALC,

WARD. Mrs Joan E Ward (nee Symonds) of Marwich,
Marfolk on 30 June 1999, ATS & WRAC

WATSON. Mrs E H Watson of Mewporl, Gwenl on 10
August 19495, ATS.

WILKES. Mrs Joan Wilkeas of Chelmsford, Ezseax on 26 April
1089, WRNS.

WILSOMN. Col (Retd) D H | Wilson of Mortan-Cum-Graton,
Yorks on 2 Oclober 1995, ATS & WHALC.

Royal Military Tattoo
2000

The MOD and the three Armed Services will celebrate the
Milleninium with a flagship event on Horsa Guards Parada
from 10-15 July 2000, [ will comprise a unique spectacular,
combining the most imaginalive staging, statle-of-the-arl
technology, pageaniry, "son el lumiere', lasers, fireworks
and tha largast mabile video screen ever seen in the world.
Tha show will poriray 1,000 years of military history with a
ghimpse inlo the future. Tha theme will be “Defence of the
Realm: Pasi, Present and Future”,

Thea threa Servica Charities: King George’s Fund lor Sailors,
the Army Benevolent Fund and the RAF Benevolent Fund,
will be the banaficiarias of thas unigua Millannium aveni.

Tickats cost belween E20 and ES0 which mcludes a
commemoralive programme and cushion but there will be a
Freview on Sunday 09 July lor Service and Ex-Service
personnel only. Tickeis for this preview will cost £6 and
E10 and will ba avallable from Wednesaday 01 March 2000

To cbtain okats for elthar the Tattoo or the Preview, contact
the Tickei Office of RAF Benevolant Fund Enterprises on
DET0 241 0301

Moffagg
Boys & Gl i g
o g

a1 Kinlet Hall, Kinlet, Bewdley, Wores oyvez s

Smpl Clysrer & Sinhiliy ® Expend eip far DpderiaSel J0 & Sparte
Eaing mosar {aere proswds ® Maey Aty & Caofaral Acthaiie »
Hapinality & o far dhauid i & coeans S Solfrersas ® O own 25080 e
all £ ety = Ag Lias af thecipfing, Kindnes & Toderonce

Tel. 01298 B41230 - www.moffats.co.uk
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Application for Membership

To the General Secretary

THE WRAC APBICEbressor Free Version
AGC Centre Worthy Down

Winchester Hampshire
S021 2RG
| wish to join the WRAC Association as a Life Member and enclose £50 cheque
OR

| enclose £5 cheque for Annual membership which is in payment of the first annual subscription up to the 31 December.

Date. e SIGNATUIE ...

Subscriptions include “LIONESS” (Please complete in Block Letters)

QMAAC/ATS/WRAC/TAVR AIMY NUMDET ....eeieiii ettt a ettt bt e e et e e se e s e ebeeseaaeseeeeeem b e eaeesseareeaeensaenenes
Last Rank held (Present Rank if Still SEIVING) ........cooiiii et e ettt e e e et e e e e et re e e s ettt e e aeatae e e e s erreeenans
SUMMEIME L.ttt e Miss/Mr_s/Ms ...............................................................
107 g T=1 = Lo T N U TP PP PP
Surname when éerving ...............................................................................................................................................................

P2V [0 (=TT (o g @ =TT o To g o (=] o= YO RSP PR

L1120 La e T O OO OO SR UPPP PSR

0T EoRe [T IEY =T o T PSR UPRRRORPRP

WRAC SNCOs and WO ANNUAL DINNER
The WRAC SNCOs and WOs Annual Dinner for the year 2000 is due to be held at the
Garrison Sergeants’ Mess, Aldershot in June 2000 (date to be confirmed). Any ex or serving member
wishing to attend should contact SSgt Dawn Bagnall RLC at ACIO Strand on 0171 414 4044
(military: 94631 4044).
Numbers will be limited so a first come first served basis will apply. More details on application.

Book early - avoid disappointment!
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SHOEBURYMESS

Major (Retd) Tony Hill has been researching the histary of
the Experimental Establishment -and Garrizson at
Shosburyness lor many years. He has now produced a

Annivessay of B oSN P ISOE S ros ol oy

ihe Board of Drdnance.

Amang those who, since 1939, have contribufed much o
thiz history, were of course very many mambers of the
ATS/WRAC who, from 3rd Septermber 1932, served at the
XP (later PREE) over a perod of 47 years; some on
Ganeral Dulies and some a5 Experimental Assistanis in
Gunnery.

The book is 1o be published at the end of this year with a
pre-publication price of £17.50 plus E250 postage &
packing (posi-publication £25 include PAP). It will comprise
fourtean chaplers and some 150 illustrations, with £1 per
copy donated fo Royal Ardillery Museums Ltd. Chegues
should be made payable o 'Guns and Gunners Account’
and sent to “Guns & Gumners, Pannals, Roman's Farm
Chasze, Mill Road, Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex CMO BPZ,
Az a limitad edition, subscribers nameas will be listed.

SHADOWS OF WAR EDITED BY ANNE POWELL

A book of Prose and Poetry by British Women during, and
aboul, World War Il was published in August 1993, in
hardback, price £20. One Hundred and Thiry One authaors,
both service and civilian, have contributed to the book,
which s published by Sutton Publishing Limited and
available at Watersiong’s,

brs Powsll, herselt a servica wite (RN}, has spant a very
long and industrious time collaling the material. Also, she
has published the widely acclaimed A Deep Cry, an
Anthology of postry and prose of World War |, and The
Fiorce Light, about the Ballle of the Somme from July o
Movember, 1916, The books record the trauma and
agonies sulfered by those who made the ultimate sacrifice
in the years of conffict,

Mrs Powell's address is; Palladour Books, Hirwaun House,
Aberporth, Nr Cardigan, Ceredigion, 5443 2EU, Tel & Fax
01239 B11658.

AMEMNDMENT TO ATS REGISTER LIONESS 299
PAGE 100

The Post Code for Mrs Ellen Powis should read CH41 274

GOTH ANNIVERSARY OF ATS

| knenar it's & bit late for the BOth Anniversary Celebrallons,
but | thought you would like this pholo of cur badge which
was planted in lpswich Arboretum. Having been bom in
lpswich, | wrote to Ipswich Council asking if they would
commemorate this event. Unfortunately, the plot for June
1988 had besn reserved for the Inner Wheel, but they
arranged for it betwean June and October 1993, still baing
ir the 60th year. They have kindly sent me a photo for our
magazing, which | enclose. | have written 1o the lady in
charge of this department (Helen Clancy) and thanked har

far their kindness,

Mrs M G Pearce, 64 Denlson Sirest, Begslon, Mottingham
MGEE 1AMX.

ATS" Flower Bod

ANNOUNCEMENT

I take great pleasure in annauncing that
Lady Val Kemball
has agreed 1o ba tha
Prasident of the WRAC Dinner Club

Ann Bullar-Deakin
WRAC Dinner Club

b = =

LETTER TO THE ATS DINMER CLUB

I weould e to extend my personal thanks, and the thanks of
the WRAC Dinner Club, for the sincere graetings sent 1o us
on the occasion of the WRAC Dirner 1999, Your thought-
fulness was appreciated by us all. | apologize for nod
reciprocating the sentiments in ime bt prior o your Dirnear
my 50 year old mother-in-law had an accidant, braaking har
hip. Her heaith, and chances of surdiving the operation,
gave grave cause for concam. | am now happy to say sha
is making good prograss.

| would like to publicly thank your Chalrman, Marguerite
Fellows, for all her kind help and advice since April 1987,
Without her encouragemant, and continued support, | might
naver have put any of my ideas info practise.

One of our members, Miss Win Camegia, made two framed
silk paintings of the ATS and the WHAC Badges. The
WRAC Badge was auctioned and ralsed £25.00, Win has
askad me to forward the framed ATS Badoe to Marguerite
io be either auctioned, or used as a Raffe Prize, at the ATS
Dinrar 2000,

May [, on behalf of the WRAC Dinner Club, 1ake this oppor-
lunily to wish the ATS Dinner Club, the Oficers
Dinner Club, the Warant Officers/Senior MCO's Dinner
Club and all Association members a happy, healthy and
prosperous Millennium year, Sea you at Cardsff.

Ann Butler-Deakin
WRAC Dinner Club
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DRAFT STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDING 31 OCTOBER 1999

AUDITORS’ REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE WOMEN'S ROYAL ARMY CORPS ASSOCIATION
(INCORPORATING QUEEN MARY’S ARMY AUXILIARY CORPS AND AUXILIARY TERRITORIAL
SERVICE COMRADES ASSOCIATION)

respecTIve RESPSREBIRIEES OF BIEI GRS b aupirors

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of financial statements. It is our responsibility to form an independent
opinion, based on our audit, on those statements and to report our opinion to you.

BASIS OF OPINION

We conducted our audit in accordance with Auditing Standards issued by the Auditing Practices Board. An audit includes examination,
on a test basis, of evidence relevant to the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. It also includes an assessment of the
significant estimates and judgements made by trustees in the preparation of the financial statements, and of whether the accounting
policies are appropriate to the charity’s circumstances, consistently applied and adequately disclosed.

We planned and performed our audit so as to obtain all the information and explanations which we considered necessary in order
to provide us with sufficient evidence to give reasonable assurance that the financial statements are free from material
misstatement, whether caused by fraud or other irregularity or error. In forming our opinion we also evaluated the overall adequacy
of the presentation of information in the financial statements.

OPINION
In our opinion, the financial statements give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Association at 31 October 1999, and
of its net movement in funds for the year then ended, and have been properly prepared in accordance with the Charities Act 1993.

BAKER TILLY
Registered Auditor
Chartered Accountants
The Clock House

140 London Road

Guildford Surrey GU1 1UW 2000
Membership Lioness life
General life subscription  subscription

Notes funds fund fund 1999 1998
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
Incoming Resources
Life subscriptions - 985 3,942 4,927 4,772
Annual subscriptions 2,924 - - 2,924 3,171
Investment income 1 11,474 - - 11,474 12,698
Lioness publication income 2 10,314 - - 10,314 15,348
Sale of badges and souvenirs 2,005 - - 2,005 801
Donations 16,035 _ _ 16,035 -
1997 Reunion income - - - - 2,329
Total incoming resources 42,752 985 3,942 47.679 39,119
Resources expended
Direct charitable expenditure:
Grants and donations 201 — — 201 -
Lioness publication costs 23,413 - - 23,413 24,960
Other expenditure:
Management and administration 3 9,390 - - 9,390 6,429
Total resources expended 33,004 - - 33,004 31,389
NET MOVEMENT IN RESOURCES
BEFORE TRANSFERS 9,748 985 3,942 14,675 7,730
Transfers between funds 3,113 (983) (2,130) - -
NET MOVEMENT IN RESOURCES
FOR THE YEAR 12,861 2 1,812 14,675 7,730
OTHER RECOGNISED GAINS AND LOSSES
Gains/(losses) on investments:
Unrealised (8,053) - - (8,053) (31,267)
Realised - - — - 23,286
NET MOVEMENT IN
FUNDS 8 36,075 2 1,812 37,889 (251)
Balance brought forward at 1 November 1998 223,290 10,617 24,971 258,878 259,129
Balances carried forward at 31 October 1999 259,365 10,619 26,783 296,767 258,878
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BALANCE SHEET
31 October 1999

FIXED ASSETS .
investments PDF Compressor Free Version

CURRENT ASSETS

Stock of badges and souvenirs
Association standard

Accrued Income

Cash at bank and in hand

' CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year

NET CURRENT ASSETS

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS

ACCOUNTING POLICIES

BASIS OF ACCOUNTING

Notes 1998
5 234,747
4,616

199

14,131

6 59,384
78,330

7 16,310
62,020

296,767

8 296,767

1997

211,533

1,036
199
6,442
41,806

49,483

2,138

47,345

258,878

258,878

The financial statements have been prepared to comply with current statutory requirements, and under the historical cost convention
in accordance with applicable accounting standards, except as modifed for the annual revaluation of fixed asset investments.

INVESTMENTS

Investments are stated at market value at the balance sheet date. Realised and unrealised gains and losses on investments are taken

to the statement of financial activities in the year in which they arise.

STOCKS
Stocks are valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value.

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS :

Life subscriptions are accounted for when received and allocated to specific designated funds to be released to general funds on a

straight line basis over a period of 20 years.

1. INVESTMENT INCOME
Dividend income
Deposit account interest

2. LIONESS PUBLICATION
Subscriptions
Advertising revenues

3. MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
AGM expenses

Printing, postage and stationery

Audit and accountancy

Sundry expenses

Meeting expenses

Badge and souvenir costs

1999

10,062
1,412

11,474
10,314
10,314

2,340
1,782
2,556
548
644
1,520

9,390

1998

10,758
1,940

12,698

14,937
411

15,348

1,888
1,226
2,230

79

1,006

6,429
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EMPLOYEES

There were no persons employed by the Association during the year.

No trustee received any renumeration for services to the Association in the current or previous year.

No trustee was reimbursed for expenses incurred on behalf of the Association in the current or previous year.

PDF Compressor Free Version

5. INVESTMENTS

1999 1998

Listed investments at market value:
M & G Charifund Units (9,005 units) 91,977 87,349
Schroder Charity Equity Fund Units (61,891 units) 142,770 124,184
234,747 211,533

The historical cost of the investments, purchased at various dates, is £242,800 (1998: £242,800). All investments are monitored
and administered by CCLA Investment Management Limited.

1999 1998
6. CASH AT BANK AND IN HAND
Current Account 33,614 16,566
Deposit Account 25,240 25,240
Cash in hand 530 -
59,384 41,806
7. CREDITORS
Amounts falling due within one year:
Accruals 2,916 2,138
Deferred income 13,394 -

16,310 2,138

8. UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
DESIGNATED FUNDS

Membership Lioness life

General life subscription subscription
funds fund fund TOTAL
1 November 1998 223,290 10,617 24,971 258,878
Net movement in resources 36,075 2 1,812 37,889
31 October 1999 259,365 10,619 26,783 296,767

Analysis of net assets between funds:

Investments 234,747 - - 234,747
Net current assets 24,618 10,619 26,783 62,020
259,365 10,619 26,783 296,767

Unrealised losses on investments included in unrestricted funds at the year end amounted to £8,053 (1998: £31,267).

9. CONNECTED CHARITIES
The Association is connected by virtue of common management and administration, and by related objectives and activities to

the Auxiliary Territorial Service Benevolent Fund and the Women’s Royal Army Corps Benevolent Fund and the Princess Royal’s
Memorial Fund.
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WRAC Dinner Club

WOMEN'S ROYANARMY CORPS DINNER CLUB

Application for Membership

Membership No: DC/

Surname: Title:
Christian Names:

Address:

Postcode: Tele No:

Regimental Number: P/ W/

wo/

Surname when serving:

WRAC/TA Service: From:

To#:

Last Rank held/still holding:

Trade/Job: (whiist serving)

Decorations:

Please return to:

The Membership Secretary

WRAC Dinner Club

Mrs Ann Deakin

‘Cobblestones’

2 Chesham Road

Stafford ST16 3JP  Tele: (01785) 249992

k ok ok ok ok Kk k k ok Kk ok Kk ok ok ok k k ok ok ok k k k ok ko k k ok ok k ok ok ok ok ok k k Kk Kk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok kk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok kK

I wish to join the WRAC Dinner Club and enclose:

Entrance Fee

1 Years Subscription
3 Years Subscription
Life Membership

delete as appropriate

£2.00
£2.00

- £5.00

£10.00

Must always be added £ 2.00

MM MmmH

Cheque/Postal Order to be made payable to: “W.R.A.C. Dinner Club”

Signature:

Date:

A stamp/stamped addressed envelope (DL 41/4 x 81/2) would be appreciated

OVERSEAS LIFE MEMBERS

May we remind overseas members that it is necessary to request an annual contribution of £3.50 to help

with the cost of posting.

All cheques should be made payable to WRAC Association and sent to:
WRAC Association HQ, AGC Centre, Worthy Down, Winchester SO21 2RG







