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EDITORIAL

Well, the Grand Reunion has come and gone, and by the
letters we have received everyone thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. We have some pictures in the centre of the
magazine to remind you of the event.

The format of the Lioness has changed slightly in this
edition. The section entitled stories has been divided up
into a number of new ones — Reminiscences of the ATS,
Reminiscences of the WRAC, Life in the Army Today and
Articles of Interest. A formal letters page has also been
included which | hope you will respond to.

It is with great regret that we announce the death of Major
Bill Jay on 20 June 2000 after a long illness. Major Jay was
appointed as General Secretary of the WRAC Association
on the retirement of Lt Col David Dunn.

WRAC DINNER CLUB
AND
WRAC DINNER 2000

The Annual WRAC Dinner is being held at Tillington
Hall Hotel, Stafford on the 14 October 2000.
Anyone who is interested in becoming a member of
the WRAC Dinner club and would like to attend the
next Dinner, and/or the weekend, please contact:

Ann Butler-Deakin, Membership Secretary
‘Cobblestones’, 2 Chesham Road, Stafford ST16 3JP

Tel: 01785 249992

LETTER FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE ASSOCIATION

Dear Members,

I am writing to you today at the end of June 2000. | find it
difficult to believe that next month | will have completed one
year as Vice-President of the Association. So much has
happened or is scheduled to happen within the next few
months that the time has just flown by.

The outstanding event this year so far has been the hugely
successful Grand Reunion in Cardiff. | know from your
comments at the time and from many letters | have since
received that you enjoyed it as much as | did. How very
fortunate we were to have such a splendid venue at the
Cardiff International Arena. Many congratulations to the
Wales and West Area Chairman and all the branches
involved — it was a triumph. | would like to thank the Cardiff
branch in particular for their warm welcome, their cheerful
enthusiasm and their hard work. We all know how difficult it
is to organise such a large and diverse event and how much
extra work is involved to make it look effortlessly smooth.
Well done everyone.

I have not forgotten some of the points raised at the AGM,
for example the recognition for women on local War
Memorials. We will investigate this and other issues
raised. You also gave me one other unforgettable
experience when with General Mackenzie and the Deputy
Lord Mayor, | was driven round a corner after waiting
some time to appear on the saluting base, only to find you
all disappearing very smartly into the distance. However,
you recovered very well and we met you on your very
smart return trip!

As | write, several other events lie in the future.

A philatelic cover is to be produced later this summer to
mark the battle waged against the V1 and V2 rockets
deployed against us in the summer of 1944. All services
were involved and one of the scenes illustrated will be of
ATS personnel working as part of an anti-aircraft gun crew
on the coastal gun belt set up to defend against V1 attack.
I know we are all justly proud of this part of our history. | am
sure you will all be very pleased that it is to be given such
public and prominent recognition.

In July, as you know, the celebration of Her Majesty the
Queen Mother’'s Centenary is to be held on Horse Guards
Parade. This promises to be an outstanding evening of
pride and celebration. All organisations with which the
Queen Mother has been involved over many years will be
represented. We have had a long association with Her
Majesty as Colonel in Chief of the Corps and as Patron of
the WRAC Association. We expect to see on parade on the
19th, a party of ten Association members escorting our
Standard led by Major Maskens-Mackintyre, and in the
military part of the parade a party of twelve serving women
marching as a formed body under the command of Lt Col
Westlake. | feel we should all take great pride and
satisfaction in these tributes to the unique contribution made
by women in the Army, past, present and future.

This is my first letter to you. | hope you find it of interest. |
believe we should talk directly to each other through this
magazine about our lives, hopes for the future and our ideas
on the future development of the Association in these fast
moving and changing times. To this end the Editor will be
setting up a formal letters page. Let’s talk!

Shirley P Nield



Articles of Interest

Before the WRAC, there was the ATS and before the ATS
the QMAAC. This extract from 'Old Comrades' Association
Gazette, Novdpibdr (9 sxbe Joreenilersipaces,

but the sentiment expressed will, | am sure, strike a chord.

THE TRADITIONS OF THE CORPS

Every branch of the Service has its traditions, its stories of
wisdom, or daring, or steady fulfilment of duty under difficult
circumstances, handed down from the past to the future. |
wonder how many of those whose actions gave rise to the
traditions knew or remembered their own great moment.
Now that it is nearly nine years since Queen Mary's Army
Auxiliary Corps came into being, and nearly six years since
we were disbanded, | wonder how many ex-Service women
remember the traditions they helped to make.

Do the Boulogne signallers, for instance, remember an air
raid during which they were on duty in a rather insecure,
glass-roofed office, and put through their calis in record
time? It seems they did not either faint or begin to cry,
though this does not at all surprise us, it surprised and
impressed the Signals officer on duty, and he wrote up to
Higher Authority asking that their names should be
mentioned in orders. But Higher Authority paid them a far
bigger compliment than that. "We do not thank soldiers"
was the reply, "for devotion to duty. We do not propose to
treat these women differently." | look back to that as the
time when we really became part of the Army on active
service.

Then there was the first occasion on which one of our
camps was wrecked by bombs; in Abbeville, that was, and
the administrator, whom some of us had thought a little
frivolous, carried on and never turned a hair, nor did the
women. No one was killed that time, but there were serious
casualties among coatfrocks and greatcoats, some of which
were blown on to the tree-tops. | don't quite know what
people were wearing when they arrived at work next
morning, but | know they got there up to time. And that was
a tradition of the Corps: Whatever happens, Q.M.A.A.C.
reports punctually for duty.

| remember - | wonder if she does - my first discipline case.
She was one of the household at Wimereux, and she
ceased to work, and was reported to me on the grounds that
"I came out to work for the boys, ma'am, and I'm sorry to
disoblige you, but | won't work for girls." It was rather a
come down, you know, when one had imagined oneself
giving the most splendid meals to men returning from the
line - but | am not sure that it should be called a tradition of
the Corps! It is all in keeping with the tradition, however,
that this particular woman, when the situation had been duly
discussed, returned to duty and worked so well that, when
she asked for it a few months later, she was transferred to
the kitchen of a base depot.

It is pleasant, too, to remember a very early unit in Etaples,
area - they were the first women, | believe, to travel in those
"Hommes 40, Chevaux 8" trucks - who, learning that
soldiers did not generally have bedsteads on active service,
and that there was a temporary shortage of bedsteads in the
neighbouring hospital, asked that theirs might be sent there,
and slept on the floor for several weeks. But that was before
some of us learnt to sleep eight in a tent in Crecy Forest.

All the same that little episode did something to shape the
Corps, for the Corps made itself, in those early days, to a
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very large extent. | am always glad to remember, for
instance, that the first suggestion that our discipline should
be that of the Army - and a very sound suggestion it was -
came from a woman in the ranks. | was inspecting in Rouen
at the time, and she had committed a minor “crime" - late for
rolt call, | rather think - had been awarded a somewhat
imaginative punishment by her administrator, and appealed
to me after the unit had been paraded. "l told my friend in
the office about it," | remember that she said, "and he said
that his officer couldn't have done that to him. And please,
ma'am, | want to be treated the same as a soldier." It was
after that that | took to studying King's Regulations and the
Manual of Military Law, and discovered fatigues, and
conduct sheets, and other useful things that came into
Corps Orders later on.

Rouen, Havre, Etaples,--Abbeville, Boulogne, Calais,
Dieppe, G.H.Q. itself, and all the smaller places in between,
| could tell you stories about all of them, and you, | have no
doubt, could tell me one or two! There are splendid stories
about the retreat in '18, when our women surpassed
themselves in "continuous good service and devotion to
duty," when the women at Flexicourt fed and directed troops
on the move, and the women at St. Omer were kept on duty
as indispensable.

There was one thing which the founders of the Corps had
not definitely foreseen - we were good for morale. Those
dances and tea parties, which you gave and which you went
to, were reminders of home, and so they helped the men to
carry on. Here is a very small and frivolous illustration: One
day | arranged to take my head clerk to G.H.Q. to
disentangle some problem about files or correspondence. |
found A.G. Branch wondering what could have happened,
for it was the first time in the war, they said, that sergeant-
major had put on his puttees!

We have a great tradition of the service of the country
behind us, if, as we all hope, there is peace in our time, let
us live up to the traditions of the Corps in civil life, and let us
remember to help each other when we can.

H C | GWYNNE-VAUGHAN, Sometime, C C., QM.AAC,,
British Armies in France

ELSIE FROST WAAC 1897-1969
From Mrs Stella Palmer, 52 Alport Road, Frecheville,
Sheffield $12 4RX (Daughter of Elsie Frost WAAC).

My mother, Elsie Frost, was born in Sheffield in 1897. ltwas
at Christmas time, and when the doctor was summoned, he
had to ride on horseback through the snow!

When the First World War broke out, my mother was very
anxious to do "her bit for the war effort" and joined the
Forces. She was very proficient in shorthand and typing,
and was asked if she would go to France to do duty there,
but her mother (my grandmother) refused to give her
permission. My mother was then stationed in the Arboretum
in Nottingham and worked in the office there. At that time
the military were still forming their personnel, and although
my mother was part of the Army, some of her uniform was
actually RAF. She enjoyed her time there, and although the
hours of her duty were lengthy, | think her position in the
office gave her a few privileges, so she was able to get
some free time occasionally. | recall her mentioning a room



of gids who were called "sail makers® and the kong hours
and hard work they did. When my mother was able to go
shopping, she brought back cakes or buns, or whatever she
coyld buy, to give the sail makers a lithe treat, as they had
viery Eithe spare time, Despite this, they were a very chaerful
crowd, and goP) P<Clyasiyeessor Free Version

The photograph is of my mother, and tha girl sitting in the
chair Is mother's friend Belty. They are of course in thoadr
uruifarm.

My mother died in 1969, aged 71 years old, in Sheffield,

A GRAND DAY IN AUSTRALILA

In September 1999 | wenl to Australia for 5 weeks, Whilst
irn Sydney | visited "Victoria Barracks” and was immediately
taken under the wing of Major Pat Hincks and WO+
Mike Biante.

Laft to Right:
WOI Biente, Margaret and Major Hincks

Az soon as they found out that | was ex ATS RA they couldn't
do encugh for me. | was given a four of the barracks and
presanted with a sigred "History of Victoria Barracks®. They
alsoc dedicated another beautiful book, "Australia
Remembers 1933 - 1945" to aur school library. Finally | was
given a bush hat complate with RE badge. Australian Army
Badge and company fiash, | had & wonderful holiday bat that
day was certainly ome of tha highlights and very special,

Mrs Margarel Hampton {(nee Jackie Jackson ex 547 Bty
MHAA RA)

THE EXIGENCIES OF A POST WAR WEDDING

As nobody had thought to bring a camera to my wedding on
26 October 1355, the first photograph my husband Bil and
| had takan was two weeks lafer.

"The deloayved wedding photo”.

To get o the wedding we all went to Allon on the bus. My
bast maid was Pie Ann Archer and our besl man was the
plumber from Huron Camp. | wore a pink and grey sult
which my sister had sant ma from Canada.

I had been stalioned atl Huron Camp and on my discharge
the RSM wvery kindly found a job for me in a hotal in
Hindhead until Bill, who was stationed al Bordon, was
demobbed complete with blue pin stripe suit,

Forty five years on and we are still happily maried.
Mrs Celia Rooney Bass, (Pta C M Boonay WI377004).

Calia and BT Bass today,



THE TABLECLOTH MAKERS

I redumed from our Colchester WRAC Association Meeting
the other day to find tha Lioness waiting for me.  On
reaching Page 22 | neaded no printed captu::n tu tedl me |

was booking aPBF'@\'ﬁIg) It
contact with when our 58 El%er'_.l was apm |.r|:| in
1544

| wrote o her straighlaway and senl her some of our old
wartime pholographs.

P Mabbutt o Marshall and friends

Pat iz in the bottom left hand comer holding our tableciath,
We were given a piece of nust coloured hessian and told to
“do something with it*. Well we decided to embroider it in
green and gold | can't remember where we got the
embroidery thread from. Between us we blanket stitched
round the edge, pul an ATS badge In one comer, radio
sparks (we were radar oparators) in andthar cornar, OFC for
Oparator Fire Control and MA CHAD 0 the ofther 3 comers,
We then embroidered our names indnidually in the middle
- all in green and gold with the excaption of one sole Scots
member who used blue thread.

We had many laughs over tha job and | sl kave that cloth
- it 5B vears oid!

Alsg in the Lioness was an aricle and photograph of owr
Colchester and Chelmsford WRAC members at the
unveiling of an ATS badge. | am a minute figura in tha
photograph but we had a lovely moméing afthough wnen |
saw myself in the TV interview that evening | had a hard job
I convince mysell that | wasn't that old hag talking. Time
flizs and | no longar kook like the smart ATS girl in the

photograph,

I thoroughly enjoy the Lionass articles and | find | learm a lot
of what other ATS did during the war - few oifher people
seem 10 realise what we were doing though.

J Marshall {nee Kelsey} W/184281
Annandake, 5 The Streel, Kifby Le Soken, Frinton, Essex
013 OEE

FOMND MEMORIES OF THE LATE CHIEF COMMANDER
'LEARY

| was saddenead to read on pages 5253 of Lioness No 1 of
2000 about the death of Chief Commander Elsa O'Leary
ATS. The then Senlor Commander Eisa O'Leary was my
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C0 in 1944735 at 28 Southern Platocon HO Corsham
Garrfison Group ATS.  We worked in the sama office,
Through the hatch immediately above my desk she, and
Junior Commander ElBott, passed papers and instructons
for me io deal with. She was always a pleasant and easy o
gel on with person and appreciative of my work, She gven
loanad me out for short pericds o other ATS platoons in
Wiltshire when below establishment or needing office
reorganisation, thus affording me experience lor promeation,

A couple of funny inckdents spring to mind while at
Corsham, Some days, the Senior Commander and the rest
of the office liked o have freshly baked buns for thesr
teabreak and | was volunteered and despatched 1o the
village on my bie o procure thesa, One such morning i
bucketed down and | got soakad to the skin. Thus, balorse
retuming to work with my purchases, | injudiciously want
back to the barrack room to change and 1o hang up vy wet
tundz, For my pains the duty corporal, who subseguenthy
inspectsd quartars, admonished me for having discoloured
brass butions and threatened me with a 252 Senior
Commander O'Leary explaingd the situaton and fhe matter
was dropped, to the annovance of the corporal.

When answering the telaphona the OO always identified
herself in her well-spoken and distinctive voice as "O'Leary
hera". One callar must have sarcastically iried o mimic ner
careful enunciation, because | heard her say "Mo, not Ch
Really, O'Leary, actually”.

In the same ssue of Lioness (p.54) vou also report the
passing of Major{Retd) Edwina Mallay WRAC. | wonder if
she was the Sergeant who serded in Palestine Company
ATS, Middle East Land Forces with me during 1946/48. Wa
werg in the same Sergeants’ quarars af Allenby Barracks,
Jerusalem. (Sea alzo pp 3839 Lioness ko 1, 19328), She
wrote to me from England afier | was demobbad in 1248, Il
&0 she must have lransferred to the WRAC,

Alica R Alexander (Mrs), (W/277067 Sgt Slesel ATS)
23 Brodie Road, Chingford, London E4 7HF

MINI RE-UNION IN WARRAWONG

A few weeks ago | managed fo gel together 4 ax-gunners,
namaly Ada Gegrge, Mary Webh, Barbara Siockley and of
course myself, Bunty (Beattia) Jones. We had a wonderul
couple of hours and have decided to mest again.

Left to Right:
Muary Webdh  Barbara Stockley  Buniy Jones



Also it may be of interast the Australian Ex-Sanvica Women
al Wollongong have sent a donation of $50.00 for the
memaoral fund,

W/72049 Bunly (Baattie) Jones

Caerlee HousPDF (i e sV FPER. V&Y 01102,

Austraka

NEWCASTLE BRANCH ATS
REMEMBRANCE DAY LONDON NOVEMEER 1993

This photograph was taken at Horse Guards Parade where
wa all assembled for our march to the Cenotaph o pay our
respects to owr war dead. Thare was a big TV screan at thea
Cenctaph and we were able to see for the first time the
laying of the wreathes, Aler the service we wand back to
Horse Guards Parade where Prince Chares took the
Salute, When we ware dismissed we met up with our friend
Carol from the Weymouwth Branch and enpoyed a hot drink
from the Sabvation Army van. it did bring back old memories
of the war years.

Wa then made our way up to the Westminster Gardens of
Remembrance where we lakl our Popples with crosses,
Alogether the day of Remembsance was a vary moving
expenance for all who atterded.

Mrs Grace Fatherey (nes Bell), 108 Haringdon Road,
Marden Estate, Morth Shields, Tyne & Wear, NE30 3PU

CAN YOU BEAT THIS

ks Befty Wood has writlen o tell us about this amazing
feal achieved by her friend and fallow branch member.

Mrs Pal Oakes, aged BD, a member of the Birmengham
Branch WRAC Association served in the ATS af home and
abroad during the 1939-45 War,

She took up the challenge to absell from the ool of
Rackhams store in Birmingham in September 18981

Im 19587, har grandson, Corporal Robert Stevenson of the
Worcester and Sherwood Foresters, suffered a lifa
threatening accident while abseiling.

Mow llly recoverad, he undertook this absed fogether wilh
his parenis, sister and grandmother to raise money for the

hwo hospitals which had cared for him after his accident and
for the cancer charity Oasis

A tremendous day for all the family and most notabdy for Pat
Oakes.

Mrs M E Wood, 12 Paterson Courl, 1 Kenibvorth Road,
Knowle, Sofihull, West Midlands BA3 0J8

SHOWTIME FROM NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE
CONCERT PARTY

"There's no business like Show Business, it's comy but it's
trig. S0 here W an once agamn 1o show you what we
oidiegs can dol.”

These lines were printed in the programme for our
Millennium Concert in January, and the complimentany
commants and applause of our caplive audience, our
club-membears, proved them to be true, The show was
8 SUCCaSS.

Dur first show ook place 5 years agoe and we have
perfomead regularly since wsing our own ideas. We hava
had some "Cameo” memories, like "Lily Maerdene® and her
Tommy, which wa have bean requested to do on more
than one occasion. Then there is "Thanks for Memaries®,
a tribute b our years In the ATS, written by Jovoe
Stephenson and Peggy Binns.  We then hoped to
encourage other ATS Branches to do the same and |
wondered if any of them ever formed a Concer Party and,
if they did, are they still going today?

W started with ¥ members bul sadly we are down 10 5 now,
We intend, however, 1o carry 0n as long as we are wanted.
From our last performance, we have proved that, like "Good
Wina!®, the vintage improves with the years.

It's amazing what 5 people can do, always ready to double
up on jobs, helping in whatever way we can, fhe
comradeship happily sl Bourishing.,

This year, as always, we varied our acts - a bit of this and
that, & mixiure of songs, comedy, short sketches, (we wrile
our ownl); then there are the slow dance routings - no high
kicks for these dancers, we wish to survive for yel another

day!

=0, here is our Millennium programme. The full cast
opened with a parcdy on the *Ovallinies” wrillen by
Joyce, We were all dressed and acting like the terrible 5t
Trindan girls.

Then |, Pegoy, plaving all four parts, performed a Victorian
Melodrama entitled "Poor Litte Nell®, which | also wrata. It
was an hilarious time as | changed props on stage for each
of the four characters, whilst the acdience shouled the
familiar boos, hisses and cheers,

To follow, we mature ladies looked good, dressed in the
latest 1920°% bathing suits, as we sang some familiar sea-
side dities. We got whistles! too! Jovoe read some very
funny verses she wrole 1o go with the acl

Back o the laughs agaln, with Anne and Peggy as "Glad
and Gwen" who insisted on being called Gwendaolina!. Theay
lopked strangely ke Les Dawson and friend and raised
many laughs. Peggy wrols the scripl.
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Our finale proved that we are becoming more ambitious as MEW PRESIDENT FOR THE CO-OPERATIVE
we went into our last number, "Diamonds are a girls best WOMEN'S GUILD

friend”. Who batter to impersonate Marikyn Monroe than our
own delicious Mora, complete in slinky black satin (afl fiva
ool of her incleding her fiara) and ending up baded with

diamonds. Hepiy i@mﬂgpmwp %fﬁming
Eﬂl.m.caiw?;m n ewnen drem.mpggtam ;
proved that there are still some folk who remembar tha
romantic dancing of Fred Aslaire,

Marilyn and her “Beaux™

Owr gratefd thanks for the support our membars have
always given us. Thanks goes to Andy of the RE
Association who playved the music for us and to Gordon, a
friend, who prepared and printed the programmes and also
supplied aur ATS T-Shirts, withaut charge.

Margorel Jackson

The Co-operaliva Women's Guild is the oldast women's
organisation in the Country, being founded in 1882 and has
bean responsible for campaigning to betler he ot of
women, matemity rights and getting women to take more
part in public life.

Left to Right: Jovee Stevenson, Toy Hemnet,
Ann Palianiz, Peggy Binns, Noro Mills

Earlier this yvear, Margaret Jackson was efected National
Best wishes to all Association members from Peggy Binns  President of this organisation. Mrs Jackson, then Margarel
an behail of the Concert Party. Wood, enlisted in the ATS in 1842, She served as a Drill

Instructior ai Glen Parva Barracks in Lelcester and later as a
Mrs M Binng, 22 Danbeigh Place, Benton, Newcastie-upon- Company Sergeant Major at Chilwell Ordnance Depot
Tyme ME12 B80E betore baing “da-mobbed” in 1946,
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THE LOST POET

Capt Bill Leonard was the Radio Maintenance Officer on a
bleak H A A gun site on the Isle of Sheppey in 1942.
Serving there at the same time was a young ATS giri

called Mary q'—;yéqr e).
Apparently, w enlﬁc?{\}/v?glrpl(ri:g@%s gF‘i%g?t e (§ crew,

Mary spent a lot of her spare time observing her
companions and writing about them and their situation.
When Capt Leonard was posted, Mary presented him with
many of her writings.

The following poem is one from the collection which
Mr Leonard still has. He would like to make contact
again, so if you are a member of the Association Mary,
please contact the Headquarters.

MESELF

I'll tell you the tale of Mary B

- A most unhappy, O.F.C.,

Her job in life is "No. 4"

She groans and sighs and mutters "Lor!"
There's "grass" an inch high on the base
- Exasperation on her face.

The standing breaks are madly beating
Is it coming or retreating?

"Search bearing nine to one, two, owe!"
She turns the cabin to & fro -

At last, a break, its coming in -

She shrieks "On Bearing!!" with a grin
The guns are going with mighty blasts -
Oh this is smashing while it lasts.

Whats that, it's friendly, can’t be true -
Not one of ours - one of "the few" -----

PS Her teeth she now is madly gnashing
Even though the view was smashing.

DID YOU SERVE IN THE
ATS IN ESSEX

Recently some members of the Chelmsford Branch
attended a Church Parade Service for Ex-Service
personnel and their families at The Chapel, Warley

Barracks, Near Brentwood, Essex. Many Regimental
Colours are Laid Up in the chapel where they hang

as a perpetual memory to what they represent.
Later on it was discovered that there were over 300
ATS serving at Warley Barracks during the Second
World War and from there the thought arose that it
might be possible for this to be recognised in some
way and to include in it those who served anywhere
else in Essex. The Barracks are now closed, but
were at the time, the home of the Essex Regiment,
now part of the Royal Anglian Regiment.

Approval has been given for an engraved plague to
be placed in the Chapel to commemorate the service
of ATS who served at Warley and elsewhere in Essex,
and a Service of Dedication has been arranged to
take place on the Sunday, March 4th at 11 a.m.
We welcome all members who would like to attend
this important event.

A Roll containing the names of ATS to whom this
applies is being compiled as this will be of interest
to the Chapel Archives and to the Association.
Further details can be obtained by returning the
slip printed below.

MEMORABILIA
ATS Enamel Badges £2.75
WRAC Enamel Badges £2.75
Association Badges £2.50
Association Key Fobs £1.80
Association Square Lapel Badges £1.50
WRAC Booklets £0.50
Sandwich Trays , £4.60
Square Trays £4.80
Teapot Stands £3.50
Bone China Mugs with ATS and £4.50
WRAC Badges
Pens £1.80
Regi-Bears (ATS or WRAC) £7.50
Postcards (pack of 10) £1.00
ABF Scarves £2.50

All prices are inclusive of postage and packing.
All cheques payable to WRAC Association and sent to:

WRAC Association HQ
AGC Centre
Worthy Down
Winchester
Hants S0O21 2RG

a. | served in the ATS at Warley Barracks in Essex

from until

| was employed as a

b. 1servedin the ATS in Essex from

until

My Brand is:

Signed:

Regimental Number:

My address is:

Please complete a. or b. as necessary
Return to:

Mrs Gina Shadrack
Honorary Secretary
Chelmsford Branch WRAC Association
100 Arbour Lane
Chelmsford CM1 7RL

Telephone: 01245 251088




ATS Reminiscences

THE ATS GIRLS KEEP THE AMERICANS ON THE
POFACSSTH PNEYARFPM Version

During WW2 the 11th wehicle Reserve Depol, of the
Royal Army Crdnance Corps, occcupied a huge area ai
Cuammoreg Park which contained hundreds of vehicles,
from jeeps to Scamall & x 6 Gun Tractors. Situated 2 miles
east of the city on the ABB3 (34 mis east of ME Jtn 34),

FPhotograph reproduced courtesy of Lancoster Guardian
and Loncaster City Museum

brs Olive Driver has senl this photograph showing ATS girls
working on American Jeeps at Quermmore Park in July
1843, She knows thal It was so because she was ong of
those working thera as a Driver Mechanic.

HOW THE FORCES RECEIVED THEIR MAIL
By Mrs Barbara Dantar
30 Blake Road, West Bridgford, Mottingham ME2 5JL

In response o yvour request for photographs of our service
days, depicting the work we wers engaged [noduring the yvears
of W.W.2 | have enclosad a photo of some mambars of the
Ay Post Office, Home Postal Centre, RE. We ware
stationed in Mofingham, and almost entirely took over ihe
work praviously done by the sappers of the Royal Engineers,
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There were thousands of us and | think we were just aboui
averywhera, in church halls, disused faclones, and we were
billeted all around the City of Nottingham. To this day, no one
seems io know that we ware doing lop secrel work, and ko my
annoyance, we are not even mentionad in the histary of the
city, a fact which | intend o put right 85 s00n a5 s possible.
The work was repetitive and we stood for many hours at a
fima. The picture is of some of the gifs al the soting bay,
We read the envelope from the bottom up, and had to get
uzed io all soris of abbreviations such as, EADCL (Enemy
Ammunition Dopot Condral Unit), SEALF (South East Asian
Land Forces) and many hundreds more. As the Allied Forces
advanced, extra pigeon holes were added o the bays fo
accommodate exira theatras of war, Imagine what it was like
at Christmas. We worked around the dock in elght hour
shifts, but at the festive season we worksed many more than
that as wa ired o gel the mall o the lads overseas, This
wiork was of the morale Boosting kind, whal could be batiar for
our fighting forces than a ketter or package from home? Many
of these letters were insufficlenty addressed, and it was
amazing how often our specialist sections managed to frack
down thie correct zone 1o send them o, | could write reams
about tha very hapoy years spent with my fiends of the AP,
but we do have an assoclation called the Army Post
Azsociation and we meet up evary year for a week of
nostalgia and fun. Uniorunately cur numbers keep dwindling
aither due to liness, or the inability to make the journey, and
other reasons, but we try 1o keep all members in our minds by
sanding out a news letter three of four mes a year. | do hope
the enclosed pholo will be of interest o your many readers,

MY WAR DAYS IN THE ATS
JANUARY 1943 - MAY 1947
By Mrs Hanna Kennedy (née Mancy Jenkins)
W228373 Liverpool Branch
58 Lubworth, Ashurst, Skermesdale, Lancs WHNE 6TT

| was caled up into tha ATS on 151h January 1843 and did
three weeks basic training, leaming to march, drll atc at
High Leigh Hall, Knulsford. From there and after my first
leave | progressed to the driving schoal at Gresford, North
Wales, It was an aleven waek course, map reading, First
&id, mechanics, then the dreaded driving test which |
passed after elght weeks, My Insirucior then let me take her
to Liverpool, whers | lived, 1o tall my mather the good news.
i wias the first time | had driven throwgh the Mersey Tunnel,

My first posting was to Whitchurch Brisicd driving for 866 Mxd
H&A Battary, but very shorly we all moved by train 1o a firng
camp on the coast at Aberforth. We were there for three
weaks. Wea then moved back 1o Bere Alston on the edge of
Dartmoor. This was a beaulifd placs and the people ware
very kind o us, A few months later we were off back fo
Brisio! area at Wastbury-on-Trim bui shorfly after that 668
Battery were disbanded and we all went our separale ways.

| was posted to 102 Signals Unit &t Silver Hill between
Hastings and St Leonards where we felt the full lorce of the
doodle bugs all the time. A few weeks later we moved on fo
Orford in Suffolk. By this tmie | was driving an Amenican Jesp
which | was allowed to use off duty althowgh | don't think that
the officers were aware of this! Ted our MT Corporal was
very good tous, We were slill there when war ended i June
1945 and Reconds reminded me that two vears earfier | had
volunteerad for overseas serica. | was moved with olbears 1o



a camp in East Hampstead Park outside London. A month
later, after all our injections, embarkation leave etc, together
with about 250 more ATS, | boarded Dunarta Castle not
knowing our destination. We threw our pennies on to the
quay to ensure we returned and we set sail for what was

rumoured to bpw(gg&z%g?ﬁgbl r mé W‘s‘ﬂﬁl"ew

sea sick journey we es.

Disembarking we were fed, fitted out with KD and
despatched by lorry to Caserta. We were only allowed off
camp if the person we were going out with signed us out
and in again. | was issued with a 3 ton Canadian Dodge to
drive and loved it, especially finding my way round Naples
area. If | was on duty at the weekend | would sometimes
transport people going on leave to Rome on the Saturday,
and spend the night in a room provided by the Nuns in one
of the beautiful churches there. On Sunday mornings |
would pick up people returning from leave and take them
back to camp.

If we were off duty we could travel, by lorry, for a shilling (5p)
return to Sorrento on Saturday morning. For 2 shillings (10p)
you were able to get a bed and all meals at the WVS hostel.

Our unit then moved to Padua, so still driving | had to find
my way about all over again. My friend and |, returning from
a journey we were making, once spent a night at Mestre
outside Venice. We stayed in a big house which was a sort
of stopping off place. There were no locks on the doors so
we slept with "one eye open".

Being a driver | saw a lot more of Italy than other service
people did, Sorrento, Capri and inside the Vatican. | even
rode with an American soldier on the back of his motor
bike and visited the ruins of Pompeii. We used to dance
every night in the Caserta Palace, where the Peace Treaty
was signed in 1945. | also saw the balcony in Rome
where Mussolini met his gruesome death. My friend Vi
and | were friendly with two Americans who were stationed
on the opposite coast of ltaly. They said that they flew
over to Caserta at weekends which, of course, we did not
believe. Eventually they took us to the airfield and in their
little 4 seater plane flew us over and around Naples in a
splendid air tour.

I was chosen with others to take part in General Alexander's
farewell parade. We had to march with a Scottish Pipe
Band in front and an American Band behind us which made
it difficult to keep time!

in October 1946 | became the wife of one of the men in my
unit and during the winter | developed a bad bout of
bronchitis. | came off driving and worked in the ration store,
nearer to my husband. There were several couples getting
married at that time, so the Army equipped and opened a
small hotel calied Battaglia, run by a sergeant called Steve.
Each couple had a bedroom and sitting room and shared
bathrooms. We all ate in the dining room and held dances
at the weekends.

After three months of comparative luxury my demob came
through and | was sent home at the beginning of May 1947.
| travelled home by train, no windows, sleeping on your kit
in case it was stolen. At Villach in Austria we disembarked
for five days and then continued on another train through
France, across to Dover, and on to Aldershot for demob the
following morning.

One thing | know, | wouldn't have missed the ATS
experience for anything in this world.

RECOLLECTIONS OF AN ATS RECORDS CLERK
By Winifred McGhie (née Holland)
10 Grantley Street, Shawlands, Glasgow G43 0PU

It was good to see a member of the ATS Records Office
clerical section, Mrs Joan Halliwell, née Moon writing in. |
too was at the RASC Records Office and met my late
husband who was in the RAF at a dance in Hastings.

I well remember when Private Gladys Field fell to her death
from the roof of Hydneye House where we were billeted.
She was an only child and her parents lived iocally. | was a
corporal in that section and like Joan | will never forget my
time in the ATS.

| was on duty when the first doodle bug went over. |
jokingly remarked that the aircraft must be ours because
of the light in the tail and | got a shivery feeling when |
read in the press that it had been a missile aimed at
London. The Spitfires used to try to shoot them down
before they hit London. My bedroom window was blown
in by one, luckily while | was out!

STARTING A NEW LIFE IN THE ATS
By Mrs M P Chiles - always known as "Pam"
formerly W/284742 Pam Wade, ATS Driver
born 17 Feb 1926.
‘Lanterns', 12 Cross Road, Tadworth, Surrey KT20 5SR

On the 3rd September 1943 my service started at
Waterloo Station on my way to Guildford to start my initial
training in the ATS. When | left the train | was to discover
there was quite a large intake and we were all herded on
to the back of a Troop Carrying Vehicle. Quite an
assortment of us - high heels, low heels, short, fat, etc. |
was a 17 years old volunteer and | didn't -have too much
trouble settling in, in spite of never having met so many
different people in all my life. Once | had discovered
where my left foot was | was fine!!

During those weeks (1 think there were 3), | made several
friends, one who was called May spoke French fluently
and was much older than me; and another one was
particularly kind and helpful to me (I can tell you | needed
it at times!). Careless talk cost lives, so | never did know
or even ask them where their future lay. 1| went to
Camberley to train as a driver, but were those women
destined to join the S.O.E.? Recently there has been
much to remind us of their courage. | would love to know
if anyone remembers those days, albeit 57 years ago.

WAR OFFICE TELEPRINTER ROOM
From Barbara Reeves (nee Absolon),
Ex Corporal, WO Signals.
8 Roman Road, Colchester, Essex CO1 1UR

In response to your request for photographs of our
wartime workplaces | am sending this one of the War
Office Teleprinter room under Whitehall, where | worked
from 1941 to 1944. Unfortunately | am not in the photo -
I must have been in the Signals Office when it was taken,
but two of my friends are. It was deep underground,
with inefficient air conditioning and when all the
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machinas were in action the noise was homrandous, &h -
Happy Days!

Thank you for a very enjoyable magazine. Best wishes
ke all.

REMINISCEMCES OF A MEMBER OF THE ATS PROVOST

By W/9R278 Balty Campbell (née Mckay), 1 Guthrie Place,
Rhu, Argyll & Bute G&4 BRF

Mow the Milennium i here, evaryone s talking of new
bognnings, ard that s simply whal this & all about,  Since
1946 on being demobbed from the ATS, getting marrad in
1950 and having a family, | always had a yeaming that |
should have spent more me being interested in the ATS
friends | left behind, Recanily | saw in the SAGA magazine
that the Scotlish AGM and reunion was 10 ba held In Glasgow
on the 16th Oclober 1599, Al those years | had been guite
ignorant of any reunsons, so | felt thes was a door apaning for
me and | phoned Mrs McGavin who very kindly advised me
how to join and come along. This | did an the day mentonad
and very nenvously got talking to the lady next to ma from the
Parth branch. She asked what section | had baen i, | repled
Prowvost Section, but keep it quiet as we girls of the Provost
always knew wa wara not the most popular section,  Without
any hesitation she said "0Oh, Ann Smart will ba intaresied (o
meed you, she too was in Provost and stationed In Gesmany™,
In no time at all | was meeting the said lady.  After going
throwgh our prendons siuations and postings, both having
bean in Antwerp and Brussels it fumed oul we had sanved
under a 3g1 Steele from Kirkcabty, a Sgi Hobinson from
Mewcasile and ended up in Mo, 1 C.LC. BAOR, although
urloriunately not at the same time. | was first in this camn at
tha tima 55 women wera being brought nta the compaund,
July 1245, Our police duties consisted of searching, finger
printing, ration deliveries, mostening the women  for
interrogation and escorting them when they were going on
trial. It was all very different frorm the strest and station patrol
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which | had been doing since 1842, Ann was able to tall me
whal happened when she took over my dufies. | took early
demab in Jansary 1946 because | was anxious o meel up
with five olher members of my family who had also been in
the Forces, and a home coming of a dear brother who had
been a prisoner of war since Dunkirk, Mow that | am the oniy
sunvivor i has been wonderful to fullll my wish of mesting up
with some ATS of my own age and interest,

I had a vary happy tim= in the Faorces and feal | would have
missed out in a lot of ways had | nol been there, MNow | am
with the Glasgow branch | feel | have a whole lot of new
friends to get to know, and for me it is 8 new beginning 1o
raved to Glasgow once a month o mest up with them, |
may also add | had a very memorable day at the reunion
and hope 1o enjoy Mmany maong,

My bDest wishes fo gll ATS friends who may of may nof
remamber ma, espacially LCpl Margarst Eard who [ was with
for three years.

FROM PEACE IN VIENNA TO WAR IN
BURY 5T EDMOMDS
By Frances Munnally
Ti38 Cherokea Rd, Richmond, WA 23225, USA

The Lioness' first issue of the new milennium is full of
gignificance for the old World War I veterans, The 18405,
vears of our service and ghory days now rest finmdy in the
past century, ready for the history books, Indeed we, the
Auxiliary Territorial Service, ang histony.

Mevertheless, many of the ATS gils are still very much of
the present, and our storias and memories make the text of
the history books look pale.

I grew up in Vienna, Austria, the only daughter of indulgent
parents who strove o protect me from the realiies of life,
The yvears between the two Word Wars were hard, filled
with privations which today's generalion can scarcely grasp.
My parents, | am sure, sacrificed much for ma. | was taught
English and French. | learmed to play the violin fo tum me
into an accomplishad young woman wihg, some day, would
marry. 8 respectable young man and live in bourgeoise
comion ever after. AL age 15 | was sent o a "Dance
School®, where instruction focused not only on leaming the
right Foxirol steps, bul also on picking up soclal graces and
the art of moving in good society,

Then, in a blink of an eye, all of that changed ovemight. In
March 1938, the Mazis goosesiepped into Vienna, The
persecutions began immediately. The world of us young
Jowish teenagers was Wwmed upside down, School was
forbiddan; parks, museums, [braries, swimming pools,
cinemas, theatres, all fosbidden, 0 summer's heat we
cowerad behind closed curdams, dreaming of a dip in the
pood of & swim inthe river,

When out on the strests, we wore ouwr mothers' black or
brown skirfls, our hair hidden banaath colourass karchiels,
no jewellery or adormment of any kind, The mousier we
Izoked, the mora likely we ware to relum home unharmed,
Beatings and worse were the order of the day. Old bearded
man wera forced to kneal and scrub the streets with
tonthbrushes dipped in caustc soap.

In May 1938, my desperate parents sent me to England as
an au pair, & mother's helper, | scrubbed and polished
floors, sarved meals and cared for two small children. In



1841, | joined the Auxdiary Terrioral Service and became
Private Huppert, Wi99790, | was posted fo Bury St
Edmunds in Sulfolk. The pretty litfle market town became
my home for the next five years.

colourl magt b1 0 By g B S 1) Bum

geography into the children's heads. This Is a "grown-up”
map of Warlime East Anglia, pinpointing British and
Amaerican Airfields that dotted the region as densely as
mushrooms after rain. As | pass by a dozen timas a day,
my eve roves over familkar names: Bury St Edmunds,
Lavenham, Midenhall, Thorpe Abbots. Al filled with
mamonas of an era gona from our ives lorever,

We are now grandmiolhers, great-grandmothers even, Bul
somewhera, within, still lives the young devil-may-care
sobdier girl who gol up and did her part o win the war, No
matter whether we iracked enemy airplanes, drove
convoys, of tolled in steaming cookhouses, we all now
come fogether in the Lioness. In it's pages we meet oid
friengs and often make new ones. Wae reminizce In the
silence of a house from which the childran have long since
gaone, And doing 0, we gain a new perspective on life. Cur
generation was indead favoured. Our youlhful strangih,
talenis and energies went toward defeating an evil such as
the workd had never known. And in this, we are forever one.

MY LIFE IN THE ATS
By Edna Rickett (née Cross) ATS W/154724 - 1942/1945

| enlisted at Fulford Barracks, York, in April 1942 and was
posted with other new girs a few weeks later 1o Lanark in
Scotland for iraining in Signal Oflice Procedune and o brush
up our kevboard skills, At that fime my Mother was senously
It at our home in Essex and | applied 1o return o the South to
enabla me 1o see har more readily whenever the opporiunity
aroge. Afler a fime, during most of which | peeled potatoss,
na doubt as a panance, | was retumed io a Holding Compary
in York, Then | maved to a Mixed Signals Linit for training at
Kanry Howse, Harrow on the Hill, a house belonging to King
Farouk of Egypl. The group pholograph in undfarm was taken
at that time. (| am sitting in front, second from the right).

Bafore long we ware moved 1o A A Comd HO al Stanmore
replacing a team of men for sanvice overseas. While thare,
we were Inspected by the then Princess Roval. We wearg
izsuad with smar new blankets for the occasion and held
o breath in the dining room as peeling paint fel from the
cailing inta the dish of jam as the royal party walked through.
After the visit the new blankets were withdrawn! Our Officer
at this time was Elizabeth Crowther. She was greatly
respecied and Fked, and after the war she wrote o tell me

she was then waorking for the Red Cross,

I July 1943 | marmed Pater whom | had known since well
befora the war. He was serving in the RAF and was postad
abroad a few weeks later, and did not return until August
1946. The routine of the Signals Office continued at
Stanmore and in due time | reached the dizzy heighis of
Acting Corporal (paid) and shortly aberwards War
Substantive Corporal. We were a very diverse but happy
tearm. At one stage | volunteered for a PT course at Hendon
Police College in spite of, or was it because of, having
coniracted severe poliomyeliis whan young, | had baen
fortunate to make a substantial recovery,

From Stanmore we weare transferred to 1st Group
Headguarters al 206, Bromgpton Aoad, London, an old tube
station, We worked af the top of a large house in Thurlca
Square. We ware lucky encugh to be billeted in some of the
edegant houses in Kensington and, if funds alliowed, could
walk to Harrods for tea - & rare break in the London of those
days. Mostly we patronised a nearby cafe at the other and
of the market which we called affectionately ‘Heall's Kitchan',

After Brompton Road we moved by truck to Kirkee Barmacks,
Colchaster, whera the familiar Signals Office shift routine
confinued. Cccasionally we escaped on bicycles, in sports
clothes, on the pratence of going to play tennis. We cycled
miles but not a tennis ball was struck, A group of young and
handsome lalan prisoners of war working In the barracks
attracted a good deal of attention. | had to call the girls from
lime to time to close the windows and retum 1o work,

Wa waore sorry 1o leave Colchester but our next move ook us
on what | think was a8 detachment to Hurts Hall n
Saxmundham, Suffolk - an oéd house with a fine garden. This
was my last posting before baing packed off n July 1945 o
the Miltary Dispersal Unit at Morthampion for discharge.

We had become a team of fiends who, despite wartime
conditbons, had enjoyed our sendce logethar. Those shared
experiences have added a special lustre o later Efe but sadiy
| have lost touch with most of the gis | knew. | would ba
delighted to haar from anyone who was part of my memaries,

P5S: Pater and | are looking forward fo our 5Tth Wedding
Anniversary in July 2000,

MEMORIES

Ruth Megus of Birmingham Branch sent us these two
pieces. She wrole them over 30 years ago and came
across them recently when searching for something else.
I'mi sure many of you will recognize "Jack of all Trades® and
have asked yoursalves the same gueastions over the years.

1. DE-MOBBED 1845

Whera are you now, Barbara? You are approaching

middle age, just as | am - how different are you now from
the girl | knew?

Do you aver think back 1o thosa days, twenly or mose years
ago, when we were so close and vowed that we always
would be?  But we drifted apart as | suppose we always
knew we would, Do you remaember me and the kawghter and
the tears we shared?

Do you recall the endless pounds of “spuds® wa “bashed” aon
the Ack-Ack sites all over England and the mountains of
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greasy plates we tned o wash in cold watar .. the metallic
clanking of emply shell-cases dropping endlessly on
concrefe as the guns fired into the darkness, their flashes
sithoustting steel-halmeted gunners ... long nights in the
Radar sets, stuffy and puncluated with Comish Paslies and

thick sweet o) POErB IS $0 P HIIMACFy 957

How unbebevably fresh and clear were the dawns as we
"Blood-Down® and the "All-Clear” sounded across the estuary
and, tired-gved, we made our way 1o the Missan hut fo skeep,

You can't have forgotten the endless polishing of boots and
butions - parades and Kit layvouts - FFI's - hands covered
with G5 grease - cheess and potato pie - NAAF] buns -
shrifling alarm bells - lectures and ENSA concerls - Alrcraft
Recognition - Goodnight kisses behind the coal bunkers.

There werd the othars oo - pretly Amy and vivacious "Red®.
Black haired Sylvie and fair Joan. Welsh Katy and Irsh
Masve - Jack and Tiffy, Willy-Matler and the Major - 20
many gifls and so many men, once all part of each other's
Ives and now S0 scattered, Wheare are they now, Barbara?
Would we know them if wa met them ... would we know
each other? Are you siaid and malronly or are you still
bright and scintiflating and laughing at lifa?

Wiould vou like to walk again on the crumbling cifts and smeall
the heady scent of the bean-fields and know that yvou are "Out
ol Bounds™? Are you glad that all the intensity of youth is
behind you? Look back once maore, Barbara, remembear it all,
the hardships; the bearaches, the home-sickness, the
grumibles, the lawghter, the fun, the koves and the hates -

Did wa get what we were fighting for? Did we win in the
end? |t would be nice to think that we did.

Ruth Megus
08, 10.845

2. JACK OF ALL TRADES

I'm Jil. Once upon a time, 1841 actually, | was a secratary,
bored with my job ... | asked myseli ... what are you doing in
an office? There is a war on. Go and join upl So | did, in
ihe ATS. Soon | was in khaki, a female soldier, drilfing an
the Barack Sguare, polishing brass bultons, using a
strange object called a bulton-stick. I'm a lady's maid,
pressing my umiform ...

| Trade-Test as a Radar Operator, on an Anti Alrcraft Gun
Site. I'm in batiledress now, | wear boots and gaiters. |
know about Radic and Eleciricity as well as Radar, I'm a
Might Watchman gazing at a Cathode Ray Tube watching
for moving "blips® which mean enemy aircraft, | go inie
action tracking them. Sweeping the Barrack-Room floor,
shaking mais, cleaning windaws - I'm a Charady. Making
iy bed - I'm a Chambermaid, then a Housemakd - cleaning
out the siove, collecting coke from the bunker, Cleaning the
ablutions, what am 17 A lavatory attendant!

I'm a scullery maid in the cookhouse, washing hundreds of
plates. | “spud-bash® thousands of potatoes. I'm a sentry at
the camp gate, I'm a beggar going round the neighbourhood
in search of rags for cleaning the guns. Sewing stripes and
fiashes on uniforms, I'm a seamstress.

| get grease all over my hands maintaining the Diesel Unit -
I'm a molor mechanic, I'm a laundress, washing my kit
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| queus wp for my weeakly pay, my cigarette ration, my bar of
chocolate, my soap coupon - I'm a wage-eamer.

Fowur years kter I'm a “crny® again. |was “Jdack of Al Trades".
Mover ' Jill, & housewife . What does that make Me?

Ruth Megus (née Mewall), 92 White Gables, White House
Way, Solihull, West Midlands., B21 15E

AMEMDMENT

In Centenary Celebrations in Huddersfield (Lioness 12000,
pB} we erroneosusly printed Miss Christina Shaw's month af
birth as February instead of danuary for which we apologise,

After working as the Regimental telephonist at the Dnll Hal,
Mizs Shaw ransharred to Signals and served all over the
couniry, ending L a5 a sergeant in charge of the signals office,

After tha war she went fo Garmany and served as &

deferred volunteer for 2 yvears in Weinburg, Lunaeburg and

Bad Oynhausan. Having volunieered early in 1939, she

was finally demobbed after eight and a hall years in
Saptambar 1947,

OVERSEAS PAYMENTS

Pieasa note that in future, all payments for subscriptions,
postage and memorabilia will only be accepted
In Sterling. Please ask yvour bank lor a Monay
Crder or Stering Cheque.

Wa ragret fo have to impose this restriction, but due o
the vagaries of exchange rates, the majority of overseas
paymants fall significantty short of the amount due.




WRAC Reminiscences

THE WRAC IN THE 1950s
B BYECOINPRISYS WISV ersion

My service in the WRAC started in the TA when | was
sixteen and a half years old having been "not quite honest
about my age". | was sent on two courses, one as a Radar
Operator and one as a PTI. | enjoyed myself so much that
| decided to join the Regulars for three years after | had
persuaded my parents to sign the forms.

Following basic training, instead of being posted to another
unit, | remained at Guildford and worked as a waitress in the
various messes. | enjoyed marching and looked forward to
going on parade, | was proud of my uniform which was
always immaculate.

In 1953 | was chosen to take part in the Festival of
Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall. We had to "bull" our
shoes twice a day for a month.

Although there were no videos then we did appear on TV
and my parents bought their first black and white set
especially to watch me.

In 1954 | was given a choice of a posting to either the Far
East or the Middle East, | chose Egypt.

After embarkation leave, on to Holding and Drafting at
Kingston-on-Thames, whilst there we could watch Forces
Favourites at Earls Court and collected autographs of many
famous people including Richard Attenborough, Ronald
Regan, Teddy Johnson and Pearl Carr.

We eventually sailed away on the Empire Ken and
fourteen days later arrived at Ladysmith Camp Fayid. My
job was to deal with the transit of families from all over the
world, - men to the mens camp and women and children
to our camp. | worked long hours helping-them settle in,
arranging sleeping quarters and food. In the day time |
was in charge of six Egyptian general duties men who
made the beds, cleaned, waited at table, etc all of which
I helped with when we were busy. Off duty | went to the
beach to sun bathe (I couldn't swim then) danced and
watched fiilms. | was surprised at the number of girls who
couldn't dance so | taught them a few steps and to Rock
ad Roll.

To practice for Sports Day we had to get up at 5 am whilst
it was still cool and go to the Stadium. | won a bronze medal
for a high jump at 5 feet 3 inches. 1 once asked my
boyfriend to take my uniform to his dobby man because |
wanted it to be smart for the Remembrance Parade. |t
came back so stiff it looked like a cardboard box!

At the end of my three years | came home to get married but
then didn't, | always regretted not signing on and going to
Cyprus with my friends.

Instead | went to work as a Fork Lift Driver at the Royal
Ordnance Depot and spent a further two years in the TA.
Later on | went to work for Ford as a driver for twenty nine
years, then owing to two hip replacements | retired and
celebrated my 65th birthday in February.

| attend our Ashby De La Zouch Branch Association
meetings, it is good to talk about the old days.

| loved my life in the Army and, like J James said (in
Lioness 1/2000 Page 9), come along WRAC Ladies lets
hear your stories.

LIFE IN THE WRAC IN THE 1950s
By | L HOWE (W/38946 CHAMBERLAIN | L (BUNNY))

As J James (Lioness 2000) wrote, to reach out to WRAC
members, well, here's one. Not as exciting as J James but

| joined the WRAC Aug '55 in London. | did my training at
Guildford. My first memory is boarding a train to Guildford,
and meeting other young bewildered girls, two in particular
come to mind, Gill Dawson and Peggy Galmoye. We
became firm friends for quite a while. We lost contact later
as we had different postings.

| truly enjoyed my "Square Bashing" and believe it or not kit
inspection. | never quite got the hang of the "spit and polish"
for my boots and shoes, and who can ever forget the
"passion Kkillers" and ‘"lisle stockings" which | wore
throughout my service. | couldn't afford to replace them with
civilian ones.

| wanted to be a PTI or a Driver, alas | became a mess
orderly at the barracks in Canterbury, and later a general
duties orderly at the Sergeants' quarters. My Sergeant
put me forward for Provost who were doing a recruitment
drive. | next found myself at Kingston-upon-Thames
for further training. | passed the necessary exams
and awaited my new posting. | was ready for action, that
was until it came time for my jabs which | did not like.
My next stop was to be BFPO 40 Minchen Gladbach and
my new unit.

My journey started from Harwich bound for the Hook
of Holland, the vessel was a flat bottomed boat (whatever
that meant). | had never been on the sea before
and didn't know what to expect. Once we set sail | found
out. | was alone with no other WRAC personnel, it was
one of the roughest seas in a long while. | fought against
the sway of the boat, oh dear! not a good thing to do as |
later found out. What a journey! | was met at The Hook
by an army personnel carrier and taken to my
destination, 145 Pro Coy. My new colleagues wondered
what on earth had landed. 1| won't go into it but | ended
up in Sick Bay for three days. | found out later, through
experience, that | can travel the waves on deck but
definitely not below.

Whilst in Germany Prince Philip visited our camp, which
was very exciting at the time. | also had two weeks duty in
Berlin for the Queen's Birthday Parade.

| saw the devastation of the war, part of Berlin was shattered
and in the process of rebuilding.

Whilst in Provost | wore out the sleeves of my BD through
continuous pressing with brown paper, in fact there
was very little fluff left on any of my BDs. My sleeves
were razor sharp with a very smart darn on the right
one. The down side was having to pay for a new one
out of my "Pay Parade" money. Does that ring any bells?
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While enjoying my tour of duty, | met mw husband of 42
yaars, he was an AMP 101 Coy. Who said it wouldn't last,

The 'Lioness’ has brought back floods of lovely memaories,
and | am wighing | was back with the girls, | do regret not
being a memiepg 90 PATEdN a0 ke
many octhers I've been getling on with my [ife. | now realise
whal I've been missing oul on. The WRAC was the first
important part of the rest of my life. My mother died when
| was sixteon and | was lost for the next year, until the
companionship of the WRAL filled a big gap, and for that
I will be eternally grateful. I'm now in my recycling years
and am hoping 10 have many years of comradeship with
the 'Lioness’ and her cubs

WRAC FAMILY CONNECTIONS
Mrs Maureen Clark ex WRAC W20763 1067-60
(Née NASH)

Phyllis ‘Lee' Clark ATSMWRALC died in January of this year.
She was the WRAC Recruiting Sergeant in Pordsmouth for
many years and prior to that was in the ATS as a cook
sergeant. Her maiden name was La Brun.

Lee was my mother in law and although | was a resident of
Poremouth and member of the WRALC | did not sign on or
meet her there, | joined the WRAZ in 1966 signing on in
Heratord. | then went on o Guildford for basic fraining and
then on to Yeoul where | did my Clerks Training. Mext | was
s for a shor period of time o HD Easterm Command in
Hounslow and was eventually posted 1o Bedin to HD Badin
Infaritry Brigade where | worked as a clarkitypist for G Int and
Security in the British Sector. It was in Berlin that | met Lee's
younger son Barry who was serving with the Roval Signals,
and in 1968 wea were married. After our marriage | continued
to serve with the WRAC being the only married WRALC in the
company, eventually being discharged in 1968,

A lew years later | was somewhat responsibie for
encouraging my younger sister who had nol long keft school
ta go and have a chat with my mother in law resulting in my
sigter joining the WHRALC, My sister was Hilary Yeomans
who served from June 1875 to October 1981, Hilary sarved
throughout Germany and Morthern Irgland with the
Imteligence Corps and gl married durng this tme and
becama Sgi Hilary MeClura. She was akso a swimmer and
diving enthusiast

If there iz anyone oul there who remembers elther myvsell
ar my sister Hidlary we would be only 1o delighted to hear
from tham,

Contact:  WMre  Maureen Clark,
Christchurch, Dorsat BH23 2R

15 Jumpers Road,

SIX YEARS OF LIFE IN THE WRAC
By Mrs D L Simpson (Née LANE) W/379013, Cpl, WRAC

| was inspired enough by J James' account (pd - 1/2000) of
her Hfe in the WRAC during the 1950s to pul pen 1o paper
ared tall how much | enjoyved my own six years in the service
from January 1953 1o March 1953,

Ky basic framing was al Guildiord, | was then posted o
COD Chilwell in Mottinghamshire as a Tels Technician, |
worked In Technical Branch with my very good friend Juna
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Sutton (mea WILLIS) ard Pat Long who was in Basic
Training with me, | am a8l in touch with Jura.

Cpd Daphne Lane and Cpl Valerie Young

| was posted to BAOR on my 215t Birthday. On the famy fram
Harwich to the Hook of Holland some of the girls were
interdiewad by Jean Matcalf for a televigion programme called
"Chut gnd About®, On oarival in Germany | was attached to
ROAC HO and had a very anjoyabba two years. Thal was
whera | mat 5em Whndas, who married a Petty Cificer m the
RM, and Val Young who | woukd love to hear from again.

| was posted back to Bicesier, whera | met up agaln with
Harry {my late husband), whorn | had ariginally mat just two
weeks belore bDeing posted fo Germany, and we weng
rmarrad n March 19559, | alended Coarporal and Sergeant
courses at Liphook, but chose marriage instead of
promotion. However, my youngast son is now WO1 REME,
aitached to the Paras, and is going to Germany inJune, His
wife is an ex-Corporal WRAL.,

While in Germany | was on my first and onby exercisa, which
spamed rather strangea, especally at maal times when your
mess tin had to be wsed for all three cowrses. | finishaed up
with blisters and sora ankles after wearing boots and gaiters
which | was nol used to. We also spenl weeks learning
Garman to be able to go oul shopping, only 1o receive the
reply in perfect English. Happy timas!

Flease get In touch if you wera in Germany during 1956-58
or Chitwell Depot, Tech Branch, 1953-55. My sisfer,
Marion, was a drver at the same fime.

ConfactMrs D L Simpson, 56 Latimer Drive, Beaston,
Motlingham NGS 2HT



308 Bn WRAC/TA
Cpl Chapman (Née PORCH) 1954 - 1966

It was in 1953 that | became interested in a Service
Career. My grandfather had been an RSM in the first

world war an@tﬂﬁ@dﬁﬁﬁ}&ﬁﬁftmé@ﬂﬁrsion

I decided to try my luck as a driver in the WRAF but this
did not come about as you had to know how to drive before
you were accepted.

| stayed in my civilian office job for a while until one day |
saw an ex colleague on a bus wearing the Army uniform.
| subsequently contacted her and after accompanying her
to a Territorial Army evening, decided that | would like to
join and try my hand at something quite different, ie
serving with the Ack Ack, and joined in the September of
1954 at the age of 20.

After an eight month period of plotting in the 'ops room', my
Unit at Ulverscroft Road, Leciester, was disbanded and |
was able to transfer to an MT Unit - 308 Battalion - in
Ashford Road, also in Leicester. This was much more to
my liking as | would be taught to drive a variety of vehicles.

The Unit had a terrific sense of camaraderie, but one night
a week was not enough for me, so | did Sunday training
and week-end training too.

My first two week "Camp" was in August 1955 and was
called a Regimental Camp. All of this was new to me
having never been away from home before for longer than
one night (TA week-ends) - | was, to say the least, green.

The camp was in Penicuik and our feet didn't touch the
ground from the Saturday we arrived to the Thursday
evening of the first week. Life was so hectic that the Major
{Hon V V Kitson) decided to give us all a rest day on the
Friday - my 21st Birthday. The unit spent the day on the
beach at, if | remember correctly, Portobello. The day was
glorious and | have the fondest memories of sun, sand and
sea, two Scots dolls, and a travelling alarm clock which
has only recently come to the end of its days, having been
used constantly from that August. A really delicious
birthday cake was made by the cooks (two of whom are
unfortunately no longer with us).

Many happy years followed in the company of girls who |
will remember forever. True friendships were established
as were many acquaintances. Greetings are still
exchanged at Birthdays and-Christmas. Two sergeants
and one officer in particular | have to thank - they will know
who they are when/if they read this epistle.

My 12 years in the Service were varied, being a trainee
driver, driver and then driving instructor and many tales
could be told of the hilarious times, if | had the space.
One 'night rally' in particular during a fortnight's "holiday"
(as my day job employer called it) is well remembered.
We had to leave Barnard Castle late one evening. We
had scrimmed up the vehicles during the day - an
exercise | would rather forget - and when the 'wagons
roll' call was heard we jumped into our vehicles and away
we went. My three tonner had the scrim netting rolled up
underneath and as | drove away the netting caught in the
prop-shaft. Many hands to the 'sump' as | reversed as
slowly as | could and the girls lying beneath the lorry
unhooked the netting as | went. Not an easy job as they
would tell. Unleashed we went forward, completed the
rally and our unit came away with all but one of the

trophies. We were ribbed for the rest of the week but we
did not care because we were on cloud nine.

Our battalion formed a Saddle Club and went horse riding
on Sundays at Gracedieu Stables in Shepshed. One of
the highlights of this was being in the company of Lady
isobel Barnett - who was our Commander in Chief and a
great story teller. | remember volunteering to do kitchen
duty at an Officers' Mess function she attended. | was
very impressed that a Lady of her standing would come to
thank us for the work we had put in; sitting on the kitchen
table and eating chicken legs with us (no plates or
napkins to hand). | was a Private then as | recall but stiil
felt that | belonged.

| eventually reached the giddy height of full corporal -
never achieving my ambition to becoming a sergeant like
my grandfather - still never mind, | enjoyed what | did.
The battalion disbanded in 1966 and | was given the
choice of Signals (too much like my day job) and Nursing
(not for me) so | reluctantly took my discharge after 12
years of agony and ecstasy. | received my Long Service
Medal by post having moved to the Northampton Branch
of same unit. '

I have moved away now from Leicester/Northampton
and live in Skegness, still a life member of the
Association but unable mostly to attend the monthly
meetings. Semi-retirement found me doing bed and
breakfast in an East Coast resort but again this was not
for me so 1| found a job at the local hospital doing
reception work. | found this especially rewarding for an
oldie like me, as when | see the poor dears who attend
it makes me feel good and young for my age. The adage
"Grow up and you grow old" is certainly true. | still play
‘tag' on the beach with an even older friend (when there
is no-one around to see the old fools).

My friend and | have taken up dancing - ballroom,
sequence, Latin American, formation and line. Having
reached Gold Medal standard in most of these we are
having a bit of a rest until we find something else to do or
progress further on the dance floor.

| say to all members, old and new, ancient and modern, if
you want anything in this life - GO FOR IT - you never
know what you can do if you never try. Why I'm saying this
to you | do not know. | have never met so many
"achievers" in my life as the resolute members of the now
disbanded Womens Royal Army Corps.

I would like to fake this opportunity to wish all my friends a
Happy and Healthy future.

OVERSEAS PAYMENTS

Please note that in future, all payments for subscriptions,
postage and memorabilia will only be accepted
in Sterling. Please ask your bank for a Money
Order or Stering Cheque.

We regret to have to impose this restriction, but due to
the vagaries of exchange rates, the majority of overseas
payments fall significantly short of the amount due.
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"THOSE SMASHING GIRLS | USED TO KNOW*
MY SERVICE IN THE WRAC 1963-67
(W/420251 Pte Sue Waind) now Mrs Sue Hirst

| joined the WRAC in September 63. My Mum cried and

mutiored and SR ~SoU TR SO DA ot S e

within 2 weeks!". | travelled on the train from Blandford
down to Hobbs Barracks at Lingfield in Surrey on 7th
October. | was 17 tayears old. | never felt so alone in all
my life and wondered if | was doing the right thing. On the
train out of London, | was sat in a compartment opposite a
long lanky girl in & white mohair coat. We sized each other
up, not saying anything. That girl became my first friend,
her name was Dot Wilson and she came from Liverpool.
We found ourselves in the same barrack room and we both
went on to be Comcen Operators with the Royal Signals.

I was in 2 Company, 5 Platoon and we all wore green
flashes. Sgt Williams was our drill instructor and Cpi Gibson
our room NCO. It was quite a culture shock to be in a
barrack room with 11 other noisy girls all with different
accents. There was no privacy. Most of us in our room
were all destined for the Signals so we all got pretty friendly.
My first night there | decided to go for a bath. Lying there in
a very basic bathroom, | espied a pretty floral container at
the side of the bath. "Great, they even supply talc!" |
thought and so | dried myself off and covered myself in Vim!!
Where did | think | was? - The Hilton? Next day we were
issued with our kit. Dot and | were the only size 7s and were
issued with BROWN shoes. They were obviously ex ATS
shoes left over from the 40s! | thought they were ghastly,
but over the weeks | began to form quite an affectionate
relationship with my "Beetlecrushers" and have never
forgotten how to "bull" them. The weeks flew quickly by with
drill, PT, classroom lessons and endless jabs! Before we
realised it, our passing out parade came and we were on
our way to Catterick Camp for our Signals training. Basic
Training was something | didn't really enjoy. | suffered
terribly from homesickness but Dad was going to eat his
words. | was going to stick it out, no way was | going home
- | would not give him the satisfaction of being right!

24 Signal Regiment, Catterick Camp was the coldest place
| have ever been, but what a social life! The winter of '63
was quite a bad one and | can remember it snowing quite
hard. 1 was at Hooge Lines, Spider 1 Room 1. My NCO
was Cpl Angie Fish. My room mates were Joan McCourt
and Roz Deakin. | remember the weekly room inspections,
standing there with bated breath awaiting the dreaded
arrival of SSgt Botham!! | am sure many signals girls will
remember her. She once entered the room on inspection
and saw, through a tilted dressing table mirror, that | was
smirking. To this day | had no idea why | was smirking,
probably to take my mind off my knocking knees. She made
me stand outside in the corridor like a naughty schoolgirl!

Trade training was interesting. We trained on old
teleprinters in draughty pre-war barrack rooms which had
black stoves and which had been changed into classrooms.
We began our typing training on old black typewriters with
shields so we couldn't see the keys. "Wheels Cha Cha" was
one of the favourite pieces of music we typed to.
Everyone's bell was supposed to ring together, but there
were always a few whose bell rang first or miles behind
everyone else! Mine used to do it often, which brought me
out in hot sweats of embarrassment, | blushed very easily in
those days. Then we were put onto teleprinters, The
Beatles', "Roll over Beethoven" always brings back
memories. We were in mixed classes. We all got on well.
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Many romances occurred at Catterick. | had my moments,
but nothing serious, | had far too much living to do. 1 had
some good nights in the Roundabout Club, it even had a
small bowling alley! In fact | had such a good time at
Catterick, that one day | was hauled in front of the CSM for
not writing home. Mum got fed up with waiting for a letter
and when she didn't receive any, she wrote to the CSM
asking after my welfare and had she ever heard of me? Oh
the embarrassment - | was mortified. The CSM was so nice
and "mumsy" | almost burst into tears. Oh | meant well, |
wrote many letters to Mum with all my news, but 1 just forgot
to post them - so much for homesickness, it had soon worn
offl After that incident, | never forgot to buy stamps again.
I didn't know what Mum would do next, she was capable of
anything! In the end she actually sent me some stamps! |
remember my first weekend home on leave from Catterick.
| walked in the door expecting a huge fuss and there was
Mum in tears. "President Kennedy has been shot - poor
man" was all she could say to me. We all remember what
we were doing on that day.

After my trade training, | was posted to 251 WRAC Signal
Squadron at Fugglestone Camp in Wilton near Salisbury.
In April '64 | arrived there on a sunny Spring day only to
be told not to unpack, | was to spend the night there and
then travel next day on detachment to Aldershot "just for
two weeks". | ended up staying there for the rest of my
UK posting.

What can | say about Aldershot. You either love it or hate
it and | loved it. We were billeted at Mandora Hutments
on Hope Grants Road. We shared with 10 Independent
Coy WRAC. 'Hutments' was a proper description. We
slept in wooden huts with a fire escape door at one end.
This fire escape door came in very handy on occasions.
Many times we used it to sneak out after bed check to go
to parties because we knew where the hole in the fence
was. One time disaster struck. One of the girls
unwittingly locked the door and we couldn't get back in.
We had to sneak around looking for an open window.
That's when we ended up in the OC's office! | worked in
Aldershot Signal Centre. The telephone exchange was
upstairs. | began working days and then went on to
shifts. | worked with Maxine Turner. We worked days,
evenings and night shifts. We used to take hair bleach
with us when we worked nights. After all the work was
done, we used to colour our hair to change our image.
More than once | have gone to work at midnight with
brown hair, and come off duty at 8 the following morning
a blondel!! No one used to bother us when we worked
nights, but if the work was there it was done. | remember
calling a whole battalion of the Parachute Regiment off
Christmas block leave to go to Borneo. | had to send a
telegram to each one.

| had obviously been noticed for promotion and the OC,
Major Ross, sent me on an NCO Cadre Course for 2
weeks in Bicester. Not being a 'regimental' sort of lass, |
didn't really want to go. Reluctantly | went, but failed
miserably after a catalogue of disasters, which included
taking drill. | stopped everyone on the wrong foot and in
the end lost them in the early morning fog and found them
all marking time in a ditch at the other end of the square!
Needless to say, the OC lost faith, my tape went out of the
window and | blew it good and proper. However, not being
a person to brood about things, | eventually decided that |
had outgrown Aldershot and fancied a change. |
approached my OC for an overseas posting. She couldn't
get rid of me fast enough and | was posted to 235 Signal
Squadron {Comcan) in Malta.



Now Malta was a different kettle of fish, | could not believe
my luck. We were based at St David's Barracks in Mtarfa
and | had my own room. We either worked a morning or
an afternoon at the tape relay station, Fort Bingemma. We
all went up there in the back of an army truck, it was a 20
minute drive PPV BHAFRISCINTIFAEOP B We
never worked a full day weekends, it was paradise.
Later | managed to secure the job as PRI clerk on the
camp. | just worked mornings and used to be driven
around the outstations on pay day, collecting money from
everyone for their Sunday papers etc. Occasionally | was
asked to go and do some classified typing for the OC. |
enjoyed Malta and the friends | made there. | am still in
touch with some of them.

Now | am 50 years old plus VAT - { often sit and think
about my happy days in the WRAC and all those
smashing girls | used to know. Where are you? If you
recognise my name, then please write to me. | am a Gran
now and when my little granddaughter is old enough, | will
tell her about my life. | was demobbed in May 1967 with
an exemplary discharge (surprisingly enough!) and
married John Hirst in August 1967. We carried on in the
army until 1976, and we were in Berlin for quite a long
time. But that's another story!!!!

I've a lot to thank my Dad for. If he hadn't have said "you'll
be back home in 2 weeks" | would have gone back home
and missed out on a lot of life!!!!

Contact:Mrs Sue Hirst, 1 Moorland Terrace, Thwaites Brow,
Keighley, West Yorkshire Tel 01535 681094.

LIFE AFTER WRAC
By Kym Regan

Hidden in the depths of the Ministry of Defence's Main
Building in- Whitehall, are 7 former members of the
WRAC who were Data Telegraphists attached to the
Royal Signals.

We were all employed as Communication Officers (COs) by
the Defence Communication Services Agency (DCSA). The
DCA was formed in 1997 and is headed by Maj Gen Tony
Raper as Chief Executive. When we all began our careers
here it was known as the Defence Communication Centre
(DCC) and we were known as Specialist Teleprinter
Operators (STO).

Between us we have 38 years combined service, spanning
from 1964 to 1997.

Anne Ferrier (nee Fossett, nicknamed Floss) served
between 1964 and 1966 at 16 Signal Regiment Krefeld
Germany. She is the exception to all of us, having
undertaken her basic training at Lingfield; the remainder of
us trained at Guildford. However, all of our trade training
took place at Catterick. Anne has been a Communications
Officer with MOD since 1989.

Sandra (Sadie) Joseph served between 1975 and 1981
at 16 Signal Regiment in Rheindahlen, 239 Signal
Squadron York and Queen's Gurkha Signal Squadron
Hong Kong. She has been a Communications Officer
with MOD as a Duty Communications Manager since
leaving the WRAC in 1981.

Kym Regan (nee Cooper) served from 1984 to 1988 at 16
Signal Regiment Bielefeld, 656 Signal Troop Lubbecke
and 10 Signal Regiment/243 Signal Squadron Wilton.
She has been a Communications Officer in System
Support with MOD since leaving the WRAC in 1988.

Ann Todd (also known as Toddy, married name Boylan)
served from 1979 to 1986 at 241 Signal Squadron, then
based at Donnington, and at16 Signal Regiment
Bielefeld. She has been a Communications Officer with
MOD since 1987.

Jackie Adam served from 1975 to 1981 at 10 Signal
Regiment Wilton, Searcher duties in Belfast, Queen's
Gurkha Signal Squadron Hong Kong and 10 Signal
Regiment Aldershot. Jackie was in the very first enrolment
of WRAC Junior Leaders. She has been a Communications
Officer in System Support with MOD since 1981.

Gill Adcock (Nee Lancaster) served from 1974 to 1978 at 16
Signal Regiment Bielefeld, Searcher duties in Belfast,
Queen's Gurkha Signal Squadron Hong Kong and 10 Signal
Regiment Aldershot. She has been a Communications
Officer with MOD since 1979.

Nikki Hunt (nee Bailey) served from 1988 to 1997 at 16
Signal Regiment Krefeld & Bielefeld, 15 Signal Regiment NI
and HQ LANDCENT Heidelberg Germany. She is the
newest member here and has been a Communications
Officer with MOD since 1998.

So, if there are any readers who would like to renew old
friendships as a result of knowing where we are now, we
can be contacted:

c/o DCSA London, Room C/13, MOD Main Building,
Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Further to LIFE IN THE WRAC in the 1950s by J James
(ex-W/387478)
By Janet James (ex-W388700)

When | first read the heading of J James's letter in Lioness
No. 1 this year, | began to wonder whether | had been lead-
ing a double life. Could | really have forgotten the first 6
months service in 1954...or that posting to Egypt etc? Well,
perhaps not, but it seemed just too much of a coincidence
to let Mrs James's letter go by without following up her piea
for more letters from ex-WRAC members.

| arrived at Guildford in January 1955 (anyone else from Cpl
Queripel's platoon out there?). After a rather chilly 6 weeks
or so spent on basic training (I recall a fair amount of snow
that winter) | was posted to Shoeburyness, there to join the
17th Indep Coy WRAC and become, in the fullness of time,
an Experimental Assistant Gunnery (EAG).

An extra bonus was the fact that 17 Coy was an all NCO
unit. | understood that the reason for this was, in fact, very
prosaic...we were always under strength so there were
always enough stripes to go around once we had passed
our trade test. (Those were the days | think!).

My motives for joining the Army were a little unclear, but cer-
tainly travel (preferably of the foreign kind, of course), and
having an "outdoor job" were among them. | certainly suc-
ceeded in the latter ambition but, alas, not in the former.
Never in our wildest dreams could Southend be called ‘for-
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gign parts’, the more especially to one who in any event
cama from the London area. [Even one trial on Salisbury
Plain would be pushing the definition a li#le), But it really did
nat matter: | was just so thrilled o be (hene.

Much af L ;
uch ol our HWE§ mmﬁWWWW?ﬁﬁfgs

vation posts along the s . or at the vamous

frown wehich firing trials were laking place. The hours tended
to be irregular depending very often on the state of the ide
tliring took place over the sea), of indeed, the state of the
weathar. .somealimes wa aven needed i o rain!

Cwr monthly Saturday morning assaufts on Ragimeantal Drill
training sessions were enough to break the heart of even
tha most lolerant and understanding CEM, la wa wore not
exactly the best marching unit in the WRAC, The wire fenc-
ing along one side of the Parade ground came under attack
on more than ane oocasion when the frond half of the squad
déd not hear the order 1o “about-tum® in time e avert close
collisions of the marching kind., | recall one Armistice Day
parade for which we really had trained most earnesty and
diid ourselves proud on the march o church, anly o ba total-
Iy confused in the subsequent march past, by the Southend
Urited Foolball Supporters Band suddenly breaking inlo a
waltz Immedigiely behind us. The ensuing resulis were
really too dreadiul to bear thinking about,  Our imeplitude at
drill was explained away (by us) as baing due to the fact that
Wi WEFE & CwOrking unit, and indeed we did recelve exira
fruit and chocolate bars in our sandwich lunches becauss of
thig,..z0 it was said, Thus, (we said), our pronties were on
tha rangas and nat on tha drill square, no doubl much to tha
chagrin of the company admin section

The EAGE really did seem to lead & separaie e fram the
adrun stall, and tha latter wara, il seamad, rarely able 1o

venture out io, or be par of, the wordd of heavy duty gun-
nery, radar, stop-watch iming and the lika. We did nat even
wear the same working uniform.  For practical reasons of
safely, khakl would have been sell defeating on the ranges
50 we wora navy blue slacks and jacksts in order to be
Cleary visible,

Sadly, by the time | arrived al Shooburyness, forage caps
had been phased oul and the wbiquitous navy blue berst
had arived. Much disappointment all round?

Thanks to the stering efforis of some of our successors af
Shogburynass, (wha | beligva by the 80s had the indigni-
ty of being known simply as the WRAL detachment'), we
have had 4 I:‘-'J':'El-l'l-.’.'lﬂcl}ulfpI ra=urdon waalk-ands. The mos
recent took place in October 1990 when we were able to
revigit some of the sites of our former giores, including
that sall sama Parada ground, now looking sadly forlom
and abandoned. 40 years on and there had been more
tham a few changes; tha firing ranges now are but a shad-
ow of their former selves and Horseshoe Barracks no
longar occupied. But tha memarnias linger an and il was a
fascinating visit, It was good to see that from my genera-
tion (1955 - 1857}, we had managed 1o rack down a
dozen or 50 of us fo engage in many reminiscencas about
thosa mes. (e hope (o meel again in 2001 )

Well, | may nol have enpoyed foreign travel from
Shosburyness, bul | would nol have missed thoass threa
years for anything. | was even able to make good the frav-
el amission afler a couple of years in civey Straet, | ook
the ex-services exam and |oined the Civil Servica and
speant the naxl 30 odd yaars working and travelling both al
home and abroad. But that, as they say, is ancthar
slory......|

W 2

NAAST

Every penny Naafi makes is reinvested into its shops and
clubs to improve the quality of facilities and services or
returned in the form of a dividend.

Serving the Services and their families Worldwide.
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Life In The Army Today

THE GAP YEAR COMMISSION (GYC)

By Miss Caroline Orlebar
PDF Compressor Free Version
This is a scheme run by the Army that gives the opportunity
for young people taking a year out between school and
university to sample and enjoy Army life and be paid.
Recently | came to the end of such a year. It was an
incredible experience. One in which | was challenged and
rewarded with greater magnitude than | have previously
experienced and am unlikely to again. | took part in
numerous challenging pursuits, often only acquired in a
lifetime of serving in the British Army. | had fantastic fun and
have minimal regrets.

In July 1997 | left Roedean School, Brighton with a place at
Sandhurst and a deferred place at University. | had four
months to recover from the strain of A levels and to get fit.
On 31 October, much to everybody's amazement | joined
the Army. No one had underestimated the physical and
mental stamina that was required throughout a month long
Officer Training at Sandhurst. Such intensity made normal

life highly pleasurable. Zero previous military knowledge-

and experience only added to the challenge. | learnt
infantry tactics, how to shoot and clean firearms, how to be
meticulous and punctual, how to survive with minimal sleep
and how to run long distances with excessive weight. It was
a challenging course. | left having learnt much more than
they thought | had.

By the end of November, rather alarmingly, | was a
commissioned officer. Being sponsored by the Royal
Signals, | was then off to Blandford for a week long Troopies'
course. Here the network of comradeship the Army thrives
upon became established. | met newly commissioned
'proper' Officers, some of whom | would meet up with later
and who would be of unconditional support. | was introduced
to the signalling side of the Army and to Mess life. It was
great fun. | was extremely lucky to subsequently be posted
to 16 Signal Regiment JHQ, Germany. With their unstinting
patience and generosity | continued my Army experience. |
acted the officer role as any might without the long formal
training. It was a challenge to be on the commanding side of
the fence having been at school for so long. We would go
on 4-mile fun runs, fancy dress runs and have numerous
parties. Still constantly mildly challenging. Christmas came
as a welcome break.

In January the signal side came into action. | acted as OC
MAN Troop and to the best of my ability waded through first
sight files in order to put my input into the system. The
Ptarmigan Network - the one 16 Signal Regiment operates,
was - but for an hour at Blandford - totally unfamiliar. |
acquired a shady overall knowledge as | was informed at
length about how each vehicle fitted in to the larger
communication network.

'‘Get away as much as possible,’ a fellow Second
Lieutenant told me on my arrival. Nobody could have
anticipated to what extent | would follow this advice.

February saw me in Igls, Austria participating in the unusual
sport of Skeleton Bob-sleighing. | have written a piece on
the specific sensations of Bob-sleighing which was
published in The Wire (June 1998). They had my sights on
the Winter 2002 Olympics. An exciting dream, but | was off
to University the following October and the training would
have coincided. This sport is to be recommended to those

who can cope with a fast, white, frosty and potentially
dangerous ice slide and can give a decent sprint start.

March was punctuated with Basic Winter Training in
Bavaria. | learnt lessons in skiing, winter and socia!
survival. | had some spectacular falls and witnessed blissful
views. It was a snowy wonderland in southern Germany.

April in its entirety was spent on infantry exercise in Cyprus.
Everything I learnt at Sandhurst was reinforced to my great
satisfaction. | particularly enjoyed the use of a variety of
firearms, live and blank, and the parading along the sandy
paths in Cyprus. The people, weather, scenery and
exercise made this month highly memorable. | was also
able to visit Egypt, on R and R, during my stay.

May and | was floating. First came a fortnight jumping out
of an aeroplane at Lippspringe in Germany. This was
followed by a further fortnight of paragliding - walking off a
mountain. The former was an exhilarating experience, the
latter, a relatively peaceful glide down to earth.

End June-early July, | was improving my limited skill at
kayaking in the South of France. | spent a stunning three
weeks of camping. The weather was unbelievable and the
cool, glacial waters were crystal clear. | capsized frequently
which was terrifying.

On returning from that trip, | thought it was about time to
further my sporting prowess at tennis. | entered the Army
Championships at Aldershot from where | was picked to
play for the Army at Wimbledon in August. The first day |
played on clay, the second on the famous grass courts. [t
was a great thrill.

| had only one more thing to achieve and that was to
organise my own expedition. Scuba diving was an
adventure training activity | had not yet attempted, so |
chose to take a group of 12 diving off Gibraltar at the end of
August. After sporadic weekly training in the Blue Pool at
JHQ, Germany, | had acquired BSAC novice level.
Gibraltar was an ideal location; superb for diving, steeped in
military history and using the pound sterling as currency.
We lived aboard a boat and dived at numerous sites of
wrecks. All the party came back having achieved at least
BSAC Sport.

By mid September, | had two weeks to go before starting at
University. After watching the film 'Saving Private Ryan', the
Officers and SNCOs of 16 Signal Regiment departed for an
educational trip to Normandy to study the 1944 Landings. It
was too good an opportunity to miss, so blow the pre-
university reading, | was off again. This proved to be an
excellent 4-day send off. | learnt loads of very interesting
history and it was a highly worthwhile 'resettlement’' course
back into academic and civilian life.

I am now working very hard studying Chemistry at
Somerville College, Oxford and often think back to the fun |
had in the Army. | recommend the Gap Year Commission
to any fit, enthusiastic person and challenge them to better
my experiences. | am grateful to the Army for giving me
such a splendid opportunity.

This article has been reproduced by kind permission of the
Editor of The Wire.
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MEMORIES OF KOS0V0
BY WOIl LIZ KEMP who is PA 1o General Jackson
(Commander ARRC} and a member al Heretard Branch

Last year was an extremely busy fime for the ACE Rapid

glﬁfl::';tgﬁ;?wﬁugrgéﬂjfs a wes a:t %&Yﬂﬁ@ﬁma

Macedonia last April. ITwas prethy typical, my husband had
just returned from Komonova that Friday, and | flew out on
Sunday, Stll we had a weekend togethar!! The flight ot
from Bruggen took almost 24 hours. Owr Hercules almost
blew up on take-off and we had to make an emergency axil.
| was shouted at by the load master for trying 1o save the
box containing the General's leaspoons. & good starl,

Cur base in Macedonia was an old shos factory in Skopje.
When | arrived it was stll being tumed inic a workable
headquarters. It was extramaly dusty and hot, We lved in
tents sob up on the first fioor of the factory, squashing people
up as we arrived. Returming o vour tent &t night reguired a
torch and excellent co-ordination and bearings as it was
pifch Black and there were aboul 30 large tenis quite close
together. As you were going fo sleep, you could usually
hear somecna tipping ower and cursing, We had no hot
water for a while, but at least we had water and the food was
axcellent. The ablutions were scarce and shared, bul you
could sling your towed aver the door [0 ensure thal no one
wollkd walk in. A pair of flip-flops ware a must. Walking to
the showers in your PJ's became the norm

We all worked extramaly bng hours, however we could watch
thie Generals TV when he was owt and, most importantly,
usually managed o gel to the bar before last orders. The
local beer was wickedly strong, | had a few headaches,

The one evant | shall mever forgel was the plight of the
refugees during the Easter Weekernd. The Macedonian
border became overwhelmed with refugees from Kosowo,
women and chikdren ware strandad, sxhausiod with no feod
or water. The Army sel up relugese camps and provided
fond. | vished one of these camps, it was huge. One child
held my hand, and we handed out sweets.

After about 4 weeks | returmed to JHG and deploved back out
to Skopje in May, this ime my husband came out oo, It
seamed as though we wowsd be stuck in Skopje for a long
time, Eventually on June the Sih the Miitary Technical
Agreement (MTA} was signed, During this time, | was left to
man the office, it was bedlam, all telephones ringing at once.
Communication was quite difiicult, and there wera a few
tense moments. As we were walching the General entering
the tent on TV, a call came from the office of the Suprame
Allied Command Europs (SACEUR) to say that the General
must speak to SACEUR before the talks bagan! Meadless to
say, all means of communication were engaged. However,
we succeeded in getiing & message through o the Military
Assistant (MA), and | aged about 10 years!!!

On June 1he 12th Kosowo Force (KFOR) entarad Kosovo, il
seemed as though all that waiting was now worthwhile and
wa could get on with our job. | fiew out tha following evening
in & Chinook to the newly siluated Tactical Headguariers
(TAC) just outside Pristing. This was to ensura the
Ganeral's communications and our offices (s Ioose termi)
were all set up. The flight was an experience, | had all my
kit, plus a lap fop, which | clung on to as we flew exiremely
fast in @ zig-zag pattern with the tail gate open inbo Kosowe
Whan we arrived, it was pitch black, one of the General's
bodyguards divectad the Chinook with his torch. Faor some
unknown reason we had red fracer being fired at us as wa
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Dad's Army.
Mum's Army.
Kid's Army.
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landed. My husband was already there, he had been part
of the convoy which took almost 24 hours to arrive by road.
He had no idea that | was on the flight until he saw me
stagger off clutching all my kit. 1t was lovely to see him.

TAC consistemi%mpgp@ﬁ% Wéae}[g%fc?r@ was

marvellous after being cooped up in the shoe hat
was however, until it rained a couple of days later, and
everything and everybody got drenched and covered in
mud. | have a picture of the ADC wringing out the General's
smock which accidentally got left outside his wagon. The
females' tent floor had a river running through it, and
although we had our Gore-Tex liners for our sleeping bags
it was quite disconcerting to go to sleep with the rain
dripping on you through the canvas. This also made your
kit damp in the morning, and uncomfortable to wear for the
first few minutes.

The incentive to get up was a big fat girl's breakfast. The
field kitchen provided excellent rations, mostly consisting of
boil in the bag burger and beans for the first couple of days,
then followed by normal food like rhubarb crumble and
custard - excellent. We had no shower facilities apart from
a segregated female washing area, where you filled up your
bowl! from the puffing billies, trying to avoid the men shaving,
and washed everything from this bowl. | had the advantage
of having small feet and being able to stand in the bowl,
(unlike Penny, the Chief of Staff's PA), which caused great
amusement. The port-a-loos were not particularly pleasant,
and | found the trick was to light a cigarette before entering
and closing the door. A few people started smoking for this
reason!!! It is amazing how long you can hold your breath
for. However, although we had electricity, this did not
extend to the use of my hairdryer so | just tied my hair back
into a tiny pigtail (no time to be vain).

| had to take some documents back to the Shoe Factory.
This was an ideal opportunity to have a shower and drop off
everyone's washing. We flew by helicopter. We went via all
the Brigade areas. It was a really interesting flight, Kosovo
is a beautiful country. The pilot flew tactically with the side
door open - it was brilliant but what a disappointment later,
when the pilots flew at a normal sedate pace.

We were at TAC for about 14 days, before moving to an old
film studio in Pristina, which was nicknamed 'Film City'. The
novelty of TAC had by this time worn off and it was great to
work inside a building with air conditioning and, most
importantly, plug sockets for my hairdryer. We still slept in
tents, but were given wooden floors which unfortunately
attracted mice. It was a must-to check your sleeping bag
before going to sleep. Our tents were set amongst trees and
it was quite picturesque, the cookhouse had tree stumps for
seats. Portable shower units were set up and for the first time
for over a week | had a hot shower, it was marvellous.

Our office was pretty makeshift to begin with. We had a
plasterboard wall, which separated the PA's office from the
main KFOR conference Room, which was where all the
important meetings were held. We usually had an officer
banging on the wall to stop us from laughing too loudly, so
had to shush everyone who came into our office. We found
it impossible 1o keep quiet, as our small room was usually
filled with the General's bodyguards, signallers and drivers.

| went out with the General's driver on a couple of his recces
into Pristina and the surrounding areas. At first Pristina
appeared deserted, with some bomb damage, and PARA's
patrolling the streets. Only a few shops were open but didn't
appear to have any goods for sale. From our office we had

full view of the city and watched as, gradually, more lights
came on in the houses as people returned. The picture
shows the Front Office staff, and the view of the city from the
roof top of Film City. | have been told to add here how good
looking my Military Advisor (MA) is, he is the one standing
to the right of General Jackson.

We soon settled into a daily routine at Film City and we had
many visitors to see the General during this time. | met
Prince Charles, Tony Blair and George Robertson amongst
others. Most importantly we had a date that we would be
coming home. A laundry contract was set up (we had been
washing our kit and smalls by hand), we had a tiny shop,
(which sold melted chocolate), pay facilities, a decent gym,
plus a bar which sold beer. We still worked long hours, but
set up our TAC TV and video in the office and swapped films
with the Signals. The ADC usually donated a bottle of wine
most evenings, and | kept in touch with my friends via the
internet. The days seemed to fly by - work and meals
broken up by Sunday routines which meant a lie in until
0900 hrs, what a luxury. .

The downside to Film City was that the water was
intermittent to say the least plus we had many power cuts,
due to the damage caused by the bombing raids. | often
used my Laptop in candle light. You would walk to the
showers in the morning to find the water off again, and have
to wash outside the tent with a bottle of water and some "wet
wipes". Our office was filled with bottles of water, just in
case, and most mornings Mick the driver and | would wash
up the cups in a fire bucket as the water was off again. We
didn't have the luxury of a hoover, so we would brush the
offices with a broom and make it even more hot and dusty

At the end of August John and | had 2 weeks Rest and
Recuperation (R&R). On our return, KFOR started
preparing for the handover to the next Headquarters -
LANDCENT. Soon | was making the brews in the morning
and saying 10 days and a breakfast to go. The weather
thankfully started getting cooler. On the last day, | went with
the MA and ADC to the General's final press conference
and then we took off by helicopter from Pristina Stadium to
Pristina Airport, to fly back on the Queens Flight. | had two
glasses of champagne and fell asleep, in fact nearly all of us
did!!! It was, of course, brilliant to be going home.

These are my own personal recollections of our deployment.
It was, of course, an honour to work for the most famous
General since Montgomery. We still reminisce in the office
about me blow drying my hair each morning in the office at
Film City, and being caught most mornings by the General,
who would always make his own brew as he said "a lady
should never be interrupted when doing her hair".

(Editor's note: The picture referred to in the text is on the
back cover of this edition)

OVERSEAS PAYMENTS

Please note that in future, all payments for subscriptions,
postage and memorabilia will only be accepted
in Sterling. Please ask your bank for a Money
Order or Stering Cheque.

We regret to have to impose this restriction, but due to
the vagaries of exchange rates, the majority of overseas
payments fall significantly short of the amount due.
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Gunners Corner

WESTMINSTER FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE

Each year at the IVGS QAL SQIFKINGE AR THAOMnce
by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Clueen Mother a small
group of ax-members of 504(M) HAA Bly RA mesl

The first photo shows some of us with other members of
Greatar London Branch, WRAC Association at the 1939
gathering, and the second shows the way we werg!

THE THREE ROOQKIES
Joyee Barran, Ning Garahom inde Pieth, Betty Deeny
(e Monbrun) taken ot Blandford, Dorset 1594 1-1942
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Dipes anyone remamber the bleakness of that cold, windy
place? It was so0 cold | had frostbitten ankles and hands
cracked with chilblaing. My mother's parcals ware full of
calcium tablets and chilblain creams, efc

It was al Blandford thal we learmed all about the Instruments
which directed the guns, aircralfl recognibion, atc and 5o
misch marching drill that some wondered of what
importance this was to the war effort.  Our shorl, bad
tempered {are there any other sortl) drill sergeant (male)
wondered if fraining females was whal he had joned up forl!
However, all this discipling moulded us into S04{M) HAA
Bly. 144 Regt RA where we lound such greal camaraderie
that it lasts to this day. We look back to our army days with
greatl pride and warmth,

Mrz E J Deeny (née Monbrun)
4 Flindell Drive, Bramiord, Ipswich, Sufiolk P8 4ES

GUNMERS IN EUROPE
By Mrs P M Jefferis, 5 Collins Court, Chideock, Bridpor,
Dorset OTH 6HS

With refarence fo your appeal in the centre pages of the
January adition of Livness, | enclose a pewspapes cutting in
the hope that somebody may recognise themsalvas.

Ag W2B3063 Private Jollay, | servad as a GL girl wilh 476
Baltery 137 Regiment RA. We were stationed at Hendon,
Morth London and then wanl 10 Brussals 1o relieve an all
miake battery who moved nearer the front ling, We then want
to Moerbeka, near Anbwerp and had o wikd days in Ghent
on WE Day and VE Day plus ong. Thean, as the phato
shows, we wera flown up to Hamburg where we wera under
canvas and our job was to grease and prepare transpost
lorrigs lor their shipment back home. Meedless to say there
was little enthusiasm for the pob!

Editors Maota: Unforfunalely we were unabWe fo prind s
pholograph owing fo the guatty of the news prind,

515 (M) HAA BTY RA

I have enclosed a pholograph of 515 (M) HAA Bly BA at the
'Pradictor at Practice Camp in Sherringham, Morfolk 1943-
4. We went twice to Sherringham and once o Panarth
Camp serving mainly in Bristod and the South East Coast




This photograph was taken by 'Pathe News' 1943 or 44 in
Sherringham. [t was shown at all the Cinemas at the time.

We all enjoyed the Cardiff week-end especially the March
Past which had shades of a Carry On Film - great fun!

, PDF Compressor Free Version
Lily Cropper nee Healey
4 Pleasent Street, Walshaw, Bury, Lancs.

93rd SEARCHLIGHT REGIMENT, RA

Several of the ladies of the 93rd Searchlight Regiment
met for our annual re-union in Derby. Staying, by mutual
agreement, in the same hotel as last year, we were
greeted as friends.

On the Sunday, we had a coach and visited Chatsworth
House. What a lovely day that was. The sun shone all the
time and it was lovely and warm, almost too good to be true.

Chatsworth House was delightful, with lots of lovely
treasures. Very nice gardens but a little too early for them
to be at their best.

Whilst | was walking round the house, a gentleman
attendant stopped and asked me what the letters on my
blazer pocket stood for. When | explained about the "one
and only" all female Service, he was overcome and
explained he had always wanted to meet an ATS girl.
During the war he was piloting a badly damaged Lancaster
Bomber, hoping to get back to base without loss of life,
when suddenly, a searchlight homing beacon came on and
led him safely home. Any searchlight girl reading this will
know exactly what this meant to him and to us.

After Chatsworth House, we travelled on to spend a few
hours in Bakewell. A very interesting village and also
very popular.

We now look forward to our next re-union in 2001. Possibly
a bit farther south.

| was an ATS Intercept Operator at Beaumanor Y
station in WW2, and | have written a book about it. The
book called “England Needs You” the story of
Beaumanor Y station WW2, will be out on 10 April
2000. At present it is covered on the Internet: -
http://www.garatshay.org.uk/englandneeds and | am
being interview on 10 April 2000 by Leicester Radio.

This very secret work carried out by specially selected
ATS girls has never been covered. The book takes you
back to WW1 and how the Y service started and covers
the setting up of MI8. It tells how we covered the German
networks, our equipment, how we were recruited and how
we lived and kept secret our work at the Intercept Station.

Mrs Joan Nicholls, 5 Hilldale Road, Cheam, Surrey
SM1 2JA.

England Needs You
The Story of Beaumanor Y Station WW2

ISBN 0-9538186-0-8
Price per book: £17.50 plus £3.00 p&p

I would like to order ...................... copies of te book and
enclose a cheque for £ ...............

Made payable to ‘Joan Nicholls’. (Please note, | can
only accept sterling).

Name: ..., Telephone NO: .......ooovceceniinee

Mrs Joan Nichols
51 Hillaale Road, Cheam, Surrey SM1 2JA

GIFT AID DONATIONS IN RESPECT OF
THE WRAC ASSOCIATION
(Reg No 206184)
and
THE ATS AND WRAC BENEVOLENT FUND
(Reg No 247793)

Since 6 April 2000, Deeds of Covenant have been
replaced by Gift Aid as a means of giving to charity.

® If you are a UK Taxpayer, you can make a Gift Aid
Declaration when you make a donation to charity.
By making such a delcaration, the receiving charity
can reclaim any tax you have paid on your donation.
This will give the Association or the Benevolent Fund
an extra 28p for every £1 you donate.

@ Gift Aid Declarations may be written or given orally
over the telephone.

@ |f your circumstances change and you no longer pay
tax on your income and/or capital gains at least
equal in amount to the tax that the charity reclaims,
you should cancel your declaration.

@® You can cancel the declaration at any time simply by
notifying us that you wish to do so. If an oral
declaration is cancelled within 30 days from the date
on which written confirmation is sent, it will be as if
the oral declaration had never been made.

® |If you are a higher rate taxpayer, you can claim
further tax relief in your Self-Assessment Tax Return.

® If you are unsure whether or not your donations
qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, please contact the
Association HQ on 01962 887570 or ask your local
tax office for leaflet IR 113 Gift Aid.

@ Please notify the Association HQ of any change of
address.
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Where are you now?

Mrs Christine Powell (Née STREET) W/397710
Enlisted Wohrerhampton 1957 - 1960
PDF Compressor Free Version
I have recently joined the WRAC Association, Wohserhampton
Branch which iz mostly made up of ATS ladies, but thay
are & lovely group whom | enjoy meeting every month
In Woharhampdon.

How | enjoyed reading my first ‘Lionass’. To my surprise and
dealight | found the Vice Chairman of the WHRAC Association
Council was my former Commanding Officer Coloned Ann
Clisset whom | had worked for at CAD Kineton,

My WRAC senice stared in 1957 on October 230d training at
Crugen Elizabeth Camp, Gulldford, which | engoyed vary much,

After my basic training | was posted 1o Wolvarly Camp,
Kidderminster as a Telephona Orderly, | worked in the
Admin office for 10 months,

My nexi posting was to CAD Kineton in Wanmickshine,
There | was upgraded o Clerk and worked in the Admin
Office. | inished my three years service at this camp, | metl
my present husband there while he was on National Sendos
and we marred in 1961, It will be our Ruby Wedding
Anniversary next year,

The Passing Out Parade photograph may bring back a few
memornies for some of the girs if they are on the photograph,

| would love to hear from anyvone who remembers me as
I et some wonderlul friends while serving in the WRAC,

Contact: Mrs C Powell, 387 Harden Road, Walsall WS3 1RAR

JOYCE LIBIAN and DORIS HARDIMNG

Mrs Ciare Euston served in the ATSMWRAC from 1946-1950,
She was a RAPC Clark at Lescestor and later n Londaon, whene
sha mel her husband, & Grenadier, He died young, and she
also lost & daughter. She now haz only a son, who is blind.

She would very much like to gel in touch with bwo fnends
frorm her Army days:

Joyee Libian, then of Woolwich
Daris Harding, then of Cambridge

Her acdress is. Garside House, 151 Regency Street,
London, SW1 44H
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SUSAN WICKERT

I am looking for Susan Wickert who marred (Jock) Phillip
CrDonnell in Wellington 1988, Father was deceased prior to
1967, mother German; sster Elizabeth worked on the
airlines, Las! seen 1971 Feb. She had one daughter, known
as Tracy and the home address was Ewell Surrey. Thay
went to Calla, | think in the 70z,

P also intérested to hear from anyvone who may recall me
froam '87-T0 at COD Donnington,

I've found Jennifer Proud who was 8 Geordie and now
settled in Yeowil,

Murigl MoJannett (known as Polly Pamrett LCpl 432536)
Adams Castle, Motts Mill, Groombridge, Tunbridge Wells,
Kant TN3 8PF

WHO REMEMBERS "SHORTY" PARR?

I am hoping that someone oul there remembears me from my
service days al WRAC Delachment, Wilton Park, Beaconsfield

| was then Pte W/376448 Jean Parr. | was siationed thers
from August 1852 to May 1955. My nickname was ‘Shorty’
beng only 41 11ins tall. | have a lof of happy memonies of my
sarvice days and | would love fo hear from ameone who was
staticned thers, also ko renew old friendships in padicular,
Audrey Clewes, Betty Brown, Margaret Quinn, Paggy
Mchally, just to name a few. | hope that someona recognises
iy narme &% | am in touch with one gil Pauline Yeo who lives
in Mew Zealand. Many thanks to Lioness for thal. Plaase carry
on your good work, | really leak forward to gefting it to read,

Jean Davidson (nea Ple Parr)
15 Glenridding Walk, Whitehaven, Cumbria CAZ28 BSJ

WERE YOU IN THE Y SERVICE

After reading the kst Lioness | recebved, | suddenly realised
Ihat you may be able o do somelhing for me that | have
wanted to do for many years,

| was in the ¥ Service betwasn 1943 and 1944, trabned af
Douglas, lsle of Man and was with 32 Squadron with fhe
nicest girls one could ever wish to meet. | am |n towch with
Irie Passmore but | have kos! touch with the others and
would dearly love fo hear from them.




We were stationed in "Almeda® Hotel at Douglas and this
pholo was aken on the front steps of it Sikting on tha wall
starting from the top is Sheila Adams, who hailed from
Buenos Aires, in front of Sheila iz Pal. Top Step: Lefl 1o
Right, Winnie Dowkes, Margaret Lewis. Joan Braed. Next
Step Down: PP P-@mpiedior Fred Véasigawn:
Thelma ([Clarke} Snyder. Bellom Slep: Barbara
{Chapman) Smith and Enid (Jones) Burgess. Sg1 Quas
taught us how to march and was really our Triend]

We were eventually posted 1o vanous places on operaflions.
| was sent 1o Harrogate with Barbara and Enid, and we were
thara undil the erd of the war and some time after, | have
been to 8 number of re-unions but did not mest up with
aryarne from our Sguad,

brs Thelma SNYDER, 7620 SE 114th Lin. Balleview FL 34420

4T AA BDE SIGMALS - 1542-1845

The photographs were taken n 1942 at Tenmcods, Lavant,
Chichestar.

Siella Burgess

We ware al 47 AA Bde Signals from 1942-1945.

Wa wondered if armybody might recognesa ws.

I remember Elizabeth Blowers, 5gi Houston, Ena
Camplbell, Jo and Margaret cypher clerks, Gladys Hatman,
Karian, D Halden.

Later wa weare billeted at Weathnovie, a large house with a
butler, cook and maids. We just slept on the top floor.
Happy days!

iacys Thrower and friend

Mrs Gladys Throwar (known as Penmy Wakefiald)
17 Tumer Road, Morwich, NR2 4HD Noralk

WERE YOU AT GUILDFORD IN MAY 19527

| woulld lowve o hear from anyone who was in 3 Platoon
Mumber 1 Company at WRAC Depof, Queens Camp,
Giuildford May 1952. | still have tha Platoan Photdo. | went an
Iz Thialural Barracks, Lishum, Norhem lretand and would
like to hear from amyone who remambers me, | worked in
Squadron Oifice.

M C Ligdiard (nee Crissie Power) (W1376129)
14 Melson Road, Daybrook, Mottingham, NGS 6JE

I DO NOT THIMEK | HAVE CHANGED!

| have recently joined the Association, and intend to go to
the 2000 Re-wnbon in Cardiff,

My service days as plotter and radar operator were spent af
Meath, 5 Wales, Manorbiar, 5.Walas. Headquartars Naval
Cperations Plymouth, Morth Weald Fighter station,
Felizatows and Taurton betwaen 19421946,

| hope someona will recognise me afler 55 years, | cannot
have changed that much!
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Laft to Right Back Row: Stella Gosson, Ena Waits,
Marjorie Leggett, Clare Honnaford, Joyee Smith,
Beryl Williems, Philiz Grimshaw

We were a close knit team, lovely companions, and | have
many maora nameas collected in my ravels,

This is the start of an adventure and | am looking forward 1o
staying at Jury's Hotel ¥/8 April,

Mrs Ena Harding (nee Wafts)
52 Penrhyn Avenue, Olkringtan, Middieton, Lancs M24 1EQ

Editor's Mote: | hope you found the Re-union enjoyable
and you managed to find some obd Irands.

MTTC ATS CAMBERLEY 19408

Does anyona recognise herself in the group photograph
taken in the early 1940s at the Molor Transport Training
Cantra ATS Camberley?

The other photo Is of mysall and my best friend Tossa
Richards. | cannot remember why we were not in the group,
possibly on leave,

Tessa was a telephonist and | was a pay clerk &t Mulroy -
Mumber 3 Coy.

Jurior Commander Mildred was my officer, | often wonder
about her, Tessa and | were reunited through a request
fefter to-a magazine aller 55 yaars,
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I am vary much hoping o gel a lelter from anyone who
knew s,

Mrs Barbara Hurford {nee Stanley [Stan])
Tha Hollies, 49 Park End, Langstone, Mewport, 5 Wakes
P18 2MA

AMNMNE C HUGHES {nee TYLER)

Does anybody remember Mrs Anne C Hughes (nee Tylar)
who served with FANY as an Ambulance Driver for two
years on the South Coast and then In Ack Ack In East
London, She was later Commissioned as a Subaltern.

Please contact: Eileen Sullivan, 37 Goodwin Road, Slough
SL2 2ET

Raferdng to the latter from Grace Shreeve in Katoomba,
MEW, Ausiralia: | too spotied the leter from Barbara
Michaels/Parks in the 19002 ssue, She did nol give an
address, 50 | wrote to her care of Headguarters who kindly
torwarded my missive on to her. We have subseguently
exchanged letters and phone calls, ard we look lorward fo
mesting again al the Cardifl ra-unian,

| am im fouch with several lormer mambers of 4 independant
Company, namely Jodie Renwick from Company Office,
“Shemy” Bartlett (who is also in Oz). Daphne Lloyd, Eddie
Fridd {married names), Pat Cole and Patsy Craig. In fact wa
have a small 4 Coy re-union every year at either the UG or
the Victory Club,

Two pecple | would love to contact are Beatrice “Johnnig®
Walker and Muriel Mullingr, who were both in GHO Signals, |
went out to Singapore with Johinnéa and flew back with Buriel
- the last time | saw them was at my wedding in Oclober
1953. Whare are you girls? | also have a unit photograph of
# Coy, laken on the side road, down basida thea "huts” (o
billets). | admit | do not remember it being taken - must have
baan oul on the town the night before, so | have no idea of
the date it was taken. Lots of faces are recognisable, Mary
Frecklaton, Rita MacGill, Peggy Apps, Lian Brearey and
Mim Perrict, from the Channal Iskands, to mention just a few,
| could probably name more if | put my mind o it

| agree with your correspondent who says we ex-WHAC
must in effect get our act logether, to keap the



Azzociation alve, We sadly do not have guite the same
Imcentves as the girs who served during the war, bul we
still had plenty of comradeship and pride in our Corps,
Yo have andy 1o altend the WRAC Dinner Club funclions
I be assured of that.
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Madge O Evans (nee Grundy) (W/3E3015, Clerk GD BiI -
HQ Eastern Command & GHO FarELF - 1950-1953)
15 Labumum Grove, Luton, Beds LU3 20W

DRIVING AND RIDING

I would very much like fo hear from some very good friends
| had in the ATS, namely Natalie Amold, Nina Goodrich and
Elizabeth Keys who was at school with me and akso at
Ossirgion Hall,

| joined up in Decembser 1939, was seni to irain at
Salidean and then posted to Margate where | worked in
the OHficers’ Mess for six months. | was then sent o
Hereford Drrivers’ Training School where | passed the
course and was then posted to 932 Coy RASC Winthorpe
Hall mear Mawark. By then | was a Staff Car Driver (1si
Class). | was transterred to Ossington Hall, loaned to 932
Biy RA rear Leeds, then Claxton Hall and back to
Winthorpa. Thare | had o do convoy driving from Hull to
Dover by ambulance, evacuating owr troops from
Cwnkirk. | was dischargad from the ATS in 1945 as a
result of head injuries sustained m an accident teaching
someaons o drive.

| have atways anjoved rding and managed o have my
horsa with me on some pastings. | continued riding after |
lelt the ATS, laking parl In Polnil-lo-Point and Evonting
although | managed o break my back twice, | was akso
unlucky anowgh o have my el arm severed by an aincrah
propaller blade, bul thanks 1o the care of an oulsianding
surgeon and some bone grafiing it was pul back logather
ard | still have a Hilke usa n i

Mrs J Parkireon-Smith (néa Scott) 40 Upper Brook HIl,
Woodstock, Oxlordshire, OX20 1UA

W/188000 DORRELL FRATER-McCARTHY

| weousddd like to hiear from arpone who meight remember me,
From the Gulldiosd Training Cenfre, | went on 1o train as a
radar operator laker ransferring to the Medical Cosps.

The photograph of 3 Flatoon shows ma fiost on the right
second row down. Dorlng my service | was at Oswestry,
Maottingham, near Southampton, Botley and other places;
prior 1o release, kiddle Wallop,

After oy marmage | spend many years in different pars of
Africa and it was there that | had my address boak stolan
and lost touch with Service fiends,

Dorredl M Frater-McCarthy, PO Box 35, Seaford, 5 Australla
5169

MRS MONA HAMER {nee SUART)
Wi22a104

| wwould love to hear from anyone who remembers me.

| was called up on Novamber 27 1842 o join the ATS and
was sent to Knutsford for my “sguare bashing®, Afler 4
weeks | was posted to Pulney, London fo be frained as a
SBO (Switchboard Oparator),

| passed my DI in March 18943, and was posted to the
Royvael Signals, attached to the Ack Ack Battery in
Ramzagate/stargate,

| stifl keep in touch with Flariie Howe {nes Whakey), and sha
i sl in towch with Wyn McBride, Some names | can
remarnber are Cpl Bay Hiscox from the Royval Signals and
Capt Horton, Gwen Drapar, and Sub P Barton, from the Ack
Ack Battery.

Your recent Lioness reminded me of my [ast posting to
Uxbridge in 1944, | well remember working underground
{Lioness 1/2000) with the Army looking down on the
platters who were plotting the enemy aircraft, the RAF
were nest o us, then the Mavy, we all looked down
through a glass screen.

| was 80 years young on March 30th. But look back with
affecticn o my days in the ATS

bona Hamer, Flai 4, Edmonton Courl, Edmonton Road,
Woodsmoaor, Stockpor
SK2 TBG

CALLING SNOW WHITE, DOC, BASHFUL,
HAPPY AND SLEEPY

How sad it is when the first news one has of an old friend
of almost 60 years ago is in the obituary colemn, | servad
with Margo Furey In the Amyy Pay Office, Letcester uniil
1942 whan the Pay Office was divided and hall of the wnit
was sent to Oldham 1o form tha SLRA Pay Oflice. Margo
had shared a flat with me and six others in Stonygate
Court and as we wera eighl we callad ourselves Snow
White and the seven dwarls. We had a greal time but
sadly only two of us are in touch, myself Eva Ellison and
Joan Holden (nee Swales) of the York Branch, We would
love 1o know il any of the ofvers are out there and may
read this. Hera we all ara:

27



From feft lo right (top rowd Rite Cordes (Dock Sylvie
Savers (Bashful) Brenda James (Snow White)
Darothy Binstead (Happyt Bva Ellison (Dopey)

{hotiom rowl Joan Swales (Sneezyl Hernice Swift (Sleepyl
Margo Furey (Grumpy)

Mize E Ellison, 26 Blackslonas Housa, Lupus Street,

London SWiy aDT

THE GIRL ON THE POSTER?

W hats the point
of a girl joining the Army n 19697

]

I
Wi P e S b e @ D T
T T T R T S

| would ke o confacl WA21848 Sardra Brownbridge
pictured here on a WHRAC posater in 1963

Pleasa ring G Pope Tel: 01747 880887
Address: 11 Lynch Close, Mera, Wiktzhire
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SHEILA WATSON

Does anyone remember sernving with Ms Sheila Maureen
Watzon (ATSAWRAL) from 1939-457

Contact:Mrs Claire Means, FCO (UEMIS Mow York), King
Charles Sireel; London SWi1A 2AH

| always enjoy leafing through my wife's LIONESS and | was
interested o see a reference to ATS Units being formead in
TA Dirill Halls.

Mo 12 company ATS was formed at Signal House, Atkins
Aoad, Clapham Park in September 1938,

If any of yvour readers belonged 1o No 12 Company | would
b intarasted to know what happened 1o them. Cenainky
there were no ATS at Signal House after we were embodied
in August 1938,

Pr T A& A Ellicll, 24 Dymchurch Close, Polegale, Easl
Sussax, BM26 6MD

GORDON RICHARDS

| was in the Royal Army Pay Corps during Workd War (I
and sarved ovarseas from 1843 - 1946, My last posting
was Singapore where an ATS gid called Joyvoe worked for
mig, Unferunately | de not know her service number, bul
her surmname was then Robinson, My repatriation to LK
came very suddenly 50 there was not ime to exchange
addresses.

| wroukd hke 1o hear from her again.

M Gordon RAichards, 7 Briars Close, Long Lawiord, Rugby,
CW23 aDwW

CORRECTION

The enlistment date of W/30D1728 Ple Ebleanos Clough
(WAYN p24 LIONESS 1/2000) should have read 12 May
1844 not 12 May 1841, We apologise for the ermor. Since
publication she has also changed her address.

Contact:Mrs E M Marsh (néa Clough), 37 Comway Flace,
Perkinawille, Chester-La-Strest, Co Durham, DH2 1HR
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Branch News

ACCRINGTOM
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brarsch.

on Mew Year's Eve Masie our member from Morhern
freland atiended the ofhcial opening of tha Dome along with
e Cueen, Duke of Edinburgh and many celebrities,

Her grandson had enfered a competition ren by one of the
national newspapers. He had to say why he thoughl his
grandma should attend the Dome. She has in the last two
yaars, lost o family members and Mashe harsell has had
a sfroke atthough at this present time she has leamed o
wakk agam, Her grandson won the compotition much o
Masia's surprise.

O February 19th, the wedding fook place batwean one of
our founder memibers, sbella Torrance, and Mark Conboy,
The branch sends best wishes (o them both.

in Apnl wa wera presanted with a chequa for 240 from
Erother J Howarth of the Cpt 1 MecGonagle Memonal Lodga
Mo, 10615 of the Foyval Ante-Deluvian Order of Bultaloes
{R&0B). The monies presented ware par of a sum of
money raised during Brother Howarth's year &s Provincial
Grand Primo. Our Chairparson, who accepted tha chequa
on our behalf, thanked Brother Howarth for his kind
donation and told him the money would ba put to good usa
and was greatly appreciated,

ALDERSHOT

The past few months have been as usual busy for the
Aldershod branch. Our first angagement was with aur lallow
orgamisaiion, the Royal Signals Association Aldershaot, whao
kingly invited us o [oin in & musical evening at which a
variety of wind instrumants were demonstrated by a
rmemiber of stalf al the Gordon School -lormer membars of
the WRHAC Band formed a goodly proporion of the
audience. Two teams of "Lionesses” later ook par i the
Royal Signals annual guiz evening and very much enjoyed
the cumy supper {cooked by the Gurkhas) in the interval -
sadly this yaar we slippad down the “ratings” with Lioness |
masterminded by Caolonel Audrey Smith narrowly Deating
Lioness Il led by Gwanda Easton nfo Gth place - =il a
respectable soore out of 34 teams,

We had a wery enjovable talk about the work of the
Basingstoke Canal Restoraton Groug in the Spring which is
to be foflowed by a supper cruise at the end of Juns; those
of you who have been stalioned in Aldaesshol (e most
readars!) will no doubt remember the daralict stata in which
the canal onoe was and would be pleasantly surprised its
newly rencvaled state. The next talk, 1o which wea ara all
lpoking forward, is to be a continuation of WO1 Andrea
Denham's dascription of “Life in the Ammy To-day”,
scheduled for Seplember,

Thaose of the branch who atterded the Grand Reunion in
Cardift thoroughly enjoyed the occasion, aithough some
members only spatted each other during the conga which
rounded off proceadings at the dinner! The cake, which was
rafiled separately from the Grand Raffle, was never claimead.
It therefore found its way back to Association HO who had

io find & good home for it Tha resull was that it was
presented o ome of our oldest members, Major “Dixie®
Dixon, o be shared with other residents of her nursing
home. Incidantally, it was daliciows.

May. Eva Dixom and her friend Mre Esther Shaw
enfoving the cake after the Grand Reunion

BATH

Tha Bath Branch continues to meet twice a month with an
avarage attendance of 25 to 30 members presenl Itis now
in its S3rd year and the Annual General Meating in March
was preceded by a lunch prepared by our Treasurer, Pam
Finney. The local paper made a feature of this oocasion so
wiz had some publicity with a pholograph of the members
beside a "write-up®. We are working closely with the Bristol
Branch ard hope 1o share some avents,

We have decided b celebrate the 100th Bithday of our
Patron, HM The Ouesen Mother, with a lunch on Monday
August Tth, which is our nommal meeling day, at a cify
restaurant,

Wea keap in fouch with Ex-Service organisations, inwviting
them o our fund raising Coffes Momings, and we are invit-
ed by the Africa Slar Associalion o thair oulings and evanis.
Fund raising is getting harder, but we suppor The Gurkha
Trust, Combatl Stress, and the Star and Gartes Home al
Richmond besides our own Benevolent Fund and The
Frincess Royal's Memaorial Fund,

Six of our members attended the Reunlon al Candifi and
enjoyed the waskend. We feel the Association s in "safe
hands" after heanng Brigadier Mield's address o us at the
&G and thank all those who helped fo make the weekend
& success. Four of cur members have received Cantificates
of Appreciation. Our Vice-Chairman and mysalf ware hon-
oured to receive them from the Brigadier, whilst our
Chairman and Commilies member Mrs Ferguson will ba
presented with theirs at a later date.
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Wa held our 53rd AGM on March 208h. The phoiograph
was faken by the Bath Evening Chromicle outsice our
maating room at Fitzroy House. Tha lady in the front row
fifth from the right i our very regular membar Miss Hilda
Pratt, who 5 90 yvears old,

PDF Compressor Free Version
BEXHILL

Tirmsz has flown by 5o guickly | cannol balieva it e tima, oncea
again, for our report 1o the "Lioness”, The past six months
have Dean varad and mosl enjoyable, We joined tha Royal
British Legion at the Cenotaph on Armistice Sunday. One
of our members lad a wreath on our behall,

We enjoved a Christmas Tea arranged by our Social
Commities in Decamber and Lates in the month we met at a
restaurant for a Christmas Lunch,

In January we met for a chat and & cup of tea, Then four
ladlos waere invited to Worlhing Branch with other
Associations for a day which was most enjoyable.

In Fetruary we had a fun quiz. We were entariained by one
of our mambers in karch with film slides of her hollday in
Japan. The phatography was brilliant and Joan's acoount
very graphic, We got in the mood for the Soring with an
Easter Bonmel Parada and Easter Tea. Theare carainly is
some lalent in our branchi

In May we had a local historian fo speak to us on the
"Women's Movament” and Suffrageties. We did not realise
hecr much was started in this area. We are entertaining
carsalves in Jurne “reminiscing”, it should be good fen.

We hope 1o have a summer coach ouling soon and we are
imviting two membsars from each of the Local Branches to
our Annual Strawberty Tea in.July,

A compeatition in August - ‘guessing who's who' and In
Saeptamber anothar speaker, S0 you can sae Wwa are quita
activel We are so lucky in having a happy and carng
brarnch. Wa hope lhe attandancs will increase soon.

Chur vary best wish (o all olhar branches,

BIRMINGHAM

I am enclosing two photlographs, one taken ai our Festival
of Femembranca - which |s held yearly at tha Birmingham
Symphony Hall, We had the apportunity of being presented
on stage this year to acknowledoe 50 years of tha WRAC.

The photograph. shows three of our WRAC gis and ana
ATS - Jenny Bymes, Ann Deakin (Stafford), Maureen
Dreedoy ard mysall, Gwen Finmey ATS.
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Tha sacond photograph is of Maureen and myssif with our
Branch Standard on Remembrance Day ab our Hall of
hdarmany.

| felt o proud 1o be privileged to be wearing an ATS uniform
again - | felt 10 talllf

BOURNEMOUTH

I cam hardly believe it is that time of year again - 1o prapara
the Branch repor for the Lioness - where does the time go?
We, here in Boumemouth, have enjoved a busy few months
and are looking forward 1o our fulure plans.

Cur December Christmas Lunch was a most happy
occasion held at our monthly venue, the Quality Hotel, and
all who attendod recebved a gift to mark Christmas and the
Mew Milennium. At our January meeting Mrs Folder gave
Uz an ireresting and amusing msight inte the history of the
Royal Bath Hotel, Bournemouth. In February Mr Booker
held us spellbound with his lusirated falk about the Royal
Star and Garter Home - this sounded and looked very
afiractive and ong or two of us contemplated booking our
places, AL our March meeting we wore ragaled with slories
of the work and bravery of the volunteers of the Royal
Mational Lileboat institution with a talk and video filrm by Mr
Twomey. During the Apsl meeting we welcomed PTI Sgt
Berry from York Garrison, who gave us an insight info the
role of women in tha Army of today, Thal covers our actusl
meedings 1o date of going to press,

At the Movember Remembrance Parades, a group [oined
the contingant in Whilehall, whilst others atlended parades
locally, A wreath was laid at the Boummemouth War
Memornal on behalf of the Branch by the Honorary
Secretary,

At the end of January we were saddened by the sudden
death of Georginag Pesketl. Georgina had only been a
member for a couple of years but we shall miss her none-
the-less and we send our condolences 1o her wo daughiers
and son who have row kst both parents within a year.

We welcormad raw members 1o the Branch, particularhy
those wha had served in the WRAC, and an assoclate
mamber wha had baen with the QARANC.

Although we. have B1 members on our records, wa ondy
avarage 25 - 35 peor mesting. Thera is a nucleus of
members we nevar 528 or haar from {mainty life members).
In March we sent a special letter fo 40 ladies, We have
recened 21 repies and found out 2 members had moved
and one had died. Two [@liers wara retumed unopened.
The remaining raplies were vary interasting, some positive
thoughis have been received and several ladies are now
contamplating coming to the meetings. I vou ane one of the
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19 who haven't replied yet - the Committee looks forward to
hearing from you soon.

We now come to the Grand Reunion in Cardiff. Despite one
of two initial hiccups, all went very well indeed and we were
certainly given a big welcome to Wales. | found Cardiff a

chall oncsavobr Wt e s ATRAEA SrgTR. o

everything.

The Secretaries meeting was well conducted by Dee
McElligott, and it was most pleasant to renew
acquaintances over lunch. This was followed by the AGM.

The Gala Dinner was great - how pretty the tables looked
and how thoughtful to have a small Welsh love spoon at
every place setting - thank you Cardiff - sadly the evening
~ was over all too quickly.

On Sunday morning the Drumhead Service was both
moving and exhilarating. What a pity the weather changed
so drastically, and how cold we were, waiting for everyone
to arrive on the buses for our March Past! Once we were
moving, it was fine and we did our old drill sergeants proud
with our marching, a smart eyes right and left wheel! What
a surprise when we had to march back again.

A good weekend of comradeship - thank you to everyone
involved in all the complex arrangements.

Until the next time - au revoir from Bournemouth.

BLACKPOOL
Greetings from the Blackpool Branch.

We are a happy ot who meet once per month, and enjoy the
get together. We meet on the third Friday every month. |
enclose our new programme so that if any of you wish to join
us you will be most welcome. The venue is the Royal British
Legion Club in Thornton Cleveleys (opposite the Bus
Station). From our programme you will see when'we are
there or away on one of our outings.

We are four years old in August and have some 50
members, our birthday party will be in the club with a buffet
lunch and wine at a reasonable price.

PROGRAMME FOR 2000

17 March Talk by Frank from Lyon's

April Good Friday - No Meeting

19 May Meeting

16 June Trip to Kendal (Quaker Tapestry)

21 July Meeting

18 August Special Birthday Party. As last year but

you may bring a friend

Trip to Oswaldtwistle Mill

Meeting

Shopping Trip - To be arranged
Xmas Lunch at Fulwood Barracks

15 September
20 October

17 November
15 December

The costs of the trips are being worked out depending on
the number who go as the coach company charge on the
size of the coach.

Approximate cost to Kendal - coach only - £6.00 or £7.50
Oswaldtwistle - £11.00 or £12.00 (this
trip does include afternoon tea)

All bookings to The Secretary or Treasurer.

BOLTON

Our main event during the last 6 months was in November
when the Combined Services organised a Remembrance
Concert at Bolton Town Hall. Two of our members were
asked to represent the ATS at the concert by joining the
standard bearers. While the audience were taking their
seats they were greeted by wartime effects such as air raid
sirens and gunfire. The standard bearers marched down
the hall and onto the stage to join the artistes and bands
who were to entertain us. After the performance a
remembrance service was held, following which, poppy
petals fell onto the stage. It was all very moving and |
understand that this is the only concert of its kind outside
London. The next day we attended the service at the War
Memorial which was followed by a march past. The
veterans received a special cheer from the public.

At Christmas we had lunch at a local Coaching Inn, followed
by a sing-a-long, all very enjoyable.

Some of our members attended a dedication ceremony,
where a bench was unveiled in memory of Capt Harris who
died last November. He was described as an inspiring
leader in wartime and peacetime and a friend to many. He
was a patron of the Combined Services and also a founder
member of Bolton Branch Far East Prisoner of War
Association. During the war he was captured by the
Japanese. He survived the ordeal and returned home to a
lifetime of charity work.

Four of our members attended the recent reunion at Cardiff
meeting old friends and new. It was amazing how many
young members were there which bodes well for the future
of our Association.

At the moment there is a debate as to whether we can
continue in our present venue. We are fortunate to have a
room at a local Community Centre, but Bolton Council is
proposing to increase the fees and we may not be able to
afford the rise. They have also asked us to change the day
on which we meet, this is being discussed.

BRADFORD

November was a busy month with the Annual Festival of
Remembrance at the St George's Hall, selling poppies in
the city, parade and service at the war memorial for 11th
November and a further service in the afternoon at
Eccleshill.

Christmas Lunch was once again at the Pine Room. The
Dunkirk Veterans Association joined us and everyone
enjoyed it.

March 18th was the Golden Wedding of Jack and Nora
Houldsworth. Nora is, and has been, Treasurer of the
Branch for 34 years. She keeps our finances in very good
order and is a very active and conscientious worker who is
very much appreciated by everyone. Nora joined up in 1942
along with her twin sister Mary, and they spent the next
three years at HQ Northern Command, York as Switchboard
Operators.

Four members travelled to Cardiff on 7th April for the Grand
Reunion. We were blessed with good weather.
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Although we enjoyed the evening on Saturday the meal
itzalf was a bit of a let down and not worth the high armount
chargad,

The Drumhead Service hald in the Conference Cenfra was
wonderful thapf i €5 RS FESSOI IR EE VRO >

The parade afterwards was a bit confused, If taok & long
time to get everyone who wanted 1o march organised at the
assembly point. We formed up and set off past the Saluting
Base only 1o be halted inslead of being dismissad, turmed
round and marched back again, As the majority of [adies on
parade must be in tha 70-B0 group, a litle consideration lor
these ladies (who had looked fonsard for so long to march
with their comrades) and stayed remarkably cheerful
throughoul, would not have gone amiss.

Having expressed this little gromble, thanks and
congralations 1o the ladies of Cardiff and roundabout who
manned the slalls and pul on such a marvellous array af
goods, Hours and hours of work wera displayed. We hope
you made a good profil - you desenved ta.

A yigit was also made o Cardifl Castle, anather memorabla
BEpETENCE,

All in all a wondedul weskend.

BRISTOL

Bristod has had a very successiul first & months.  Owr
membership is ncreasing all the time, Wa have had
pubdicity on local TV and on Channel 4. We are pleased thal
we are recaiving requests for membarship from ATS and
WRAC and also serving membars which iz most
BRGOUraging.

In February wie had our Millennium Lunch al the Marioll
This was attended by the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of
Bristod and we were pleased that Lt Cal (Retd) Val Trout was
able to accept our invitafion 1o join us.

Last week we attended the Mansion House, had a tour of
the house and had lea and cake with the Lady Mayoross
ard tha Lord Mayor. Some of our friends from Bath Branch
jodnesd us,

Brisipd Branck members af Lord Mayor's May Sed 2000

We have hald Fund Raising activitiss and will be organising
trips and more activities in the forthcoming months.

We are producing a Newsletier Io all our members, we hops
That they will confrbute tarms for publicatian.

We enjoved meeting membars al Cardifl, The weather was
kind o us. We lock forward to tha nexi Reunion.

Best wishes to all,
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CANTERBURY

Since our last report we have had excellent talks from 3 of
ouUr mambers, Kate MoGregor who regated us with snippets
of her time in Kuwail; Angela Cobb on hear trip to China,
Hong Kong, Vietnam and a cruise on The Scuth China
Saas; and Maria with her whistle stop tour on her roend the
workd cruise,  Plenty of eals were avallable for our
WHRNSMWAAF Party with an informative talk by Phil Craft on
Argenting, This brought us to the end af 19899 when wa had
our very enjoyable Chrisimas Lunch at The Dominican
Pricry, We had a branch ouling to Kingsnorh MNalure
Reserve. As wa went along the causaway the wind decided
to howl but an enjovable day was had by all.  Members
thoroughly enjoyed Their last outing to The Royal
Tournament, but wers very sad that this would be the final
one and 50 the atmosphere was even maora poignant than
usual (trust Mara to be waiting at the wrong entrance for her
ticket), Several members ook advaniage of The Lond
Kitchener's Home in Lowestoft and had a lovely week an
holiday in September (the only comment thal came back
was "did we really have to be locked in by 1030 pm?", Wa
had our wonderful fish and chips in Apeil and Easter Banns
Compelition.  First prize wenl to Madelaine, second to
Maisie and third to Mavis (I think it had something to do with
the initial M), An excollent quiz was given by Janny, our
President, at the March meeling which took us back in fime
to General Montgomerny, the Normandy Beaches and 1943
or was it 44, or even 41 [confusion began to reign) but
Rosing came oul as & winner, AL our May Maating we hatd
a Bring and Buy Sale and raised ovar 200 - thanks to all
members who confributed Io this marvellous event  Kay
Parfect and Maria have carried The Branch Standard to
various events and other Associations appreciate thes,

Cwr Treasurar, Roggie Stinson, decided that il was time to
retirg from this post in May and when counling Dack il
ermerged thal she bad been Treasurar for 31 years! s this
2 record we ask? Tharks must go 1o Roggie for carmyng o
this important post and we recognise the excelient job that
she has done, Well-done Roggie. Thanks must also go 1o
F.ay for steppeng in at tha last minute lo bl these shoes (| am
naot sure if & bit of arm wisting wasn1 used).

We have lost a very good Minule Taking Secretary In Man
Waters and we wish her well in her new homa in
Lincalnshire.

Kate McGregor has wvery kindly steppad into The
Chairman's shoes and thanks must also go 1o Dosesn for
first being Secrefary and then Chairman and all the hard
work she shill puts into the branch,

We all miss Maria af our meelings. Since passing her BA
(Ed) she has been amployed as a Recaplion Teacher and
can no longer attend our afternoon meetings. She still does
a good job of being Secrelary however, handling tha
correspondence and subscriptions. Hurry up back and poin
LS S00M.

Members who went to the RBeunion reporied back that they
had a fantastic time and would like to thank all those peopls
irvotved In & marvalious weekoend,

CARDIFF

We still continue o have new membors joining the Candiff
Branch and most of them attend all our mestings.  Our
Chrstmas Dinner was held in the United Services Club in
Cardiff and was enfoyed by all,



In January some members attended the BBC Songs of
Praise programme held in the new Cardiff Millennium
Stadium.

Since Christmas the branch has been engaged in helping
with the organiftliick 6f hmPreassideubion whidhrgde held
in April. On the day of the reunion we had great pleasure in
greeting members from Branches all over the UK, also
members from far and wide including a contingent from
Australia. It was very nice to see so many younger
members at the Reunion and to hear about their
experiences in modern times. There were stalls from
several Branches selling a variety of goods. During the day,
members sold raffle tickets, which were drawn after a very
informative AGM.

At 1930 hrs dinner was served. Love Spoons donated by

HQ, for which we thank them, were given to ail diners, a

very nice thought. On a very cold Sunday morning a
Drumhead Service was held followed by a parade.

We would like to thank HQ for all their co-operation in
organising the reunion also thank-you to everyone who
travelled to Cardiff to make such a memorable day.

CHELMSFORD

Members of this Branch re-assembied in October for a new
session of meetings which are held on the third Tuesday of
the month at The British Legion Hall, New London Road,
Chelmsford. We continue to enjoy the friendship of former
ATS and affiliated members of the WAAF and the WRNS
over a cup of tea and a chat. We average 40 peopie at
meetings at which we usuaily have a speaker. A Raffle and
Bring and Buy provides an interest and helps our funds
along.

it is with deep regret we report the death of Margaret
(Peggie) Gayler. Peggie was a Life Member of the Branch
always giving her best of whatever she was asked to do.
We remember her as the person who usually provided a
vase of flowers for the Committee table. She was a much
liked and had many friends. It is sad to think she died so
suddenly just two days after our Christmas Lunch which she
attended. We will miss her. She served in the ATS from
1942 - 1945 and became a Lance Corporal.

We met in October and held our AGM and re-elected
Officers and Committee Members who will serve for the
coming year. That meeting concluded with a game of "Call
my Bluff* which proved very popular. Thank you Peggy
(Turner) for producing it.

In November we visited Canterbury and enjoyed a day
browsing round the City. In December we held our
Christmas Lunch to which we were very pleased to have as
our Guest of Honour Lady Val Kemball. To mark the
Millennium each member received a special gift token.

In January some of us went to Corton (Warner's Holiday
Centre) for an After Christmas Break. This included a visit
to Norwich for shopping and on to a Pantomime which was
very good indeed, and once again the ATS did well at Bingo.

Also in January the Branch was represented at a Civic
Service held in Chelmsford Cathedral to commemorate the
Millennium. This was a particularly inspiring occasion.

Since January we have heard various speakers including a
Tudor cook from Kentwell Hall who gave a very interesting
illustrated talk on the way food was prepared during that
period.

We have also listened to a speaker who is completely deaf.
She told us about her dog Jack who accompanied her; and
how "Hearing Dogs for the Deaf" are trained and used.
Ancther speaker who gave a particularly amusing account
on her experiences of "The Lighter Side of Nursing" was
much enjoyed and our sincere thanks go to Joyce Wright for
arranging this varied programme for us.

In May we held our usual annual May Fayre. This raises
useful funds for the Branch.

If there are any readers who are not able to attend meetings
but would like to receive our Newsletter it is now possible.
Please send a cheque for £2.50 to the Hon. Secretary to
entitle you to 12 copies. (Please enclose your name and
address!).

It is realised that at our meetings, there are folk who
regularly give help in various ways ensuring the afternoon
"ticks over smoothly". Our thanks go to them for everything
they do so well.

CHESTER

Another successful year has passed by - but sadly as we
get older winter takes it's toll on members attending
meetings.

Once again in '99 we joined our friends at the Rhyl Branch
for yet another happy Social gathering and we met up with
other branches in the area. Several members attended the
Wales and West Reunion held in Crewe - another day to
remember and send thanks and congratulations to our near
neighbours. .

We tried a new project in September and held a Prize Bingo
Session. It was not, however, very well attended and we did
not take the "enormous" amount of money we expected.
Still, a good evening was thoroughly enjoyed. Had it not
been for our Secretary's daughter, who donated wines we
would not have been so happy!

Members attended the Armistice Parade in London, Mrs
Molly Choppen went on the parade and Mrs Vera Hamblett
and Mrs M Gregory attended the service in Westminster
Abbey. The service was very moving and we were so lucky
to have excellent front seats.

We have sent our usual donations to "The Benevolent
Fund" and "The Royal British Legion".

Twenty four members sat down to a very good Christmas
Lunch at the Stafford Hotel, Chester and amid the jollity
thought of our absent friends and toasted them in the
traditional manner.

We have several new members, but regret the absence of
new members who served in the WRAC, they do not seem
interested. We try to recruit these ladies as they are so
badly needed to carry on the tradition of the Association.

The Chairman and several members had a good time at the
Cardiff Reunion and send their thanks to the Cardiff Branch
and to the members of the Wales and West Area who
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workad S0 hard 10 make our slay 50 engoyable, Four of our
bramch membars are attending tha tast pilgrimage 10 De hald
in France and Belgium by the 1940 Dunkirk Veterans
Aszsociation. Time doas indeed march on - especially when
we realise the brave lads we knew are now almost all aver

BO years of age]) Hag Waijive 4o FRECevRIdign the

end in our usual style.

Qur Secretary/Treasurer had wonderful reunion with an oid
collsague whio servad with har in 488 Hyy A A Battery, Thay
met in Ociober afier 54 years and whan she ard Mrs Hazsl
Mosley got togathar the years rolled away,

& grand party was held - a night to remember finishing off
with all the old songs - and much as usueal i the old days -
bad heads In the moming.

Wae have a full programme to look forward to - Riyl is again
hosting one of thair splandid “Do's®. The Morlh Wales Roval
British Legeon is holding a8 Millennium Parade in Rhyl on
Sunday June 18th - there 2 an excellent programme of
events which will be worlhwhile attending.

Blackpool branch has a fifth birihday and party coming wp
on August 181h,

The Stockport Branch are cetebrating 16 successful years
on 16th Saplember and our Morth Western Group ana
holding a Christmas Party in Manchester on the 25th
Mavembear.

Tha Chairman, SecratanyTreasurer and all our membsers
sand affectionate greetings to all especially several of our
urwall membars 1o wish them a spoeedy recovery. So to
Jaan Homby, Mary Kirk and Vera Show of Weavarham and
May Lewis of Frodsham - hurry up back,

Greetings to all our comrades wherever you may be.

COLCHESTER

Time for another Beport and | will start wilh our speakers. In
Movemnber ‘98 we had the pleasure once again of listening
to the Rev Chris Mawlands of Shrub End Church who told
us of his latest visit to Homania. His Church had collected
large sums of money to help re-build a hospital. . We were
50 moved by his talk that we purchased some books he had
on the subjest - every litthe helps - and gave a donaton,

Decamber '99 meeling was the occasion of our Christmas
Party and we had, as our Special Guest, Lady Val Kambeil
aur Area Chairman. The members provided all the food and
rafile prizes and one of our younger members, Alison
Biegel, Capiain in tha TA, brought along a Chodr from the
Coichester Institute who enfertaned us with some excellent
zinging and readings - all in all a very happy parly. I owas
also in Decamber that we held aur Chrisimas Dinner.  Filty
e of us enjoyed a good meal al the Clacton Goll Club and
again the members supplied excellent raffle prizes and wera
very generous in the purchasing of tickets.  We have
booked again for this vear,

January 2000 meeling was our AGM because we needad a
nenw Treasurer. The overall resull was that the main posts
remained the same and after a discussion Mrs Baryl Mewell
offered to become Treasurer and was duly elected so once
again all positions wera filled, some of us doing 2 or 3 jobs

February 2000, Lke most Branches we had a fair amoent
of members down with tha il or haavy cobds bul all
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recovergd in time, | had fo tell the members that we coukd
nob go 1o Mr and Mrs Ricketts' garden in May 2000 as they
arg having thair thatched ool complataly renswed, Batter
luck next year. As we had no Speaker | had made up a guiz
on flowers and fraes. It went down very wall ard many
meambers wanted a copy 50 | had soma printsd.

At the March meeting we did not have a speaker but thers
wara quile a lol of subjects 1o discuss, These included the
Marmonal for Worman of World War I, the Britesh Korean
Vaterans Association farthcoming parade, a latter from Lady
Kembell our Area Chairman, about the cost of "Lionass” and
Reunion ete and several ofher topics,

Cur April Meeting was In entirely new hands as our
Chairman was in Durham, our Deputy Chainman in bed with
a very bad back and |, Vera C Cole, Secratary, was in the
Colchester Ganeral Hospifal with severe high blood
pressure and cut of this warld for a few days; and the most
imparant lady - Molly, our tea lady, was away on a day inp.
However | am pleased to report that the tea was made, all
the money collected, the staks manned and | really cannat
thank the adies anough. Beoyl Newsdl did a very good job
indaed and came lo see me in hospital whare | was for 17
days forgatting all about meetings and re-unions. Howevar
| was pleasad fo read in Benys Newslstter that tha 3
Colchester Members who atiended same gave a very good
report,  I'm sure HO & thankful it all went off well and our
congratulations o you all who worked so hard to make it the
BUCCESS il was:

Since our last report we have lost 2 mora membsars bt
gained one new ong and one fransfer 5o our membarship
stands at 74 annual and 63 life, We sent donations fo the
Benevolent Fund in memory of the 2 tadies who died, 1 mst
that | shall be well encugh o take my place at the next
rmeating and do b job which | 80 love. The members sent
me samea lovaly cards and letters which meant a graal deal
to me but | do realise thal | must not be so eager to il
anymore empty gaps, othars will have to help, 'l be much
better when the sun shines and the grey skies disappear
Certificate of Appreciation

Miss Byra Tulnall joined the ATS on the 15 August 1941
ard was trained as a driver. Sha sarved al several locations
inciuding K Company ATS HQ, Inghs Road, Coichestar.
She was demcbhbbed in December 1945 as a Lance
Corporal. She is now 85 years old and was presented with
a Cerification of Appreciation in May by Lady Val Kemball.

God biess you all from the Colchester Branch

CLEVELAND
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Margaref Fick, Chairman; Pegoy Smith, Viee-Chairman



Greselings readers from Maorth East of England,

At present, my little back garden is ful of daffodis,
primroses and Busbalks, 150 i good o know summer is on
ils way again?
PDF Comgressor Free Version

A service of Thanksghing ‘and Hemembrance of the 60th
Anniversary of Declaration of World War Il at Eden Camp
Modern Hislory Museum, North Yorkshicg was hald oni2
September 99

Going back o November '99, some of our branch went
to London for the Armistice Parade. Owur Secredary
Gwen Friday prowdly marched with her dagghier,
ex-0ARANC, son-in-law, ex-AAMC, and her husband,
ex-HAF.  Her family had flown over from America for
the parade. How proud Gwen was, and rightly so.
I alzo heard the TV commeantator menton the ATS Denner
Club, wall done Ladies!

Instead of cur usual "Enife and Fork" Christmas Dirner, we
decided on a Buffel Luncheon at The Royal Mawy
Associgtion Club in Stockton. We had a great fime, and tha
caterars did us proud,

We started our year off with an awction, our usual
auctionoer, Ex-35g1 Manone Radchiffe was unavailable as
she was on holiday in, would you befieve, Cambodial
| wonder what the ATS would have made of thal. Howewvear,
the gavel was ably handled by Dol Marsh and Olive
Kingharm,

In February i was fima o think of our summer cutings.
Since a senes had been on TV abaut stately homes, Castle
Howard was on the lisi. Perhaps we are geling ideas
above our station!

March broughl our Annual Colles Mooming in Stockbon
Farish Church. The sunshine brought oul the markel day
shoppers, who always support us, enabiing us 1o send a
denation 1o Association Funds.

Then n April, Cardiff was besieged by ATS and WRAC
Badges and Berels. We were blessed by "wall to wall”
sunshing the whole weekend. |l was lovely 1o see famiiarn
faces, some of whom have become real pals.

Al the Drumhead Serice on the Sunday maming, we n
Cleveland were very proud to have our Standard draped on
the drums, alang wilh the Mabtonal Association Standard.
Wall done Ann, our Standard Bearar, you did us proud as
usisal,

| woould like 1o lake this opporiunily to thark our pal, Edith
Seabrook from the Dadington Branch, for driving us in our
*Peapis Camear” - you wears brilliant.

About twenty of our members werd to lunch at & local
cookery college last wesk. | am informed they had a
wondariul meal, so well done the students.

| wonder if the "Yarkshire Puds” camsa up to the standard of
gu-ATS Ivy Ratlue. She spant mosl of her sarvica days al
Raby Castle, Co Durham. She telis me she often workesd
with 10% women, 3% men, WOW!

Keep on enjoying your meetings ladies - | ofien see Gladys
Popa recruiting on Channel Four - sea you in Stafford
Hladys

CREWE

O last fund ratser for 1999 was a dance at the Croswville Club,
Crawa in Movamber which was a successiul evaning as abways.

Five mambars want down 1o London Tor Remembrance Day
twe went to the Wastminster Abbey Sarvica and three were
o the Cenotaph Parada,

In Decamber we had our annual visi to Crewe Theatse with
our friends and relatives to see the Pantomimsa which we all
enjoved very much, Then came our usual Christmas braak
until February.

I March wa had one of our Sunday Lench owlings at the
Crewe Ama Hotal with husbands and pariners, of course,
Wea then staried making plans for our visit to the Grand
Rewunion at Cardiff,

Becauss Cardiff is in our Wales and the West Arga, our Area
Chaiman Mrs M Purkis and Area Secretary Mrs E Francis
were very much involved. It meant a lot of hard work for

Carditf Branch, who ware on the spot, and the ather area
branches were also asked to help. Crews weore given the
thankless job of Registration which most peopse found rather
irksome. We did our bast however, and Kept chearul.

Menvhers enjoy themselves in Cardiff

The vanue was veny successiul and It s atways very enovabia
to mest wp with our fands from all over tha counbry.

At the Dinmar | think evenyone apgreciated the Band bl alas
st a5 we all got In the mood and good voice | suddenly cams
to an end and we did not even gel 10 sing our wsual "Auld Lang
Syme” ao the evening finished off rather disappointingfy.

The Servica on Sunday moming was lovely and the Standard
Bearars wora very impressive.  One of the most |asting
memonies of the weakend will be, | am sure, the March Past
whaan wa somahow lost the Mayors representative,

Waiting for the Parade fo siarl
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Oin April 20th we hebd an Easter Dance at the Crosville Club
which started tha Easter break off nicely,

Then on May 4th we tried something different, a table top
slall In the Civic Hall at Mantwich. It went 50 well we ar

going to do anpFoC i) Fel¥oi*Free Version

Mow the summar penod is coming up we shail have a break
dug o holidays elc. We hope to do some social oulings,
than wa look forward to our Arega Reunion in Sepiembear
which Is hosted this vear by Shropshire Branch,

DACORUM

Ciur first mewslotler of the Millennium; we do hope all the
branches are still managing o keep going, age and travel
become more of a problam for our members, but we are sill
managing b funclion.

We started our Movember mesting with a talk by a lady who
was doing & PhD on how Women's lives werne changed by
the onset of WW2, She asked If any of our membors would
be willing to write about their experences. Afler her lalk she
managed 1o coax some of the members fo iy 1o record their
memories. We followed this with & very successful auction,
run 85 usual by Jean Westropa.,

December, we had our wsual Christmas Lunch, an
enjoyable day for all of us able fo aftend. I iz a pity we are
not able to amange transpor for the members who live in
argas where public franspor is difficult,

January, very few members were able to attend for
various reasons, we did not have a speaker, but after the
usual formalitias we had an informal discussion on our
thoughts about the changes in our lives. Qur feelings
saemead to be much the same. most of us felt that some
of the changes in life today were not what we would have
chogen,

We had a slide and talk show in February about the Cuakar
Tapastrias, 77 panals about the Cuaker kife through the
canfurnes, lascinating to sea, and so much patience o have
produced such baauliful embroideny.

March was a lun day, members brought various games
along and it was a veary relaxing meeting that browght guite
a few laughs. We were also remindad about the Cardifl
Hawnion in April. Those of us abls to go were really looking
forward 1o it

I April wa had a very interasting meeting with a gentieman
wiho runs a bird shelter. He brought along three owls which
warg S0 tame we wara abda 1o handia them. He also gave
us a talk aboul birds and how 1o treat them i wa found any
thal ware injured.

A feaw days later, and a faw of us wara off lo Cardiff, thank
you Luton branch for  arranging transport  and
accommodation, what a lovelyweekand. Thanks also o all
the organisation done from Worlhy Down, and the
hospitality we received at Cardifl. | am sure a lot of other

people would agree.

Thank you Dee McEligolt for an enjovable meeting, and
thank avarvone mvobved in a very nice lunch at Cardil,
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EDMNBURGH

A number of members attended the Scottish Reunion in
October. Glasgow Branch did a magnificent job of
organisation and the hospitakty in the splendid setfing ol
Glasgow's City Chambers was excellent,

I the run-up to Chrisimas we were, as usual, invited by the
WAAF Associalion to thair Annual Carol Concert and Parly
which s held in the back of St. John's Church, a very jolly
occasion with enterainment provided by St John's chalr,

Iin Movember Pauline Yeates laid the Edinburgh Branch's
poppy wreath at the ceremony al the Cily Chambers.

Wa wore saddenod 1o recaive the naws of the death of Miss
Jean Cruickshank, a foundar member of the Branch who
had moved to England,

FIFE AND TAYSIDE

Walll what can be said, first of all to Cardifi. You "kept a
walcome”, we enjoved it all, despite one of us finding ....
{having booked one year previously) that there was NO
ROOM, However it was finally sored oul and feathors
unruffled again. The Welsh fudge and discount on final bil
all helped of courzel 25 of us travelled by coach 1o Cardill.
Thiz included members from Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dumfrias
and an ex-pat Scol from Liverpocl. The joumey was
anjoyable as was the companionship. We all appreciated
the gift of the hand - carved Welsh Love Spoons awaiting us
by our places at dinner on the Salurday evening and I think
that says it all, except THANK YOL WALES.

| was very pleased o meet Hazal Wisa from London Branch,
willy whaom | have had sorme cormespondancs as a result of a
latter woe had published in the Lioness regarding the Medical
Emergancy Scheme which operates in Perihshires,

Our branch numbers 85 members at the momant with a
possible B in the pipekineg.

We donated a cheque to the British Legion Club in July

amounting fo D65 which was used for the Pensioners
Christmas event,

We went off to the Scottish AGM in October by minibus - 23
fraveliing complete with floral displays in the bool - 1o
compele for the Scoltish Shisld. There wera some baaulilul
displays but Glasgow were the worlhy winners. Again we
enjoyed the company and the day, thank you Glasgow, Two
of our members Mrs Anne Smart and Mrs Helen Taylor fook
part in the Remembrance Parade in Movember in London,

We gave £100 lo our treasurer from money raised from
rmionthly raflles,
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Members of Fife & Tayside enjov their Chrisimas menl



December saw us al the Caledan Holel which was a
changed wenue al shor notice.  Howevar we had an
excallent Chrisimas meal and rafiia.

Cwr first meating of the Milkannium took place on tha 27th
January.  PDF Compressor Free Version

The Branch AGM was held on the 27ih Aprl at the
Gramplan Hotel Perth.,  We were entertained by our
mamber Mrs Tessa Rhynd who sings and brings humour
bt her music and siory tellng. We are pleased to say that
Tassa was madse "Ciiran of the Year" by Dundee. She has
been organising concers in the Bonar Hall Duendes since
1881. 5he has a very able accompanist on the keyboard.
We are hoping to travel to Dundee in August for Tessa's
concerl in the Bonar Hall,

Maureen Lowson, our member who usually runs in tha
London Marathon, was unalble to run this year due to a car
accident. She was off work for a while but is on the mend
and hopirg to run in the New York Marathon if all goas well.

Dumfries Branch donated money to us on the way home
from Cardilf and a beautiful pink coloured glass vase was
bought and enfered as a8 "Special Rafile’. This was won by
Mrs Helen Taylor and many warm thanks go to Dumines.

Last but not least - Joan Smith made our special Scotlish
Thisile badges to wear al Cardifl. Many thanks, 25 wara
patiently done and we were proud 1o wear them on such a
memorable occaskon,

Wa wish yvou all Good Health, Good Frends and Good

Fortume.

GLASGOW

We start owr repori by saying how very saddened we all
wore by the death of RSM McKay one of our aldest
memboers, She had been unable to be with us for somea
fime, bul our present President brs Rattray visiied her,
Ekzeping hear in towch. We had a vary good fumout of ladies
o represent the Association at har funaral,

We started off in Seplember in our nomeal rendervous with
Monday afterncons replacing Tuasday everdngs.  This
mowve has paid off a3 quite a few membars have retumaed to
Ehe fald,

Everything is 50 much easior ravehwise in the allermoons.
Cur annual Bring and Buy for Erskine Hospital banafited
L.

Thiz was followed by Ihe Scoltish AGM in Octobar. Tha
Buftet Lunch was not so popular but due o the numbers
attending we had no choloe,  Apart Trom that we had “no
complainis” so trust everyone anpoyed themsehwas.

We altendad the Armmistice evaning in Hamillon and 21
ladies took part in the parade on the Sunday at the Glasgow
Cenciaph, This was followed by a welcome “cuppa” in tha
City Chambers laid on by the City of Glasgow Council.

Cwr rendezvous for Christmas Lunch was the Grosvenor
Hobel. Whal a happy afterncon ard wea were defighted o
have Colonsl Lawson and Major Gordon with us.

Starting off on a "high” in the New Year, we had a visit from
the pikot of the Police Helicopter which hovers over our cily,

We were amazred to discover from the flm just how msch
angd how clearly thay sae us from above.

Our next guest talked on "Childhood Memories® inchading a
school slate and & scrubbing board etc, it was quite
hilariows.

This was followed by a Mursing Sister - har thame was "
Murse im Siiiches”, | think it could safely be said that she
had s all in stitches and, as we had our WAALF and WHRNS
friends with ws, wa reckonsd il made for 8 very happy
‘Combined Ops®,

Twenly one members attended the FReunlon 0 Cardiff,
What a lovely city. Some flew and others travelled by
coach, The lafter, organised by the File and Tayside
Branch, picking up us and the Durnirtes contingent on the
way, A most enjoyable experience - well done Perth
Branch.

& very happy weekend and many many thanks to Cardiff
ladies,

GREATER LONDON

Az wa don't go inbo print vany often, just a shorl mtrodectan
first. We are a large branch, formed in 1971 and we meet 3
times a year al Orange Streat Congregational Church Hali
which is near Leicester Square. London,

©On 18 February 2000, 51 membears enjoyed a luncheon at
tha Union Jack Club and we hald a raffle, raksing £77.50
which we donated to the WRAC Benevolent Fund,

L o B: Mra Sheila Dovies, Mrs Joan Lowler,
Miss Mowd Musselwhite, Mrs Pat Gibson (fowvegrowrd),
Miazs Maureen Prowidence, Miaz Edna Down,

Mrs Ilfra Mooney,

Thirtean members attendad the WRAC Association AGM
and Feunion at Cardiff which they enjoyed, five of them
winning a ratfle prize apieca.

Eight members have again volenteared 1o collect donations
for the Army Benevolant Fund at the Chelsea Flower Shaow
in May.

Six members hopa to visit the Royal Star and Garter Home
in July and anjoy iha company ol same of the rasidents and
the magnificent view from the ferrace.

W1 Andrea Depham kindly came along fo talk tooour
maeting on 15 April aboul life for wamean in our Ay,
Members enjoyed this talk immenssly. Mrs Denham kindly
inviled some mambers o altend the "Pass-off' Parade . of a
Training Company of the AGC Corps on Friday 30 June,
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mMembers will again march al the Cenotaph In the
Remembrance Cay Parade in Movembsar, a great honour lor
the branch,

PDF COWE‘;M Free Version

Hew Wendy Isam and members of Grimsby Branch

Greatings toall members,

Ml bet most of ws thought we would not sea the 21sl
Century, but hara we are with a few more wnnklas, the old
bornas playing up a bil more and grawvity winning tha day
over our bulgas and “spare tyres®. O well, such is [ffa and
we thank Gaod we are still here 1o enjoy i,

Movamber saw us all on Parade at our adoptad church, S1
Andrews, for our Remembrance Day Parade with our
Chaplain the Rev, Wendy Isam conducling he saneca.

Pricr to this, some ol our members attended the British
Legion Sensce al St Jamas Church, then paraded down 1o
the Canotaph whera our Chairman, Audrey Porter, laid a
wraath on our behall.

Wea had spent the previous week doing shill work at ow
local Asda wilh our collecting boxes dgoing our bit for the
Poppy Appeal, We found oul later thal we had passed the
magecal £1,000, Well done ladies and thank you Asda and
YOUP JENerous customers.

In December wa had our Christmas Fair which did quite
wall. The only rouble is that there ame 5o many lalrs these
days thal we have difficully salling tickets.

Some of the fadies wenl o Torguay again in early
December for a “Turkey and Tinsel holiday®, This s
becoming a regular frip. We really enjoy all the outings and
grtertalmment which is provided for us,

After Christmas we ran exira name cards 1o help the lades
who were going to Cardiff with thalr bus fares. This was
definitaly the highlight of cur year - our Grand Feunkon,

Tweanty four of our ladies are sl up in the clowds since their
vigit to Welsh Wales! Grimsby branch made a holiday of it
and stayed for 5§ days, Our hotel was the Hilton Bn Newpoet
whare we were freated like rovalty. Our coach driver,
EStuart, amanged it all for us. He taxied us back and forth to
the CARDIFF INTERNATIOMAL ARENA (CIA) and saw to it
that our time in Wales was filled 1o capacity.
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The meal on Saturday night left a kot to be desired. The
starter was fine if you liked Melon (which | do} but it is not
everyone's "cup of tea®, then came the meat which was
undercooked and, as we were in Wales, was Welsh Lamb
again! But what happened to the vegetables? - by the time
they arrived, the plates had gone cold and the meat juices
had stared to congeal. We had better luck with the roast
potatoes which came next - they were the only thing that
wias hol!

The entertainment from the Regimental Band cerainly
restored everyone's good humour, The wine also helped,
The emply boitles were a lovely sowvenir tor two people at
our tatde as they had & pictura of thres ladiss in undfarm on
iha label showing how fashion had changed over the years,

Sunday saw us back at the (CIA) for the Drumbead Sarvice,
This time everyone had a seat and a good wview of
avarnything (nod like Blackpoo! where we weare lucky it we gol
intc the churchl). We all enjoyed the service and the
sarmon. Many ol our ladies weant on the buses alléarsards
for the March Past. On the whole, it was a wonderful
OCCASIon,

After a snack lunch, we all joined cur own coach and our
driver ook s for an enjovable afemoon al Lianerch
Vinevard., We were made very welcome by Peter Andrews
and his famiby. If aryone would like to get away from it all,
this is the place to go. Thare are two lovely cottages to let
Tor your holidays or yvou can stay BEB al the larmbouse. A
beautiful place in tha lovely Vale of Glamorgan., We hated
leaving bul we weare sant on our way all merry and bright
after lasting several of the wines made thens,

Mext day we spent the whole day al the Museum of Waelsh
Life {similar o Beamish), This Iz a1 a place called 5%
Fagans, the castle of the same name balng iis centre piece.
We could have done with an extra day 1o see everything and
the weather was absolulely glorous for the whole of our
stay. We made aur way back 1o the Mewport Hilton a weary
biresd lat,

After we had eaten our dinner, we all went in the lounge and
Audrey Porter, our Chalman, sat at the plano and gave us
a lovely recital by Handel, She got up halfway through fo
replemish her 'Southem Comfort’ but the planc kept on
playing by itsalil Truth is Audrey cannot play a nota! We all
had a good laugh though,

The nexi day we packed our bags and, after a hearly
breakiast, boarded our coach for our jourmey back 1o
Grimshy. Ewveryone agreed i had been & re-union fo
remember. Thank you Cardiff and Wales for making us so
weElcome.

We are now looking forward to our one day oul al Millstones
Restaurant, just outside Harrogate, on May 11th. We have
been there before and everyone wanted 1o go again. We
had lunch and then afierwards, entertainment, followad by
tea and biscuils and then home again. A lovely day oul, no
maiter what the weather.

Well, on the wholg, Grimsby Branch have had a very good
yeaar. Wa all got through the *flu bug’ last winder without any
mishaps,

Best wishas o you all until next tims - Be Happy!



HEREFDRD

Wa still confinue to maet monthly at the Royal British Legion
Hall in Belmont Road al 2,30 pm on the last Wednesday aof
the month bul now ltmnkfuu;r in a u:lnwnstans romm.  This
was brought apgyiphyif of
awif rnm'r::gbars and a HMNP% in the Hm Bﬂhzyal
British Legion. It doss enabls more of our ladies o come to
the meetings now that stairs do nol have 1o be chimbed,

Owir President, Mrs Ena Price, has nof been too well of late,
but after a break in Somerset she is fesling stronger. We all
wish Ena continued progress to health and strength. To our
afher mambers who are not fealng very well, wa sand out
best wishes and ask them o "kesp in touch® so that we may
help, if needed.

What a wonderful weekend we had In Cardit. Thank you o
gl who made it such a success. The wine was a wondariul
idea, as were the Welsh Spoons. The weather was kind,
aspacially as the next thres waskends were abrocious. We
thoroughly enjoyed running the Neadiacraft Stall and thanks
very much 1o the Cardifi lady who brought us some arlicles
o sell. We also extend our thanks to the Baollon Branch lady
for the lovely dofls, the File Branch lady for the Easter Eggs
- thay were all soid as well, and 1o all Heraford ladies wiho
confributad 1o tha stall, 'We wara congratulated on swch a
wonderiul display.

The meetings were inferestirg and in such grand
surroundings, Our Secrefary Jo Anscombe was proud o
recaive a Cerdificate of Apprecation from Brigadier S5 P
Migld CBE at the AGM. We all enjoved the dinner very
much - excallent menu and wine. Greal speechas, stirring
mugic from the Band and, a5 always, the commenity singling
was vary much a highlight. The song sheats were a great
help oo, The conversations with new and oid fnends were
wonderful, Our table mingled with many others and listened
to each other's stories of Army lile than and now. Altogsether
a wonderful evening

The Drumhead Service on Sunday was agaln moving, and
Reverend Sue Wing so sincere, as was The Right Reverand
Monsignor Vasey. Agaln the Band excelled and the chosen
hymins and readings were 50 appropriata.  Herelord was
especially proud to see our Standard and Bearer Mrs Jackia
Meave on Parade. You were 50 smar Jackie, Well dona!
and thank you. Then the March Pastl Well wasn't that
something - two for the price of one ah? 11 was groat and 20
many shll marching. What a credit we are! So with our
heartfzil thanks to Mrs Egna Thomas and the Committes of
Cardift Branch, thank you for your hospitality ard hard work,
Thank yvou to Council and HO too, A marvelions reunion
2000, and thank you Magghe and Edith.

To more mundane matbers. We enjoyved a Christmas Lunch
in Novernber 1992 at a Ross-on-Wye pub restaurant which
soveral members atterded. Also Mrs Eva Burlon again lasd
a Poppy Wreath on behall of our Branch when she and
several oihers joined in the Remembrance Parade by tha
Royal Brfish Lagion, Mra Jackie Neave was in attendance
with the Standard, as she was when & few of us met at the
War Memornial for a Civic Service on Armistica Day.

Sadly Mrs Phyllis Martin ex 517({M) HAA Bty lost har fight
with cancer on December 19th 1592, She is greatly missed.

We wish Mrs Grace Morphew, cur member in Wantage,
great happiness in her new homae - stilat Wantage though.
We have had letlers from three of our younger membars.

Congratulations to Dabbis and Martin Casay, a step up the
ladder for Marin, Thank yvou io Liz Kemp for the donation
to funds and weicomea home from Kosovo where she was
PA 1o General Jackson, We are proud of both girisl . Then
a letler rom member Carol Nedl. She is off with her sisier
on June 151 to cycle from Dulwich College, South London to
Brussels in three days to raise funds for the Royal British
Legion Poppy Fund. She is being sponsored of course, and
we have sent her a Branch donation.  Anyong who would
like o send a donation pleass do so. Two hundred and
thirty miles in three days is worth all she and her sister can
raise. Good Luck Caral and Gill.

We are soon having anciher Branch raffie o raiss funds and
this will be drawn at the end of July. Hopefully a car boot
saka is in tha alling too.

Earky in July, we hope 1o welcome an ex-Gl who spant time
recuperating from wounds at a nearby hospital during World
War 2. He wrilas from Louisiana that he and wile Mane
hopea to mest a few of us for a chat, Jo has contacted tha
local radia station for publicity for our Branch, More on the
meaefing next timea,

Sixtean of us hops o joumey to Donningion n Septembear.
The menu is very enficing and Shropshire Branch are great
hosls. Sae you thera!

Bith birthday celebrafion

llferd Branch became B0 years ofd in 1999, To celebrate
thiz evend it was decided to have a Buffel Lunch at the
branch in December. Ninelean members weare prasent and
contributions to the lunch were made by all members,

We were happy to welcome 1o the lunch Mary Curtis the
daughter of one of the onginal OMAAT members, whoso
membership lasied ovar 70 years.

llterd Branch was formed in 1815 by several ax membars ol
the OMAAC and was joined through the years by ex-ATS,
Throughout the whole ol this period lhe branch has
confinued to hold regular monthly mestings, the st 50
yoars or s0 at 40 Argyl Road, Iltord, a house owned by Toc
H. We have always been a small branch even though
efforts have bean made through the yvears 1o increase he
membership. We have one ex-WRAC member and many of
us have bean friends o guile a Taw years.

We have always been a very happy branch with a loyval
meambership who have halpad to maintain the continuation
of the branch during ifs long life,
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LEEDS

Twro new members have joined our Branch, we hopo thay
will enjoy our monthly meetings.

ety 412 8 e ud oo e S

In February we finalised arrangements for Cardiff.

I March our Secretary gave us details of the Northern Area
reunion toobe held agaln 8t York racecourse,  Most
mambears will attand.

April saw 7 mambers off to Cardift which was voled a much
better organised Re-Undon, In spite of & nasty accident to
Mrs Bustard, everybody enjoyed the venue, the meal, the
enterainment and the Drumhead Sardics,

Ergoving the sinshine on Penarth Prer, AT.E, Reunion
Cardiff, April 2000, L ta B Emily Newbould,

Celia Thompeon, Mary Clements

Owr frignds from York Branch jpined us at our May meeting,
whare we all enjoved a sumplucus feast and friendby
chatter. Five members joined our Mixed Hy A A By friends
for & holiday weekend at Midd Hall, The wealher was
perfact, the gardens and scenery at their best and aur trip in
the Yorkshing Dales votad one of the best. The special ce
cream rounded off a most enjovable day. Many thanks fo
Mrs Clapham for crganising it &l

In June some members will be joining Ves Robins af
Lichliedd for the dedication of our trees at the Mational
Arboretum.

In July York will be tha destination for most of the Branch,
the Mixed Hy & A Re-union weekend being looked forsand
ta as the highlight of the year,
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LEICESTER AND NOTTINGHAM

Wao have beld our usueal I‘t'lfll'llﬂljl m&a!ings withh  &n
atiendance of 25-30 members and no cancellatons due to
bad waather,

1928 finlshed with our Christmas Party, which was enjoyed
by all and January 2000 shouwid have stared this year with
a visit to the theatra, bul sadly all tickets had been sold

Qur February meeting saw us with our friends from Ashiy-
de-da-Zouch discussing our plans for the Wales and West
Area Reunion which we are hosting in 2000, Full details will
be n the nexl Lioness,

in March we held our Bring and Buy Sahe in suppor of our
funds ard in April we had a talk and demonsiration by 54
John's Ambutance. Unfortunately, at this meeting one of
our mambars had a bad fall on the stairs. breaking her arm
and smashing her shoulder. Forlunately for Vera the 5t
John's people were able o halp, Vera now has a bolt in har
shoulder and at the time of writing this report is not too well,
But we all hope 1o see har back al our meelings balore vary
lorg.

Our dayy out planned for May had 1o be cancelied due to lack
of suppord, not from our own members but from ofher
Assodalions whom we hoped would fill the seals. This
seems o be a problem for all Associations,

Twelve of our members altended the Cardiff Hewnion and
had & super weekend, even the weather was kind 1o us,
Qur thanks to Cardiff and to all involved in the organisation
of the weekend,

Qur thanks o all our members for their continued support
and our best wishes 1o those whao may be il or just undear the
waather - pleass do let us know If you are in need of help.

LOMDOM

Cordeff Revnton: Mare Doee, Eve Elfison, Doris Sanders

We ended 1959 with an enjoyable Christmas Tea Parly - a
departure from our usual lunch because we had already had
a lunch in Seplember in celebration of BO years of the
Association and London Branch, |f proved a great success.
It was much cheaper than lunch, jusl lea and mince pes
with the addition of & splendid Christmas Cake provided by
our Vice-Prosident, Evelyn Parks., We held a raffle in asd of
the Women's Mamaorial Fund and raised £170.

At our Fabruary mesting we walcomed Georgina Braziar-
Polter again who falked about the many musicians who had
Ived in Camden and Hampstead. She llustrated the falk
with fapes of their well-loved music. In March anciher old
friend, E C Brooks, showed us slidas of the City of London,



and gave us an insight into corners of the city which are not
always well-known, even to Londoners.

More than 30 members of the Branch were in Cardiff for the
Grand Reunion 2000 and had a wonderful time. We much

apprecited alplypipard s WG 2t 9RRS VLA SRS

a successful we

LUTON

Cardiff 2000 - what a great time we had! Once again we
hired a coach, and with members from Chelmsford,
Dacorum, Greater London, London and Wimbledon
branches, off we set. Our driver was most considerate,
- comfort stops en route, but aren't the prices in the motorway
services astronomical!

We stayed at the Forté Post House at Pentwyn, very
welcoming and comfortable; good food served by excellent
staff. On Friday evening we were approached by two
ladies, enquiring how we were getting into Cardiff for the
jollifications. We explained we had our own coach, at which
they asked if we would give them a lift. Brian, our driver was
happy to do so, so our numbers increased to 38 for the rest
of the weekend.

We all "did our own thing" on Saturday morning - tearing
ourselves away from the shops, the Castle etc in time for the
AGM. Then the dinner - | walked into the Hall to hear
someone enquiring of an usher if she knew me. Then she
turned saying "Not to worry, there she is" - a friend from 4
Independent Company, GHQ FARELF, whom | hadn't seen
for 47 years! She recognised me straight away - despite the
extra weight. Either | was a very elderly looking teenager,
or I've worn pretty well - | prefer to think the latter is
appropriate. The meal was excellent, the company superb,
all in all it was a very memorable evening. Did anyone

notice how surprised the young waiters and waitresses were

at our antics?

it was surprising that we all managed to get up in time for
the Drumhead Service and Parade on Sunday, but we did.
The service was very moving and Monsignor Vasey's
sermon very fitting. | don't know who selected ‘He who
would valiant be' for one of the hymns, but the lady next to
me was quite impressed because | knew it off by heart - you
can't help but do so if you have sung it at least twice a week
throughout your schooldays.

Just two small criticisms:

1. Our Secretary had a full list of everyone on our coach,
with branches, and we asked her to register us 'en bloc',
but this was not permitted. It would save no end of time,
if such lists were acceptable at future gatherings.

2. Whatever went awry with the March Past? Was the first
one a rehearsal? Also, those of us at the rear of the
parade had great difficulty in hearing the orders given at
the head.

Nevertheless, the consensus of opinion amongst 'our gang'
was that everything went very well - congratulations Cardiff,
Wales & West Area, and Headquarters, in the words of
young Mr Grace "You've all done very well".

We continue to enjoy our Branch meetings, having had a
variety of interesting speakers, particularly "Age Concern" -
the scope of their activities surprised us.

Forthcoming attractions include a talk on the history of our
local hospital, one by the Pest Control Officer from the
Borough Council and a discussion with a lady studying for a
PhD, on "Women in the Services during and after the
Second World War". We also look forward to a Floral Art
demonstration, during the summer.

In closing, may | say on behalf of Luton Branch how good it
is to see the barriers between the ATS & WRAC crumbling
at long last. About time too!

MIDDLESBOROUGH

We are still soldiering on though we have only 12 members.
A lot of our ladies are getting older and housebound, so our
meetings only take place every 2 months at the home of one
of our members.

We still have our usual Raffle, Bring and Buy and Buy sales
and Coffee Mornings although we are not making a lot of
money.

We visit our housebound and those in hospital. Most of our
members have had the usual flu virus so we weren't able to
have our Xmas Lunch until February 2000.

We will be having a day out during the summer and a few
members will be attending the Battle of Britain and
Remembrance Sunday.

We did consider closing the branch due to dwindling
numbers, but on the advice of another Branch Secretary we
have been advertising for ex-WRAC girls. Unfortunately we
have had no response so we are going to try E-mail and the
Internet hoping for better results.

We would like to wish you all the best for year 2000.

NEWCASTLE

Every third Thursday still brings a steady stream of about 35
members to the Companions Club, Newcastle, obviously
looking forward to an enjoyable afternoon meeting friends
and having happy chats etc. They come from both sides of
the Tyne. From Jarrow, Gateshead, Whickham, Chester-le-
Street and Durham in the South and from North Shields,
Whitley Bay, Gosforth and Wideopen on the North side. |
mention these places as they may be of interest to any
exiles from this area who would be made welcome should
they care to visit! I've always wondered about any ex-ATS
and WRAC living in the rural parts of Northumberland who
would have difficulty attending meetings in Newcastle. The
nearest place to the north which was mentioned in "Lioness"
is Glasgow. | don't recall any news from Edinburgh or
Carlisle areas.

In November 1999 we attended a ceremony at Tynemouth
when their War Memorial was newly updated to include the
deaths of known local personnel of the Second World War.
Among those names was a Winifred Patterson, known only
as an ATS member who had died in 1943. | contacted the
Village Project responsible for the occasion but they have
nothing other than a notification from the War Graves
Commission and no detail other than the name is known. If
anyone could throw any light on this lady's history it would
be appreciated.
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On the social side, we had a Christmas celebration in
January with entedainmeant by our small condar parly. In
March we had an enfoyable lunch at a small villages inn at
Dinnington, norh of Mewcastle. This was achieved al low
cost 88 most got there by public trarﬁpart on bus passes

wihich saved ﬁéﬁf I5¢5H the
bus ride as i.PEIpas ] WWM also rﬂa.aumhly

priced.

In @arly June wea hopa that some of our members will atlend
the British Legion's big day al Alnwick Castle wilh othar ax-
sevice and sening organisations, Those of our members
who attended the Grand Reunion at Cardifl had enjoyved tha
expenence and thelr appreciative sentiments are exprassed
in the following comments from Joyee Stephenson, ona of
OUr members:-

"WRACIATS Association Reunion April 2000

Many thanks for a wery swccessful Reunion al Cardiff -
cartalnly with a differencel We were fortunate enowgh to
speand a few days in Cardiff and how the sun shong for esl!
Administration, plus the senvices provided weare very much
appreciated - non-stop baverages of all kinds. Yellow and
green decked the tables for the evening dinner, fike a breath
of Spring. The church service was vary moving. The manch
past a litile light-hearied, due to difficully keeping in stepll!

Many thanks to all comcerned in making our slay so
anjoyvable.”

HORFOLK AMD SUFFOLK

Our monthly meetings confinua to be well-attended, We
have had some enjoyvable aflemoons with speakers who
have variously interested, emnarained and educated us with
their talks on such diverse topics as tha history of masic-
boxes, the world of singing and opara training and of work
among the povery-siricken children of India. We are now
arranging our summer oulings and shoshy intend o spand a
day in Bury 5t Edmunds and Fekxstowe. Some of us are
going to the Sardringham Flower Show and, In July, hopea
to aftend the special day being arranged for all former
members of the ATS and the WAAF by the adminstrators of
the Flixton Air Musaurn in Suliolk.

We weara sorry 1o bearn thatl our Greal Yarmouth Group,
formed in 1892 by Mrs Meg Watson and for the pasi sic
yaars under the secrefaryship of Mrs Beryl Cupar, has
decided that, with attendance falling through iliness and
difficulties of ransport, they can no longer manage 1o gat
together for monthly meetings, We shall of course confinue
o keap o towch with them.

it was very good to join them at Greal Yarmouth on May
11ih for cur annual commamoration service al tha sile of tha
plague in memory of the 26 ATS girls killed there on bay
11ih 1943. This year the service was paricularly wall-
attended. One of the ladies present, Mrs Kay Chadwick
from Loughton, brought alang friends from tha ilord Branch.
Mrs Chadwick had been stationed nearby al the time of the
fatal raid, had known soma of tha girls and attendod their
funarais in the iocal cemetery, Preseant too was A
gentleman from Morthamplon who was also  statoned
nearby in 1843 and helped to rescue the one survivor from
the bombed building, Flowers were lad from ws all, and
fiowars send by Mrs Belty Hurnl, ona of the ATS mambers
who, as Corporal Morcup, was Commended for Devotion to
Dty at the bime. Some 45 people were presant, including
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& represeniatives from Branches of men's Associations, & of
their Standards being paraded, Aler he senice, poppy
crosses were laid on the graves of the 2 girls buried in the
Roman Cathiodic Cemetery and on the graves in the Great
Yarmouth [Caister) cemetery of anolber § girfls and the 2
young men who also died in the raid. 1t was, a5 always, &
VETY MOvireg oocasion.

We extend a warm invilation to all members of the
Aszockation who are holidaying in East Anglia to come along
o one af cur meatings which are heéd on the first Saturday
of each month in the 5t Luke's Centre, Aylsham Road,
Morwich. Telephone Morwich 453075 for dedails. We would
be defighted to see you,

OMAGH

Our Anmnual Luncheon was in the Siver Birch Hotel on
Saturday 16ih Oclober 12939, Twanly Two members from
the Ulster Branch in Belfast joined ws. We had a lovaly
afterroon and we had our pholographs taken. The phota s
af three former ATS girls taken at the Luncheon.

Birs M K Twist MBE is in tha centre. Sha joinad the ATS in
15938 and was the first member to join in Morthermn reland.
Her numbsar was W2, She wenl on to work in e War
Office, was promoted fo the rank of Senior Commander
FP244848 and was damobbed in 1945, Hazel Ball i on the
right and | (Veronica Muldoon) am on the left. We both
sarved in Ormagh, working in the catering department.

Mrs M K Tounat MBE, Mise H. Bell, Mrs V. Muldon

PLYMOUTH

| think | will have to buy myself scme Ginkgo Biloba as |
have bean trying to remember events that we have enjoyed
since our last magazine, bul sadly, unless | make nates, |
tend to forget! In spite of my memony problems, cur Branch
is still surviving. Sadly howaver, In Movamber ‘99 we kad 1o
put anathar entry into our Memorial Book. To balancs aur
loss we have had three new members this year so our
membership now is 53 annual and 32 life.

A dozen members from Prymouth invaded Cardift for the
Grand Reunlen and, once we gof there, it was 'grand’,. Our
hotels wara axcellent, we mat old friands and made new
irends, the weekend went foD fast! | can't say the same o
the journey up on tha train. We booked on a straighl
through and ended up on 3 trains and an hour late. Our
chamgpion letbar writer, Betly Mitchedl, successfully took an
the task of teling the relevant frain companies what we
thought af the jourmey. 11 pays to complain!



Betty has also writlen lefters, two of them in the form of
petiions, signed by our group, o oour 3 Plymouth MPs about
the Memorial io the Service Women in WW2, We have had
2 replies so far, giving their total support b our caiese.

Now we are PBRICymM e SSerrtervarsiominly
meetings are picking up. the time you read this news'

our first fund raising table top sale of this year will have
taken place - as successful as the last one we hopel This
is clogely followed by our June meeling during which a
group of our ATS ladies will be recording on video, details of
their work in the army and the diference the amy training
made io thedr lives. This s somaihing we have planned lor
a long time because we think we need a record of these
facts for the archives, How alse will the childran get to know
what Granny actually did in the war? As TV documantarias
are not gaing to supply the facts we cught o do it ourselves,
how about it ladies? A whole seres of videos could be
made, one from each Branch to complete the record,

Once the video is over we are looking forward i a June
coach inp with the Plymouth WRNS to Exeter whera wa will
jmin up with Exeter WRMNS and some of our Exeter Branch
WRAC Azzociation for lunch followed by a shopping trip on
the way home,

Cur Chnstmas Lunch 15 already booked for 28th Movember.
Once again it will ba good food In good company and in very
pleasan! surroundings, I you are in Plymouth for that date
and would ke fo join us let us know,

We are also sorting out our July day trip, we have several
apliens, ona of which iz a day tnp 1o Worthy Down lor a
passing out parade but we will have to wait and see which
frip gets the majonty vobe,

Dur Standard Bearer has starled on the round of memaorial
parades durng the summer which will be rounded off in the
Pavilions Plymouth for the Annual Festival of Remembrances
on Friday 10th Movember. On Saturday 11th November
Droriz will be joined by 5 other gallant ladies of the Plymouth
Branch, on the London frain o march and pay their respects
at the Cenotaph,

By the time you read this report wa will ba praparing for
Chrigtmas. The next report will be in the yvear 2001 50 may
we wish all members a warm summer, a Merry Christmas
and & Happy Mew Year from the Plymouth Branch,

RHYL

We have been having our usual busy time herz in Rhyl and
the vear has flown by, | missed the deadinge for cur last
Lioness and | wish to apologise fo my comrades at Ryl
Branch as they do ke to keep in touch regulary through the
Liamess with all their frignds and comrades,

My repart must start with the sadness of reporting the loss
of Elleen Copeland last year, she was a very active member
ol this Branch and will be sadly missed by us all,

Wa have had B new membars during this last 6 months.
There are 3 members who were in the WAAF and they are
row vary active members of this Branch. We have akso had
4 new members who live too far away to come to the
monthly mestings but we hope to meet them at our Anncal
Social ARemoon in June at Rhyl Town Hall.

The [adies are very busy organising the Soclal Afternoon
and we hope that many of our comrades from the Branches
in tha Morth are able to allend this again. Last year B of our
ladies joined the Momandy Veterans on their irip of
Mormandy, | was a very moving time for us all. We weara
very proud when our oldest mamber, Dorothy Madcall who
is 24 wears old thizs Aprl, was given the MNormandy
Campaign Medal iogether with the other Velerans in &
spacial service in Mormandy., The trip was vary firing for us
younger ones bul Dorothy seamed 0 have more enengy
than | can muster up and just kept on going for the whole

i yenrs of marringe

Im March this year a kol of our ladies joined our member vy
Ruffley and her husband Stanley in celebrating &0 vears of
arrage

We have had a Bingo Evening and have various coffee
momings arranged for the coming monihs so it looks as
though Chrisimas will be here before we have time to rest

again.

We are going to Bridiington an the 16th June for the Ex-
Service Combined Weakend again this year, We all look
forward fo this as it is & chance for us fo relax and enjoy
meefing ex-comrades and making new friends gach year,

Thera are 3 of our members who were in the WRAC and
who are determined to go to the WRAC Dinner and
Weskend this year. They have been hoping to go for the
last 2 years and something else has always cropped up and
siopped them, but they say nothing will stop them this year,

By the time this repor is prinfed we will have had our Social
Afterncon and will be busy preparng for Christmas
celebrations, so may | take this opporunily to wish all
mambers of the Association a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Successhul 2001. If any membars are ever in
Rhyl on the 2nd Monday of any month they woukd be very
wialcome to join us al The Bhyl Spords and Social Club
{formerhy Maval Club) Wellington Road, Bhyl at 1.30pm
when we hold cur monthly meetings.

We have had our Standard for nearly 12 months now and i
has bean oul on Many occasions, Jean i getting the hang
of carrying it, although she says she has a greal deal to re-
leam {she is nving o gel used 1o doing the slow march
again}, age s taking its toll in this respect,
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ROCHDALE

On getiing back to maetings alter the “Milkannium”, we were
wandering how many would furm wp, but most did. Like ma,
quite a lot of our ladées Wve outshde the area and have to
fraved Inta gg ﬁ i e
lovely Rochdale ugﬂm% : mm% sit
round the Tong' (nol rownd) table 1o anjoy our discussions
and good fellowship,

On 3rd March, 15 of us travelled into Yorkshire, to the
Millennlom Lunch held at the Milstone Restaurant near
Harrogate. A lovely lunch and aftemnoon’s enterainment
was enjoved by all - there were several hundrod people
ihara.

April Tih, and the big day arrmead, We sat off by coach to
Cardiff and enjoyed a very pleasant drive down, Four of our
group stayed in the cily al Jurys Hofel the rest of us
journeying on fo the Jane Hodge Hotel in the Vale of
Glamorgan, about 8 mies oul. Here it was very restiul and
the beauliful surroundings were the perfect setting for a
leigurely evaning meal,

On Saturday we commuted back fo the city for The activities
there. An added bonus for most of our group, and 12
members from other branches, was a trip out with our driver
to 3t Fagan's Museum of Welsh Life. With tha weaather
remaining kind it was also a treafl driving back to our hotal in
time to get ready for the dinner and deive back to tha venue,
We all agreed thal the venue was a big improvement on the
last one, as the whole party was seated together, The
young paopda wailing on tha {ables were raally pleasant and
nothing was oo much rouble for them, The piclure on the
wing bolfles was a nice gesture and the wing was vory
reasonable. We couid even hear the speeches and toast
this time, and fables 49 and 50 gave their all whan it came
1o the singing afterwards. Enclosed is & picture of some of
the people on our table, “giving 0 some welly” at the last
song. A good time was had by all.

Seve of the Rochdale broneh gioe therr all fo
“Therell alwaye be an England”

We had some sad news on our return as our dear friend,
Mary Campball, had had a fall down the stairs, subtaring bad
bruising and a broken leg. She has been in Rochdale
Infirmary ever since, Dul is now improving stowly,  Our
prayers are with her, and those of you who know Mary will
know that she keeps smiling despite everylning. God bless
har!

48

SALISBURY

Eight branch mombers anjoyed the Grand Reunson and
AGM weakend in Cardiff. We thought the Welsh kove
spoons and the wine labeks were excellent. Congralulatons
to the team of organisers, it was such a friendly gathering.
The double parade was good for the videa!! 'We also look
forward 1o recenving tha promaotional leaflel

Our Chrestmas Lunch at the Red Lion was a greal success
but the numbears attending our monihly mestings have been
& bt fovwr clurineg thiese wat wintes maondhs. Too many flu bugs
around,

Fabruary, Thirza Sallick organised a guiz about part of har
collection of Hoyal memorabilia which she brought to the
maeting. Many of us had ‘senior moments’ when dates just
eluded us; baut it was most enjovable.  As usual there was
plenty of chokce lar the Faith Lunch, and far ieo much lo eal.

Char branch was invited to take part in the April Royal British
Legion County Parade in Salisbury Cathedral, We were all
prowd of our Chairman, Alysen Ogden, as she camied our
Standard.

Miss Joan Hughes was our visiting spaaker for the April
meeting. An ifustrated talk on her visit o the Haly Land
contained slides of many places mantaned in the Bibla.

Mizs Irevee Ludlow és preseeted with ke Certificate of
Appreciation by Southern Area Chairman,
Col. Valerie Trout

Area Chairman Colonel Vel Trout then presented the
Association Cerlificate of Appreciaton to lrene Ludlow as
she had bean unable 1o be in Cardiff. The cerificate
recognrises her active support, rarely missing any mesting,
and her conslant kindness and cheerfulness makes her a
most popular member of our Dranch.



SHIPLEY

Time for our report from Shipley Branch to say we have had
a hard winter and the numbers at our meetings have been
less than usual as so many of our members have been ili

and unable to BRI Compressor Free Version

We were very sorry to lose one of our founder members,
Mrs Grace Hardy, who passed away in January after a long
stay in hospital. Our hard working chairwoman, Mrs Lois
Bullen has had a spell in hospital and is still having
treatment, but we all hope she will soon be well enough to
join us at our meetings again. Our Secretary, Miss Connie
Bardsby, has been in hospital for a knee replacement and
we all hope she too will soon be well enough to rejoin us.

The members who were able to atiend our meetings
enjoyed a bingo session and had a lot of fun at a ‘'mock
auction’ to raise money for our funds at another meeting.
We had a very interesting slide film show on “The Pharoes”,
which everyone enjoyed. We also had an Easter Fayre to
raise more cash for our funds, so members who have been
able to attend have enjoyed our programme so far this year.
We hope our sick members will soon recover and be able to
join us for the remainder of the year.

SHROPSHIRE

Hello again, here is our Report, continuous from the last
one, but maybe shorter.

As usual we attended the 'Battle of Britain' Service. We had
another trip to the Houses of Parliament, where we had the
opportunity of chatting to our local MPs, Bruce Grocott MP
for Telford and Peter Bradiey MP for the Wrekin. A very
pleasant day, ending with a meal on the way home.

In November we made our annual visits to Remembrance
Services.

Once again we enjoyed our Christmas Party, which was
made special by celebrating the 50th WRAC, and 80th ATS
Anniversaries. 5 WRNS and 1 WLA joined us, and our
members ail donated food for a delicious buffet. Muriel
Willoughy donated two bottles of wine for the Invitation Card
Lucky Number Prize, which was won by Beryl and Chris. A
special cake was made, and our Local Press Photographer
arrived, putting us in the news again.

We had our Annual Dinner in January at the '‘Poachers
Pocket' Dawley Bank. In February, we catered for Dawley
House Members Party, which they thoroughly enjoyed. Our
Branch had a Memorial Day at the Grand Reunion Cardiff
and we did well on our Bottle Stall.

We send our best wishes to our members who cannot
attend our meetings. Some have had operations, Eunice,
Terri, and Nancy M, thankfully they are well again and back
with us.

Nancy M went up in the world on her 83rd Birthday in May,
at RAF Cosford. She flew in a Glider, and with others raised
around £3,000 for the Anthony Nolan Bone Marrow Trust.
Nancy herself raised nearly £200 and is now a member of
the Wrekin Glider Club, what you might call a High Flyer!!

Dawley Day, this year is on July 1st.

We give a warm welcome to our three new recruits namely;
Irene Beecham, Violet Whitefoot, and Hilda Dakin.

Time is marching on and we are now busy preparing for our
Reunion, at Cordingley Hall, Donnington, on September
23rd and looking forward to seeing you all.

Once gain, best wishes to you all wherever you are, keep
soldiering on.

SOUTHAMPTON

Another 6 months have gone by with our AGM taking place
last October, our Standard being paraded at the
Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph, Southampton, and
again at the Festival of Remembrance at Southampton
Guildhall. It was also paraded on 27/28 November by
Margaret Barham at the Birmingham International Tattoo,
which went well but due to distance we were unable to give
support. Three of our members again attended the
Remembrance Service at Westminster Abbey in November.

In December we enjoyed our usual Christmas Party, and
again were invited by the Isle of Wight Branch to their
Christmas Lunch at Shanklin, aiways a good day out.

In the latter part of 1999 we sent an information letter, as
advised in the "Lioness", about the Memorial to Women of
WWII to our local MP urging him to attend and support the
Adjournment Debate in the House of Commons, which
indeed he did. We also made a £100 donation towards this
Memorial.

We started off year 2000 with a special Millennium Lunch
prepared by staff at the Ex-Servicemen's Club where we
meet on the first Wednesday of each month, either during

" the day or evening. So far our speakers have been a

Financial Advisor, a Local Historian and an Authoress. In
April we enjoyed our Annual Dinner which 24 attended, also
members went along to a commemorative service for the
"Home Front" at Winchester Cathedral.

The Grand Reunion at Cardiff was the highlight of the year
to date. It was a great success, an interesting weekend for
members, plus our Standard went along too!

To date our last event to be inciuded in this report was
another trip to the Isle of Wight on a perfect summer's day
to join the branch's Millennium Lunch at Farringford Hotel
Tennyson's home on 8th May. Always a good day out but
alas only 4 could attend due to illness.

Our membership strength is 45 Annual and 36 Life.

SOUTHPORT & DISTRICT

Our Branch has had quite a busy year. We attended the
Normandy Veterans Church Service and a Dedication at the
Garden of Remembrance. We were invited to Bowring Park
by the Liverpool WRNS and we also supported the
Southport WRNS' and WAAF's Association events.

Our own meetings are happy occasions, we have had a
speaker from the Salvation Army also a Bring and Buy sale
and at Christmas we had a very festive lunch at a local
hotel.

49



During the year one of our members, Nancy, and her
husband Tom calebratad their Golden  Wedding
Anniversary. In September we pined Vicky for a buffet
lurch io celebrate her eightietn birthday,

L b R Joven, Margarer, Trene, Vicky, Paooy,
Nancy Maud, Olive

We all look forward to another happy year.

STOCKPORT

Cuir last meeting in 1999 was a very pleasant fea pany In
the Armeoury where wa have our regular meetings. We had
voled for an evening oul for a Christmas meal but, due o
unloresaen circumstances, this had te ba cancellad.
Instead, we voted 1o have an evening cut and a meal in the
Mew Year. So lar this has nol been arangad.

Quite a lew of our ladies went 1o the Memornal Service for
the crew of 55 Stockport, which want down with all hands
in 1943, This was a lovely sarvice held in 55 Peter's
Church followad by a very walcome warming lunch at the
ATOUrY,

We had a Bring and Buy sake afier the meeting in April to
raise hunds Tor cur forthcoming birthday party in Seplembsar.

Several of our members attended the re-union in Cardiff.
It was heid in the Cardiff Intermational Arena. a very
imposing building. The nest Grand Re-union is rumicured
iy be held in either Birmingham or Manchester. We ladies
Morth of *“Wattard Gap® await the decision with interest,

STAFFORD

We have baeen in cur naw meeting room, at Trinity Church
for 8 months now and il is a greatl Improvemant - moee
space, light and airy, and wa can now imale speakers once

again!

Movember; Twenty teo membears enjoyed a very unusual
falk by Police Inspector David Baldwin
{Ret'd) whosa hobby is tracing Officers and
OR's who served In the 1914-1918 war
starting from theair school days, throogh o
their Service life and, in some cases, o thair
deaths in batlle. He concluded his falk by
ghawing ws his coliection of ATS
memorabilia,  Three members fravelled to
London for the Remembrance Sunday
Parada in Whitehall and 7 members attended
fhe local service at which a wreath was laid at
ihe War Memorlal.

a0

Having enjoyed ouwr Anniversary Lumch lasi
April at the Red Lion Bradley, we decided to
hawe our Christmas Lunch thare om 14th
December. 1 was the right decision as the
meal was exceflant and there was a greal
Chrisimas aimosphera.  We were joined by
our newes! membear, Mrs Gilkan Burke, from
Lichfield whom we had not met before,

A5 we had varous fhings fo discuss tor the
Grand Redundon and the part Stafford Branch
were o play during the weakend, we did nod
have a speaker so finished with & quiz,

We enjoyed an interesting talk, with stides, on
our speaker's visit to a smak town in Amenica
called Minat, Morth Dakata.

Staftord's own poeless, Mrs Alken, came 1o
enfertain us once again with poams thal wans
bolh humorous and sad including one about
tha Millennium.

The Grand Rewnion! Seven members attended
from the Stafford Branch and we enjoyed every
minule of the weekend. Good accommodation,
good food, wall organised from start to finesh.
Well done Major Dee McERgott and Cardiff
Branch. We also anjoyed the Drurmbesd
Service and the March Past!!! We are now
looking forward 1o the Wales & Weasl Area
Aeundon in Donnéngton on 23nd Seplember.

SUNDERLAMD

Movember 1993 saw two of our members, Mrs M Halliday
and Mrs G Alkinson, fogether with their friend, Mrs M Senior
selling poppées at the local suparmarkal for the 10th year m
succession.  They began when the supermarket first
cpenad and hope lo conlinue for Many mose years.

Mrs Martha Hallidey

In December we had our Chrisimas lunch at the
Companions Club and were joined by Mrs Gwen Friday,
Secretary of the Morth East Group, The meal, a3 usual, was
excellent and we weare than enterdained by Vicky and hes
hustand. Almost every Branch member attended and we
had a very enjoyable afternoon.

We had a celebrabon cake made for January 2000 but
unforunately many of cur members were unable to attend
due to the "lu epidemic, so0 our Chairman stored the cake in
her freezer and brought # back for the February mesting
which was also our 14th birthday. Luckily most of our
membsars had recovered by then so the cake was cul ard
distributed, and very nica it was 100,
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Mrs Vinnie Burgham

Ten of our members, fraveling by min-bus atended the
Grand Reunion in Cardifl. We arrived on Friday night and
were assured that the ClA was only a “ten-manube walk"™ down
the road. On Saturday moming the weather was glorious
and |, in my innocance, asked whether we should walk or take
the mini-bies. We decided 10 walk. 45 minutes and a raar
heart aftack later everyons arrived at thie CIA. |, baing a mere
stripling of 56 years, had hurmed on and managed to registor

all of our group bud | had to make profuse apologies. If age

iz an attifude of mind, then my membars an skl leanagers.
Unfartunately the bodies aren't. So please ladies, if you meet
anyone from Sundarland Branch and are asked lor dractions,
DONT say "It's only a 10 minute walk” as we will probably
have hysterics.

The Reunion dsef was greaf, but we weare not Impressaed
with the meal or the standard of sendce. We did realise that
the wailing sialf consisted mainly of studants but we did have
o wal guite some lime betweean the maeal beaing sarved and
the vegetables following. We enjoyed the Drumhead
Senice and the March Past despile one of 1w hicoups.

Ciur Branch staved untll Monday, and on Sunday night we
wara invited o a British Legion Club somewhara on the way
1o Merthyr Tydfil. We weare made most welcome - indeed
wheraver we went in Cardiff paople were very kind and
friendly, On the whaba, wa had a very enjoyabla weakend,

SWAMNSEA

We have had a faw busy months meeting up with Cardiff
branch regarding the arangements for the Grand Raenion.

Cur siall sold Welsh Memorabiiia, which was supplied by Mr
Fuller of Mumbles with the assistance of Dorothy Liewellyn
and Veronica Barrington. Dorothy Liewelhyn CQARANC, was
i charge of arrangements and ouwr stall looked great with
the big Welsh Flag on the front. it really gave a Welsh
flavour to it all, Our team of 4 worked hand cn the Satunday
moming setiing wp tha stall and selling our wares, buf we

were rewarded by knowing thal we did very well and sold
more than we axpected, sefling out of many items.

We thoroughly enjoyed the reunion, mesating many frinds
from different pars of the world and ocur own lovely British
Isias. The Military Band was great playing all our
favourite songs, even the wealher was good although
waiting on parade Sunday Moming tha wind was cold butl
the marching soon warmed us up. Congratulations to HG
for the organisation,

Aftendances al our meetings have been low owing 1o
members being M. The mestings are stil held at the
Guildhall, Swansea, on the first Wednesday in the maonth,
Wae are busy arranging our outings and speakers for the rest
of the year now thal the reunion s passed. Our Christmas
Lunch al Owwich Bay Hotel in December was a great
success we also had a rafile and all enjoyed a lovely day out,
Two of our mambers attended the Lord Mayor of Swansaa's
inauguration and had tea after in the Brangwyn Hall.

We send wishes for good health and happiness to all our
members.

ULSTER

Qur last feature in Lioness (1/2000) lefl us an tha brink of
aur AGM in Bangor, Co. Down. This is hedd in the local
Royal British Legion Hall, a most corvarient vanua with
accessible car parking - and a bar upstairs with Royal British
Legion prices. However it was nol becacse of my single
glass of red wine that | agreed io become Hon. Sec - | found
mysell ‘under thae influence’ of our former Secretan's plea
for release after years and years on the job, Thars will
never be ancther secretary like Alison Wamock and she
miore than deserves our thanks {and my apprehansion!).

| enclose a group pholograph of some of our Branch on the
outing in Cctober to Omagh. This is not only because we
havent had a pholograph in Lioness for ages, butl also
because a printing eror placed us in the Silver8IRTH Hotel
rather than SiverBIRCH! The photo should relieve fears
and scotch rumours. We've been there, done that and
bought the T-ghirts - for the grandchildren! -

Chsr Annuial Luncheon fook place in February in the King's Hall
function suite a5 usual, This B-sided buliding has atways been
alfectionately nicknamed The Threspanny BA' which is a
mystery to the post-decimalisation set.  Forty guesis enjoyed
the excellent lunch, including a new mesmiber fram England,
Mrs lsobal Bromiay, and Mrs Mary Heron, ex-TA also 'enlisted’
as lunch ended. Welcomel Our best wishes go 1o thase poor
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souls who contracted the dreaded flu and other afficlions of
the fliesh'. Lintil next February - kesp taking the tablets.

Preparations are in hand for our Summar Outing an 20 May
= just too late 1o meet your Lioness deadline, We are
heading for EpigfieC o pirevssie Ppes IV eraish 0y
coach) the outslanding lakeland scenery, Pity there won't
be time for water-skiing - maybe next year?

WILMSLOW
Thirteen meambers went to Cardstl in Aprll for the Gramd
Aeunion. We had a wonderful hotel and the wealher was
good, Al the arrangements thal had besen planned were suc-
cessful but | will leave it to others to talk about the Barch Pasti
We have a busy summer ahead in Juna and July,

June 18th, The Royal British Legion Millannmim, Muoster in
Rhyl with bands, choirs and fiy-pasts,

June 24tk Wisit to the old Prizsoner of War camp at Maltan
Yorks

July 45, Liangaollen for the Intermational Eisteddiod.

July Gth, Our Birthday Lunch at the Pinewood (Thistle),

Martirn Ball (our BP) will be thare,

July [on a day to ba confirmed). The oflicial opening of the

Arboretum at Lichfiekd,

Juby 20th . The Royal Horlicultural Show at Tatton Park,
Knutsford,

Cur Ausiralian member senf us some gald o us for a gift for
2000, So we have bought a souvenir tray from Cardiff for
pach of us. Thank you, Joan!l Some of us are having

Peace of mind and an
extra monthly income!

Compuler Sesslons at our local Age Concern OMice, so 'Bill
Gates' had betier watch oui, the Siver Surfers are about.

In Novarmbear wa shall, as usual, go to Loandon for fhe Armestice
weakend where we have booked at the Savoy for fea, will go
o a show or the Albart Hall, then parade as absays.

WIMBLEDOMN

Wimbledon Branch has confinued to meet in the Community
Centre nod far from Wimbledon Station.

We held our Annual Meating on 15th Oclober at which 20
rmambars ware prasant and apalogies received from & olhars,

Cur second Bring and Buy sale ol the year was In
Movember when £80 including donalions was raised, This
will help us to pay our room rent and the ever increasing
cost of speakers.

We walcomed Mrs Eillesn Carier at our Christmas Party m
December when the 20 mambers presen! exchanged cards
and gifts.

Thare was no maaling in Janueary and in Fabruary wa wars
enterfained by Mr Hoatch talking about interviewing the
famous ncleding the Salvation Army Boolh Sisters and
Dame Barbara Cartland,

On the Bth March fourtesn members met at the YMCA in
Wimbladon for a very enjovable lunch and kots of chatter,

The Mational Trust manages a large park near Wimbledon
and at our March meeting we heard about the history of tha
park and house and were shown slides of the sireams which
run through the park, the old snuff mils and the Irees and
birds which make it their haoma.

WHEN JOYCE RENMWICK'S hwshamd died, she faced &
u&hld.m'llllﬂ-.“lwutulnlhlhpmiu-."
recalls Joyoe. “Things that might have beem replaced
weren'l, and il made bolidays difficubl.”
Jq,uuuﬂ:i:minﬂd.haummu'rinHrM|hﬂm
*1 diedn’s wani s b i [t was combartable, warm, quite dose
1o ihe shops and easy for my friends o come and see me,”

Unlocking the capital
Thie house had also grown considerakly in walue, so Joyee

iy hedroom windoss and my parch replwd and doghle
glzed. Mve got mome peoe of minsd, and thene's abvays a linde
soanething in e hash mow, which means that vou can plan
ahead more"

A whtal would Y M pensemers b 6 similar
position: “h, do lhrl:.:l'rlﬁ woukd recoanmend it.”

Yoo may for & Plan i you are &5 or over, or &
comple both over T8, owning & wirth ar lease
E50,000 with litthe or no )
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YORK

Here wa are once again with rews from the York Branch.
Firat of all may we extend a hearty welcoma to the members
whe have joined us from the Scarborough Branch, (thal

Branch havingPDdos€ dum preysordépetcVessions |

In October we had our AGM - we said a big thank you to Mrs
Flo Palphramaud whose service an the committes came 10
an end after 3 years. Flo put in a bol of hard work even
though she was vary ill for & time and was in and oul of
hospetal. We do wish you a very speady recovery Flo. We
then welcomed Mrs Fiona Dixon on to the committee and
hope she will sarve for 3 yaars.

MNovember - we had a Baelie Drive that was thoroughly
enjoyed by all, iollowed by tea‘coffee and biscuits, Also in
Movember, 21 aof our members attended the Festival of
Remembrance at the Barbican in Yark., This is a yearly
event that is a replica of the service held in the Albart Hall in
London and organised by Mr Ted Griffiths the President of
the York Branch of the Royal British Legion. It anyone is
coming Yo York in Movember | waould fully recommend that
they try and get tickels,

December - we had 8 lovely aftarnoon tea party - all the
catering and preparations carmed out by the commitlee.
The celery and cheese seemed to be the favourite dish of
the afternoon.

Colonel Fropnkie Cooke,

January - we changed our usual venue and had a late
Christmas Lunch at the Mewington Hotal just by iha
Racecourse. They certainly put on a lovely belated lunch
for us. The pholos are of the ladies who attendad
the lunch (taken by Colonel Frankie Cook) and the lady
on her own is our own Colonel Frankie taken bafore
she could get down from her vantage point and before
she had time to put her shoes on (photo taken by
Fam Misbitt).

On Tuesday 18th January 2000 members of the Branch
joined other Service Associations in attending the Cathedral
2000 Mikennial Service of tha Brilish Armmy which was held
in the York Minster. The Service was one of many laking
place simultaneousty throughout the workd, wherever British
Troops are senving.

February - we were entertained by Calonal Hazel Powell
and Colonel Frankia Cook to an interesting slide show of
their hofiday on the Siiver Coast in Poriugal.

Mareh - a lady from the MacMillan Nurses gave us a talk
on the wark carred out by these hardworking and maost
comiorting band of nurses.

Aprit - Mr Ted Griffiths the President of the York Branch
Royal British Legion gawe a talk on how the RBL was
formed and the wark that is carried out today.,

Twelve of our ladies attended the Grand Reunion in Cardiff
and really enjoyed themselves, Many thanks to all the
organisers and hope 10 See you all in 2003.

We are now looking forward to the North East Reunion in
Septembar; our trip to Leeds in May o be entertained by
the Leeds ladies; and the Hamrogate ladies ara coming 1o
York in August to be entertained by us.

Eightieth birthday wishes go to the following members:

Mrs Mary Rogan Belated wishes Mary
Krs Betly Willshaw Balated wishes Betly
Mrs Mancy Read 16th May 2000

Mrs Phyl Linsdale 13th Dacambar 2000

Our best wishes for a speedy recovary go to Ms Vera Culley
who has been in hospital and hopefully now on the road 1o
racovary, Our best wishes also go to all members and
frignds of the WRAC Association,

A Japanese, German and British LN
Swords, Daggers and Memorabilia Wanted |

e

e ——
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the collection for which I am pleased to pay.
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b B, % et will eoffect mnwders
Please contact Ron YWarner
46 Langdon Road, Southdown, Bath BAZ 115

or telephone 01225 314353




Weddings

GOLDEN WEDDING (HALL - HERON) On 8th October
1949 at Hal ioity Church, Folkestone, 1, Richard
Somars ME’@E"E‘@M%%&&%QH to
Elleen Kennett HERON, ex ATS MT Sergeant Mot 1 MTTC
Cambariey (W/110035).

354 Loose Road
MAIDSTONE
Kent ME158TT

Presanl Addrass:

On 23rd July, 1949 at 31 Dunstan's Church, Cheam. S5q1
Barnard GOUS RASC o Ex-ATS Joan SPARROW. Thay
met while serving fogether al Mog Training Bn RASC
Yaovil, Somersat,

Presant Addrass:

98 5 Cyrus Road
Caolchester
Essex

Mr and Mre Clows foday,

Enjoy Comfort and Privacy
in our Residential Care Home

Ar cur residential care home in Bexhill-un-5ea, we pruvide comdirtahle,
in'qje.-pu}nﬁ-ﬂr aceeanaudarion foe elderly, disahled an nfirm ex-Servace,
ircduding ax-Marchant service, persansd aral thar wildows o
witlwers =0 that o fulll snd active Tife can be engoaed

Privacy i mamtained in 4 well equipped indivichal rocms and the
bt alse odfers facdlities for married couples. Residenss con enjoy &
ferwe st e, @ s ponm, libeaey, hemod comservanrs and larges,
pleasan: ganfens. Shops and ovher lncal amenities are close sy aml
bealchcare i readily available wichin che home izsell. Residenes’ fees arne
leepr withan the DSS ncal ambaricy limnics and are curcenzly £215 pe

Plezse write fne miee detaibs

The Adminisrzor

The Ex-Service Felhmship Cemrres,
{Erepe L5), B Lovwer Grisvenor Place,
Lasevdons 531 W0 (RER

Teel: 20 TRIH 20 Fax: (30 7640 GTHY

SN

Mg Chisity Mo, 200867




GOLDEM WEDDING (HOULDSWORTH = HAY)

VETERANS BODK

Sir, | have had the recent good fortune, akong with
othar Velerans, to have my story included in
BLOCDY HELL, a new book published by the
Flough Publishing Housa, BLOODY HELL
presents the stories of Veterans from ajor confiicts
in the 20th Cenfury. Welsh Guandsmean Simon
Weston's foreword |5 a fitting prelude to a book
which prasents Velerans as thoss who know tha
reality of conflict, and which ghses them a platform
to speak of their experiences of war.

Many Veterans feel that only other Velerans
understand them. Yel, since we Veterans know the
true horror of war, oul stories may inform othars
who haven'l experenced war 1o remamber and care
for Weterans and victims of confiict, as well as
informing our koved ones aboul whal we personally
have been through,

BLOODY HELL akso drives home the fact that
public and state have abligations o Veterans thal
musi g further than the anual purchasa of
poppies, wreath laying and a two minute slilence

On 180 March 1950 al St Margarel's Church, Frizinghall,

Bradford John E (Jack) HOULDSWORTH ex-Royal Signals on Remebrance Day. The Living must be
married Mora HAY ex-ATS Royal Signals, HO Morthem remembered as well as the Dead. Concrele
Command, York, emotionat and material suppor |3 needed

for all Veterans. Otherwise, for marny of us,

Present Address: 40 Kingsdale Crascent the war will never and,

Bradiond

Wiast Yarkshire
EDZ 404 IF you woukd ke 1o order a copy of BLOODY HELL

or if you're interested in quantity discounts call the
Plough Publishing House Treaphone orderlineg
DBO0 018 0799 or write fo;

The Plough Publishing Housea
Robartsbridges
East Sussex
THA2 5DA

Battlefield Tours
Regimental Aﬂmiﬂiﬂ-ﬁ:, TA's & Serving Units

Regimentsl Battle Honour Tours 4 doys  £149
Y pres, Somme, Arras, Cambrai 3 days  £99

Mormandy & Arnhem 4 days £149
Tailor-made & Self Drive ltineraries

Cralina International Battlefield Tours
4 Bridge Streed Row Chester CHI IMN
Tel: (11244 340777

Cifficial Towe Chserarors fo the Mormandy Faterams Aspociation

Mr and Mrs Howldsworth celebrating their
Cioldlen Anrdersary
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Letters

RA FLASHES

Dear Editor PDF Compressor Free Version

To finalise RA flashes - AA had 12 divisional flashes. The
Bow and Arrow was AA Command HQ under General Sir
Frederick Pile and in late '43 early '44, Divisions were given
the choice - South West Div chose to keep the Flaming
Dornier - end of subject!

W/72949 Bunty (Beattie) Jones
Caerlee House, 5/1 King St., Warrawong, NSW 2502,
Australia

MIDDLE EAST TERRORIST ATTACK
Dear Editor

I have just been handed a copy of LIONESS No 1 and read
the interesting facts and stories therein. | myself was in the
ATS from 1945-1948. The tales told in your magazine are
very interesting. My tale is more so. | was a telephonist
stationed in Jerusalem and was on duty in the King David
Hotel when the terrorists struck. All hell was let loose and a
number of people were killed. | have never forgotten the
frightening event and the aftermath, and often wonder how
many of my ex-colleagues are still around.

G Ramsay (nee Williamson) 309136
32 Eric Long Ct., Eldene, Swindon, Wilts SN3 6DA

BROMPTON GUN OPERATIONS ROOM
Dear Editor

| was so delighted to open my copy of the Lioness and find
an illustration of "Brompton Gun Operations Room". |
worked in that very room for nearly four years.

It was one of four rooms built into the Lift Shaft of Brompton
Road tube station. It really only had one large plotting table
and two smaller ones, four Signal girls plotted on the big
table and two Artillery girls on each of the two smaller
tables. Artillery girls plotted with counters and they were so
quick it was a pleasure to watch them.

Round the wall mere mounted little bits of German planes
that the gun-sites had shot down.

When the raids were very bad Sir Freddie Pile would come
down and watch the raid, and | remember him broadcasting
words of encouragement to a site that had been bombed.

One day in the summer of the doodle bugs he said that as
we had worked so hard all those off duty could go on an
outing. We went, in lorries somewhere to a site outside
London and had a tea party, sandwiches and cakes.

fvy Duly (182782)
32 Overstrand Rd, Cromer, Norfolk, NR27 ODW
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ASSOCIATION
Dear Editor

| regret | am unable to get to Cardiff for the Grand Re-union
this year! | attended the Blackpool one three years ago, so
| shall be thinking of you all, especially the Accrington
Branch, who took me under their wing when | arrived in
London for the 50th Grand Re-union (not knowing anyone)
and they've kept in touch with me ever since!

Even though I've not met up with anyone | served with, the
Accrington Branch adopted me and | look forward to my
visits, back home, they're such great caring friends.

This may be an idea other branches could adopt for
overseas members like me. It's great to think I'm part of a
group on these occasions, it makes re-unions so much
more exciting.
All best wishes

Eleanor H Maher (K/A Ann)
124 Morden Road, Sunnybank Hills, Qld 4109 Australia

Dear Editor

' I would like to tell you how | came to join the WRAC

Association.

| was at my husband's Squadron Re-union Dinner in 1998
when | met the wife of one of his colleagues.

We chatted for a while and discovered we were both trained
in Edinburgh and then both went to the War Office Signals.
In fact we had followed one another on different shifts.

She told me about the WRAC Association and sent me the
address to write to to join. | am very appreciative of her
doing this as we had just moved house and of course knew
very few people. Having joined the Hereford Branch, | enjoy
the meetings very much and have made some new friends.

Heather Kemp (nee Furr) (Operator Keyboard and Line ATS)
Summer's Lease, 10 Glyndwr Gardens, Abergavenny,
Gwent NP7 9JL

Dear Editor

| have been in the Association for only 18 months and now
that | have moved to Hull | have been able at last to attend
my first meeting. | was delighted and made most welcome
by the members and feel sure that | will enjoy my
membership.

My life in the WRAC lasted from September 1952 to
September 1955. | qualified as an Ammunition Storewoman
and served in two large ammunition depots. | joined in
many sporting activities and led a very active life both
workwise and socially. It was at one of the depots where |
met my soldier husband-to-be and, with him, travelled to
many different places where | was fortunate enough to meet



WRAC friends again. One such occasion was in Singapore
where a reunion was held which was attended by many
serving and ex-members of the WRAC. Whatever
happened to Ann Arnold, Ann Mortimer, Jacqui Crotty and
all the other members of my 'gang'? How lovely if it were

possible to mepyIP\ETH i FESY B TR ViR ACh

here in Hull.

J James' letter in Issue No 1 of 2000 speaks of a lack of
letters from ex-WRAC members. Could | extend this and
say that there appears to be a shortfall of ex-WRAC
members within the Association. | was prompted to join
through reading an advert in the Royal British Legion
magazine. Could not more advertising be carried out?
Do we not want to encourage membership? Hopefully
this would draw in more members who are ex-WRAC?
Like J James | think that if more members ex-WRAC
wrote in to the Lioness, which | too enjoy enormously,
it would help the situation. Come on girls, lets emulate
the ATS ladies, I'm sure they are willing to support us.
It is important that the Association is kept going so lets
get recruiting!

Mrs J K GREEN (Sue) (née GIBBONS) 50 Aysgarth
Avenue, Cottingham Road, Kingston-upon-Hull, HU6 8QU

We then got in touch with Ann Deakin and sent her a T/Shirt
which she was good enough to take round to various
meetings, she also, via the Dinner Club Newsletter, spread
the word of the availability of the garments.

We received quite a few orders which we took along to the
Dinner Club as reported, and we also did a brisk trade in
selling WRAC dolls.

If you are interested in purchasing a Sweatshirt, T/Shirt,
Polo Shirt or a WRAC doll contact either Beryl or Averill
15 Westwood Drive, Swanpool, Lincoln, LN6 OHL.
Tel: 01522 878413.

Miss B P Butcher (Ex W/387745 SSgt B P Butcher)
15 Westwood Drive, Swanpool, Lincoln, LN6 OHL

MEMORABILIA
Dear Editor

This is by way of a follow up to the report on the WRAC
Dinner Club Meeting 8-10 Oct 1999 published in Lioness No

1 2000 'Beryl Butcher, Averill Ward and Nora Jones were in _.

the foyer selling WRAC sweatshirts, T/Shirts and WRAC
knitted dolls who sported every rank from Private to
Brigadier'.

Having been to re-unions and gatherings of ex-ATS and
WRAC we were always dismayed at being unable to find
much in the way of memorabilia or clothing with the WRAC
badge on so we decided to do something about it.

We had to go searching for a firm that made and
embroidered badges, and who would hopefully be able to
supply the garments as well.

As so often happens we came across what we were looking
for when we were doing something else totally
unconnected.

We had decided last summer to have a day out in a small
market town in the Lincolnshire Wolds. Whilst going round
the market we came across an unattended stall displaying
all sorts of leaflets and posters for various things and
places from Garden Centres to a small firm that
embroidered badges of any design you care to order. We
rang them and they said that they would be glad to help, if
we took them a flat copy of what we wanted and the
colours involved. They would also supply the garments we
were looking for.

The firm is just a husband and wife team, and they were
more than helpful. The master badge was duly made and
approved after one small alteration, and we had some
T/Shirts and Sweatshirts made up.

CARDIFF 2000
Dear Editor

May | personally congratulate you and your stalwart
colleagues, for the amazing weekend in Cardiff. It was
brilliant, and in my book, it has to be *Blackpool No. 2*.
The organisational skills required for such a mammoth
task must have been nerve racking but, you created a
wonderful atmosphere which was enjoyed by so many -
the young, the not so young and those in between.

On Thursday, 6th April, | travelled to Cardiff with 3 friends,
Maureen Deeley, Sue Dolphin and Jenny Bryne. | enjoyed
a leisurely, picturesque journey, in good company and in
high spirits. But, Oh, what a beautiful day and, Oh, what a
wonderful weekend!

The hotel accommodation, the food and the city were all |
could have hoped for. The Grand Reunion Dinner, and, the
Drumhead Service combined to create a really smashing
atmosphere.

The March Past was the final seal of approval for may new,
young faces. Unsure of what to expect, they are already
looking forward to the next one. We all had such a good
time and such a good laugh - which is what its all about.
Memories to take home, to make you smile, especially when
your feeling down.

As with all good reunions it was the guests who mad it extra
special. Old friends, new friends, young and old, so many
familiar-smiling faces. We talked together and laughed so
much it's a wonder lockjaw didn't set in. | was glad to get
home to have a rest.

The responsibility for organising this mammoth weekend lay
on the epaulets of Major Dee McElligott. Congratulations
Major McElligott, the Cardiff Branch and the army of
hardworking ladies who, as always, did their bit to make it
such a swinging weekend. Roll on April 2003 so we can do
it all again.

Worthy Down, and the Cardiff Branch, must have socme very
good friends, in some very high places, to able to organise
not only a wonderful weekend but sunshine as well.

Mrs A Butler-Deakin, 'Cobblestones' 2 Chesham Road,
Stafford ST16 3JP
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Dear Editor

| would like to say thank you through the "Lioness" to Edna
and the other girls from South Australia, and Muriet and
Jenny from Darlington, for sharing their taxis with me from
the Lincoln HodR Hdteo m pir s euedta-eetiéeC i @iring
the Reunion week-end. Unfortunately | didn't meet anyone
from service days but | enjoyed the week-end very much.
Perhaps some of your readers will remember me as Joan
Knight. | was in the ATS from April 1946 - June 1948.

Mrs Joan Smith, 22 Wellgrove Street, Lochee, Dundee
DD2 2QY

were trained to march at the Guards' barracks. It was a
wonderful 2 years.

E V Powell (Mrs)
4 St Andrews Court, Halls Head 6210, Mandurah W A

Editor Is there anyone else out there who was in the Drum
and Bugle Band?

FROM DOVER TO DOVERCOURT
Dear Editor

| was very interested in the article about Miss Dorothy
Whitmarsh from Dovercourt (Lioness 1/2000 Page 11) as
that is my home town. Halving lived in the North over 50
years | find that very few people have heard of it up here.
That brings me to my little story. During my ATS days 1941-
1946, | served mostly in 493 Battery. | had on one occasion
to go through the signals room and found much agitation
and panic going on round a map. | heard someone say "It's
sure to be in the Dover area with name like that", so | asked
what the trouble was.

| was told that they had a very important message to send
and had no idea of the whereabouts of Dovercourt. Well, |
guided them on the map round the coast to Harwich and
explained that it joined the port of Harwich.

| still have many relatives in Dovercourt and it's still "home".

M Dowson (Mrs) 15 Gorsedene Ave., Whitley Bay, Tyne
and Wear, NE26 4AJ

WERE YOU A PIPER OR A DRUMMER?
Dear Editor

I have just received from my daughter, Mrs Linda Collis of
Berkshire, England, paper work, an ATS Badge and a book
called Lioness, | don't know if there are other books, but
reading this one | was unhappy that no mention was made
of the official Drum and Bugle Band, | was lucky enough to
be the leading side drummer and also the reserve Big Drum
person. | was in it for 2 years and enjoyed every moment of
it but | had to leave when | was expecting my first child.

Our main job was recruiting women and we were
stationed at Bourne and Hollingsworth's in Oxford Street.
| could tell you so much of the great women | worked with.
Our officer was Mrs Stebbings (we called her 'Stebby').
Some of the girls still write to each other. We started from
Droitwich and for a while Brine Baths and Norbery House
were our Stations until we moved to London, where we
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION RUNATHON 7 MAY 2000
Dear Editor

| write to you to inform you of the participation of some of
your members who take part in one of my annual fund-
raising events the LEGION RUNATHON 2000. We hold this
event at the Royal Show Ground Stoneleigh Park
Warwickshire and we cater for all abilities, run, walk, jog or
crawl all proceeds go into the Poppy Appeal. For some
years now, members of Coventry and Nuneaton ATS have
taken part and have raised quite a large sum of money
through sponsorship.

This year, | would like to bring to your notice the ongoing
sponsorship from MRS L WILCOX, 38 Whittle Close,
Rugby, who raised £100, MRS E KERRISON, 19 Priory
Close, Daventry, who raised £80 from Coventry ATS and
MRS R B POTTER, 22 Dillon Court who raised £200 and
MRS E MEASURES, 4 Coventry Road, who raised £29
from Nuneaton ATS. This help in raising money for the

"Poppy Appeal is very much appreciated.

From: Maj (Retd) A R Mallett, The Royal British Legion,
County Field Officer Warwickshie, 1 Amber Business Village,
Amber Close, Amington, Tamworth, Staffordshire, B77 4RP

B Luxury &2
Retirement

Houses & Flats

The most stylish and spacious
propetties for the discerning retired.

Aldeburgh, SUFFOLK
Fordingbridge, HAMPSHIRE
Prestbury, CHESHIRE
Royal Tunbridge Wells, KENT

PRICES FROM £200,000 — £360,000

Call freephone 0800 220 858
Please Quote Ref. PER 08

www.englishcourtyard.co.uk
8 Holland Street London W8 4LT

English

Courtyard



Obituary

MARY ELIZABETH WESSON

It was while aF SIHOSRINNLESSAET 8- VERRION be

involved with the care of eyes and went on to train as an
orthoptist. Her career was interrupted by the war, as she
joined the ATS serving with anti-aircraft regiments and also
basic training units. She was always keen to point out
where, on the famous VE Day photograph of the ATS
column as it split to go round the Victoria Memorial, she was
marching, proudly, close to the front.

© After the war, she joined the TA and formed the WRAC
platoon in Carters Green, West Bromwich, which became
part of 323 Staffs Battalion. It was there in 1959 that | first
met Mary when | visited as a vewly appointed TA officer.
In the next two years, | gained the values that stayed with
me for the whole of my service and Mary played a great
part in advising and guiding me. She entrusted her
beloved MT Platoon to me after the re-organisation of the
TA and so | had mixed feelings when | left to join the
Regular Army.

For her whole career, Mary was based at the Children's
Hospital in Birmingham. She taught students from alll
over the world, advised govering bodies on how best to
develop the service, lectured at Birmingham University
Medical School and developed instruments for measuring
defects in eyesight.

She was involved in founding the World Orthoptists'’
Association and became their first President, which meant
that she had to travel widely. Despite her busy life, she

visited my step-mother regularly when | was overseas and | -

always knew | could call on her in an emergency.

Mary died in April. She will be remembered by many for her
dedication, wise counsel and high sense of duty; also her
kindness, compassion and sense of humour.

Col (Retd) Audrey Smith

MiISS CHRISTINA WOOD

It is with regret that we have to announce the death of Sgt
Christina Wood.

Chris died quietly at the home of her sister. She served
in the ATS during the war as a driver and clerical
instructor. Chris left the Army in 1946 but Civvy Street
heid her attention for only a short while and she re-
enlisted in the WRAC 18 months later. As a Recruiting
Sergeant Chris was instrumental in enlisting 1000 girls
into the Army and she retired when she reached the 22
year point in 1967. She worked for many years
at the University of Aberdeen in the library of the
Chemistry Department.

Chris was well liked in the Aberdeen Association Group and
we can but echo the words from her discharge book - "a
woman of the highest calibre, with intelligence, integrity and
charm”. She will be missed.

J Bartlett

MAY ALLITT (née RAFFERTY)

May Allitt (née Rafferty) Women's Royal Army Corps from
1963 to 1966 was a stewardess serving at Camberley and
Hindhead. She met and married Bill Alitt who was serving in
the 2nd Battalion The Parachute Regiment. May originally
came from Scotland. She passed away in Barnsley, South
Yorkshire on 7th March 2000. | met May while attending a
PARA reunion in Aldershot with my husband. She had been
intending to join the Association and the WRAC Register and
Dinner Club. Unfortunately her illness being sudden
prevented this from happening. 1 feel sure that there could
be readers of the Lioness who may well remember her.

Janet Watkins (née Moore) W/414005

MRS WINIFRED MALYON (née CALVERT) W/161433

Winifred joined the ATS in 1942 and she did her training in
Durham before being posted to 'G' Coy Hurst Court,
Hastings, Sussex. She joined the already established and
fast growing numbers who worked at the RASC Record
Office at Ore Place.

She met and married Alf Malyon in 1943, he was a Canadian
soldier in the Princess Louise Dragoon Guards, stationed in
Hastings at the time. She left the ATS and their first daughter
was born in England. Win went to Canada as a war bride in
1945 to settle in Cornwall, Ontario where she was very happy
and the family grew to five. Win, who originally came from
Leeds, died on 21 August 1999. We regret her passing.

May Jackson

MARY CAMILLA WEBB (née O'CONNOR)

Mary and |, then a Staff Sergeant Foreman of Signals, met
while serving in Aldershot and married in 1954. She then
took her discharge from the WRAC and spent the next 36
years travelling around the world as an army wife.

In 1982, by which time | was a Major, | decided enough was
enough and resigned my commission. We then emigrated
to Brisbane, Australia where our two sons were already
living. There we settled down and had time to take pleasure
from perusing the Corps magazines. Mary had enjoyed her
time in the ATS/WRAC especially in Moascou, Egypt. Sadly
she became ill and died on 30 May 1997.

| have delayed writing about Mary until now that | have
managed to obtain a suitable memorial for her.

Understanding her love of army life, | was determined to
obtain permission to have a WRAC Badge produced on her
memorial stone. After a lot of correspondence with the
Director of Australian War Graves, permission was
eventually granted and the engraving carried out.

If any of Mary’s friends would like to contact me, | would be
most happy to hear from them.

Norman Webb.
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It is with deep regret thal we announce the death of W02
June Rayner on 31 May 2000, after a shart illness,

June joened the WRAC in 1972 as a driver. She serded al
vanous locations, including a tour as Training NGO and on
completion of her 22 years lall tha Ay in 1994, During her
career she guided many young soldiers and was popular
with evaryone she came n contact with, To her many
friends she was an unforgettable character who provided
us with hours of entertainment, not least with her rendition
of ‘Delilah’.

Juna's funeral 1oox place on 8th June in her home town of
Middieton, near Manchester, So many of her friends
attended, from afl parts of the cowntry, thal many had to
siand throwghouwt the service, After the funeral everyone
was invited to one of June's kcal pubs and many Becks
were drunk in her honour,

Deepest sympathy to all har family and a special thanks to
Liz Martin who did 20 much to make sure everyonse possible
knew all the arrangamsants.

Rea-unitad with Kath, Carole, and Sandy, FAast in Peace,
Daar June,

Madge Smith

MRS PAULINE ELLIS

Pauline Ellis served n tha ATS from B February 1944 1o
3 Jure 1947 and at one lme was a driver for Flekd
Marshall Bonlgomary.

She was a foundar membear when Grmsby branch was
formad i 1986, She was also the second Secretary for a
tirme. Sk was alected o Grimsby Cauncll in the 19608 and
served for 17 yvears being efected Mayor of Grimsby In
1986, She was also a magistrale lor aboul Six years,

Although  using her wheslchair she was able to attend the
reurion in Cardiff

Col (Retd) F Cook
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ACRES Mrs Margaret Acres, née Frost, of Rotheram an 24
Movernbear 1939, ATS

ALLEN Mrs Domini Alkan,néa Haynes of Sharbome on 07
March 2000. ATS

ALLISON Mrs Gina Allison, néa White, of Morhallerton on
10 December 1293, ATSAWRAC

ALLITT Mrs May Aliit, née Raffery, of Bamsley on 07
March 2000, WHAC

ANDREWS Miss Manon Andraws of Shetfiekd on 27
January 2000, ATS

ARSCOTT Mrs Janal Mary Arscoll, nes Spitar, of Taunion
on 14 February 2000, ATS

ATEINSOMN Mrs Celia Alkinson, née Hunl, of Toronto,
Canada on 24 February 2000, ATS

BLOOD Mizs Edith Blood of Bury in September 1392, ATS
BOTTOMLEY Mrs M Botiomley, née Rooke, of Gargrave,
Morth Yorkshire an 16 Aprll 2000, ATSAWAAC

BUDD Mrs Nora Budd, nee Cannon 24 Febroary 2000,
ATS

BURGESS Mra May Burgass, nee Curmy, of Redcar on 26
March 2000, ATS

CAPELIN Mrs Betty Capelin, nee Wise, of Blackheath on 20
April 2000. ATS

CLARK Mrs P M Clark, néa Le Brun, of Portsmauth on 29
January 2000, ATSAVRAC

CLAY Miss Mary Arden (Mally) Clay of Somerset on 10 May
2000. ATS

COLLETT Mrs Marjorie Collett, néa Jauncey, of Esssx on (1
Dacembar 1989, ATS

DARRAGH Miss Rens Darragh of Castlederg on 29 April
2000. ATS

DAVIES Mrs Thomasina {Ena) Davies, née Wilson,of
Swansea on 23 May 2000, ATS

DEXTER Maj (Ratd) G Dexter of Hytha

DOWELL Mras Cooaly Dowell, nda Dixon, of Wilmingtan on
04 Febreary 2000, ATS

EAVES Mrs Jossio Eaves, née Jackson, of Addlestone on
11 May 2000, ATS

ELLIS Mra Pauling Elliz, nde Wade, of Gnmsby an 27 May
2000, ATS

FELTHAM birs Jessio Foitham of Wokeng on 08 May 2000
ATS

FILLINGHAM Mra Jean Fillingham, neée Gwilliam, of Surmey
on 18 Aprl 2000, ATS

GAYLER Mrs Peggie Gayler, née Raine, on 12 December
1999, ATS

GOWING Mra A M Gowing of Lancing on 13 October 1989,
ATS

HALSEY Maj (Retd) Sally Halsey of Cambridge on 21 April
2000, WRAC

HARDY Mrs Grace Hardy, née Cock, of Bradiord on 05
February 2000, ATS

HARDY Mrs Madge Hardy of Surrey on 31 May 2000. ATS
HARRISON Mrs Thelma Dorean Harrison, nde Crocker, of
Eastbourns in Movember 19949, ATS

HAYWARD BMrs Joan Evelyn Hayward, nee Evans, of
Skdcup on 02 April 2000. ATS

HAZELL Mrs Joan Vera Hazell, née Mount, of New South
Wales. ATS

HOLBERTOM Mrs Peggy Haolberton, néa Machlister,of
Codchester on 19 December1 839, ATS

HOLT Lf Col Lola ERzabeth Holt on 07 Movamber 1983,
ATSMWRAC

INGRAM ks Joan Ingram, néa Higham, of Edmburgh on
01 June 1999, ATS

JOHNSTON Mrs Jessie Johnston, nde Portaous, of Victora
Australia on 03 May 2000, ATS



KERR Mrs Sheila Margaret Kerr of Aberfeldy on 04 May
2000. ATS

LADD Mrs Doris May Ladd, née Toplis, of Radipole on 21
May 2000. ATS

LUMB Miss Norah Lumb of Bradford on 09 June 2000. ATS
MACKAY MisP D4rido inijspe 9¢aakdy i GMegwinan 16
January 2000. ATS/WRAC

MACNAUGHTON Mrs MacNaughton, née Young, of
Aldershot

MAIN Mrs Olive Mary Main, née Bushell, of Fakenham on
03 December 1999. ATS

MARTIN Mrs Phyllis Mary Martin, née Hall, of North Wales
on 12 December 1999. ATS

MAYNE ELLIOTT Mrs Frances Mayne Elliott, née Mayne,
- of Newton Ards on 01 September 1999. ATS
MCLAUGHLIN Miss McLaughlin of Peterborough. WRAC
MCLOUGHLIN Mrs Ivy McLoughlin, née Hards, of High
Halston on 23 January 2000. ATS

MITCHELL Mrs Janet Duncan Mitchell, née Vass, of New
Zealand. ATS

MORRHALL Mrs Thelma Morrhail, née Oxnevad, of
Shropshire on 23 January 2000. ATS/WRAC

NEILSON Mrs Jean Neilson, née Cutts, on 23 October
1999.

O'CONNELL Miss Nora O'Connell of Cork on 17 December
1999. ATS/WRAC

OGDEN Mrs Jean Ogden MBE of Norwich on 29 May 2000.
ATS

PERCIVAL Isobel Joan Percival MBE of Hyde

PESKITTS Mrs Georgina Peskitts of Oxford on 31 January
2000. ATS

POCOCK Mrs Patricia Elsie May Pacock, née Bird, of
Litchfield on 11 November 1999. ATS

POOLE Mrs Eve Poole, née Wiggin, of Cardiff on 16 April
2000. ATS

QUAR Miss Constance Janet (Connie) Quar of Banstead on -~

04 December1999.

RAYNER Ms June Rayner of Middleton on 31 May 2000.
WRAC

REID Mrs Vera (Peta) Reid, née Rodway, of Newton Abbott
on 30 April 2000. ATS

RENNIE Mrs Jean Rennie, nee Davies, of Bath on 30
November 1999. ATS

ROBERTSON Miss Christina J Robertson of Stirling on 13
January 2000. ATS

ROMBAUT Mrs Beryl Rombaut of Leigh on Sea on 18 April
2000. ATS

RYDER Miss Nellie Ryder of Birmingham on 19 November
1999. ATS/WRAC

SAUNDERS Mrs Dorothy Elsie Saunders, née Perry, of
Thamesmead on 22 May 2000. ATS

SMYTH Mrs Elizabeth Smyth, née Atkinson, of Bruton on 10
March 2000. ATS

STANLEY Mrs May Stanley, née Norkett, of Dalston on 16
March 2000. WRAC

STOKES Mrs Grace Stokes, née Bray, of Westbury on 02
January 2000. ATS

THOMPSON Mrs Joan Evelyn Thompson, née Neve, of
Potters Bar on 07 April 2000. ATS

THOMPSON Miss Irene Thompson of Beckenham on 13
November 1999. ATS

WASGSTAFF Mrs Emily Wagstaff, née Cross, of Richmond
on 06 September 1999. ATS

WATSON Mrs Mabel Doreen Watson, née Towers, on 01
February 2000.

WEBB Mrs Mary Webb, née O'Connor, of Brisbane,
Australia on 30 May 1997. ATS/WRAC

WELCH Mrs Vera Welch of Gloucester on 27 January 2000.
ATS

WESSON Miss Mary Wesson of Birmingham on 13 April
2000. ATS/WRACTA

WHITTLE Mrs Violet Whittle, née Deeks, of Colchester on
20 January 2000. ATS

WITTS Mrs lvy Witts, née Shilham, of Hastings on 12 March
2000. ATS

WOOD Miss Christina Wood of Aberdeen on 27 November
1999. ATS/WRAC

WOODMIiss Nellie Phyllis Wood of Hastings on 12 March
2000. ATS

WRIGHT Mrs Sheila Wright, nee Timmins, of Freshwater on
06 December 1999. ATS

MEMORIAL TO THE WOMEN OF WORLD WAR 2
(Charity No: 106 9791)

I am sure that many of you will have by now heard that
we were not successful in getting the empty plinth in
Trafalgar Square for the Memorial and | am sure, like

the Trustees, you wre also quite disappointed. On the
other hand we have received an unconfirmed report

that the Government would like to see the Memorial in
Whitehall. Bearing in mind the Cenotaph is there as
well as Field Marshals Slim, Alanbrook and
Montgomery, some may feel this is an even more
appropriate site. | went down with two of the Vice
Patrons to have a look at the site. There are some
very good potential areas. We have written to the

Culture Secretary for confirmation of the report and to
ask exactly where we are likely to be allowed to erect

the Memorial.

On 23 May, together with our professional sculpture
advisers, | went to the Royal Academy of Arts in
London to judge the candidates’ ideas, which they had
submitted as drawings. There were some wonderful
ideas and the standard was exceptionally high. After
six hours of intense study and debate, we finally
managed to select three ideas. Once we have the site
confirmed, we will ask the Sculptors to submit
macquettes (miniature scale models) from which we
will select the most suitable subject.

On the fundraising side we have to revise our target
from £60,000 to £100,000 — that was the bad news.
The good news is we have already collected £83,000.
We have launched our second Corporate Fundraising
Tranche and are keeping our profile up by appearing
on Radio, Television, in the Press, which all helps to
keep the pennies flowing in. All we need is a final BIG
PUSH to achieve our goal and with a little bit of help, |
know we can achieve it.

Major (Retd) David Robertson

Ed Note:
If you wish to make a donation, please send it to:

Major (Retd) David Robertson
c/o HQ York Garrison
Imphal Barracks
York YO10 4AU.

Cheques made payable to Central Bank York Garrison

61



62

WOMEN’S ROYAL ARMY CORPS ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
HELD AT CARDIFF ON 8 APRIL 2000 AT 1430 HR

PDF Comﬁressor Free Version
CHAIRMAN’S OPENING REMARKS

Brigadier Nield welcomed members of Cardiff and explained how she had been asked to stand as chairman when
Brigadier Meechie had been forced to resign due to ill health. She asked Lt Col Trout to convey the best wishes of the
meeting to Brigadier Meechie. The chairman then spoke briefly about the changes in the Headquarters and the fact
that all the key posts had changed within a very short span. This, together with the changes in the administration of
the two charities, of which she would speak later, meant that the Association had been experiencing a period of extreme
turbulence. Everything was now set to move forward.

The chairman was sad to report that Brigadiers Dame Frances Coulshead and Dame Jean Rivett Drake had died during the
last 12 months as had Coionel Hammond, a Life Vice President. She was pleased to say that the Association had been able
to mark the passing of these senior officers in an appropriate manner, but remarked that this was increasingly difficuft without
the support of a regular corps. We have been grateful for help from members still serving and the AGC Headquarters.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from the following Council member: Dame Mary Pihl.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The Minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated and no comments received. It was proposed that the
chairman sign them as a true record.
Proposed: Bury Seconded: Cambridge Unanimously agreed.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES -

There was no business arising.

REPORT OF COUNCIL

The Chairman reported that the Council had met twice during the previous 12 months and it has been decided that the
Executive Committee, which has not met for some time, should be reconvened. An Honorary Legal Advisor had also
been appointed.

The Council had been represented at the Field of Remembrance and at Westminster Abbey on Remembrance Sunday
by the chairman, Brigadier Nield and Major McElligott, the General Secretary.

Council has approved the opening of a Branch of the Association in Bristol, but, sadly, Scarborough Branch has had to
close.

ATS and WRAC Benevolent Funds. It has become necessary to rewrite the Trust Deeds which govern these charities.
Although separate charities, the two funds have been administered as one since 1964. Ex ATS servicewomen have
always had a legitimate call on the WRAC fund, although the reverse was- not true. The WRAC fund continued to
subsidise the ATS fund until 1998 when the latter's assets amounted to less than £1000. This money was expended
on five ATS beneficiaries and subsequently all benevolence has been met by the WRAC Fund. In addition, the
disbandment of the WRAC meant that the Trust Deed was no longer current. Following discussions with the Council,
Trustees of the Benevolent Funds and the Charity Commissioners, it has been agreed that the two funds combine to
be known as the ATS and WRAC Benevolent Fund. In addition, this fund will be a separate but subsidiary charity of
the Association with the members of Council becoming the trustees. This has two advantages. It will simplify
administration and the profile of the Council meets the Charity Commission’s recommended profile for the trustees. The
process of publicising the new Trust Deed is underway and the changes will come into effect within the next few weeks.

FINANCIAL REPORT
The following report was given by the Hononrary Treasurer:

A draft copy of the audited accounts for the financial year ending 31 October 1999 was printed in the Lioness in
February. Copies of the finalised audited accounts have been distributed throughout the meeting and are available
for your perusal today. The accumulated funds of the Association stand at £339,133. This appears to be an
increase of £80,255 over the previous year. However, at the direction of the Charity Commission, Branch funds have
been included for the first time this year and their accumulated worth stands at £43,136. The actual increase in value
of the funds is therefore more in the region of £37,000. The market value of our investments stands at £234,747,



an increase of £23, 214 over the previous year. Lioness income fell by £5,034 last year while expenditure fell by only
£1,547. The resulting deficit of income over expenditure was £13,099. Such losses will be on-going unless ways
can be found to increase income. In the short term the funds can bear these losses but the situation will need to be
kept under review.

llft’r\gggsrgg.ﬁ @lﬁgﬁgﬁﬂg'ﬁg@@zwﬁgwjﬁ% g?ft)r:ed: Unanimously agreed.

REPORT OF THE BENEVOLENT FUNDS GRANTS COMMITTEE

The Chairman of the Grants Committee reported that the number of cases received during the year was just over 900,
with a significant rise in applications towards the end of the year. The ratio of cases was 608 ATS to 296 WRAC. The
total amount spent was £165,486. Grants were topped up by other Service charities including the Royal Navy (RN},
Royal Air Force (RAF), Army Benevolent Fund (ABF) and most other Regiments and Corps as well as the Royal British
Legion (RBL).

We continue to administer almost 30 annuities of £10 per week from the Princess Royal’'s Memorial Fund. The ABF
continue to grant 52 annuities of £45 a month to o ur members. One of the projects given to the newly appointed Case
Secretary was to research and obtain additional annuities from the ABF and other sources. Since September 1999, 28
annuities valued at £545 per annum have been granted to our beneficiaries plus 4 of £416 from the Women'’s Section
of the RBL. The total amount granted for new annuities to date, is an additional £17,864 per annum. Further grants
of £1,940 for general needs have also been awarded to those who did not meet all the criteria to become an annuitant.
Grants continue to be made for life’s basic essentials as well as wheelchairs and stair lifts which are of course the most
costly regular requirement for the elderly.

The WRAC Benevolent Fund Knitting Circle has produced woollen garments for children aged under 11 years for many
years. The average number of families helped each year since 1995 is 55.

In conjunction with the ABF, Pontins holidays are provided for worthy cases with children under 16. In 1999, a total of
26 families were given a holiday. Thanks go to Mrs Babs Mitcheson who has co-ordinated both the knitting circle and
the Pontins holidays for man years.

The chairman concluded her report by describing a case helped by the Benevolent Fund; thanking everyone in the
branches for their support; thanking Ruth Watt for all her hard work and wishing her well in her forthcoming move to
Canada.

LIONESS REPORT

Lioness No 1 of 2000 was distributed in early February. It was the current editor’s first edition and she was pleased to
report that on the whole it seemed to have been received well. Much of the credit for this goes to Mrs Lois Gilbert, who
performed the role of deputy editor putting many hours of hard work into preparing the journal and whose knowledge
of the ATS, the WRAC and the Association was invaluable.

There has been concern in the past about the reduction in size of the magazine. This last edition was even shorter,
being only 60 pages. This was not due to over zealous editing or an attempt to reduce costs, but the result of the
amount of material received. Everything received, including late submissions, was included, the only contributions
omitted being those which could not be prepared prior to the deadline for reaching the printers.

The editor had been asked to revert to the pre 1997 submission dates, ie Mid December and Mid June as opposed to
October and May, so that the Branch News in particular is more current. Unfortunately this is not possible at the
moment as it takes a minimum of 8—10 weeks from the closing date to completion of printing and a further 2 weeks for
distribution. However, these dates will be kept under review.

The cost of producing and distributing the Lioness in the last financial year still shows it to be running at a loss, the
expenditure being approximately twice the income. Despite this, there are no plans currently to cut the costs as the
Lioness is seen as a vital part of the Association.

The chairman stated that the Lioness was essential to furthering the aims of the Association, namely society,
communication and welfare and fully justified a subsidy from funds.

RESOLUTIONS

a. Motions of Urgency
Nil.

b. Council Resolutions
It is proposed that the following additions be made to Council — a serving officer who has served in the WRAC; the
Chairman of the Grants Committee.
Proposed: Sunderland Seconded: London Unanimously agreed.

63



c. Branch Resolutions
Salisbury — It is proposed that a glossy promotional leaflet, to include information about the Association and an
application form be designed and printed for use by Branches.

The General Secretary had investigated the cost of this undertaking and it was considered to be affordable. The

prodolih: AR S0 KR SRl ™" raimousty agrec.

10. ELECTIONS

a. Vice President of Council
It was proposed that Lt Col V Trout be re-elected as a Vice President.
Proposed: Sunderland Seconded: Hereford Unanimously agreed.

The second Vice President of Council position remains unfilled for the time being.

b. The chairman informed members that 4 previous Directors had been invited to become Life Vice Presidents:

Dame Joanna Kelleher
Dame Mary Pihl
Brigadier Helen Meechie
Brigadier Gael Ramsey

She also thought that it would be in the interests of the Association to harness the talents of other retired officers. Susan
Wing was already Honorary Chaplain and Fiona Eddington, a Barrister, had agreed to be Honorary Legal Advisor.

11. PRESENTATIONS

a. The chairman presented Certificates of Appreciation to the foIIowing:'

Mrs Betty Keating Bath

Mrs Nancy Tipton Shropshire
Mrs Jo Anscombe Hereford
Mrs Sylvia Musgrave Bath

She also announced the awards of Certificates of Appreciation to:

Mrs Joyce Morris Bath

Mrs Joan Ferguson Bath

Miss Kyra Tufnell Colchester
Mrs Jean Clayton Birmingham
Mrs Mary Robbins Isle of Wight
Mrs Beryl Newell Colchester
Miss Ruby Gray Dumfries
Mrs Dorothy O’Niell Shipley
Miss Irene Ludlow Salisbury
Mrs Isabella Hamilton Accrington

Brigadier Nield then asked Lt Col V Trout to accept an inscribed silver Armada Dish on behalf of Brigadier Helen
Meechie. She expressed the hope that she would take pleasure in this token of the members’ appreciation for all
her loyalty and dedication to the Association.

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

a. It was proposed that information regarding the new rules governing charity giving be published in the Liioness.

in view of the loss incurred through publication of the Lioness, it was suggested that a grant might be sought from
the National Lottery Board.

¢c. Concern was expressed by some members that not only had women’s names been omitged from local War
Memorials, but that in some cases there was active opposition to any suggestion that the situation be rectified.
This will be investigated further.

d. The Secretary informed members that the Association had been allotted 40 tickets to attend the Queen Mother’s
Centenary Parade on 19 July 2000. Branch Secretaries were invited to bid for tickets by 31 May.

13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

A provisional date was set as Saturday 7 April 2001 at a venue to be decided.

Chairman
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Application for Membership

To the General Secretary

THE WRAC AYOFIETipressor Free Version
AGC Centre Worthy Down

Winchester Hampshire

5021 2RG

| wish to join the WRAC Association as a Life Member and enclose £50 cheque

OR

I enclose £5 cheque for Annual membership which is in payment of the first annual subscription up to the 31 December.

1D 7= (SR

SIGNAIUIE ... e

Subscriptions include “LIONESS” (Please complete in Block Letters)

QMAAC/ATS/WRAC/TAVR Army Number

Last Rank held (Present Rank if still serving)

U1 o =11 1= TR

Christian Names
Surname when serving

Address for Correspondence

Telephone

Units during service

WRAC NATIONAL REGISTER

Since the Register first started in 1995 it has gone from
strength to strength. On th 15 May 2000 the total

Registrations included all ranks and a tremendous
variety of trades and postings. Members come from
all over England, Wales, Scotland, Isle of Wight,
Germany, America and Australia. There have been
many long over due reunions. [f you are interested
then please contact:

Ann Butler-Deakin, WRAC National Register
‘Cobblestones’, 2 Chesham Road, Stafford ST16 3JP

Tel: 01785 249992

number of registrations included enlistment’s during the:

40s =32 50s =109 60s=113 70s =47 B80s=10

WRAC DINNER CLUB
AND
WRAC DINNER 2000

The Annual WRAC Dinner is being held at Tillington
Hall Hotel, Stafford on the 14 October 2000.
Anyone who is interested in becoming a member of
the WRAC Dinner club and would like to attend the
next Dinner, and/or the weekend, please contact:

Ann Butler-Deakin
Membership Secretary
‘Cobblestones’

2 Chesham Road
Stafford ST16 3JP

Tel: 01785 249992







